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DoKE  OP  Bedford  to  Govbenor,  1748. 

Whitehall,  7*>  May,  1748. 
Sir,  . 

The  King's  Plenipotentiary  &  those  of  His  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty, and  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  having  signed 
at  Aiz  La  Ghapelle,  on  the  19*^  of  April  last,  O.  S.,  preliminary 
Articles  for  restoring  a  General  peace,  and  in  Consequence  whereof, 
Hb  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  order  a  Proclamation  to  be  pub- 
lished, declaring  a  Cessation  of  Arms,  as  well  by  Sea  as  Land, 
which  I  send  yon  herewith  inclosed ;  I  am  commanded  by  His  Ma- 
jesty to  signify  to  you  His  pleasure,  that  you  cause  the  same  to  be 
published  in  all  the  proper  places  under  your  Government,  to  the 
End  that  all  His  Majest/s  Subjects  there  may  pay  du^  obedience 
to,  ft  a  strict  Observance  of  the  same. 

I  am, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

BEDFORD. 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

Indaned'-D.  of  Bedford's  Letter,  dated  at  Whitehall,  7^  May, 
1748,  enclosing  a  Proclamation  for  Cessation  of  Hostilities  against 
FraDce.  Entered.  Bead  in  Council  the  15^''  August,  1748,  and 
published  the  17*^  day  at  y«  Court  house. 


Messrs  Powsll  &  Rhoads  to  Richard  Peters,  1748. 

PhOadelphia,  June  y  14*^  1748. 
Friend  Peters, 

The  Majestrates  &  Assessors  of  this  City,  having  at  the  Bequest 
of  the  Inhabitants,  made  some  Provision  for  cleansing  &  walling 
Part  of  the  Dock,  ft  improving  the  Swamp  between  Budd's  Buildings 
&  Society  Hill,  for  publick  use,  according  to  a  plan  herewith  deli- 
vered; Contributions  are  raising  in  the  Neighbourhood,  for  con- 
tiooing  the  Common  Sewer  across  Spruce  Street,  &  for  advancing 
the  general  Improvements. 

Most  of  the  Inhabitants,  Owners  of  Oround  along  up  said  Dock, 
have  engaged  (by  a  written  Contract  under  Hand  &  Seal  delivered,) 
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to  digg,  wall,  and  cleanse,  their  several  &  Respective  Parts  &  shares 
of  the  8*  Dock,  which  are  opposite  to  their  respective  Letts  of  Ground, 
immediately  after  the  Party  next  below,  shall  have  so  done  their  part 
or  bbare,  and  by  this  method,  we  hope  there  is  now  a  fair  prospect  of 
having  the  whole  Dock,  so  far  as  Third  Street,  cleansed  and  walled, 
&  the  Dangerous,  &  disagreeable  Nusanoe  so  much  complained  of, 
entirely  removed  :  provided  any  Person,  on  Behalf  of  the  Honorable 
Proprietor,*  will  cause  the  Parts  or  Shares,  opposite  to  his  Letts,  to 
be  in  like  manner  dug,  walled  and  cleansed  when  they  come  in 
Course,  which,  we  make  no  doubt,  the  Proprietor  will  highly  ap- 
prove of,  seeing  the  advantages  must  accrue  to  his  Estates  in  com- 
mon with  others,  and  without  this  is  done,  the  whole  Work,  how- 
ever useful  &  necessary,  must  soon  be  at  a  Stand. 

Now  we  desire  to  be  informed  how  this  may  be  obtained,  &  also  a 
Contribution  proportioned  to  the  Proprietor's  Interest  therein,  for 
carrying  on  the  Common  Sewer,  &  for  advancing  the  general  Im- 
provements. 

SAM'L  POWELL. 
•  SAMUEL  RHOADS. 

DirectecL 
To 

Richard  Peters, 

Secretary. 
IndoneiJ, 

Lre  from  Sam.  Rhoads  &  Sam.  Powell,  about  cleansing  the  Dock, 
14  June,  1748. 


Jacob  Eolloce  to  Richakd  Peters,  1748. 

Sir, 

tin  the  re*  of  y'  Letter  of  June  the  18%  we  immediately  wrote 
to  Ci^t.  Norbury  the  intelligence  therein  Contained,  who  returned 
for  Answer  that  tho'  He  believed  it  was  His  Ship  &  Prizes  that  Had 
been  taken  for  Don  Pedro  &  His  Consorts,  yet  he  would  go  Directly 
in  quest  of  whatever  enemy  might  be  oq  the  Coast,  and  accordingly 
sailed  from  Hence  yesterday  was  se'nnight,  as  did  the  other  two  days 
ago,  to  whom  we  made  a  signal  from  the  shore,  and  also  Dispatched 
of  a  Letter  after  under  sail  to  acquaint  Capt.  Ballet  of  a  French 
privateer  Sloop  being  Cruising  near  the  Cape  :  Hope  he  will  meet 
with  Her,  and  the  Prises  She  Hath  Lately  taken. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  244,  for  his  reply  to  this  suggestion.  In 
1765  an  act  was  passed  in  oonseqnence  of  the  plan  for  rendering  the  Dock 
naTigablCy  not  being  found  to  answer,  requiring  it  to  be  filled  up  **  over  the 
arch  now  erected,"  and  to  be  regulated  as  a  public  street,  <*  by  the  name  of 
Dock  street"— See  MS.  laws,  Vol.  V.  pp.  62-3,  in  Secretary's  office. 
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As  to  wbat  Hi8  Honour,  the  President,  and  the  Hon^^«,  the  Gonn- 
ciU  of  PennsyWaDia,  request  about  our  giying  Notice  to  them,  as 
Likewise  of  Sending  i^n  Express  to  Virginia,  upon  the  approach  of 
anj  immediate  Danger,  Please  to  pay  our  Compliments  to  that 
Hon^*  Board,  and  Assure  them  that  we  shall  readily  &  Cheerfully 
Do  So ;  and  in  regard  to  their  other  request.  Concerning  our  Sig- 
nals, Please  to  inform  them,  that  for  the  safety  of  the  outward  Bound 
Trade,  we  Have  Fixed  upon  the  Following  one,  viz : 

At  Such  Time  as  No  Man  of  War  is  in  the  Road,  and  we  know 
of  an  Enemy's  Being  of,  as  Soon  as  ever  a  Vessell  that  is  Coming 
down  the  Bay  Can  be  seen  from  our  Lower  Battery  at  Bailey's  Point, 
we  will  Fire  one  of  our  Largest  Guns,  and  repeat  the  same  Signal 
a|  every  5  minutes  Distance  m  Time,  untill  we  observe  that  the  Yes- 
Bell  hath  taken  Notice  of  it. 

Bj  a  Traveller  from  Virginia  we  are  informed  that  a  man  of  war 
(Probably  tBb  Hector)'' took  a  Spanish  or  French  Privateer  Brig, 
Near  a  Place  called  the  Horse  Shoe,  on  Wednesday,  June  22'. 

We  thank  you  for  your  Care  of  our  Powder,  Shot  and  Flag,  which 
I  have  rec*.  But  as  we  are  told  the  Flag  Cost  between  18  and  £14 
we  are  afraid  it  will  Break  in  too  much  upon  our  Stock  to  Have 
another  at  Present  and  yet  as  we  are  at  a  Loss  to  make  Signals 
from  our  Town  Battery  without  Colours,  we  must  have  some  sort ; 
we  Have  Therefore  thought  that  a  union  Pendant  of  about  80  feet 
fiyy  and  Somewhat  Broader  than  usucUf  may  Answer  the  End. 
Please  to  get  the  same  made,  and  sent  as  soon  as  you  conveniently 
can,  which  will  add  to  the  obligations  you  Have  already  laid  upon 

Sir, 

Your  very 

Humble  Servant. 

• 

».  HOLT, 

in  behalf  of 

JACOB  KOLLOCK. 
Lswis,  July  1st,  1748. 

P.  S.  Capt.  Ballet  left  with  me  the  Letter  for  Capt.  Norbury,  and 
an  Order  for  the  Pipe  of  Wine,  which  I  Have  since  Got  &  Put  into 
mj  Cellar 

Yours, 

B.  H. 

J^irected. — ^To  Mr.  Secretary  Peters,  at  Philadelphia. 

£ndor$ed—^r.  Ryves  Holt's  Letter  of  1st  July,  1748,  to  Mr. 
Secretary  Peters,  at  Philadelphia. 

*  Probably  the  pipe  of  wine  wbicb,  witb  eight  loaves  of  Bagiir,  and  twenty 
gallons  of  rum,  was  presented  to  Capt  B.,  by  the  City  Councils,  in  lien  of  a 
dinner.    See  Minates,  1704-1776,  p.*  501. 
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D.  Bush,  &;c.,  to  Pbesibbnt  Palmsb,  1748. 

WiLUiNGTON^  6th  July.  1748. 

Sir, 

-  This  is  to  aoquaint,  that  we  have  erected  a  Battery  on  the  Rocks 
of  Christiana^  with  a  Magazine  that  is  Bomb  proof,  &c.,  for  the  De- 
fence of  this  Burrongh  &  parts  adjacent.  Which  being  viewed^bj 
a  great  many  Gentlemen;  yet  it  is  agreed  by  all,  that  for  the  Balk, 
(being  as  yet  only  made  for  mounting  Ten  Guns)  it  is  equall  to,  if 
not  exceeds,  any  on  the  Continent  for  Strength  &  Beauty.  The 
Place  appeared  as  if  formed  by  nature  for  that  purpose,  &  the  peo- 
ple were  so  hearty  &  zealous,  that  the  whole  was  finished  in  a  few 
Days,  to  the  surprise  of  all  that  haye  since  seen  the  Works.  We, 
knowing  it  our  Duty,  would  have  informed  you  of  the  Design  before 
undertaken,  but  the  whole  being  projected  &  beeun  after  the  Span- 
ish privateers  being  at  New  Castle,  &  before  we  heard  of  her  leaving 
the  River,  time  would  not  permitt.  We  were  the  rather  encouraged 
herein,  as  the  Precedent  has  always  taken  the  greatest  Care  to  do,  & 
pleasure  to  promote  &  encourage  every  thing,  as  much  as  possible, 
for  the  Defence  and  welfare  of  the  Government,  We  therefore  hope 
that  you  will  notf  only  excuse  this  omission,  which^'necessity  en- 
forced, but  likewise  be  so  good  as  to  approve  of  our  Conduct  than 
which  nothing  cou'd  afford  greater  pleasure  &  satis&ction  to 

Honoured  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  & 

very  humble  Servants, 

DAVID  BUSH, 
JNO.  M'KINLY, 
CHAR-  BUSH. 

To  the  Hon*»«  Anthony  Palmer,  Esq",  Pres«,  Philad*. 

JEkdtn'sed — Letter  of  David  Bush  and  others  at  Wilmington  to  the 
President,  dated  6th  July,  1748. 

*  <*  The  Rocks  of  Christiana"  are  considered  by  Ferris  in  his  "  Original  Set- 
tlements on  the  Delaware,"  page  62,  as  the  site  of  the  old  Swedish  fort, 
"Christina,"  built  in  1C38,  by  Gov.  Minuit,  and  which,  in  1656,  while 
nndcr  command  of  Got.  Risingh,  capitulated  to  the  Dutch  under  Stuyvesant. 
(see  Hazard's  Annals,  Vol.  I,  pp.  187-189.)  Acrelius,  the  Swedish  historian, 
and  pastor  at  Wilmington,  says,  that  "in  1745  some  pieces  of  Swedish  money^, 
with  the  stamp  of  Queen  Christina,  were  dug  up  in  this  neighborhood,"  and 
"  that  on  the  81st  March,  1756,  on  taking  up  by  chance  some  pieces  of  the  wall, 
there  were  found  many  cannon  balls,  granadoes  and  other  similar  things, 
which  had  been  kept  concealed  exactly  100  years." — [Acrelius,  in  a  note  to 
Duponceau*B  translation  of  Campanius,  p.  85,  in  Memoirs  of  Penna.  Hist.  Soo.] 
And  in  October  1852,  "  14  cannon  balls,  9  &  6  pounders,  all  bearing  ample 
eridencc  of  their  antiquity,  by  th6  depth  of  oxydation  which  coTors  them," 
were  discovered,  "  with  several  other  articles  near  them,  one  of  which  was 
an  old  fashioned  pewter  dish)  deeper  than  our  common  dinner  plates  and 
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Captain  ^J.  Ballstt  to  Bichakd  Pbtjbbs,  1748. 


Otter  Sloopi  Lewes  Road, 
July,  y  6«*^  1748. 


V' 


I  having  met  Wjth  an  opportunity  of  writingi  Acquaint  you  that 
I  arrived  at  this  place  Last  nigbt,  nfter  seeing  the  Convoy  all 
eafe,  fifty  Leagues  off  of  the  Coast,  &  have  cruised  along  the  Coast 
down  from  the  Capes  of  Virginia  to  Egg  Harbour,  but  have  not  had 
tbe  Good  fortune  of  meeting  with  any  of  our  troublesome  Gkntry 
u  yet,  for  tbe  Coast  at  present  is  very  clear,  but  how  long  it  will 
Bemain  so  I  cannot  tell.  I  am  going  out  again  this  Evening  to  look 
about  me,  and  shall  Return  again  in  about  a  Week's  time  to  Enquire 
for  News.  Ac.,  if  their  is  any  ships  Wants  Convoy  off  of  the  Coast 
at  any  time,  if  they  will  Let  me  know  in  time,  I  will  be  always 
Beady  to  Go  out  with  them.  My  Respects  to  the  President  &  Coun* 
eill,  and  all  the  Gentlemen  of  my  Acquaintance  in  Philadelphia. 
M'.  Holt  Desires  his  Compliments  to  you,  k  believe  me  to  be 

S', 

your  Humble  servant, 

to  Command, 

J.  BALLBTT.* 
To  Richard  Peters,  Esq. 

Acforaed— Cap*  Ballett's  Lre,  &^  July,  1748.  • 

narrower  in  the  brim,  which,  it  is  anpposed,  was  Gov.  Risingh's  soap  plate/* 
(Delaware  Bepnblican,  Oct  19,  1852,  and  26th  or  26th,)  all  which  have  been 
coDsidered  as  fixing  the  locality  of  the  old  fort.  But  aner  meeting  with  the 
foregoing  letter,  the  attention  of  the  first  named  author  was  directed  by  the 
Editor  to  its  contents,  which  he  in  a  letter  to  him,  says,  **  is  the  first  account 
1  ever  saw  or  heard  of  any  such  erection."  Whether  the  cannon  balls  here- 
tofore discovered  belonged  to  the  former  or  latter  of  these  forts,  or  partly 
to  both,  is  matter  of  conjecture,  as  both  were  probably  located  on  or  near 
the  spot,  and  the  lapse  of  time  since  the  latter  period  is  perhaps  sufficient  to 
Mcount  for  the  oxydation.  It  is  somewhat  singular  that  the  knowledge  of 
the  fort  in  1748  should  have  passed  away  from  its  immediate  yicinity.  It 
▼as  probably  only  a  temporary  structure,  and  nothing  important  resulted 
firom  it  to  impress  it  upon  the  memory.  Ed. 

*  He  was  Commander  of  the  Sloop  of  War  Otter,  in  an  action  with  a . 
'*  rery  large  ship,"  during  «  four  hours."  See  Col.  Beo.  Vol.  V,  p.  241,  &o. 
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Conrad  Wkisbr  to  Richard  Peters,  1748. 

Heidleberg,  July  the  10«>',  1748. 

Kind  Sir : 

'  I  was  favoured  with  yours  this  daj  over  Lanoester^  I  say  yours 
of  the  25^  of  last  month.  If  I  have  an  opportunity,  I  will  let  the 
Indians  at  Shomokin  Know  qf  tbe  Governor  of  N.  York"  answer. 
I  can  not  go  up  meselves,  because  the  time  for  my  Seting  out  for 
Ohio  is  so  near,  I  have  agreed  to  be  at  George  Croghan's,  the  18*^  of 
this  Instant,  where  I  hope  to  see  Shickelimy's  Eldest  son,  who  was 
sent  up  by  his  &ther  to  the  Six  Nations,  and  since  his  arrival,  his 
father  send  word  to  me  to  Gome  to  Shomokin  to  be  Informed  of 
what  passes  among  the  6  Nations,  but  I  did  let  them  know 
that  I  must  at  the  aforesaid  Time  Set  out  for  Ohio,  per  order  of 
the  Government,  and  I  Could  not  Come  to  Shomokin,  desired  him  at 
the  same  that  himself  or  his  Son,  would  be  so  good  as  to  Come  to 
George  Croghan's  to  Gonferr  with  me  about  Several  things,  whether 
he  will  Gome  or  not,  I  cant  tell.  He  is  not  alltogether  pleased  with 
my  Journey  to  Ohio,  nor  is  he  much  liked  by  the  Indians  on  that 
place.  If  I  must  go  to  Shomokin  it  must  be  per  order  of  the  Pre- 
sident &  Counsil,  that  is  if  in  Case,  neither  Shickelimy,  nor  his  Sons 
Comes  to  George  Croghan's. 

I  hear  no  more  of  the  Deputj's  of  the  Towicktowicks  and  Shaw- 
onos,  whom  Andrew  is  gone  to  meet.  Whatever  is  become  of  them, 
perhaps  they  are  yet  in  Logstown  on  Ohio.  I  dont  intent  to  Stay 
for  then^  without  they  meet  me  before  I  leave  George  Croghan's, 
from  which  place  I  shall  write  to  you  once  more,  and  bid  you  fore 
weU. 

I  remain 

Sir, 

Your  very  obedient, 

CONRAD  WEISER. 

Favtfttr  me  with  a  line  or  two  by  the  bearer  hereof,  who  is  a  wag- 

nr,  and  no  doubt  in  a  Hurry.     I  hope  every  thing  is  sent  up  to 
Iroghan,  If  not,  this  man  can  take  what  is  forgot. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  V.  p.  298. 
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Thomas  Gooebon  to  B.  Peters,  1748. 

Sir: 

H'.  Croghan  is  just  come  to  Town  with  an  Acco*  of  y*  Indians 
yoQ  Ezpeoted,  being'npon  j*  Boad^  to  be  m  this  Town  to-moTroW| 
&  desiring  to  be  met  here  bj  their  Brethren,  as  soon  as  oonveniently 
jnay  be.  Conrade  Weiser  hapntfd  fortdnately  to  be  here,  &  will 
give  his  Attendance,  and  has  wrot«  you  by  this  Messenger,  aeoord- 
ingly  I  shall  make  y«  Provision  for  one  you  directed,  and  shall 
liope  to  see  yon  HSre  on  Monday. 

Andrew  Montonr  went  from  Harris's  to  Cpnrade  Weiser's,  to  in- 
form him  of  this,  and  I  suppose  will  wait  there  till  Conrade  goes 
home,  who  will  prevent  his  going  to  Town  to  give  yon  the  Acoo*, 
&  save  y*  charge  of  2  Messeneers. 

I  am 

^i  Y'  most  h'ble  Serv*, 

THO.  COOKSON. 
Lan<f,  14tt  July,  1748. 

Endoned^U'.  Cookson's  Lte,  of  y  U^  July,  1748.  Bead  in 
Connml  the  16<^. 


Conrad  Weiser  to  E.  Peters,  1748. 

Lanoester,  July  the  14t»,  1748. 

Sir: 

I  came  to  this  town  the  night  before  last,  to  Setle  some  affair  of 
my  own,  before  my  Setting  out  for  Ohio,  and  this  moment  when 
I  write  this,  M'.  Qeorge  Groehan  Game  to  town,  and  Inforpis  that 
the  Indian  deputies  to  wit:  the  twoTowick  Towicks,  [Twigthwees,] 
three  Sbawoneae,  two  head  [principal]  man  of  the  Six  nations,  with 
some  others,  making  in  all  18  persons,  including  a  Guple  of 
women,  [two  women],  are  by  the  way  between  this  town  and  John 
Harris's  Ferry,  and  design  to  be  here  in  Lancester  to  morow,  and 
they  desire  that  their  Brethren,  some  of  the  Council,  will  meet  them 
in  this  town,  they  being  very  weary  of  their  Journey,  and  almost 
Blarffed  for  want  of  provisions,  and  are  affitired  that  the  City  of 
Philadelphia  is  sickly.  Andrew  Montour  is  gone  down  from  John 
Harris  to  my  house,  in  order  to  give  me  notice.  I  intend  to  go 
home  Imediately  to  meet  him,  and  so  Come  back  asain  to  this  town, 
to  wait  upon  the  Gounsil.    I  understand  what  wm  be  said  by  ^^ 
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Indians,  will  be  in  the  Six  nation  lingUage  by  the  said  Ghiefes.  The 
Indians  desire  to  be  heard  so  soon  as  possible,  and  I  hope  the 
Connsil  wiU  be  as  willing  to  dispatch  them.  I  have  nothing  to  add, 
bnt  remain. 

Sir, 

Tbnr  most  obedient, 

CONRAD  WEISER.* 

Indorted^U^.  Weiser's  Lre./  dated  U^  Jalj,  1748.    Bead  in 
Connwl,  19«*  Jnly,  1748. 


CoKBAD  WisisBR  TO  Bich'd  Pbxbrs,  1748. 

Sir: 

YooTS  bj  M'.  W".  Franklin,  I  received  last  night,  with  my  In- 
stmotions,  and  the  Procl*^*"*.  I  just  now  preparing  to  set  out  for 
Lancester  again,  to  meet  the  Indians.  I  understand  the  rainy  whea- 
th^r  stopt  them  a  if^j  at  John  Harris's. 

As  M''.  Pfirsons  will  (I  hope)  deliver  this  to  you,  with  a  draft  of 
that  piece  of  land  he  layd  out  for  me,  by  your  order,  (I  find  it  is 
above  400  acres,)  he  will  Out  of  on  the  Sid  of  the  Hill,  if  you  re- 
quire it,  80  much  as  yon  shall  think  fit  But  I  would  rather  have  it 
ail,  and  pay  to  the  Honour^^,  the  proprietors,  as  they  (or  you)  shaU 
think  fit  I  dont  doubt  but  what  their  Honours  will  let  me  have  it 
so  soon  as  any  other  man.  Therefore,  I  pray  let  it  Conveyed  to  me, 
and  I  witt  do  what  will  be  required  of  me.  The  other  ^mall  tract  I 
had  Surveyed  to  me  by  proprietary  Wammt,  on  the  usual  Condi- 
ditions;  also  the  right  of  Will"  Eonst  to  37  acres  joining.  I 
would  have  a  patent,  for  a  good  part  is  paid ;  the  rest  I  will  pay  be- 
fore I  take  the  patent  out  of  your  or  M'.  Lardner's  hands.  I  have 
nothing  to  add,  but  must  desire  (Since  my  Journey  will  be  delayed 
till  the  first  of  August  next,)  If  any  further  news  of  the  peace  reaches 
you,  yon  will  spare  no  trouble  to  Communicate  it. '  I  am 
iSir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

GONBAD  WEISER. 
Heidleberg,  July  the  17, 1748. 
Directed, 
To 

Bichard  Peters,  Esq'., 

Secretary, 
in 

Philadelphia. 
Indorsed. 
M/.  Weisar's  Lre  of  W«»  July,  1748. 

*  See  Co!.  Rec.  Vol.  V.  p.  298. 
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CoNKAD  Weiser  to  R.  Pbters,  1748. 

Lancester,  August  the  4, 1748. 
Sir: 

I  was  &voared  with  jours  of  the  80  of  last  month.  Included  was 
the  Instruction  of  the  Council  concerning  the  Qovemor  of  South 
Carolina*  affair,  and  I  perceive  the  people  that  have  ben  killed  and 
Carried  of  in  Carolina,  must  have  ben  Killed  by  the  Sinickers,  in 
Company  with  some  French  praying  Indians.  The  particular  words 
Andrew  told  me  are  thus  :  That  after  the  Commi8sit>n'*  had  men- 
tioned the  affair  to  the  Indians  at  the  last  treaty  here  in  Lancester, 
the  young  Shawano  Chief  Lawack  Kamicky,  told  Andrew,  that  it 
was  toell  known  that  some  of  the  foresaid  IndianSy  to  toit,  Sinick* 
ers  and  Draying  Indians  that  come  from  the  ^arr  this  last  spring^ 
had  killed  some  white  people.  So  farr  Andrew  told  me,  and  told  me 
further  that  I  might  depend  upon  the  truth  of  the  storry  \  but,  how- 
erer  I  will  inquire  further,  and  will  lot  you  know  if  I  can  learn  more 
before  I  set  out  from  George  Croghans. 

I  have  bought  the  goods  of  G.  Croghan,  ordered  by  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  Twich  twees,  and  have  this  day  delivered  his  Bill 
with  all  the  rest  to  Thomas  Cookson,  to  be  sent  to  you.  The 
Charges  runs  very  high,  yet  I  cannot  see  of  which  Bill  I  could  Cut 
of,  and  must  leave  them  to  the  Government.  As  to  the  number  of 
IMians,  and  the  time  they  have  been  within  the  inhabitant  part,  & 
iQ  Lancaster,  I  am  satisfied  the  Bills  are  right.  The  Nontikook  In- 
dians have  been  very  troublesome  to  us.  They  where  like  so  many 
wolfs,  and  I»  had  no  Influence  on  them  upon  no  accounk  There 
Came  but  18  persons  from  Ohio,  and  with  the  said  Nontikooks,  and 
a  few  Canastoge  Indians.  The  number  of  Indians  here  in  Lances- 
ter,  present  at  the  last  treaty,  amounted  to  55  persons,  among  whom 
were  4  sick,  which  gave  particular  trouble  and  Charges.  The  Twick- 
Iwees  I  left  in  very  good  thoughts  of  the  English,  and  I  am,  for  my 
part  satisfied  .they  are  sincere,  in  our  Interest ;  and  within  a  year  or 
two,  you  will  see  a  good  many  of  the  farr  Ind"  in  Pensylvania,  be  it 
warr  or  peace.  I  have  given  .every  one  of  the  Indians  such  present 
as  I  was  ordered  by  the.  Comissioners ;  that  is  to  say,  to  the  Twick- 
twees.  To  the  others  that  conducted  them  down,  I  gave  to  each  of 
them  a  Strowd  match  coat,,  a  shirt,  a  pair  of  Indian  Stocking,  a 
Knife,  and  a.}  Barrel  of  powder,  and .100  lb.  of  let,  one  lb.  of  ver- 
miUion  betwixt  them  all.  This  Jast  I  took^out  of  the  General  pre- 
sent The  Nontikooks  stood  and  looked  Tery  dull,  because  they  got 
nothing,  i  was  quite  out  of  Humour  with  them,  for  the  disorder 
they  occasioned;  yet,  upon  &  second. thought,  I  gave  them  25  lb. 
of  powder  and  50  lb.  of  let  out  of  the  general  present,  rather  to 
please  the  Indians  from  Ohio  (that  they  might  keep  what  little  they 
had  received)  than  the  said  Nontikooks,  with  which  they  went  of, 
glad  to  have  some  thing.     I  had  told  them  that  they  were  very  in- 
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discreet  people  to  hunt  the  Stranger  all  along  without  an j  order  or 
request  from  the  Governor  of  Pensilyania^  or  these  people  themselves, 
Ezoept  two  or  three  of  them. 

Andrew  Montour  has  pitched  upon  a  place  in  the  Proprietor's  man- 
ner^ at  Canataqueanj.  He  Expects  that  the  Government  shall  huild 
him  a  house  there,  and  furnish  his  family  with  necessarys.  In  short, 
I  am  at  a  lost  what  to  say  of  him.  I  am  much  Concerned  about 
him.  He  seams  to  be  very  hard  to  please.  I  should  think  meselve 
happy  if  I  had  nothing  to  do  in  public  affairs,  and  could  turn  a  far- 
mer entirely.  At  present  I  leave  you,  but  shall  take  my  farewell 
at  George  Croghan's  from  whence  I  will  write  to  you  again. 
I  remain.  Sir,  your  obedient 

CONRAD  WEISER. 

P.  S. — ^I  gave  my  account  against  the  Government,  to  Mr.  Kin- 
sey;  but  as  for  my  last  services,  I  have  sent  no  account.  You  know 
I  have  been  twice  in  Philad' since  last  Spring,  per  order  of  the  Coun- 
cil. The  first  Journey  11  days;  the  second  12  from  home.  Be- 
side my  services  at  the  last  treaty,  being  in  that  time  18  days  in  the 
Government's  Service.    All  this  I  leave  to  your  care. 

Directed, 


To 


Biohard  Peters,  Esquire, 

Secretary  to  the  Government, 


Indorsed, 
Mr.  Weiser's  Letter,  4»»»  Aug',  1748. 


Philadelphia.^ 


_  ^ 

Extract  of  Conrad  Weiser's  Journal  to  Ohio,  In  August,  1*^^48. 

Milei. 
Bet  out  from  my  House  &  came  to  James  Galbreath 
that  I>ay, 


>  Came  to  Georg^  Croghan's, 
To  Robert  Duning's, 
To  the  Tuscarroro  Path, 
To  the  black  Log, 
To  the  Standing  Stone, 
To  Frank's  Town,  .   ^ 

To  the  clear  Fields, 
To  the  Showonese  Cabbins^ 
To  the  10  mile  Lick, 
To  Ohio,      . 

Indorsed, 

^   Extract  of  Conrad  Weiser's  Journal  in  1748. 


80 
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30 
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26 
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Eoctract  from  Conrad  Weiter^s  Journal  to  Ohio  in  Augutt,  1748. 

1748.  MOes. 

Aug*. 

18.  From  the  Black  Log  to  within  2  miles  of  the  stand- 

ing Run,  .....  24 

19.  Travelled  12  miles  this  Dajy      .  .  .12 

20.  Game  to  Frank's  Town,  ...  26 

22.  Crossed  Allegheny  Hill  &  came  to  the  Clear  Fields^    16 

23.  Came  to  the  Shawonese  Cabbing^        .  .  84 

24.  Came  to  the  ten  mile  Lick,  .  .82 

25.  Crossed  Eisky  monitas  Creek  &  came  to  Ohio,  26 

170 
Note.    The  Black  Log  is  8  or  10  miles  South  East  of  the 
Three  Springs  and  Frank's  Town  lies  to  y  North,  so  that 
there  must  m  a  deduction  of  at  least  twenty  miles.  20 


150 
Indoned* 

Extract  from  Conrad  Weiser's  Journal  from  Black  Log  to  the 
Ohio. 


George  Croghan  to  Rich*d  Peters,  1748. 

Augt'st  8«S  1748. 
Sir: 

I  have  Given  in  My  Account  to  M'.  Cookson  which  amounts  to 
Sixty  odd  pounds,  the  Expenses  would  nott  amount  To  So  much  only 
for  the  Nantecokes  Going  &  Coming  in  Company  with  the  Ohio 
Ingans.  I  hear  by  a  Trader  that  is  Just  Come  from  Ohio  that 
je  Ingans  has  brought  one  of  the  white  men  That  was  missing 
from  Carolina  as  a  Prisner  to  Ohio  &  kiird,  the  other.  Ought  Bode 
M'.  Wiser,  &  I  go's  to  the  Ingan  Town  where  he  is  now  a  prisner. 
S"y  I  have  no  more  to  acquaint  you  at  present  but  that  ye  Ohio 
Ingans  Sett  off  from  my  hous  Last  week  very  well  Satisfy'  with  the 
reception  they  received,  only  the  Sick  Mi^n  remains  still  att  my  house 
till  his  back  is  well. 

I  remain 

Y'  most  humble  Servant, 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 
Directed. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esq.,  in  Philadelphia. 
Indorted. 

Mr.doghan's  Letter  to  Rich'd  Peters,.  l-«  Aug«,  1748. 

Bead  in  Council  ye  12*^  August,  1748. 
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In0Un  Tsadses,  1748. 

Indian  Traders  Lycensed  from  10**  Aug*  1747  to  10*»»  Ang*  1748. 

1.    Lazarus  Lowbt,  2.    Gboroe  Croqhan^ 

8.    Thos.  Meaoee,  4.    Hugh  ChawforDi 

5.    Alexander  Moorheap,      6.    John  Frazier, 
7.    James  Lowrt,  .    8.    Peter  SheaveRi 

9.    John  Galbrxath. 

Indian  Traders  unljoened  from  10*"  Aug*  1747  to  10*»  Ang*  1748- 

John  Finlby, 

Robert  Desap, 

John  Potts,  at  Harris's,  in  Pextang  ;  J.  Warder, 

Paul  Pearcb,  Pennsboro  Manor  j  J.  Warper,  y** 

John  Owen,  Rob.  Dunninos,  E.  Ship.  &  Levy,  2  y*». 

Dennis  Sullivant,  Donegale,  E.  Ship. 

Samuel  Cozens,'  Jno.  Harris,  J.  Warder,  3  y, 

Si5fON  Girtee,  Chambers's  in  Pextang,  Edgil,  3  y*s 

Adam  Hoops,  whiskey  kegg  maker  for  E.  S. 

William  Blythe,  Shippensburg. 

Francis  Cammell,        do.  Ed.  Shippen, 

Thomas  Kenton,  Logan  Edgil,- 

David  Hendricks,  Manor, 

John  Galbreath,  Donegal^ 

Charles  Williams,  Tho.  M'Gee, 

Francis  Water,  Dongal,  Shippen  &  Levy. 

Hugh  Parker,  Arent  Puro,  1  year, 

Tho  Meener, 

Sam'l  Chambers,  w**  Thos.  Kenson,  W. 

William  Powell,  by  M'Gee.  W. 

Peter  Corbie,  Donegal,  W. 

John  Gray,  for  himself. 

JiiMES  Butler, 

Thomas  Ward, 

Thos.  Burney,  if  he  puts, 

Thos.  Mitohel,  J.  Warder, 

John  Lee, 

James  Denney, 

Jos.  Cammil,  Morehead, 

James  Silver, 


ELVER,  *) 

L^.  1 


James  Crawley. 

Directed. 

For  Richard  Peters,  Esq.,  Secretary, 
Lancaster. 
Indorsed. 

Indian  Trader*  to  be  Lycensed  by  the  President  &  Council,  lO*"* 
Aug*,  1748. 
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Conrad  Weisee  to  R.  Peters,  1748. 

Tascarrora  paih|  August  the  15^  1748. 

Sir, 

By  these  lines  I  let  you  know  that  I  set  out  from  my  house  the 
11  of  this  Instant,  and  am  no  further  yet  than  this  pkce^  that  is 
about  50  miles  beyond  G.  Croghan's.     Scaroyiaty,  with  a  few  more 
of  the  Indians  that  attended  the  last  treaty^  were  still  at  O.  C/s, 
thej  had  ben  informed  that  the  people  here  were  to  be  turned  off  by 
the  Govern^,  and  I  suppose  the  people  used  them  well  on  their 
coming  by,  and  Informed  them  of  the  design,  they,  the  Indians, 
asked  me  about  them,  and  desired  that  at  least  two  familys,  to  wit, 
Abraham  Shlechl  and  another,  inight  stay,  that  they,  the  said  In- 
dians, had  given  them  liberty,  and  that  they  thought  it  was  in  their 
jpower  to  give  liberty  to  such  as  the  lieked,  and  if  any  of  the  people 
now  living  there  was  turned  off,  no  other  Body  should  setle  there,  they 
being  informed  that  as  soon  as  the  people  were  turned  off  others 
would  be  put  on  the  land  such  as  the  Government  lieked     One  Ja- 
cob Biat  is  now  here  to  choose  a  place,  it  is  lieke  the  thing  was  not 
Carried  on  according  to  your  orders,  but  it  is  neither  the  Sherriffs 
nor  the  Justices  fault,  the  proclamation  has  ben  this  Minute  read  to 
the  people,  who  for  the  most  part  (I  Beliefe  every  one)  are  willing 
to  go  off  next  Spring,  If  not  a  more  favourable  order  Comes  from 
the  Government,  the  Indians  have  desired  me  not  to  join  to  turn  off 
the  people  till  I  Came  from  Ohio.     I  promised  I  would  not,  I  shall 
overtake  them  to  morrow  on  the  road,  they  are  gone  before.     The  peo- 
ple that  lives  here  are  very  poor,  and  I  belief  the  two  family  the 
Indians  would  have  to  stay  are  Honest,  notwithstanding  what  has 
been  reported,  I  have  little  or  nothing  to  write  to  you  further,  I 
am  in  perfect  Health  and  in  every  part  well,  I  had  promised  to  write 
a  few  lines  to  Mr.  J.  Logan,  but  I  have  nothing  worth  while  to  trou- 
ble him  with,  I  desire  of  you  to  mention  my  hearty  respect  to  him, 
and  that  I  promise  meself  his  good  wishes,  and  the  same  of  your 
Self.     It  is  possible  I  may  be  obliged  to  pay  the  debt  of  Human  na- 
ture before  I  get  home.     I  begg  you  will  Continue  the  same  to  my 
family,  who  are  both  hisen  and  yours,  very  obedient  and  duty  full, 

CONRAD  WEISER.   . 

P.  S.  Mr.  Franklin's  son  is  very  well,  as  is  all  the  rest  of  my 
Companions^  we  intent  to  set  out  to  morrow  morning  from  this  place. 

Directed. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esquire, 

Secretary  to  the  Government, 
Philadelphia. 
Jmdor$ed* 

Pr  favour  of  M'  Sterrit,  High  Sherrif  of  Lancaster  County. 

Read  in  Council,  1*«  Tber,  1748. 
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Gov.  Gkorgb  Clinton  to  Prbsidbnt  Palmer,  1748. 

New  York,  12«»  Sep',  1T48. 

Sir: 

I  woud  have  answer'd  Four  Favour  of  the  1'^  Inst,  sooner,  bat  that 
I  waited  for  the  opinion  of  the  Judge,  who  trj'd  the  Criminal,  said 
to  be  in  your  Jod,  he  being  out  of  Town,  and  he  tells  me  the  only 
way  of  conveying  him  hither,  is  to  send  him  properly  guarded  from 
Philadelphia  to  Trentown  by  water,  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  care 
of  the  Sheriff  of  that  County,  and  so  on  to  Brunswick  by  Land,  & 
from  thence  to  New  York  by  water*  If  you  approve  of  this  method, 
J  will  send  the  Deputy  Sheriff  of  this  City  to  Philadelphia,  to  assist 
in  escorting  him,  and  shall  write  to  Qov'  Belcher,  to  give  direc- 
tions to  receive  him  at  Trentown,  &  to  pass  him  thro'  his  Govern- 
ment.    I  am  with  very  great  regard, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obed* 

Humble  Servant, 

G.  CLINTON. 
The  Hon"«  Anthony  Painter,  Esq'. 

Indorsed — Gov'  Clinton's  Lre,  12"»  7ber,  1748.  Read  in  Council- 
27^  7ber,  1748. 


Mr.  Trent  to  R.  Peters,  1748. 

M'.  Croghan's,  October  20<»,  1748. 

Sir: 

Last  Night  came  here  from  Alleghany,  one  Jno.  Hays,  who  informs 
ns  that  the  Night  before  he  left  it,  the  Indians  killed  one  of  M'. 
Parker's  hands ;  it  was  owing  to  ill  usage  M'.  Parker  &  his  Hands 
gave  them  that  day,  &  his  being  a  Maryland  Trader,  who  the  Indiana 
don't  care  should  come  amongst  them.  M'.  Parker  had  a  large 
quantity  of  Liquor  up  with  him,  which  he  was  tying  up  in  his  goods 
in  order  to  send  to  the  lower  Shawna  Town,  and  the  Indians  kep 

Dressing  into  his  House,  &  he  unwilling  that  they  should  see  what 
e  was  about,  some  he  turned  out,  &  otners  as  they  were  coming  in, 
he  pushed  the  Door  in  their  faces,  upon  which  they  were  determin' 
to  take  his  Liquor,  unless  he  would  let  them  have  it  at  the  price 
settled  at  the  Treaty,  they  brought  him  Wampum,  and  offered  to 
leave  it  in  pledge,  but  he  refused  to  let  them  have  it,  upon  which 
they  took  a  quantity  from  him,  a  great  many  of  them  got  Drunk, 
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wbo  ihen  insiBted  npon  revenge  for  the  ill  treatment  he  gave  them^ 
and  aocordinffly  took  Parker  Prisoner,  and  tyed  him,  and  deter- 
mined  to  Sc^p  him,  bnt  the  rest  of  the  whites  who  were  in  the 
Town  rescued  him.  He  immediately  went  of  about  two  mile  from 
from  the  Town,  where  some  of  his  People  lay,  &  got  a  Horse,  &  rid 
that  night  thirty  Miles  bare  backed  to  the  Logs  Town.  The  Indians 
imagined  that  he  was  gone  into  his  House,  one  of  them  layd  wait 
fbr  him  at  the  Door  with  his  Gun,  at  last  one  Brown,  one  of  M'. 
Parker's  hands,  came  out  with  a  white  matchcoat  round  him,  which 
the  Indian  took  for  Parker,  Tas  he  was  in  his  shirt  at  the  time  they 
had  him  tyed,)  k  shot  him  oown,  this  happened  at  Coscoske.  M'. 
Croghan  sends  W".  Brown  the  Lad  from  Carolina,  oflf  directly  by  a 
waggon  to  bo  delivered  according  to  your  directions.     M^  Croghan 

fve  him  a  shirt  &  a  cap,  which  comes  to  12s.  6d.     M'.  Crognan 
myself,  set  oflf  the  latter  end  of  next  week  for  Philad*. 

lam 

Sir, 

your  most  humb  Serv^ 

WILLIAM  TRENT. 

Indoned^W.  Trent's  Lre,  20'i'  7ber,  1748.  Bead  in  Council, 
Tuesday,  !•«  Nov,  1748. 

Mem*m  of  Wampum  from  C.  Wbiser,  1748. 

Memorandum  of  the  Wampum  I  left  in  the  Secretary's  office, 

Ocb«  the  21-*,  1748. 

Were  given  by  the  Indians  on  account  of  Carolina  affiiir.   See  my 

Journal. 

grains. 

A  large  Blake  Belt, 2000 

A  String  Blake  &  White, 256 

Dito,  Blacke  &  White, 600 

Were  given  by  the  Indians  to  the  President  &  Council  of 
Pennsylvania.    See  the  Journal. 

A  String  of  White  of 150 

A  Belt  of  White  &  few  Blake,        ....  900 

A  String  of  White, 300 

A  String  White, 185 

A  nether  String  of  White  Wampum,  -        -        -        •  212 

I  can  give  an  account  of  ten  tousand  grains  of  white  &  Blacke 
Wampum,  I  used  at  the  treaty  on  Ohio.  Some  of  the  Belt  the 
Indians  will  return  or  ans'  with  some  of  their.  Some  Hundreds  I 
Brought  Back,  not  includ  in  the  above,  but  will  return  them  by 
first  opportunity  to  Secretary. 

CONRAD  WEISER,  Interpreter. 

Indorsed — Conrad  Weiser's  Acco*  of  Wampum,  left  in  the  Sccre- 
tarys  Office,  October  21-«,  1748. 


\ 
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Deposition  of  S.  White  and  others,  1748. 

Cecil  Co%  ss. 

The  depoBition  of  Samael  White,  aged  Fifty-three,  Depoaeth  on 
Oath,  &  Bajeth  that  he  knows  af  no  improvement  made  on  the  Land, 
where  Mary  McFadin  now  liveS|  before  she  Settled  there  as  Tenant 
to  Henry  Baker,  that  there  was  a  small  appearance  of  a  Settle- 
ment, when  this  Deponent  settled  on  his  own  Land,  w*"*^  was  made 
on  his,  this  Deponent's  Land,  near  to  the  Land  Mary  McFadin  now 
lives  on,  &  that  he  heard  that  it  was  a  Dutchman  that  settled  there^ 
and  further  sayeth  not. 

Taken  before  me  the  19*^  day  of  Novemb.  1748. 

NATHAN  BAKER. 

Hannah  White,  aged  about  Thirty-nine,  being  one  of  the  People, 
oalleth  Quakers,  affirmeth  &  sayeth,  that  She  Remembereth  that 
the  severall  Articles  sworn  to  above  are  just  <&  true. 

The  Deposition  of  Jonathan  Hartehom,  aged  about  Thirty  years, 
Deposeth  on  oath,  and  sayeth  that  he  hath  liv'd  at  &  near  the  Set- 
tlement of  Samuel  White,  About  Twenty  two  years,  &  remembers 
that  Thomas  Hampton  sold  the  place  where  Sam'  White  now  lives, 
that  the  said  Hampton  when  he  sold  the  above  Settlem^  to  this  De- 
ponent's Father,  made  a  reserve  of  a  small  Improvement  out  of  the 
said  Settlem*,  &  near  joyning  to  the  Land,  the  above  Mary  McFadin 
now  lives  on,  w*"^  Improvement  is  now  in  the  Possession  of  Samuel 
White,  &  had  been  there  before  the  said  McFadin  settled  there. 

The  above  depositions  taken  befour  me,  one  of  his  Lordships 
Justice,  this  19^  day  of  November,  .1748. 

NATHAN  BAKER.* 
/mforsec^.— Sam*  White  &  Hanah  White. 


Gov.  QoocH  to  President  Palmer,  1748. 

Sir, 

This  is  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letter,  datfed  Nov*" 
8**,  with  the  Treaty  made  at  Lancaster  last  summer,  which  I  think 
was  managed  with  great  Prudence. 

I  am  very  glad  we  have  purchased  the  amity  of  that  distant 
nation  of  Indian,  being  sensible  of  what  consequence  their  adherence 
to  our  Interest  may  be  in  Case  of  any  future  rupture.     I  have  also 

*  See  Col.  Rcc.  Vol.  V.  p.  885. 
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received  from  Cap*  Ballet,  a  Copy,  of  M'.  Weiser's  Journal,  aod  we 
are  perfectly  satisfied  with  his  Gonduct^  and  your  dbposal  of  our 
Present    I  am  with  great  esteem^ 

Your  obed^  humb  Servant, 

WILL.  GOOCH. 
Oc'ber  26*",  1748.  .  ^4 

inr/orwwf— October  26%  1748.     Letter  from  W*.   Gooch   to 
President  Palmer. 


John  Churchman  to  B.  Petbrs,  1748-9. 

My  Ffrd : 

Richard  Peters  as  I  live  near  on  y*  Borders  of  Maryland,  I 
think  it  my  Duty  when  any  thins  is  likely  to  Endanger  the  peace 
of  y  Government,  or  Interfere  with  the  Royal  order,  to  Give  Notice 
thereof,  the  present  Case  that  Encases  me  to  Trouble  thee  w**^  these 
lines  is  this,  Joseph  England  obtamd  a  warrant  of  Resurvey  last  year, 
which  I  send  Inclosed  w*'  the  Reasons,  why  I  could  not  Execute  it, 
he  is  Bead  abont  three  weeks  since,  &  since  his  Decease,  there  appears 
an  Intention  to  Deprive  his  Heirs  of  the  land;  a  Marylander  has 
been  w'^  the  agent,  who  gives  Leases  for  Lands  in  Talbot's  Manner, 
&  has  obtained  (as  I  am  informed)  a  promise  for  one  on  this  Land, 
and  now  this  being  land  Held  under  Pennsyl%  before  j*  year  24,  & 
pa/d  Lot  &  Scott  to  y*  Government  Ever  Since,  if  such  things 
are  practised  on  the  Border,  most,  if  not  all  the  Inhabitants  of 
West  Nottingham,  may  soon  be  in  y*  same  Circumstance,  for  they 
stieateh  the  Bounds  of  that  man',  so  as  to  Include  all  that  town- 
ship. .  Sam"  England,  heir  to  Joseph,  deceased,  has  (in  Justice)  an 
nndoubted  Right  to  a  preference  of  purchase,  (from  either  side)  at 
least^  should  therefore  be  fflad  to  have  him  some  How  assisted  or 
secured.     In  haste  I  conclude,  thy  flfrd, 

-JNO.  CHURCHMAN  * 
E.  Netting-,  12*^  of  llbr,  1748-9. 

Indorsed — 12**  Janry,  1748.  Letter  to  the  Secretary  about 
Joseph  England's  Tract  of  500  in  Nottingham. 

*  See  Col.  Roc.  Vol.  V.  p.  8a2-8,  and  pp.  21-2  of  this  Vol. 
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Gov.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Hamiltok,  1749.* 

BoBtoB,  February  20",  1748-9. 

Sir: 

I  have  lately  receiv'd  Intelligence  (which  yonr  Honour  will  find 
contained  in  the  enclos'd  Paper,)  of  the  Preparations  making  by  the 
French  of  Canada,  for  the  Settlement  of  the  Lands  near  Crown 
Point ;  and  I  make  no  Question  of  the  truth  of  it,  it  being  a  thing 
I  always  expected  would  be  attempted  by  them  immediately  upon 
a  Peace,  and  I 'look  upon  the  affair  to  be  of  such  Consequence,  as 
to  require  the  utmost  Efforts  of  the  English  Governments  in  every 
proper  way  to  prevent  it ;  and,  (besides  it  being  a  matter  of  gene- 
ral Concern  to  all  his  Majesty  Colonies  on  the  Continent  of  Ame- 
rica, who  may  in  Process  of  time  be  equally  indangered  by  the 
spreading  &  Growth  of  the  French  upon  our  Borders,)  as  your  Colo- 
ny, as  well  as  ours,  will  be  more  immediately  affected  herewith,  I 
judg'd  it  necessary  to  communicate  this  Intelligence  to  you,  and  to 
desire  that  you  would  maturely  consider  this  matter,  and  let  me 
have  your  Opinion  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  by  the  English 
Governm^'  (in  Case  the  French  should  make  these  Incroachments 
upon  his  Majesty's  Territories,)  for  preveuting  them  before  it  be  too 
late. 

I  am,  with  very  great  Regard, 
Sir, 

Your  Honour's  most 

obed^  Humble  Servant,* 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
The  hon^*''  James  Hamilton,  Esq*". 

IndoTBcd — Governor  Shirley's  Letter  to  Governor  Hamilton, 
dated  20*»»  Febry,  1748. 


ExTBAcr  OF  A  Letter  from  Israel  Williams,  Esq.,  to 

-     GovERMOuR  Shirley. 

Hatfield,  Feb^^  13*",  1748. 

Sir:  : 

The  1 1*"  Instatit,  Col<>  Willard  sent  a  Frenchman  to  me,  who,  the 
Wednesday  before  came  to  Fort  Dummer,  he  calls  his  name  Jean 
Orange,  and  gives  this  account  of  himself,  that  seven  days  before  his 
arrival  at  Fort  Dummer,  he  came  from  Crown  Point,  where  he  had 
been  for  some  time  a  soldier,  and  that  he  deserted  the  service,  and 
came  to  New  England  with  hopes  to  get  home  to  France,  from 
whence  he  came  about  six  years  ago.    Its  possible  he  may  give  the 

*  Got.  Hamilton  entered  in  Nov.  1748.    See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  Y.  p.  862. 
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true  reason  of  his  rnnniog  away ;  he  is  very  desirous  of  getting  to 
Boston,  and  having  an  opportunity  to  send  him  along  without  much 
charge  to  the  Government ;  I  have  ordered  him  to  your  Excellency 
to  he  disposed  of  as  you  think  proper ;  he  says  there  is  ahout  an 
hundred  Soldiers  now  at  Grown  Point,  no  Indians  out,  and  that 
hoth  French  and  Indians  are  in  full  Expectation  of  an  Established 
peace.  Also,  that  the  French  are  preparing,  and  intend  very  soon 
to  come  &  settle  the  Lands  near  Crown  Point,  it  seems  they  little 
fear  the  success  of  M'.  Bollans  memorial,  (if  they  have  ever  heard  of 
it)  or  the  Attempts  made  to  procure  the  Demolition  of  that  Fort, 
and  their  Removal  from  thenoe,  our  people  that  have  been  there 
one  and  all,  represent  the  Lands  East  and  South  of  Crown  Point 
for  a  great  extent,  exceeding  rich,  valuable  and  suitable  for  Settle- 
ments. 

Examined, 

J.  J.  WILLARD,  Seory. 

Indorsed — Extract  of  a  Letter  from  one  at  Hatfield  to  Governor 
Shirley,  dated  13**  Febry,  1748. 


Deposition  of  Samuel  ENaLAND,  1749. 

Philad"  M. 

This  Twenty  ninth  day  of  April,  1740,  before  me  Charles  Wil- 
liilg,  Esq',  personally  appeared  Samuel  England,  of  East  Nottingham, 
in  Chester  County,  &  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  Yeoman,  and  being 
of  the  People  called  Quakers,  did  on  his  Solemn  Affirmation,  say, 
deckre,  and  averr,  as  follows,  viz :  that  on  or  about  the  Last  Day 
of  March,  1748,  this  Affirmant  was  present,  when  William  Hay, 
then  Sab  Sheriff  for  the  County  .of  Chester  in  the  said  Province, 
lerv'd  a  Writ  issuing  out  of  the  Prothonotary's  Office  at  Chester, 
upon  Robert  Mitchel,  at  the  Suit  of  this  Affirmant's  Father,  Joseph 
England,  being  as  this  Deponent  understood,  and  believes  an  Action 
brought  by  the  said  Joseph  England  against  the  said  Robert  Mit- 
chel,  for  cutting  down  and  destroying  Timber,  and  other  Trespasses 
committed  by  him  upon  part  of  a  Plantation  &  Tract  of  Land,  which 
the  said  Joseph  England  pnrchas'd,  &  held  under  a  Pennsylvania 
Bight  for  upwards  of  Twenty  five  years  last  past,  &  during  that 
time  has  always  been  reputed  and  deemed  to  lye  in  the  said  Pro- 
vinoe  of  Pennsylvania,  Tas  this  Affirmant  always  understood  and 
believes,)  &  for  which  Plantation  the  said  Joseph  England,  has  all 
along,  during  that  time  paid  Taxes,  and  serv'd  Offices  in  Chester 
County  aforesaid.  That  after  the  said  Writ  was  so  serv'd  by  the 
•aid  William  Hay  upon  the  said  Kobert  Mitohel,  they  with  the  said 
Joaeph  England  went  to  a  Publick  House  in  Nottingham  afore- 
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•aid,  t  ibis  Affimunt  aoeoniNUiyed  ihem  thither,  k  there  the  said 
Suit  and  Differeoee  was  Settled  and  Accommodated,  and  the  said 
Kobert  Mitchel,  not  only  agreed  to  give  the  said  Joseph  England, 
a  Bond  in  Satisfaction  for  his  Damages,  but  also  to  give  him  the 
said  Joseph  England,  peaceable  Possession  of  the  part  of  the 
Plantation,  which  he  the  said  Mitchell  had  intmded  npon  as  afore- 
said, &  the  said  Joseph  England  consented  that  the  said  Mitchel, 
with  his  Family,  might  continue  to  reside  npon  the  said  Plantation 
'till  the  Fall,  or  he  oond  provide  himself  with  another  Place,  but 
was  not  by  the  said  Agreement  to  stay  any  longer  on  the  said  Plan- 
tation till  this  Spring.  That  the  said  Robert  Mitchel,  did  Uiere- 
upon  voluntarily,  and  in  a  quiet,  peaceable  manner,  (without  being 
any  ways  compelled  thereto,  by  the  said  William  Hay  or  Joseph 
England,)  surrender  and  give  up  the  possession  of  that  part  of  the 
said  Plantation,  whereupon  the  said  Mitchel  then  lived  with  his 
Family  to  the  said  Joseph  England,  who  then  consented  to  per- 
mit the  said  Mitchel  to  continue  thereon  as  aforesaid.  That  the  said 
Affirmant  was  present  during  all  the  said  Transaction  between  the 
said  Hay,  Joseph  England  &  Robert  Mitchel,  but  had  then  no  pro- 
perty or  Interest  in  the  said  Plantation,  or  any  part  thereof,  save  that 
this  affirmant  then  Rented  the  said  Plantation  as  Tenant  to  his 
.  Father. 

SAMUEL  ENGLAND. 
Done  at  Philadelphia. 
Before  mo, 

CiiAs.  Willing,  Mayor. 

7»(/or«f(f— Affirmation  of  Sam^  England. 


Deposition  op  Jbkemiah  Brown,  1749. 

The  Affidavit  of  Jeremiah  Brown,  aged  Sixty  Years,  taken  before 
mo,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Chester,  Con- 
cerning the  Settlement  of  that  Xr^ct  of  Land  in  the  Possession  of 
Joseph  England,  Late  Deceased. 

This  Affirmant,  on  his  Solemn  affirmation  Suth,  that  abont  A.  D. 
1700  or  7,  James  Brown,  his  father,  bought  a  Small  Improvement 
from  John  Ilnncc-Stcelman,  made  on  that  Tract  of  Land  where 
Joseph  England  Lived,  (without  a  Right  either  from  Mary-land  or 
IVnnsylvania,  as  he  Supposes,^  and  that  his  Father,  the  said  James 
Brown,  had  the  same  in  Possession,  and  nnder  Culture  nntill  about 
A.  D.  1713,  at  which  time  he,  the  said  James  Brown,  Bequeathed 
the  said  Right  of  Improvem^  to  his  Son  William  Brown,  Brother  to 

•  Sw  Col.  Bee,  VoK  V.  p.  SS29,  also  Mttr  of  Jno.  Chordknum,  p.  19  of 
^it  volume. 
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Uiifl  aSrmaiity  who  did  Enjoy  and  Peaoeably  possess  the  same;  and 
about  thai  time  the  said  William  Brown  got  a  survey  made  thereon 
by  Thomas  Pierson,  a  Sarveyor  of  Chester  County;  and  in  A.  D. 
1716,  the  said  William  Brown,  Deoeaa'd  and  left  his  Widow  in 
PossessioD ;  and  Esther  Brown,  tho'said  Widow,  about  A.  D.  1720, 
did  make  Sale  of  the  said  Improvement  or  Plantation  to  Benjamin 
Yining,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  who,  about  A.  D.  1723,  Sold 
the  same  to  Joseph  England,  abovementioned,  who  ever  since  that 
time  had  the  s^  Tract  in  Possession,  and  Paid  Lett  &  Scott  to  Penn- 
sylvania, and  doth  not  know  that  ever  any  of  the  former  Possessors 
Paid  any  Tax  or  Service  to  the  Province  of  Maryland;  and  further 
saith  not. 

JEREMIAH  BROWN. 

Affirmed  before  me  this  26th  Day  of  the  Second  month,  call'd 
April,  1749. 

ELISHA  GATCHELL. 


Conrad  Wbiser  to  Gov.  H.,  1749. 

Sir: 

By  these  lines  I  let  yon  Enow  that  I  retomed  from  Shomokin  on 
the  18  of  this  Instant  I  happened  to  meet  the  Eldest  and  youngest 
Son  of  Shickelimy  at  the  trading  house  of  Thomas  McKee,  about  20 
miles  this  side  of  Shomokin^  by  whom  I  was  informed  that  all  the 
Indians  had  left  Shomokin  for  this  present  time,  because  for  want 
of  proTisioD,  so  I  thought  best  to  deliyer  my  message  there  to  the 
Sons  of  Shickelimy ;  there  was  three  more  of  the  Six  nation  Indians, 
one  of  them  was  Toganogon,  a  noted  man  among  the  Cayuckers. 
All  what  I  had  to  do  was  to  let  the  Children  and  grand  Children  of 
our  deceased  friend,  Shickelimy,  know  that  the  Governor  of  Pensil- 
Yania  &  his  Council  Condoled  with  them  for  the  death  of  their  father, 
which  I  did  accordingly,  and  gave  them  a  Small  present  in  order  to 
wipe  off  their  tears  according  to  the  Custom  of  the  Indians ;  the  pre- 
sent consisted  of  six  Strowd  Matchcoats  and  seven  Shirts,  with  a 
Birlng  of  Wampum ;  after  this  was  over,  I  gave  another  string  of 
Wampum  to  Taghneghdoarusj  ShickelimyV  Eldest  son,  and  desired 
him  to  take  upon  him  the  Care  of  a  Chief  in  the  .stead  of  his  deceased 
father,  and  to  be  our  true  Corespondent  untill  there  should  be  a  meet- 
ing between  the  Governor  of  Pensilvania  and  some  of  the  Six  nation 
Chiefs,  and  then  he  should  be  recommended  by  the  Governor  to  the 
Six  nation  Chiefs  and  Confirmed,  If  he  would  follow  the  foot  steps 
of  his  deceased  father.  He  accepted  thereof,  and  I  sent  a  string  of 
Wampum  by  Toganogon,  (who  was  then  seting  out  for  Cayuckquo,) 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  V.  p.  88a-889. 
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to  Onantago,  to  let  the  Coansel  of  the  Six  nation  Know  of  Shicke- 
limy's  death  and  my  transaction  by  order  of  the  Governor.  There 
wad  a  necessity  for  my  so  doing ;  the  Indiana  are  very  uneasy  about 
the  white  people's  Setling  beyond  the  Endless  mountains  on  Joniady, 
on  Sherman's  Greek  and  Else  where ;  they  tell  me  that  above  30 
familys  are  setled  upon  the  Indiana'  land  this  spring,  and  dayly  more 
goes  to  setle  thereon;  some  have  setled  all  moat  to  the  heads  of 
Joniady  River  along  the  path  that  leads  to  Ohio ;  the  Indian  says, 
(and  that  with  truth,)  that  that  Country  is  their  only  Hunting 
ground  for  dears,  because  further  to  the  nord  there  was  nothing  but 
Spruce  woods  and  the  ground  Covered  with  palm  prushes,  not  a. 
single  dear  Could  bo  found  or  killed  there;  they  asked  me  very 
Seriously,  whether  their  Brother  Onas  had  given  the  people  leave 
to  setle  there.  I  Informed  them  of  the  Contrary,  and  told  them  that 
I  Beliefit  some  of  the  Indians  from  Ohio,  that  were  down  last  Sumer, 
had  given  liberty  (with  what  right  I  could  not  tell)  to  setle  ;  I  told 
them  of  what  passed  on  the  Tuscarora  path  last  Sumer  when  the 
Sheriff  and  three  Magistrates  were  sent  to  turn  of  the  people  then 
Setled,  and  that  I  then  percei^d  that  the  people  were  favoured  by 
some  of  the  Indians  above  mention',  by  which  means  the  orders  of 
the  Qovernor  Came  to  no  Effect ;  so  farr  they  were  Content,  and  said 
that  the  thing  must  lie  as  it  is  till  the  Six  nation  Chiefs  would  be 
down  and  converse  with  the  Governor  of  Pensilvania  about  the  affair. 
I  have  nothing  Else  to  add,  but  remain. 

Sir,  your  very  obedient, 

CONRAD  WEISER. 
Heidleberg,  Aprill  the  22, 1749. 

A  list  of  the  present  I  bought  of  Thomas  McKee  for  the  family  of 
Shiokelimy,  deoeaaed : 

£   8.    d. 

To  6  Stroud  Matchcoats  at  25  a  piece,          .        .        .  7  10  00 

To  7  Shirts, 3  10  00 

To  Sundry  small  things 00  15  00 

To  three  strings  of  Wampum  I  gave,  all  the  three 
strings  amounted  to  1500,  at  five  shillings  per  hun- 
dred,      8  15  00 

Total,    £15  10  00 

i 
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Jno.  Churchman  to  R.  Petbrs,  1749. 

Friend  Peters : 

Wbat  I  Certified  Concerning  the  time  tbe  Survey  was  made  on 
that  tntct  of  Land  Posses'd  by  Joseph  England,  was  by  the  best  In- 
fonnition  I  Could  then  get,  &  do  believe  the  Error  as  to  time  is  on 
my  Side,  because  I  have  6ow  had  a  Certificate  of  a  Survey,  produced 
bj  Jeremiah  Brown,  from  under  Thomas  Pearson's  own  hand,  of  a 
Tract  which  Pearson  Surveyed  on  or  Near  the  same  day  with  tho 
above  Mentioned;  as  Jeremiah  Brown  seems  positive,  it  is  probable  • 
that  the  Conveyance  of  that  Land  by  Esther,  the  Widow  of  William 
Brown,  to  Benjamin  Vining,  was  Ruled  as  to  Course  &  Distance  by 
Thomas  Pearson's  Survey  £  Certificate  thereof,  but  now  it  cannot  be 
found.  As  to  Old  John  Dawson,  I  think  he  was  Imposed  on  by  the 
Marylanders ;  in  his  Examination  he  gave  the  Enclosed  affidavit,  in 
a  free,  Intelligent  manner,  which  was  passed  from  his  mouth  without 
Striving  to  Wrest  an  Expression,  or  putting  words  in  his  mouth. 

As  Uance  Steelman  was  a  Marylander,  who  made  the  first  small 
Improvement  where  Joseph  England  lived  by  virtue  of  his  own 
pleasure,  the  same  might  therefrom  be  called  Maryland ;  when  James 
Brown  bought  tho  same,  no  doubt  he  Intended  to  hold  the  same  as 
Pennsylvania,  the  same  Joyning  to  a  Lot  of  Nottingham  in  his  pos- 
session, but  no  certain  Intelligence  can  yet  be  had  that  the  said  Land 
was  Entered  in  Either  Pennsylvania  or  Maryland. 

To  Speak  ray  own  Opinion  freely,  I  take  the  Case  to  be  thus,  when 
James  Brown  bad  the  Land,  &  when  his  Son  William  first  possessed 
it,  it  was  Intended  to  be  held  under  Pennsylvania ;  but  tbe  said  Wil- 
liam Brown  being  a  dealing  Man,  and  his  Trading  Chiefiy  towards 
Maryland,  he  Chose  to  stand  Neuture  in  his  possession,  or  perhaps. 
Rather  Inclined  toward  Maryland,  because  there  was  about  that 
lime  great  Threatening  to  Ceize  the  produce  of  our  Province,  some-  . 
thing  whereof  was  Indeed  put  in  Execution  by  the  Marylanders, 
particularly  on  a  Considerable  Quantity  of  Malt  belonging  to  old 
William  Brown,  Brother  to  James  Brown  afores' ;  at  another  time,  a 
Considerable  Quantity  of  both  Wheat  &  flower  belonging  to  EHsha 
Gatchell,  also  some  Barrels  of  flower  belonging  to  Samuel  Litler, 
aUo  some  Tobncco  of  Joseph  Hainses. 

When  Joseph  England  Possesed  the  Land,  he  liking  the  Constitu- 
tion of  our  province  best,  Chose  to  hold  under  Pennsylvania,  being 
Near  a  Mile  to  tbe  North  of  the  East  Line  from  the  Mouth  of  Octa- 
raro,  but  was  liked  None  the  better  therefore  by  his  Maryland 
Neighbours ;  and  the  said  Joseph  England  being  a  Man  in  Consider- 
able Bnsinessi  &  often  from  whom,  &  holding  his  Land  under  a 
Slender  Title,  a  particular  Neighbour  of  his  took  Advantage  thereof, 
ia  the  first  place  by  purchasing  John  Lackland's  Ri^t  of  Tenant- 
•bip,  &  thereby  took  possession  of  that  part  of  the  said  five  hundred 
Aeres,  and  without  all  Question  paid  Suit  and  Service  to  Maryland. 

Vol.  n.— 2 
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Therefore,  In  the  said  Joseph  England's  Absence  mode  another 
small  Incaraion  &  Raised  a  Log  Honse  or  Cabin  where  Mary 
McGladen  lives,  Took  possesion  thereof  &  held  under  Marjinnd  to 
Strengthen  the  Title,  &  Its  probable  the  Tenants  have  paid  Suit  & 
Service  Ever  since  to  the  province  of  Maryland ;  and  the  borders 
being  in  some  Confusion  for  want  of  a  setled  Boundaries,  some  other 
persons  holdinc  under  Pennsylvania,  being  greedy  to  enlarge  their 
Claims  Cleared  some  other  Part  of  the  fiaid  five  hundred  Acres 
which  Lay  Convenient  to  their  Plantations  &  Inclosed  the  same  and 
so  have  kept  Possession  thereof,  &  most  thereof  before  A.  D.  1737, 
Hint«d  at,  in  the  return  of  the  Warrant  granted  to  Joseph  England, 
W\  ^^  br,  1747. 

As  to  the  Depositions  of  Robert  Mitchell  &  Robert  McFadons, 
so  far  as  they  Relate  to  William  Hey,  Sub  Sheriff  of  our  County, 
10  making  that  Arrest  &  giving  Joseph  England  Possession,  are 
Realy  True,  it  was  done  Privately  &  has  given  great  uneasyness  to 
Every  well  Disposed  Person  to  the  Peace  of  the  Province,  &  gener- 
ally Accounted  as  an  Imprudent,  dangerous   Action. 

Wee  beine  Present,  &  Concerned  in  Examining  into  the  above 
Particulars,  ao,  as  believing  the  above  to  be  true,  Subscribe  our  bands. 

ELISHA  GATCTIELL, 
JNO.  .CHURCHMAN, 
JOSEPH  HAINgS, 
MORDECAI  JAMES. 
2--  mo.  2Q%  1749. 

P.  S.     Sam**  England  has  not  yet  accepted  of  a  Lease.'*' 

JndoTBed, 
Jn*.  Churchman's  Report. 


Extracts  of  Letters  from  Albany,  1749. 

An  exact  Extract  of  the  Letter  written  at  Albany,  July  29*^,  0.  S  , 
1748,  by  Master  Shirley,  Governour  of  Boston,  to  the  Marquis  de 
La  Oallisoniere,  Oovernour  Gen^  of  New  France. 

the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  who  have  been 

under  his  Majesty's  Protection  «ver  since  the  first  settlem^  of  the 
English  in  North  America,  &  considered  as  Vassals  of  the  Cro?m  of 
Oreat  Britain. 

.  .  .  .  .  as  those  Indians  are  the  King  oar  Master's  Vas- 
sals &  Engaged  hi  this  War. 

and  in  the  Letter  of  M'  Clinton,  New  York,  24** 

May,     .     .     .*   the  Six  Nations  Subjects  to  his  Majesty.     .     . 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  V.  p.  877,  884-889. 
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This  Extract  has  bedn  carefully,  and  word  for  word  drawn  out 
from  the  abovementioned  Letters  by  ine,  one  of  his  Maj*  Supreme 
Coonoil  of  Quebec,  the  4*^  9«^%  0.  S.  1748;  in  Quebec. 

PERTHUIBR.    i 

BoUand  Michel  Barrin  Oheyalier  Marquis  de  La  Oalissoniere, 
Chevalier  de  L'  ordre  Militaire  de  S'  Louis,  Capitaine  des  Vaisseaux 
du  Roy  CommaodaDt  general  pour  sa  Majeste  en  toute  La  Nouvelle 
France,  terres  et  province  'de  La  Louisiaue. 

Francois  Bigot,  Chevalier  Conseiller  du  Roy  En  Ses  Conseilles 
Intendant  de  Justice,  Police  finances  et  de  La  Marine,  &c.  Certi- 
fions  a  tons  qn'il  appartiendra  que  Le  S'  Perth uis,  Counseiller  an 
Conseil  Superieur  de  Quebec  a  Sign^  L'Extrait  de  L' autre  part,  et 
que  foy  doit  Estre  ajoute^  aSa  Signature.  Entemoin  dequoy  Nous 
avons  SigD^  et  fait  Coutresigner  ces  Pr^entes  par  L'oy  de'nos  Secre- 
taires et  a  Jecellier  fait  apposer  Le  Cachet  de  nos  armes,  Fait  a 
Quebec  Le  7**  9*",  1748,  La  Galissoniere. 

ff 

[L.  S.]  [L.  S.]  BIGOT. 

Par  Monseignenr  Par  Monseignenr 

PAUTRIVES.  DENHEMEUR. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  to  His  Exoell^  Gov  Clinton,  from  ColP  Wm. 
Johnson,  Dated  the  28^  April,  1749. 

I  must  acquaint  your  Excelk  that  the  Inclosed  Extract  of  your  ft 
OoV  Shirley's  Letter,  (in  the  Malicious  Mauuer  the  French  repre- 
sented it  to  some  of  the  five  Nations  who  went  there  last  Fall,)  had 
Caosed  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness  among  the  Indians,  telling  thenn 
that  yon  &  Gov'  Shirley  by  your  Letters,  looked  upon  them  as 
Slaves  or  Dogs  to  the  English,  h  sev*  other  confounded  wicked  things 
they  had  Innised  into  the  Indian's  heads,  among  the  rest  begged,  of 
them  to  be  watchful  &  on  their  Guard,  that  the  English  were  Deter- 
mined the  first  Opportunity  to  Destroy  them  all.  I  assure  your 
Excell^  I  had  hard  work  to  beat  these,  &  sev'  other  cursed  Villanons 
things  told  them  by  the  French,  out  of  the;r  heads,  k  make  them 
easy,  there  are  sev^  Cannoes  of  Goods  sent  already  to  the  five  Na- 
tions by  the  French,  &  more  expected  Daily,  so  that  they  are  now 
Endeavouring  all  they  can  at  any  Rate,  to  gain  the  friendship  of  the 
five  Nations. 

WM.  JOHNSON. 
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Petition  of  Inhabitants  near  Diggbs's  Choice,  1749. 

To  the  rigbt  HoDOnrable  James  Hamilton,  E?quiro,  Ijewtenant 
Govenioar  of  the  three  Lower  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and 
Sussex  upon  Delaware,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province 
of  Pensilvania. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Little  Connevago,  in 
in  the  Count j  of  Lancaster,  on  the  west  Side  of  Susquenanna,  Com- 
plaining, Shew  unto  your  Lordship,  that  they  Live  adjoyning  to  a 
Certain  Tract  of  Land  Belonging  to  John  Diggs,  which  Said  Tract 
Contains  Six  thousand  eight  Hundred  and  twenty-two  Acres  &  a 
half,  which  Said  Tract  he  holds  by  a  Maryland  right,  and  your  Peti- 
tioners further  Shew,  that  y*  Said  Diggs  now  Claims  three  thousand 
Acres  More  by  Vertue  of  a  re-Survey,  on  which  late  Survey  your 
Petitioners  are  now  living  on,  and  have  Warrants  for  their  respective 
Tracts  in  this  Province,  and  had  the  Same  Laid  out  Accordingly, 
Notwithstanding  which.  Said  Diggs  Daily  threatens  to  Sue  them, 
unless  they  pay  him  a  hundred  pound  Maryland  Currency  ^  Hun- 
dred, or  Pass  their  Bonds  for  the  Same,  bearing  Interest  from  the 
date,  w^^  said  Bonds  he  would  directly  Send  to  Squire  Carroll  & 
Squire  Dullany,  to  whom  the  Said  Diggs  has  Mortgaged  all  his  Con- 
cerns in  this  Province,  Now  Your  Petitioners  Shew,  that  they  are 
under  a  great  Concern  and  Daily  terror  lest  they  Should  be  Carried 
into  Maryland,  and  there  Confined,  being  Sensible  of  the  III  Usage 
they  would  meet  with  there,  and  the  Vast  Exponces  that  would 
Acrew.  Wherefore  your  Petitioners  most  Humbly  request  that  you 
will  use  Some  speedy  Means  for  their  relief,  or  otherwise  they  will 
be  oblidged  to  quit  their  Plantations,  and  they  as  in  Duty  bound  will 
always  pray. 

Signed  by  Hendrick  Seller,  and  13  other  names  badly  written. 

Indorsed. — Petition  against  M'  Digges  of  Maryland;  fbr  extending 
his  Claims  beyond  his  Patent. 

Presented  at  Newcastle,  10»  May,  1749. 


Gov.  Clinton  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1749. 

Fort  George,  May  22«,  1749. 
S'.  • 

Your  Honour  will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  extracts  of  Coll. 
Johnson's  Letter'*'  to  me,  and  of  a  paper  which  the  Govemour  of 
Canada  had  sent  among  the  Indians,  what  artifices  he  is  useing  now 
at  the  Commencement  of  the  Peace,  to  infuse  Jealousies  among  them 
of  the  English,  and  to  withdraw  their  Affections  from  us ;  I  have 
ordered  our  Interpreter  to  go  to  Oswego  with  presents  &  Instruo- 

*  See  page  26. 
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tlonsy  not  onlj  to  confirm  the  five  Nations  in  their  Fidelity  to  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  But  likewise  to  fix  the  Missisagaes,  &  other 
Nations  to  the  Westward  in  their  Alliance  with  as,  which  may  ho 
of  the  greatest  Service^  to  the  British  Colonies  in  case  of  any  future 
War  with  France,  and  also  in  the  Brittish  Commerce  with  all  the 
Indians  to  the  Westward.  And  as  we  have  gained  a  considerable 
Influence  over  these  Nations  to  the  Westward,  &  who  before  knew 
little  of  the  Engli^ih,  while  the  French  have  at  the  same  time  lost 
theirs.  We  ought  I  think,  not  to  be  negligent  in  useing  all  the 
means  in  our  power  to  preserve  these  advantages,  which  we  have  got. 
I  shall  be  well  pleased  with  every  information  or  advice  which  your 
Honour  shall  think  proper  to  give  me  for  this  purpose.  And  as 
your  Traders  go  among  the  Indian  Nations  to  the  Westward,  I  do 
not  doubt  you  will  take  care  to  employ  the  means  you  may  have 
thereby  of  promoting  the  Brittbh  Interest  among  them|  and  of  de> 
feating  the  Designs  of  the  French. 

I  am  with  great  Regard 

Sir 
Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant, 
G.  CLINTON. 

To  His  Honour  Gov'  Hamilton. 
Indoned. 

Letter  from  Gov'  Clinton,  dated  22'  May^  1749. 

Bead  m  Council,  3'  June,  1749. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Marshall,  dated  Albany,  23'  June, 
1749. 

Hon'  8' 

I  take  this  opertunity  to  let  you  know  that  I  received  the  inclosed 
Letter  from  the  Commander  of  Crown  Point  this  Morning,  &  the 
Sergeant  &  five  Men  go  away  to-morrow.     I  thought  it  was  proper 
to  let  the* Officer  know  that  I  received  his  letter,  I  send  your  Excel- 
lency a  Copy  of  mine  to  him,  which  I  hope  you  won't  disapprove  of, 
and  as  the  Sergeant  told  me  that  Peace  was  not  proclaimed  in  Canada, 
and  as  I  had  a  proclamation  by  me  I  sent  it  inclosed  to  the  Officer  at 
Grown  Point,  in  asking  the  Sei^ant  several  questions,  I  desired  to 
know  which  way  he  thought  those  six  Indians  were  gone,  he  told  me, 
be  thought  they  went  Scbaghkoeke  way,  if  so,  it  is  thought  they  will 
cat  off  some  People  there,  which  if  they  do,  every  body  that  has 
lately  settled,  will  leave  their  Farms  again.     These  two  New  Eng- 
land Meii  that  came  with  this  Sergeant  &  Party  told  me,  they  saw 
so  Army  of  near  a  Thousand  Men  march  in  different  bodys  from 
Cinada,  this  day  three  weeks  steering  their  way  forBell6  Rivier,  the 
biok  of  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  prevent  the  English  from  sett*' 
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in  them  parts,  so  I  thought  it  my  Dnty  to  acquaint  jon  of  it.  These 
men  went  from  the  Government  of  Boston  last  March,  in  order  to  get 
some  of  their  Prisoners,  hut  without  suceess,  for  they  have  not 
brought  one,  for  they  said  the  Qovernour  of  Canada  told  them  that  he 
would  not  part  with  one  Prisoner,  till  all  his  Prisoners  were  given  up 
to  him|  this  is  what  they  said,  and  was  ready  to  take  their  oaths  of. 

a  True  Copy, 

G.  CLINTON. 


Gov.  Clinton  to  Gov'r  Hamilton,  1749. 

Fort  George,  28**  June,  1749. 

S':  . 

Inclosed  is  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  to  me,  from  the  Commanding 
Officer  at  Albany,  which  I  received  this  morning,  and  as  the  afiair 
may  prove  of  bad  Consequence  to  the  Province  of  Pensylvania,  if 
the  Inhabitants  are  not  upon  their  guard,  &  should  be  surprized  by 
the  Enemy;  I  therefore  thought  it  for  His  Majesty's  Service  to  send 
this. 

I  have  just  time  to  send  you  an  Affirmation  &  Affadavit  to  give 
yon  an  insight  into  the  Steps  that  are  taking  by  a  vile  Faction  in 
my  Government. 

I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  send  as  soon  as  convenient  the 
Guns  I  Lent  to  your  Province, 
and  am 

8', 

with  great  Bespect, 

Your  very  humble 

and  obedient  Servant, 

GEO.  CLINTON. 
To  James  Hamilton,  Esq*. 

P.  S.  I  must  entreat  the  favour  of  you  to  forward  the  inclosed 
for  M'*  Catherwood  by  the  first  Vessel  for  England,  and  excuse  ye 
hurry'I  am  in  on  these  affiiirs  meeting  the  Assembly  this  day.  I 
am  gicatly  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  wish,  but  you  wilf  perceive 
by  ye  inclosed  I  ehant  have  much  peace,  not  till  I  hear  from 
England.  G.  C 

Indoracd, 

Govdrnor  Clinton's  Lre,  dated  29^  June,  1749,  to  Gov'r  Hamil- 
ton of  P*. 

*  Printed  Vol.  iU.  p.  606. 
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Geo.  Croqhan  to  ,  1749, 

July  8*,  1749. 

S': 

I^st  liight  I  Reoeived  y  favor  by  Express  from  The  Governor,  & 
aflter  Considering  je  Aocoants  Related  Bj  ye  two  New  England  Men 
of  ye  Frenchs  Desinge  to  hinder  the  English  from  Makene  a  Setle- 
ment  on  Ohio,  Must  Proceed  from  an  alarm  that  M'.  Cresap  & 
M'.  Parker  Spread  amonest  ye  Ingans  Last  fall  that  ye  Virginians  was 

fnng|kto  Setle  a  Branch  of  ohio  Gall'  Toogagain  &  that  then  they  wou'd 
uply  ye  Indians  with  goods  Maoh  Cheaper  than  they  Col'd  be 
Saply'  from  Pensilvaina,  Butt  to  my  Certain  knowlidge  that  Report 
had  nott  its  Desired  affectt,  for  Instead  of  gaining  an  Interest 
Amongst  ye  Indians  itt  gave  them  an  aversion  to  M*".  Parker,  for  the 
Indians  Dos  nott  Like  to  hear  of  there  Lands  being  Setled  over 
Allegany  Mountain,  &  in  particular  by  ye  Virginians,  Butt  My 
Opinion  is  that  they  will  nott  Come  To  Ohio,  Butt  Rather  go  by 
Lake  Erie  towards  Wabauce  in  order  to  Secure  a  .very  Considerable 
branch  of  Trade  amongst  ye  Twightwees  which  has  been  out  of  thire 
hands  Some  years  past  and  of  Considerable  advantage  to  this  Province, 
k  itt  is  well  known  ye  French  will  Spare  no  Treble  to  advance  thire 
Trade,  Nor  No  people  Carries  on  ye  Indians  Trade  in  So  Regular  a 
manner  as  the  French.  I  wish  with  all  My  hart  ye  Government  of 
this  Province  wol'd  Take  Some  Method  to  Regulate  ye  Indian 
Trade,  &  to  prevent  Many  Disorders  which  Arises  m>m  ye  Carring  of 
8perits  in  ye  Indian  Cuntrys.  I  have  this  Morning  Dispatch'  of  one 
of  My  hands  to  ye  Borders  of  Lake  Erie,  to  Andrew  Montour,  who 
18  Living  there,  in  order  that  he  Should  Meet  Me  att  Ohio,  for  which 
Place  I  will  Sett  out  on  Monday  Next  My  Self.  I  have  Given  In- 
stroctions  to  Andrew  to  find  out  if  posable  whether  there  be  any 
French  on  Lake  Erie  or  there  Abouts,  &  then  to  Meet  Me  where 
the  body  of  the  Indians  are  Setled  on  Ohio.  I  Make  no  Doubt 
batt  the  French  will  Make  use  of  unfair  Methods  they  Can  to 
bring  over  all  ye  Indians  they  can  to  there  Interest,  But  I  am  of 
opinion  that  ye  Indians  are  So  well  grafted  in  ye  English  Interest 
that  they' will  Nott  be  Esey  Deceved  by  the  French.  I  will  follow 
ye  Oovemour's instructions  when  I  Go  to  Ohio,  and  all  Methods  that 
is  proper  for  Securing  ye  Interest  of  the  Indian  s^  &  when  I  Come  to 
Ohio  if  I  find  there  is  any  Truth  in  this  Report  or  any  Danger 
Apace,  I  will  Stay  att  Ohio  with  Andrew  Monteur  in  order  to  keep 
ye  Indians  Study,  &  Dispatch  a  Mesinger  with  News  to  ye  Gover- 
nor, if  ye  report  Should  prove  false,  as  I  hope  itt  will,  I  shall  have 
ye  plesher  of  Seeing  you  in  Town  after  My  Return  from  Ohio  by 
first  of  Angs^,  Till  when  I  remain, 

D'S', 
your  Most  humble  Servant, 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 
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S': 

Yesterday  Came  bj  My  bouse  four  IndiaDS  warriers  from 
ye  Southard,  on  tbire  Return  to  Onondago,  &  about  one  Mile  belovr 
My  bouse  towards  Harris's  ferrey  they  &ott  a  Drinking  at  a  Still- 
bouse,  &  in  ye  Night  one  of  them  gott  Stab**  in  three  pleses  in  ye 
body  &  Dyed  on  the  Spott,  ye  Other  three  being  Drunk  I  C^nnott 
yett  find  outt  whether  he  was  kill'd  by  one  of  them  Solves  or  a 
white  Man,  But  I  Shall  Secure  all  ye  white  Men  that  was  att  ye 
plese  till  I  find  outt  the  Truth  of  ye  affair,  &  then'  I  will  Lett  you 
know  More  fully  ye  Truth  of  ye  Matter,  Butt  I  think  all  Stillera  & 
Tavern  keepers  Should  be  fined  for  Making  ye  Indians  Djunk,  & 
Espesely  warriers. 

S'  I  remain    , 

y»  as  before, 

G.  C. 

Jnd  tried. 

George  Croghan's  Lre,  July  1749. 


Gov.  Clinton  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1749. 

July  24, 1749. 
Sir: 

Coll"  Johnson,  who  is  now  with  me,  has  received  a  letter  from  « 
Friend  of  his  at  Oswego,  dated  2'  July,  as  follows  :  We  have  vari- 
ous reports  of  an  Army  gone  to  Ohio ;  Some  making  it  very  Numer- 
ous, others  but  a  few,  so  that  we  can't  tell  which  to  confide  in,  tho' 
it  is  beyond  doubt  that  there  is  one  of  Some  Sort,  as  it  has  been 
told  here,  by  Several  Indians,  both  Cocknawagaes  and  others ;  and 
by  a  Sachem  from  Onondago,  who  came  here  this  day,  we  have  ye 
fplkwiDg  accounts,  which  he  Says  he  had  from  Some  Indians  from 
Canada,  that  the  French  had  Spoke  to  the  Fighters  of  the  Cockna* 
wogaes  with  a  Belt  of  Wampum,  for  their  assistance,  but  were  re- 
fused by  them,  and  they  then  applyed  to  the  Sachems  for  their  In- 
terest with  the  Young  Men,  but  they  refused  thco^  also,  and  told 
them  they  had  been  agreat  while  fighting  for  them,  and  as  it  was 
now  peace  they  would  not  take  up  the  Hatchett  again,  &c. ;  and  he 
says  they  were  also  refused  in  the  like  manner  by  Several  other  In- 
dians who  they  applied  to  for  assistance,  and  that  they  had  in  all 
but  Six  Indians  that  joined  them,  three  of  which  are  Cocknowagoes, 
and  y^  this  Army  consisted  in  all  of  three  hundred  Men,  and  ye 
Six  Indians.  Jancourt  is  gone  on  the  expedition,  and  was  to  have 
Commanded  the  Indians^  if  they  could  have  prevailed  with  them  to 
have  gone. 
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This  ftceoant,  tho'  Imperfect,  Seems  the  most  autheniick  I  have 
heard.     I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  great  Respect, 

Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

■   GEO.  CLINTON. 
Hon***  Governor  Hamilton, 
Fort  George  at. 
New  York,  24  July. 
1749. 
Indoned, 

Governor  Clinton's  Letter  to  Governor  Hamilton,  dated  25*^  Julji 
1749. 


Indian  Deed  fobt  Lands  between  Delaware  &;  Susque- 
hanna, 1749. 

Know  all  men  by  these  Presents,  that  We,  Canasat^go,  Satagan- 
Sehly,  Kanalahyiac&yon  and  Canechwadeeron  Sachems  or  Chiefs  of 
the  Indian  Nations,  called  the  Onontagers,  Cayianockea,  Hanatssany 
Ag&sh  Tass,  Caruchian&chqui  Sachems  or  Chiefs  of  the  Indian 
Nation  called  the  Sinickers ;  Peter  Ontachsax  and  Christian 
Diarjhogon  Sachems  or  Chiefs  of  the  Indian  Nation  called  the 
Mohocks ;  Saristagnoah,  Watahatuhon  and  Anuchnaxqua  Sachems, 
or,  chiefs  of  the  Indian  Nation  called  the  Oneyders;  T&wis  Tawis  \ 
Kaohnoaraaseha  and  Ta  Kachquoantas  Sachems  or  Chiefs  of  the 
Indian  Nation  called  the  Cayuikers ;  Tyierox,  Ralichwanonkchshy 
Sachems  or  Chiefs  of  the  Indian  Nation  called  the  Tuscorrorow ; 
Tachnechdorus  Sago  guchiathon  &  Cachnaora  E4tack-Ee  the  Sachems 
or  chiefs  of  the  Indian  Nation  called  thcShomokin  Indians;  Nhti- 
mas  and  Quulpaghack,  Sachems  or  chiefs  of  the  Indian  Nation 
called  the  Delawares,  and  Backsinosa  Sachem  or  chief  of  the 
Indian  Nation  called  the  Shawancs,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  Five  hundred  Pounds  lawfull  money  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the 
Honourable  Thomas  Peno  and  Richard  Penn,  Esquires,  Proprietaries 
of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvaoia,  &o.,  well  and  truly  paid  unto  the 
said  CanasatSgo  Sataganachly,  Kanalshyiac&yon,  Canechwadeeron, 
Cayianockea,  Hanatssaoy,  Ag&sh  TasS)  Caruchian^hqui,  Peter 
Outachsax,  Christian  Diaryhogon,  Saristagnoah,  Watshatubon 
ADuchuaxqua,  T&wis  Tawis,  Kachnoaraas^ha  Ta  Eachquoautas, 
Tyierox,  Ralichwanoa^h-Sby,  Tachnecdorus,  Sagogucbiathon,  Cach- 
liaora,  Katack-Kc,  Nutimus,  Qnalpaghack  and  Backsinosa  before 
the  Sealing  and  Delivery  of  these  Presents,  the  Receipt  whereof 
they  the  said  Sachems  or  Indian  Chiefs,  do  hereby  Acknowledge 
tbemsclves  to  be  fully  Satisfied,  contented  and  paid,  and  thereof  do 
Mqoit  and  forever  discharge  the  said   Proprietaries,  Thomas  Penn 

2* 
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and  Bichard  PeDn,  their  Heirs,  Saooessora  and  Assigns  by  these 
Presents,  Thej  the  said  Canasatego  Satagan&chly,  KanalsLyiaoayony 
OanecbwadeSre,  Cayian6ckea,  Hanatssany,  Agash  Tass,  Carachiana- 
chqui,  Peter  Ontachsax,  Christian  Diary hogon,  Saristagnoab  Wats- 
hatahon,  Anuchnaxquay  Tawis  Tawis,  ,Kaohnoaraas§ha  Ta   Kaoh- 
quoantaSy  Tyicrox,  Ralichwanon&ch-shy  Tachneohdoras,  Sago  guch- 
iathon,  Cachnaora,  Katack-Ee,  Nutimus,  Qualpaghaoh  and  fiack- 
biuosa  for  and  on  behalf  of  all'the  Indian  Nations  aforesaid  and  every 
of  them  Have  given,  granted,  Bargained,  Sold,  Beleased  and  eon- 
firmed,  and  by  these  Presents  Do  and  every  of  them  Doth  give, 
grantf  bargain,  sell,  release  and  confirm  unto  the  said  Proprietaries, 
Thomas    Fenn  and  Bichard   Pcnn,   their  Heirs,  Suooessors  and 
Assigns,  All  that  Tract  and  parcell  of  Land  situate,  lying  and  being 
within  the  following  Limits  and  Bounds,  and  thus  described,  (that 
is  to  say)  Beginning  at  the  Hills  or    Mountains  called  in   the 
Language  of  Five  ^lations,  Indians,  the  Tyanuntasachta  or  Endless 
Hills,  and  by  the  Delaware  Indians  the  Keckaohtany  Hills,  On  the 
East  Side  of  the  Biver  Susquehannah,  being  in  the  North  West 
lino  or  Boundary  of  the  Tract  of  Land  formerly  purchased  by  the 
said  Proprietaries,  from  the  said  Indian  Natiotks,  by  their  Deed  of 
the  Eleventh  day  of  October,  Anno  Dom.  One  Thousand  Seven 
hundred  and  Thirty-Six,  And  from   thenoe  running  up  the  said 
Biver  by  the  several  Courses  thereof  to  the  first  or  nearest  Moun- 
tain to  the  North  side  of  the  Mouth  of  the  Creek  called,  in  the 
Language  of  the  said  Five  Nation  Indians,  Cantagny,  and  in  the 
language  of  the  Delaware  Indians,  Maghonioy,  and  from  thence  ex- 
tending by  a  direct  or  Straight  line  to  be  run  from  the  said  Moun- 
tain on  the  North  side  of  the  said  Creek  to  the  main  branch  of 
Delaware  Biver,  at  the  North  side  of  the  Mouth  of  the  Creek  called 
Lechawachsoin  and  from  thence  to  return  across  Lechawachsein 
Cre;^k  aforesaid  down  the  Biver  Delaware,  by  the  several  Courses 
thereof,  to  the  Kekachtany  Hills  aforesaid,  and  from  thence  by  the 
range  af  the  said  Hills  to  the  Place  of  Beginning,  as  more  fully  ap- 
pears in  and  by  the  Map  or  Draught  hereunto  annexed,*  in  which  the 
several  lines,  courses  and  Boundaries  of  the  said  hereby  intended  to 
bo  granted  Premises  are  for  the  better  explanation  and  distinction 
thereof  described  in  Bed  Lines,  And  also  all  the  parts  of  the  said 
Bivers  Susquehannah  and  Delaware,  from  shore  to  shore,  which  are 
opposite  to  the  said  hereby  granted  Tract  of  Land,  and  all  the 
Island  in  thd  said  Bivers,  or  either  of  them,  Together  with  all  the 
Soils,  Lands,  Fields,  Woods,  under  Woods,  Mountains,*  Hills,  Valleys, 
Savannahs,  Fenns,  Swamps,  Isles,  Lakes,  Bivers,  Creeks,  Waters,  Biv- 
ulets,  Bays,  Inlets,  Mines,  Minerals,,Quarrie8,  Bights,  Liberties,  Privi- 
leges Advantages,  Hereditaments  and  Appurtenances  thereunto  be- 
longing, or  in  any  wise  appertaining,  and  all  the  Bight,  Title,  Intrest, 
Property,  Claim  and  Demand  Whatsoever  of  the  said  Canasat§go 
Satagand,ch1y  Eoinalshyiacaydn,  Canechwade^ron^  Cayiandckea,  Hants- 

*  See  Lithograph  Sheet. 
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wnj,  Agash  Tasa,  Garuohianacliqai,  Peter  OntachsaZy  Christiav 
Diarjho^OD,  '"Saristagnoah,  Watahatubon,  Anuebnazqua,  T&wifl 
Tftwis,  Kachnoaraaseha,  Ta  KaohquoantaSi  Tjieroz,  Salickwan^n- 
adi-sfaj,  TaebDechdorus  Sago  guobifttboDi  Gachnaora  Katack-Koi 
Nntimas  Qualpagfaacb  and  Backsiaosa  or  any  of  tbem  or  of  any 
Person  or  Persons  of  or  belonging  ta  tbe  Indian  Nations  aforesaid, 
every  or  any  of  them,  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Tract  of  Land 
and  Parts  of  the  said  Several  Rivers  of  Susquehannah  and  Dela« 
ware  herein  before  described,  Hereditaments  and  Premises  hereby 
granted  and  Released  or  mentioned  or  intended  so  to  be  and  every 
part  and  parcell  thereof,  with  their  and  every  of  their  Appurtenan- 
ces anto  the  said  Proprietaries,  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn, 
their  Heirs,  Snoeeseors  and  Assigns,  To  the  only  proper  use  and 
Behoof  of  the  said  Proprietaries  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn, 
their  Heirs,  Sacoessors  and  Assigns  for  ever,  So  that  neither  the 
aaid  Cana9t§go,  Satagan&cbly,  Kanalshyiacaydn,  Caneohwadeeron, 
Cayianockea  Hantasany,  Agash  Tass,  Oaruohianachqui,  Peter  Ontach- 
aaz.  Christian  Diaryhogon,  Saristagnoah,  Watahatubon,  Anuebnaz- 
qua, Tawis  Tawis,  KachnoaraasSha  Ta  Kadhqnoantas,  Tyie^oz, 
Balicbwanonacb-shy  Tacknechddrus,  Sago  guohiathon,  Cachnaora, 
Katack-Ke,  Nutimus,  Qualpaghaob,  Baoksinosa,  nor  any  other  of 
the  said  Indian  Nations,  nor  their  or  any  of  their  Heirs,  Descendants, 
Successors  or  Assigns  shall  or  may  at  any  time  hereafter  have  claim, 
challenge  or  demand  any  Right,  Title,  Interest  or^Property  of,  in,  or 
to  the  said  Tract  and  Parcel  of  Land,  Heriditamenta  and  Premises 
hereby  granted  and  released  or  mentioned  or'  intended  to  be  hereby 
granted  and  Released,  n  )r  any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  But  of  and 
from  the  same  and  every  part  thereof  shall  be  barred  and  for  ever 
ezclttded  by  these  Presents,  And  that  the  said  Proprietaries, 
Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  their  Heirs,  Successors  and  Assigns, 
Shall  and  Rightfully  may  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times,  for 
ever  hereafter  quietly  and  Peaceably  Have,  hold,  occupy.  Possess 
and  enjoy  all  and  Singular  tbe  said  herein  before  described  -parts  of 
the  said  Rivers  Susquehannah  and  Delaware,  from  Shore  to  Shore, 
with  all  the  Islands  therein,  or  in  either  of  them.  And  all  tbe  said 
described  Tract  of  Land,  Hereditaments  and  Premises  hereby  grant- 
ed and  Released  or  mentioned  or  intended  so  to  be  with  their  and 
every  of  their  Appurtenances,  without  the  Lett,  Trouble,  hinder- 
anoe  or  molestation  of  the  said  Canasat^go  Sataganachly,  Kanalshy- 
iacayor  Caneohwadeeron,  Cayianockea  Hanatssany,  Agash  Tass, 
Oaruchianacbqui,  Peter  Ootachsaz,  Christian  Diaryhogan,  Saris- 
tagnoah,  Watahatubon,  Anuebnazqua,  Tawis  Tawis,  Eacknoaraaseha, 
Ta  Kackquoantaa,  Tyieroz,  Ralicbwanonach-sby  Tachnechdorus, 
Sagoguchiathon,  Cachnaora,  Eatack-Ee,  Nutimus,  Qualpaghach  and 
Backsinosa,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  others  of  the  said  Indian 
Nations,  or  any  of  them,  or  of  any  other  Person  or  Persons,  Claim- 
ing or  to  claim  the  same  or  any  part  thereof,  by,  from  or  under  them 
or  any  of  them;  in  any  wise,  according  to  the  True  intent  and 
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ing  of  these  Presents.  In  Witness  wbereof  the  hereinbefore 
named  Sachems,  or  Indian  Chiefs,  for  themselves  an^  for  and  on 
behalf  of  all  the  People  of  the  said  several  and  rospeotive  Indian 
Nations  herein  before  named,  and  every  of  them  have  hereunto  set 
their  hands  and  Seals,  at  Philadelphia,  the  Twenty-Second  day  of 
Angost,  in  the  Tear  of  Oar  Lord  One  thousand  Seven  hundred  and 
forty-nine,  and  in  the  Twenty-third  Tear  of  the  Reign  of  King 
George  the  Second  over  Qreat  Britain,  &c. 


Dtlawareg, 

NUTIMUS, 
QUALPAQHACH, 

OtwntagerB. 
Canasateoo, 
Sataqanaokly, 
Kanalshtiaoaton, 

CaN£GHWAD£ERON, 

Sinichers. 
Cayianockea, 
Hanatsany, 
Agash  Tass, 


L. 

8." 

'l. 

s/ 

;l. 

8." 

'l. 

8.' 

[L. 

8.' 

[L. 

8-. 

[^ 

.  8. 

L. 

8/ 

'l. 

8.' 

L. 

8.' 

[L. 

9.; 

[L. 

s' 

Oneyders, 
Anuchnaxqua,        [L.  8.] 

Cayuikers. 
Tawis  Tawis,  [L.  8.] 

Kagnoaraaseha,     [l.  s.] 
Ta  Kachquontas     [t.  8.] 

Tttscurrorows. 
Tyierox,  [L.  8.] 

Ralichwananach-shy,  [L.  8.] 

Shomokins, 
Tacbneedobus,         [L.  8.]. 
Saooouohiathon,  [l.  s.] 

CaCHNAORA  KatACK-KE;[L.  8.]  CaRUGHIAN ACHQUI 

Mohocks,  OiietfdeTS, 

Peter  Ontachsax,    [l.  s.]    Saristaqnoah, 
CaaiSTiAN  DiARYHoaoN,[L.  8.]  Watshatuhon. 
Shawanes, 
Bagksinoba,  [L.  8.] 

Signed,  Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  Presence  of  Will'm  Looan^ 
one  of  the  Council  of  the  Province  ] 
Bdward  Warner  ;  Lynford  Lardner,  Receiver  General  of  the 

Province ; 
Wm.  Peters  ;   Richard  Peters,  Secretary  of  the  Province ; 
Sam'l "Kirk  Evans;  James  Logan,  jr. ,  Joseph  Galloway ; 
Jame8  Kinsey,  Will.  Hamilton,  Thomas  Lloyd  ) 
Conrad  Weiser,  Interpreter,  Tnos.  Cookson,  Thos.  Wharton, 

Jun'; 
Charles  Stowe,  Thomas  Carrell. 

Indorsed, 
Pennsylvania  w : 

On  the  first  day  of  May  Anno  Domini  1751,  before  me,  William 
Allen,  I2sq^  Chief  Justice  of  Pennsylvania  aforesaid.  Personally  ap- 
peared Wilaam  Peters  and  Richard  Peters,  both  of  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  said  Province^  Gentlemen,  and  made  oath  on  the 
Holy  Evanselists,  that  the  within  Deed  being  first  read  and  fully  ex- 
plained to  the  several  Indians  within  named,  as  Parties  thereto  and 
then  present,  by  Conrad  Weiser,  their  Interpreter,  the  same  Deed 
was  on  or  about  the  day  of  the  date  thereof,  by  the  said  several 
Indians  signed  (By  setting  their  respective  marks  thereto  as  within) 
Sealed  and  as  their  Act  and  Deed^  delivered  to  the  Honourable 
Hamilton,  Esq'.,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  said  Province, 
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fte.y  for  Ibe  nae  of  the  within  named  Proprietaries,  and  that  they  the 
said  Deponents  did  then,  amongst  the  Rest  of  the  Witnesses  there- 
to, Subecribe  their  names  to  Attest  the  due  execution  thereof  as 
within  appears.  Witness  my  Hand  and  Seal  the  said  first  day  of 
May,  1751. 

WILL.  ALLEN,    [l.  s.] 

Beooided  the  16^  day  of  May,  1752.* 


Deposition  of  John  Murpht,  1749. 

Cecil  County  ss : 

John  Murphy  Mak's  Oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Almighty 
God,  that  in  the  Year  one  thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  thirty 
Six  be  became  a  tenant  under  Henry  Baker  in  a  house  then 
built  on  a  Certain  trackt  or  parcel  of  Land  lying  in  Cecil  County, 
bat  often  Claimed  by  Joseph  England,  Some  Distance  from  the  b!* 
Joseph  England's  then  present  possession  to  the  Westward,  but  ye 
6*  Deponent  Understood  that  ye  s'  Joseph  England's  Claim  went 
Near,-  or  about  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  More  to  the  West  than  where 
he  Lived,  and  that  he  Lived  on  b!*  Land  three  years  and  always 
Daring  s*  time  paid  his  taxes  and  Customs  to  Maryland,  and  that 
After  him  James  Nevile  Lived  on  1^  Land,  then  Robert  Mitchel, 
Who  Does  Still  Continue  to  Live  there  to  this  Day,  and  is  and  Ever 
was  within  his  knowledge  adeem'd  as  Maryland.  Sworn  before  me, 
this  9«'  Day  of  Septem*«',*1749. 

BBNJ'xV  CHEW. 


Deposition  op  Marg.  McClbary,  1749. 

Margaret  McCleary  Mak's  Oath  on  tha  Holy  Evangelist  of  Al- 
mighty God,  that  in  the  year  One  thousand  Seven  Hundred  and 
thirty  two,  her  Husband,  Robert  McCleary,  (now  Deceased)  Bought 
the  Plantation  Whereon  She  now  Lives,  of  Henry  Baker,  and  her 
8*  Husband  always  paid  taxes  and  Customs  to  Maryland  till  his 
Death,  and  that  she  has  Done  So  Ever  Since ;  that  Joseph  England 
often  Demanded  Possession  of  s*  Plantation,  tho'  Never  did  as  She 
knows  of  Shew  aney  Right  for  it ;  that  She,  ye  Deponent,  Under- 
atands  the  s*  Plantation  to  be  the  Most  Northermost  part  of  a  tract 
of  Land,  Containing  three  Hundred  Acres,  Cautioned  by  William 
Brown,  which  he  Sold  to  one  Hughs,  a  Welchinan ;  that  John  Sack- 
land  ijved  on  s*  place  before  they 'came  to  it,  and  it  Ever  was 
mdeem'd  as  Maryland.  Sworn  before  me.  One  of  his  Lordship's 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  s*  County,  thb  9**  day  of  Sept»%  1749. 

NATHAN  BAKER. 

•  In  office  of  Recorder  of  Deeds,  Philadelphia,  H.  Vol.  II.,  p.  204.,  from 
which  this  18  printed  ;  the  original  is  at  Horrijsburg. 
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List  of  Inhabitants  over  Susquehanna,  1749. 

The  following  is  a  List  of  the  most  remarkahle  Inhabitants  in  the 
Several  Town'ps  &  Settlements  over  Sasquehanna  in  the  8*  Valley 
fit  to  discharge  Publick  Ofices. 

In  Newbnry  Town'p  on  Sasquehanna,  between  Yellow  Breeches 
Creek  &  great  Conowago, 

[Jn».  Day.]    John  Day,  Nathan  Hussey/ 

John  Hussey,       John  Oarretson/ 
In^  Warrington  Town'p,  to  the  Westward  of  the  former, 
[Tho.  Coz.]        l*noMA8  Cox,        Riohard  Cox, 
[John Douglas.]  John  Douglass,  Alexanders  Unperwoob, 

Robert  Comer. 

In  Hangtington  Town'p,  Westward  of  former, 
[Mathew  Dill.]  Mathew  Dill,    Alexander  Grimes, 

James  Murphy,  William  Weyerman, 

In  Tyrone  &  Mannallan  Town'ps,  to  the  Southward  and  Westward 
of  the  former, 

Walter  Carson,        William  Lindsay, 
[Jn».  Cox.]    William  Proctor,"    John  Cox, 

David  McConachy,        Archibald  McOrew. 

In  Mash  Creek  Settlement, 

William  Buchanan,  William  Hamilton, 

[Hans  Hamilton.]  Han8  Hamilton,'  JoIin  Ahmstronq. 

In  Rock  Creek  Settlement  &  Kttle  Conawago,  Eastward  of  former, 
[Pat.  Watson.]  Mathew  Oault,    Patrick  Watson,  ■^., 

Georue  Black,      William  Oreer, 
James  Murray. 

Between  these  &  Tyrone, 
WiLUAM  Kino,  Rich'd  Brown, 

[■.]  Robert  Dickson,  John  Carroll, 

To  the  Eastward  of  former  lye  Mount  Charles  Town'p,  Conawago 
Town'p,  &  another  adj.  to  Warrington,  wherein  are 
*.  Daniel  Sleqle,  ".  John  Huston, 

*.  John  Abbot,  ".  Samuel  Hendricks, 

John  Lease. 

Between  the  former,  the  river  &  the  Maryland  line  are  Manches- 
ter, Upper  &  Lower  Hallem,  &  some  other  Town'ps,  wherein  are 
Mathias  Lambert,  Balthaser  Knertzer, 

Geouoe  Myer,      Martin  Miller, 
[Geo.  Swope.]"*  Charles  Jones,  George  Swops, 
[Jn«.  Wright]  John  Adlum,     John  WriohTj^ 

*  Jacob  Miller,         another   family  Name   John 

Wrioht  late  Trustee  John  Wright,  Jun'. 
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M'.  Webb : 

1  have  sent  jou  here  such  of  the  names  of  the  most  remarkable 
Sellers  on  the  other  Side  the  river,  as  I  ean  at  present  remember. 
M^  James  Wright  can  inform  you  of  the^othcrs,  &  is  the  fittest 
person  I  know  to  give  you  or  the  Assembly  further  light  in  this 
afiair. 

I  am  your  Pr*, 

GEO.  SMITH. 

DircctetL 

To  M^  James  Webb,  here. 

• 

hihned. 
Justices  for  York  County^  Sber,  1749. 


David  Maoaw  to  Richakd  Peters,  1749-50. 

Sir: 

The  advantage  to  the  Propriators  &  the  Inhabitants  of  the  valey . 
ia  the  reason  1  give  you  the  trouble  of  my  thoughts  of  this  beifBg 
the  most  Central  place  and  properest  Situation  for  the  County  town, 
and  had  it  been  ln:»pected  into  at  first,  before  it  was  made  a  purchase 
of  from  the  Proprietor,  I  make  no- doubt  but  there  would  been  a 
reserve  thereof  made  for  that  use,  there  being  Such  a  large  Scope  of 
ground  which  can't  be  found,  the  lil(ea  town  could  be  made  in  this 
valey  but  it  Self. 

I  B'live  you  are  prity  Sencable  thereof  your  Self  of  the  large 
bounds  lyes  along  the  South  mountain  betwixt  Canigochege  &  M'. 
Banning'Sy  w^  has  Several  miles  broad  without  Inhabitants,  &  I  am 
very  Sencable  of  what  meadow  can  be  made  by  the  Inhabitants 
to  serve  a  town  hear  to  leatest  posterity,  *8o  that  a  purchase  of  land 
that  seems  high  at  present,  might  some  few  years  to  Come  be 
thought  was  nothing  of  a  Extravagant  price,  k  I  believe  there  is 
land  dose  Situated  might  be  obtained  by  purchase  or  in  exchange 
that  it  would  not  be  hard  to  enlarge  it  to  Satisfaction  and  the  good 
of  the  people— the  propriator's  Hounour.  Where  then  wo'ld  the 
great  loss  be  that  the  propriator  Purchase  a  little  land  for  Shuch 
Conveoienoy  at  a  price  that  another  wo'ld  give  for  the  same  that  had 
no  Shuch  view  to  buy  it  as  that  hear  the  County  town  Should  be, 
&  no  where  Blse.  I  mean  three  hundred  acres  from  M'.  Shippen, 
the  Lowery,  has  prioed  may  have  by  the  Edge  of  this  town,  which 
I  hear  now,  Since  John  Lowery's  death,  in  the  woods  they  are  not 
a  mind  to  have,  besides  what  M'.  Shippen  ofered  him  Self, 
and  I  am  prity  Sencable  what  land  of  his  besides,  withouLa  town  is 
made  hear,  wo'ld  be  of  no  great  Consideration  to  him  more  than  the 
hvge  Scope  I  Spoke  of  can  Ever  be  to  the  propriator  without  it  be 
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for  the  Same  use,  &  thereby  M**.  Sbippen  &  the  Inhabitants,  without 
purchase  is  made  from  him,  will  unavoidably  have  the  most  good  of 
the  whole,  as  there  is  no  place  for  a  town  shutable,  to  ocupie  these 
Gonvienceys  but  it  Self. 

Sir.  y**  friend  &  Servant, 

DAVID  MAGAW. 

P.  S.  It  is  to  be  considered  at  what  Distance  a  County  town  is 
made  from  a  Central  place,  when  nature  Seemed  wo'ld  have  pitched 
it,  when  there  is  not  an  equivalent  advantage  by  w^  Even  the  other 
place,  that  far  out  of  the  way,  is  alwaise  opression  to  Some,  to  what 
Ever  the  Degree,  as  well  as  is  it  the  gain  of  the  oficer  at  th§  ez- 
pence  of  the  poor ;  I  mean  Sherifs,  by  four-pence  a, mile,  by  what  is 
the  distance  may  be  adcd  together  in  the  Continuance  thereof,  wold 
rise  to  a  fine  Sum,  whilst  the  good  of  a  people  is  the  praise  of  a  Com- 
monwealth, &  the  Honour  of  its  Chief.  I  hope  it  will  be  thought 
of. 

y",  &o.,  D.  M. 

Shippensburg, 

Febr*  1»S  1749-50. 

Directed, 
To  M'.  Richard  Peters,  Secret', 

in  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed. 

David  Magaw's  Lrc  about  County  Town  at  Cumberland,  Febr'yj 
1749-50. 


Sir  : 


Gov.  Ogle  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1750. 

Annapolis,  Feb.  3*,  1749-50. 


I  take  this  opportunity,  by  M^  Parker,  of  acknowledging  the 
Favour  of  your  Letter  of  the  1 1^^  of  D&if.  Your  Former  of  the 
23'^'*'  of  Sep*",!  answered  by  the  first  opportunity  the  post  offered  after 
it  came  to  my  hands. 

As  I  make  no  doubt  of  your  receiving  my  Said  Letter  of  the  30^ 
of  Nov**,*  having  put  it  myself  into  the  hands  of  our  Postmaster,  I 
shall  not  trouble  you  with  the  Repetition  of  what  I  then  Said,  but 
only  assure  you,  that  it  would  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  see 
all  our  Boundaries  clearly  settled  to  the  mutual  Ease  &  Satisfaction 
of  all  Parties,  &  I  hope  the  true  Extension  of  your  Line  of  Longi- 
tude wiH  be  the  Sooner  ascertained,  as  I  understand  the  Govern'  of 
Virginia  ia  as  soUioitous  about  it  as  we  are,  and  indeed  I  can't  well 
see  now  the  Gen  Clemen  of  the  Ohio  Company  can  proceed  to  settle 
the  Lands  in  their  intended  Grant  before  this  is  done. 
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I  find  it  IS  thought  by  Some  that  the  said  Line  may  extend  near 
the  Meridian  of  the  Fountain  head  of  Potomack,  if  it  should  go 
farther  West  we  shall  be  out  of  the  Affair,  &  you&  Virginia  will  have 
the  Point  to  settle  between  you.  As  you  may  probably  know  more 
of  this  matter  than  I  can  pretend  to,  I  shall  be  glad  of  your  OpiU" 
ion  Upon  the  subject,  in  the  mean  time  I  beg  leave  to  remain,  with 
▼ery  great  Regard, 

Sir, 
your  mopt  obedient 

&  humble  Servant, 

SAM.  OGLE.* 

Indaned, 

Letter  from  Gov''  Ogle,  conocming  the  eztens"  of  the  Temporary 
Line,  Dat  Feb'y  3'  1749. 


Wm.  Parsons  to  R.  Peters,  1749-50. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esq', 

4 

Sir  :  herewith  you  have  all  the  Papers  that  ever  came  to  my 
Hands  relating  to  the  Temporary  Line,  being  one  old  Draught  in 
M^  Jacob  Taylor's  Hand-writing;  copied,  as  I  imagine,  from  a 
large  folio  Book  in  the  Surveyor  General's  Office  ]  John  Taylor's 
Draught  as  far  Westward,  as  Conegochege,  and  M".  Eastburn's  Field 
Harks  &  Plan  with  his  rough  Draught  of  a  Return,  which  Return 
18  it  was  made  to  Gt>vernor  Thomas,  it  is  not  improbable  that  he 
may  have  taken  it  with  him,  if  it  is  not  amongst  the  Proprietor's 
Papers.  I  hope  what  was  done  with  regard  to  the  Bridge  at  the 
upper  End  of  the  Town  will  have  your  Approbation,  if  any  thing 
further  is  necessary  M'.  Scull  will  have  Opportunities  enough  to 
oommunicate  it  to  me.  Upon  my  opening  to  M^  Weiser  the  Affair 
yott  gave  me  in  Charge,  it  affected  him  pretty  much,  as  he  looked 
upon  it  a  matter  of  great  Importance,  but  did  not  hesitate  Obedience. 
He  is  entirely  of  Opinion  that  it  will  be  best  to  proceed  from  South 
to  North,  and  that  it  will  be  impracticable  to  prosecute  the  Business 
till  some  time  in  August  next,  as  well  upon  Account  of  Subsistanoe, 
which  will  not  be  to  be  met  with  in  those  parts  before  that  Time,  as 
upon  Account  of  the  Gnats,  Musketoes,  flies  and  other  vermiu 
which  are  intollerable  in  the  Summer  Season,  and  especially  to 
Horses.  It  will  ah»o  be  necessary,  he  thinks,  to  have  at  least  two 
Indians,  Shikallimo's  Sofs,  with  us.  And  these  may  be  necessary 
even  in  extending  the  Temporary  Line.  The  Number  of  Persons  ne- 
cewary  cannot  yet  bo  determined,  because  if  we  go  at  a  Time  when 
Provision  is  not  to  be  had  in  the  desert  Woods,  a  greater  Number 

«  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  V.  p.  422. 
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will  be  wanting  then,  as  it  must  all  be  carried  with  us.  I  have  a 
young  Man  in  mj  Service  who  understands  something  of  Surveying 
and  as  it  may  contribute  something  towards  expediting  the  Affair  to 
have  one  with  me  that  I  can  trust  now  and  then  to  continue  the 
Course,  when  it  may  be  necessary  for  mo  to  take  a  view  of  the  adja- 
cent Country,  or  in  Case  of  any  Disaster,  I  propose  with  your  Appro- 
bation to  take  him  with  me.  As  he  is  a  young  Man  he  may  happen 
to  be  useful  hereafter  to  the  Proprietaries  by  being  something  ac- 
quainted with  those  parts  of  the  Country. 

M'.  Weiser  will  write  you  more  particularly  as  soon  as  he  gets 
dear  of  Court  Business. 

I  am,  Sir| 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

WM.  PARSONS. 
Lancaster,  Feb'ry  9%  1749. 
Directed. 
To  Richard  Peters,  Esq'., 
Philadelphia. 

Indorsed, 

Wm.  Parson's  Lre^  9  Feb.^  1749. 


Thomas  Cookson  to  Gov.  H.,  1749-50. 

Honoured  Sir: 

In  Pursuance  of  your  Directions,  I  have  viewed  the  several 
Places  spoke  of  as  commodious  Situations  for  the  Town  in  the 
County  of  Cumberland,  and  also  the  several  Passes  thro'  the 
Kittochtisnny  and  Tuscarrora  mountains,  for  the  Conveniency  of  the 
Traders  to  Allegheny,  and  for  your  Honour's  dearer  View  I  have 
laid  the  County  down  in  a  Plan  and  mark'd  the  several  Waters  & 
remarkable  Settlements  on  them,  and  also  the  Tracts  eorvey'd  for 
the  hono'ble  Proprietors.  I  shall  take  the  Liberty  of  making  some 
Observations  on  the  several  different  Places  recommended,  as  the  In- 
bitants  of  the  different  Parts  of  the  County  are  generally  partial 
from  the  Advantages  that  would  arise  from  a  County  Town  in  their 
own  neighbourhood.  And  first  the  Inhabitants  about  the  River  re- 
commended the  manor,  being  a  considerable  Body  of  the  Proprieta- 
ries Land,  well  timbered,  ail  which  wou'd  be  render'd  very  valuable 
in  case  the  Town  shou'd  be  fiz'd  there }  but  the  Body  of  the  County 
cry  loudly  against  that  Situation  as  lying  in  a  distant  Corner  of  the 
County,  w**"  will  be  a  perpetual  Inoonvenienoe  to  the  Inhabitants  in 
attending  publick  Business,  and  a  great  charge  of  mileage  to  the  re- 
spective officers  employed  in  it.  The  next  Situation  is  on  Le  Torts 
Spring,  this  place  is  convenient  toJJie  New  Path  to  Alleghenny,  now 
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mostly  used,  being  at  the  Distance  of  four  miles  from  the  Gkp  in 
the  Kittochtinnj  monntain.  There  is  a  fine  Stream  of  Water 
and  a  Body  of  good  Land  on  eaoh  side,  from  the  Head  down  to 
Conedogwainet  Greeki  &  the  Lands  on  both  Sides  Gonedogwainetaie 
thiok  settled. 

As  these  Lands  are  settled,  if  it  shou'd  be  thought  a  proper  Sitoa- 
tton  for  the  Town,  the  People  possessed  of  them  are  willing  to  sell 
Iheir  Improvements  on  reasonable  Terms,  or  exchange  them  for 
other  Lands  of  the  hono'ble  Proprietors.  There  is  a  Tract  of  about 
2000  Acres  of  tolerable  well  timbered  Land  without  Water,  adjoin- 
ing the  Settlements  on  Le  Torts  Spring,  which  may  be  serviceable 
to  accommodate  the  Town,  and  lies  as  mark'd  in  the  Plan.  If  this 
Place  should  not  be  Central  enough,  the  next  Situation  is  the  Bigg 
Spring,  it  rises  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  North  West  of  the  Great 
Road,  five  miles  from  Dunnings,  and  seven  from  Shippensburgh,  ruus 
into  Conedogwainet  in  about  three  miles  good  Land  on  each  Side  & 
on  Conedogwainet,  and  a  great  Quantity  of  Land'to  the  Southward 
which  is  tolerably  well  timbered,  but  no  Water.  The  Hono'ble  Pro- 
prietors has  a  Tract  of  4000  A*  ou  the  North  Side  Conedogwainet, 
opposite  to  this  Spring,  as  mark'd  in  the  Plat,  there's  a  Grap  in  the 
mountain  called  MoClure's  Gap,  convenient  for  bringing  the  Road 
from  Alleghenny  to  this  Place,  &  with  the  Purchase  of  two  or  three 
small  Improvements  the  Proprietors  might  be  accommodated  with  a 
sufficient  Quantity  of  Land  for  that  Purpose.  As  to  Shippeusburgh 
I  have  no  occasion  to  say  any  Thing ;  the  Lands  being  granted,  and 
indeed  if  that  was  not  the  case,  it  appears  in  the  Plan,  that  the 
Lands  about  it  are  unsettled  for  Want  of  Water^  which  must  be  a 
sufficient  Objection. 

The  next  Place  propos'd  was  on  Conegochage  Greek,  where  the 
Road  crosses  it :  the  Lands  to  the  Eastward  of  it  are  vacant,  the  - 
Settlements  being  chiefly  on  the  Sides  of  the  Creek,  the  Situation 
is  very  good  &  Land  enough  vacant,  only  the  Plantation  on  the 
Creek  must  be  purchased.  This  Place  was  proposed  as  more  oonve- 
Bient  for  the  Indian  Trade,  &  open'd  a  shorter  &  better  Passage  thro' 
the  Mountains,  on  which  Account  I  went  round  the  Kittochtinny 
Hill  by  Pameli's  Nab  to  the  Gap  in  the  Tuscarrora  Hill,  as  lies  the 
prick'd  Line  in  the  Plan,  from  Benjamin  Chambers's,  to  the  Great 
Cove.  It  is  true,  a  tolerable  Passage  may  be  had,  but  it  must  be  by 
the  various  Turnings  as  laid  down.  It  was  urg'd  by  the  People  of 
Conegochage  that  as  Lord  Fairfax  was  laying  out  a  Town  at  Wat- 
kins's  Ferry  on  Potowmack,  &  that  the  Indian  Trade  would  be  en- 
eourag'd  there,  &  a  Road  cut  to  Alleghenny,  unless  the  Town 
sboald  be  pretty  high  up  the  Valley,  a  good  Deal  of  i>ur  Trade 
would  go  toi#hat  Town }  your  Honour  will  readily  see  the  Foroe  of 
that,  I  grant  it  as  to  the  Country  Trade,  but  as  to  the  Indian  Trade, 
I  think  it  won'd  be  no  Advantage  to  oar  Philadelphia  Merchants 
too  have  their  Seat  of  Trade  too  near  that  of  their  neighbours,  w^ 
woa'd  only  give  the  People  ooncern'd  the  Choice  of  two  Marketi| 
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and  10  which  we  cannot  poBsibly  be  any  Gainers,  having  already  the 
Bulk  of  that  Trade  in  our  Hands,  bat  may  risque  the  loosing  some 
Part  of  it.  Upon  the  whole  it  appears  to  me  to  lye  between  the 
two  Situations  of  Le  Torts  Spring  and  the  Bigg  Spring,  the  particu- 
lars of  which  I  have  before  given.  Your  Honour  may  depend  upon 
the  Truth  of  the  Plan. 

Upon  fixing  the  Spot  some  Directions  will  be  necessary  for  a  Plan 
of  the  Town,  the  Breadth  of  the  Streets,  the  Lots  to  be  reserved  and 
those  to  be  allotted  for  the  publick  Buildings,  &c. 

In  the  Execution  of  which  or  any  other  Service  for  the  Hon'ble 
Proprietaries  com'itted  to  me,  I  shall  take  great  Pleasure. 
I  am 

Hon*  S', 

Y'  most  obed* 

h'ble  Serv*, 

THO.  COOKSON. 
To  his  Honour  the  Governor. 

Lancaster;  1*^  March,  1749. 

Indorsed.  • 

Copy  M'.  Gookson's  Letter  to  the  Governor  about  a  proper  Sitaa- 
tion  for  the  County  Town  of  Cumberland,  1**  March,  1749. 


Conrad  Wbisbr  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1750. 

Lancaster^  May  the  4,  1750. 
Sir: 

I  was  favoured  with  yours  of  the  28  Aprill  last,  by  M'.  John 
Laurence,  with  the  inclosed  packet  of  the  Governor  of  New  York  to 
the  Governor  of  Pensilvania,  with  the  dispatches  of  that  Great  man 
Waraghiyagee  to  his  Governor,  and  as  I  am  desired  to  give  my 
thoughts  about  it  to  his  Honour,  the  Govemer,  I  shall  not  trouble 
you  with  enlarging  in  this.  You  may  Easely  Call  to'  mind  what  I 
allways  said  to  you  about  the  Administration  in  Indian  affair  of  our 
neighbours ;  this  is  a  prooff  thereof.  You  tell  me,  Sir,  that  you  waa 
Surprised  that  there  was  not  one  Word  in  My  letter  relating  to  the 
new  purchas.  I  hope  you  did  not  Expect  that  I  Should  ConsuU 
any  thing  about  with  the  Son  of  Skickelimy,  which  would  have  ben 
wrong,  but  If  it  wts  because  no  answer  arrived  from  the  Six  Na- 
tions to  tl^Belt  of  Wampum  the  Governor  gave  them  last  Sumer, 
I  am  Equally  Surprised,  but  am  apt  to  think  that  the  Council  of  the 
Six  nations  was  but  Summoned  this  Spring,  because  I  heard  that 
most  of  the  Indians  that  have  been  down  with  us  last  Snmer^  Stay'd 
all  Winter  upon  the  heads  of  Susquehanna  to  Hunt,  ae  it  was  Hunt- 
ing time  before  they  past  Shomokin.    I  Belief  it  to  be  truC;  but  I 
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Still  Expect  a  Messenger  from  Oocmdago  this  Samerwith  an  answer 
to  the  said  Belt. 

As  to  what  belongs  to  my  Survey  at  Mokomay  I  am  well  pleased 
with  your  answer,  and  am  obliged  to  you,  for  your  good  wiU  and 
affection. 

M'.  Croghan  Game  home  but  last  Monday  night  and  rested  but 
one  day,  and  so  Came  down  to  Lancaster.  Andrew  Montour  camo 
down  with  him  from  Ohio  to  his  house,  ^I  mean  to  Mr.  Groghan's 
bouse)  and  did  Intent  to  go  to  Philadelphia  Some  time  next  week, 
and  is  Wanting  my  Gompany,  but  as  I  Expecting  you  up,  I  told  M'. 
Croffhan  to  stop  Andrew  till  you  Game,  which  would  be  on  the  15 
of  this  Instant  to  John  Harrises.  In  your  last  you  desire  me  not  to 
mention  it  to  any  Body  that  you  was  a  Goroing  up,  but,  Sir,  in  yours 
of  last  weeky  on  this  Subject  you  did  not  say  so,  and  therefore  I 
marie  no  particular  privacy  of  it,  all  though  I  don't  know  whether  I 
told  any  Body  of  It  till  I  Game  to  Lancaster,  before  I  received  your 
last  as  to  what  Gonccrns  M^  Groghan  &  Andrew  Montour,  you  will 
receive  Information  of  M*".  Grogban  himself. 

In  Some  of  my  last  letters  you  was  Informed  of  Reading  affairs, 
and  that  we  got  Water  at  52  or  8  feet.  I  hope  you  will  Gome  that 
way,  and  be  at  my  house  on  Saturday  night,  the^  12  of  this  Instant, 
aad  I  will  aiake  as  Well  Gome  as  I  Gan,  and  malce  you  Governor  of 
my  place  as  long  as  you  will  please  to  Stay  with  us. 

I  Can  not  help  Mentioning  to  you,  that  I  positively  Belief  that 
Warraghiyage  Squanders  a  great  deal  of  money  in  a  year,  which  the 
poblic  must  pay,  and  I  am  satisfied  he  has  not  wit  Enough  to  know 
the  Indians  thoroughly,  but  I  hope  he  does  not  fall  short  of  Honesty. 
I  have  nothing  to  trouble  you  further  with  till  I  shall  have  the 
pleasure  to  see  you.     I  remain, 

Sir, 
your  well  known ' 

Servant, 

GONRAD  WEISER. 

Dirwtecf. 
To  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  Secretary, 
at  Philadelphia. 

M'.  Weiser's  Lre  of  4  May,  1750. 
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Gov.  OaLE  TO  Gov.  Hamilton,  1750. 

May  20,  1750. 

Sir: 

As  I  was  in  the  Country  when  T  received  the  fiEivonr  of  yoar  last 
Letter,  I  deferred  answering  it  till  'the  meeting  of  our  Assemhly 
that  I  might  have  the  Sense  of  the  Gentlemen  of  his  Lordship's 
Counsel  upon  the  Suhjeot,  &  I  find  they  are  of  opinion  that  all  things 
considered,  it  is  unnecessary  to  he  at  the  Expense  &  trouble  of  ap- 
pointing Commiss'*  to  settle  our  Boundaries  in  any  other  manner 
than  they  are  at  present  reputed.  As  their  is  so  much  reason  to  believe 
that  Comroiss'*  will  very  soon  be  appointed  by  his  Majesty  at  the 
Request  of  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  to  run  some  of  the  Lines  in 
Question  in  a  more  authentick  manner  than  we  can  pretend  to  do, 
besides  in  a  Letter  lately  received  from  1/  Baltimore,  he  acquaints 
us  that  it  is  expected  that  the  cause  between  him  &  the  Prop^  of 
Pensilvania  will  be  finaly  determined  in  a  few  Months. 

As  to  the  Inconveniencies  that  we  may  be  obliged  to  suffer  in  the 
meantime,  we  are  persuaded  that  fewer  will  offer  in  the  parts  you 
mention,  as  they  are  mostly  uninhabited  than  in  the  other  parts  that 
are  better  peopled,  as  your  people  make  no  Scruples  of  coming  into 
the  Bounds  of  our  Province  in  express  violation  of  his  Majesty's 
Order  in  Council,  as  in  the  Case  of  the  Sub-Sherif  of  Chester  County, 
in  what  I  must  take  the  Liberty  to  Say  that  you  did  not  do  us  the 
Justice  that  this  Govern*  thought  we  had  all  the  Reason  in  the  world 
to  expect. 

After  all  was  it  even  So  necessary  to  run  the  temporary  Line  to 
the  utmost  Extent  of  this  Province,  you  must  be  Sensible  that  there 
are  Some  Difficulties  that  could  not  be  easily  got  over  without  his 
Majesty's  Interposition,  as  the  greatest  part  of  it,  as  it  now  stands, 
was  run  exparte  by  the  Commiss'"  of  Pensilvania  without  the  Con- 
currence of  those  of  Maryland,  &  all  of  it  so  contrary  to  the  Agree- 
ment of  our  Proprietors,  confirmed  by  his  Majesty,  that  this  Govern* 
never  thought  themselves  at  Liberty  to  confirm  what  was  done,  tho' 
it  has  been  acquiesced  under,  out  of  a  Desire  of  peace,  in  hopes  that 
affaires  would  have  been  finally  Settled  before  this  time. 

As  to  what  you'  mention  of  the  5  degrees  of  Longitude,  I  appre- 
hend that  the  Gentlemen  of  Virginia  have  very  different  Sentiments 
upon  the  Subject,  however  as  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  further  into 
that  Affair  at  present,  I  shall  only  assure  you  that  no  Body  is  more 
desirous  than  myself  to  see  all  our  Disputes  ended  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner, or  can  be  with  more  Sincerity  &  Respect. 

Sir, 

your  most  obedient 

&  humble  Servant, 

SAM.  OGLE. 
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Indaned, 

Letter  from  Governor  Ogle,  dated  20*^  May,  1750.    Received  b^ 
July,  1750. 

Read  in  Gouoeil  31*'  Jaly,  1750. 


To  Lewis  Evans,*  ebspbctinq  a  Map,  1750. 

Instructumi,  ike. 

The  End  of  your  Jonniey  is  to  gain  Intelligenee  of  the  Southern 
k  Western  Bounds  of  Pensylvania,  where  not  yet  settled,  for  per- 
forming which  observe, 

To  repair  to  Conegoge,  &  from  thence  to  the  Kittatinni  Moun- 
tains, at  the  End  of  the  Temporary  Line,  observe  there  how  fur  it 
IS  from  the  Potowmack,  k  if  that  Line  was  continued,  whether  it 
would  touch  Potomack  or  not. 

From  the  End  o^  the  Temporary  Line,  make  the  best  Pa8sa|[e' 
you  can  amongst  the  Branches  of  Potowmack  to  the  Head  Fountain 
thereof,  observing  here  and  elsewhere  the  courses  of  the  several 
Branches,  the  Ridges  of  the  Mountains  and  the.  Quality  of  the  Soil. 

From  Sasquehanna,  Westward  to  the  Head  Fountain  of  Potomack, 
set  all  the  Information  possible  of  the  Courses  of  the  several 
Streams,  Roads  as  now  occupied,  or  as  may  be  improved  for  any  par- 
ticular Advantage  that  you  can  get  Intelligence  of. 

Minute  down  any  Intelligence  you  can  procure  of  Metals  or  Min- 
erals in  this  or  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  that  may  in  any  manner 
affect  the  Proprietary  Interest. 

Be  very  careful  to  lose  no  opportunity  for  observing  Latitude,  and 
preserve  the  Minutes  of  your  Observations. 

Be  very  particular  in  your  Maps  about  every  Article  directed  to 
your  Enquiry,  making  separate  Draughts  where  Occasion  requires  a 
Dore  particular  Detail. 

Minute  the  Settlements  that  may  interfere  with  the  Proprietary 
Claim,  as  Cresop's  Store,  &c. 

If  opportunity  offers,  procure  a  Copy  of  my  Lord  Fair&z's  divid- 
ing Une  with  Virginia. 

Get  informed  of  the  Stock  and  Scheme  of  the  Virginia  C*.,  trad- 
ing to  Ohio,  and  what  Disadvantages  they  labour  under,  or  advanta- 
ges they  now  or  hereafter  may  enjoy  more  thlin  we  from  their  Situa- 
tion. 

Make  separate  Descriptions  of  all  the  considerable  Rivers,  their 

*  This  paper  is  indorsed  "  Copy  Lewis  ETans's  proposal."  He  published  a 
Map  about  1764-5»— with  a  printed  account  of  the  Coontry— both  of  which 
are  m  the  Philadelphia  librarj.  The  information  for  it  was  probably  thus 
obtained  at  public  Expense,  see  p.  60.  He  issued  proposals  for  a  map,  in 
1748. 
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Quantity  of  Water,  Falls,  what  Navigation  tbej  are  capable  of,  and 
What  Portages  there  are  from  them  to  other  Rivers. 

By  all  safe  Conveyances  send  Accounts  of  your  Proceedings. 

Observe  that  Part  which  lies  Southward  of  the  Temporary  Line, 
Northward  of  Lat.  89  Degrees,  and  Westward  of  the  Meredian  of 
Potowmack,  the  Quality  of  the  Soil,  &c. 

The  Parts  about  Allegeni  River  and  its  Branches,  where  you  will 
judge  the  Province  may  extend  to,  be  very  particular  in  the  Descrip- 
tion of,  as  there  may  be  occasion  bereafter  to  limit  it  by  a  meridian 
Line,  or  by  a  Line  of  like  Shape  with  the  Eastern  Bounds. 

If  possible,  get  Sight  of  Lake  Erie,  and  of  some  Place,  in  this 
Province,  convenient  for  establishing  a  Trade  thereon.  View  the 
Materials  and  be  fully  informed  of  every  Conveniency  and  Inconve- 
niency  attending  it. 

In  all  Parts  beyond  the  Allegeni  Mountains,  Observe  the  Soil, 
Branches  and  Rivers,  the  Portages,  Indian  Towns,  Places  fit  for 
building  Forts  and  Trading  Houses,  Lines  of  Communication  with 
other  Parts  of  Pennsylvania,' and  where  the  most  advantageous 
Settlement  may  be  made  upon  Ground  that  the  Indians  may  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  release. 

Observe  also,  but  with  proper  Caution,  what  Mines  of  Iron,  Cop- 
per, Lead  and  Coal  have  been  found;  what  Quarries  of  Millstones, 
Grindstones  and  Limestones  lye  convenient  for  any  future  Settle- 
ment, and  what  conveniency  there  may  be  for  furnishing  them  with 
Salt  &  Sugar. 

Extend  your  Maps  as  far  as  you  can,  from  your  own  and  others 
observations,  minding  to  distinguish  the  Degrees  of  Credit  that  dif- 
ferent Parts  deserve. 

When  your  Journey  is  completed,  Reduce  your  Minutes  into  one 
conoected  Description,  and  deliver  the  same  to  us. 

In  your  Return,  choose  that  Rout  which  will  give  you  the  best 
opportunity  of  Intelligence  of  the  Articles  above  directed  to  your 
Enquiry. 

If  it  happens  that  you  should  not  be  able  to  go  to  Ohio  by  the 
Branches  of  the  Potowmack  and  l^ohungahalo,  yon  must  use  your 
Discretions  in  contriving  the  best  Rout  you  can  for  gaining  the  neces- 
sary intelligence,  and  if  possible  return  that  way. 

In  your  Course  of  making  the  foregoins  observations,  make  Ex- 
cursions in  adjacent  Parts,  as  you  shall  judge  necessary  for  prevent- 
ing any  Suspicion  of  your  being  employed  by  us. 

For  your  better  Intelligence,  and  for  the  safety  of  your  Person,  it 
will  be  necesary  to  prevent  any  Supicion  of  your  Design,  and  for 
those  Reasons  we  order  that  you  employ  any  Trader  you  shall  think 
proper  to  accompany  you  from  one  Indian  Town  to  another,  and  to 
allow  him  what  you  can  agree  for,  any  Loss  it  would  be  to  his  Trade, 
in  going  out  of  Bis  way. 
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OtrndUions. 

That  I  have  for  my  Time,  Trouble  and  Report  one  hundred 
Guineas  and  my  travelliog  Ezpenoes;  besides  mj  Outset  of  Provis- 
ioii8|  Medicines,  &c.,  and  what  I  shall  pay  others  for  their  Attend- 
ance, Assistance  and  Company. 

That  if  I  should  be  put  under  necessity  to  quit,  or  by  Accident 
to  loose  any  of  my  Instruments  or  my  Horse,  I  or  my  Executors 
shall  be  paid  for  them,  according  to  the  Value  set  upon  them  before 
my  Departure. 

That  if  I  should  dy^i  be  killed  or  detained  a  Prisoner  in  the 
Journey,  my  Executors  or  Attorneys  shall  be  paid  the  above  Sums 
ss  fully  as  if  I  had  completed  what  I  am  employed  in. 

That  if  I  should  be  taken  Prisoner,  I  may  use  all  reasonable 
means  at  the  Proprietaries  Charge  to  procure  my  Release,  and  if  I 
should  be  sent  to  Canada,  Louisiana  or  France,  a  reasonable  allow- 
aoce  shall  be  made  mo  for  my  Time  and  Trouble. 

ImJorged, 
Copy  Lewis  Evans's  Proposals,  26  June,  1750. 


Gov.  Hamilton  to  Justicbs  of  Cuubbrland,  1750. 

Gentlemen : 

H'.  Peters  has  laid  before  me  your  Pfboeedings  in  the  affair  of  the 
removal  of  the  Trespassers  in  the  unpurchased  Lands,  which  I  ap- 
prove of,  &  after  thanking  you  for  the  commendable  zeal  shewed  by 
you  in  the  execution  of  this  necessary  &  serviceable  work,  I  must 
recommend  it  to  you  to  return  all  the  Recognizances  to  this  session, 
ID  order  y*  if  the  offenders  do  not  appear  their  Default  may  be  re- 
corded, And  then  the  Clerk  must  tak^cu'e  to  send  the  forfeited 
Recognizances  up  to  the  Supreme  Court^  that  Process  may  issue 
thereon.    ,  • 

I  am  thinking  for  the  better  prevention  or  Detection  of  those  who 
fhall  presume  after  this  to  Settle  in  those  parts,  to  get  some  proper 
persons  to  reside  there  at  convenient  distances,  k  to  give  them  orders 
to  inform  the  Magistrates  ye  moment  they  observe  any  body  settling 
k  doubt  not  your  care  to  countenance  &  receive  such  Information 
&  to  do  every  thine  in  your  power  to  keep  off  any  Settlers  there.  I 
am  w^  great  regara, 

Gentlemen. 

Indcned. 
Oovemor'a  Lre  to  Justices  of  Cumberland,  18  July^  1760."^ 

*  See  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  V.  p.  461. 

Vol.  IT.. 


50  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1750. 

Wm.  Trent  to  R,  Peters,  1750. 

Lancaster,  Sunday  Noon, 
July  22*,  1750. 

Sir: 

Just  before  I  left  Town  you  told  me  that  you  would  send  some 
Marriage  &  Traders'  Lyocnses.  I'm  affraid  my  Mother  has  forgot 
tell  me  if  you  have  sent  them,  please  to  send  to  my  Mother's  for 
them. 

John  Potts  is  just  arrived  from  Allegheny^  who  says  some  time 
before  he  come  away  two  Men  belonging  to  one  James  Young  went 
from  a  place  called  Hochocken,  abput  three  Hundred  Miles  from 
the  Logs  Town  to  the  Twigtwees  Country,  for  Skins,  they  staying 
longer  than  was  expected,  their  Master  sent  after  them'.  They  found 
the  Horses  &  Saddles,  all  the  Buckles  cut  from  the  Saddles,  but  the 
Men  were  gone,  either  killed  or  taken  by  the  French  or  Indians, 
supposed  to  be  done  by  th^  Ottaways.  If  this  be  true,  as  I  believe 
it  is,  it  would  be  a  good  opportunity  (as  the  Indians  must  be  at  War 
with  Some  Body)  to  make  a  peace  oetwixt  our  Indians  and  the 
Carolina  Indians  &  Set  them  both  on  the  French  Indians.  I  expect 
to  Sleep  at  Harris's  ferry  to-night,  I  come  this  Morning  from  the 
White  Horse.     I  am 

your  most  obe'  humb.  ServS 

WILLIAM  TRENT. 

Directed. 
To  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  In  Philadelph*. 

Indorsed. 

Capt.  Trent's  Lre,  22*  July,  1750. 


Deposition  of  Benja.#Bwoope — Riot  at  Election   in 

York  County,  1750. 

Benj"  Shwoope,  of  York  Town,  Sw'n,  on  being  Examined,  Saith, 
That  he  was  one  of  the  Inspectors  at  the  late  Election ;  That  the 
Election  was  begun  &  carried  on  by  the  Sheriff  in  a  peaceable  Man- 
ner, for  the  Space  of  ab^  an  hour  &  },  when  a  Riott  happened,  and 
the  Sheriff  went  out,  and  having  quieted  it  returned;  That  as  the 
Exam*  Saw  Several,  5  or  6  Men,  one  of  whom  belonged  to  Marsh 
Creek,  with  Clubs,  in  a  riotous  manner,  thi^  Exum*  supposed  they 
were  the  Cause  of  this  first  Riott ;  That  very  soon  after  the  Sheriff 
returned  another  Riott  happen'd,  and  the  Sheriff  went  out  a  Second 
time,  telling  this  Exam^  he  would  endeavour  to  quell  it,  and  this 
Exam*  desired  him  not  to  go  least  he  i^hould  receive  Some  hurt ;  That 
this  Exam*  observed  a  general  fighting  among  the  people,  Several 
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were  knocked  down,  bat  at  last  the  Batch  prevailed  and  came  in '  a 
body  to  the  Number  of  150,  as  this  Exam*  believes,  aboat  the 
Hoase,  where  the  Election  had  been  carried  on,  when  the  Sheriff 
went  oat  the  8'  time  to  quiet  the  Tamalt,  a  Stop  was  put  to  the 
Election,  and  the  Box  wherein  the  Tickets  were  put  was  lock'd  up 
by  the  Sheriff  before  he  went  out.  Upon  the  Sheriff  returning  the 
Box  was  pot  on  the  Table,  and  the  Exam*  asked  the  Sheriff  if  he 
would  proceed  in  the  Election,  he  answered  he  would  proceed  in  ab* 
half  an  hour,  when  the  Tumult  was  a  little  over,  but  that  at  present 
be  could  not  proceed,  or  to  that  Effect ;  that  this  Affirm*,  from  the 
Window,  told  the  people  if  they  would  be  easy  the  Election  would 
be  opened  by  and  by,  but  the  people  behaved  in  a  tumultuous,  dis- 
orderly nilhner,  and  threatened  in  the  Grerman  Language  that  if 
tbeir  Tickets  were  not  taken  in  immmediately  they  would  break  open 
the  Door,  the  Sheriff  all  this  time  walking  about  the  House  under 
a  great  deal  of  Concern,  that  the  Exam*  again  pressed  the  Sheriff  to 
go  on  with  the  Election,  otherwise  the  people  would  break  in,  and 
tbcy  should  be  ruined,  but  the  Sheriff  r^ied  that  he  would  not  open 
the  Election  that  Night,  and  immediately  turned  from  this  Exam* 
80  that  this  Exam*  heard  no  other  Words.  Being  asked  whether 
the  Sheriff  added  any  thing  further,  this  Exam*  answered  he  might 
for  ought  he  knows,  but  the  noise  &  Confusion  was  such  that  this 
Exam*  did  not  hear  them,  thereupon  this  Exam*  went  and  told  the 
people  io  Dutch  they  might  go  home,  for  there  would  be  no  more  Elec- 
tion that  Night,  the  people  answered  they  had  as  good  a  right  to 
vote  as  thoee  who  had  voted  before,  that  they  would  Vote,  and  began 
to  tear  dowa  the  Window:*,  and  attempted  to  break  the  Door,  and 
befaavej  very  disorderly,  thereupon  this  Exam*  again  endeavoured 
to  persuade  the  Sheriff  to  go  on  with  the  Election,  telling  him  if  he 
did  not  there  was  danger  of  their  being  all  killed,  but  he  refused, 
btttsaid  he  would  take  the  Box  into  a  private  Room,  and  draw  it, 
and  the  Affi.rm*  said  he  would  not  bo  present  at  the  reading  these 
Tickets,  for  the  Tickets  were  not  half  t(|kcn  in,  this  Exam*  endeav- 
oured again  to  appease  the  people,  a'nd  on  returning  from  the 
Window  he  found  the  Sheriff  was  gone ;  the  Sheriff  being  gone  the 
Coroner  got  upon  the  Table  and  Sat  on  the  Box,  (which  was  lock*d) 
then  It  was  proposed  to  go  on  with  the  Election,  but  it  was  Said  the 
Sheriff  should  first  be  sent  for,  and  it  was  intended  that  M*". 
Minshall  should  go  to  the  Sheriff,  but  before  he  went  it  was  said  the 
Sheriff  was  coming,  and  that  the  people  without  would  not  sufer  him  to 
come  in,  then  M^  Ryland  said  be  would  go  for  him  himself,  and 
5K  Minshall  Said  he  w>uld  go  with  him,  and  they  went  out  and 
returned  and  said  the  Sneriff  would  not  come,  thereupon  Nicholas 
Kjland  Said  he  would  go  on  with  the  Election,  and  a  Box  was  pro- 
rided  and  3  more  Judges  were  sworn,  and  2  Clerks,  that  of  the  7 
lospectocs  only  John  Uussey,  Andrew  Shriver  &  this  Exam*  re- 
mained ;  then  the  Inspectors  took  in  Tickets  and  the  Election  was 
carried  on  til  the  Dark  of  the  Evening,  and  then  it  was  proposed  **^ 
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^  send  for  tbe  Sheriff,  that  the  Tickets  might  be  read  off  in  his  pnm- 
ence,  and  this  Exam*  and  John  Smith  Said  they  would  go  for  the 
Sheriff,  but  tho'  this  Exam*  went  to  the  Sheriff  he  did  not  ask  him 
to  go  to  the  reading  of  the  Tickets,  being  tired  went  home,  but 
was  afterwards  prevailed  on  to  assist  at  the  reading  the  Tickets,  that 
when  this  Exam*  went  to  the  reading  the  Tickets  the  Boxes  were  in 
the  possession  of  Sam^  Underwood,  John  Day  and  Leonard  Lyat, 
and  none  of  the  Inspectors  were  present;  that  the  Sheriff's  Box 
was  lock'd,  and  the  other  Box  wa&  not  lock'd,  but  that  Nicholas 
Ryland  took  a  Key  out  of  .his  pookett  with  which  Key  Sam^  Under- 
wood opened  the  Sheriff's  Box. 

BENJ.  SWOOPE. 

Indorsed, 

Examination  of  *  Benjamin  Schwop,  of  York,  taken  in  Council, 
Monday,  ye  8^^  8ber,  1750,  touching  the  Tumults  at  the  late  York 
Election.* 


Extract  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Lower  House  of 

Assembly,  N.  Y.,  1750. 

.Thursday  Morning,  May  12%  1748. 

The  house  taking  into  Consideration  the  Letter  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  Pensilvania  to  the  Governor,  and  other  Papers  relating  to 
Indian  Affairs,  Resolved  that  Inasmuch  as  there  has  been  lately  an 
Expensive  Treaty  of  Peace  Settled  with  this  Province  and  the  Six 
Nations  of  Indians  which  this  House  cannot  from  the  said  Papers 
Apprehend  the  least  Danger  of  their  Violating  or  Infringing,  there- 
fore We  cannot  Agree  to  burthen  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province 
with  any  further  Charge  relating  to  the  said  Indians. 

Copy,  J.  ROSS,  CI.  Com.f 


'    Returns  of  Iron  Furnaces,  &c.,  in  Pbnns'a,  1760. 

To  the  Honw«  James  Hamilton,  Esq'.,  Lieuten.  Governor  of  the 
Province  of  Pensilvania,  &  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent  &  Sus- 
sex, on  Delaware. 

1,  Joseph  Hart,  High  Sher.  of  ye  Coun^  of  Bucks,  in  the  s* 
Province,  in  Obedience  to  Your  Honour's  Proclamation,  dated  the 
16*^  Day  of  August  last  past,  Do  humbly  Certifie  &  make  known 
to  Your  Honour,  that  after  diligent  Inquiry  by  me,  made  throughout 

• 

*  See  Cbl.  Rec.  Vol.  V.,  p.  468. 

t  See  Col.  rec.  Vol.  V.,  p.  484.    Oct.  10, 1760. 
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my  BuliwiclTy  I  find  there  are  no  Milld,  or  Engina^fbr  Slitting. & 
Rolling  of  Iron,  or  Plating  forge  to  Work  with,  a  Tilt  Hammer 
or  Fiirnaoe  for  making  of  Steel,  which  were  Erected  within  the 
County  of  Bnoks  Af*,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Jane  laat,  or  at 
any  time  since  to  my  knowledge,  All  which  is  humbly  Submitted  to 
Your  Honour. 

Given  under  my  hand  &  seal  at  Newtovu,  in  the  County  of  Bucks, 
the  Twentyeth  day  of  September,  in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord  Seven- 
teen hundred  and  fifty,  And  in  the  Twenty-fourth  Year  of  his 
Majesties  Reign. 

[L.  s."]  ^  JOSEPH  HART,  Sher. 

CertiGcate  of  Joseph  Hart,  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Bucks,  that 
there  is  no  Slitting  Mill,  &c.,  within  the  said  County. 


To  the  honourable  James  Hamilton,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nour  of  the  Province  of  Pensilvania. 

May  it  please  the  Govemour : 

As  I  am  a  Proprietor  of  a  Furnace  for  making  Steel,  in  Obedi- 
ence to  your  Honour's  Proclamation,  I  present  the  Condition  thereof 
WB  follows: 

It  was  built  in  the  Year  1747,  on  a  Lot  the  North  West  Comer 
of  Walnut  Street  and  the  Eighth  Street  of  Delaware  Front  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  Province  of  Pensilvania.  It  had  been 
workt  at,  and  was  in  good  Working  Order  on  the  24^  Day  of  June, 
One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty :  There  being  then  on  the 
Spot  Wood,  Coal,  Iron,  the  converting  Ingredients  and  other  Articles 
proper  for  making  Steel. 

The  Property  is  absolutely  in  Me,  as  I  am  ready  to  produce  my 
Deed  for  the  Ground,  &  tjio  Testimony  of  the  Workmen  who  erected 
it  for  me. 

STEPHEN  PASCHALL. 

Sep',  18, 1750. 

Indoned. 

Stephen  Paschall's  Steel  Furnace. 

Lewis  Evans,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Gent.,  on  his  Solemn 
Oath  on  the  Holy  Evi^gelists,  doth  declare.  That  about  two  or  three 

*  These  are  entered  on  the  Minutes  of  Council  Decem'r  22,  1769.  19 
years  after  being  obtained  it  is  thqpght  best  to  introduce  them  here  under 
their  appropfiate  dates.  , 
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Years  ago,  He  was  in  the  Building,  oommonly  called  Stephen 
Paschars  Steel  Furnace,  near  Walnut  Street,  in  Philadelphia,  Where 
he  saw  the  Furnace  with  Fire  therein,  and  a  Man  tending  the  Fire, 
with  whom  he  had  Some  Discourse,  As  about  how  long  the  Bat^h  or 
Fire  had  been  in,  and  Some  other  Things  about  Steel,  wherewith -he 
Supposed  the  Furnace  then  charged.  That  tho'  he  had  not  then  an 
Opportunity  to  look  so  much  into  the  Furnace  as  to  see  the  iron,  he 
made  no  Doubt  but  that  they  were  then  converting  Iron  into  Steel,  as 
be  was  previously  informed  by  the  s'  Paschal  of  his  Design  of  Erect- 
ing a  Steel  Furnace,  and  did  soon  after  enquire  &  was  informed  by 
him  of  his  Success  therein ;  which  ther  Deponent  was  the  more  curi- 
ous to  know,  as  he  thought  it  the  first  Attempt  of  the  said  Paschal 
to  make  Steel  in  the  large  Way.  And  the  Deponent  further  de- 
clares, That  from  the  said  Time  to  the  24^*"  of  June,  1750,  &  until 
this  Day,  the  said  Building,  with  the  Furnace  therein,  was  standing 
as  a  Furnace  for  making  Steel  &  not  for  any  other  Use.  And  further 
this  Deponent  saith  not. 

LEWIS  EVANS. 
PhUad%  Sep'  20,  1760. 


Jacob  Shoemaker,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Spinning  Wheel 
Maker,  one  of  the  People  called  Quakers,  on  his  Solemn  Affirmation 
doth  declare.  That  in  the  Year  1747  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
Stephen  Paschals  Erecting  a  Steel  Furnace  near  the  North  Side  of 
Walnut  Street,  in  the  s'  City,  and  hath  seen  Fire  burning  therein, 
and  blistered  Iron  drawn  out -thereof,  proved  and  found  to  be  Steel. 
And  the  said  Affirmant  further  declares  that  the  said  Steel  Works, 
Furnace  or  Oven  has  been^  to  his  Knowledge  Standing  from  that 
Time  to  this  Day. 

JACOB  SHOEMAKER. 

Phikd%  Sep'  20,  1750. 


Thomas  Shoemaker,  of  the  City  of  Philad*,  Carpenter,  one  of  the 
People  called  Quakers,  On  his  solemn  Affirmation  doth  declare, 
That  in  1747  he  erected  the  Building  or  House  enclosing  the  Steel 
Furnace  of  Stephen  Paschal,  near  the  North  West  Comer  of  Wal- 
nut &  the  Eighth  Street,  in  the  said  City ;  That  h&  hath  sev*  Times 
seen  Fire  burning  therein,  and  a  Proof  Bar  brought  for  Trial  of  the 
Steel  made  therein ;  and  blistered  Iron  said  to  be  Steel  brought  out 
thereof,  And  that  to  his  Knowledge  the  said  Furnace  or  Oven  hath 
been  standing  for  making  Steel,  £  no  other  Use  from  that  Time  to 
thb  Day. 

THOS.  SHOEMAKER. 

Philad',  Sep' 20,  J.760. 
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Be  it  known  that  before  me,  Thomas  Lawrence,  Esq*',  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia^  oame  Lewis  Evans,  Jacob  Shoemaker, 
k  Tho^.  Shoemaker,  Persons  of  good  Credit  &  worthy  of  Belief,  who 
were  respectively  sworn  &  affirmed  to  the  above  Affidavits.  As  Wit- 
BC58  my  Hand  &  Seal  this  20^  of  Sep",  1750. 

THOS.  LAWRENCE,  May. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania : 

May  it  Please  the  Governor, 

On  Reoeit  of  your  Honour's  Proclamation,  relating  to  Slitting 
Mill,  &c*,  I  immediately  publishd  it,  and  made  it  my  Business  to 
enquire  whether  there  were  within  this  County  any  such  millsuas 
are  there  described,  and  on  the  strictest  Enquiry,  I  do  hereby  cer* 
tify  to  your  Honour,  that  there  is  not  within  the  County  of  Lan- 
caster any  Mill  or  Engine  for  Slitting  or  Rolling  of  Iron,  or  any 
Plating  Forge  to  work  with  a  Tilt  Hammer,  or  Furnace  for  making 
Steel.  Witnsss  my  Hand  and  Seal,  this  Third  Day  of  September| 
in  the  Tear  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty. 

ANDREW  WORK,  SheriflF.    [l.  s.] 

Indoned — ^'^  Andrew  Work,  Sheriff  of  Lancaster  County^  his 
Certificate  of  no  Mill  or  Engine,  ftc*.,  being  therein." 


In  Obedience  to  the  Comand  of  the  Hon^**  James  Hamilton, 
Ry)^,  Lieutenant  Governor  &  Comandcr  in  Chief  of  The  Province 
of  Pensylvania,  Ac.,  (By  a  Proclamation  of  the  Sixteenth  day  of 
AaguBt  last  Past,  Under  the  Governor's  Hand  &  the  Great  Seal  of 
the  8*  Province,  Requiring  and  Comanding  The  Sheriff  of  Every 
County  in  the  s'  Province  respectively  on  or  before  the  Twenty-first 
day  of  Septcmb'',  Instant,  to  appear  before  him  at  the  City  of  Philad% 
and  then  and  there,  by  Writings  Under  their  Hands  &  Seals,  to 
Certifie  &  make  Known  to  him  Every  Mill  or  Engine  for  Sliting 
k  Rolling  of  Iron,  Every  Plating  Forge  to  work  with  a  Tilt 
Hammer,  And  Every  ffurnaoe  for  making  of  Steel,  which 
were  Erected  Within  their  Respective  Counties,  on  the  Twenty- 
fourth  day  of  June  last  Past,  And  the  Place  &  JPlaces  where  the 
lame  Were  Erected,  with  the  Name  of  their  Reputed  Proprietor  or 


66  PENNSTLYANIA  ARCHIVES  1750. 

• 

ProprietorSi  And  the  Oooapiera  of  them  &  Every  of  them.  And 
Whether  they  or  any  of  them  Were  Used  on  the  Twenty-fonrch  day 
of  June  or  not,  as  they  &  Each  of  them  will  answer  the  Contrary  at 
their  Perrili)— I  do  Hamhly  Certifie  that  William  Branson,  of  the 
City  of  Philad*,  is  Owner  &  Oocapier  of  a  ffumace  for  the  making  of 
Steel,  Erected  within  the  City  of  Philad*,  which  was  in  Use  on  or 
before  the  Twenty-fourth  day  of  June  Last  Past,  And  that  Stephen 
Paschall,  of  the  said  City,  is  Owner  &  Occupier  of  a  ffumaoe  for  the 
Making  of  Steel,  Erected  within  the  City  of  Philad*,  Afores^,  which 
was  in  Use  on  or  before  the  Twenty-fourth  day  of  June  list,  And 
that  John  Hall,  of  the  County  of  Philad*,  is  Owner  of  a  Plating 
Forge  to  work  with  a  Tilt  Hammer,  Erected  in  the  Township  of 
Biberry,  in  the  Coui^ty  afores',  which  fforge  is  at  Present  much  Im- 
paired &  Decayed,  and  has  not  been  in  Use  for  Twelve  months  Past. 
The  above  Contains  a  true  Account  of  all  the  Mills,  Engines, 
iForges  &  ffurnaces  within  my  Bailiwick.  Witness  my  Hand  &  Seal 
in  Philad*,  the  Sixteenth  day  of  September,  in  the  Twenty*fonrth 
Year  of  His  Majesties  Reign,  Anno  1750. 

KICH'^  SEWELL,  Shff.    [l.  8.] 

Philad^  County. 

The  nineteenth  day  of  May. — Before  me,  William  Parr,  One  of 
his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  City  and  County  of 
Philadelphia,  came  the  within  named  Richard  Sewell,  and  acknow- 
ledged the  within  Written  Instrument  or  Declaration  to  be  his  Act 
and  deed  and  desired  the  same  may  be  recorded  as  such,  according  to 
Law.  Witness  my  hand  and  Seal  the  day  and  Year  first  above- 
written. 

WILL.  PARR. 

Recorded,  in  the  Office  for  recording  of  Deeds  for  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia,  in  Book  I.,  Vol.  5,  page  460,  &c. 
[SEAL.]  Certified  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  Office,  this  7*^  Au- 
gust, 1769.  WILL.  PARR,  Rec". 

5 — 6.  Record',  Certificate,  Seal,  &c.,  &c. 

Jitc/or^ecZ— Certificate  of  Richard  Sewell,  Sheriff  of  Philadelphia 
County,  of  all  the  Mills,  Engines,  &c*.,  in  the  County  aforesaid  for 
Slitting  &  Rolling  Iron,  &  Furnaces  for  Making  Steel.'' 

Recording,  5-6. 

Ent'  in  the  Minutes  of  Council  of  the  22'  of  Dcoembcr,  1769,  in 
Council  Book  U. 
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To  ihe  Honourable  Jamae  Hamilton,  Esq'.,  Lieutenant  Governor 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pensilvania^  and 
Counties  of  Newcastle^  Kent  and  SussoZi  on  Delaware. 

I,*  John  Owen,  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Chester,  in  the  said  Pro- 
vince, do  Certify  and  thnke  known  That  there  is  but  one  Mill  or 
Engine  for  Slitting  and  rolling  Iron  within  the  County  aforesaid, 
which  is  situate  in  Thombury  Township,  and  was  Erected  in  the 
Tear  One  thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  forty  Six,  by  John  Taylor, 
the  present  Proprietor  thereof,  who,  with  his  Servants  and  workmen, 
has  ever  Since,  untill  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June  last.  Used  and 
Occupied  the  Same.  And  I  do  hereby  further  certify,  that  there  is 
not  any  Plateing  fforge  to  work  with  «  Tilt  Hammer,  nor  any  ffur- 
nace  for  making  of  Steel  within  the  said  County  of  Chester.  la 
Witness  whereof^  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  Seal,  this  eigh- 
teenth day  of  September,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
Seven  Hundred  and  fifty. 

JOHN  OWEN,  Sheriff,    [l.  b.] 

Indorsed — "  Certificate  of  John  Owen^  Sheriff  of  Chester  County 
of  the  Slitting  Mills,  &c^.;  therein.'' 


Gov.  Oglb  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1750. 

16»»»  Octo',  1750. 

Sir:  *  ' 

Tour  Favour  of  the  20*'^  of  last  Month,  with  the  Papers  oontain- 
ing  Copies  of  Idfessages  from  the  Ohio  Indians  and  their  Allies, 
which  I  received  &  few  Days  ago,  I  laid  this  Day  before  the  Gentle- 
men of  the  Council,  Who  are  truly  sensible  of  the  Importance  of 
tbe  Friendship  of  these  Indians;  But  as  It  is  not  practicable  for 
Us  by  Our  Authority  only  to  raise  Money  for  such  Services,  and  as 
Our  Assembly  is  not  to  meet  until  some  time  in  the  next  Spring, 
and  even  then  I  am  afraid  very  little  can  be  expected  from  them, 
having  pressed  them  before  by  Message  upon  the  same  Subject,  but 
to  no  purpose,  as  You'l  perceive  by  the  inclosed  Copy  of  their  An- 
swer to  me ;  I  can  only  express  my  Concern  that  it  is  not  in  my 
Power  to  contribute  to  so  necessary  an  Affair  otherwise  than  by 
assuring  You  I  shall  make  Use  of  every  Opportunity  I  can  think 
may  be  favourable  to  promote  his  Majesty's  service  and  Our  Com- 

8* 
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mon  Safety,  and  to  keep  up  that  good  Correspondence  with  the 
Indians  which  is  so  necessary  to  Us  all. 

I  am,  &f 

Your  most  Obedient  / 

and  most  humble  Servant, 

SAM  :  OGLE.* 

Indaned—'^  Governor  Ogle's  Letter,  16**  8ber,  1750." 


Pres.  Lbb  to  Qov'r  Hamilton,  1750. 

Williamsburg,  Oc.  22, 1750. 

Sir: 

I  this  moment  reo'd  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the  20*^  of  last 
month,  with  the  inclosed  papers.  I  am  very  much  of  your  opinion, 
and  I  will  loose  no  occasion  y^  offers  to  effect  what  you  so  justly 
think  reasonable.  I  have  the  same  advice  from  Gover'  Glen  of 
South  Carolina,  with  respect  to  the  Southern  Ind" :  he  complains  of 
the  Northern  Indians  Setting  their  Indians  to  war  with  one  another, 
and  proposes  to  have  a  General  Peace  with  all  the  Indians,  North 
&  South,  the  next  Summer,  at  Fredericksburg.  I  had  this  in  my 
tho'ts  when  I  moved  for  the  Kings  present,  to  the  Six  Nations,  and 
the  Indians  on  the  Ohio,  and  w"  I  have  an  answer  from  the  Council  at 
Onontagoe,  by  J^'.  Weiser,  and  the  time  the  Indians  set  for  the 
meeting  at  Fredericksburg,  I  will  desire  your  assistance  at  that 
meeting,  in  order  to  effect  that  good  purpose.  It  will  be  my  desire  to 
make  that  present  avail  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Colony s.  M'.  Glen 
Justly  Observes,  y*  the  French  are  united  in  their  Councils,  which 
gives  them  advantages,  that  they  cou'd  not  have  if  the  Kings 
Governors  on  the  Contin*  were  to  act  on  the  Same  principle,  which 
I  hope  will  be  the  case,  from  the  good  dispositions  I  Observe  on  the 
present  Occasion.  I  was  unwilling'  to  miss  this  first  opportunity  to 
assure  you  of  my  seal  in  this  business,  which  I  think  is  so  much 
for  His  Majesty's  Service,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient 

humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  LEE.f 

Indorsed, 
President  Lee's  Letter  to  Gov'  Hamilton,  22*  8ber,  1750. 

*  See  Col.  Rcc.  Vol.  V.,  p.  464-6.     f  See  Col.  Beo.  Vol.  V.,  p.  463-4. 
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Rich'd  Pbtbrs  to  Pebsident  of  Yirg*a,  1750. 

Sir : 

The  Oovernor  being  obliged  to  go  to  his  otber  Goyernment  the 
momeDt  the  Assembly  finisbea  here,  he  gave  it  me  in  charee,  if  the 
Virginia  Post  should  come  in  his  absence,  to  send  you  copies  of  the 
Messages  &  other  Papers  necessary  to  convey  a  just  Information  of 
the  Situation  of  Indian  affairs,  which  have  taken  a  surprising  TunSi 
that  may  give  his  Majesties  Government  abundanoe  of  Trouble. 

My  Hurry  made  me  leave  out  a  necessary  Paper  when  I  made  up 
the  last  Packet,  I  mean  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  when  the  Gover- 
nor laid  before  the  Board  the  Twightwees  Message,  which  will  serve 
to  show  that  though  it  was  addressed  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania only,  yet  it  was  really  designed  for  all  his  Majesties  Govern- 
ments. 

My  eonference  with  Broken  Kettle,  an  Ohio  Indian,  who  came  to 
me  at  M'.  Croghan's,  on  his  way  to  Col.  Cresop's,  was  approved  by 
the  Governor  &  Council,  &  is,  I  assure  you,  perfectly  agreeable  to  the 
Sentiments  of  the  Proprietaries  &  every  thinking  Man  in  ye  Gover- 
ment,  for  tho'  Traders  of  different  Provinces  will  be  jealous  of 
one  another,  &  be  led  by  a  mistaken  notion  of  Trade,  or  by  a  Regard 
to  private  Interest,  to  do  ill  offices  to  each  other,  yet  the  larger  the 
.Trade  is  &  ye  more  of  the  Colonies  who  reap  ye  Benefit  of  it,  the 
more  it  stregthens  the  General  Interest,  and  at  this  time  there  is 
more  than  ever  required  a  Union  of  Hearts  as  well  as  Purses  to  de- 
feat ye  indefatigable  Industry  of  the  French. 

I  am  with  a  very  perfect  Esteem  &  Regard, 
Tour  Honour's 

most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
Philadelphia, 

80«*  October,  1750. 

The  Hono'ble  President  of  Virginia. 

hdomd. 

Copy  M'.  Peter's  Letter  to  |he  President  of  Virginia^  80^  Sber, 
1750. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  Y.,  p.  468-4. 
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Copy  of  Letter  of  Gov.  to  Board  of  Trade,  1751. 

Mj  Lords : 

I  would  have  done  myself  je  Honour  to  have  answered  your 
Lordships'  Letter  of  the  19^*^  Day  of  July  last,  something  sooner, 
had  I  been  able  to  have  procured  a  Map  of  the  Province  accurate 
enough  for  your  Purpose,  which  is^  of  so  much  Import  to  his  Majes- 
ties Kights.  It  is  from  a  good  Map  only  that  anything  can  be  said 
with  precision  &  clearness  on  the  several  points  mentioned  in  your 
Lordships'  Letter,  and  I  have  waited  all  this  time  for  one,  the  person 
on  whom  I  depended  to  make  it  being  at  the  time  I  received  your 
Lordships'  commands  at  a  great  distance  in  the  uncultivated  Parts 
of  the  Province.  After  this  apology,  by  which  your  Lordships  will 
see  the  true  reason  of  my  not  answering  with  ye  required  Expedition, 
I  shall  furnish  you  with  all  the  Knowledge  I  am  master  of  or  can 
procure  by  the  best  information  in  my  power. 

The  Map*  describes  ye  Province  of  Penn*,  w***  is  J)ounded  on  ye 
North  by  the  Province  of  New  York  and  a  part  of  the  Lake  Ontario, 
on  w*",  a  little  to  ye  North,  stands  his  Majesties  Fort  of  Oswego,' 
tbo'  this  Lake  by  the  French  Accounts,  is  said  to  be  within  the 
Limits  of  Canada,  and  as  such,  used  by  them.  On  the  West,  this 
Province  is  bounded  by  a  small  part  of  the  said  Lake  Ontario,  the 
Streights  of  Niagara,  Lake  Erie,  &  ye  country  now  possessed  by  the 
Six  Nation  Indians,  Delawares,  Mohickens  and  Shawonose,  the 
greatest  Part  thereof  is  watered  by  the  main  Body  and  Branches  of 
the  great  River  Ohio,  which  runs  into  the  Mississippi  at  six  or  seven 
hundred  miles  distance  South  West  from  this  Western  Boundary, 
and  at  it's  mouth  is  said  to  be  larger  and  deeper  than  the  Bf  ississippi 
at  that  place,  and  tho'  all  this  Country  be  within  his  Majesties 
Province  of  Virginia,  yet  the  French  have  given  that  part  of  it"^ 
which  lyes  on  Ohio  the  name  of  Belle  Riviere,  claiming  all  the  Land 
from  the  Mouth  of  Ohio  to  its  head,  together  with  all  the  waters 
running  into  it,  and  in  proof  of  their  claims  have  buried  Leaden 
Plates  in  the  Earth,  with  pompous  inscriptions,  a  copy  of  one  of 
which,  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Gov  of  New  York,'|'  is  herewith 
sent.  On  the  South  this  Province  is  bounded  by  the  Province  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  on  the  East  by  the  River  Delaware, 
dividing  it  from  the  Provinces  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York.  It 
contains  three  Degrees  of  Latitude  &  five  Degrees  of  Longitude,  as 
appears  by  King  Charles  the  Second's  Grant  to  the  late  William 
Penn,  Esquire,  (which  is  in  the  custody  of  the  present  Proprietaries 
or  their  Sollicitor  ready  to  be  produced  to  your  Lordships'  whenever 
you  please  to  call  for  it)  and  by  the  Maps  then  in  being,  from 
whence,  those  Degrees  were  taken,  they  are  to  be  measured  at  the 
South  Boundary  from  the  Town  of  Newcastle. 

*  See  p.  47. 

t  See  it  in  Colonial  RecordP  Vol.  IV.,  p.  610. 
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All  the  Lands  comprised  within  the  Limits  of  this  Province  at  the 
time  of  the  first  Settlement  of  New  York,  by  the  Dutch,  which  is 
generally  agreed  to  be  in  1609,  did  belong  to  the  Five  Nations,  call- 
ed bj  the  French,  Lroqnois,  their  Cousins,  the  Delawares,  and  the 
Mohickens,  And  ^ese  Nations  voluntarily  and  of  their  own  delibera- 
ate  choice  being  independent  and  free  Nations,  entered  into  the 
alliance  first  of  the  Dutch  and  afterwards  of  the  English,  and  the 
New  York  Records  of  w*^  no  donbt  your  Lordships  on  this  occasion 
will  receive  exemplification,  will  shew  that  the  Council  of  Onondago 
which  with  respect  to  the  Union  of  these  Indian  Nations  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  Convention  of  the  State's  General  repeatedly  sued  for  the 
Protection  of  his  Majesty,  and  executed  in  the  most  solemn  man* 
aer.  Treaties  whereby  they  acknowledge  themselves  Brethren, 
Friends  &  Subjects  of  the  King  of  Eogland,  &  by  Deeds  as  solemnly 
and  deliberately  executed,  granted  their  Lands  to  the  Dutch  and 
Bnglish  as  the  Country  filled  &  the  People  wanted  Room,  and  in 
particular  the  Deputies  of  the  Five  Nations  authorised  thereto  by  a 
kesolve  of  Council,  in  one  of  their  Visits  to  one  of  the  present  Pro- 
prietors, executed  an  Engagement  not  to  sell  any  Lands  lying  within 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  to  any  other  than  to  the  Proprietors^ 
their  Heirs  &  Successors. 

But  as  there  can  be  no  manner  of  doubt  about  the  Southern  or 
Eastern  Parts  of  the  Province,  I  shall  be  more  particular  in  my 
Observations  on  the  Western  Parts.  The  Indians  there  sre  very 
numerous,  consisting  chiefly  of  Delawares,  Mohickens  and  such  of 
the  Five  Nation  Indians  as  have  removed  from  their  native  Countrys 
for  the  sake  of  hunting,  together  with  the  Shawenese  and  Owendals. 
The  Shawenese  in  old  times  lived  near  the  Spaniards  and  were  al* 
ways  at  war  with  them,  &  having  from  an  uneasiness  in  their  situa- 
tion signified  their  desire  to  remove  and  live  under  the  protection  of 
the  English  k  Five  Nations  were  by  Treaty  received  into  this  Province 
in  1701,  &  placed  on  Susquehanah  &  afterwards  w^  the  Consent  of  the 
Government  removed  to  the  Waters  of  the  Ohio,  some  within  & 
€then  lower  down  than  our  Western  Limits  will  extend.  As  to 
the  Owendaehs,  their  Original  Settlement  was  about  Fort-  De  Troit, 
near  the  W&st  End  of  Lake  Erie,  who,  being  ill  used  by  the  French, 
▼oluntarily  left  them  &  joined  themselves  to  the  Ohio  Indians,  in 
order  to  receive  the  Benefit  of  their  Protection  aguinst  the  ill  Usage 
of  the  French.  What  right  the  Shawenese  in  those  'circumstances 
may  have  to  the  Soil,  must  be  left  to  be  settled  between  themselves 
k  the  Five  Nations,  but.  from  this  time  they  were  admitted  to  live 
in  this  Province.  They  have  been  his  Majesties  faithful  allies,  & 
behaved  as  such  without  any  instance  to  the  contrary,  except  that 
tome  of  the  Shawenese  by  the  Solicitations  and  under  the  Conduct 
of  one  Peter  Chartier,  a  freeholder  of  this  Province,  deserted  to  the 
French  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  War,  but  the  major  part  being 
sensible  of  their  KrrQr^  returned,  acknowledged  their  fault,  &  were 
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•t  ihe  infltanoe  of  the  Ohio  IndianB  pardood  &  taken  again  into 
Favour. 

This,  therefore,  being  the  Fact  that  this  Country  ia  within  the  ^ 

Limita  of  Virginia,  &  actually  possessed  by  free  &  independent  '} 
Nations  of  Indians,  in  the  Alliance  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
may  it  not  be  asked  by  what  Title  the  French  can  justify  their 
Claims.  If  it  be  said  by  a  prior  Discovery,  Its  distance  from  the 
Mississippi  and  the  Antiquity  of  the  Royal  Grant  of  Virginia  will 
oonfuse  this  pretention.  If  it  be  said  by  the  Conquest  of  the 
Indians,  this  is  false,  in  fact.  There  remains  then  only  one  thing 
more  that  can  give  a  good  Title ;  Namely,  the  voluntary  cession  of 
the  Indians,  but  this  ought  not  to  be  allowed,  until  proof  thereof  :i 
is  made  on  the  Part  of  France,  &  it  is  apprehended  that  no  such  i 

Cession  has  ever  been  made  by  the  Indians ;  oo  the  contrary,  when- 
ever they  incline  to  part  with  these  Lands  they  are  engaged  to  give 
tiie  Preference  to  his  Majesties  Subjects,  it  must  therefore  appear 
plain  to  every  one  that  the  French  claims  to  these  countries  are 
groundless ;  And  yet  notwithstanding  this,  the  French  have  publish- 
ed not  only  their  Right  to  the  Soil  of  these  Countrys,  but  the  Right 
to  an  exclusive  Trade  with  these  Indians,  and  give  out  that  they 
will  use  force  in  case  the  English  Traders  come  into  thepe  Countiys 
to  trade  with  the  Natives,  &  in  vindication  of  this  exclusive  Rjght 
refer  to  the  Treaties  subsisting  between  the  crowns  of  England  and 
France,  as  appears  by  three  Letters  of  the  same  Tenor  and  Date  ad- 
dressed to  me  &  delivered  to  the  Traders  of  this  Province  who  were 
in  that  Country  in  the  Year  1749,  by  Monsieur  Celeron,  a  French 
officer  who  had  then  the  Command  of  •a  Party  of  French  and  Indians, 
sent  expressly  to  chastise  the  Indians  for  su£fering  the  English 
Traders  to  come  amongst  them.  A  copy  of  one  of  which  is  here- 
with sent.  As  this  Doctrine  is  entirely  new  and  against  the  express  ' 
words  of  the  Ib^^  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  it  will  be  easily 
confuted,  but  should  it  prevail,  an  End  will  effectually  be  put  to  all 
the  Indian  Trade,  the  value  &  coosequence  of  which  is  too  well 
known  to  be  expatiated  upon,  since  the  French  lay  claim  to  all  the 
Lands  about  the  Lakes  as  well  as  those  on  the  waters  of  the  Ohio 
whose  head  Springs  are  in  the  Country  of  the  Five  Nations,  and  in 
the  Heart  of  this  Province. 

As  it  has  been  advanced  by  some  that  the  Apalacoian  Mountains 
would  make  a  good  Boundary  between  the  English  and  French  Do- 
minions in  North  America,  care  has  been  taken  to  lay  their  Course 
and  Situation  in  the  Map  as  near  the  truth  as  possible.  Your  Lord- 
ships will  please  to  observe  the  distance  between  them  &  the  West 
Boundary  of  this  Province,  and  to  take  these  further  remarks  into 
your  consideration,  That  where  these  mountains  cross  this  Province 
they  are  three  or  four  hundred  miles  from  any  part  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  more  than  seven  hundred  from  it-  where  the  Ohio  falls 
into  it ;  That  in  Virginia  People  are  settled  on  the  West  Side  of 
them,  ^  in  this  Province  to  the  very  foot  of  them ;  That  there  is  a 
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Tcrj  larga  and  fine  country,  bigger  than  PennsylTania,  between  them 
&  the  Missiseippi,  iDhabited  by  the  Five  Nation  Indians,  Mohickona, 
Delawaresy  and  Shawoneae,  all  free  &  independent  Nations  &  our 
ffood  AUiea;  That  these  Mountains  are  likewise  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  Lake  Erie,  which  is  here  mentioned  to  obTiate  any 
Arguments  the  Ffrench  may  Use,  as  if  this  Country  was  necessary  for 
them  to  be  possessed  of,  in  order  to  pass  k  repass  from  Louisiana  to 
Canada;,  and  when  all  these  matters  come  to  be  duly  considered, 
your  Lordships  will  see  plainly  that  to  make  these  Mountains  the 
Boundary  between  hia  Majesty  &  the  French  woud  be  extremely  in- 
jurious to  his  Majesties  Bights,  as  thereby  a  great  Part  of  the  Pro* 
Tinces  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  woud  be  cut  off 
from  hia  Majesties  Dominions,  nor  can  this,  tho'  an  heavy  Loss,  be 
compared  to  the  unsafe  Condition  which  the  other  Parts  of  them 
woud  be  exposed  to  by  the  near  neighbourhood  of  the  French  who 
woud  have  it  in  their  Power  to  harass  &  distress  them  at  pleasure. 

The  Indian  Interpreter,  who  lived  some  years  among  the  Five 
Nations,  and  has  been  frequently  employd  in  Messages  to  the  Coun* 
eil  at  Onondago,  &  passed  the  Apalaccian  Mountains  on  his  way  to 
Ohio,  assures  me  that  the  Situation  of  these  Hills,  where  they  cross 
this  Province,  is  to  the  best  of  his  Judgment  well  and  truly  laid 
down  in  the  Map,  the  same  he  says  of  the  North  &  West  Parts  of 
the  Province  &  of  the  principal  Indian  Towns  on  the  Waters  of  the 
Ohio  &  between  them  k  Lake  Erie. 

The  Eastern  and  Southern  Parts  &  the  Courses  of  the  River  Dela- 
ware are  in  a  great  measure  laid  down  from  actual  Surveys. 

Before  I  conclude,  it  will  be  necessary  to  inform  your  Lordihips 
that  Monsieur  Celeron,  the  Writer  of  the  French  Letter,  has  since 
his  Ohio  Expedition  been  preferred  to  the  Command  of  the  Garrison 
at  Fort  De  Troit,  situate  on  the  Straights,  between  Lake  Erie  and 
Lake  Hurons,  &  we  are  assured  by  repeated  Intelligences  that  he 
has  collected  an  armed  Force,  with  which  he  intends  in  the  Spring 
to  march  to  Ohio  a^inst  the  Indians  and  our  Traders,  and  to  make 
good  the  French  King's  exorbitant  Pretensions  to  the  Property  of 
the  Soil  and  an  exclusive  Trade ;  he  has  already  declared  that  he 
will  build  two  Forts  at  or  near  the  Place,  marked  in  the  map,  Logs 
Town,  within  this  Province,  it  is,  therefore,  humbly  submitted, 
whether  this  should  not  be  euarded  against  in  the  most  effectual 
manner,  at  the  Settlement  of  the  Boundary  bet^'cen  his  Majesty  & 
ye  French  King  in  the  Treaty  that  we  hear  is  now  in  agitation. 

Indaricd—^^  Rough  Draught  of  Lre.  to  Lords  of  Trade^  4*^  Febry, 
1750." 
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Deposition  op  Samuel  Dickinson,  1751. 

Kent  County  upon  Dclaioare,  ss. 

Samuel  Dickinson,  of  the  County  of  Kent  upon  Delaware,  Esquire, 
Aged  Sixtj-one  Years  and  upwards,  being  one  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  on  his  Solemn  Affirmation,  deolareth  and  saith,  That  he, 
this  Affirmant,  was  born  in'Talbott  County,  in  the  Province  of 
Maryland,  upon  a  River  issuing  out  of  the  Bay  of  Chesapeak  called 
Great  Choptank  River,  where  He  this  Affirmant  lived  till  about 
eleven  Years  ago ;  That  he  this  Affirmant,  when  he  was  a  Young 
Man,  had  frequent  ocoation  ic  go  by  Water  up  and  down  the  said 
Bay  of  Chesapeak,  and  was  very  well  acquainted  with  the  Eastern 
Side  of  the  said  Bay,  and  the  Waters,  Creeks,  and  Rivers  issuing  out 
of  the  same,  and  more  especially  with  the  Rivers  called  Great  Chop- 
tank  and  Little  Choptank,  and  a  Creek  called  Slaughter's  Creek,  and 
the  several  Points  or  headlands  in  and  near  the  same.  This  Affirm- 
ant further  saith  that  the  most  Southerly  point  of  Sharp's  Island  and 
a  point  called  Hill's  point  were  always  called  and  deemed  to  Form 
the  Mouth  of  the  Great  Choptank  River,4ind  that  the  said  Hill's 
point  and  the  Northern  point  of  James's  Island  formed  the  Mouth  of 
.the  Little  Choptank  River,  and  that  the  Waters  within,  or  to  the 
Eastward  of  the  said  Points,  were  never  to  this  Affirmant's  Know- 
ledge or  Belief  called  a  Part  of  Chesapeak  Bay ;  That  in  or  about 
the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Nine, 
he  this  Affirmant  attempted  to  go  thro'  Slaughter's  Creek,  in  a 
Small  Vessel  or  Shallop,  which  drew  about  four  Foot  Water,  and 
that  he  this  Affirmant,  after  waiting  several  Days,  was  Obliged  to 
put  back  for  want  of  Sufficient  Debth  of  W«ter  to  carry  his  small 
Vessel  thro',  and  further  saith  not. 

SAMUEL  DICKINSON. 

Kent  Counfy  an  Delaware,  ss. 

To  all  Persons  To  whom  these  Presents  may  come,  I,  Nicholas 
Ridgely,  Esquire,  one  of  his  Majesties  Supreme  Judges  for  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex  on  Dela- 
ware, Send,  Greeting,  Know  Ye,  That  the  above  Affirmation  was 
taken  before  me,  the  Twenty  Second  Day  of  July,  in  the  Year  of 
Lord  One  thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  ffifty  One.  In  Testimony 
whereof,  I  have  hereunto  sett  my  hand  and  affixed  the  Publick  Seal 
of  Kent  County  aforesaid. 

[SEAL.]  NICHOLAS  RIDGELY. 
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Report  to  Privy  Council  on  Gov's.  Lbttbb,^1761. 

May  ii  Please  Yoar  Excellency, 

In  Obedience  to  Yoar  Excellency's  Order  in  Council  the  30*^  Sep- 
tember lasty  referring  to  a  Committee  A  Letter  then  Communicated 
to  the  Council  By  your  Excellency ,  from  Oovcroour  Hamilton  of 
the  13^  Ultimo,  respecting  the  Boundaries  of  the  Province  of  Pen- 
silvania.  The  Committee  have  duely  weighed  and  considered  the 
same,  And  upon  Examining  the  Record  of  the  Letters  Pateiit 
mnted  by  King  Charles  the  Second,  in  the  thirty-third  Year  of  his 
Reign,  to  William  Penn,  Esq'.,  for  the  Province  of  Pensilvania,  do 
find  the  Lands  therein  granted,  to  be  bounded  on  the  North  by  the 
beginning  of  the  three  and  fortieth  Degree  of  Northern  Latitude. 
And  therefore  the  Committee  are  humbly  of  Opinion  Your  Excel- 
lency may  grant  any  Lands  to  the  Northward  of  that  Boundary } 
Otherwise  it  may  be  a  hindrance  to  the  Settlement  of  this  Province, 
and  Prejudicial  to  His  Majesty's  'Revenue  Arising  from  the  Quit 
Bents. 

By  Order  of  the  Committee^ 

EDWARD  HOLLAND,  Chairman. 

October  9%  1751. 

Copy  Exam'  By  Geo.  Banyar,  D.  Secry. 

Indoned — "Report  of  Council  of  New  York,  to  whom  Gov 
Clinton  referred  the  Contents  of  (jOV  Hamilton's  Lre.  of  the  13^^ 
7ber,  1751." 


Gov.  Clinton's  answer  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1751. 
Sir, 

I  have  communicated  your  Favour  of  13*^  of  last  Month,  to  the 
Gentlemen  of  His  Majesty's  Council,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the 
enclosed  Copy  of  a  minute  of  that  Board,  by  which  yon  will  observe 
that  it  is  their  Opinions  that  the  Northern  Boundary  of  your  Colony 
is  fixed  to  the  beginning  of  the  •43*'  Degree  of  Latitude,  and  no  ways 
depending  on  your  Southern  Boundary,  or  on  any  Agreement  en- 
tered into  between  the  Proprietories  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Lord  Bal- 
timore. 

U  ia  thought,  that  the  Facts  must  have  been  misrepresented,  that 
could  induoe  your  Honour  to  fix  the  beginning  of  the  43'  Degree 
near  Albany ;  and  I  assure  you  S"",  that  1  shall  take  all  particular 
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care  that  ||o  Lands  may  be  located  to  the  Southward  of  the  Northeru 
BoHodaries  of  Pennsylvania.     I  am  with  very  great  Kcspect, 
Yoar  Honours 

most  Obedient 

and  most  Humble  Servant, 

G.  CLINTON. 

Fort  George  in  New,  1 

York,  13  October  1751.  j 

The  Honourable 

James  Hamilton,  Esq.. 

Indorsed — Governor  Clinton's  answer  to  Governor  Hamilton's 
Letter  of  the  13  7ber,  1751,  inclosing  the  Councils  Report  Re- 
lating to  the  Boundaries  of  the  Province  at  Pennsylvania. 


Copy  Gor.  Hamilton's  Letter  to  Samuel  Blunston,  1761. 
Sir, 

The  Prop'  this  morning  was  pleased  to  show  me  your  Letter  to 
him  of  the  5*"  instant,  which  was  the  first  time  I  came  to  know  what 
the  President  and  Council  had  done  or  had  not  done  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  that  Copy  of  the  King's  Order  in  Council,  sent  hither  from 
Maryland,  Except  that  they  had  wrote  to  Maryland,  but  what  in 
particular  I  cannot  say  further  than  that  a  due  Regard  shall  be  paid 
here  to  his  Majesty's  order.  But  the  Occasion  of  Saying  any  thing 
to  you  at  present,  is  briefly  this :  It  seems  at  the  time  the  King's 
Order  in  Council  was  sent  up  here,  there  came  with  it  a  petition  for 
Cressap  and  his  accomplices  to  Sign  and  to  be  presented  to  the  Pre- 
sident, which  was  done  accordingly,  and  delivered  by  the  Messenger 
from  Maryland  to  Our  President,  who  being  engaged  in  business  it 
seems  at  that  time,  laid  the  petition  by,  and  spoke  not  of  them  for 
some  days.  When  they  came  to  be  seen,  and  it  being  observed,  the 
Petitioners  justified  their  Innocency,  Complaiped  of  the  great  cruelty 
used  in  burning  the  house,  &c.,  &  desired  to  be  discharged,  it  was 
wbhed  by  some  that  the  petition  had  been  seen  in  time,  that  a  pro- 
per application  of  the  same  kind  might  have  been  drawn,  and  sent 
down  to  Mich.  Alkeefe  to  sign,  and  get  presented  to  the  Gov  of 
Maryland,  before  any  answer  had  been  given  to  those  here,  for  there 
was  no  room  to  doubt  but  Gov'  Ogle  would  send  home  Copys  of 
their  Petition,  with  Our  resolution  upon  that  occasion,  which  we  pre- 
sume would  answer  two  purposes,  first,  it  would  show  the  Confidence 
the  Prisoners  had  of  their  own  Innocency,  as  well  as  set  fortl^the 
barbarity  with  which  they  had  been  used,  and  then  it  might  serve 
for  fifresh  matter  of  Complaint,  to  detain  them  in  prison  so  long  with- 
out a  tryall,  and  then  not  discharging  them  upon  that  Petition^  be 
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CoDStnied  as  a  Contempt  or  Disregard  of  His  Majesty's  Order,  altho' 
nothing  of  that  natuie  is  expressed  in  it.  It  was  therefore  thought 
by  some  here,  that  a  petition  from  Atkinson  to  Got'  Ogle,  would  just 
have  been  of  the  same  uso  to  us,  but  this  it  seemsj^  was  either  not 
approved  of,  fto'  The  Prop"  however,  is  advised,  and  thinks  it  of 
Consequence  to  have  an  application  made  even  at  this  time  firom  At- 
kinson. But  as  it  is  now  so  late  for  that  Petition  to  take  its  rise 
from  this  place,  and  that  it  will  justly  be  looked  upon  as  ridiculous 
to  be  80  slow  in  Our  Resolution,  it  is  supposed  it  may  come  better 
from  Lancaster,  by  some  bodys  writing  to  Atkinson,  with  a  Messen* 
ger  to  be  sent  from  your  parts  directly,  and  I  think  your  Letter  to 
him  may  be  something  like  the  rough  draught  w«^  accompanys, 
bat,  however,  it  may  be  commended  so  as  to  make  the  application 
to  the  Qov*'  af^ear  to  take  is  rise  purely  from  something  that  has 
happened  among  you,  the  p'son  who  goes,  should  be  of  some  under- 
standing, who  can  frame  his  story  agreeable  to  the  Contents  of  the 
Letter  to  Atkinson,  and  wbo  has  discretion  to  deliver  the  Petition 
to  Gov'  Ogle,  and  report  the  answer  he  received ;  however,  he  must 
upon  his  return,  bring  a  true  Copy  of  the  Petition  with  him,  that  ho 
may  prove  he  delivered  a  Duplicate  of  that  to  the  Gov  of  Maryland^ 
be  must  be  furnished  with  two  Copys  of  the  Petition  before^he  goes. 
Let  Atkinson  sign  both,  and  let  the  Messenger  Deliver  one  to  the 
Gov,  and  bring  the  .other  back.  Noting  upon  the  part  he  keeps,  the 
time  and  place,  when  and  where  he  delivered  it.  This  seems  to  be 
the  only  way  left  for  doing  at  this  time,  what  the  Prop'  thought 
should  have  been  done  in  a  different  manner  at  first. 

Indorsed — Rough  Draught  of  Andrew  Hamilton's  Letter  to  Sam. 
Blunston,  rehting  to  a  Petition  to  be  presented  the  Governor  of 
Maryland^  by  Michael  Atkinson,  Prisoner  at  Annapolis. 


Ceetificatb  in  favor  op  Rev.  Mr.  Schlatter,     v 

By  the  Hon'ble  J.  H.  Esq.,  Governor,  &c.,  1751. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  or  may  concern. 

Greeting, 

I  do  hereby  certify  y*  y  Bearer  hereof,  y*  Reverend  M^  Michad 
Slatter,  hath  for  some  Years  last  past,  re^iued  in  qualitj^  of  y"  Min- 
ister of  y*  High  Dutch  Reformed  Calvinist  Church,  w^**  in  this  City, 
ind  during  y^  time  hath  not  only  exercis'd  &  performed  y*  Dutys 
of  his  s'  Office  w^  a  suitable  Zeal,  Diligence  and  Sobriety,  but  hath 
in  all  other  respects,  demeaned  himself  in  y*^  eood  and  pious  manner 
becoming  one  of  his  Function,  so  far  as  I  snow  or  have  been  in- 
formed.   And  he  having  now  represented  to  me  y^  be  is  obliged  to 
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take  a  Voyage  from  hence  to  LoiidoD,&  from  thence  to  HoDaod  and 
Switzerland,  in  order  to  appear  before  y*  Most  RevereDd  y*  Synods 
*  or  other  Ecclesiastical  Bodys  of  South  and  North  Holland,  on  be- 
half of  y*  Congregations  of  y*  several  Churches  of  that  Perswasion 
within  this  Province,  and  desiring  my  Licence  or  Passport  ^for  his 
safe  Conduct  in  his  s*  Voyage,  I  do,  by  these  presents,  not  only 
Grant  unto  the  f^  Mich*  Slatter  my  Permission  to  pass  and  repass 
unmolested  w*^  in  y*  Limits  of  my  s'  Government,  but  also  desire 
all  Governors,  Magistrates  &.  Officers  in  such  Foreign  States  &  Do- 
minions as  are  in  Amity  w*^  y**  Crown  of  G'  Britain,  thro'  whose 
^Territories  y*  s'  Mich.  Slattor  shall  have  occasion  to  travel,  to  Grant 
him  their  safe  Conduct  &  Protection,  w^^  liberty  to  pass  k  repass  w^ 
his  proper  Effects,  he  behaving  as  becometh. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my  Hand  k  caused  y* 
Lesser  Seal  of  y*  s*  Prov.  to  be  hereto  affixed  at  Phila.,  y«  29**  day 
of  January,  Anno  Domini,  1750-51. 

Indorsed — Passport  for  the  Rev*  M'.  Slatter. 


New  Style,  1752. 

Up  to  this  period  the  dates  have  been  ''  old  stile,"  which  it  will 
be  seen  by  the  following  act,  {erminated  on  the  31"*  December, 
1751.  As  much  confusion  arises  from  not  attending  to  this  circum- 
Btance,  the  law  itself  effectimg  the  change,  is  inserted. 

^'An  Act  to  prevent  Disputes  about  the  Dates  of  Conveyances,  and 

other  Instruments  and  Writings." 

WHEREAS,  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  made  in  the  Twenty  fourth 
Year  of  the  present  Reign,  entituled  An  Act /or  regtdating  (he  0(tm- 
mencetnent  of  the  Year,  and /or  correcting  the  Calendarnoto  in  Use^ 
it  is  enacted,  That  in  and  throughout  all  his  Majesty's  Dominions, 
and  Countries  in  Europe^  Ada^  A/rica  and  America^  belonging  or 
subject  to  the  Crowu  of  Great  Britain,  the  Supputation,  according 
to  which  the  Year  of  our  Lord  beginnoth  on  the  Twenty-fifth  day 
of  March,  should  not  be  made  use  of  from  and  after  the  last 
Day  of  December y  1751 ;  and  that  the  first  Day  of  January  next 
following  the  said  last  day  of  December^  should  be  reckoned,  taken, 
deemed,  and  accounted,  and  to  be  the  first  Day  of  the  Year  of  our 
Lord,  1752 ;  and  so  on,  from  Time  to  Time,  the  first  Day  of  January 
in  every  Year,  which  should  happen  in  Time  to  come,  should  be 
reckoned,  taken,  deemed  and  accounted,  to  be  the  first  Day  of  the 
Y^ar ;  and  that  each  new  Year  should  accordingly  commence  and 
begin  to  be  reckoned  from  the  first  Day  of  every  such  Month  of 
Janwiry^  next  preceding  the  Twenty-fifth  Day  of  March^  on  which 
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sacli  Year  would  according  to  the  Supputation  aforesaid^  have  begun 
or  commenced ;  and  thai  all  Acts,  Deeds,  Writings,  Notes  and  other 
Instruments,  of  what  Nature  or  Kind  soever,  which  should  be  made, 
executed  or  signed,  npon  or  after  the  said  first  Day  of  January^ 
1752,  should  bear  Date  according  to  the  New  Method  of  Supputa- 
tion. AND  WHERBAS,  for  the  Ease  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
.ProWnce,  who  scrupled  to  call  the  Names  of  the  Months  as  they 
were  commonly  called,  but  the  Month  which  others  called  J/arcA, 
they  called  the  FirH  Months  and  so  of  the  rest  of  the  Months  of  the 
Tear,  according  to 'the  old  Supputation  of  the  Year,  beginning  on 
the  Twenty-fifth  Day  of  the  Month  call'd  Afarchy  then  generally 
received  throughout  the  King's  Dominions,  an  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  Province,  was  pass'd  in  the  Ninth  Year  of  the  late 
Queen  ANNE,  entitled,  An  Act  to  prevent  Disputes  which  may 
hereafter  ari*e  about  the  Dates  of  Cmwpyances^  and  other  instru^ 
ments  and  Writings  ;  whereby  it  was  enacted,  that  all  Instruments 
and  Writings  whatsoever,  wherein  the  Names  of  the  Months  were 
called  the  First,  Sfcond,  Third  and  Fourth,  instead  of  March j  April, 
Maj/  and  June,  and  so  of  the  rest,  should  be  judged  and  taken  as 
valid  and  effectual  in  Law,  as  if  the  Months  in  such  Writings  had 
been  set  down  and  expressed  by  the  usual  Names. 

AND  forasmuch  as  many  of  the  sober  Inhabitants  of  this  Pro- 
vince are  still  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  calling  the  Names  of 
the  Months  as  they  are  usually  called,  yet  hold  themselves  in  Duty 
bound  to  comply  i^ith  the  Act  of  Parliament  hereinbefore  recited  : 
THEREFORE,  fpr  preventing  Disputes  and  Controversies,  con- 
cerning the  Dates  of  such  Instruments  and  Writings,  since  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Act  of  Parliament  aforesaid;  BE  IT  ENACTED  by  the 
Honourable  JAMES  HAMILTON,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Governor, 
under  the  Honourable  THOMAS  PENN,  and  RICHARD  PENN, 
Esquires,  true  and  absolute  Proprietaries  of  the  Province  of  Penti' 
tj/lvania,  and  Counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent  and  Sussex,  upon  Delc^ 
ware,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Consent  of  the  Representatives 
of  the  Freemen  of  the  said  Province,  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
by  the  Authority  of  the  same.  That  all  Deeds,  Conveyances,  Mort- 
gages, Letters  of  Attorney,  or  Powers  of  Agency,  Commissionsy 
Donds,  Bills,  Charter  Parties,  Leases,  Releases,  Contracts,  Articles^ 
Receipts,  and  all  other  Instruments  and  Writings  whatsoever,  since 
the  first  Day  of  the  Month  called  January  last;  wherein  the  NEmes 
of  the  Months  are  called  First,  Second,  Third  and  JFourth,  insteid 
of  January,  February,  March,  April,  and  so  of  the  rest,  accounting 
always  the  Month  called  January,  to  be  the  first  Month  of  the 
Tear,  shall,  and  are  hereby  enacted  and  declared,  to  be  as  good  an4 
available,  and  may  be  pleaded,  and  shall  be  deemed,  adjudged  and 
taken,  in  all  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  elsewhere,  within  this  Pro- 
vince, to  be  as  valid  and  effectual  in  Law  to  all  Intents,  Construe^* 
tions  and  Purposes,  as  if  the  Months  in  such  Writings  had  been  set 
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down  and  expressed  by  their  usual  NameSy  any  Law,  Custom,  or 
Usage,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

AND  BE  IT  FURTHER  ENACTED,  by  the  Authority  afore- 
said,  That  the  Act  of  Assembly  aforesaid,  intituled,  An  Act  to  pre- 
vent Disputes  which  may  hereafter  arise  about  the  Dates  of  Convey^ 
ancej  and  other  Instruments  and  Writings,  passed  in  the  Ninth 
Year  of  the  late  Queen  ANNE,  and"  every  Clause,  Part  and  Para- 
graph thereof,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

Passed  March  l\th,  1752.*    Recorded  A.  Vol.^,  p.  299. 

CONFIRMED  6y  the  Lords  Justices  in  Council,  May  10th, 
1753. 


.Examination  of  Martin  KitzMiller,  1752. 

Examination  of  Martin  KitzMiller,  of  Manheim  Township,  in 
York  County,  in  the  Province  of  Peonsylvanin,  Miller,  taken  at  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  before  William  Allen,  Esquire,  Chief  Justice 
of  the  said  Province,  the  fourth  Day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our 
Jjord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  fifty-two. 

The  Examinant,  Martin  Kitz  Miller,  upon  his  Oath  on  the  Holy 
Evangelist  of  Almighty  God,  solemnly  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he 
the  said  Ezamioant  lives  on  a. Tract  of  Land  at  Conawaga,  in  Man- 
heim Township  aforesaid,  in  York  County  aforesaid,  which  was 
granted  to  him  by  Warrant  from  the  Honourable  the  Proprietaries 
of  Pennsylvania,  situate  about  four  Miles  to  the  Northward  of  the 
Temporary  Line  run  by  Virtue  of  His  Majesty's  Order,  between  the 
Provinces  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  and  near  to  some  Land 
called  Diggs's  Choice,  lying  in  Heidelberg  Township,  in  the  County 
aforesaid^  Which  Mr.  John  Diggs  has  a  patent  for  from  the  Lord 
Proprietor  of  Maryland. 

That  he  the  said  Ezaminant  can  justly  say,  that  his  the  said  Exami- 
nant  Land  is  not  within  the  said  Mr.  John  Diggs's  Tract  aforesaid, 
for,  that  upon  Mr.  Diggs's  refusing  to  shew  hi^  Line,  (tho'  frequently 
requested  bv  this  Examinant  and  others  so  to  do,)  Mr.  Thomas 
Battey,  a  ^lagistrate  in  Prince  Georges  County,  in  Maryland,  was 
employed  by  the  Examinant  &  some  Others  to  run  Mr.  Diggs's 
Courses  according  to  the  Courses  laid  down  in  the  Certificate  of  Mr. 
Diggs's  Survey,  A  Copy  of  which  Survey  they  had  obtained  from 
the  Land  Office  in  Maryland,  &  found  that  the  Exarainant's  Land, 
or  any  part  of  it,  was  not  within  the  said  Mr.  John  Diggs's  Tract. 
That  he  the  said  Examinant  has  lived  there  twelve  years,  and  during 
that  Time  has  constantly  paid  his  Taxes  in  Pennsylvania.  That  on 
Wednesday,  the  twenty-sixth  Day  of  February  last  past,  Anthony 

*  From  Peter  Miller's  Edition,  published  in  Philada.,  1762,  Vol.  H.p.  40. 
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Worlejy  of  Heidelberg  Township  aforesaid,  Gordwaioer,  and  [jery 
soon  after  bim]  a  joungcr  Son  of  tbe  aforesaid,  Mr.  John  Diggs 
whose  name  be  believes  is  Edward  Diggs)  came  to  tbe  Examinnnt's 
imith  Shop,  each  of  them  having  a  Rifle  Gun  with  him,  and  Worley, 
desiring  the  Ezaminant's  eldest  Son,  Jacob  Kitz  Miller,  to*  make  him 
a  Screw  to  draw  a  Charge  out  of  his  Gun  with,  the  said  Jacob  told 
him  he  could  not  make  one  immediately,  but  would  do  it  in  a  day  or 
two.     That  while  they  were  in  the  Smith's  Shop  the  Exam  in  ant 
came  there,  &  heard  Anthony  Worley  say  to  young  Mr.  Diggs,  let 
us  now  try  which  of  our  Guns  will  shoot  best;  and  the  Examinant 
finding  them  inclineable  to  try,  told  them  he  would  shew  them  the 
Tree  they  usually  shot  at  when  they  trjd  Guns,  which  he  did,  and 
leaving  them  together,  went  to  his  Mill.    That  he  the  said  Examin- 
ant soon  after  heard  one  Gun  discharged,  upon  which  a  Man,  whom 
he  supposes  to  be  the  Sheriff  or  under  Sheriff  of  Baltimore  County, 
in  Maryland,  (hb  Name  the  Examinant  knows  not)  came  up  to  the 
Ezaminant's  House.     That  he  believes  the  discharge  of  the  Gun 
was  a  Signal  or  Notice  to  the  said  Officer  that  the  Examinant  was 
at  home.     That  upon  the  said  Officer's  coming  up  to  the  House,  the 
second  Gun  was  discharged  as  a  Signal,  the  Examinant  verily  believes 
for  others  to  come  up.  For  immediately  two  persons  (one  of  whom  was 
M^  Dudley  Diggs,  another  Son  of  the  aforementioned  M''.  John 
Dipgs,  the  other  a  stranger  to  the  Examinant,)  came  up  to  the 
ExHmioant's  House,  and  the  Sheriff  and  two  last  mentioned  Persons 
alighting  from  their  Horses  went  with  Worley  and  Young  M'.  Diggs 
ioto  the  Smith's  Shop,  the  Examinant  being  all  the  time,  after 
having  shewn  the  Tree  aforesaid,  in  his  Mill.     That  while  they  were 
in  the  Shop,  one  Jacob  Sheely,  a  Neighbour  to  the  Examinant^ 
came  to  the  Mill  (which  is  very  near  to  the  Smith's  Shop)  with^ 
three  Horse  Loads  of  Wheat,  which  the  Examinant  coming  out  to 
receive  the  said  Officer,  with  three  of  the  Persons  before  mentioned, 
came  up  to  the  Examinant,  and  the  Officer  Shaking  Hands  with  the 
Examinant,  kept  fast  hold  of  the  Examinant,  and  told  him  he 
arrested  him  at  the  Suit  of  M'.  John  Diggs,  at  which  Time  the 
youDger  M^  Diggs  plac'd  himself  by  the  Smith's  Shop,  and  pre- 
sented and  pointed  his  Gun  towards  the  Examinant.     That  the 
Examinant  thereupon  strove'  hard  to  disengage  himself  from  the 
Officer  and  to  keep  him  between  him  and  the  said  younger  M'. 
Biggs,  the  Examinant  being  greatly  apprehensive  that  be  should  be 
6hi>t  by  the  s^id  M'.  Diggs,  who  constantly  moved  his  Gun  to  and 
fro  as  the  Examinant  moved,  but  was  as  he  verily  believes  prevented 
from  shooting  for  fear  of  killing  the  Officer.     That  during  this 
struggle  between  the  Officer  &  the  Examinant,  the  Examinant  called 
for  his  Sons  to  help  him  to  get  free  from  the  Officer  who  he  apppre- 
hended  had  no  Authority  to  take  him,  as  he  told  him  he  came  from 
^     Patapsco,  in  Maryland,  and  the  Examinant  knew  he  was  not  an 
Officer  in  York  County.     That  the  Examinant's  two  younger  Sons 
being  in  a  Field  near  the  House^  ca7.e  up,  and  some  of  the  Officer*' 
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Company  beat  and  braised  tbem  both  very  much  about  their  Heads 
with  their  Guns  and  Clubs  which  they  had  in  their  Hands.  That 
thereupon  his  aforesaid  Son,  Jacob  Kits  Miller,  having  a  Rifle  Gun 
in  the  Shop,  (charged  some  Time  before  with  Duck  Shot)  came  out 
of  the  Shop  with  it.  Whereupon  two  of  the  Officer's  Company  seised 
the  said  Jacob  and  Strove  to  take  his  Gun  from  him.  That  during 
this  Affray  the  fizaminant's  Wife  came  out  of  the  House,  and  some 
of  the  Officer's  Company  pulled  her  Cap  off  and  tore  a  great  quan- 
tity of  Hair  from  her  Head,  and  beat  her  so  that  her  Arms  were 
yery  much  braised.  That  in  this  Confusion,  and  while  the  Struggle 
coDtinaed  between  the  two  Persons  and  Jacob,  the  said  Gun  in 
Jacob's  Hand  was  discharged,  and  shot  the  aforesaid  M'.  Dudley 
Diggs,  who  stood  near  the  muzzle  of  the  said  Gun,  in  the  Belly. 
That  at  the  Time  of  the  Gun's  going  Off,  those  two  Persons  who 
were  Stragling  with  the  Ezaminant's  Son  Jacob,  had  fast  hold  of 
the  Gun  in  Jacob's  Hand  striving  to  wrest  it  from  him.  And  the 
said  Jacob  solemnly  declared  to  the  Ezaminant  that  he  did  not 
design  to  discharge  the  Gun,  and  does  not  Remember  that  he  touched 
the  Tricker  at  that  Time.  That  upon  this  unfortunate  Event,  the 
Sheriff  or  Officer  aforesaid  let  the  Ezaminant  go,  and  the  other 
Persons  let  go  his  Son,  and  after  putting  the  Body  of  the  said  M**. 
Dudley  Diggfl  upon  some  Straw,  they  all  went  off  immediately,  and 
the  Ezamiuant  likewise  went  away  to  York  Town,  and  that  his  Son 
soon  after  followed  him  and  told  him  that  the  said  M'.  Dudley  Diggs 
lived  two  or  three  Hours  -after  he  received  his  Wound,  and  then 
Dyed.  That  after  this  Ezaminant  was  gone,  M'.  Diggs  called  to 
his  Son  to  come  to  him,  and  told  him  that  he  forgave  bim  what  had 
happen'd  to  bim  by  his  Means,  (as  this  Ezaminant  has  been  informed 
by  his  said  Son).  That  after  the  Jlzamioant  and  his  Son  came  to 
xork,  the  Son  surrendered  himself  a  Prisoner  in  the  Publick  Goal, 
And  that  the  Ezaminant  came  to' this  City  (where  he  arrived  on  the 
Evening  of  the  first  Day  of  this  Instant)  to  give  an  Account  of  this 
unhappy  Affair  to  the  Chief  Justice  of  this  Province. 

his 
MARTIN  M   KITZ  MILLER, 
mark. 

Taken  &  Sworn,  at  Philadv,  the  4'^  Day  of  March,  Anno  Domini, 
1752,  Before  me, 

WILL:  ALLEN. 
A  true  Copy  ezamined  carefully  by 

JAMES  READ,  Clerk  Court.* 
*  See  CoL  Rec.  Vol.  V.,  p.  582-697. 
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Nicholas  Soull  to  R.  Peibss,  1752. 

Philad*.,  March  17»>,  1752. 
S'. 

I  hftTo  perused  M'.  Jaek*8  Letter,  and  think  his  method  of  finding 
the  Meridian,  the  Tangent  LinCi  and  running  the  Gircamfercnce  of 
the  Circle,  to  be  good  as  well  as  plain  and  easie  to  be  conceived ;  his 
Opinion  also  of  ue  insufficiency  of  the  Needle  in  Running  of  long 
lines,  is  doubtless  very  Just. 

But  I  must  own  my  self  at  a  loss  to  understand  him  where  he 
says  that  there  is  nothing  at  all  in  the  Objection  that  a  line  run  with 
Stakes  will  be  an  Arch  of  a  great  Circle,  and  not  a  parallel  of  Lati- 
tude or  East  and  West  Line.  For  my  own  part^  I  must  confess  that 
1  always  mtderstood  an  East  and  West  line  and  a  Parallel  of  Latitude 
to  mean  the  same  thing,  and  I  conceive  nothing  is  more  evident  than 
that  a  great  Circle  cannot  be  a  parallel  of  Latitude;  If  so,  then  a 
line  run  with  stakes  cannot  be  an  East  and  West  line }  however,  as 
I  am  oonvinced  by  M'.  Jack's  Letter  that  he  is  far  Superior  to  me 
in  Mathematical  Learning,  I  shall  at  present  submit  to  his  better 
Judgment,  but  least  some  People  on  this  side  the  Water  should 
thick  him  mistaken  in.  this  Point,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  advise  the 
having  it  Battled  at  home  before  the  lines  between  the  Irovinccs  are 
begun* 

I  am,  Y'  assured  Friend, 

NICHO.  SCULL. 
To  Richard  Peters,  Esq'. 

N.  B.  I  forgot  to  Observe  above  that  we  have  not  such  an 
Instrument  as  M'.  Jack  mentions. 


John  Diogbs  to  0.  J.  Ai«len,  1752. 

Honf  Sir : 

The  very  bad  roads,  with  my  very  great  affliction  and  Infirmity, 
renders  me  incapable  to  wait  on  vo'  Hon*'  in  person  upon  the  Melan- 
choly occasion  of  my  Son's  Death. 

The  many  Testimonies  herewith  sent,  together  with  the  Ezamina- 
tions  you  will  be  pleased  to  make,  will  clearly  shew  the  willful 
murder  committed ;  and  that  this  black  deed  was  premeditated ;  I 
kaye  now  certain  Information  that  Martin  Kitimiller  had,  by  several 
speeches,  declared  his  resolution  to  destroy  me  or  some  of  my  family 
this  way. 

The  Inhuman  and  unchristian  behaviour,  not  only  at  the  time 

when  my  poor  Son  rec'd  his  Death  wound,  but  for  some  Considerable 

time  after,  when  the  said  Kitimiller,  his  Sons,  and  others  in  his 

Family,  with  their  Guns  and  Clubs,  hinder'd  my  Dying  Son's  Br^ 

.  Vol.  U.- 
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ther,  and  some  others,  from  giving  him  the  least  assistance  or  relief, 
leaves  me  do  room  to  doubt  of  bis  wicked  intentions  to  fulfil  the  reso- 
lution he  had  been  some  time  Spiriting  himself  and  Family  into  to 
Commit  the  most  unheard  of  Cruelty,  I  believe,  ever  Transacted  by 
any  human  Christian  People.  As  soon  as  I  could  overcome  the 
distracted  Sallies  of  HuWn  Nature,  and  my  very  great  grief,  I  np- 
ply'd  to  Justice  Wattson,  the  nearest  Magistrate,  for  Warrants  to 
apprehend  the  Criminals.  Altho'  my  friends  were  so  good  on  my  be- 
half, for  several  days  in  going  forwards  &  backwards  from  the  Magis- 
tnite  to  the  Constable's,  Martin  Kitcmiller,  his  Wife,  two  Sons,  viz^ 
John  Leonard  &  Jn^  Kitzmiller,  together  with  a  certain  John  Cy- 
phers, for  all  whom  I  had  obtained  Warrants  against,  were  admitted 
&  still  Continue  at  large ;  and  what  adds  greatly  to  my  Consterna- 
tion is,  that  the  said  Cyphers  she'd  be  called  upon  to  give  evidence 
on  so  foul  a  deed,  notwithstanding  Justice  Watson's  Warrant  was 
served  upon  him. 

About  six  years  past  the  Governour  of  Maryland  Cited  mo  to  An- 
nopolis  to  answer  some  Complaints  against  my  Claims  here,  held 
under  Lord  Baltemore,  when  amongst  other  matters,  I  prev'd  to 
Content,  by  unquestionable  evidences,  my  Original  Survey,  former 
{Settlement  and  possession,  of  the  very  Spot  where  my  poor  Son  lost 
his  life,  &  where  Martin  Kitzmiller  lived  &  forceably  detained  from 
me,  to  my  very  great  damage,  notwithstanding  my  right  thereof  was 
Secur'd  to  me  by  the  Prop^  Agreem*  and  his  Majestie's  Royal  Order ; 
ever  since,  at  times,  precepts  have  been  issued  from  the  Grovcrnm'  of 
Maiyl'  to  apprehend  the  said  Kitzmiller,  to  bring  him  to  trial,  where- 
by he  might  be  convicted;  he  not  only  violated  the  Prop**  Agreement 
but  his  Majesties  Royal  Order  of  Council.  I  doubt  not  but  a  mu- 
tual Conference  will  be  had  between  Oovernour  Hamilton  and  the 
Governour  of  Maryl^  on  this  occasion,  and  that  Right  orders  will  be 
taken  and  directed  in  this  most  Melancholy  affair.  Conformable  to 
to  the  Prop"  Agreement  and  his  Majesties  Royal  order  thereupon, 
the  se'ral  Gopys  of  Depositions,  with  other  matters  brought  to  light 
&  now  sent,  are  h'mbly  submitjbed  to  yO'  honour's  observation.  Upou 
the  whole,  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  appear  clear  that  murder  is  com- 
mitted, and  that  the  Criminals,  acting,  or  accessory,  ousht  to  be 
secured.  The  Fame  of  yo'  Hon™  Candor  and  Integrity  leaves  me 
no  room  to  doubt  but  that  the  strictest  justice  will  be  admiusteredi 
and  that  you'l  be  pleased  to  pardon  this  from  Hon"^  Sir , 

Yo'  very  afflicted 

and  obed*  serv*, 

JOHN  DIGGES. 

March  22d,  1752,  Little  ConewagO| 
York  County. 

Directed, 
To  the  Hon'ble  William  Allen,  Esq., 

Chief  Justice  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  CoL  Reo.  Vol.  V.  pp.  582—697. 
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Council  of  Proprietors  of  New  Jersey,  1752, 

Ai  a  Council  of  Proprietors  of  the  Eastern  Division  of  New  Jer- 
sey, held  at  Perth  Amboj,  March  25th;  1752. 

Present : 

The  President,  Mr.  Nevill, 

Mr.  Alexander,  Mr.  John  Burnet, 

Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Ashfield, 

Dr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Parker. 

Mr.  Peters  Informed  the  Board,  that  Mr.  Coze  had,  at  his  Request, 
Commenc'd  an  Aotion  of  Trespass  at  the  Sait  of  Thomas  and  Richard 
Penn,  Esq'*,  Proprietors  of  Pensilvania,  against  one  Robert  Sandford, 
,  who  was  Settled  on  a  Tract  of  2500  Acres  of  Land  belonging  to  said 
PeoDS,  in  Morris  County,  in  which  Action  s'  Sandford  Gives  out  he 
will  stand  trial  upon  a  pretended  purchase,  Call'd  the  Aqnach  Indian 
Porehase,  or  perhaps  the  New  Brittain  Purchase :  That  this  Sand-, 
ford  is  Confederated  with  several  others  at  Newark  and  other  places, 
and  has  actually  told  Mess*^  Penns'  Agent,  that  they  are  come  to  a  Re- 
Bohtion  to  try  the  Validity  of  their  Title,  and  requiring  of  the  plain- 
tiffs' to  bring  the  Action  to  a  Tryal :  That  as  their  Indian  purchases 
ioclade  Large  Tracts  of  Land  belonging  to  other  Proprietors,  both  in 
East  and  West  Jersey,  (tho'  the  Lands  of  Mess"  Penns  are  taken  up 
by  a  West  Jersey  Right,)  Mr.  Peters  says  he  is  not  willing  to  Try 
this  Action  unless  the  Council  of  Proprietors  of  both  Divisions  shall 
Cootribttte  to  the  Expense,  and  Approve  'every  Step  to  be  taken  in 
the  prosecution  of  this,  or  an  Ejectment,  if  that  should  be  thought  a 
better  Ijjiode  of  proceeding,  and  therefore  desires  the  Board  will  bo 
pleased  to  take  this  Matter  into  their  serious  Consideration  and  Give 
hiffl  their  Answer. 


At  a  Council  of  Proprietors,  &o ,  held  at  Perth  Amboy,  March 
26, 1752. 

Present : 

Thb  President,  Mr.  John  Burnet. 

#   Mr.  Alexander,  Mr.  William  Burnet, 

Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Parker, 

Dr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Stevens. 
Mr.  Nevill, 

This  Board  haveing  maturely  Considered  the  Proposition  made 
Yesterday  by  Mr.  Peters,  are  of  Opinion  that  the  pretence  to  hold 
Luds  by  Indian  purchase  equally  Concerns  the  Proprietors  of  both 
Divisions ;  that  the  Charges  of  such  Suits  as  shall  be  necessary  ought 
to  be  at  the  equal  Charge  of  the  Proprietors  of  both  Divisions;  and 
thb  Board,  for  the  Proprietors  of  the  Eastern  Division,  cheerfull* 


79  EENNSYLYANIA  ABCHIVB8  1752. 

and  UnaiuiDOiislj  Agreo  to  bear  one-half  of  the  Charges,  and  to 
Give  our  best  personal  Services  besides  in  the  Salt  brought  or  pro- 
pos'd  to  be  brought  in  the  Name  of  Proprietorys  Penns.  This  Board 
also  think  it  most  Effectual  to  have  the  Trjal  in  Ejectment^  that 
Bless'*  Penns  may  have  the  Effect  to  Recover  the  Possession.  That 
the  Brief  of  Title  of  the  Liessor  of  the  Plaint]£&|  should  be  made  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  the  best  possible  Enquiry  into  what  the  DefeDd* 
is  to  Sett  up  for  his  Defense  and  a  Copy  Laid  before  this  Board. 
That  this  Board  are  of  Opinion,  That  Mr.  Ogden,  if  possible,  be  En- 
gaged in  this  Cause,  and  that  Mr.  Alexander  Use  his  Endeavours 
for  it,  that  Mr.  Murray  have  also  a  Retainer,  and  that  William 
Smith,  Attorney  General  of  New  York,  be  also  Engag'd  if  possible. 

A  true  Copy.        JOHN  SMITH,  Reg'. 

Perth  Amboy,  March  3l8t  1752. 

Sir : 

The  foregoing  are  Copys  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Proprietors  of  E!ast 
Jersey,  Jlelateing  to  the  Tryal  of  Mess*^^  Penns  ag^  Robert  Sand- 
ford. 

I  am, 

•  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  SMITH. 

Directed,  . 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esq%  att., 
Philadelphia. 


Deposition  of  Akthont  Worlet  and  Othebs,  1752. 

1.  The  Examination  of  Anthony  Worley^  of  the  Towhship  of 
Heidleberg,  in  the  County  of  Y.ork,  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania, 
Cordwainer,  taken  the  Twenty-sixth  Day  of  March,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Fifty-two,  Before  William 
Allen,  Esq',  Chief  Justice  of  the  same  Province. 

The  said  Ezanainant,  Anthony  Worley,  upon  his  Oath  on  tho 
Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  being  solemnly  examined,  did 
depose  and  say,  That  on  or  about  the  Twenty-sixth  Day  of  Fc|i>ruary 
last  past,  as  he,  the  Examinant,  was  going  to  Smith's  Shop,  near  to 
Mr.  John  Diggs's  of  Heidleberg  Township,  Henry  Diggs,  the  Son  of 
Mr.  John  Diggs,  aforesaid,  came  to  him  and  ask'd  him  to  go  with 
him  to  Martin  Kitzmiller's,  whereupon  the  Examinant  said  to  the 
said  Henry,  '<  I  am  going  there  presently — What  are  you  going  there 
about  ?''  To  which  the  said  Henry  reply'd,  '<  To  take  Martin  Kits- 
miller."  That  he,  the  Examinant,  then  said,  that  he  did  not  oare 
for  going  there  upon  such  an  Account,  as  some  Trouble  might  fol- 
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loir.  Thai  during  this  Disoonrse,  the  aforesaid  Mr.  John  Biggs 
came  to  them,  who  persuaded  the  Examinant  to  go,  telling  him,  that 
as  there  might  happen  some  Contention,  and  perhaps  Blowsj  ho 
would  have  him  to  go,  and  he  might  be  a  Means  of  preventing 
them.  That  ihe  said  Mr.  John  Diggs  also  told  him  that  the  Sheriff 
would  be  there  too.  That  he,  the  Examinant,  went  to  Martin  Kits- 
miller's,  and  a  little  after  him  Henry  Diggs  came  there.  That  he, 
the  Examinant,  oarrj'd  his  Oun  with  him  in  order  to  get  Jacob 
Kitsmiller,  the  Son  of  the  aforesaid  Martin  Kitzmillcr,  to  make  a 
Wiper  (bj  which  he  means  a  Screw)  for  his  Oun,  which  the  said 
Jacob  promised  to  make  for  him.  That  when  Henry  Diggs  came 
there,  who  also  bronght  a  Oun  with  him,  the  Examinant  and  the 
said  Henry  try'd  who  could  shoot  best,  for  which  end  Martin  Kitz- 
millcr shew'd  them  a  Tree.  That,  soon  after,  the  Person  who  was 
called  the  Sherif  came  up  to  Martin  Eatsmiller's  House,  at  which 
Time  the  Examinant  was  in  a  Store  Room  in  the  said  House  with 
one  John  Seifert,  a  Taylor,  who  was  working  there  at  his  Trade. 
That  while  he,  the  Examinant,  was  in  the  Store  Room,  he  ask'd  for 
a  Dram,  but  could  get  none.  That  there  was  a  great  Nmse  out  of 
Doors,  and  he  heard  Martin  Kitzmiller,  whose  Voice  he  could  well 
distiDguish,  call  out, ''  Shoot  Dudley  Diggs.".  That  thereupon  he^ 
the  Examinant,  ran  out  of  the  House  and  received  a  Blow  immedi- 
ately, which  knocked  him  down,  but  from  whom  he  knows  not,  and 
that  before  he  was  risen  again,  he  heard  a  Oun  discharged;  and,  as 
Boonias  he  got  up,  he  ran  to  the  Back  of  the  House,  and,  in  a  short 
Time  after  returned  again,  and  Meeting  Martin  Kitzmiller,  the  said 
Martin  bid  him  "  Begone,  for  you  are  the  Person  that  brought  these 
People  here,"  and  then  pointing  a  Oun  towards  the  Examinant,  said, 
''I  will  shoot  you  if  you  don't  go  off."  That  he,  the  Examinant, 
ffoiDg  towards  the  Smith's  Shop  to  get  his  Horse  and  Oun,  he  saw 
Dudley  Diffga,  a  Son  of  the  aforesaid  John  Diggs,  laying  down  on 
the  Ground/ftnd  ask'd  him  whether  he  was  shot,  to  which  the  said 
Dadley  Diggs  answer'd,  <'  Tes — I  am  shot."  That  he  the  Exam- 
inant, thereupon  went  away.  That  the  Examinant  has,  since  that 
Time,. heard  tho  aforesftia  Mr.  John  Di^  say,  that  the  Person 
whom  he  called  tho  Sherif  was  one  John  w  ilmott,  deputed  by  the 
Sherif  of  Baltimore  County,  in  the  Province  of  Maryland.  That  ho 
has  been  acquainted  with  Martin  Kitzmiller  nine  or  ten  years  past. 
Tliat,  according  to  the  best  Information  the  Examinant  has  had,  and 
the  best  of  his  Judgment,  the  said  Martin  Kitzmiller's  Dwelling  is 
about  four  miles  to  the  Northward  of  the  Temporary  I^ine  which  was 
run  some  years  since  Between  the  Oovernments  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland,  and  that  he  believes,  (though  he  is  not  sure,)  that  the 
aaid  Martin  Kitzmillcr  pays  his  Taxes  in  Pennsylvania. 

ANTHONY  WORLEY. 
Sworn  at  the  City  of  Phihdelphia,  the  *) 

ifsd.  26th  day  of  March,  17d2,'be-  V 

fore  me,  Yfwu.  Aixw.     j 
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Deposition  of  John  Stackers,  1762. 

2.  Tbe  Examination  of  John  Stackto,  of  Hcidleberg  Township, 
in  the  County  of  York,  Mason,  Before  William  Allen,  Esq',  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Twenty-sixth  Day  of 
March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
Bifty-two. 

The  said  Examinant,  John  Stackers,  (Mason,)  being  solemnly  ex- 
amined on  his  Oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  Gbd,  did 
depose  and  say,  that  on  or  about  the  twenty-sixth  Day  of  February 
lust  past,  he  was  at  the  House  of  Mr.  John  Diggs,  when  Henry 
Diggs,  a  Son  of  the  said  John  Diggs,  ask'd  him  whether  he  would 
go  with  him  to  Martin  Ritzmiller's  in  order  to  take  the  said  Martin 
llitzmiller.  That  John  Wilmot,  who  was  called  the  Sheriff,  Dudley 
Diggs,  another  Son  of  John  Diggs,  Anthony  Worley,  and  Patrick 
CoyTe,  were  then  there.  That  he,  the  Examinant,  consented  to  go. 
That  they  all  set  out  from  Mr.  Diggs's  to  go  to  Martin  Kitzmiller's 
House.  That  Anthony  Worley  and  Henry  Diggs  had  their  Guns 
with  them.  That  Worley  said  he  wanted  Jacob  Eitzmiller,  (Martin's 
Son,)  to  make  a  Wiper  (meaning  a  Screw)  for  it.  That  the  said 
Anthony  Worley  &  Henry  Diggs  got  to  Kitzmiller's  a  little  before 
the  Rest  of  the  Company.  That  upon  his,  the  ExaminantS,  coming 
to  Kitzmiller's  House,  he  went  into  the  House,  where  he  saw  An- 
thony Worley,  who  he  heard  ask  for  a  Dram.  That  he  came  out 
from  the  House 'and  went  to  Henry  Diggs,  who  was  behind  the 
Smith's  Shop.  That  while  he  was  there  he  heard  Martin  Kitzmiller 
call  for  his  Gun.  That  Jacob  Kitzmiller  got  a  Gun,  and  Dudley 
Diggs  seized  it  and  strove  to  take  it  from  the  said  Jacob.  That  he, 
the  Examinant,  having  turned  about  a  little  the  Gun  was  discharg'd 
and  he  saw  Dudley  Diggs  full  pretty  near  him.  That  he,  the  Ex- 
aminant, don't  remember  to  have  seen  Henry  Diggs  have  his  Gun  in 
his  Hand  at  any  Time  during  the  Disturbance  and  Scuffle  between 
Diggs's  Company  and  ^kitzmiller's  Family.  That  the  Sheriff,  as  he 
was  call'd,  and  Patrick  Coyle,  went  away  immediately  after  Mr. 
Dudley  Diggs  fell.  That  a  few  Minutes  after  the  Examinant  re- 
ceived a  violent  Blow  over  the  Shoulder  with  a  Club,  as  he  verily 
believes  from  onp  of  Martin  Kitzmiller's  Sons,  (which  of  them  he  is 
not  sure,  but  he  believes  from  one  of  the  younger  Sons,)  not  from 
him  who  is  supposed  to  have  shot  Mr.  Diggs.  That  he  soon  went 
away  and  told  Mr.  John  Dig^s  what  had  happened. 

,  His 
JOHN  «  STACKERS. 
Mark. 

• 

Taken  and  Sworn  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  \ 
the  26th  Day  of  March,  1752,  Before  me,    V 

Will.  Allen.     J 

«  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  Y.  pp.  582-^97. 
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Tab  Examination  of  Patrick  Coyle,  1752. 

The  Examination  of  Patrick  Coyle,  of  Heidleberg  Township,  in 
York  County,  Mason,  Before  William  Mien,  Esq^,  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Province  of  Philadelphia,  the  Twenty-Sixth  Day  of  March, 
in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Fifty- 
two. 

The  said  Examinant,  Patrick  Coyle,  being  examined,  on  his 
solemn  Oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did  depose 
and  say,  that  he  was  at  the  House  of  M'  John  Diggs,  of  Heidleberg 
Township,  on  the  Twenty-fifth  Day  of  February  last  past,  and  that 
John  Willmoty  who  was  called  the  Sheriff  by  the  said  M*^  DiggA»  was 
there  likewise ;  that  in  the  Evening  of  that  Day  it  was  agreed  between 
the  said  John  Willmot,  the  Examinant,  &  some  others,  that  they 
woald  go  the  next  Day  and  take  Martin  Kitzmiller,  of  Manheim 
Township.  The  Examinant  being  persuaded  by  M'  John  Diggs  to 
go,  M'  Diggs  telling  him  that  ho  might  be  a  means  of  preventing 
Blowsy  or  some  Hurt  being  done,  if  any  Quarrel  should  happen. 
That,  accordingly,  the  next  Day,  the  said  John  Willmot,  John 
Stackers,  Anthony  Worley,  Dudley  Diggs  apd  Henry  Diggs,  Sons 
of  the  aforesaid  M'  John  Diggs,  and  tho  Examinant,  went  to 
Martin  Kitzmiller's  House,  in  order  to  apprehend  the  said  Martin. 
That  the  said  Henry  Diggs  &  Anthony  Worley  had  each  of  them  a 
OaiT  with  him.  That  Anthony  Worley  said  he  carry'd  his  Gun 
with  him  in  Order  to  get  a  Wiper  (meaning  thereby  a  Screw)  made 
by  Jacob  Eatsmiller,  Martin's  son.  That  the  aforesaid  John  Will- 
not  taking  hold  of  Martin  Kitzmiller,  told  him  that  he  took  him  in 
hia  Lordphip's  Name,  at  the  Suit  of  John  Diggs.  That  they  strug- 
gled together,  the  said  Martin  striving  to  got  away  from  the  said 
John  Willmot  That  the  said  Martin  Kitzmiller  called  out  for  a 
Gun.  Whereupon  the  aforesaid  Jacob  Kitzmiller  run  into  the 
Smith's  Shop,  and  brought  out  from  thence  a  Gun.  That  the  afore- 
ttid  Dudley  Diggs  seized  the  Gun,  and  desired  the  said  Jacob  to 
discharge  it,  who  answered,  "  I  will  not  shoot  any  Man,  let  the  Gun 
go."  That  there  waa  a  Struggle  for  some  Time  between  them  for 
the  Gun,  during  which  the  Examinant  was  afraid  some  Mischief 
would  happen,  and  therefore  was  goingjtowards  the  said  Dudley  and 
Jacob  in  order  to  take  the  Gun  from  them,  when  he  received  two 
Blows  with  a  club  from  John  Leonard  Kitzmiller,  another  son  of 
Martin,  which  Blows  the  Examinant  retum'd  with  a  Stick  he  had 
ia  his  Hand,  which  he  used,  when  riding,  instead  of  a  Horse  Whip. 
Whereupon  the  said  John  I^eonard  Kitzmiller  dropt  his  Club  &  run 
off.  That  the  said  Jacob  Kitkmiller,  getting  the  Gun  from  the  said 
Dadley  Diggs,  who  turn'd  about  thereupon  to  go  away  from  the 
Bsid  Jaco)>,  the  said  Jacob  pointed  the  said  Gun,  Breast  high,  di« 
reotly  towards  the  said  Dudley,  aftd,  discharging  it,  shot  him  in  tho 
lover  Part  of  his  Baek.    Whereupon  John  Sduert,  a  Taylor,  eame 
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out  of  Martio  Kitzmiller's  House,  and  cry'd  oat  that| ''  If  Ihev  did 
not  go  off  immediately,  they  should  all  l)e  shot  down  as  the  Other 
lay,  for  they  had  no  Business  there/'  That  they  all  thereupon  went 
off.  That  the  said  Dudley  Diggs  dy'd  of  the  Wound  he  reeeivM  at 
that  Time ;  and  that  neither  M'  Henry  Pi^s,  nor  any  other  Person 
present,  during  the  Affray,  had  any  Gun  m  his  Hands,  except  the 
one  that  Jacob  brought  out  from  the  Smith's  Shop. 

PATRICK  COYLL, 
Taken  and  sworn  at  the  City  of  "^ 

Philadelphia,  the  said  26*^  \  Before  me. 
Day  of  March,  1752.  ) 

/  Will.  Allen. 


The  Examination  of  John  Leonard  Kitzmiller,  1752. 

The  Examination  of  John  Leonard  Kitimiller,  (Son  of  Martia 
Kitzmiller,  of  Manheim  Township,  in  York  County,)  aged  nine- 
teen Years,  or  thereabouts,  the  twenty  Sixth  Day  of  March,  ia 
the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Fifty  two. 
Before  William  Allen,  Esq'.,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Examinant^  John  Leonard  Ritzmiller,  being  examined*,  on 
his  solemn  Oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  (}od,  depoeetb 
and  saith.  That  about  the  kitter  End  of  February  last  past,  he  the 
Examinant  and  his  younger  Brother  John  Kitsmiller,  having  beea 
getting  Tomeps  in  a  field  at  a  little  Distance  from  his  Father's 
House,  were  bringing  them  Home,  when  the  Examinant  saw  Henry 
Diggs,  Son  of  M'  John  Diggs,  of  Heidleberg  Township,  by  his  (the 
Examinant's)  Father's  Smith's  Shop,  holding  a  Oun  in  his  Hands, 
and  moving  it  to  and  fro,  which  Gun,  as  the  Examin'  came  nearer,  he 
found  to  be  directed  towards  the  Elxaminant's  Father,  who  was  strug- 
gling to  get  free  from  a  Man,  a  Stranger  to  the  Examinant,  who  had 
fust  Hold  of  him.  That  when  he  came  up  to  his  Father's  Honse, 
he  saw  John  Stackers,  the  aforesaid  Henry  Diggs,  Anthony  Worley, 
Dudley  Diggs,  (another  Son  of  John  Diges,)  Patrick  Coyle,  and  the 
Stranger  aforesaid,  before  the  Door  with  the  Examinant's  Father  and 
Mother  among  them.  That  some  of  the  Company  beat  his  Mother, 
puli'd  off  her  Cap  and  tore  her  Hair.  That  his  Brother  John  being 
frightened,  soon  ran  away  and  hid  himself,  lest  he  should  get  hurt. 
That  there  was  such  Confusion,  he  cannot  say  who  beat  his  Mother. 
That  the  aforesaid  Henry  Diggs,  having  laid  aside  his  Oun,  the  said 
Henry  and  John  Stackers  beat  the  Examinant  with  Clubs,  and 
broke  and  cut  his  Head,  so  that  it  bled  very  much.  Th%t  he  the 
Examinaat  ran  away  as  soon  as  possible,  being  very  much  hart  and 
affrighted.    That  he  did  not  see  any  Thing  more  till  the  Oompany 
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were  diBperaedi  when  he  saw  Dadlej  Diggs  laying  down  by  the 
Smith's  Shop,  but  did  not  go  him.  That^o  Ezaminant's  Father 
and  the  Ezaminant  set  out  for  York  Town  before  the  Death  of  Dud- 
ley Diggs,  who,  he  understood,  died  some  time  after  their  leaving 
Home.  That  Jacob  Eitzmiller,  the  Examinant's  Brother,  came  to 
Tork  Town  soon  after  the  Ezaminant  &  his  Father.  That  Jacob 
Sheely  eame  to  the  Ezaminant's  Father's  Mill  with  some  Horse 
lioads  of  Wheat  to  be  ground,  and  he  believes  continued  thereabout 
during  the  whole  Affray.  That  the  Ezaminant's  Father  has  liv'd 
where  this  Affray  happeo'd  about  thirteen  Years  and  has  paid  his 
Taxes  in  Pennsylvania  during  that  Time^  &  That  his  Father's  House 
is  four  or  five  Miles  Northward  of  the  temporary  Line  for  dividing 
the  Provinces  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania. 

LENHARD  KUTZMULLER. 
Taken  and  sworn  at  the  City*^ 

of  Philadelphia  oh  the  said  y  Before  me. 

26«»  Day  of  March,  1752J 

WILL.  Allen. 


Indorsed — "  Examination  of  Patrick  Coyle  &  John  Leonard  Kitz- 
iller,  26«*  March,  1752." 


Thb  Examination  op  Jacob  Sheely,  1752. 

The  Examination  of  Jacob  Sheely,  of  Mountjoy  Township,  in  York 
County,  Wheelwright,  Before^  William  Allen,  Esquire,  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  the  twenty  Sixth  Day  of 
March,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
Fifty-two. 

The  said  Ezaminant,  Jacob  Sheely,  upon  his  Oath  on  the  Holy 

Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did  solemnly  depose  and  say,  that 

about  the  End  of  February  last  past,  or  the  beginning  of  this  Month 

of  March,  he  came  to  Martin  Kitzmiller's  Mill  with  three  Ilorse 

Lioads  of  Wheat  to  be  ground      That  when  the  said  Martin  Kitz- 

miller  Was  about  to  take  the  Wheat  off  the  Horses,  A  Man,  who  is 

a  Stranger  to  the  Examinant,  took  Hold  of  Martin  Kitzmiller's  right 

Hand,  and  keeping  his  Hold,  said  to  Martin  Kitzmiller,  I  arrest  you 

at  the  suit  of  M**.  John  Diggs.    That  M'.  Dudley  Diggs  and  the 

Man  who  sciz'd  Martin  Kitzmiller,  with  four  other  Persons,  (whoso 

Name»  are  all  unknown  to  the  Examinant,  tho'  he  knows  that  two 

of  them  are  Masons,)  were  about  Martin  Kitzmiller's  House  and  an 

Affray  happened,  during  which  Martin  Kitzmiller's  Wife  and  Son 

John  Leonard  Kitzmiller  got  some  Blows ;  that  he  saw  the  Son  come 

from  a  Field  to  his  Father's  Assistance,  and  soon  after  bleeding  and 

nmning  away  from  the  Company.     That  two  Guns  were  Ijrought 

by  the  Company  who  came  to  Kitzmiller's  House,  but  that  during 

4* 
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the  Affray  the  Examinant  did  not  see  any  Oan  among  them,  bat 
the  One  which  Jacob  Kitzmiller,  Martin's  Eldest  Son,  had  in  his 
Hands.  That  Jacob  Kitzmiller  coming  out  of  the  Smith's  Shop, 
and  bringing  a  Oan  with  him,  to  assist  his  Father,  Dudley  Diggs 
and  two  Others  seiz'd.him  and  his  Oud,  and  strove  to  wrest  it  out 
of  his  Hands.  That  during  the  struggle,  the  Oun  was  by  some 
Means  discharged,  (but  how  or  by  what  Means  the  Examinant  knows 
not)  whereby,  be  was  inform'd,  that  the  said  Dudley  Diggs  was  shot 
in  the  ^Aok.  That  Martin  Kitzmiller  and  his  Sons  soon  went  from 
Home,  and  all  the  other  Company  went  off,  except  one,  who 
remained  with  Dudley  Diggs,  who  dyed  in  a  few  Hours  after  receiv- 
ing the  Wound  aforesaid.  That  before  the  death  of  the  said  Dudley 
Diggs,  ho  the  Examin^  strove  to  lift  him  .from  the  Ground,  but  he 
could  not  raise  him.  That  he  has  known  the  aforesaid  Martin  Kitz- 
miller six  or  seven  Tears,  and  has  been  inform'd  by  People,  who 
live  near  to'  Martin  Kitzmiller,  that  the  said  Martin's  House  is  about 
three  or  four  miles  distant  from  the  Temporary  Line,  and  that  bo 
understands  and  verily  believes  that  the  said  Martin  usually  pays 
his  Taxes  in  Pennsylvania.  The  Examinant  being  ask'd  whether 
be  saw  Jacob  Kitzmiller  present  or  point  the  Gun  towards  Dudley 
Diggs  ?  he  answered  that  he  did  not  see  any  such  Thing. 

JACOB  SIELE, 
Token  &  sworn  at  the  City") 

of  Philadelphia,  the  26«^  [-Before  me. 

Day  of  March,  1752.     j 

Will.  Allen. 

A  tirue  Copy>  earefdlly  examined  by' 

James  Head,  CI'  Cu^ 

iiic?or.<iecf— Examination  of  John  Seifert  &  John  Sheely,  26*^ 
March,  1752." 


6.  Tlie  Examination  of  John  Seifert j  of  Heidelberg  Township, 
in  York  County,  Taylor,  Before  William  Allen,  Esquire,  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Ffty-two. 

The  said  Examinant,  John  Seifert,  being  examined,  on  his  Oath, 
on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did  solemnly  depose  and 
say,  that  about  the  End  of  February  last  past,  or  the  Beginning  of 
this  month  of  March,  he  was  employed  at  his  Trade,  at  Martin 
Kitzmiller's,  and  was  in  the  House'  so  seated,  that  he  could  ^e  out 
of  it  from  a  Window  and  Door.  That  one  Anthony  Worley  came 
into  the  House  and  told  Martin  Kitzmiller  that  he  wanted  half  a 
gallon  of  Liquor,  &  desired  him  to  let  him  have  it,  for  he  had  won 
so  much  of  Henry  Diggs,  in  shooting  at  a  Mark,  having  shot  into 
the  Black.  Martin  Kitzmiller  said  he  had  no  Liquor.  That  the 
said  Anthony  Worley  then  went  out  of  the  House^  and  presently^ 
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Dudley  Diggs,  Patrick  Coyle,  and  another  Person,  unknown  to  tbe 
Ezaminant,  oame  np  to  the  Smith's 'Ship.  That  Jacob  Sheelj  came 
about  the  Same  Time  to  Martin  Kitzmillcr'a  Mill.  That  Henry 
DiggSi  and  Anthooy  Worley  had  G-aus.  That  Martin  Kitzmilleri 
beinff  seised  by  one  of  the  Company,  called  for  Help,  that  he  mieht 
get  uee.  That  the  Wife  of  the  said  Martin,  Juliana  Kitzmiller, 
therenpon  oame  ont  of  the  House,  at  which  Time,  the  Person  called 
«  the  Sherif,  had  hold  of  Martin,  and  Henry  Bigg's  G-un  was  pointed 
by  the  said  Henry,  towards  the  said  Martin.  That  the  said  Kits- 
miller's  Wife  going  np  to  the  Assistance  of  her  Husband,  was  much 
polled  by  the  Person  who  had  hold  of  him.  That  at  length,  Martin 
Kitimilhr^t  free  and  went  into  his  House,  where  the  Ezaminant 
still  was.  That  very  soon  after,  the  Examinant  heard  a  Oun  go  off, 
while  Martin  Kitsmiller  was  in  the  House,  upon  which  the  Azam^ 
went  ont  of  the  Honse.  That  he  found  that  Dudley  Biggs  had 
reoeired  a  Wound  by  Shot  in  the  Back,  of  which  Wound  he  died  in 
two  or  three  Hours.  That  M'.  Bigg's  CSompany,  upon  his  receiving 
the  Wound,  went  off  as  quickly  as  they  could.  For  the  said  Martin 
Kitsmiller,  brioging  his  Oun  out  of  the  Ebuse,  threatened  to  shoot 
them,  if  they  did  not  go  off  immediately.  That  the  Man  who  had 
aeiied  the  said  Martin,  being  about  to  get  his  HorsCi  the  Examinant 
said  to  him,  ^  I  desire  you  would  go  and  leave  your  Horse,  or  you 
''will  certainly  be  a  dead  man."  Whereupon,  the  said  Person  went 
off  without  his  Horse.  That  the  Examinant  and  Henry  Biggs, 
(whom  the  Examinant  call'd  to  come  to  his  Brother,  assuring  him 
no  One  should  hurt  him,)  strove  to  help  the  said  Budley  Biggs  on 
his  Feet,  &  to  move  him,  but  could  not  carry  him  but  a  little  way* 
That  the  Bxam^  then  osder'd  the  young  Women  about  the  Houso 
to  bring  some  straw,  and  accordingly,  some  Bundles  of  Straw  were 
brought,  &  spread  under  the  said  Budley,  who  dy'd  in  two  or  three 
Hours.  That  Martin  Kitsmiller  &  his  sons,  Jacob  and  John 
Leonard,  went  away,  as  he  believes,  to  York  Town,  to  give  an 
Account  of  this  unhappy  Affair.  That,  before  the  f  eith  of  Budley 
Dig0i,  he  heard  the  said  Budley  say,  ''God  Almighty  will  forgive 
"  him,  and  I  hope  they  will  not  hurt  the  Boy."  That  he,  the  Exam^, 
knows  the  Temporary  Line  between  the  Provinces  of  Maryland  & 
Pennsylvania,  and  it  is  distant  about  four  miles  southward  of  Martin 
Kitamiller's  House.  That  ho  understands,  and  really  believes,  that 
the  said  Martin  usually  pays  his  Taxes  in  Pennsylvania,  for  that  he 
once  ssw  him  pay  Taxes,  (when  the  Exam^  was  at  his  House,)  he 
thinks  so,  to  Frederick  Eelwicks,  of  Tork  County,  last  Year.  Tho 
Examine  being  ask'd  where  Henry  Biggs  stood,  when  he  pointed 
his  Oun  towards  Martin  Kitzmiller  f  and  how  long  he  stood  w*^. 
his  Oun  so  pointed  f  He  answer'd,  that  the  said  Henry  Bi^s  stood 
at  the  Comer  of  the  Smith's  Shop,  on  the  side  where  the  I>oor  is, 
and  that  he  does  not  know  how  long  he  held  his  Oun  pointed,  or 
had  it  in  his  Hands. 

JOHN  SEIFERT. 
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Taken  and  sworn,  at  the  City  of  Philadelphia^  the  26th  Day  of 
March,  Anno  Dominij  1752.  Before  ve, 

'  WILL.  ALLEN. 


Nicholas  Scull  to  Wm.  Parsons,  1752. 

Philad.,  May  23*,  1752. 

DsAB  SiB  :— 

This  Mornings  about  7  0*Clock,  Captain  Shirley  arrived  from 
London,  by  M'.  Peters,  received  a  Letter  from  the^  Proprietor,  con- 
cerning the  Town  of  Easton,  an  Extract  of  which  he  has  sent  you. 
I  have  sent  you  a  Plan,  of  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  Proprietors 
intention  concerning  the  Sqaare ;  you  will  see  that  the  Lots  on  the 
East  side  of  the  Sqaare,  cannot  be*  120  feet,  as  his  honour  proposed, 
inasmuch,  as  the  Lots  on  that  side,  are  not  more  than  230  feet  deep, 
as  appears  by  a  rough  draft  of  the  plan  sent  home,  which  I  have  sent 
yon.  I  have  laid  them  down  110  feet,  as  they  realy  will  be,  ac- 
cording to  the  proprietors  Scheme ;  as  to  the  other  parts  of  his 
directions  concerning  the  Lots,  you  will  no  doubt  conform  to  what 
he  proposes,  as  &r  as  yon  find  it  practicable,  for  you  will  see,  that 
aft^  he  has  given  direction  about  the  Square,  the  rest  of  what  he 
says,  is  little  more  than  proposing  what  may  be  done,  to  which  I 
can  say  nothing,  as  not  knowing  how  it  will  affect  the  new  plan,  of 
which  I  have  no  Copy. 

It  is  a  misfortune,  that  we  did  not  know  the  Proprietors  pleasure 
sooner,  but  as  that  can't  be  now  helpt,  we  must  do  as  well  as  we 
can ;  however,  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  clearly  see  the  proprie- 
tors design  by  his  Letter.  It  seems  to  me,  that  if  bis  Instructions 
concerning  the  Lots  fronting  the  Square,  be  complied  with,  it  will 
be  a  thing  indifferent,  how  the  others  adjoining  them  are  laid.  And 
between  Friends,  I  think,  that  the  Square  proposed  by  his  Honour, 
is  too  Small  for  Publick  uses,  when  a  Fifty  Foot  Street  is  left  be- 
tween that  and  the  buildings ;  however,  you  will  consider  whether 
it  will  be  best  to  depart  a  little  From  the  Proprietary  Scheme, 
when  it  is  of  a  manifest  advantage  in  regard  to  the  Si|e  of  the 
Adjoining  Lots  to  do  so,  or  keep  strictly  to  his  directions. 

I  Sincerely  Sympathize  with  you  in  your  present  Situation,  in 
regard  to  the  People  who  will  next  Monday  apply  for  Lots,  when  by 
reason  of  this  new  Scheme,  it  will  not  be  in  your  power  to  serve 
them,  till  you  have  found  another  plan ;  how  you  will  manage,  is 
hard  to  say,  but  your  known  resolution  &  dispatch,  gives  me  hopes, 
that  you  will  conduct  the  affair  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned, 
notwithstanding  what  he  wrote  to  you  Yesterday,  that  you  will  not 
meddle  with  the  water  Lots  till  further  orders.  I  know  nothing  of 
the  contents  of  the  First  Letter,  Save  the  Extract  that  you  have,  and 
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cooseqnentlyy  nothing  of  what  is  done  about  running  the  proyincial 
Lines,  nor  have  I  any  News  to  tell  you. 

I  anil  dear  Friend, 

Yours  Sineerely^ 

NICHO.  SCULL. 
Directum, 
«  To  William  Parsons^  E8q^,  at  Easton.'' 


Statement  of  Excise  Collected,  1752--8. 

CoOeeted  from  lu  June,  1752  to  1753,  hy  the  /oUawing  CoFrs  oj 

JBxcuej  Viz*: 

By  Joe.  Redman,  in  Pbilad*.  County,  £2,000  12  08 
Sundry  Retailers,  @  £3  ^  an- 
num,          203  05  00     ■ 

A  moiety  of  Fines,    .        .  20  15  00 


2,224  12  08 
deduct  5  "^  cent  for  receiving.        111  04  07i 


By  John  Woolston,  in  Bucks  C^      .  jf  283  05  00 

Sundry  Retailers,      .        .  9  00  00 

292  05  Oa 

deduct  10  ^  cent,  for  Receiving,  29  04  06 

By  Jerem«.  Star,  in  Chester  C«.,  ^  .  £427  16  00 

Sundry  Retailers,       .                 .  7  10  00 

.    .  435  OB  00 

deduet  10  ^  cent,   .        .        .  43  10  07 

By  Arthur  Patterson,  in  Lan''.  G*., .  ^223  05  01 

deduct  10  ^  cent.,  ...  22  06  07 

By  David  McCananghy,  in  York  C«.,  '£60  18  04 

deduct  10  ^  cent.,  .        .  6  01  10 

By  James  Lindsey,  in  Cumberhind 

County,       ....  £55  00  04 

deduct  10  ^  cent.,          .        .  5  10  00 

By  John  Hughes,  in  Berks  C^,       .  £404  01  02 

Moiety  of  Fines,       .        .        .  5  00  00 

409  01  02 

deduct  10  ^  cent.,  .        :        :  40  18  01 


£2,113  08  0} 


£263  00  06 


891  15  05 


200  18  06 


64  16  06 


49  10  04 


868  or 
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s 

By  Daniel  Craj,  in  Northampton  G*.,       £86  07  00 
deduct  10  %  cent.  .        .        .  8  12  08} 

^ —       77  14  3J 

Amonnt  of  Excise  from  June  1st.  

1762,  to  Ist  June,  1763,     .        .  £3,619  06  08 

Income  of  the  Loan  Office  Collected  from  lati  yeal^B  AccH^  Viz  : 

Principal  Sums  or  Quotas  not  become 

due, £49,882  13  04 

Quotas  Outstanding,  and  now  due,  .  19,562  09  02 
102  Mortgages  taken  on  the  7th  ^ 

Re-Emission  of  the  2%  £80,000  [       6,601  10  00 

Act, 3 

41  Mortgages  taken  on  the  8**  Re- 1       3  Qgg  ^^  ^^ 
Emission  of  said  Act,       .        .  j  ' 

Outstanding    Interest    on   all  y\ 

Mortgages,  for  which    Broken  [•       8,460  12  03 
Interest  is  Paid,       .        .        .3 


87,236  04  09 


Interest  on  £87,235  04  09,  @  5  ^ 
cent, ^  £1,361  16  02 

7,881  01  10 
Deduct  what  is  to  be  sunk  yearly  \ 
out  of  the  £6,000,  granted  for  [                              500  00  00 
the  Kings'  use,        .        .        .J 

The  Neat  Produce  of  the  Excise)  i?7  qqi  ai   ia 

and  Interest  Money  f  Annum,  ]  ^7,dgi  ui  lu 

NB.  The  Excise  is  calculated  for  the  year  1763,  none  but  one  of 
the  Collectors  having  settled  for  1754,  and  therefore,  the  amount  of 
that  year  could  not  bo  Estimated. 

An  Account  of  Puhltck  moneif  that  should  have  been  in  hand  15th 
SeptemW  last^  hy  tJie  Laws  now  in  heing^  Viz^. : 

Outstanding  Interest  on  all  the  Mortgages,  .  £8,460  12  03 
Cash  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,    .         .        .  1,266  03  05 

Cash  in  the  Hands  of  the  Treasurar,  .  462  10  10 

If  the  Mortgage  Deeds  were  Carefully  Exam-  ^ 

ined,  there  would  be,  without  all  doubt,  I 

£6,000,  due  for  Broken  Interest  upon  all  \  4,000  00  00 

the  Outstandings.    However,  to  be  rather  I 

under  than  oyer,  they  are  put  down  at,      .  J 

£14,178  06  06 
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Subscribers  to  Pennsa.  Hospital,  1751-2. 

Ltst  of  SuhtcrAeri  to  the  Capital  Stock  of  the  Penniylvania 

Hospital. 


1751. 


list  of  those  that  have  given  Bonds. 


6«*.  mo.  !•*., 


&\  mo.  18«., 
5»\  mo.  !•*., 


6«».  mo.  14*^, 
5**.  mo.  !•»., 


') 


Israel  Pemberton, 
Israel  PembertoDy  jnn 
Benj.  Franklin,  • 
Anthony  Morris^  jnn'. 
Isaac  Jones, 
Thomas  Cadwallader, 
Thomas  Bond,    . 
Joseph  Morris,  . 
James  PembertoiT, 
David  Hall, 
Samuel  Rhoads, 
Charles  NorriS;  . 
Isaao  Norris, 
John  Ross, 
Charles  Jones,    . 
Rees  Mereditb,  . 
William  Fishbonm, 
Chift  &  Alex'.  Stedman, 
William  Plamstead, 
Robert  Taik,      . 
Thomas  Lightfoot| 
Robert  Moore,    . 
Wight  Massey,  . 
Samuel  Mifflin,  . 
Hugh  Roberts,  . 
Joseph  Fox, 
Anthony  Morris, 
Samuel  Noble,   . 
Thomas  Lawrenoe,  jun 
Abel  James, 
John  Jones, 
Joseph  Leeoh,    . 
John  Redman,   . 
George  Mifflin,  . 
John  Mifflin, 
Evad  Morgan,    . 
Joseph  King,     . 
John  Smith, 
WUliam  Oriffits, 
Morris  Morris,  jun'., 
Samuel  Neave,  . 
Amount  carried  forward; 


•J 


100 
100 
25 
50 
10 
25 
25 
15 
25 
10 
10 
25 
100 
15 
15 
40 
15 
40 
25 
20 
15 
25 
10 
25 
25 
25 
75 
10 
10 
15 
10 
10 
10 
25 
25 
10 
10 
50 
10 
10 
25 


as 
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1751.  Amount  brought  forwud, 

5<^.  mo.  1**.|      Jonathan  Miffiini 

Jacob  Lewis, 
Franoia  Richardaon, 
John  Hughes,    . 
Enoch  Flower,   . 
1752. 

!•'.  mo.  10«».,    William  Shippen, 
2'.  mo.  i9^^.|    James  Logan, 


1751. 


1752. 


5«».  mo.  1"*.,     Townsend  White, 


3«.  mo.  1«'., 


175L 


5«V  mo.  1-*., 


1752. 


1751. 


1»*.  mo.  1'*., 


1752. 


5«.  mo.  1«*., 


Matthew  Johns, 
Daniel  Williams, 
Peter  Sonmans,  • 

Solomon  Fossel, 
William  Branson, 
Thomas  Say, 

Benjamin  Loxley, 

Phineas  Bond,    • 


3'.  mo.  1**.,       Joseph  Lownes, . 
10»*.  mo.  26**.,  James  Wright,   . 

John  Bleakey,   . 


33 
10 
15 
10 
'  15 

10 
25 


10  • 

10 
10 
12 

10 

50 
10 

12 

10 

12  10 
20 

50 


6    8 


1,454  16    8 


Lut  of  Sultcrihera  thai  have  not  given  Bond: 


William  Allen,  50 

Edward  Hicks,  10 

William  Hodge,  5 

William  Clemm,  8 

Edmund  Wolley,  5 

John  Coates,  10 

William  Nicholson,  3 

William  Wallace,  10 

William  Attwood,  50 

Lloyd  Zachary,  30 

John  Kearsley,  Sen^,  30 

James  Lownes,  10 

John  Kearsley,  Junr.,  10 

Adam  Thompson,   •  10 

WUliam  Blair,  10 

Augustine  Hicks,  5 

John  Bhckey,  1 


John  Campbell,  3 
Jn«.  k  Jacob  Bankson,  10 

John  Weir,  5 

Joseph  Jonson,  5 

John  Brooks,  5 

And^.  Rambo,  5 

John  Lacy,  5 

John  Lord,  5 

Warwick  Coates,  5 

Joseph  Cox,  5 

PhUlip  Hubbert,  5 

Moses  Cox,  3 

William  Hinton,  2 

John  Nixon,  "^    10 

Edward  Shippen,  10 

335 
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Ltit  of  Suhtcribert  Paid. 


Joseph  WhartoD, 

50 

Peter  Nygh, 

10 

Thomas  OraDmOi 

20 

John  Armitt, 

20 

Aaron  Hasserfc, 

25 

John  Nelson, 

10 

Thomas  Stretch, 

10 

William  Alien, 

50 

Anthony  Benoiett, 

10 

Stephen  AnthoDy, 

10 

Joshua  Crosby, 

100 

Joshua  Fisher, 

10 

Adam  HUrkeri 

10 

Joseph  Trotter, 

10 

Caspar  Wistar, 

50 

Thomas  Paschal, 

10 

Richard  Peters, 

50 

Isaac  Greenleafe, 

20 

James  West,.       i 

3 

Thomas  Lieusley, 

4 

William  Allen, 

50 

William  Moode, 

10 

John  Reynell, 

40 

Joshua  Howel, 

10 

Berriok  Johnson, 

25 

Andrew  Hodge, 

4 

Samuel  Sansom, 

15 

John  Pole, 

15 

Chns'.  Sour, 

25 

Joseph  Richardson, 

15 

John  Bowmans, 

12 

John  Meas, 

10 

John  TJnbekandt, 

10 

Robert  Willan, 

10 

Kichard  Farmer, 

10 

Edward  Pennington 

,      20 

Jolft  Wistar, 

20 

Matthias  Koplins, 

24 

Sam».  Pret*.  Moore, 
Samuel  Powell, 

'I 

Paid,  .... 

£962  00  00 

Thomas  Crosby, 

25 

Bonds, 

1,154  16  08 

Daniel  Benosett, 

15 

Subscriptions,   • 

335  00  00 

Robert  Janney, 

10 

Samuel  Hasard, 

10 

♦Capital,    .     ,     .  i 

€2,751  16  08 

David  Deshler, 

15 

. 

R.  Peters  to  Geo.  Stevenson,  1752. 

Philad-,  21-*  Septem',  1752. 

Sir: 

I  inclose  you  the  Copy  of  a  Paper  sent  to  our  Governor  by  the 
President  of  Maryland,  M'.  Tasker,  and  am  directed  by  our  Gover- 
nor, in  the  most  positive  Terms,  to  inform  Ton  that  none  of  the 
Offioers  of  or  for  the  County  of  York  oaght  to  assess  a  Levy  on  the 

Persons  mentioned  in  that  Paper,  or  any  others  who  live  on  any 
raets  of  Land  possessed  under  Maryland  Rights,  though  to  the 
Northward  of  the  Temporary  Line,  and  that  this  be  done,  that  they 
most  forthwith  discontinue  and  cease  their  Prooeedings,  because  if 
the  Officers  of  York  County  do  this  or  any  other  Act  of  their  re« 

*  "  Copy  ezamiaed  by  John  Smith."    Indorsement. 
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spective  Offices,  or  if  any  Hagistnte  mforces  Obedieooe  to  Iub 
Warrant  or  Precept,  on  the  Peebles  living  on  guch  Maryland  TraeU, 
such  Officers  and  Magistrates  do  hereby  violate  the  Royal  Order  and 
will  not  be  countenanced  by  the  (jlovernor,  but  most  readily  given  np 
*  to  be  punished  as  such  Offences  deserve.  Be  plessed  to  make  thia  pub- 
lick,  and  tell  all  concerned  in  the  Offices  of  Sheriff,  Magistrate  or 
Constable  that  they  will  incur  heavy  Penalties  for  their  disobedience 
and  it  is  expected  from  you  in  particular  that  you  do  all  in  Your 
power  to  prevent  these  and  any  other  Breaches  on  his  Majesties 
Order  settling  the  Temporary  Jurisdiction  between  the  Two 
Provinces. 

I  am, 

S', 

Your  most  humble  Servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
To  Geo.  Stevenson,  Esq**. 

Indorsed. 

R.  Peters's  letter,  by  order  of  Qovemor,  to  Geo.   Stevenson,  21 
Sept',  1753.* 


Obdbe  to  Collect  Taxes,  1752. 

York  ss. : 

To  John  Coouse,  Collector  of  Hidelberg : 

These  are  to  require  you  to  Collect  and  Receive  from  the  Persons 
Assessed  the  Several  Sums  in  your  Duplicate  respectively  mention- 
ed, and  in  Six  Weeks  from  the  date  hereof  yon  ara  to  pay  in  all 
snch  Sums  of  Money  which  you  shall  have  Collected  to  David 
McConaughey,  Treasurer,  and  shall  Compleat  and  Pay  in  the  whole 
and  every  the  Sums  af  on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  April  next. 
But  if  any  shall  neglect  or  refuse  Payment  within  thirty  days  after 
Demand  made  as  af%  you  are  to  levy  the  same  on  the  Goods  and 
Chattels  of  the  Person  Refusing  by  distress  and  Sale  thereof  ren- 
dering the  Overplus  (if  any  be)  io  the  owner,  reasonable  Charges 
being  first  deducted;  out  if  no  distress  can  be  found,  and  tho  Per- 
son neglects  or  refuseth  to  Shew  You  Goods  or  Chatties  of  his  own 
forthwith  to  Satisfio  the  Money  then  due,  with  Charges,  take  the 
Body  of  the  Person  so  refusing  to  the  County  Goal  and  deliver  him 
to  the  Sheriff  or  keeper  of  the  said  Goal,  who  shall  detain  him  in 
Safe  Custody  without  Bail  or  Main  prize,  untill  payment  be  made, 
and  the  Constable  of  your  district  is  Commanded  to  be  Assisting  to 

*  "  Eead  in  Council  Sept  27-"    Not  noticed  on  minuteB. 
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joa  if  there  be  Occasion :  £iil  not  at  your  Peril.    Dated  the  Sixth 

day  of  January  Anno  Domini  1749-50. 

PATT.  WATTSO.V,  )  n 

WALTER  SHARP,  j  Commissioners. 


No.  £. 

1.  Martin  Bayers,  0 

2.  Ckristain  Stoner,  0 

3.  Peter  Shults,  0 

4.  Casper  Berkhamer,  0 

5.  Matthias  Ullery,  0 

6.  Philip  Sower,  0 

7.  Martin  Ungfare,  0 

8.  John  Goants,  0 

9.  John  Momingstar,  0 
10'  Robert  0 wings,  .  0 

11.  Fi^eriek  Sheets,  0 

12.  Joseph  Moor,  0 

13.  Stephen  UUery,  0 

14.  George  Shrier,  0 

15.  Nicholas  Forney,  0 
IQi  Philip  Kinsfoor,  0 

17.  John  Leatherman,  0 

18.  Adam  Cook,  0 

19.  Jacob  Perts,  0 

20.  John  Digges,  0 


«.  d.  No, 


£.  9.  d. 


2 
8 


6 
0 


6  0 
2  6 


2 
2 
5 
7 
7 
10  0 

5  0 

3  0 

7  6 

6  0 
2  6 

8  0 

4  0 
4  0 
2  0 

7  0 


21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 


Wm.  Wapplesplace, 

0 

ao 

Ludwick  Shriner, 

0 

8  6 

Cornelius  McGaen, 

0 

2  0 

Jacob  Pinkhart, 

0 

3  0 

AnthoDj  Sill, 

0 

7  6 

Michael  Will, 

0 

7  6 

Peter  Middlecalf, 

0 

6  6 

David  Konng, 

0 

6  6 

Andrew  Hanier, 

0 

5  6 

Conrad  Eakron, 

0 

6  0 

George  Frosh, 

0 

5  0 

Peter  Oerson, 

0 

1  0 

Henry  Null,  D'., 

0 

3  6 

Michael  Behlar, 

0 

6  6 

Robert  Whitehead, 

0 

1  6 

Uenry  Knouf, 

0 

2  6 

John  Shreder, 

0 

b  0 

Andrew  Shriver, 

0 

6  0 

George  Coffman, 

0 

9  0 

Jamea  McClain,     « 

0 

2  0 

Total  snm  of  this  Duplicate; 
Copy. 


£9  10  0 


Indomed. 
Inclosed  in  President  Tasker's  Letter  of  30*^  July,  1752.^ 


Copy  Gov.  Hamilton  to  Gov.  Taskbr,  1752. 

Philadelphia;  the  17  October^  1752. 


Sir: 


I  have  sent  the  Bearer,  Jonas  OsborU;  Express  with  directions  to 
apply  to  your  Land  Office  for  Copies  of  all  Orders,  Warrants,  Certi- 
ficates of  Sorveys,  Patents  and  other  Papers  there  Registered,  which 
have  been  made  or  issued  for  the  Surveying  and  Granting  the  Tract 
of  lAud  called  Digges's  Choice,  situate  to  the  Northward  of  the 

•  Beferred  to  in  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  IV.,  p.  692,  «« inclosed  In  Pres't  Tasker's 
letter,  July  80, 1762,"  k  referred  to  in  B.  Peters's  letter  above. 
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Temporary  Line,  And  am  to  request  that  y<m  will  pleaae  to  give  your 
Orders  for  having  them  Exemplified  with  all  possible  djspatoh|  aod 
Certified  under  the  Great  Seal  of  your  Province. 
I  am. 

Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  &  most  humble 

Servant, 

J.  H. 
Hon.  Benj*  Tasker,  Esq'*, 

Indorsed. 

Draught  Letter  of  Gov  Hamilton  to  Preside  Tasker,  by  Express^ 
17  Oct',  1752. 


Instructions  to  Joseph  Osborn,  1752. 

Philadelphia,  17  October,  1752.  Hi 

Jonas  Osborne : 

You  are  to  proceed  to  Annapolis  with  all  possible  Dispatch,  and 
deliver  the  Governor's  Letter  to  the  President,  of  which  I  herewith 
give  you  a  Oopy. 

As  soon  as  you  hiive  delivered  the  Letter,  in  case  Mr.  Talker  does 
not  give  you  particular  directions  to  the^  officers  of  the  Land  Office,  \ 

to  make  4|ut  Copies  of  all  Orders,  Warrants,  Certificates  of  Snr-  -^^ 

veys,  Patents,  and  other  Papers  there  registered,  w^^  have  been  Tr 

recorded  or  issued  for  the  surveying  &  granting  the  Tract  of  Land 
called  Digges's  Choice,  You  are  to  go  to  the  land  office  yourself  & 
apply  to  the  proper  officers  for  such  Copies,  and  when  made  out  and 
completed  under  ye  Great  seal,  you  are  to  pay  the  officers  their  De- 
mand, taking  Receipts,  if  usuaJ,  if  not  usual,  then  let  them  alone. 

If  they  refuse  to  make  out  the  Copies,  be  sure  minute  down  in 
your  Books  what  they  say  to  you ;  &  take  care  that  you  apply  to  the 
proper  officers,  and  put  down  in  case  of  refusal  every  thing  that  they 
say,  y'  you  may  make  Oath  of  if  its  required. 

If  the  Papers  are  not  ready  so  as  that  you  can  be  at  Newcastle 
this  day  seven-night,  you  are  to  proceed  to  Lancaster,  and  deliver 
to  Mr.  Francis  the  President's  answer,  with  such  Papers  as  you  shall 
have  procured,  &  go  w'^  him  to  York  Co.  We  shall  desire  it,  in 
order  to  give  your  Evidence  to  the  Court  at  York,  w^"  is  to  be  ye 
80*^  Instant  j  there  I  shall  seo  you,  and  in  ease  ye  ten  guineas  are 
not  sufficient  to  defray  ye  Ezpences  of  Copies  and  your  ChargeS| 
apply  to  Mr.  Dulany,  Senior  or  Junior,  at  Annapolis,  who  are  hereby 
desired  to  furnish  you  w^  what  money  you  ^nt,  &  ye  Governor 
will  thankfully  repay  it. 

I  write  &  sign  these  Instructions  by  order  of  the  Governr. 

BICHARD  PETERS. 
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Gov.  Taekeb  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1752. 

Annapolis,  21"<  October^  1752. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  yours  of  the  17"^  Inatant,  t.  bave  given  Direetioas 
to  the  proper  Officers  to  make  out  Copies  of  the  several  Ordersi  War> 
rantoy  Certificates  of  Surveys,  Patents  and  All  other  Papers  relating 
to  M'.  Digges's  Survey,  ezemplifyed  as  you  desire.  These  I  hope 
will  convince  yoo  that  His  Grant  was  made  Three  years  before  the 
Royal  Order  for  the  temporary  Line. 

I  have  directed  This  to  be  done  withont  Fee  or  Beward. 

I  am, 

Sir, 

your  most  Obedient, 

humble  servant, 

BENJ.  TASKEB. 
Honble  James  Hamilton,  Esq. 


Petitiok  Off  Henrt  Darnall  to  Judges,  1752. 

A  PeUtion  of  Henry  Damall,  Esq^  Attorney  General  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Maryland,  Presented  to  the  Honourable  the  Judges  of  Oyer 
ft  Terminer  &  Jail  Delivery,  now  sitting  at  York  Town,  in  York 
Goottty,  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  Sbeweth, 

That  the  Attorney  General  of  Maryland  has  Orders  from  the 
Honourable  the  President  and  Council  of  that  Province,  to  declare 
to  this  Honourable  Court,  That  the  Gk)vemment  of  Maryland  well 
hoped  That  the  laudable '  Endeavours  of  their  Government  would 
effectually  have  answered  the  desirable  Ends  and  Purposes  of  his 
Bost  Gracious  Majesty,  by  enforcing  Obedience  to  the  Royal  Order, 
in  Council,  Dated  at  Kensington,  on  the  twenty-fifth  Day  of  May, 
Seventeen  Hundred  &  Thirty-Eight,  to  preserve  Peace  and  good 
Order  amongst  all  his  Majesty's  Subjects,  settled  on  the  Borders  of 
the  two  Provinces. 

But  it  is  with  a  good  deal  of  concern,  they  bave  received  the 
News  of  the  Disorders,  which  hava/lately  broke  out  upon  the  Bor- 
ders of  their  Province  and  this  of  l^ennsylvania. 

Upon  the  first  Notice  of  the  Death  of  the  late  Mr.  Dudley  Di^s, 
a  Gentleman  of  a  good  Familv/and  an  Inhabitant  of  the  Province 
of  Maryland,  ft  upon  InformiKion  That  he  was  killed  at  a  Place  in 
the  Possession  of  a  Person  or  Persons  who  held  it  under  a  Bight 
from  the  Proprietor  of  that  Province,  a  very  careful  Inquiry  into  the 
Nature  of  the  Fact,  of  the  Persons  who  kiUed  him,  of  all  those  who 
vere  accessaries  to  it,  ft  of  the  Place  where  it  was  done,  was  imr 
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diately  made  by  tbe  Oovernment  of  Maryland;  And  npon  this  In- 
qjiiry,  they  found  That  the  Place  where  this  cmel  Act  was  perpe* 
trated,  was  held  in  PoBseseion  nndcr  the  Right  Uononrablc  tbe  Lord 
BalUmore,  Proprietor  of  Maryland,  whereupon  they  conceived  that 
it  expressly  fell  within  the  third  Proposition  confirmed  by  the  Royal 
Order  aforesaid|  which  proyides  That  <^  All  other  Lands  in  Contest 
'<  between  tbe  said  Proprietors,  now  posscst  by  or  under  cither  of 
^'  them,  shall  remain  in  the  possession  as  they  now  are,  altho'  be* 
« yond  tbe  temporary  Limits  thereinafter  mentioned,  And  also  the 
'<  jurisdiction  of  the  respective  Proprietors  shall  continue  over  such 
''  Lands,  until  the  Boundaries  shall  be  finally  settled.  And  that  the 
-  '^  Tenants  of  either  side  shall  not  attorn  to  the  other,  nor  shall  cither 
''  of  the  Proprietors  or  their  Officers,  receive  or  accept  of  attom- 
"  ments  from  the  Tenants  of  the  other  Proprietor." 

Upon  this  Inquiry  into  the  Fact,  and  from  the  just  Sense  &  Obe- 
dience, the  Government  of  Maryland  would  on  all  occasions  shew  to 
the  Orders  and  Directions  of  his  most  gracious  Majesty.  His 
Honour  the  President,  conceived  it  to  be  his  indispensible  Duty,  to 
inform  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania,  That  the  murder  of  the 
late  Mr.  Dudley  Digges,  was  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Lord  Proprietor  of  Maryland,  and  offered  Proofs  to  show  That 
the  place  where  the  cruel  Act  was  done,  had  been  included  within  a 
Survey  made  by  a  Maryland  Surveyor,  before  the  Date  of  the  said 
last  recited  Royal  Order,  in  favour  of  Mr.  John  Digges,  the  Father 
of  the  deceased,  in  virtue  of  a  Warrant  before  then  obtained  in  the 
usual  Form  out  of  the  Land  office  of  the  Lord  Proprietor  of  Mary- 
land.  -   > 

Upon  which  his  Honour  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  thought 
proper  to  give  notice,  That  the  Tryal  of  Jacob  Kitzmiller,  for  the 
killing  the  late  Mr.  Dudley  Digges,  was  to  be  held  at  this  Place,  & 
upon  this  Day,  and  was  further  pleased  to  signify.  That  any  Persons 
authorised  by  the  Government  of  Maryland,  or  any  others  concerned, 
might  lay  before  the  Grand  &  petit  Jurors  qualified  to  try  him,  all 
legal  Proofs,  to  shew  tbe  Jurisdiction  in  this  case  belongs  to  the 
Lord  Proprietor  of  Maryland. 

His  Honour,  the  President  of  Maryland,  willing  to  do  every  thing 
on  his  part,  which  may  manifest  an  unfeigned  and  most  perfect  Obe- 
dience to  all  the  Orders  of  bis  Sovereign,  has  thereupon  in  Council 
thought  fit  to  direct  tbe  underwritten  Attorney  General,  to  attend 
this  Honourable  Court,  and  has  expressly  charged  him  to  insist  that 
the  Tryal  of  Jacob  Kitzmiller  be  had  in  Maryland,  where  the  Fact 
wasjM>mmitted,  and  not  in  Pennsylvania. 

Of  which  Order  the  said  Attorney  General  acquits  himself  with 
the  greater  Confidence,  as  he  humbly  apprehends  that  his  Honouri 
the  President  of  Maryland,  demands  no  more  than  what  the  Orders 
of  bis  Royal  Master  exact  from  him. .  And  he  further  hopes,  That 
this  Honourable  Court  will  the  more  readily  acquiesce  in  so  reason- 
able and  just  a  Requisition;  as  it  is  of  public  Notoriety  That  the 
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•foremid  Dudley  Digges  was  killed  at  a  Place  satrejed  nader  a 
Maryland  Warrant,  before  the  Date  of  the  said  Rojal  Order  of  1738| 
and  poeseet  nnder  a  Maryland  Right,  and  That  no  Attornment  or 
other  Pretext  of  Martin  Kitsmiller,  or  of  any  other  Person  or  Per- 
sons after  the  Date  of  the  said  Order,  will  prevent  or  take  away  the 
Right  of  the  said  Proprietor  of  Maryland,  or  can  in  tho  least  hinder 
the  Force,  Effect  and  Operation  of  his  Majesty's  most  gracions  In- 
tentions. 

Given  at  York  Town,  in  York  County,  on  tho  80^  Day  of  Oc- 
tober, Anno  Domini,  J  752. 

Signed, 

H.  DARNALL, 

Attorney  Gen'l  of  Maryland. 

InJarsed — Copy  Petition  of  Attorney  General  of  Maryland,  to 
the  Supreme  Court  at  York,  in  relation  to  the  Tryal  of  the  Kitz- 
millers.    30  October,  1752.* 


Wh.  Parsons  to  Riciurd  Petcrs,  rsspectinq  Easton, 

1762. 

Easton,  December  8^,  1752. 
Rich*  Peters,  Esq'. 
Sir, 

Upon  removing  my  Family  to  this  Place,  my  Thoughts  have  been 
nore  engaged  in  considering  the  circumstances  of  this  Infant  Town 
than  ever,  as  well  with  regard  to  its  neighbourhood,  as  the  Proba- 
bility there  is  of  its  being  furnished  with  Provisions  from  the  In- 
habitants near  about  it,  and  if  there  already  is,  or  probably  may  in 
time  be,  a  sufficient  nutnber  of  sefllers  to  carry  on  any  considerable 
Trade  with  the  Town.  For  without  these  it  is  not  likely  that  it  will 
be  improved  to  any  great  height,  as  well  with  Regard  to  the  Town 
itself,  that  is  to  say,  its  Situation,  as  to  Health,  Trade  and  Pleasant- 
ness. Easton  is  situate  in  the  Fork  of  the  River  Delaware,  exactly 
io  that  Part  of  the  Fork  where  the  two  main  Branches  meet,  and  is 
bounded  on  the  South  by  the  West  Branch,  and  on  the  East  with 
the  main  Branch  of  the  River  which  runs  in  this  Place,  nearly  North 
aod  South,  about  120  Perches  to  a  very  pleasant  Brook  of  Water, 
called  Tattamy's  Creek,  which  bounds  the  Town  to  the  North.  On 
the  West  it  is  bounded  by  a  pretty  high  hill,  that  runs  nearly  parel- 
lel  to  and  at  the  Distance  of  130  Perches  from  the  Main  Branch. 
The  Sotte  of  the  Town  is  pleasant  and  very  agreeable,  the  Banks  of 
>n  the  Waters  bounding  it,  are  high  and  clean,  and  if  it  was  as  large 
itgain  as  it  is,  being  now  about  lOO  acres,  it  might  be  said  to  be  a 

*  See  Col.  Bee.  Vol  v.  p.  688-597. 
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very  beaatifal  place  for  a  Town.  It  is  trae  thafc  it  is  aorroanded  on 
everj  aide  bj  very  high  hills,  which  make  it  appear  under  some 
DisadTantages  at  a  Distance,  and  might  give  some  occasion  for  soa- 
pioion  of  its  not  being  very  healthy.  But  during  all  the  last  sum* 
mer,  which  was  very  ^ry,  and  the  Fall,  which  has  been  remarkably 
wet,  I  don't  know  that  any  one  has  been  visited  with  the  Fever  or 
any  other  Sickness,  notwithstanding  most  of  the  People  have  been 
much  exposed^  to  the  nieht  air  and  wet  weather.  From  whence  I 
make  no  Difficulty  to  condude  the  Place  is  and  will  continue  very 
healthy.  As  to  the  external  advantages  or  Disadvantages  of  tho 
Town,  I  am  not  yet  suffictently  acquainted  with  the  country  to  enu- 
merate them  all.  The  most  conspicuous  are  the  adjacent  Rivers. 
The  main  Branch  in  some  Seasons  of  the  Year,  is  navigable  for 
small  craft,  from  near  100  miles  above  the  Town  to  Philadelphia. 
And  if  it  were  cleared  in  some  Places  of  the  Bocks  which  impede 
the  Navigation  in  the  Summer  Season,  above  as  well  as  below  the 
Town,  (and  I  have  been  told  that  it  is  practicable  in  some  good 
measure  to  clear  them,)  the  Advantage  that  would  accrue  from  the 
Trade  to  and  from  Philadelphia,  mustle  very  considerable,  as  Water 
Carriage  is  mach  cheaper,  and,  in  respect  to  several  kinds  of  Meroh^ 
Goods,  much  safer  than  Land  Carriage.  And  in  Regard  to  tha 
Trade  up  the  River,  that  would  likewise  be  very  advantageous  to  the 
Town,  as  well  as  to  the  Country  in  general,  even  in  the  single  Article 
of  Lumber,  as  there  is  great  plenty  of  almost  all  kinds  of  Timber 
above  the  Mountains,  where  there  is  also  many  good  conveniencies 
for  erecting  Saw  Mills,  and  several  are  built  there  already,  From 
whence  the  Town  might  readily  be  supplied  with  Boards,  Scantling, 
&c.  The  West  Branch  will  also  be  of  Advantage  to  the  Town,  aa 
it  is  navigable  several  miles  for  small  Craft.  And  Tattamy's  Creek , 
being  a  good  Stream  of  Water  to  erect  Mills  upon,  will  also  contri- 
bute towards  the  Advancement  of  the  Plfice.  The  Jersey  side  being 
at  present  more  settled  near  the  Jliver,  opposite  to  the  Forks,  than 
the  Pennsylvania  Side,  and  indeed  the  Land  on  that  Side  is  better 
watered  and  more  convenient  for  Settlements,  than  it  is  on  this  Side 
tor  several  miles  about  Easton.  We  have  been  supplied  as  much  or 
more  from  that  side,  as  from  our  own.  But  how  Mr.  John  Cox's 
Project  of  laying  out  a  Town  upon  his  Land  adjoining  Mr.  Martin's 
Land,  on  that  side  the  River,  opposite  to  Easton,  may  affect  this 
Town,  is  hard  to  say,  and  time  only  can  obviate.  But  notwith- 
standing the  Advantages  already  mentioned,  and  perhaps  many  have 
escaped  my  notice,  it  must  be  confest  that  the  Town  labours  under 
several  considerable  Disadvantages.  The  first  that  offers,  I  mention 
with  Submission,  is  the  great  Tract  of  Land  called  the  dry  Land,  to 
the  Westward  of  the  Town.  This  with  another  Tract  adjoining  the 
Town  to  the  Northward,  being  all  together  about  20,000  acres,  is 
almost  the  only  Part  of  the  Country  that,  by  its  nearness  to  the 
Town,  were  it  settled  and  improved,  could  conveniently  and  readily 
afford  a  constant  Supply  of  Provisions  of  all  kindS;  especially  the 
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smaller  kiads  whicb  would  not  be  so  conveDient  for  Persons  who 
live  more  remote  to  famish.     To  the  Westward  and  Northward  of 
the  dry  Land,  arc  the  Moravian  Settlements,  about  eleven   Miles 
from  the  Town.     These  Settlements  are  not  only  of  no  Advantage, 
but  rather  a  great  Disadvantage  to  the  Town.     For  being  an  entire 
and  separate  Interest  by  themselves,  correspondiug  only  with  one 
another  where  they  can  possibly  avoid  it,  except  where  the  Advan- 
tage isievidently  in  their  Favour,  it  can't  be  expected  that  the  Town 
should  reap  any  Benefit  from  them.  Besides,  as  they  have  not  hitherto 
raised^  and  as  their  Number  is  continually  encreasing  by  the  yearly 
addition  of  Foreigners,  it  is  not  likely  that  they  will,  in  time  to  come, 
raise  sufficient  Provision  for  themselves,  but  are  obliged  to  purchase 
great  Quantities  from  their  Neighbours,  who  would  otherwise  bring 
it  to  the  Town,  but  this  is  not  to  be  expected  while  they  can  disposo 
of  what  they  have  to  sell  so  much  nearer  Home.     And  this  leads 
mc  to  wish,  for  the  good  of  Easton,  if  the  Honourable  the  Proprie- 
taries should  incline  to  have  the  dry  Lands  improved,  that  it  may 
not  be  disposed  of  to  the  Moravians.     Not  because  they  are  Mora- 
vians, but  because  their  interest  interferes  so  much  with  the  Interest 
of  the  Town.     If  the  dry  Lands  should  be  settled  chiefly  by  them, 
the  Master  Brethren  would  have  the  whole  Direction  and  Disposal 
of  all  that  should  be  raised  there.     Which  would  be  more  discour- 
aging A&d  worse  to  the  Town,  than  if  that  Land  were  not  inhabited 
at  all.     For  as  long  as  it  remains  uncultivated,  it  will  serve  for 
Bange  to  the  Town  Cattle.     Between  the  Town  and  the  Mountains, 
which  is  about  16  miles,  is  mostly  poor  Land,  and  but  thin  settled. 
The  other  Side  of  the  Mountain  consists  chiefly  of  new  Settlements, 
except  the  Minisinks  and  some  other  Plantations  near  the  River. 
Bat  very  probably  in  time  they  will  contribute  to  the  Advancement 
and  Trade  of  the  Town.     On  the  South  Side  of  the  West  Branch, 
the  Country  is  the  most  and  best  settled,  except  near  the  Town, 
where  the  Land  is  very  hilly  and  stony.     Upon  the  whole,  the  Town 
has  hitherto  been  very  well  supplied  with  Meal,  Beef,  Pork,  Mutton, 
Batter,  Turnips,  &c.     But  how  it  will  be  supplied  with  Hay  and 
Pasturage,  I  can't  yet  clearly  foresee.  I  mean  if  the  Town  encreasesy 
aa  I  am  in  great  hopes  it  will.     For  this  Winter,  I  think  we  are 
pretty  well  provided.    However,  this  leads  me  to  mention  Out  Lots, 
whieh  will  be  more  particularly  wanted  here  than  at  any  of  the 
other  new  County  Towns,  as  they  are  all  of  them  much  better  ac- 
commodated with  Meadow  Ground,  near  about  them,  than  this  Town 
ia.    If  I  miffht  presume  to  speak  my  Opinion,  and  I  know  you  ex- 
pect I  should,  if  I  speak  at  alL     I  oould  wish  that  a  sufficient  Qaan« 
tity  of  the  dry  Lands  might  be  appropriated  for  Out  Lots,  and  that 
all  the  Rest  were  to  be  settled  and  improved,  and  that,  by  Dutch 
People;  altho'  they  were  of  the  poorer  sort  of  them.     I  don't  men- 
tioD  Dutcl^  People  from  any  particular  Regard  that  I  have  for  them 
more  than  for  other  People.     But  because  they  arc  generally  moro 
laborious  and  conformable  to  their  Circumstances,  than  some  othenr 
Vol.  IL— 6 
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amoDgst  OS  are.  I  need  not  say  who  they  are,  bat  it  is  an  old  Ob* 
aervaiion,  that  poor  Gentle- Folks  don't  always  prore  the  fittest  to 
begin  new  JPlaceSi  where  Labour  is  chiefly  wanted. 

1  can't  hear  of  any  considerable  Body  of  Clay  for  making  Bricks 
or  Potters  Work,  upon  any  of  the  Proprietary's  Land  near  the  Town, 
bnt  upon  t.ho  500  Acre  Tract  which  was  snnreyed  for  Mr.  Thomas 
Crsig,  near  the  Town,  I  sm  told  there  is  Tery  good  Clay,  both  for  a 
Potter  and  Brickmaker.  The  500  acres  belongs  now  to  one  Correy, 
in  Cheater  County,  I  wrote  to  you  about  it  very  largely  in  a  former 
Letter.  There  is  now  eleven  Families  in  Easton,  who  all  propose 
'  to  stay  there  this  Winter.  And  when  our  Prison  is  finished,  which 
there  is  Hopes  it  soon  will  be,  as  it  is  now  covered  in,  there  is  great 
Probability  that  the  number  will  encrease  before  the  Spring. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient, 

^    humble  Servant, 

WM.  PARSONS. 

Indaned^^opj  Wm.  Parson's  Letter  to  R.  P.  about  £aston»  of 
the  8  Dec,  1752.  Original  sent  to  Prop'  by  Gapt"  Browne,  in  Lre, 
of  mine,  the  15^  Dec,  1752. 


PETITION  FROM  BeBKS  AND  NORTHAMPTON  COUNTIES,  1753. 

To  the  Honourable  The  Oovemonr  and  Council  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania : 

The  Petition  of  Divers  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  of  Berks 
and  Northampton. 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  there  is  great  Occasion  of  a  Road  from  Eaaton,  in  the  said 
County  of  Northampton,  to  Reading,  in  the  said  County  of  Berks, 
the  Roads  now  Commonly  used,  not  being  laid  out  by  any  Autho- 
rity, either  from  this  Board  or  from  the  respective  Courts  of  the 
said  Counties,  are  often  diverting  and  obstructed,  and  rendered  al* 
most  impassable.  Your  Petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  Pray  that 
the  Honourable  Board  will  please  to  take  such  Order  in  the  Premi- 
ses as  your  Honours,  in  your  Wisdom  shall  see  meet,  And  your  Pe- 
tioners,  as  in  Duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray,  &o. 

Conrad  Wsisxr,  John  Jones, 

Thob.  Craio,  Jasper  Scull, 

Henrt  Haryt,  Thos.  Armsteono, 

Jonas  Sbrlt,  Benja.  Liohtfoot, 

Jambs  Read,  Mobbs  Hstman, 
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Jacob  Lkvan^  Lewis  Gordon, 

Wm.  Parsons,  Theobold  Baum, 

Will.  Craig,  Merrick  Starr, 

Hu :  Wilson,  James  Starr, 

Peter  Haws,  Lyon  Nathan, 

Conrad  Bower,  Geo.  Beale, 

John  Hutton,  Isaac  Leyan, 

James  Biddle,  Peter  Weitner, 

Richard  Riqo,  Abraham  Crosius, 

Yost  Henrich  Sesmans-Huse,  Peter  Weiser."*" 


Governor  Clinton  to  Governor  Hamilton,  1753. 

* 

I  have  had  tho  Favour  of  yours  of  the  10*'  of  May,  with  a  Copy 
of  Capt.  Trent's  to  your  Honour  inclcsed,  which  I  communicated  to 
His  Majesty's  Council,  it  came  in  good  time  for  me  to  lay  it  before 
the  Assembly,  which  mett  the  30***  of  May,  as  I  did  also  the  in- 
closed Letters  from  Lieut.  Holland  and  Cap*.  Scoddert,  by  which 
the  French  seem  determined  to  fix  their  own  Bounds.  I  can  not 
find  that  the  Assembly  have  done  any  thing  yet  in  the  affair,  tho' 
the  preservation  of  the  Indians  is  of  such  Importance,  but  I  shall 
do  myself  the  Honour  immediately  to  acquaint  you,  as  soon  as  I 
can  tell  what  they  will  determine  on  it. 

I  am  of  the  same  opinion  with  you,  that  unless  the  neighbouring 
Provinces  will  unite,  and  act  jointly  with  spirit,  we  shall  never  curb 
the  Insolence  and  ArtiGce  of  the  French  from  withdrawing  all  oar 
Indians  to  their  interest  entirely.     I  am  with  very  great  Truth, 

Your  Honours 

most  Obedient, 

very  humble  Servant, 

G.  CLlNTON.f 
Flushing,  on  Long  Island, 
2«  June,  1753. 

*Read  in  Council,  May  21,  1753.    See  GoL  Reo.  Vol.  Y.  p.  676,  611. 
For  names  of  persons  appointed  to  lay  it  out,  Yol.  VI.  p.  804. 
t  Read  in  Council,  7  Augt,  1763. 
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Commission  to  Samuel  Eirk,  Esq.,  1753. 

The  honorable  James  Hamilton,  Eeq^.,  Lien  tenant  Governor 
rL   S  1    ^°^  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylva- 
^  '     '^    nia,  and  Connties  of  New  Castle,  Kent  and  SusseZ;  upon 
Delaware. 

To  Samuel  Eirk^  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Greeting : 
Copy. 

Wheras,  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  this 
Province  in  Assembly  met,  have  requested  me  that  I  would  be 
pleased  to  Commissionate  a  Person,  to  be  Serjeantat^Arms  and  King's 
Messenger,  to  attend  the  Service  of  the  said  House  at  all  TimeS| 
with  Power  to  Execute  all  Warrants,  Precepts  and  Messages  what- 
soever, which  Should  be  issued  by  their  Orders :  Know  f hereforei 
that  I  have  nominated  and  appointed,  And  by  this  my  Commis- 
sion do  nominate  &  appoint  you,  Samuel  Kirk,  to  be  Serjeant  at 
Arms  &  King's  Messenger  and  Proper  Officer,  to  attend  the  Service 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  Province,  for  the  Time 
being,  in  Assembly  met,  at  all  Times,  and  to  execute  all  Precepts, 
Warrants  and  Messages  whatsoever,  which  Shall  be  issued  under 
tbo  BpeeCker's  Hand,  by  order  of  the  Said  House.  And  all  Magis- 
trates &  other  Officers  within  this  Province,  are  hereby  charged  &  com- 
manded to  be  Aiding  &  Assisting  to  you  in  the  due  Execution  of 
your  office,  as  they  will  answer  the  Contrary  at  their  Peril.  And 
this  Commission  is  hereby  declared  to  be  and  remain  in  Force,  until 
my  further  Pleasure  therein  be  made  known. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Lesser  Seal  of  the  Said  Province, 
at  Philad*.,  this  Twenty-Fifth  Day  of  Aug-*,  in  the  2^7^  Year  of  his 
Majesty's  Reign,  and  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  1753. 

J.  H. 
Indorsed. 

A  Copy  of  the  Sergeant  at  Arm's  Commis",  Aug**,  1753. 


Cask  and  Opinion  of  Council,  on  certain  Bills,  1768, 

Case. 

March  4, 1680. 

King  Cbarles  the  2',  by  Letters  Patent,  under  the  Great  Seal  of 
England,  granted  a  Tract  of  Land,  in  America,  unto  William  Penn, 
Esq'.^^is  Heirs  and  Assigns,  and  made  him  &  them  the  true  &  ab- 
solute Proprietarys  thereof,  Saving  always  to  the  Crown,  the  Faith 
and  Allegiance  of  the  said  William  Penn,  his  Heirs  &  Assigns,  & 
of  the  Tenants  &  Inhabitants  of  the  Premises,  and  saving  also  onto 
the  Crown,  (he  Sovereignty  of  the  said  country. 


it. 

A* 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1758.  101 

[To  hold  to,  &  to  the  use  of  the  s*  W".  Penn,  hb  Heirs  &  As- 
ngns  forever. 

To  be  held  of  his  b'  Ma*)",  his  Heirs  and  Successors,  Eiogs  of 
Eogland,  as  of  the  Castle  of  Wiudsor,  in  free  and  comon  Soocagey 
bj  Fealty  only,  for  all  services,  &  not  in  Capite,  or  by  Knights 
Siervioe. 

Bendering  two  Beaver  Skins,  yearly,  and  the  5^  Part  of  all  Gold 
and  Silver  Oar. 

And  his  Ha<7  thereby  erected  the  s'  Country  into  a  Province,  & 
Seigniory,  ft  called  it  Pensilvania. 

And  thereby  granted  Free,  Full  &  absolute  Power,  unto  the  s* 
W**.  Penn  &  his  Heirs,  <<&  to  his  &  their  Deputys  A  LieutP,  for 
**  the  good  &  happy  Govm^  of  the  s'  Country,  to  ordain,  make, 
"  enact,  &  under  bis  &  their  Seals  to  publish  any  Laws  whatMoever^ 
''  For  the  raising  of  Mony  For  the  public  Use  of  the  s'  Province, 
'^  &  for  any  other  End,  appertaining,  either  to  the  public  State, 
''  Peace  or  Safety  of  the  s'  Country,  or  ui\to  the  private  utility  of 
''  particular  Persons,  according  to  their  best  Discretions,  by  &  with 
''  the  Advice,  Assent  &  Approbation  of  the  Freemen  of  the  s* 
'*  Country,  or  the  greater  Part  of  them,  or  of  their  Delegates  or  De- 
''  putys,  whom,  for  the  enacting  of  the  said  Laws,  when  &  as  often 
''  as  Need  shall  require,  We  will,  that  the  said  TJ^".  Penn,  &  his 
<^  Heirs,  shall  assemble  in  such  Sort  and  Form  as  to  him  &  them 
"  shall  seem  best ;  And  the  s*  Laws,  duely  to  execute  unto  &  upon 
"  all  People  within  the  s*  Country  and  Limits  thereof 

Then  there  follow  other  Powers,  to  appoint  Judges,  Magistrates, 
Ac  And  afterwards,  the  Charter  contains,  in  sundry  di£Ferent 
Parts,  the  other  Clauses  here  following,  viz^ : 

^  Which  Laws,  so  as  afs*  to  be  published.  Our  Will  &  Pleasure 
''  is,  And  60  We  iojoin,  require  and  comand,  shall  be  most  absolute 
<'  and  available  in  Law,  And  that  all  the  liege  People  &  Subjects,  of 
<'  Us,  Our  Heirs  &  Successors,  do  observe  &  keep  the  same,  invio- 
'<  lably,  in  those  Pails,  so  far  as  they  concern  them,  under  the  Pain 
'<  therein  expressed,  or  to  be  expressed :  Provided  nevertheless.  That 
''  the  8*  Laws  be  consonant  to  Reason,  And  be  not  repugnant  or 
<'  contrary,  but  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be,  agreeable  to  the 
^  Laws,  Statutes  &  Righu  of  this  Our  Kingdom  of  England. 
**  And  our  further  Will  and  Pleasure  is.  That  the  Laws,  For  regu- 
"  lating  &  governing  of  Property  within  the  b'  Province,  ap  well  for 
"  the  Descent  k  Enjoym^  of  Lands,  as  likewise  for  the  Enjoym^  & 
«  Succession  of  Goods  &  Chatties,  &  likewise,  as  to  Felonys,  shall 
"  be  &  continue  the  same,  as  they  shall  be  for  the  time  being,  by 
^  the  Gene'  Course  of  the  Law  in  our  Kingdom  of  England,  uniU 
"the  s*  Laws  shall  be  altered,  by  the.s*  W"-  Penn,  his  Heirs  or 
^  Aas;  &  by  the  Freemen  of  the  s'  Province,  their  Delegates  or  De* 
"'putys,  or  the  greater  Part  of  them. 

"     And  to  the  end  the  s*^  W"-  Penn,  or  his  Heirs,  or  other  the 
"  Planters,  Owners  or  Inhabitants  of  the  s'  Province  may  not|  a^ 
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''  any  Time  hereafter,  by  Misoonstraction  of  the  Powers  afs',  thro' 
^  loa^vertency  or  Design,  depart  from  the  Faith  and  due  Allegiance 
<<  which,  by  the  Laws  of  this  Oar  Kingdom  of  England,  They,  k 
**  all  Our  Subjects  in  our  Dominions  &  Territorys,  always  owe  unto 
*^  Us,  our  Heirs  &  Successors,  by  Colour  of  any  Extent,  or  Laree- 
^'  ness  of  Powers  hereby  given,  or  pretended  to  be  given,  or  oy 
'<  Force  or  Colour  of  any  lUws  hereafter  to  be  made  in  the  s*  Pro- 
"  vince,  by  Vertue  of  any  such  Powers;  Our  further  Will  &  Plea- 
^*  sure  is,  that  a  Transcript  or  Duplicate  of  all  Laws  which  shall  be, 
'^  so  as  afi^,  made  &  published  within  the  s^  Province,  shall,  within 
^  five  Years  after  the  making  thereof,  be  transmitted  &  4p^^^®i^^ 
'<  to  the  Privy  Council,  for  the  Time  being,  of  Us,  our  Heirs  &  Sue- 
'^  cessors;  And,  if  any  of  the  b'  Laws,  within  6  Months  after  that 
<^  they  shall  be  so  transmitted  &  delivered,  be  declared  by  Us,  Our 
"  Heirs  or  Successors,  in  Our  or  their  Privy  Council,  inconsistekt 
'^  with  the  Sovereignty  or  lawful  Prerogative,  of  Us,  our  Heirs  or 
<*  Successors,  Or  contrary  to  the  Faiih  d;  Allegiance  due  by  the  legal 
*'  Govern*  of  this  Realm,  from  the  s'  W"-  Penn  or  his  Heirs,  or  of 
*'  the  Planters  h  Inhabitants  of  the  s*  Province,  And  that,  there- 
^'  upon,  any  of  the  s^  Laws  shall  be  adjudged  &  declared  to  be  void, 
"  by  Us,  Our  Heirs  or  Susoessors,  under  Our  or  their  Privy  Seal, 
^  That  then,  anj  from  thenceforth  such  Laws,  concerning  wch  sach 
**  Judgm*  &  Declaration  shall  be  made,  shall  become  void ;  Other- 
<<  wise,  the  s*  Laws,  so  transmitted,  shall  remain  k  stand  in  fall 
^  Force,  according  to  the  true  Intent  &  Meaning  thereof/' 

The  Act  of  Parliam^'*'  for  preventing  Frauds  &  regulating  Abuses 
in  the  Plants  Trade,  contains  many  Begulations,  &  amongst  othersi 
the  following : 

That  all  Gov**,  nominated  &  appointed  by  any  Persons,  or  Pro- 
prietors, claiming  any  Right  or  Propriety  in  any  Island  or  Tracts  of 
Land  up6n  the  Continent  of  America,  by  Charter  or  Letters  Patent, 
who  shall  be  intitled  to  make  such  Nomination,  shall  be  allowed  & 
approved  of  by  his  Majesty,  his  Heirs  &  Successors,  &  shall  take  the 
Oaths  injoined  by  that  or  any  other* Act,  to  be  taken  by  the  Gov* 
or  Comd'*  in  Chief,  in  other  his  Ma^'  Colonys  and  Plant"*,  before  their 
cntrin^  upon  their  respective  Gov'm**,  under  the  like  Penalty  his 
Ma*?*  a  Comdi*  in  Chief  were,  by  the  s*  Acts,  lyable  to. 

The  Act  of  Parliam^  for  ascertaining  the  Rates  of  Foreign  Coint^ 
in  her  Ma^**  Plant**  in  America,  recites  that,  for  remedying  the  In- 
conveniencys  which  had  arisen  from  the  different  Rates,  at  which 
the  same  Species  of  Foreign  SUoer  Coins  did  pass  iu  her  Ma^*  sev^ 
Colonys  &  Plant**  in  America,  her  Ma*i^  had  issued-  her  Proclam*  of 
the  18^  of  June,  1704,  to  settle  and  ascertain  the  Currency  of  For- 
eign Coins,  in  the  Manner  &  Words  there  following. 

And  further  recites  that,  notwithstanding  the  s*  Proclamation,  the 
same  indirect  Practices  as  had  been  therein  mentioned,  were  still 
oarryed  on  within  some  of  the  s^  Colonys  6r  Plant**,  and  the  Mony 

♦  "  7th  &  8t1i  Will.,  8«f  Axmo  1696."  f  "  ^*h  Ann»,  Anno  1707." 
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thereby  drawn  from  One  Plant*  to  ano^^  in  Prejadice  to  the  Trade 
of  her  Ma*^  Snbjects ; 

Wherefore,  for  the  better  enforcing  the  dae  Bxccuiion  of  the  8* 
Proclamation,  throughout  all  the  s*  Golonjs  ft  Plant**,  ft  for  the 
more  effectual  remedying  the  s*  Inconveniencjs^  thereby  intended 
to  be  remedyed. 

It  was  enacted,  That,  if  any  Person,  within  any  of  the  s*  Colonys 
or  Plant"*,  as  well  those  under  Proprietors  ft  Charters,  as  under  her 
Ma«^.  imediate  Coram",  ft  Govm*.,  sho*,  after  1  May,  1709,  for  the 
Discharge  of  any  Contracts  or  Bargains,  to  be  thereafter  made, 
account,  receive,  take  or  pay,  any  of  the  sev'  Species  of  foreign 
Silver  Coins f  mcn^  in  the  s'  recited  Proolam*.,  at  any  greater  or 
higher  Rate,  than,  at  w'^,  the  same  was  thereby  regulated,  settled  ft 
allowed  to  be  acco^*',  reced,  taken  or  pay*.  Every  such  Person,  sbo* 
suffer  6  Months  Imprisonment  without  Bail  or  Mainprize,  any  Law, 
Custom  or  Usage,  in  any  of  the  said  Colonys  or  Plant**  to  the  con- 
trary, notwithstanding,  ft  sho*  likewise,  forfeit  £10  for  every  such 
Offence,  One  Moyety  to  the  Crown,  the  other  Moiety  to  such  Per- 
son as  sho'  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered,  in  Manner  therein 
men*. 

Under  a  Proviso  ft  Deolar*,  that  Nothing,  in  the  recited  Proclam% 
or  in  that  act  contained,  sbo^  extend,  to  compoU  any  Person  to  re- 
ceive any  of  the  s'  Species  of  Foreign  Silver  Goins^  at  the  respective 
Bates,  in  the  s*  Proclam*  men*. 

And  under,  ano'  Proviso  ft  Declar*,  That  NoUiing,  in  that  act 
contained,  sho'  extend,  or  be  oonstmed  to  restrain,  her  Ma*',  from 
regulating  and  settling  the  sev*  Rates, of  the  s*  Species  of  Foreign 
Silver  Coins,  within  any  of  the  s*  Colonys  or  Plants,  in  snob  other 
Manner,  &  according  to  such  other  Rates  ft  Proportions,  iM  her 
Ma*',  by  bcr  Proolam",  for  that  Purpose  to  be  issued,  sho*  from 
Time  to  Time,  judge  proper  and  necessary;  Or,  from  giving  her 
Royal  Assent,  to  any  Law,  thereafter  to  be  made,  in  any  of  the  a* 
Colonys  or  Plant"*,  for  settling  ft  ascertaining  the  Current  Rates  of 
such  Coins,  within  the  said  Colonys  or  Plant"* ;  But  that,  such  fur- 
ther Regulations  might  be  made,  ft  sueh  assent  given,  in  as  full  ft 
ample  Manner,  to  all  Intents  ft  Purposes,  as  the  same  might  have 
been  done,  in  Case  that  Act  had  not  been  made,  ft  no  otherwise, 
any  Thine,  therein  befere  contain',  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding. 

It  has  been  usual,  in  sundry  of  the  Colonys,  on  the  Continent  in 
America,  to  print  ft  issue  Paper  Bills  of  Credit,  ft  to  oblige  Persons, 
(by  acts  passed  4here)  to  receive  such  Bills  in  Paym*,  at  the  Rate  or 
Bum  men'  in  such  Bills;  and  some  sueh  Bills  have  been  isaued  by 
Acts  of  Assembly  in  Pensilvania. 

In  some  Colonys,  the  Value  of  those  Paper  Bills  of  Credit, 
(being  payable  at  distant  Times,  ft  the  Fund  not  regularly  apply') 
has  miserably  sunk,  but  that  has  not  been  the  Case  in  Pensilv*  in 
particular. 

About  1 740^  com  plaints  were  made  to  the  House  of  Ciomons,  of  great 
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Qoantitjs  of  Paper  Bills  of  Credit^  or  Paper  Mony,  issued  in  tome  ot 
the  American  Colonjs  (not  in  Pensilv*  in  particular)  &  of  Mischiefs 
arising  from  the  same ;  Whereupon,  the  House  of  Gomons  addrest 
the  Crown,  to  issue  Instructions  &  the  Lords  Justices  did  issue  Cir- 
cular Instructions  to  aU  the  American  Gov*,  as  well,  those  acting 
imediatoly  under  his  Ma*^,  as  those,  acting  under  Proprietors. 

And  the  Instruction,  then  sent,  to  Coll.  Thomas  (who  was  then 
Deputy  Gov'  of  Pensilv*)  was  in  the  following  Words^  viz^ 

By  the  Lords  Justices. 

Additional  Instruction,  to  George  Thomas^  Esq'.,  Dep^  Gov'  of  his 
Ma*y'  Province  of  Pensilvf,  in  America,  Or,  to  ike  ComxPr  in 
Chief  of  his  Ma'tt/s  s*d  Province,  for  the  time  being.  Given  at 
Whitehall,  the  21»«  Day  of  Aug-*,  1740,  in  the  14*^  Tear  of  his 
Ma<y»  Eeign. 

Whereas,  an  Apt  of  Parliam*  was  passed,  in  the  6*^  Fear  of  her 
late  Ma*7,  Queen  Anne,  Entitled,  An  Act  for  ascertaining  the  Rates 
of  Foreign  Coind,  in  her  Ma*'*  Plant**  in  America,  and  whereas 
Complaints  have  been  made,  that  the  s'  act  has  not  been  observed, 
as  it  ought  to  have  been,  in  many  of  his  Ma*^*  Colonys  &  Plant**  in 
America;  by  Means  whereof,  many  Indirect  Practices  have  grown 
Dp,  &  various  &  illegal  Currencies  have  been  introduced,  in  sev^  of 
the  s^  Colonys  &  Plant**,  contrary  to  the  true  Intent  and  Meaning 
of  the  said  act,  &  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Trade  of  his  Ma*^  Subjects. 
In  consequence  of  such  Complaints,  an  humble  Address  was  pre- 
sented, the  last  Sessions,  by  the  House  of  Comons,  to  his  Ma*^ 
''That  he  would  bo  eraciously  pleased  to  require  &  comand,  the 
"  respective  Gov"  of  his  Colonys  &  Plant**  in  America,  effectually 
"  to  observe  the.s*d  Act  of  the  Qth  of  Qu :  Anne"  It  is,  therefore,  his 
Ma*'*  Royal  Will  &  Pleasure,  and  you  are,  hereby,  strictly  required 
&  comanded,  to  take  the  most  effectual  Care,  for  the  future,  that  the 
s'  act  be  punctually,  &  bona  fide,  observed,  k  put  in  Execu*,  accord- 
ing to  the  true  Intent  &  Meaning  thereof.     And,  to  the  End,  that 
his  Ma*'*  Comands  herein,  may  be  fully  made  known,  to  all  his  sub- 
jects within  Yo'  Govm*,  &  that  None  of  them  may  pretend  Ignorance 
thereof.  You  are,  hereby,  further  required,  &  comanded,  to  publish 
this  Instruction,  in  such  Manner,  as  may  best  answer  his  Ma*3^  gra- 
cious Intentions,  herein  signified. 

And  Whereas  many  &  great  Inconveniencys  have  arisen,  in  some 
of  his  Ma*'*  Colonys  &  Plant**  in  America,  by  passing  Laws,  for 
striking  Bills  of  Credit,  &  issuing  out  the  same,  in  Lieu  of  Mony, 
making  it  Obligatory,  on  all  Persons,  to  take  such  Bills,  in  Paym^ 
of  Debts,  Dues  &  Demands;  whereby  the  good  Intention  of  the 
aforemen'd  Act,  of  the  6**  of  her  late  Ma*'  Queen  Anne.     "  For 


*f  certaininff  the  Rates  of  Foreign  Coins  in  her  Ma*'*  Plant**  in 
^'  America    has  been  frustrated^  &  a  great  Discouragem*  has  been 
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bro*  00  the  Comerce  of  the  Kingdom,  by  occasioning  a  Oonfaaion  in 
Dealings,  &  a  lessening  of  Credit,  in  those  Parts.  And  whereas  an 
homblo  Address  was  presented,  the  last  Session,  by  the  House  of 
Comons,  to  his  Ma*'  to  the  effect  following,  via^ 

That  he  wo*  be  graciously  pleased,  to  require  &  comand,  the 
respective  Gov'  of  his  Ma*'"  Oolonys  &  Plant^  in  America,  not  to 
give  assent  to,  or  pass  any  Act,  whereby  Bills  of  Credit  may  be 
stnick,  or  Jssned,  in  Lieu  of  Mony,  witkuui  a  clause  be  inserted^  in 
inch  Aciy  declaring  that  the  tanie  sliall  not  taJce  Effect^  until  the  s\l 
Act  thall  be  approved  by  his  Maty, 

It  is,  therefore,  His  Ma*''  Will  &  Pleasure,  &  You  are  hereby  re* 
qmred,  upon  Pain  of  his  Matjfs  highest  Dirpleasure,  not  to  give 
Yo'  Assent  to,  or  pass  any  Act,  whereby  Bills  of  Credit  may  be 
issued,  in  Lien  of  Mony,  without  a  Clause  be  inserted,  in  such  Act, 
declaring  that  the  same  shall  not  take  Effect,  until  the  b*  Act  shall 
be  approved,  by  his  Ma*',  his  Heirs  or  Successors. 

Since  the  s'  Instr'n  was  given  (to  Coll.  Thomas,  but  directed,  as 
before  stated)  a  new  Liev*.  Gov'.,  Af '.  Hamilton,  has  been  app***  for 
Pensilv*,  by  the  Proprietors,  &  approved  by  the  Crown.  (Anno  1748.) 

The  before  men'  particular  additional  Instm,  has  not  been  repeat^ 
to  M'.  Hamilton,  any  otherwise  than,  as  he  is  become,  now,  the  {j*. 
Gov  of  Pensilv*,  for  the  Time  being. 

But,  upon  M**.  Hamilton's  being  approved  for  Liev^  Gov',  the 
Crown  issued  its  Gen*  Instrns,  &,  amongst  other  Things,  ordered^ 
that  he  she'  take  a  solemn  Oath,  to  do  his  utmost,  that  all  the 
Clauses,  Blatters  &  Things,  contained  in  the  s'  Act  of  the  6th  of 
Qq:  Anne,  sho*  be  punctually  &  bona  fide  observed,  aoeording  to  the 
true  Intent  &  Meaning  thereof, — Which  Oath  he  accordingly  took. 

Besides  this,  on  the  Crown's  approving  M^  Hamilton,  it  was,  on 
the  Part  of  the  Crown,  required  of  him,  &  his  Suretys  entred  into  a 
Bond,  to  49s  Ma*^,  in  £2000  Penalty,  Conditioned  (inter  alia). 
"That  if  the  s*  James  Hamilton  shall,  from  Time  to  Time,  ft  at  all 
'*  Times  hereafter,  so  long  as  he  shall  continue  Liev*.  Gov',  of  the  s* 
^  Province,  observe,  perform  &  obey,  all  such  Directions  &  Instruc- 
"  tions,  wch  now  are,  or  shall  at  any  Time  be  given,  or  sent  to  him, 
"  by  his  Ma*',  his  Heirs  &  Successors,  or  from  any  Person  or  Per- 
''sons,  now  acting,  or  that  hereafter  shall  act,  by  authority  from  his 
*'  Ma*7,  his  Heirs  &  Successors,  &  pursuant  to,  &  for  the  putting  in 
"  Execution,  the  sev*  acts  of  Trade  dh  NaviyatioUy  relating  to  the 
"  Plantations/'  vis*. 

An  Act  passed  12  Cat*  2'*,  intitled  An  Act  for  the  Enooaraging 
ft  encreasing  the  Shipping  &  Navigation. 

Here,  a  great  many  Acts  of  Parliam*  are  enumerated,  and  amongst 
them.  An  Act  passed  in  the  6th  Year  of  the  s*  Queen's  Reign,  En- 
tit^led,  An  Act  for  ascertaining  Ihe  Rates  of  Foreign  Coins,  in  her 
Ha*!*  Plantf*  in  America,  <<  k  all  other  Acts  of  Parliam*,  now  in 
**  Force,  or  that,  hereafter,  shall  be  made,  relating  to  the  Plant*" 
"Trade;  and  shall  do  &  perform  all  such  Matters  &  Things,  as  tb 
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*'  Gov"  of  bis  Ma's*  Plant**,  by  any  Act  of  ftrliam*  made,  or  to  1)e 
'<  made,  ahall  be  obliged,  or  enjoyned,  to  do  &  perform  ;  and  sball, 
^  before  his  entring  on  the  a'  Govm%  take  the  O^ths,  injoyned  to  be 
'<  taken  by  the  Gov"  &  Comd"  in  dhief,  of  other  his  Ma*'*  Colooys 
''  &  Plant'*,  before  their  entring  on  their  resp'ive  tiovm*",  as  directed 
'<  by  the  Act  of  the  7th  &  8th  Years  of  the  late  £jng  Wm.  herein 
**  before  men',  &c.  &o.  &c.,  then  to  be  void/' 

Matters  standing  thus,  the  People  in  Pensilv*  have  apply'd  to  Mr. 
Ilamilton,  their  Liev*  Gov,  to  pass  a  Law,  for  enlarging, 'or  adding 
more  to  the  snm,  wch  they,  at  present,  have  standing  oat  in  Paper 
Mony,  or  Bills  of  Credit  there. 

He,  supposing  that  a  small  sum  to  be  added  to  their  present 
Quantity,  may  not  produce  any  great  Inoonveniencys,  wo'  consent 
to  an  act,  for  that  purpose,  provided  they  insert  the  Suspending 
Clausey  that  the  act  shall  have  no  Force,  until  confirmed  by  the 
Crown. 

But  they  insist  on  passiag  the  act,  withoui  anjf  suck  tuxpending 
clause.     Which  he  declines  doing. 

As  conceiving  the  Matter  of  Mony^  of  any  Sort  or  Kind,  to  be,  ia 
its  Nature,  Part  of  the  Prerogative  or  Sovereignty  of  the  Crown, 
&  that  he  is  bound,  by  the  Instm,  wch  was  given  by  the  Lords  Jus- 
tices in  1740,  to  Coll.  Thomas,  or  to  the  Comd'  in  Chief,  in  Pensilv^, 
for  the  Time  being,  &  by  his  before  mentioned  Oath  &  Bond,  &  by 
the  Duty  of  his  Office,  to  observe  that  Instruction,  &  not  to  pass  any 
act,  whereby  Bills  of  Credit  may  be  issued,  in  Lieu  of  Mony,  toitk^ 
out  irserting  the  suspending  clause^  and  that  it  wo*  be  neither  lawful 
or  safe,  but  an  offence  in  him  to  pass  any  such  act,  without  that 
Suspending  Clause. 

On  the  other  Hand,  The  People  insist,  on  the  Powers,  granted  by 
the  Charter,  for  passing  all  Laws  tchatsoeverj  as  giving  very  ample 
authority  to  him,  to  pass  the  Law  wch  they  desire  -^  that  the 
Grown,  having  granted  away  such  very  full  Powers,  can  not,  even 
upon  an  Address  from  the  House  of  Comons,  resume  them  again, 
or  add  fucther  Limitations  or  Bestrictions,  than  what  are  contained 
in  the  Charter;  and,  therefore,  seem  to  think,  that  altho  his  Ma*^ 
might  issue  such  Instras,  to  his  own  imediate  Gov",  where  there  are 
no  Charters,  yet,  that  in  Pensilvania,  where  such  a  Charter  subsists, 
such  Instm  had  no  Force,  even  upon  Coll.  Thomas  himself,  (to 
whom  the  same  was  imediaiely  directed)  during  his  Govm^  &  more 
clearly  so,  in  the  Case  of  the  present  Gov^  Mr.  Hamilton,  to  whom 
the  same  add*  Instruction  has  not  been  given,  any  otherwise,  than 
as  he  is,  now,  become  Gov'  of  Pensilvania  for  the  Time  beiog. 

Mr.  Hamilton  is  desirous  to  oblige  the  People  herein,  if  he  may 
legally  &  safely  do  so. 

And  Your  Opiuion  is  desired,  * 

Qu. — Whether  Mr.  Hamilton,  L*.  Gov'  of*  Pensilvania,  may 
legally  &  safely,  k  without  committing  any  Offence,  or  Breach  of 
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his  Oath  or  Bond,  or  of  his  Duty  to  the  Kiog,  pass,  &  give  hia 
assent  (o  an  Act  of  Assembly,  whereby  Bills  of  Credit  may  be  iasaedi 
in  PensUv*,  in  Lien  of  Mony,  without  the  suspending  clause,  before 
mentioned,  being  inserted  therein  7 

I  am  of  opinion  it  is  by  no  means  safe  or  ad?isabl,  or  consistent 
with  hia  Duty  to  pass  such  Bills  without  a  Suspending  Clause. 

D.   RYDER. 
80  Nov.  1753. 


King's  Instructions  to  T.  and  R.  Penn,  1753. 

GEORGE  R. 

Additional  Instruction  to  Our  Trusty  and  Wellbeloved  Thomas 
Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  Esq**.,  Proprietaries  and  Governors  of  Our 
Province  of  Pennsylvania  in  America,  or  to  the  Commander  in  chief 
of  Our  said  Province  for  the  time  being.  Given  at  Our  Court  at 
8^  James's,  the  18^  day  of  December;  1753,  In  the  twenty-seventh 
Year  of  Our  Reign 

Whereas,  it  bath  been  represented  unto  Us,  that  the  method  pre- 
scribed by  the  Instructions  heretofore  given  by  Us  to  the  Governors 
of  Our  Colonics  and  Plantations  in  America,  relative  to  Appeals 
from  the  Courts  in  cases  of  Error^  has,  by  subsequent  regulations 
which  have  been  from  time  to  time  made  by  us  in  Our  Privy  Council 
relative  to  such  Appeals,  become  defective  and  improper ;  For  remedy 
thereof  for  the  future.  It  is  Our  Royal  Will  &  Pleasure,  that  you  or 
the  Commander  in  chief  of  Our  Province  of  Pennsylvania  for  the 
tim«  being,  do  permit  and  allow  Appeals  Trom  any  of  the  Courts  of 
oommon  Law  in  Our  said  Province  unto  you  or  the  Commander  in 
chief  and  the  Council  of  Our  said  Province ;  and  you  are  for  that 
purpoae  to  issue  a  Writ  in  the  manner  which  has  been  usually  accus- 
tom'd,  returnable  before  yourselves  and  the  Council  of  Our  said 
Province,  who  are  to  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  such  Appeal, 
wherein  such  of  Our  said  Council  as  shall  be  at  that  time  Judges  of 
^e  Court  from  whence  such  Appeal  shall  be  so  made  to  you  Our 
Governors,  &c.,  &c..  Or  to  the  Commander  in  chief  for  the  time 
being,  and  to  Our  said  Council  as  aforesaid  shall  not  be  admitted  to 
vote  upon  the  said  Appeal  ]  but  they  may  nevertheless  be  present 
at  the  hearing  thereof,  to  give  the  Reasons  of  the  Judgment  given 
by  them  in  the  Causes  wherein  such  Appeal  shall  be  made.  Pro« 
Tided  nevertheless,  that  in  all  such  Appeals,  the  Sum  or  Value 
Appealed  for  do  ezceeed  the  Sum  of  three  hundred  Pounds  Sterling, 
and  that  Security  be  first  duly  given  by  the  Appellant  to  answer 
sobh  Charges  aa  shall  be  awarded  in  case  the  first  Sentence  be 
affirmed.  And  if  either  Party  shall  not  rest  satisfied  with  the  Jud'*- 
meat  of  Tou  or  the  Commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being  anc 
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Our  OoQDoii  as  aforesaid,  Our  Will  and  Pleasure  is,  that  sacli  Party 
may  then  appeal  unto  Us  in  Our  Privy  Council ;  Provided,  the  sum 
or  Value  so  appealed  for  unto  Us  do  exceed  five  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  and  that  such  Appeal  be  made  within  fourteen  days  after 
Sentence,  and  good  Security  given  by  the  Appellant,  that  he  will 
effectually  prosecute  the  same  and  answer  the  Condemnation,  and 
also  pay  such  Costs  and  Damages  as  shall  be  awarded  by  Us,  in  case 
the  Sentence  of  You  or  the  Commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being 
and  of  Our  Council  be  affirmed.  Provided  nevertheless,  that  where 
the  Matter  in  question  relates  to  the  taking  or  demanding  any  Duty 
payable  to  Us,  or  to  any  Fee  of  Office  or  annual  Bent,  or  other  such 
like  matter  or  thing,  where  the  Rights  in  future  may  be  bound,  in 
all  such  Cases  you  are  to  admit  an  Appeal  to  Us  in  Oar  Privy 
Council,  altho'  the  immediate  Sum  or  Value  appealed  for  be  of  less 
Value.  And  it  is  Our  further  Will  and  Pleasure,  that  in  all  Cases 
where  by  your  Instructions  yoil  are  to  admit  Appeals  to  Us  in  Our 
Privy  Council,  Execution  be  suspended  untill  the  final  Determinar 
tion  of  such  Appeals,  unless  good  and  sufficient  Security  be  ffiven 
by  the  Appellee  to  make  ample  Restitution  of  all  that  the  Appellant 
shall  have  lost  by  means  of  such  Judgment  or  Decree }  in  case,  upon 
the  Determination  of  such  Appeal,  such  Decree  or  Judgment  should 
be  reversed,  and  restitution  awarded  to  the  Appellant. 

'      Q.  R. 

Indorsed, — Additional  Instruction  to  Thomas  &  Rich'.  Penn, 
Esq**.,  Proprietaries  &  G-ov*.  of  Pcnsylvania,  relative  to  Appeals 
from  Courts,  in  Cos^s  of  Error.    Decem''.  18^^,  1753. 


Answer  of  Tnos.  &  Richard  Pknn,  to  H.  R.,  1753. 

Gentlemen : 

The  true  and  real  Interest  of  the  People  whom  You  represent,  is, 
as  it  ought  to  be,  the  principal  Object  of  Our  Concern,  wee  shall 
on  all  occasions  shew  them,  that  We  have  it  constantly  in  view. 
Wee  will  use  our  utmost  endeavours  to  procure  it,  at  the  expense 
of  our  own  private  Fortunes,  whenever  it  appears  to  Us  necessary, 
and,  in  considering  the  Matter  of  your  Representation,  shall  en- 
deavour to  act  such  a  part,  as  would  be  thought  just  by  Persons 
wholly  disinterested,  both  with  Regard  to  Us,  and  Them. 

That  the  Representatives  of  the  People,  are  not  so  disinterested,* 
seems  most  certain.  Wherefore,  supposing  they  saw  this  Matter  in  a 
Light,  very  different  from  that ;  in  which  it  appears  to  us,  and  that 
they  were  not  actuated  by  any  Inclination  on  the  One  Hand  to  op- 
pose Our  Interests,  or  on  the  Other,  to  influence  the  Weaker  part 
of  the  Electors,  by  appearing  Zealous  for  Theirs,  (which  We  would 
Trust  and  hope;  is  the  Case;)  Yet;  We  may  cpntinuc  to  differ  in  Sen- 
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timeats  from  tbem,  on  the  Necessity  of  tbe  desired  Assistance, 
without  being  Ijable  to  bdj. Imputation  of  neglecting  the  Interest 
of  the  Pioviooe,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  World. 

After  We  had  ordered  Oar  Governor  to  give  you  the  answer, 
which  he  did,  to  your  former  Application,  we  bad  no  reason  to 
expect  a  Repetition  of  the  Application,  directly  to  Ourselves,  as  you 
miffht  well  suppose.  We  had  considered  the  Master,  before  we 
had  returned  Our  first  Answer,  and  the  repeating  the  Request, 
eoiild  only  produce  The  repeating  the  Answer;  The  Occasion  for 
which,  does  not  appear  to  us;  It  is  possible,  that  one  purpose  may 
be,  in  order  to  shew  more  publicity,  this  Difference  in  Opinion, 
between  Us  and  Yourselves ;  And  if  that  was  ever  intended,  it  will 
be  convenient,  that  We  should  set  this  Matter  in  a  clear  Light, 
(altho'  it  may  make  Our  Answer  longer  than  We  could  wish,)  that 
the  true  State  of  the  Matter,  may  appear.  Wee  did  not  speak  our 
own  Sentiments  only,  when  We  before  said,  We  were  under  no  ^ 
greater  obligation  to  contribute  to  the  Public  Charges,  than  any  i 
Chief  Qovemor  of  another  Colony.  That  was  the  Opinion  of  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  when  upon  an  Application  made  to  the  King,  by 
many  considerable  Inhabitants  of  the  Province,  that  he  would  be 
pleased  to  give  some  Orders  for  their  Defence.  The  Council  em- 
ployed by  the  Agent  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  insisted,  that 
if  any  such  preparations  were  necessary,  the  Proprietors  ought  to 
be  at  the  expense  of  them.  But  their  Lordsbips  declared  it  their 
Opinion,  That  We  were  not  obliged  to  be  at  any  Ezpence  of  that 
Nature,  more  than  any  other  Governor  in  Chief,  of  the  King's 
Colonys.    • 

Wee  are  sensible,  that  our  Honoured  Father  in  the  First  Settle- 
ment of  the  Province,  and  at  all  Times  after,  was  strictly  careful 
to  do  justice  to  the  Indians,  and  purchased  Land  from  them  before  it 
was  settled;  but.  We  believe,  always  at  his  own  charge.     At  least. 
We  do  not  find  a  single  Instance,  of  a  purchase  having  been  made 
at  the  Ezpence  of  the  People.     So  that  what  share  they  had  in  such 
purchases.  We  are  at  a  loss  to  know,  Other  than  the  Benefits  and 
Conveniences,  which  arose  from  the  mutual  Exchange  of  Friendly 
Offices,  with  the  Natives.     Had  the  necessary  Publick  Charges 
amounted  to  more  than  the  Revenue  of  the  Province,  and  a  Gene- 
ral Tax  been  laid  on  the  People,  to  defray  tbe  same,  There  might 
then' have  been  some  Colour  to  desire  that  We  should  contribute. 
But,  as  no  such  tax  has,  for  very  many  Years,  been,  or  need  to  be 
la/d,  and  the  Charge  of  Government  amounts  to  little  more  than  the 
One  Half  of  the  Common   and  Ordinary  Revenue ;  the  pressing 
thua  unseasonably  for  our  Contribution,  appears  we  conceive,  as  an 
attempt  to  induce  the  weakest  of  the  People  to  imagine  Yourselves 
to  have  an  uncommon  Regard  to  their  Interests,  and  to  be  therefore 
the  most  proper  Persons  to  be  continued  as  their  Representative^ 
and  the  matters  which  might  the  rather,  induce  Us  so  to  think, 
axe  the  Solemn  Repetition  of  this  Request,  and  treating  it  as  if  f 
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was  a  Matter  of  great  Value  and  conseqnenoe     The  time  of  making 

yoar  last  Hepresentation  just  before  an  Election,  and  the  printing  the 
Ileport,and  most  extraordinary  Eesolutions,  which  were  the  founda- 
tion of  such  Your  Representation  in  jour  votes  long  before  jour 
Address,  could  bj  anj  possibilitj,  come  to  our  Hands ;  which  are 
such  Matters  as  could  not  escape  Our  Observatioui  and  which 
would  almost  persuade  Us,  thai  it  was  intended  as  an  Address  to 
the  people,  rather  than  to  Us. 

Wherefore,  on  this  Occasion,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  inform 
the  people,  through  Yourselves,  their  Representatives,  That,  as  by 
the  Constitution,  Our  Consent  is  necessarj^o  their  Laws,  at  the  same 
Time  that  thej  have  an  undoubted  right  to  such  as  are  neoessarj  for 
the  Defence  and  Real  Service  of  the  Countrj,  so  it  will  tend  the 
the  better  to  facilitate  the  several  Matters,  which  must  be  transact- 
ed with  Us,  for  their  Representatives  to  shew  a  Regard  to  Us,  and 
Our  Interest;   For,  considering  the  Rank  which  the  Crown  has 
been  pleased  to  give  Us  in  Pensilvania,  We  shall  expect  from  the 
\  {People's  Representatives  on  all   occasions,  a  Treatment  suitable 
I  fthereto,  and  that,  whilst  We  desire  to  govern  the  province  according 
'  to  Law  onlj,  They  should  be  as  careful  to  support  Our  Interests,  As 
We  shall  always  be  to  support  Theirs. 

Wee  are  truly  concerned,  that  you  lay  Us  under  the  necessity  of 
acquainting  the  publick  with  the  State  of  the  Revenue  of  the 
Province.  You  have  in  part  done  it  already,  by  acknowledging  the 
amount  of  the  Excise  to  be  Three  thousand  pounds  a  year.  The 
Interest  of  the -Paper  Money,  as  we  conceive  is  more  than  that 
sum,  which  makes  the  Common  Revenue  of  the  Province  above  Six 
thousand  Pounds  a  Year.  The  annual  Expence  of  Grovemment, 
for  a  series  of  Years,  (including  Indian  Charges,)  amounts  to  little 
more  than  Half  that  Sum.  The  Interest  is  paid  by  People,  who,  no 
doubt,  find  greater  advantage  in  the  use  of  the  Money,  than  the 
Interest  they  pay  for  it,  Otherwise  they  would  not  be  so  sollicitons 
to  be  admitted  to  borrow,  as  they  always  have  been.  That  Interest 
Money,  therefore,  cannot,  with  any  propriety  be  called  a  Tax,  laid  on 
the  Province,  or  a  Burthen  on  the  Inhabitants.  The  Excise  itself,  is 
not  a  general  Tax,  to  which  all  the  Inhabitants  must  contribute,  as  it 
is  paid  by  such  only,  who  buy  Wine  and  Spirituous  Liquors,  under 
certain  quantitys.  So  that  many  People  pay  nothing  of  that  Tax. 
Of  all  this  Revenue,  about  four  hundred  pounds  a  year,  has,  H>n  an 
Average,  for  Twenty  fears  past,  (and  great  part  of  that  time, 
during  War,)  been  expended  in  presents  to  the  Indians,  and  Charges 
on  their  Account,  which  we  cannot  conceive  to  be  a  Large  Sum  in 
proportion  to  the  Revenue  of  the  Province,  for  so  great  and  im- 
portant a  Service,  as  that  of  keeping  the  United  Nations  of  Indians 
in  the  Interest  of  Great  Britain.  We  believe  every  disinterested 
person  will  think  the  Sum  very  small,  and,  from  the  Manner  of  its 
being  raised,  not  at  all;  burthensome  to  the  People ;  besides  which, 
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liad  not  half  that  Honey  been  expended  on  those  Acooants^  it's  most 
eertoiDy  all  the  same  Excise  would  have  been  paid. 

The  whole  Sum  paid  in  Twenty  years  for  Indian  Services,  is  not 
more  than  on  a  common  Computation,  Our  Family  has  paid  in  the 
same  time  for  Dutys  and  Excises  here,  for  the  Support  of  His 
Majesty's  Government ;  and  which  We  choose  to  mention,  in  An- 
swer to  that  part  of  Your  Representation,  wherein  you  unadvisedly 
publish  to  the  World  that  Our  Estateahjki  America,  is  exempt  from 
the  Burthens,  borne  by  our  fellow  Subjects  in  Great  Britain ;  such 
Matter  might,  much  more  properly  have  been  avoided ',  And,  at  the 
same  time  that  We  shew  you,  that  We  do  pay  all  other  Taxes  here, 
that  on  Land  only  excepted,  We  must  advise  you  to  be  very  careful, 
not  to  put  People  here  in  mind  of  that  single  Exemption ;  Seve-  ! 
ral  proposals  have  been  made  for  Laying  Taxes  on  North  Americai . 
and  its  most  easy  to  foresee,  that  the  Self  same  Act  of  Parliament,, 
that  shall  lay  them  on  Our,  will  also  lay  them  on  Your  Estates,  and  j 
on  thoae  of  your  Constituents. 

We  cannot  allow  that  you  have  always  paid  Your  Interpreter  to 
Lis  Satisfaction,  because  We  know.  We  have  charged  Ourselves  with 
Gratifications  to  him,  when  the  Assembly  have  refused  to  pay  him, 
what  he  thought  his  Services  deserved,  and  We  make  no  doubt  he 
can  remember  such  Instances.  However,  with  Respect  to  any  Ex- 
penoes  of  that  Sort,  and  many  others  here.  We  entered  into  them, 
without  any  Expectation  of  being  repaid|  and  should  think  it  far 
beneath  us,  to  send  the  accounts  of  them  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives as  your  Aeent,  employed  by  Yourselves  might  do,  for  the . 
Expences  incurred  by  him.  What  we  might  reasonably  expect  is, 
a  thankful  acceptance  of  Our  Endeavours  to  serve  the  Publick; 
And,  if  you  do  not  thin^  proper  to  make  even  that  Return,  We 
shall  nevertheless,  be  fully  satisfied  with  the  consciousness  of  having 
rendered  the  Province  all  the  Services  in  Our  poiif  er. 

We  do  not  conceive  that  any  Act  of  Assembly,  does,  or  can  es- 
tablish what  you  call  a  Monopoly  in  Us,  for  the  purchase  of  Lands; 
We  derive  no  Right  or  Property,  from  any  such  Law.  It  is  under 
the  King's  Royal  Charter,  that  We  have  the  Sole  Right  to  make 
such  purchases;  and  it  is  under  that  same  Charter,  that  every 
Settler  has  a  Right  through  Us,  to  the  Estate  he  possesses  in  the 
Province.  The  Act  itself,  which  you  seem  to  allude  to,  acknow- 
ledges this  Right  to  be  so  granted  to  us  by  the  Charter,  and  is  only  de- 
claratory thereof  to  the  People ;  advertixing  them  of  a  certain 
Truth,  that  they  are  Lyable  according  to  the  Laws  of  Great  Britain, 
to  Penaltys  for  contravening  such  Right. 

Your  assertion  that  Treatys  for  Limd,  are  made  at  a  less  Expence 
to  Us,  on  account  of  Provincial  presents  being  given  at  the  same 
time,  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  founded  on  fact.  The  last  pur- 
chase was  made  on  no  other  Account,  but  purely  to  save  the  Pro. 
▼ioce  the  Expence  of  making  another  present,  to  some  Indians  who 
came  down  after  the  Time  that  the  principal  Deputation  had  receive'^ 
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the  presents  intended  for  the  whole,  And  were  on  their  Return  back  ; 
and  the  Land  was  bought  very  dear  on  that  account ;  Other  Treatjs 
for  Land  have  been  made,  when  Provincial  Presents  have  not  been 
given ',  and  We  do  not,  or  ever  did  desire,  that  the  Inhabitants 
should  bear  any  part  of  the  Ezpence  of  the  Indians  who  come  down 
solely  at  our  Kcquest,  to  consent  to  the  Sale  of  Lands,  unless  they 
stay  on  other  public  Business  also ;  and  whenever  they  have  come 
down  on  both  accounts,  ^^  are  sensible  the  Ezpence  has  been 
divided  in  a  Manner,  very  favourable  to  the  PubUck. 

We  are  far  from  desiring  to  avoid  contributing  to  any  publick 
Ezpence,  which  it's  reasonable  We  should  bear  a  part  of,  altho'  Our 
Estate  is  not  by  Law,  Lyable  to  be  tazed ;  As  we  already  have 
been  So,  We  doubt  not.  We  always  shall  be,  at  a  far  greater  Ez* 
pence  in  attending  the  Afiairs  of  the  Province,  than  Our  Estate 
could  be  tazed  at,  if  All  the  Estates  in  the  Ph>vince  were  rated  to 
the  Public  Charges,  which  would  be  the  only  fair  way  of  establish- 
ing a  proportion.  If  we  were  willing  to  consent  to  any  such  Mat* 
ter,  The  Value  of  our  Estate,  and  of  all  the  Estates  of  all  the  Inha- 
bitants ought  to  be  considered,  and  the  whole  Ezpence  proportionabl/ 
Laid  upon  the  whole  Value ;  In  which  Case,  you  would  find,  that 
the  Ezpence,  which  We  voluntarily  submit  to  out  of  affection  to  tfa^ 
Inhabitants,  is  much  more,  than  such  our  proportion  so  Layd,  would 
amount  to ;  Besides  these  General  Ezpences,  the  first  of  Us  sent 
Cannon,  at  his  own  Charge,  to  the  amount  of  about  four  hundred 
pounds  Sterling,  for  the  defence  of  our  City  of  Philadelphia,  neglect- 
ed by  a  late  House  of  Representatives ;  which  alone,  is  such  a 
Sum  as  the  proportion  of  a  taz  on  Our  Estate,  would  not  in  many 
years  amount  to.  And,  as  this  is  the  Case,  We  arc  not  disposed  to 
enter  into  any  Agreement  with  the  Houv  of  Representatives,  for 
payment  of  any  particular  proportion  of  Indian  or  other  Publick 
Ezpenses,  but  shall  leave  it  to  them,  (to  whom  it  of  Right  belongs,) 
to  provide  for  such  Ezpences,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  the 
Public  Service. 

Ag  you  desire  to  appear  willing,  on  your  parts,  to  ease  Your  Con- 
stituents of  a  small  part  of  the  Indian  Ezpence  by  throwing  it  upon 
Us,  We  shall,  on  Our  part,  and  hereby  do,  recommend  it  to  you  to 
give  them  a  real  and  far  greater  Relief,  by  taking  off  a  large  Share 
of  that  only  Taz  which  is  borne  by  them.  As  the  General  Ezpence 
amounts  to  little  more  than  Three  thousand  pounds  a  year.  We  con- 
ceive it  may  very  well  be  provided  for  out  of  the  Interest  of  the 
Paper  Money  and  one  half  of  the  present  Ezcise,  lEspecially  if  Wo 
shall  be  induced  from  the  State  of  your  Trade  (which  We  ezpect 
soon  to  receive)  to  consent  to  an  Encrease  of  Your  Paper  Currency. 
This  would  ease  the  Inhabitants  of  about  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a 
Year,  wbioh  would  be  felt  by  many  of  them  when  they  would  not 
be  sensible  of  the  Trifle  you  propose  We  should  contribute  to  the 
Publick  Ezpences.  We  have  directed  the  Governor  to  Consent  to 
such  a  Law  when  you  shall  think  fit  to  present  it  to  him. 
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As  We  shall  ever  in  the  first  plaoe  endeavoar  to  promote  the 
Real  lateresta  of  the  Good  People  of  Pennsjlvania,  We  make  no 
Doubt  of  preserving  an  Union  and  Harmony  between  Us  &,  Themi 
nnless  Men  of  warm  or  nneasy  Spirits  should  unhappily  procure 
themselves  to  bo  elected  for  Representatives,  and  should,  for  the 
supporting  of  their  own  private  views  or  Interests,  influence  their 
Brethren^  otherwise  honest  and  well  designing,  to  espouse  their 
cause ;  In  such  Case,  indeed.  Disputes  may  arise  wherein  we  shall 
engage  with  the  utmost  Reluctanoe.  But  even  then,  as  We  shall 
make  the  General  Good  the  Rule  of  our  Actions,  We  shall  on  all 
such  Occasions,  if  ever  they  should  happen,  steadily,  and  without 
wavering,  pursue  Measures  the  most  likely  to  conduce  to  that  good 
End. 

The  Representatives  being  annually  chosen,  We  are  aware  that 
We  are  not  writing^ now  to  the  same  Persons  who  sent  the  Repre- 
sentations to  Us ;  The  Persons  most  forward  to  push  on  a  HeasurOi 
i which,  from  the  Answer  We  directed  Our  Governor  to  give  to  the 
brmer  Application  he  was  desired  to  make  to  Us,  must  be  supposed 
disagreeable,)  May  not  now  be  in  the  House,  but  may  be  succeeded 
by  more  prudent  Persons  returned  to  their  Places,  who  would  be 
careful  not  to  press  a  Matter  too  far  in  which  the  Rights  of  the 
People  are  not  really  concerned ;  However,  the  answer  We  give, 
must  be  to  the  Representation  sent  Us.  And  we  desire,  in  any 
Hatter  of  the  like  Nature,  that  the  House  will  be  satisfied  with 
such  an  answer  as  the  Governor  may  have  Orders  to  give  on  Ouf 
Behalf. 

THO.  PENN, 
RICHD.  PENN.** 

IndoTted, — ^TEe  Proprietor's  answer  to  the  representations  to  the 
House  of  Representatives. 


\ 


Gov'r.  Uamilton  to  Gov.  Sharpe— Indian  Affairs,  1764. 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  27'^  by  Express,  was  delivered  to  me  yester- 
day, in  the  afternoon.  The  Messages  that  have  Passed  between  the 
House  and  me,  will  shew,  that  I  have  small  hopes  of  bringing  matters 
with  them,  to  any  favourable  Issue,  which  Gives  me  abundance  of 

*  There  is  no  date  to  the  foregoing,  it  was  found  among  the  papers  of  this 
year,  and  by  the  Totes  of  Assembly,  Vol.  IV.,  pp.  862,  8G8,  it  appears  to 
haT«  been  laid  before  the  House,  May  23,  1768.  It  is  there  printed  in  Sec- 
tions of  two  or  three  paragraphs,  with  their  appropriate  answers,  by  the 
House.  It  appears  to  be  an  answer  to  a  representation  irom  the  Assembly 
to  the  Proprietaries  in  1761.  Not  being  then  "made  public,"  the  House 
now  order  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Asembly,  made  May,  1768,  and 
the  Proprietaries  answer,  to  be  all  printed,  Dec.  81,  1764,  which  la  done 
in  paragraphs  as  aforesaid. 
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Concern,  as  well  because  Nothing  will  be  done  bj  this  Proyince  ade- 
quate to  its  Riches  and  Number  of  Inhabitants,  as  that  their  Exam- 
ple may.  be  of  bad  Consequences  to  the  Neighbonrinff  Province  of 
New  Jersey  who  are  but  too  much  Influenced  by  the  Politicians 
here. 

An  act  Passed  at  the  last  Sessions  of  the  Lower  County  Assem- 
bly, Granting  a  thousand  Pounds  for  the  Kings  use,  which  is  at  my 
disposal,  in  conjunction  with  M'.  Benjamin  Chew,  the  Speaker  of 
that  Assembly,  and  this  Assembly  I  am  told  have  now  voted  the 
Sum  of  J^OOO  for  Provisions  &  Carriages^  &c.,  and  have  put  it  into 
the  hands  of  Five  of  their  own  Members. 

Scrrroyady  or  Monecotootba  who  Succeeds  the  Half  King  in  the 
direction  of  affairs  at  Auckquick,  Passed  by  this  City  in  his  way  to 
Onondago  and  seems  Sincerely  Attached  to  the  English  Interest. 

He  was  desired  by  all  the  Indians  in  those  Parts  to  undertake  this 
Journey,  in  Order  to  find  out  the  true  disposition  and  designs  of 
the  Six  Nations,  and  to  receive  the}r  advice.  He  likewise  is  charged 
with  a  Message  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  inviting  them  in  the 
Kings  Name,  to  send  their  Deputies  to  Winchester  in  the  spring,  in 
Order  to  have  a  Conference  with  them  on  the  Situation  of  afifairs. 
He  said  that  if  he  had  the  Concurrence  of  Maryland  and  this  Pro- 
vince in  that  Invitation,  it  would  add  much  to  the  weight  of  it  & 
Solicited  that  he  undertake  for  Maryland  &  Join  them  in  one  Belt 
with  us  to  press  the  Six  Nations  to  Accept  the  Invitation.  I  took  it 
into  consideration  with  the  Council,  and  as  it  was  asked  so  very 
Affectionately  by  Scarroyady  &  might  very  much  aid  his  Majesty's 
Cause  at  this  time  with  the  six  Nations,  I  Consented  to  his  request 
&  gave  a  Belt  in  Our  Joint  names,  to  Enforce  the  Virginia  Invitation, 
and  I  hope  that  tho'  it  was  a  piece  of  Presumption  in  me  &  which 
I  had  no  right  to  do  yet  I  shall  receive  your  approbation  from  the 
great  Service  it  was  apprehended  Such  an  Union  would  be  of  to  the 
Common  Cause.  r 

I  observe  what  you  say  of  M'  Croghan,  &  tho'  the  severall  mattera 
of  which  you  have  receivd  Information,  carry  in  them  a  good  deal 
of  Suspicion,  and  it  may  be  highly  necessary  to  keep  a  watch  full 
Eye  upon  him,  yet  I  hope  they  will  not  turn  out  to  be  any  thing 
very  Material,  or  that  will  effect  his  faithfulness  to  the  trust  reposed 
in  him,  which  at  this  time  is  of  Great  importance  and  a  very  Consi- 
derable one.  At  Present  I  have  no  one  to  Enquire  of  as  to  the 
truth  of  the  Particulars  mentioned  in  yours,  but  M'.  Peters  who 
assures  me  that  M*".  Croghan  has  never  been  deemed  a  Roman  Catho- 
lick,  nor  does  he  believe  that  he  is  one,  tho'  he  knows  not  his  Edu- 
cation which  was  in  Dublin,  nor  his  Religious  Profession. 

He  further  informs  me  that  there  is  one  Francis  Campbell,  a  Store- 
keeper at  Shippensburg  who  was  bred  for  the  Church  as  he  has 
heard  among  the  Roman  Catholicks,  but  he  has  the  Character  of  an 
honest,  inoffensive  man  and  it  is  not  likely  that  he  Either  Concerns  him- 
aelf  with  the  French  or  can  be  the  Person  mentioned  to  reside  at  Aack- 
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quick ;  be  rather  thinks  it  is  another  Campbell,  an  old  man,  one  of  the 
Lowest  Sort  of  Indian  Traders  who  is  often  with  the  Indians  &  was 
Bospected  of  leaning  to  the  French  and  of  having  been  with  them  and 
as  Snch  represented  by  M^  Croghan  to  the  Commissioners  then  at 
Cnrlisle.  This  man  may  go  to  £  fro  &  be  mnch  with  the  Indians  at 
Aackquick  &  Elsewhere,  but  he  does  not  believe  that  M*".  Croghan 
has  any  Connection  with  him. 

M'.  Peters  further  informs  me  that  M'.  Croghan  sent  a  Coppy  to 
the  late  Governor  of  M'.  Stobos'  two  letters  directed  to  Col^  Innes, 
Appollogiseing  for  haveing  Opened  them,  and  AUedging  that  he  was 
Constrained  to  do  it  by  the  Indians  who  Insisted  on  seeing  the  Con- 
tents, and  that  M'.  Croghan  had  since  blamed  himself  exceedingly 
fpr  his  Indescretion,  but  M^  Peters  does  not  believe  it  was  Perfidi- 
ously done.  Moses,  a  Mohock  Indian  who  was  one  of  the  Messen- 
gers employed  by  Captain  Stobo,  is  an  Adopted  Brother  of  M'.  Wei- 
sar  to  whom  I  shall  write  and  desire  him  with  Prudence  to  sift  out 
the  truth,  both  with  respect  to  keeping  back  the  reward  ordered  to 
the  Messengers,  and  Likewise,  the  reason  of  M'.  Croghan's  stopping 
the  Indians  from  going  to  Willses  Creek,  if  they  were  really  stopt 
by  him. 

The  Pender  Grass  you  mention,  is  known  to  M'.  Peters,  who 
says  he  kept  a  Pubfick  house  at  Rayttown,  is  a  little  addicted  to 
drink,  but  knows  the  Woods  Eztreamely  well,  and  might  Serve  for 
want  of  a  better,  in  the  Capacity  of  a  Guide  :  he  is  often  at  the 
Camp  at  Willses  Creek,  and  may  be  there  spoken  with ;  however,  I 
shall  take  care  to  have  him  made  Acquainted  with  the  matter  and 
direct  him  to  wait  upon  you.   ^ 

I  send  you  the  examination  of  a  French  deserter,  giving  an  account 
of  the  arrival  of  a  large  body  of  regular  troops  in  six  men  of  war 
at  Quebec,  the  last  fall,  and  of  their  proceeding  to  the  Lower  fort  on 
the  Ohio ;  it  is  probable  that  this  account  of  the  French  numbers 
may  be  exaggerated,  but  it  seems  pretty  certain  that  their  force  is 
considerably  increased,  which  should  induce  the  several  assemblys  to 
act  with  more  vigor,  but  it  has  not  had  that  effect  upon  our  people, 
who,  you  will  see,  are  very  i  jdinable  to  disbelieve  it.  I  have  sent 
this  intelligence  to  the  secretary  of  state  by  several  ways,  and  am  in 
hopes  the  government  at  home  will  either  augment  the  force  they 
have  destined  for  this  service,  or  fall  upon  some  method  of  uniting 
tbeColonys  for  their  common  defence,  as  the  Assemblys  in  general 
seem  quite  insensible  of  their  danger. 

PhUad*,  Jan'y  7%  1754.       ♦ 
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Daxiel  Claus  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1754. 

Mount  Johnson,  Januae?  10th,  1764, 
May  it  please  your  Honour — 

I  take  the  Freedom  to  address  my  Humble  Respects  to  your 
Honour,  with  these  Lines,  after  having  been  made  sensible  you 
would  accept  of  a  Letter  by  me,  which,  according  to  Duty,  I  woald 
have  done  soon  after  my  arrival  could,  I  have  flattered  myself  your 
Honour  would  think  me  Capable  enough  in  Undertaking  it. 

Doubtless  your  Honour  will  have  been  informed  of  my  Living  at 
Present  with  the  Hono^^  William  Johnson,  &  that  since  the  Timo 
my  Ind"  Landlord  ruined  himself  by  marriage,  &  was  forced  to 
leave  his  place  &  move  20  miles  higher,  when  above  s*  Gentleman 
generously  offered  me  his  Lodging,  &  in  Order  not  to  be  Looser  of 
the  Ind"  Language,  confided  the  Keys  of  his  Store  in  me,  to  see  the 
Way  of  Ind"  Trade,  &  in  short,  introduces  me  to  all  affairs  neces- 
sary &  advantageus  to  my  Employ,  &  although  s'  Gentle"  these 
several  years  pass'd  resigned  the  management  of  Ind"  affairs  for  this 
Province,  Nevertheless,  all  the  6  Nations  carry  their  Belts  &  News 
to  his  House,  &  will  by  no  means  extinguish  their  Counsel  fire  at 
his  house,  nor  will  they  see  ^  hear  of  the  14  Commissioners  of  Ind* 
affairs  appointed  at  Newyork,  Albany  &  Skenegbdady,  at  the  mean 
while  he  suffers,  to  my  Surprize,  a  vast  deal  of  Trouble  and  Charges, 
when  the  others  sit  quietly  at  Home  &  mind  not  to  send  any  message 
at  all  to  them,  where  they  but  receive  their  Pay ;  Wh^ch,  therefore, 
mak^  the  Indians  have  such  an  ill  opinion  of  all  the  afores*  People, 
that  I  dare  say,  if  Coll.  Johnson  should  neglect  or  take  no  Notice 
of  them,  the  would  be  already  ii^the  French  Interest,  as  they  made 
it  sundry  Times  sensible  to  him,  how  little  they  was.  Noticed  by  their 
Bretberen  the  English,  that  they  would  sometime  or  other  be  forced 
to  seek  Shelter  somewhere  else. 

Coll.  Johnson,  few  Weeks  ago,  enquired  of  some  of  the  Chiefest 
Sachims  of  the  6  Nations  their  meaning  or  resolution  about  the  pre- 
sent Situation  of  affairs  at  Ohio,  after  a  little  Consideration,  they 
answered,  that  they  seeing  the  French  as  an  underprizing  People, . 
go  on  in  such  a  manner  as  they  did  last  Summer,  without  any  Re- 
sistance of  the  English,  was  to  confess  the  Truth  quite  afrcad  of 
them,  &  therefore  sitting  quite  Neuter,  and  hanging  their  Heads,  but 
if  they  once  should  see  the  English  rise  up  &  make  Resistance,  they 
could  be  sure,  all  the  Nations  cheai^ully  would  Join  them,  &  doubt- 
less prostrate  the  Designs  of  the  French,  being  much  more  inclined 
to  live  under  the  Protection  of  the  English  then  the  French,  as  they 
most  more  fear  than  love  them  ;  Severuls  of  the  6  Nations  desired 
Coll.  Johnson  to  write  to  the  Head«Men  over  the  great  Sea,  that  they 
might  provide  them  with  forts  &  ministers  in  some  of  their  Castles, 
in  Order  to  keep  off  the  Frenches  often  passing  back  &  forwards,  & 
imbibing  them  all  the  Sweetest  Things  to  bring  em  over,  &  at  the 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1754.  117 

same  time  was  trying  to  make  them  believe  the  English  were  snoh  a 
bad  Sort  of  People,  that  one  Time  or  other  having  them  in  their 
Power  would  certainly  knock  them  in  the  Head. 

I  did  not  think  it  improper  of  inclosing  your  Honour  a  Copy  of 
an  affidavit,  given  by  a  New  England  young  Man,  who  was  7  Years 
a  French  Prissoner,  when  in  October  last  in  Commins  back  with 
the  French  Army  from  Ohio,  he  took  his  Opportunity  in  going  by 
Osswego  &  deserted  into  the  Fort,  from  whence  he  came  among  the 
Inhabitants  ^in  Order  to  Work  till  he  could  come  home,  and  when 
Coll.  Johnson  had  Intelligence  of  it  he  called  him  to  his  House  & 
took  the  Inclosed  Deposition  of  him. 

I  have  at  Present  Nothing  else  to  acquaint  your  Honour  with, 
bat  Recommend  me  to  your  Favour  to  the  future^  and  am  with  my 
humble  Respects, 

May  it  please  your  Honour, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  Serv^ 

DAN.  CLAUS. 

P.  S. — Coll.  Johnson  is  at  present  in  Newyork^&  will  stay  there 
a  Couple  of  Weeks. 

Indorsed — 18**  January,  1754,  M'.  Claus's  Letter  to  the  Go- 
vernor. * 


John  €.  Hawkins  to  Joseph  Combes,  1754. 

Sir— 

I  &  my  Father  has  Sent  Several  times  to  you  to  Come  down  &  Pay 
the  Rent  of  the  Place  were  you  now  live  on,  but  Insted  of  Ever  Com* 
miDg  or  Sending  a  Civel  Answer,  you  have  said  You  would  hold  it 
under  Pensilvania  Bights,  &  would  Pay  no  Rent,^  In  Particular  I 
Bent  by  M'.  Peter  Butler,  but  all  in  Vain,  the  next  time  I  shall  Come 
my  self,  whioh  will  be  in  Little  time,  &  unless  you  Either  Come  or 
send  the  Bent  before,  you  may  Depend  I  will  tak?  Forceable  Entry 
by  a  Jury,  &  will  have  Satisfaction  for  The  Bent,  &  assure  you  that 
you  shani  Live  on  the  Plantafion  any  Longer  for  your  Insolent 
Behaviour,  from 

JNO.  STONE  HAWKINS. 

Frederick  Town,  Jan.  29%  1754. 

Dirteted-^ 

«  To  M^  Joseph  Coombes, 
**  at  Tanolaways. 

<'  ^  Balf  MatooQ." 

Indorsed — <' Joseph  Coombs,  at  ConoUoways.  Delivered  Mfv- 
1755/' 
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Gbobgb  Croohan  to  B.  Peters,  1754. 

Feb  8',  1753. 
8', 

Pershaant  to  y  orders,  I  have  wrote  y*  Goyemor  in  Large  all  ye 
News  I  Codld  hear  to  be  Depended  on,  and  given  him  a  fall  Aoonnt 
of  our  Proceeding  hear,  att  Logstown,  which  I  hope  will  be  agree- 
able to  his  honour.  You  Desired  I  might  Lett  you  know  what  ye 
Indians  Expected  of  ye  Government,  and  I  ashure  you  they  Expect 
a  Treading  house  &  to  be  Suply'd  with  Neceserys  to  Cary  on  ye  war 
against  ye  French,  Butt  I  Supose  if  ye  government  wold  Build  a 
Strong  Log'd  house  &  Stockead  itt  Round,  itt  wold  Do,  which  wold 
Nott  Cost  a  great  Dale,  and  I  think  ye  Treaders  Should  be  all  Caird 
there  to  Live  and  be  Lay'  under  some  Regulation,  and  then  ye 
Number  of  Treaders  who  getts  thire  Bread  by  ye  tread  wold  be  able 
to  Defend  that  house  with  ye  Asistance  of  ye  Indians,  which,  I  am 
of  opinion,  we  may  Depend  on,  if  we  asist  tbem.  I  shall  be  att  my 
house,  att  Aughick,  by  ye  20*^  of  this  Month,  and  I  hear  Inclose  my 
Acount  for  Carring  ye  goods,  which  if  ye  Asembly  will  Plese  to 
alow  ye  Plese  to  send  me,  by  M'.  Andrew  Montour.  I  have  been 
att  a  great  Loss  by  bring  out  those  goods,  in  Loosing  horses,  and  att 
Great  Expence  hear  Purchesing  Provisidis,  which  I  hope  ye  will 
menshon  to  ye  Assembly,  and  Lett  them  Inquier  of  M'.  Montour 
How  Expensiff  itt  is  to  transact  Publiok  Business  hear.  The  As- 
sembly stopt  £50  out  of  one  of  my  former  Acounts,  and  ^30  out  of 
ye  Last,  which  M*".  Noris  Promised  to  befrend  me  in  getting.  Plese 
make  my  Compliments  to  M'.  Norris  and  M^  Frankland.  If  I  hear 
any  News  During  my  stay  hear,  I  will  send  it  to  his  honour  aa  soon 
as  I  go  to  Aughick. 

I  am,  S', 

y  most  humble  Servant, 

GEO:  CROGHAN. 

P.  S. — Plem  to  Lett  his  honour  know  that  Lewes  Montour  has 
behaved  himself  very  well  sence  ho  Came  up  from  Philadelphia,  and 
I  must  acknowledge  to  his  honour  that  I  think  Now  I  was  Rong  in 
what  I  menshion'  of  him  to  his  honour.  M'.  Patten,  to  my  opi- 
nion, is  very  much  Bigotted  of  himself;  he  and  Andrew  Montour 
Dose  nott  agree  well.  If  there  Can't  be  a  stop  putt  to  Liquors 
Coming  to  ye  Woods,  No  Man  Can  pretent  to  Do  any  Publick  Ba- 
rineas  hear  for  ye  Government 

Directed — 
«  To  Richard  Peters,  Esq'., 

**  in  I^hiladelphia. 
«'  P  Feavor  of  M'.  Andrew  Montour." 

*  Indorsed — 1754. 


"SS'> 
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George  Croghan  to*  Gov,  H.,  1754. 

Feb  a*,  1753,  ) 

Suppos'd  to  be  1754.  j 
May  itt  Plese  jour  Honour, 

By  M**.  Androw  Montour  and  M'.  John  Patten  I  have  sent  y^ 
honour  ai  Copey  of  all  our  Proceedings  att  Logstown,  all  ye  News  I 
Could  hear  worth  menshoning  to  y  honour  I  have  Wrote,  your 
honour  will  see  By  ye  Indians'  Speeches,   that  they  are  in  high 
Speretfl  and  very  WiUing  to  Defend  themselves  from  the  Enemy, 
Provided  the  English  Goverments,  whome  they  Depend  upon,  will 
asiai  them,  they  Expect  y  honour  will  Imeadiettly  order  a  house 
Bull  to  keep  Nesesereys  in  to  Enable  them  to  Carrey  on  a  warr 
against  thbe  Enemy,  who   has  unready  Invaided  thire  Cuntry. 
Your  honour  will  see  by  ye  Indians'  Speech,  that  a  part  of  that 
Speech  sent  y'  honour  By  Lewes  Montour  must  have  been  forg*  by 
those  that  wrote  the  Speech  M'.  Montour  and  myself  brought.     Jo« 
seph  Campble,  who  was  ye  Interpreter  of  that  Speech,  and  the  In- 
dians face  to  face  when  ye  half  king  proved  that  there  was  Nott  a 
word  of  giveing  up  thire  Lands,  to  pay  ye  Treaders'  Debts  men* 
shoned.     There  is  another  Man,  one  John  Davison,  who  talks  a 
Litle  of  ye  Indian  Languidge,  and  makes  a  great  Deal  of  Disturb- 
anoe.     I  hope  y'  honour  will  order  such  Persons  outt  of  ye  Wood, 
for  they  Really  Do  a  Great  Dale  of  Mischeff. 

M'.  Montour  and  I  are  boath  of  opinion  that  if  y*"  Honour  should 
thing  Proper  to  build  a  Treading  house  that  the  Treaders  should  all 
be  Call'  together  att  that  plese  and  Lay'  under  some  Regulations, 
which  wold  be  a  Mains  of  securing  ye  Tread,  and  there  ye  Indians 
Could  be  well  suply'  and  the  Treaders  Run  no  Resque  of  being  Ta« 
ken  by  ye  French.  The  Indians  all  Intend,  as  soon  as  y  honour 
and  the  Govemer  of  Ycrginia  begins  to  Build,  to  gether  all  thire 
Waners  to  ye  Pleaces  where  y*  Build,  and  Nott  suffer  ye  French  to 
Come  Down  ye  River,  as  for  what  French  is  amongst  thorn  unready, 
as  soon  as  they  hear  of  ye  army  Coming  Down,  they  say  thev  will 
secure  them.  I  would  aweated  on  y'  honour  in  Company  witn  M^ 
Mountour  and  M'.  Patten,  Butt  that  M'.  Trent  is  Just  Come  outt 
with  ye  Yerginia  goods,  and  has  brought  a  quantity  of  Toules 
and  workmen  to  begin  a  fort,  and  as  he  Can't  talk  ye  Indian  Lan- 
guidge,  I  am  oblig*  to  stay  and  asist  him  in  Delivering  them  goods, 
which  is  M^  Montour's  adYice,  Butt  I  hope  to  be  att  my  house  att 
Aughiok,  by  ye  20*^  of  this  Instant,  where  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  y' 
honour's  answer  to  the  Indians,  as  Mr.  Montour  is  obliged  to  go  to 
ye  Six  Nations  on  a  Message  from  ye  Governor  of  Yerginia. 

Bfay  it  please  ye  honour  I  have  Reserved  a  part  of  ye  goods  Left 
in  my  hands,  by  ye  honour's  Commissioners,  for  this  Reson,  that  ye 
Shannas  att  ye  Lower  Shannatown  has  gott  no  part  of  this  Present, 
as  they  are  Likely  to  be  Struck  by  ye  French,  and  Othaways  Dowu 
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there :  iit  is  M'.  Montour's  an^my  opinion  that  there  should  he  one 
hundred  pounds  Worth  More  of  goods  aded  to  what  is  in  my  hands, 
and  sent  to  them,  if  ye  honour  Aproves  of  this,  as  there  is  no  pose- 
hility  of  sending  those  things  att.this  Time  of  ye  year  from  Phila- 
delphia :  ye  Ohio  Company  has  a  quantity  of  goods  hear  whi^h  the^ 
wo'id  sell  at  first  Cost,  if  ye  honour  will  Send  a  person  to  purchess 
them  with  Cash;  which  will  save  ye  Ezpence  of  Carridge  to  ye 
Oover<iment. 

I  am  y  honour's  Most  obedient 

and  most  Humble  Servant, 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 

Indorsed, 
Ffeb^  30,  1754,  George  .Croghan.      - 


GovEBNOR  Hamilton  to  Governor  of  Connecticut,  1754. 

Copy. 
Sir: 

I  have  received  Information  that  a  Party  of  your  Inhabitants  did 
some  time  ago  pass  thro  the  remote  Parts  of  this  Province,  on  their 
Way  to  Wyomink,  upon  Sasquehannah  River,  and  gave  out  that 
they  had  made  a  Purchase  of  those  Lands  from  the  Mohock  Indians, 
and  they  had  your  Authority  to  come  and  settle  them,  being  in- 
cluded within  the  Boundaries  of  the  Connecticut  Charter,  and  offered 
their  Titles  to  any  who  were  disposed  to  purchase ;  and  this,  tho  I 
have  disregarded  it  as  an  idle  Story  is  now  confirmed  by  Persons  of 
Character,  who  have  been  in  Connecticut,  and  assure  me  that  a  large 
Number  of  your  Inhabitants,  tho  without  the  Countenance  or  Know- 
ledge of  the  Government,  were  actually  preparing  to  remove  in  the 
Sprine  and  settle  some  of  the  Pennsylvania  Lands  on  Sasquehannah, 
depenaing  on  their  Indian  Title,  and  not  designing  to  pay  any  Re- 
gard to  the  Rights  of  our  Proprietaries,  or  apply  to  this  Govern- 
ment for  their  Leave  and  Authority. 

Tho  I  can  scarce  perswade  myself  that  any  considerable  Number 
would  engage  in  so  rash  and  unjust  a  Proceeding,  yet  as  it  may  be 
true,  tho  highly  improbable,  I  find  myself  obliged  to  communicate  to 
your  Honour  these  Informations,  and  entreat  You  would  be  pleased 
to  do  all  in  your  Power  to  prevent  these  People  from  putting  their 
Design  in  Execution,  assured  as  I  am,  that  if  they  make  the  Attempt 
they  will  involve  this  Province  in  an  endless  Scene  of  Trouble  and 
Confusion,  and  as  they  must  expect  Opposition,  it  may  prove  preju* 
dicial  to  the  Cause  of  the  Colonies ;  If,  as  it  is  very  probable  We 
shall  be  engaged  in  a  Wat  to  repel  the  French,  who  have  actually 
invaded  this  Province,  and  are  now  erecting  Forts  and  driving  away 
our  Traders  within  its  Limits,  a  Number  of  Strangers  should  come 
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tmongst  Us  and  forcibly  take  Possession  of  our  Lands,  what  can  his 
Majesty  or  the  other  Colonies  think  bat  that  they  are  Enemies  to 
their  Country,  and  design  to  hinder  this  QoTernment  from  exerting 
its  Force  against  the  common  Enemy,  by  raising  a  civil  War  within 
its  Bowds. 

I  beseech  your  Honour  farther  to  consider,  that  the  Six  Nations 
will  be  highly  offended  if  these  Lands  on  Sasquebannah  be  overrnn 
with  White  People,  for  they  are  their  favourite  Lunds  and  reserved 
for  their  Hunting,  and  many  oC^them  live  there,  and  they  have  the 
Faith  of  this  Oovernment,  solemnly  and  repeatedly  plighted,  that 
DO  White  People  shall  settle  there,  and  if  notwithstanding  these 
pablick  Engagements  they  shoud  now  be  settled,  I  will  not  answer 
for  the  Consequences,  they  may  not  only  turn  their  Arms  against 
the  Settlers  but  withdraw  themselves  from  our  Alliance,  which  might 
at  this  time  prove  the  Ruin  of  our  Affairs^  and  involve  the  Colonies 
in  endless  Bloodshed  and  Expence. 

I  cannot  conceive  how  the  Inhabitants  of  Connecticut,  whose  Laws 
as  well  as  Ours,  prohibit  and  render  invalid  all  private  Contracts 
with  the  Natives,  could  go  in  so  clandestine  a  manner  to  treat  with 
the  Mohocks  about  these  Lands,  surely  they  are  Worthy  of  much 
Censure  on  many  Accounts,  but  at  this  time  it  is  peculiarly  unfor- 
totiate,  as  it  may  create  a  Difference  between  the  Mohocks  and  tho 
Rest  of  the  Six  Nations,  between  whom  there  is  an  Agreement  that 
the  Mohocks  shall  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Lands  in  Pcnnsyl- 
vaoia,  nor  take  any  Part  of  the  Presents  received  for  them,  because 
they  have  already  had  more  than  their  Share  for  other  Lands^  and 
therefore  the  Mohocks  never  come  here  on  Treaties  for  Land. 

But  why  will  your  Inhabitants  chuse  such  a  disorderly  and  dan- 
gcroos  Way  of  obtaining  the  Possession  of  Lands  when  they  may 
have  a  legal  Settlement.  There  is  a  large  Extent  of  Country  in  the 
Western  Parts  of  this  Province,  and  That  of  Virginia  vacant,  and 
some  of  the  best  Lands  in  North  America.  If,  therefore,  any  con- 
siderable Number  of  Families  want  to  remove  and  are  minded  to 
settle  these  Lands,  I  make  no  doubt  but  our  Proprietaries  will  be 
glad  to  give  them  good  Encouragement,  and  if  thoy  encline  that  I 
shall  write  in  their  favour,  I  will  cheerfully  do  it  at  your  Instance, 
and  press  them  to  return  a  speedy  Answer,  which  may  arrive  here 
tine  enough  for  the  Planters  to  go  and  view  these  Western  Parts  in 
the  Winter,  and  prepare,  if  they  find  them  agreeable,  for  their  Re- 
moval IS  early  as  the  Season  in  the  Spring  will  permit. 

Or  if  the  Lands  of  Virginia  shall  be  found  more  agreeable,  I  will 
recommend  them  to  that  Government  who  have  lately  made  a  Law 
for  the  Encouragement  of  New  Settlers,  and  Both  Oovernments 
will  not  fail  to  obtain  for  them  the  Friendship  and  kind  Assistances 
of  the  Indians  in  those  PartS;  in  whichsoever  of  the  Two  they  shall 
chase  to  settle. 

Shoud  any  of  your  Inhabitants  be  desirous  to  enquire  of  onr 
CoDstitation  and  the  Quality  of  the  Lands  in  the  nncuUivated  Part 
Vol,  IL— « 
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of  the  Provinoe,  they  will  receive  an  impartial  Aceoant  of  them 
from  the  Oentleman  who  is  oharged  with  this  Letter,  who  is  a  Mem- 
ber of  Assembly  and  the  Proprietary  Surveyor  over  SasquehaDnahy 
and  well  acquainted  with  the  Lands  not  yet  appropriated ;  for  these 
Reasons  I  have  prevailed  upon  him  to  take  this  Journey,  that  he 
might  answer  any  Questions,  and  give  Satisfaction  in  all  Points  ne- 
cessary to  be  known  in  this  matter,  and  I  crave  Leave  to  recommend 
him  to  your  Honour  as  a  Qentleman  whose  Relations  may  be  received 
with  the  utmost  Confidence  in  whatever  he  be  desired  to  give  an  ^ 
Account  of. 

I  am  perswaded  your  Honour  will  perceive  the  dangerous  Conse- 
quences that  must  needs  attend  the  Settlement  of  the  Sasqueban- 
nah  Lands  by  your  People  in  the  manner  they  propose,  under  the 
present  Circumstances  of  Affairs,  that  it  cannot  fail  to  exasperate 
the  Indians,  raise  a  Civil  War  in  the  Province  and  distract  the  Go- 
vernment, at  a  time  when  all  the  Attention  I  am  Master  of  may  be 
wanted  to  conduct  the  momentous  concerns  of  the  Public,  execute 
his  Majesties  Command  and  preserve  the  Colonies  from  falling  a 
Prey  to  our  Enemies.  Suffer  me  -then  to  repeat  my  Request,  that 
You  woud  please  to  detain  your  People  at  home,  and  prevail  with 
them  to  hearken  to  sober  and  moderate  Counsels,  which  in  the  end 
will  prove  more  to  their  Advantage.    I  am  with  sincere  Esteem^ 

Your  Honours 

most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

JAMES  HAMILTON. 

Philadelphia,  i^  March,  1754. 

To  the  Honourable  Roger  Wolcott,  Esquire,  Governor  and  Comman- 
der in  Chief  of  His  Majesties  Province  of  Connecticut,  at  Wind- 
sor. 

Read  in  Council^  12  March,  1754. 


Governor  Hamilton's  Letter  to  the  Deputy  Gov'r.  op 

Connecticut, 

Sir : 

Hearing  that  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Connecticut  are  pre- 
paring to  come  and  settle  some  Lands  in  this  province  in  a  forcible 
manner,  and  being  apprehensive  that  it  may  be  of  bad  consequence 
at  a  Time  when  we  may  be  probably  be  engaged  in  a  War  to  repel 
the  Hostile  Attempts  of  the  French,  I  have  wrote  a  Letter  to  Gov- 
ernor W.olcott  on  this  Subject,  and  take  the  freedom  to  enclose  you 
a  Copy  of  it,  luid  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  your  Assistance 
in  this  Affair. 

I  have  not  the  Honour  of  a  Personal  Acquaintance  with  you,  yet 
I  am  told  the  people  have  a  great  Esteem  for  yoa,  and  Dependance 

*  See  answer  of  T.  Fitcb,  Maroh  18,  p. 
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on  your  Jndgmfnl,  whieh,  I  flatter  myselfi  will  be  faToonibfo  to  thia 
Application. 

I  should  Dot  doubt  of  ^access  if  yoa  would  bo  pleased  to  join 
joac  influeucea  with  his  Honour's  ia  setting  this  matter  in  a  true 
liigbt. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  Gentleman  who  deliyers  this  Letter 
to  your  notice  and  Ciyilitics,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  our  Con- 
stitution and  the  Quality  of  the  vacant  Lands  within  this  Province, 
and  well  qualified  to  give  your  People  satisfaction  in  any  points  they 
may  want  to  know.    I  am  with  perfect  Esteem  and  Begard^ 

Your  Honour's 

most  Obedient 

humble  Servant, 

JAMES   HAMILTON. 
Philadelphia, 

4  March,  1754. 
The  Honorable  Thomas  Fitche,  Esq'. 


Examination  of  Mr.  Pattbn,  March  2,  1754.^ 

An  Aecount  of  the  Examination  of  M^  Patten  and  M'.  Montour, 
by  the  Assembly,  on  the  Governor's  laying  before  the  House  the 
Grounds  of  his  Assurance  .that  the  Invasion  of  the  French  ia 
within  the  Limits  of  the  Province,  6^  March,  1754,  in  the  after- 
aoon. 

First  Qaeation  to  M*".  Patten  and  M'.  Montour. 

The  Governor  has  laid  before  the  House  a  Paper  given  by  You 
Two,  containing  an  account  of  the  Road  to  Ohio.  Did  You  give  it, 
and  Is  it  a  true  Account. 

Answer.  Patten  thinks  this  was  the  Question,  but  does  not  re- 
member it  exactly,  however,  all  the  Answer  was,  Yes. 

2*  Question.  Do  you  know  any  more  relating  to  this  Affair  of 
consequence,  than  what  You  have  given  in  J 

Answer.  Patten  answered,  I  do  not  remember  any  more  that  ia 
of  consequence  at  present.  Here  is  my  Map  of  the  Road,  I  have 
now  put  into  it  a  Table  of  the  Trader's  Oomputations  as  I  took  them 
from  the  Traders.  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  put  it  in  at  first, 
because  You  had  my  Journal. 

3'  Question.  Did  You  ever  know  that  the  Road  to  Ohio  has  been 
measured? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  I  believe  it  never  was.  Whenever  it  shall  be 
measured,  I  believe  it  will  be  less  than  I  have  made  it  in  my  Map, 
for  I  am  rather  over  than  under. 

4^  Question.     What  Way  did  You  take  to  know4t  f 

Answer.  ^  No  other  Way  than  by  the  Eye. 

The  Speaker  said  he  would  not  detain  them  longer,  and  asked  ^^ 

*See  Colon.  RecordSi  YoL  Y.  p.  760. 
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Memben  if  they  would  be  pleased  to  ask  any  more  Questions.    No 
more  Questions  being  put;  M'.  Montour  and  M*'.  Patten  withdrew. 

Indorted. 
John  Patten's  Examination  before  the  Honse^  6  Marcb^  1754. 


.  The  Examination  of  a  French  Deserter,  1754.* 

7th  March,  1754. 

Jean  Baptiste  Pidon,  a  French  Deserter,  being  examined,  says 
that  he  is  a  Lorrainer,  born  near  Nancy ;  that  he  was  a  Desrter  from 
the  Army  in  Old  France,  but  upon  the  Publication  of  a  general  Par- 
don from  the  King  of  France,  he  returned  into  the  Service  in  1 750, 
and  was  sent  to  Canada  the  next  Year  and  placed  at  Montreal.  That 
in  the  Spring,  1753,  Sixteen  Hundred  Men,  Canadians  and  Regular 
Forces,  of  which  he^was  one,  were  sent  on  an  Expedition  to  la  Belle 
lliviere,  and  that  Six  Hundred  Men  more  had  been  sent  away  in  the 
Winter  Time.  That  they  went  in  Bateaus  thro'  the  Lake  Ontario 
and  the  Streight^  of  Niagara,  and  sailed  Six  or  Seven  Days  in  Lake 
Erie,  After  which  they  landed  and  began  to  build  a  Fort  on  an  Emi- 
nence, about  one  hundred  yards  from  the  Bank  of  the  Lake,  which 
they  called  Duquisne,  the  Name  of  their  General,  the  Marquis  Du- 
quisne.  Here  the  Six  Hundred  Men,  who  had  left  Canada  in  the 
Winter,  came  to  them.  That  the  Army  cut  a  Way  thro'  the  Woods, 
Eight  French  Leagues  at  least,  if  not  more,  to  the  Riviere  aux  BtBufsj 
and  there  they  began  another  Fort.  That  he,  among  many  others, 
was  employed  in  falling  and  haling  Timber,  and  were  compelled  to 
do  very  laborious  Service,  that  there  were  Victuals  enough  at  the 
Upper  Fort,  but  not  always  enough  at  the  Second  Fort.  That  Num- 
bers deserted,  and  M*".  Joncaire,  the  Interpreter,  who  had  the  care  of 
Matters  did  not  mind  it,  but^ewofe  at  the  Rest  and  bid  them  be  gone 
to  the  English,  where  they  could  get  Bread.  That  no  more  than 
Ten  Indians  accompanied  them  from  Canada,  who  were  employed  ia 
Hunting  for  the  Cooomaoder.  That  Eight  Hundred  returned  to 
Canada — that  he  deserted  in  the  month  of  August,  and  that  there 
were  Twelve  Hundred  Men  in  Garrison  in  the  Upper  Fort  who  were 
to  continue  there  all  the  Winter,  and  that  they  were  making  Maga- 
zines and  great  Works  there ;  that  he  heard  the  Second  Fort  was 
finished  and  had  Five  Hundred  Men  in  it.  ? 

J.  B.  PIDON.* 
Sworn  before  me  at  Philadelphia, ) 

this  19**  March,  1754.  j 

Will.  Allen,  Chief  Justice. 

Indorsed. 

Deposition  of  French  Deserter,  Jean  Baptiste  Pidon.  7  Maroh^ 
1764. 

♦  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  V.  p.  760. 
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Gov'a  Sharp  to  Gov'h.  Hamilton,  1754. 

Sir: 

I  am  eztreemlj  sorry  to  hear  of  your  lodisposition,  from  which  I 
most  sincerely  wish  you  the  speediest  Recovery.  I  think  myself 
much  obliged  by  Your  ready  Compliance  with  my  Request,  in  per- 
mitting  Daniel  Teseron,  on  whom  I  am  glad  to  hear  a  puiAshment 
in  some  measure  proportionate  to  his  Deserts,  has  been  already  in- 
flicted, to  be  delivered  .up  to  an  Officer  who  waits  on  yon  with  my 
Instructions  to  take  custody  of  &  convey  him  hither. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect, 

Sir,  Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant, 

HOR'O.  SHARPE. 

Annapolis, 
March  12, 1754. 


A  Letter  from  Governor  Fitch  to  Governor  Hamilton. 

Hartford,  13"^  March,  1754. 
Sir: 

As  I  am  favoured  with  the  Honour  of  your's  of  the  fourth  Instant* 
by  M'.  Armstrong,  at  a  time  I  am  obliged  to  attend  publick  Busi- 
ness from  home,  I  can  only  just  signify  that  I  have  perused  your's  to 
Oovemor  Wolcott^  as  well  as  that  to  me,  do  well  approve  of  the  no- 
tice you  take  of  the  attempt  some  of  the  people  of  this  Colony  are 
making,  and  the  concern  you  manifest  for  the  general  Peace  of  the 
British  Interest  and  his  Majesties  Service  which  so  much  depend  on 
a  regular  proceeding  in  such  Affairs,  I  know  nothing  of  any  thing 
done  by  the  Government  to  countenance  such  a  procedure  as  you 
intimate,  and  I  conclude,  is  going  on  among  some  of  our  People.  I 
shall,  in  all  proper  ways,  use  my  interest  to  prevent  any  thing  that 
may  tend  any  way  to  prejudice  the  General  good  of  these  Govern- 
ments ;  and  am  inclined  to  believe  this  wild  scheme  of  our  People 
will  come  to  notfiing,  th'o  I  cant  certainly  say.  I  heartily  dcisire  a 
good  harmony  may  subsist  between  your  Government  and  others, 
and  This  in  particular.  I  need  not  if  had  time  enlarge,  seeing  the 
worthy  Bearer  of  your's  (with  whose  Conversation  and  AcoAint  con- 
cerning those  affairii  I  was  well  satisfied  and  delighted,)  has,  I  sap- 
pose,  received  from  Governor  Wolcott  a  more  full  and  satisfiictory 
answer  to  your  Honour.    You'll  please  to  command  me  further  in 

*  See  page  122. 
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thia  or  in  any  other  affair  Yon  sball  think  proper;  all  which  shall 
be  duly  honoured  by  him^  may  it  please  your  Honour^  who  is 

Your  Honours 

obedient  humble  Scrv'i 

THOS.  FITCH. 
GovBRNOB  Hamilton.  «* 

A  True  Copy, 

Richard  Peters, 

Secretary, 


A  Lbtter  from  Governor  Wolcott  to  Govbrkor 

Hamilton. 

Windsor,  March  13, 1754. 
Sir, 

Yonr's  of  ^the  fourth  Instant  is  read,  and  I  hope  that  by  your  Let- 
ter and  my  Qisoourse  with  M'.  Armstrong,  I  am  now  better  inform- 
ed than  before,  of  the  State  of  the  Susquehannah  Lands. 

It  is  with  concern  that  we  in  these  parts  of  the  Country  hear  con- 
tinually news  that  the  French  are  blocking  up  the  avenues  of  the 
Country  North  and  West,  and  encroaching  upon  the  Lands  belonging 
to  the  Crowns  of  Great  Britain }  we  fear  that  this  is  very  much  from 
a  Baekwardnesa  in  the  Western  Governments  in  promoting  New  Set- 
tlements, and  there  being  now,  no  ;nnimpropriated  Lands  with  ii9| 
some  of  our  Inhabitants  bearing  of  this  Land  at  Sasquehannah, 
«nd  that  it  was  North  of  the  Grant  made  to  M'.  Penn  and  that  to 
Virginia,  are  upon  a  design  of  making  a  purchase  of  the  IndiaDs^ 
and  hope  to  obtain  a  grant  of  it  from  the  Crown.  This  appearing 
to  be  a  design  to  promote  his  Majesties  Interest  and  render  the 
Country  more  defenoible,  we  were  all  well  wishers  to  it. 

But  M'.  Armstrong  informs  me  that  this  Land  is  certainly  within 
M^  Penn's  Grant ;  if  so,  I  don't  suppose  our  people  had  any  par^ 
pose  to  Quarrel  with  Pennsylvania.  Indeed,  I  dont  know  .the  mind 
of  every  private  Man,  but  I  never  heard  our  leading  Men  express 
themselves  so  inclined. 

Your  proposal  to  move  M^  Penn  and  the  Government  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  promote  new  Settlements  in  the  easiest  manner,  if  effected, 
may  turn  the  I^es  of  our  people  that  way,  and  it  is  but  reasonable 
that  the  Lands  so  far  from  the  Sea  and  on  the  Frontier,  should  have 
the  Settlers  on  it  encouraged  in  my  Opinion ;.  You  may  serve  Your 
King,  }9ttr  Proprietaries  and  your  Country  in  promoting  this  Scheme, 
and  this  may  probably  draw  many  of  our  people  to  settle  in  those 
parts,  which  I  hope  will  prove  oidcrly  and  industrious  Inhabitants^ 
and  being  used  to  War,  may  be  of  good  service  on  that  account 

*  See  p.  120. 
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*  This  seems  to  be  the  time,  if  ever,  to  promote  so  good  a  Work, 
and  if  omitted,  may  prove  our  last  Opportunitv. 

We  in  New  England,  from  cur  Beginning,  have  often  bad  bard 
Wars  with  the  French  and  Indians,  and  have  hitherto  made  our  part 
good  with  them,  it  is  probable  the  War  will  enkindle  in  the  Western 
parts,  and  jou  must  come  to  a  push  with  the  French,  which  shall  be 
the  Masiters  of  the  Country,  in  which  case,  every  man  will  be  ser- 
viceable  according  to  his  Strength  of  Body  and  Resolution  of  mind ; 
the  resolution  of  the  soldier  will  be  very  much  in  fighting  for  his 
Country  according  to  his  Interest  fn  it,  and  if  I  must  go  out,  let  mo 
have  an  Army  of  Freeholders  or  Freeholders  Sons. 

I  have  seen  an  Instance  of  this  in  the  Seige  of  Louisburg:  We 
had  but  about  3700  Men,  and  before  we  had  done,  about  700  of 
these  were  lost  or  invalids.  With  these  we  beat  the  French  at  our 
Landing  and  beset  the  City.  The  Walls  were  34,  30  and  some 
places  20  feet  high  from  the  Bottom  of  the  French  and  built  so  regu- 
kr,  that  one  or  more'  Cannon  swept  every  face  of  it.  The  Trench . 
was  11  Feet  deep  and  10  Rods  wide,  without  is  a  picket  and  Qlazing, 
on  the  Walls  were  mounted  101  Cannon  and  78  Swivels,  in  the  Town 
were  Five  Mortars  and  all  Warlike  Stores,  besides  this,  we  had  the 
Grand  Battery  and  Island  Battery  to  subdue,  in  the  Town  were  2100 
Men  and  Lads  able  to  bear  Arms,  before  these  Walls  we  lay  49  Days 
boufly  expecting  an  Army  the  Enemy  had  raised  to  take  Annapolis 
would  be  upon  our  Baoks.  We  advanced  our  Battery  within  forty  rods 
of  their  Walls,  and  as  we  accounted,  received  from  them  9000  great 
Shot  and  Bombs.  The  Ground  about  our  Battery  was  plowed  like  a 
Com  Field,  yet  I  never  heard  a  man  in  this  Time  (excepting  those 
in  the  Hospital,)  move  to  go  home  till  we  had  taken  the  City— «nd 
we  took  it,  but  how,  God  gave  us  the  victory,  but  commonly  speak- 
ing,  it  was  because  our  Soldiers  were  Freeholders  and  Freeholders 
ISooa  and  had  a  Sense  of  Interest  in  the  Country  and  Liberty,  and 
the  Men  vrithin  the  Walls  were  mercenary  Troops. 

Whenever  the  War  commences  with  you,  I  think  a  small  Army 
of  such  Men  well  appointed  and  Disciplined,  will  soon  convince  the 
French  of  their  Error  in  provoking  and  insulting,  of  vou ;  I  think  a 
few  of  them  will  be  more  than  a  Match  for  a  multitude  of  their 
Plebes  brought  up  in  Slavery  and  have  nothing  to  fight  for  or  their 
own. 

This  brings  to  mind  a  Story  a  Gentleman  told  me,  that  he  went 
in  to  see  bis  Negro  Man  then  dying,  and  seeing  him  just  gonci  said 
to  him,  Coffee,  Yon  are  just  going,  are  you  not  sorry  ?  No,  says  tho 
fellow,  Master,  the  loss  wont  be  mine. 

Pardon  the  length  of  this  Letter,  and  be  assured  that  I  am. 

Your  Honour's  ^ 

most  Obedient 

very  humble  Servant. 
R.  WOLCOTT. 
The  Honorable  James  Hamilton,  Esq'. 
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Indorsed. 

Letters  between  the  Gov'  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Gov"  of  Con- 
nectiout. — Relating  to  the  Attempts  of  the  Connecticut  People  set- 
tling Lands  in  Pennsylvania,  In  1754. 


BoABD  OF  Trade  on  Jersey  Paper  Money,  1764. 

To.  the  Right  Honble  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  his  Majestja 
most  Honourable  Privy  Council  for  Plantation  Affairs : 

My  Lords : 

Pursuant  to  your  Lordships  Orders,  dated  the  18'^  of  December 
last,  We  have  had  under  our  Consideration  the  bumble  Petition  of 
the  llouse  of  Representatives  of  the  Colony  of  New  Jersey,  in  Ge- 
neral Assembly  met,  and  the  humble  remonstrance  of  Richard  Par- 
tridge, Agent  for  the  said  Colony  to  his  Majesty,  humbly  Prayios 
for  the  reasons  therein  contained,  that  his  Majesty  will  be  pleased 
to  grant  his  Royal  Leave  to  the  Governor  to  give  his  Assent  to  a 
Bill,  for  making  Current  Sixty  Thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit 
npon  the  like  footing  of  those  heretofore  emitted  in  that  Colony  bj 
his  Majesties  Consent ;  And  having  been  attended  by  Mr.  Partridge, 
with  Mr.  Field,  his  Council,  and  heard  what  they  had  to  offer  in  sup- 
port-of  the  Allegations  of  the  said  Petition  and  Remonstrance.  We 
beg  Leave  to  acquaint  your  Lordships. 

That  the  Bills  of  Credit  Created  and  issued  in  New  Jersey,  in  the 
Year  1730  &  1733,  on  the  Model  of  which  the  Assembly  of  that 
Province,  now  pray  leave  to  emit  the  further  Sum  of  Sixty  Thou- 
sand Pounds,  were  Lent  out  to  the  Inhabitants  upon  Land  Sccnritj 
of  Double  the  Value  of  the  Sum  Lent  at  five  Percent  Interest,  and 
were  made  Current,  and  a  legal  Tender  in  all  Payments,  and  for  the 
discharge  of  all  Debts  and  Contracts  whatsoever,  during  the  term  of 
Sixteen  Years. 

That  it  has  been  represented  to  ua  that  the  i?:suing  Bills  of  Credit 
upon  Loan,  within  this  Province,  has  been  found  to  be  the  least 
burthensome  method  of  Leveying  Taxes  for  the  Support  of  Crovern- 
ment,  and  has  also  been  of  great  Service  in  enabling  the  Inhabitants 
to  extend  and  Improve  their  Trade  &  Settlements,  and  that  as  they 
have  little  or  no  Silver  or  Grold  Circulating  in  the  Province,  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  have  Carried  on  their  Trade  &  dealings  with- 
out some  such  medium :  That  as  the  time  of  the  Continuance  of  the 
Currency  of  these  Bills  is  now  expired,  and  the  whole  of  them  En- 
tirely Sunk  and  destroyed^  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  Acts, 
except  about  three  thousand  Pounds,  which  is  Still  outstanding,  tho' 
without  any  Currency  as  a  Legal  Tender,  the  Province  will  ve  re- 
duced to  the  greatest  distress  and  disabled  from  Carrying  on  Trado^ 
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or  raising  Supplies  for  the  support  of  Qovemment;  nnless  relieved 
by  a  new  Emission. 

From  the  Evidence  laid  before  ns  of  the  Effect  &  Operation  of 
the  Bills  of  Credit  formerly  Issued  in  this  Province^  and  from  the 
representation  of  Persons  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  Paper 
3Ioney  in  General^  We  are  inclined  to  believe  that  a  moderate  Quan- 
tity Issued  upon  proper  Security,  and  having  a  proper  fund  for  its 
redemption,  within  a  Limited  Time  may  Operate  to  the  advantage  of 
a  Trading  Colony,  serve  to  Improve  &  extend  the  Settlement  of  it^ 
and  may  also  be  the  least  burthensome  Method  for  Levying  Money 
for  the  support  of  Government ;  but  we  can  by  no  means  agree  in 
Oppinion  with  the  Petitioners,  that  the  making  such  a  Paper  Mony 
a  Legal  Tender  in  all  Payments  is  either  necessary  or  Proper,  but 
on  the  Contrary  has  been  declared  by  Parliment,  in  a  Resolution 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the  25^  of  April,  1740,  To  be  a  frus- 
trating of  the  Act  of  the  6*^  of  Queen  Anne,  for  ascertaining  the 
rates  of  foreign  Coins  in  the  Plantations,  And  to  have  been  a  great 
discouragement  to  the  Commerce  of  this  Kingdom,  by  occasioning  a 
Confnnon  in  dealings  &  a  lessening  of  Credit  in  those  Parts/    It  is 
also  contrarv  to  the  Sense  of  Parliament,  expressed  in  the  Act 
ktely  passed  for  restraining  Paper  Bills  of  Credit  in  the  four  Colo- 
nejs  of  New  England :  and,  therefore,  if  his  Majesty,  out  of  his 
Paternal  regard  and  Indulgence  to  this  ease  and  Convenience  of  his 
Subjects  in  New  Jersey,  and  in  order  to  restore  the  peace  and  Quiet 
of  the  Province,  and  Conciliate  the  difference  which  have  long  sub- 
sisted therein,  shou'd  be  graciously  Pleased  to  allow  of  a  New  Emis- 
sion of  Sixty  thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  upon  the  Terms 
of  the  former  Emissions }  We  think  it  ought  to  be  made  an  Ex- 
press Condition,  that  such  Bills  of  Credit  should  not  be  declared  to 
De  Legal  Tenders  in  Payment  of  any  Debts^  Dues  or  Demands  what- 
soever.   We  are  also  of  Opinion,  that  it  ought  to  be  made  a  Condi- 
tion of  his  Majestys  Consenting  to  this  Emission :  that  the  Inter- 
est arising  from  the  Loan  of  the  Bills  shall,  during  their  continu- 
tnoe,  be  appropriated  to  all  the  Established  and  Contingent  Services 
of  Government,  and  be  issued  by  Warrant  from  the  Governor  and 
Council  only,  and  that  in  order  to  prevent  any  further  doubts  or 
Objeetions,  a  Clause  for  that  purpose  be  either  prepared  here,  to  be 
inserted  verbatim  in  the  Act  for  the  Emission,  or  that  a  Draught  of 
the  Bill)  with  a  Clause  to  that  Effect,  be  Transmitted  hither^  before 
the  Governor  be  allowed  to  give  his  Assent  to  it. 

By  such  a  Provision  as  this,  his  Majesty's  Service,  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  Province,  will  be  supported  and  carried  on  with  great 
ease  and  stability,  and  the  Charges  of  it  Provided  for  in  a  better 
manner  than  by  the  Present  method  of  Passing  Temporary  or  An- 
nual Acts,  which  sometimes  take  Effect  before  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
can  be  known  upon  them. 

If  your  Lordships  shou'd  be  of  this  opinion,  We  would  propose 
that  an  Instruction  shou'd  be  given  to  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey, 

6*  • 
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conformable  thereto,  wiih  directions,  however,  not  to  take  any  one 
step  towards  the  Execution  of  it,  until  all  the  Bills  for  the  former 
emission  in  1730  &  1733,  now  outstanding,  shall  be  finally  sunk 
and  destroyed. 

We  are. 
My  Lords, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obed^ 

and  most  humble  Servants, 

DUNK  HALIFAX, 
J.  GREENVILLE, 
FRAN.  FANE. 
J   PITT 

Whitman,  March  18, 1754. 

IndorteiL 

Report  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  the  Lords  of  Privy  Council,  on 
Jersey  Paper  Money,  Act  18  March,  1754. 


Gov.  Sharp  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  1754. 

Sir: 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  acquaint  You  with  a  Complaint,  which  haa 
been  made  to  me  against  a  certain  William  Killing,  an  Officer  under 
Pensilyania  Govern^,  Surveyour  of  Kent  upon  Delaware,  for  survey- 
ing &  laying  out  for  one  Soger  Adams,  of  Maryland,  a  Tsact  of 
Land,  lying  between  William  Owings's  Bridge  &  Marshy  Hope 
Bridge,  on  the  North  Side  of  Dorchester  County  Road,  on  a  Branch 
of  Nanticoke,  within  the  Settlements  &  undoubted  Limits  of  this 
Province :  &  hos  included  in  the  said  Survey  about  fifty  Acres  of  a 
Tract  of  Land  called  Taylor's  Chance,  surveyed  forty- two  Years 
since  for  one  Edward  Taylor,  who  at  the  same  time  procured  patent 
for  it  from  the  Maryland  Land  Office. 

Well  assured  of  Your  Disposition  to  prevent  by  all  means  any 
Disputes,  which  the  Orders  I  must  give  upon  such  Proceedings  may 
raise  between  the  two  Provinces,  I  submit  this  to  Your  Honour's 
Consideration,  &  hope  that  Examination  being  made  into  this  Affair, 
Ypu  will  give  such  i>irections  as  may  prevent  any  Occasion  of  farther 
Complaint 

M^  Peters's  in  favour  of  Captain  Blair,  I  have  received  &  shall 
ever  take  the  greatest  pleasure  in  executing  Your  farther  Commands. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem, 
Your  Honour's 

Most  obed*.  humb.  Serv*, 

HORO.  SHARPE. 
Annapolis,  March  20, 1754. 
Indaned.'-Qor.  Sharpe,  20**  Mafch,  1754. 
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DsposiTiOK  op^oHN  Trotteb,  1754. 

PeDDSjIvaniai  to  wit : 

John  Trotter,  of  the  Township  of  Paxtang,  in  the  County  of 
Lancaster  and  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  Indian  Trader,  aged  Thirty 
Year^  being  Sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  deposeth  and  aaith, 
that  He  served  an  Apprenticeship  to  Rol^rt  Young,  a  Planter  in  the 
s^id  County,  and  afterwards  followed  the  Indian  Trade ;  that  some- 
time in  the  Summer,  1752,  he  being  in  Partnership  with  Timothy 
Beerdon,  bought  of  Thomas  MoKee  of  the  said  County  of  Lancaster, 
Indian  Trader,  an  Assortment  of  Indian  Goods,  for  which  they  con- 
tracted to  give  him  four  hundred  Pounds,  Current  Money  of  this 
Province,  with  which  Cargo  he  this  Deponent  went  to  Allegany,  to 
an  Indian  Delaware  Town,  called  Attiga,  an  antient  Town  Inhabited 
by  DeUwares,  as  he  has  frequently  heard  from  their  own  Mouths 
for  fifty  years  past,  situate  on  the  River  Ohio,  pretty  near  half  way 
between  Log?  Town  and  Weningo,  according  to  the  Course  of  the 
Biver,  but  as  the  said  River  has  here  a  very  large  Bent,  it  is  not 
on  a  Straight  line  at  a  greater  distance  as  this  Deponent  believes 
from  Weningo  than  Logs  Town,  and  for  the  Reason  of  his  belief,  he 
says,  that  he  has  Walked  on  foot  from  Logs  Town  to  Weningo  in 
two  Days,  and  from  Attiga  to  Weningo  in  the  same  space  of  time; 
this  Deponent  further  says,  that  he  staid  in  Attiga  trading  with  the 
Indians  till  the  fourteenth  day  of  last  August,  when  he  left  it  with 
two  Horse  Loads  of  Indian  Goods,  an4  the  next  day  as  he  was 
about  to  pass  the  river  opposite  to  Weningo,  in  Company  with 
James  McLaughlen,  an  hired  Servant  of  his,  a  party  of  French  Men, 
in  Number  one  hundred  and  ten,  came  and  Seized  them  and  their 
Horses,  took  away  the  Goods,  and  Bound  this  Deponent  and  the 
said  McLaughlen  with  Indian  Hopples,  made  of  Wild  Hemp,  in 
their  Anna  and  Xegs ;  the  next  day  they  tied  them  both  together, 
and  drove  them  before  them,  but  the  Woods  being  too  thick  to 
Admit  of  Traveling  in  this  manner,  they  loosed  them  after  some  time, 
and  on  the  third  day  after  they  left  Weningo,  they  came  to  a  New 
Fort  built  on  the  side  of  one  of  the  Lakes  of  Canada,  where  this 
Deponent  saw  the  French  had  cut  a  Road,  and  where  they  were 
bawling  great  Guns  along  the  Road  to  a  place  where  they  were 
going  to  erect  another  Fort.  This  Deponent  further  says,  that  they 
were  put  into  Irons,  and  Confined  in  an  out  house,  and  a  Guard  was 
Set  ovet  them  \  here  they  stayed  four  days,  and  then  were  put  on 
board  a  Batteau,  and  carried  along  the  Lake  to  a  small  Wooden 
Fort  situate  at  the  head  thereof,  and  from  thence  they  were  the 
next  day  put  into  a  Cart,  and  set  out  about  noon,  and  came  to  a 
km  Stone  Fort  at  night,  where  they  stayed  two  or  three  Hours, 
and  then  were  pot  on  Board  another  Batteau,  furnished  with  Sails 
and  Oars,  and  &uling  along  another  of  th3  large  Lakes  they  arrived 
at  Fort  Cateraqui,  and  from  thence  were  cariR^  by  Water  to  Mr 
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treal|  haying  remained  in  Irons  dtfring  the  whole  Voyage.  At 
Montreal,  the  said  Deponent  and  the  said  McLanghlen  were  pot 
into  Jajl.  and  staid  there  four  DajSy  when  thej  were  pat  on  Board 
a  Sloop,  being  there  in  Irons,  and  carried  to  Quebec,  where  tbej 
were  again  put  into  Jail  for  thirty  days,  after  which  they  were 
together  with  Jacob  Evans,  another  English  Trader  of  the  PrOviooe 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  was  likewise  taken  prisoner,  put  on  Board  a 
Han  of  War  of  thirty-six  Guns,  and  arriv'd  at  Rochel,  and  there  put 
iato  Jayl  for  thirty  Days,  having  only  Bread  and  Water  for  their 
Sustenance  *,  and  then  the  Commanding  Officer,  one  HcNemarrow, 
set  them  at  Liberty  and  gave  them  a  Pass,  with  which  they  Begged 
their  way  to  Bouideauz,  and  this  Deponent,  together  with  Jacob' 
Evans,  embarqued  on  Board  the  Betty  and  Sally,  Captain  Snead, 
bound  for  this  City,  where  they  Arrived  on  Saturdav,  the  sixteenth 
Instant  That  James  McLauffhlen  was  left  behind  at  Boordeaux 
for  want  of  Coaveniencies  in  the  Vessel. 

his 
JOHN  X  TROTTER, 
mark. 

Sworn,  before  William  Allen,  Eflq^,  Chief  Justice  of  the  said 
Province,  at  Philadelphia,  the  Twenty-second  Day  of  March,  One 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

WILL :  ALLEN. 

Indorted. — 22^  March,  1754.   Copy,  Deposidon  of  John  Trotter. 


GEORas  CaoGHAN  TO  R.  Peters,  1754. 

March  y  23*,  1753-4. 

S': 

I  am  Sorry  to  hear  y*  Asembley  was  Nott  Convenoed  of  y*  absolute 
Nesesatty,  (here  is  att  present  of  assisting  y*  Indians,  whos  Cuntry 
is  Invaided  by  a  Number  of  French,  and  I  hear  Likewise  they  are 
in  Suspence  whether  Ohio  will  fall  any  part  of  itt  within  this  pro- 
vince ;  I  am  Surprised  to  think  that  the  Gentelmen  of  Philadelphia 
are  So  Litle  aquainted  with  y«  back  parts  of  this  Province,  for  I 
ashure  you  that  from  y  three  Springs,  (which  is  About  Eight  Milea 
west  from  My  house,  and  Cartanly  Some  Miles  Est  frcmi  Philip 
Dayeys,)  butt  70  Miles  to  y«  Lowrel  Hill,  y«  Road  we  Now  Travel, 
which  I  Supose  may  be  About  50  od  Miles  on  a  Streat  Course,  and 
from  Lowrel  Hill  to  Shanopens  is  butt  46  Mile,  as  y«  Road  Now 
goes,  which  I  Sopose  may  U  3D  od  Miles  on  a  Streat  Line,  what 
Distance  y«  throe  Springs  may  be  from  Philadelphia,  I  Can't  tell, 
Butt  I  think  itt  Can't  be  Above  140  Miles  on  a  Sireat  Line,  and  I 
aahure  you  from  where  the  Alegania  Road  Croses  y«  Lowrel  Hill, 
wanango,  where  John  Cure  »  Now  building  a  fort,  Lays  Duo  North. 
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I  Wish  wHli  all  My  hart  Some  genielmen  who  is  an  Artist  in 
Philadelphia,  and  whos  Acount  wold  be  Depended  on,  whonld  have 
j^  Gnriosety  to  take  a  Joumaj  in  those  parts,  whos  Retorn,  I  Dear 
8ajy  wold  giro  A  Ginrel  Satisfaction  to  j*  whole  Provinoe. 

8',  I  am,  7*  Most  Homble  Servent, 

GEO:  OBOGHAN. 

Imdoned.'-^Gteo.  Groghan,  23  March,  1754. 

Read  in  Ooaneil,  2<  April,  1754.    Present— Robert  Strettell, 
Biohard  Peters. 

Directed — To  Richard  Peters,  Esq',  in  Philadelphia. 


DiSTANOBS  FROM  PhILADA.  TO  TWIGHTWEBB. 

From  Phikdelphia  to  Geo.  Croghan's,  100  100 

From  Geo.  Groghan's  to  Anohqnick,  Three  Springs,  60 

To  farthermost  Crossing  Juniata, 

To  Franks  Town,    . 

To  the  Clear  Fields, 

To  the  Head  of  Sosqnehanna,  Chelisqnaqaa 

To  the  Two  Lieks, . 

To  the  Round  Holes, 

To  the  River  Ohio  or  Allegheny, 

To  the  Logs  Town, 

To  the  Rask^-Kosksj^ 

To  Toskerawas,  .     * 

To  Musklnonff, 

To  ye  Three  Licks, 

To  Hockockon, 

To  the  Lower  Shawenese  Town, 

To  the  first  Plot  Town  on  a  Branch  of  Ohio, 

800 

The  above  Account  is  taken  from  Hugh  Crawford  &  Andrew 
Montour,  the  16*^  April,  1752. 

Pb^sbnt  :  80  "^ 

20 

18 
The  GoYEBNOB.  25 

William  Peters.  25 

Richard  Peters.  25 
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From 
Auehquick 
to 
Ohio. 
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Indorsed — Distance  from  PhiladelphU  to  the  Twightwera,  16 
Apr.  1762. 

rTh6»  temporary  line,  if  extended,  will  strike  the  Ohio  40  miles 
befow  Shanoppin,  by  Wests  Obt**  taken  in  company  w^^  Mr.  Lomas, 
Mr.  Onest,  Mr.  Fry  &  Mr.  Paxin^  Com"  for  Maryland,  who  make 
Sbanoppin  to  be  40''  20^.] 


From  mouth  of  Wills  Cr.  on  Potomac. 

New  Store  at  the  Mouth  of  Wills  Credc  on  Potommiok, 

ToCressapSi  16  miles. 
From  Wills  Greek  to  y«  Great  Meadows,  a  Waggon  Road,  62 
From  y*  Oreat  Meadows  to  Oists,  •  10 

To  the  Crossin  of  Ohiogany,         .  .6 

To  the  Mouth  of  Mehongielo,        ...  40 

108 
From  Rags  town  to  y«  Big  Meadows,  70 

Indorsed — ^Distances  to  Ohio,  1754, 


Distances  of  Philip  Davies  from  Harris's. 

From  Sasanehanna  to  Carlise  is  measured,        .  .  17i 

From  Oarlisle  to  Shippenburg,         '  .  .  16 

From  Shippensburg  to  Mr.  Dowels'  Mill,  is  measured, .  20 
From  Mr.  Dowels  Mill  to  Phil.  Davids,  North  Course,  8 

Erom  Ship,  to  B.  Chambers,     ....  10 

From  B.  Chamberg,  to  P.  Davies,       ...  164 


W. 


63 


Prom  Jacob  Pyatt's  by  the  Road,  N.  60  W.  »      |^  « 

to  George  Croghau's  House,  computed,   | 
From  G.  Croghan's  to  y  3  Springs,  N.  70,  W.     1 0  7 

From  the  3   Springs  to  Auchquick  Gap,  S. 

70,  W.,  .  .  .76 

32        20 

# 

Indorsed — ^The  Distance  of  Philip  Davies  from  Harriss'  Ferry. 
Distance  of  Ohio,  1764. 
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An  Acer,  of  the  Road  to  Logs  Town  on  Allbgehbnbt 

RlYXRy  TAKSN  BY  JOHN  HARRIS,  1754.     « 


From  my  Ferry  to  Geo.  Croghan's, 

to  the  Kittitany  Moan*,    . 
to  Geo.  Gowen's  Hoosei    . 
to  Andrew  Montour's, 
to  theTascororaw  Hilly     . 
to  Tho^.  Mitchell's  Sleep*  place, 

to  Tnscaroraw, 

to  the  Gove  Spring,  ,  . 

to  the  Shadow  of  Death,    • 

to  the  Black  Log,  % 

Now  the  Road  forks  towards  Ray's  Town  & 
Frank's  Town,  we  continue  Ray's  Town  Road 
to  Allegeheney. 

to  the  3  SpringSi   . 

to  the  sidling  Hill  Gap, 

to  Juniata  Hill, 

to  Juniata  Greek  at  ye  Grossing,    . 

to  the  Snake's  Spiing, 

to  Ray's  Town, 

to  the  Shawana  Gabbins, 

to  Allegheney  Hill, 

to  Edmond's  Swamp,  ' 

to  Stoney  Greek,    . 

to  Kickeney  Paulin's  House,  (Indian) 

to  the  clear  Fields, 

to  the  otherside  of  the  Lawrel  Hill, 

to  Loyal  Haning, 

to  the  big  bottom, 

to  the  Ghesnut  Ridge, 

to  the  partings  of  the  Roads, 

thence  One  Road  leads  to  Shanoppiu's  Town,  the 
other  to  Kissoomenettes,  old  Town, 
to  the  big  Lick,      .... 
to  the  Beaver  Damms, 
to  James  Dunning's  Sleeping  place, 
to  Cock  Eye's  Gabbin, 

to  the  4  Mile  Run,  .  • 

to  Shanoppiu's  Town  on  Allegheney  Riv.  . 
lo  the  Logs  Town,  down  the  River, 
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6  MUes. 
8  Mil^g. 


Now  beginning  at  the  black  Log,  Frank's  Town 
Road. 

to  AneihrEick,  ..... 
to  Jade  Armstrong's  Narrows,  so  called  from  his  J 

being  there  murdered,  .  •  j 

to  the  Standing  Stone,  (abo^  14  f^.  high  6  inch  I 

eqaare,)  .  .  .  .  ) 

At  each  of  these  last  places  we  cross  Juniata. 

to  the  next  &  lost  Crossing  at  Juniata, 

to  Water  Street,  (branch  of  Juniata,) 

to  the  big  Lick,      .... 

to  Frank's  (Stephen's)  Town, 

to  the  Beaver  Damms, 

to  Allefffaeney  Hill, 

to  the  clear  Fields,  .  .  . 

to  John  Hartt's  Sleep*  place 

to  the  Head  of  Susquehannah, 

to  the  Shawana  Gabbins,     . 

to  P.  Shaver's  Sleeeping  place,  at  two  large  licks, 

to  the  18  mile  Run, 

to  the  10  mile  Lick, 

to  Kiskemenette's  Town  on  the  Greek,  runs  ioto ') 
Allegheney  Riv',  6  mil"  down,  (almost  as  large  V 
as  Schujlkill,  ....  ) 

to  the  Ghartiere's  Landing  on  Allegh^, 

to  The  Kittanning  Town  up  the  £ver, 

to  Venango,  higher  up  AUegh^, 

Down  the  River  from  Ghutiere's  Land'  to  Pino 
v^ree&,   •...•. 

to  the  Logs  Town,  .... 

Logs  Town  laya  due  West  from  J.  Harris's  Ferry. 

Note. — John  Harris  told  me  that  he  verily  believed  that  Logs 
Town  was  distant  from  his  House  due  West  an  hundred  miles  lesa 
than  the  within  acco*  mentions;  the  Road  he  went  having  so  many 
great  Crooks. 

JOSEPH  SHIPPEN,  Jr. 
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COUHISSIONB    OF    GOHMISSIOKERB    TO    INDIAN    TrSATY    AT 

Albany,  1754, 

William  Shirley  Esq'.,  Captain  General  and  Oovenonr  in 
Chief  in  and  over  his  Majesties  Province  of  the  Massa- 
[L  S.]      ohusetts  Bay  in  New  England. 

To  Samuel  Wells,  John  Chandler,  Thomas  Hutchinson, 
Oliver  Partridge  &  John  Worthington,  Esq'.,  Qreeting : 
Whereas,  in  Pursuance  of  Letters  from  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  the  Plantations,  dated  the  28th 
of  August  &  19th  of  September,  1753,  to  the  Governors  of  several 
of  his  Majesties  Plantations  in  North  America,  a  General  Conven- 
tion of  Commissioners  for  their  respective  Governments  is  appointed 
to  be  held  at  the  City  of  Albany  in  the  Month  of  June  next  for 
holding  an  Interview  with  the  Indians  of  the  five  nations,  and 
making  them  Presents  on  the  Part  of  the  said  Governments,  usual 
upon  such  occasions  in  order  to  confirm  and  Establish  their  ancient 
attachments  to  his  Majesty  &  their  constant  Friendship  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's Subjects  on  this  Continent :  and  Whereas  the  Great  and 
General  Court  or  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  aforesaid,  have  elected  and  appointed  you  to  represent  and  ap- 
pear for  the  said  Province  at  the  Convention  afores',  for  the  Pur- 
poses abovementioned :  as  also  for  eatring  into  articles  of  Union 
and  Confederation  with  the  aforesaid  Governments  for  the  (General 
Defence  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects  &  Interests  in  North  America  as 
well  in  time  of  Peace  as  of  War. 

Now  I  do  by  these  Presents  impower  &  Commissionate  you  the  a* 
Samuel  Welles,  John  Chandler,  Thomas  fiutchinson,  Oliver  Par- 
tridge &  John  Worthington  as  Commissioncra  (or  any  three  of  you) 
to  appear  for  tu  represent  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
aforesaid,  at  the  proposed  Convention  of  Commissioners,  to  be  held 
at  the  City  of  Albany  in  the  Month  of  June  Next,  then  &  there  to 
Concert,  with  the  Commissioners  (from  all  or  any  of  his  Majesty's 
British  Governments)  that  may  be  there  Convened,  Such  Measures 
as  may  be  judged  proper  for  the  Purposes  afores',  and  to  agree 
upon  the  same ;  and  herein  you  must  observe  Such  Instructions  as 
are  herewith  delivered  you,  or  may  from  time  to  time  be.  given  you 
by  the  Great  &  General  Court  or  Assembly  of  this  Province. 

Given  under  my  hand  &  the  Publick  Seal  of  the  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  aforesaid  the  nineteenth  Day  of  April,  1754,  in 
the  twenty-seventh  year  of  his  Majesties  Beign. 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
By  his  Excellency's  Command, 
J.  WiLLARD,  Secry. 
A  true  Copy  Att'. 

SAMUEL  WELLES, 
JOHN  CHANDLER, 
OLR;  PARTRIDGE, 
JOHN  WORTHINGTON. 
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Province  of  ) 

New  Hampshire.  ) 

George  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  great 
[Loc.  Sig.]        Britain,  France  k  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the 

Faith,  &o. 

To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  Grouting : 

Whereas,  We  have  ordered  a  sum  of  money  to  be  issued  for  Pre- 
oents  to  the  six  Nations  of  Indians,  and  to  direct  our  Oovemonr  of 
New  York  to  hold  an  Interview  with  them  for  Delivering  those 
Presents,  for  burying  the  Hatchet,  and  for  renewing  the  Covenant 
Chain  with  them,^  and  in  as  much  as  the  attempts  that  have  been 
made  to  withdraw  them  from  our  Interest,  appear  to  us  to  make  a 
General  Interview  more  Particularly  necessary  at  this  time,  and  that 
all  our  Colonies  whose  Interest  and  Security  is  Connected  with,  and 
Depend  upon  those  Indians,  Should  be  Present  at,  and  join  in  such 
Interview. 

Know  ye  therefore,  that  We  reposeing  much  Trust  &  Confidence 
in  the  Integrity  &  ability  of  the  Hon^^«  Theodore  Atkinson,  Esq**., 
The  Hon^^*  Richard  Wibird,  Esq',  Two  of  our  Council  of  our  said 
Province.  The  Hon^**  Meshech  Weare,  Esq',  Speaker  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  our  Said  Province,  &  Henry  Sherburne,  Jun',  Esq^ 
also  a  Member  of  the  s'  General  Assembly,  Have  by  &  with  the  ad- 
vice of  our  Trusty  and  well  beloved  Bennins  Wentworth,  Esq',  onr 
Governour  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  Province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire aforesaid.  Named,  made.  Constituted,  and  appointed,  and  We 
by  these  Presents,  Name,  make.  Constitute,  and  appoint  the  Said 
Theodore  Atkinson,  Esq',  Richard  Wibird,  Esq',  Meshech  Weare, 
Esq',  &  Henry  Sherburne,  Esq',  our  True  &  undoubted  Commis- 
sioners Hereby  Giving  unto  them  full  Power  and  authority  as  well 
as  our  Special  Command ;  to  Repair  to  our  City  of  Albany  or  Other 
Place  where  the  Said  interview  may  be  held,  and  Carried  on,  and 
there  by  the  whole  or  the  major  part  of  those  of  them  that  shall  bo 
Present  at  the  Said  Interview  For  us  &  in  our  Name  together  with 
Such  other  Commissioners  as  shall  be  regularly  appointed  from  our 
other  Colonies  and  Provinces  in  America,  to  attend  at  the  Said  In- 
terview to  agree  upon  Consult,  &  Conclude  what  may  be  neoesary 
for  ESstablishing  a  Sincere  &  Lasting  Friendship  and  good  Harmony 
with  the  Said  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  and  if  necessary,  for  us,  and 
in  our  name  to  Sign,  every  thing  so  agreed  upon,  &  Concluded,  and 
to  do,  and  Transact  all  matters  and  things  which  may  appertain  to 
the  Finishing  the  above  said  Work. 

In  Testimony  Whereof,  We  haye  Caused  the  Seal  of  our  Said 
Province  of  New  Hampshire  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Witness  Ben- 
ning  Wentworthj  Bsqr,  our  Governour  &  Commander  in  Chief  of 
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our  Said  Proviooe  of  New  Hampshire  in  New  England,  this  Third 
day  of  June,  1754,  and  in  the  Twenty  Seventh  year  of  onr  Reign. 

B.  WENTWORTH. 

By  his  Excellency  Oommand, 
TusoDOBS  Atkinson,  Secry. 

Copy  Ex'r. 

THEODORE  ATKINSON, 
R.  WIBIRD, 
MESHEGH  WEARE, 
HEN.  SHERBURNE,  Jonr. 


Whearas  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  order  a  Sam  of  Money 
to  be  issoed  for  Presents  to  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  &  to  direct 
his  Oovemor  of  New  York,  to  hold  an  Interview  with  them  for 
deliv^ng  those  Presents,  for  burying  the  Hatchet,  &  for  renewing  the 
Covenant  Chain -with  them,  &  whereas,  in  Obediance  to  his  Majes- 
tJOB  pleasure,  signified  to  them  by  the  Lords  of  Trade,  His  Majesties 
several  Colonies  on  this  Continent,  have  Resolved  to  Join  in  snch 
Interview,  &  have  made  a  Provision  for  sending  each  their  Com*- 
uissioners  with  such  Presents  as  have  been  nsnal  on  like  occasions 
to  the  said  Indian  Nations,  as  a  means  of  securing  more  efiectually 
their  affections  to  His  Majesty  &  the  British  Interest.  Now  in  dqti- 
fttll  Compliance  with  his  Majesty's  requisilion.  as  well  as  from  a 
Sense  of  tne  importance  it  must  be  of  to  us,  &  tne  several  neighbour- 
ing Provinces,  that  those  Nations  be  retained  in  our  Allience,  more 
ESspecially  at  thil  time,  when  our  Enemies  are  endeavouring  to  with- 
draw them  from  our  friendship,  we  have  thought  fit  to  Commission 
vou  Col*.  Benjamin  Tasker  &  Major  Abraham  Barnes,  fully  trust- 
-ing  in  your  known  abilities  &  approved  honour,  to  represent  this 
Province  at  the  Interview  appointed  to  be  held  at  Albany,  the  14^  of 
June  next,  &  then  &  there  to  renew  the  Covenant  Chain,  &  enter 
into  a  League  of  Amity  with  the  said  Indian  Nations,  &  you  shall 
deliver  to  them  with  such  Speeches  as  have  been  used  on  similar 
Occasions,  a  Present  as  from  his  Majesty's  dutiful!  Subjects  of  tbi$ 
Province  of  Maryland,  in  Money  or  goods,  (as  to  you  shall  appear 
most  proper,)  to  the  Valae  of  five  Hundred  pounds  Current  Money 
of  this  Province,  which  money  you  will  receive  from  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Western  Shore,  &  for  the  better  conducting  yourselves  in  re* 
gard  to  the  manner  &  form  of  the  Treaty  to  be  entered  into  at 
Albany  with  the  said  Six  Allied  Nations,  You  shall  refer  yourselves 
for  Directions  to  the  Honourable  James  Delancey,  Esq.,  His  Majes- 
ty's Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York.  And  whereas,  I  have  had 
intimation  that  the  Commissi  from  the  several  neighbouring  Colo- 
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niea  will  receive  InstrnetioDs  from  their  respeoiive  GoTcrvnento  (o 
concert  Measures  with  the  Commissioners  from  the  other  Provinoes, 
for  the  better  Securing  these  Indians  for  the  future  in  our  Alliance, 
&  preventing  their  being  alienated  from  our  Interest  by  the  artificiee 
or  ;Insinuations  of  our  Enemy,  as  well  as  for  the  more  easy  Defence 
of  ills  Majesties  Dominions  on  this  Continent;  Yon  shall  if  any  Pro- 
positions of  that  nature  are  made  by  the  Commiss**  in  behalf  of 
their  respective  Governments,  let  them  know  that  this  Province  is 
also  Disposed  to  Contributo  to  the  Execution  of  any  General  Scheme 
to  promote  such  desirable  Ends,  &  you  will  take  care  to  observe 
well  what  Propositions,  shall,  or  may  be  made  Concerning  such 
general  Scheme,  &  commit  the  substance  thereof  to  writing  for  my 
information,  &  to  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  for  their  Con- 
sideration. But  you  are  to  understand  that  you  are  not  impowered 
to  Stipulate,  or  engage  that  this  Province  will  advance  any  Sum  bf 
Money  or  Number  of  Men,  towards  erecting  Forts  or  garrissoniog 
them;  or  to  any  such  purposes:  but  you  shall  only  well  observe 
what  Proposals  are  made  by  the  other  Commiss'^,  &  endeavour  to 
learn  how  far  the  Execution  of  what  they  may  propose  can  be  Necos- 
saryor  usefull,  &  Consider  well  the  Reasonableness  of  any  such  Pro* 
positions,  &  inform  yourselves  whether  the  other  Commiss*^*  are  aa- 
thorized  to  Stipulate  &  agree  thereon,  &  at  your  return  you  shall  in- 
form me  of  these  several  particulars,  &  any  other  things  that  may 
possibly  occur  to  your  nodce,  that  I  may  not  be  ignorant  after 
what  manner  we  can  best  contribute  to  the  success  of  any  such 
scheme  as  shall  be  proposed  at  the  aforesaid  Interview  for  the 
Defence  or  Utility  of  his  Majesty's  American  Dominions  &  Sub- 
jects. 

HORO.  SHARPE. 

Annapolis,  May  30'^  1754. 
A  true  copy  examined  by 

Benj.  TaskkR;  Jr.; 
A.  Barnes. 


{Siffillum  Coloni»  1  Thomas  Fitch,  Esq',  Governor  and  Commander 
CiSnecticutensis  i      ^°  ^^^^^  °^  ^'®  Majesty's  English  Colony  of 
' ''      Connecticut  in  New  England,  in  America. 

To  William  Pitkin^  Roger  Wolcott^  Jun'^  and  Elisha  Williams,  Esq% 
Gfeeting : 

Whereas  you  are  by  the  General  Assembly  of  said  Colony  nomi« 
nated  and  appointed  to  be  Commissioners  in  behalf  of  said  Colony, 
to  meet  such  Commissioners  as  are  or  shall  be  appointed  by  hie 
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Hftjest/s  other  Gtorernmeiits  in  Auieriea,  ut  a  general  interview  at 
Albany  on  the  14th  day  of  Jane  next,  &  join  with  them  in  ooneert* 
ing  proper  meaaorea  for  the  general  defence  and  Safety  of  his  Ma* 
jest/s  Sahjecta  in  said  Oovemments  &  the  Indians  in  Allianee  with 
theitk,  against  the  French  &  their  Indiana. 

Therefore,  in  pnrsnance  of  said  Act  of  Assembly,  Yon,  the  said 
William  Pitkin,  Roger  Wolcott,  Jan**,  &  Elisha  Williams,  Esq",  are 
Commissioned,  anthoriicd  &  impowered,  in  behalf  of  his  Majesty's 
Colony  of  Connecticutt,  to  meet  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  his 
Majest/s  other  governments  in  America,  at  Albany,  on  the  14th  day 
of  June,  next,  &  in  concert  with  such  Commissioners  from  his  Majes- 
ty's other  Governments  as  shall  meet  there  to  consult  proper  measures 
for  the  general  defence  &  Safety  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects  in  said 
Qovemmenta,  &  the  Indians  in  his  Allience,  against  the  French  & 
their  Indians ;  and  to  use  &  pursue  proper  measures  in  pursuance  of 
your  instructions  from  the  said  General  Assembly,  relating  io  the 
matters  aforea'. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  public  Seal  of  the  Colony  of  Con« 
neoticutt,  in  Hartford,  this  30th  day  of  May,  Anno  regni  Regis 
Geogy  2'^  Magn.  Britan.  &c.,  27"*  Annoq.  Domini,  1754. 

THOMAS  FITCH. 

By  his  Honour's  command. 
Gborqe  Wyllys,  Secrct'y. 

A  true  Copy.        Wm.  Pitkin,  ^ 

Test"*.  Roger  Wolcott,  Jun',  V  Comisso". 

Elisha  Williams.       } 


By  the  hon*»«  William  Greene,  Es<r,  Governor  and 
rT  Q-  ir  1  Captain  General  of  the  English  Colony  df  Rhode 
[J/ocus  SigiUi.J     jgj^^j^  ^^^  Providence  Plantotions  in  New  Eng- 

land,  in  America. 
To  Stephen  Hopkins  &  Martin  Howard,  Jun',  Esq",  Greeting : 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony  have  on  their  Parts 
cbosen  and  appointed  you  to  meet  with  the  Comissioners  of  the  other 
Governments,  at  Albany,  on  the  fourteenth  Day  of  this  Instant,  June, 
ind  Join  with  them  in  a  Treaty  with  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  fn 
order  to  Secure  the  Interest  of  his  M^fbsty  and  his  good  Subjects  in 
those  Parts. 

I  do,  therefore,  by  Virtue  of  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  Colony,  authorize,  impower  &  comissionate  you,  the  said  Stephen 
Hopkins  and  Martin  Howard,  Jun',  forthwith  to  repair  to  Albany, 
afores*,  and  there  in  behalf  of  this  Colony^  to  meet  &  Join  with  the 
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other  Oomiflsioners  in  ooDSultiog  what  methods  are  proper  to  be 
Used  to  presMTe  the  Friendship  of  the  aforesaid  Six  Nations  of  In- 
diano,  and  their  Attachments  to  the  British  Interest  in  Ameriosy 
and  also  what  else  may  be  Necessary,  to  prohibit  the  French  &  their 
Allies,  the  Indians,  from  Encroaching  on  the  Lands  within  the  Do- 
minions of  his  Majesty.  And  in  Gkneral,  as  far  as  the  abilities  of 
this  Government  will  permit,  to  act  in  Conjunction  with  the  said  - 
Commissioners  in  every  thing  Necessary  for  the  good  of  his  Majestie's 
Subjects  in  those  Parts,  and  to  answer  as  far  as  we  can  the  Designs  . 
of  his  Majesty's  Instructions  to  this  Colony,  comunicated  to  us  by 
the  Earl  of  Holdemess. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  I  do  hereunto  set  my  hand,  &  cause  the 
Seal  of  the  Colony  aforesaid  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  this  twelfth  day 
of  June,  one  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  &  fifty-four,  &  in  the  twenty 
Seventh  year  of  the  Reign  of  his  most  sacred  Majesty^  Geprge  the 
Second^  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Gr^  Brit*,  &c. 

W.  GREENE. 
By  his  honour's  Command. 

Tho.  Ward,  Sec'ry. 

A  true  Copy,  Exam*  by    Step.  Hopkins, 

Mar.  Howard,  Jr. 


Penni^lvania,  88, 

George  the  Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain, 
France  and  Ireland,  King  Defender  of  the  faith,  &c.  To  our 
Trusty  and  well-beloved  John  Penn,  Richard  Peters,  Isaac  Norris, 
and  Benjamin  Franklin,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Eaq'*!  Greet- 
ing: 

Whereas  the  Honorable  James  Delancey,  Esq',  our  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  Comander-in-Chief  of  our  Province  of  New  York,  has 
received  our  Directions  to  hold  an  Interview  with  our  Loving  and 
good  Allies,  the  Six  united  Nations  of  Indians,  at  the  City  of  Al- 
bany, within  our  said  Province,  for  delivering  to  them  our  Presents, 
and  for  renewing  the  Covenant  Chain  with  them,  and  has  fixed  upon 
the  fourteenth  day  of  June  ensuing  for  this  purpose ;  and  it  has  been 
usual  when  an  Interview  has  been,  held  with  these  Indians,  for  all 
Majestie's  Colonies  whose  Interest  and  Security  is  connected  with 
and  depends  upon  them,  to  Join  in  Such  interview,  and  it  appears 
to  us  that  the  Present  Dispositbn  of  those  Indians,  and  the  Attempts 
that  have  been  made  to  withOTSW  them  from  our  Interest,  do  make 
such  a  general  Interview  more  particularly  necessary  at  this  Time, 
when  the  Subjects  of  the  French  Kinff  have  actually  marched  into, 
and  erected  Forts,  and  committed  HostUities  within  the  known  Limits 
of  our  Dominions.  Know  Ye,  that  reposing  Special  Trust  and  Con- 
fidence in  your  Loyalty^  Abilities,  and  Prudence,  We  have  thought 
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fit  to  nominate  and  appoint  yon,  the  said  John  Penn,  Richard  Tetetfj 
hue  Norria,  and  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Every  of  you,  onr  Comis- 
sioners  on  Behalf  of  our  Governor  of  our  Province  of  Pennsylvania, 
aforesaid,  in  Conjunction  with  our  Lieutenant  Onvernor  of  New 
York,  and  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  other  Governments,  to 
treat  with  the  Six  united  Nations  of  Indians  at  Albany,  or  with  their, 
or  any,  pr  every  of  their  Chiefs  or  Delegates,  and  with  them  to  re* 
new,  ratify,  and  Confirm  the  Leagues  of  Amity  Subsisting  between 
us  and  the  said  Nations  of  Indians,  and  to  make  them  the  Present 
that  have  been  provided  for  them  by  the  Governor  and  Assembly  of 
our  said  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  further  to  do,  act,  transact, 
and  finally  to  Conclude  and  agree  with  the  Indians  aforesaid,  all  and 
every  other  Matter  and  thing  which  tt^  you  shall  appear  Necessary 
for  the  engaging  them  heartily  in  onr  Interest,  and  for  frustrating 
any  attempts  wbioh  have  been  made  to  withdraw  them  from  it,  as 
fally  and  amply  to  all  Intents,  Constructions,  and  Purposes,  as  our 
Governor  of  our  Province  of  Pennsylvania  aforesaid,  might  or  could 
do  being  Personally  present.  Hereby  ratifying,  confirming,  and 
holding  for  firm  and  effectual,  whatsoever  you,  the  said  John  Penn, 
Richard  Petem,  Isaac  Norris,  and  Benjamin  Franklin,  or  any  of  you, 
shall  lawfully  do  in  and  about  the  Premises.  In  Testimony  whereof, 
we  have  caused  the  great  Seal  of  our  said  Province  to  be  hereunto 
affixed.  Witness,  James  Hamilton,  Esq',  (by  Virtue  of  a  Commis- 
sion from  Thomas  Penn,  &  Kichard  Penn,  Esq'*,  true  and  absolute 
Proprietaries  of  the  said  Province,  and  with  our  Royal  approbation,) 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander*in-Chief  of  the  Province  afore- 
Bsid  and  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent  &  Sussex,  upon  Delaware,  at 
Philadelphia,  the  thirteenth  Day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
ODe  Thousand  Seven  hundred  &  fifty-four,  and  in  the  twenty-seventh 

of  our  Reign.  JAMES  HAMILTON.* 

A  true  Copy,  Ex.        Richard  Pkteos, 

Is.  NORRIS, 

B.  Franklin. 

IndoneJ, 

Copies-^Forms.of  the  Comissions  from  the  several  Qovemors  to 
the  several  Gentlemen  appointed  to  hold  a  Treaty  with  the  Six  Na- 
tion Indians  at  Albany,  June,  1754. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VI.  pp.  28,  46,  47,  67—138. 
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Gborgb  Croghan  to  Governor,  1764. 

May  y  14**,  1754. 
May  itt  Plese  y'  Honour, 

This  Day  I  Received  a  Letter  from  M'.  Peters,  by  y  Honours 
Command,  Desirins  I  may  give  y'  honour  my  Sentiments  in  what 
manor  y*  £100  which  y  honour  has  to  be  aded  to  y*  Goods  in  my 
bands  for  y  Shannas,  Should  be  Disposed  of,  in  Answer,  I  must 
Inform  y'  honour,  that  by  an  Indian  who  Came  hear  two  Days  ago 
from  Ohio,  with  a  Mesidge  from  y*  half  king  to  Andrew  Montour 
and  My  Self,  Desiring  we  may  Imeadetly  meet  him  and  y  Chiefis 
of  y*  Ohio  Indians  on  Monohongela,  to  know  what  y*  English  In- 
tends to  Do;  y  half  kiog  has  sent  me  word  that  y<>  Shannas  are  in 
a  Desprett  Condition  for  want  of  amooisions,  and  if  bott  Imeadettly 
taken  Notice  of  and  Suplj'  by  y  Euglish,  he  thinks  they  must 
comply  with  the  French  Meshers,  therefore  itt  is  my  opinion  that 
the  jf  iOD  Should  be  sent  Imeadettly  to  parshess  goods  there,  and 
that  y«  whole  Should  be  delivered  to  y®  half  king,  for  him  to  Deliver 
itt  to  y  Shannas,  with  a  Speech  from  y  honour,  as  Andrew  Mon- 
tour and  Myself  Setts  of  in  two  Days,  I  have  Sent  this  Speshell 
Messinger  to  Acquaint  y'  honour  of  ye  Situation  ye  Indians  are  in 
and  by  whatt  I  Can  Learn  from  this  Indian  the  whole  of  ye  Ohio 
Indians  Does  Nott  No  what  to  think,  they  Imagine  by  this  Govern- 
ment Doing  Nothing  towards  ye  Expedition  that  ye  Virginians  and 
ye  French  Intend  to  Divide*  ve  Land  of  Ohio  between  them,  and  if 
they  should  putt  that  Constniction  on  ye  Delays  of  this  Government, 
itt  will  Certainly  be  of  ill  Consequence  to  the  English  in  giaeral, 
and  itt  is  my  opinion  without  the  harty  Concurrence  of  this  Govern- 
ment that  the  Indians  will  Suspectt  ye  Virginians  as  only  stacking 
ye  French,  on  Account  of  Selling  ye  Lands  ye  Government  may 
have  what  opinion  they  will  of  ye  Ohio  Indians,  and  think  they  are 
oblig'  to  Do  what  ye  Onondago  Counsel  will  bid  them,  Butt  I  ashuro 
y  honour  they  will  actt  for  themselves  att  this  time  without  Con- 
sulting ye  Onondago  Councel.  This  Messinger  is  to  follow  Andrew 
Montour  and  me  to  Monohongala,  and  if  y  honour  Dose  Nott 
think  proper  to  Send  a  Messinger  to  purcbess  ye  goods  for  ye 
Shannas,  if  you  Send  the  £100  by  ye  bearor  to  Andrew  Montour, 
and  then  we  will  purchess  them  and  Deliver  ye  whole  to  ye  half 
king  to  be  Delivered  to  ye  Shannas,  if  Nott  I  must  Deliver  what  is 
in  my  hands  to  ye  same  Indiam  that  had  the  Last  present,  for  I  Can 
by  no  means  bring  them  back,  as  ye  half  king  knows  they  are  there 
for*  that  purposs.  I  asshure  y  honour  Andrew  Montour  &  My  self 
has  a  very  Different  part  to  act  att  present,  from  ye  Several  Mesid- 
ges  we  hi^ve  Delivered  ye  Indians  to  ashure  them  of  ye  asistance  of 
ye  English  Governments,  which  I  am  a  fread  wijl  Come  to  leatt,  X 
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BftTe  A  boatt  two  hnndred  pounds  worth  of  Proyisions  Now  half 
wmy  to  Ohio,  where  they  will  Stay  till  I  go  up.  I  Can  Dispose  of 
tBem  to  ye  Virginia  forsess,  Butt  if  y  honour  Should  have  ocation 
of  them  for  ye  use  of  this  government,  I  will  Nott  Ingage  to  Virgin- 
ia, besides  I  have  bought  £300  worth  more  in  ye  Contrey,  y*  flower 
m'  9  '^  hundred,  which  y'  honour  may  have,  only  paying  me  for  ye 
Caridge  out 

I  am  y  honours  moet  humble 

and  most  obedient  Servant, 

GEO.  CROOHAN. 

11'^  May.  1754.    Geo.  Croghan. 


Diary  op  Journey  op  Gqm'rs  to  Albany,  1754. 

B^an  Monday,  the  3'  June,  1754. 

M.  3.    Dined  at  Bristol    .     .     .    Sup'd  at  Trentown. 

T.  4.  Baited  at  Kingstown,  rain'd  ye  greatest  p'rt  of  the  forenon ; 
din'd  at  Brunswick  j  Tea  at  M'*.  Curstegans.  Visited 
A.  White.     Thunder  &  Rain. 

W.  5.  Baited  at  Woodstock.  Din'd  at  Staten  Island  Point.  Watsons 
left  the  Horses  there.  Gross'd  ye  Bay  in  an  hour  <& 
Quarter;  went  to  Scotch  John's,  Waited  on  ye  Gov  at 
M'.  Watt's;  went  to  Coffee  ho'  &  tavern  at.  Night. 
Willets  lodged  w*''  Jurs. 

T.  6.  Peter  Livingston,  M'.  Nonjs,  M'.  Penn,  M».  Weiser,  my- 
self &  M**.  Lozling  my  Lt.  D.  fix'd  on  the  Lists  of  Indian 
Goods.  Din'd  w*'  ye  Gov'  at  Willet's ;  Gov'  in  Conver- 
sation proposed  maintaining  ye  Indians  one  day  at  New 
York,  another  Pennsylvania,  &c.  Night  at  M'.  Wal- 
ton's. 

F.  BI'*  Tasker,  M'.  Barnes  &  self  went  to  Peter  Livingston's ; 
left  ye  Indian  presents  for  Maryland  w^  Conrad 
Weiser.  Dined  at  Phil  Livingston's;  went  to  M^ 
Wells's  Country  house,  w**  M'.  Walton,  there  we  drank 
Cydar.  Sup'd  at  M'.  Barclay's  w**  !>.  Johnson ;  Con- 
versation on  Indians.     Gov'  setoff  at  11  o'clock  home. 

8.         Went  to  Marlote ;  dined  at  M'.  Walton's.  Sup'd  at  Willet's 

8.         At  7  went  on  Board  Albany  Sloop,  Egbert  Egbert.    Wind 
N.  E.,  made  about  4  miles ;  made  upon  ye  sloop  Delancy 
in  Company  w^  Maryland  Sloop.  M.  Jacks,  M*".  Barnes, 
M'.  Horn,  M'.  Bidouk 
Vol.  II.— 7 
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M.        Head  Wind ;  came  to  anobOT  Dear  Philepaes. 
T.         Head  Wind ;  came  to  anchor  near 
W.        Head  Wind ;  came  to  anchor  near 

ladoned. 
Diary  to  Albany,  1754. 


Capitulation  of  Fort  Necessity,  1754. 

Capitulation  granted  by  Mons.  DeVillier,  Cap.  and  Commander  of 
Infantry  and  Troops  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty,  to  those  Eng* 
lish  Troops  aptually  in  the  Fort  of  Necessity,  w^^  was  built  on  the 
Lands  of  the  King's  Dominions,  July  the  3^,  at  8  *Clock  at  Night, 
1754. 


As  our  Intentions  has  never  been  to  trouble  the  Peace  and  good 
Harmony  w^^  reigns  between  the  two  Princes  in  Amity,  but  only  to 
revenge  the  Assasination  w'*^  has  been  done  on  one  of  our  Officers 
bearer  of  a  Sxtation  as  appears  by  his  Writing,  as  also  to  hinder  any 
Establishment  on  the  L&nds  of  the  Dominions  of  the  King  my 
Master,  upon  these  Considerations  :  we  are  willing  to  grant, Protec- 
tion or  Favour  to  all  the  English  that  are  in  the  Said  Fort,  upon  the 
Conditions  herafter  mentioned. 

Article  !•». 

We  grant  the  English  Commander  to  retire  w^  all  his  Garrison, 
and  to  return  peaceably  into  his  own  country,  and  promise  to  hinder 
his  receiving  any  Insult  from  us  French,  and  to  restrain  as  much  as 
shali  be  in  our  Power  the  Savages  that  are  w*''  us. 

It  shall  be  permitted  him  to  go  out,  and  carry  w*^  him  "all  that 
belongs  to  them  except  the  Artillery  w""^  we  keep. 

That  we  will  allow  them  the  Honours  of  Warr,  that  they  march 
out  Drums  beating,  w*''  a  Swivell  Gun,  being  willing  to  shew  them 
that  we  treat  them  as  Friends. 

That  as  soon  as  the  Articles  are  Signed  by  the  one  Part  and  the 
other,  they  strike  the  English  Colours. 

That  to-morrow  at  Break  of  Day,  a  Detachment  of  French  shall 
go  to  make  the  Garrison  file  off,  and  take  possession  of  the  Fort. 
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And  as  the  English  have  few  Oxen  or  Horses,  they  are  free  to 
hide  their  Effects,  and  come  and  search  for  them  when  they  have* 
met  their  Horses,  and  that  they  may  for  this  end  have  Guardians  in 
what  number  they  please  upon  Condition  that  they  will  give  their 
Word  of  Honour  not  to  Work  upon  any  building  in  this  Place  or 
any  part  this  side  of  the  Mountain  during  a  Year  to  be  accounted 
from  this  Day. 

And  as  the  English  have  in  their  Power  an  Officer,  two  Cadets, 
and  most  of  the  Frisoners  made  in  the  Assasination  of  the  S'  De 
Jamonville,  and  that  they  promise  to  send  them  back  w^^  Safe  guard, 
to  the  Fort  Duquesne,  situated  on  the  Fine  River,  and  for  Surety  of 
this  Article,  as  well  as  this  Treaty,  M'.  Jacob  Vambram  &  Robert 
Stobo,*  both  Captains,  shall  be  put  as  Hostages  'till  the  Arrivall  of 
the  Cannadians  &  French  above  mentioned.  We  oblidge  ourselves, 
on  our  Side,  to  give  an  Escort,  to  relurn  in  Safety  these  two  Officers. 
We  promise  our  French  in  two  Monttis  &  a  half  at  farthest.  A  Du- 
plicate being  made  upon  one  of  the  Posts  of  our  Bloccade  the  day 
above 

CON  VILLIER. 

Indorsed. 

Capitulation  granted  to  Col.  Washington  by  Monsieur  De  Yillicri 
Commander  of  the  French  Troops,  3**  July,  1754.'|' 


Copt  op  Deed  to  /*  Susquehanna  Co.,"  by  Induns,  1754. 

To  all  People  to  Whom  These  Presents  shall  Come,  Greeting :— - 
Know  Tee,  That  We,  Kiihih,to,ton,  Abraham  Pieters,  Willcm 
Tarigjo,  Xis,  Brant  Cou,wig,no,ge,  Henderick  Pi«ters,  Te,ge.noJe, 
Ca,tta,ge,gaje,  Cag,8wig,te,jo,ne,  Set  Ju,ta,ra,rie,  Johanis  So,ge,- 
bowa,ne,  Johnis  Ca,na,de,gayie,  Nikes  Ca,rig,iak,ta,die,  Johanis 
Sig,na,ge,rat,  Ca,ris,ta,go,  Se,nos,8e8,  A,gwe^o,ta,  Sea,ron  Ja,pe,  Half 
King,  And  Sea,ner,ra,die,  Being  Chiefs,  Sachems,  &  Heads  of  the 
Five  Nations  of  Indians,  called  the  Iroquois,  and  the  Native  Pro- 

frietors  of  a  Large  Tract  of  Land  on,  About,  &  Adjacent  to  the 
Liver  Susquehannah,  Between  the  fourty-first  &  fourty-Third  De- 
grees of  North  Latitude,  And  being  within  the  Limits  and  Bounds 

*  Hie  Lithograph  view  of  Fort  Du  Qaesne,  here  inserted,  accompaDied 
Letters  firom  Capt.  Robert  Stobo  and  Qeo.  Croghan,  printed  in  Colonial 
Reoorda,  Vol.  VI.  pp.  141  and  161 — 8,  where  a  blank  ia.  left  for  this  plan, 
and  some  particulars  of  the  fort  are  given.    July  28  and  29,  1754. 

t  See  it  in  French,  Vol.  VI.  p.  62,  Colon.  Beo. 
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of  the  Charter^  and  Grant  of  his  late  Majesty,  King  Charles  2"'.,  To 
the  Colon js  of  CoDnecticutt.  And  Whereas,  a  Large  Number  of 
the  Leige  &  Good  Subjects  of  His  Royall  Majesty,  George  2""*.  of 
Graat  Britain,  &o.,  King ;  Inhabitants  of  his  s*^.  Majestys  English 
Colonys  of  Connecticutt,  &o.,  to  the  Number  of  About  six  hundred, 
have  Applyd  to  us  for  the  purchase  of  a^.  above  mentioned  Tract  of 
Land,  for  a  Plantation  to  settle  upon  : 

Thereupon  Whereas,  A  Constant  &  Cordial  friendship  from  the 
Time  of  our  Progenitors  &  Predecessors  to  this  day,  hath  all  ways 
been  subsisting  Between  us  &  our  Brethren  the  English  Subjects  of 
his  s'.  Majesty,  King  George,  &  of  his  Koyall  Predecessors,  Kings 
&  Queens  of  Great  Britain,  &c.,  The  Continuation  of  which  we 
heartily  Desire :  And  whereas,  the  Enabling  and  Encourageing  Oar 
6^  English  Brethren  to  plant  and  settle  in  a  Nearer  Neigbbearhood 
to  us  than  heretofore,  may  Greatly  Contribute  to  Our  Safety  & 
Defence  against  the  Unjust  Encroachments  and  Insults  of  the  French 
Indians  in  alliance  with  them,  and  to  the  benefit  &  Increase  of  Our 
Trade,  And  Also  may  be  V'ery  Conducive  to  Our  Obtaining  a  more 
full  &  Clear  Knowledge  of  the  True  God  &  the  Christian  Religion, 
and  thereby  fix  &  Establish  a  More  firm,  solid,  and  Lasting  friend- 
ship with  his  s^  Majesties  English  Subjects. 

Now  Thereupon,  for  &  in  Consideration  thereof,  as  also  for  the 
further,  full,  k  Ample  Consideration  of  the  Sum  of  Two  Thousand 
Pounds,  New  York  Currency,  To  us,  to  Our  full  Satisfaction,  before 
the  Ensealing  Hereof,  Contented  and  Paid,  the  Receipt  Whereof,  to 
full  Content,  we  do  hereby  acknowledge,  And  Thereupon,  do  Give, 
Grant,  Bargain,  Sell,  Convey,  and  Confirm,  Unto 

Hezekiah  Huntingdon,  Esq'.,         Moses  Bamett, 

Roger  Wolcott,  Jn'.,  Es4^,  John  Backus, 

Coll  Elisha  Williams,  Noah  Briggs, 

Phineas  Lyman,  Esq''.,  Caleb  Bates, 

Daniel  Edwards,  E.sq'.,  Jonathan  Baker, 

Coll  Samuell  Talcutt,  Esq'.,  Nehemiah  Barker, 

George  Willys,  Eaq'.,  Ezra  Belding, 

Thomas  Wells,  Esq^,  William  Buck, 

Siphalet  Dyer,  Esq'.,  Jehiel  Bamam, 

Jabes  Fitch,  Esq'.,  Gideon  Bingham,  / 

John  Smith,  Ei?q'.,  Robert  Crery,  Jn'., 

Ezekiel  Perry,  Esq'.,  Benjamen  Crery, 

Thomas  Seymore,  Christopher  Crery, 

Will  Pitkin,  Jn'.,  Esq'.,  Abijah  Crery, 

Eliezar  Fitch,  Esq'.,  Giles  Churchel, 

John  Fitch,  Bt^rnet  Dixon, 

Samuell  Gray,  Esq'.,  Robert  Dixon, 

Jedediah  Elderkin,  David  Downing, 

John  Abbe,  John  Dixon, 

William  Andrass,  John  Dorrance, 
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James  Dixon, 
Nathaoiell  Daniels, 
Samaell  Dorranil, 
Riobard  Downer, 
Josiah  Dean,  Jn**., 
Asa  Donglass, 
Gideon  Denning, 
Joseph  Eaton, 
Joshua  Elderkin, 
Edward  Kwings, 
Elias  Frink, 
Elijah  Francis, 
John  Gaston, 
John  Orosvenor, 
Ebeneier  Grosvenor, 
Stephen  Gardner, 
Stephen  Gardner,  Jn'., 
Jonathan  Gardner, 
David  Oriswold, 
Elija  Oriswold, 
Kuhcrl  Hunter, 
John  Hanter, 
Henry  Hewell, 
JohD  Howard,' 
SacA  Huntingdon, 
Stephen  Harden, 
John  Hough, 
Josiah  Horsford, 
Daniel  Horsford, 
John  Judd, 
William  Jackson, 
John  Jenkcs, 
Joseph  Kylo, 
Archilaiel  Casson, 
Samnell  Kason, 
Adam  Kason  ^ 
Jeremiali  Kenney, 
Moses  Kenney, 
Gcdion  Kenney, 
Nathan  Kenney, 
John  Kenney, 
Spencer  Kenney, 
John  Clagwin, 
Ilagh  Kennedy,  Jn'., 
Thomas  Kennedy,  Jn'., 
Seth  Kent, 
James  Kasson, 
John  Leavins, 


Kbeaezer  Lamard, 
Steven  Lee, 
Isaac  Lee, 
Edward  Mott,    _ 
James  Montgomery, 
John  Montgomery, 
Gauss  Miller, 
Samuell  McGarland, 
John  Montgomery, 
Joseph  Moffitt, 
Manassah  Minor, 
Thomas  Mansfield, 
John  Manning,  J6^, 
Josiah  Orcutt, 
William  Purkcs, 
Matthew  Patrick, 
Jacob  Patrick, 
Joseph  Phillips, 
Benjamin  Prcrie,  Jn'.| 
Robert  Parkes, 
Nathan  Parkes, 
Jeremia  Ross, 
Stephen  Rude, 
Obadiah  Rhodes, 
Noah  Stantly, 
John  Stantly, 
Timothy  Stantly, 
Thomas  Snell, 
Lemuel!  Smith, 
John  Stevens, 
Isack  Shepard, 
Jossc  Spading, 
Thomas  Stewart, 
John  Streater, 
Nehemiah  Stcpkens, 
Andrew  Stepkens, 
Benjamin  Stepkens, 
Solomon  Stoddard, 
Ebenezer  Smith,  Ju^| 
Ebcuezcr  Smith, 
Uriah  Stephens, 
Joseph  Smith,  Jun'., 
Samuel  Silsby, 
Simon  Tubbs, 
Joseph  Taylor, 
Philip  Turner, 
Samuel  Taylor, 
Judah  Wright, 
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Eliphalet  WbiUetsog, 
JoaepH  W»Jden, 
T)avid  Walersi 
Isack  Warner, 
William  Williams, 
John  Wiley,  Jud'., 
Thomas  Wilej, 
Hugh  Wiley, 
James  Willey, 
Ebenezer  Wright, 
Isaac  Woodworthy 
William  Whiling, 
William  Chorchil^ 
Josiah  Cartue, 
Nathan  Booth, 
Jehabod  Willes, 
Phinehas  Jadd, 
Stephen  Skinner, 
William  Fitoh, 
James  Bradford, 
Matthew  Patrick,  Jn'., 
Nathaniel  Wales,  Jn'.| 
Nathaniel  Hoveyi 
Prince  Tracy, 
Noah  Gilbert, 
Daniel  Knolton, 
William  Huston, 
Mosiss  Fish, 
John  Johnson,  Jun'., 
William  Chandler,  Esq'., 
Nathaniel  Warner, 
Oershorn  Durrance, 
Thomas  Pierce, 
Samuell  Chandler,  E^'., 
Nathaniel  Berry, 
Nathaniel  Weeler,  Esq'., 
Zebadiah  Farnnm, 
Daniel  Stoughton, 
Jonas  Shepard, 
Matthew  Talcott, 
Joseph  Church, 
Ezekiel  Williams, 
John  Humphry,  Esq'., 
Roger  Hooker, 
Alexander  Wolcott, 
Samuell  Talcott, 
Thomas  Hosmore,  Esq'., 
Jonathan  Ilale,  Esq'., 


Abener  Moseley, 
Peletiah  Mills, 
Daniel  Goodwin, 
Jonathan  Humphry, 
Jonathan  Pettibone, 
Andrew  Robe, 
1)avid  Phelpes, 
Hezekiah  Humphry, 
Hezekiah  Phelpes, 
John  Victes, 
Joseph  Welles, 
Timothy  Seymore, 
Russell  Woodbridge, 
William  Stantly, 
Samuel  Welles, 
John  Walt, 
Benjamin  Callwell, 
Alizander  Gaston, 
Rowland  Barton, 
Alizander  Phelips, 
Niles  Colman, 
David  Barker, 
Benjamin  Pumroy, 
John  Fitoh,  Jun'* 
Joseph  Warren, 
Seat  Dean, 
Samuell  Hunter, 
Noah  Webster, 
Thomas  Howard, 
^  Zebulon  Waterman, 
Ebenezer  Leach, 
Penuel  Be  wen, 
Israel  Dimock, 
Abiel  Abbott, 
Thomas  Hedman, 
James  Hedman, 
Ebenezer  Griffin, 
Thomas  Stephens, 
Thomas  Stephens,  Jun. 
Benjamin  Lee, 
Stephen  Fuller, 
Paul  Holt, 
Benjamin  Collins, 
James  Willson, 
James  Douglass, 
John  Campbell, 
Hugh  Wy ley,- Jun'' 
Benjamin  Parke, 
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Bartboleme  Arthuri 
Thomas  Jones, 
Joseph  TaylouFi 
John  Read, 
Wilfiam  Swetlandi 
Picter  SwetlaDdy 
Jonathan  HarrisSi 
Elisha  Scovill, 
Ebeinczcr  Williames, 
Abel  Oriswold, 
Stephen  JenkinS| 
David  Deway, 
Ocrshbm  Breed, 
John  NewtoDi 
John  Grant, 
Ephraim  Oardner« 
Gershome  Hinklej, 
Joshua  Randdoniei 
Miles  Gordon^ 
Isaac  Tracy, 
James  Hide, 
Asa  Walerman,, 
John  Baldwiui 
Elijah  Backns, 
Phenehas  Holden, 
Chrbtopher  Palmer, 
Thomas  Anderson, 
Allen  Willey, 
John  Rollebone, 
Daniel  Ely, 
David  Dodge,  Jan'- 
Ebenezer  Watson, 
Samuel  S  tough  ton, 
Samuel  Willes,  Jan'* 
.  Isaac  Sheldon, 
Ebenezer  Beacher^ 
Oliver  Wolcott, 
Elisha  Sheldon, 
Ebenezar  Marsh, 
Samuel  Cockrin, 
Benjamin  Green, 
Kphraim  AndruSj 
Daniel  Turner, 
George  Palmer, 
Cap^  Uriah  Stephens, 
Samuel  Orlin, 
Jacob  Hensdcl, 
Thomas  Williams, 


Zebulon  Stephens, 
Thomas  Wattson, 
Joseph  Bird,  Esq*** 
John  Holmes, 
John  Dean, 
Increase  Moseley,  'E<f' 
John  Hutchinson,  Eacf 
Ebenezer  Fletcher, 
Joshua  Whitney, 
Samuel  Slaughter, 
Robert  Hannis, 
Noah  Stephen  <, 
David  Whitney,  Jlsq'* 
Jedediah  Stephens, 
Jonathan  Smith, 
Thomas  Parmely, 
Oliver  Sanford, 
Azariah  Orton, 
Josiah  Everitt, 
Francis  Ditts, 
Josiah  Ditts, 
Timothy  Rose, 
Timothy  Everitt^ 
Silas  Storey, 
Hezekiah  Hooker, 
Jedediah  Ritmards, 

•  Pieter  Gransan, 
Richard  Reat, 
Ebenezer  Gransan, 

'^  Daniel  Berry, 
John  Franklin, 
Robert  Walker, 
Edward  Spalding, 
Josiah  Cleavoland, 
Samuell  Lee, 
Elier  Andruss, 
William  Fellows, 
Seth  Northon, 
Levi  Watson, 

^  Eliphalet  Ensigni 
Lemuel  Orton. 
Eliezer  Gooden, 
Daniel  Willcocks, 
Samuell  Gooden, 
Turbel  Whitney, 
James  Bird, 
Thomas  Bird, 
John  Miner, 
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Joseph  Allen, 
James  DuDhaoiy 
Robert  Wincott, 
Tboraas  Stephens, 
Jodhua  Rathbone, 
John  Rath  bone, 
Elijah  Dean, 
John  Read, 
>Alward  Waldow, 
Jacob  Rathbone, 
Isaae  Gallop, 
Jonathan  Wealdor, 
Daniel  RothboBe, 
Daniel  Miner, 
Valentine  Rothbone, 
Agur  Judson, 
Zachariah  Clark, 
Peter  Cnrtue, 
James  livingwortb, 
Jedediah  Mills, 
Sbmnell  D&foarest, 
Elisba  Mills, 
Francis  Hawley, 
Edmund  Lewis^  Ju*^- 
Daniel  Hide, 
Josiab  Lewis.  Jon'- 
John  Laboree, 
Ephraim  Judson, 
John  French, 
Jabez  Sommers, 
Josiah  Robinson, 
Nathaniel  Baker, 
Joseph  Arnold, 
Rcijjaroin  Thompson, 
Daniell  Morriss, 
John  Androws, 
Ijonjamin  Rhamsey,  Jun' 
Josiah  Wakeman, 
Daniel  Sherwood, 
Cornelius  Bull, 
Stephen  Whaman,  Jun^ 
Thomas  Couch, 
Josiah  Beardflej, 
Kphraim  Rennet, 
Matthew  Curtice, 
Jonathan  Boothe, 
Caleb  Baldwin, 
Jonathan  Willard, 


Joshua  Wells, 
Joseph  Hulbart, 
Isaac  Sawyer, 
Samuell  Flagg,  . 
Daniel  Lothrop, 
John  Elderkin, 
Stephen  Beckwith, 
Jeremiah  Clements^ 
Samuell  Gore, 
Benjamin  Gale, 
William  Whitney, 
Barzillai  Handee, 
Isaac  Lawrence, 
Joseph  Palmetre, 
Malachi  Butler, 
Joseph  FolHt, 
John  Spencer,  Ju". 
Elijah  Hide, 
Nathaniel  Cushman, 
Caleb  Hide, 
Obediah  Newcomb, 
Joseph  Bingham,  Ju" 
John  Strong, 
Noah  Dewey, 
Joseph  Skiff, 
Jonathan  Hall, 
Jabez  Dean, 
Joseph  Wight, 
Obadia  Gore, 
Abel  Clarke, 
Scth  Smith, 
John  Birchard,  3', 
Joseph  Denison^  Esq'. 
Samuell  Fracy, 
Ephraim  Bill, 
Hubbard  Pride, 
Thomas  Welles, 
Thomas  Fish, 
Thomas  Branch,  Ju". 
Benjamin  Wintwortli, 
Simon  Huntington, 
Isaac  Tracy,  Jun*". 
John  Wood, 
Oliver  Spucr, 
Benjamin  Giles, 
Thomas  Giles, 
Doctcr  Moffit. 
Thomas  Stantly^ 
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Jonaihan  GiDniDgs, 
Simon  BachnSy 
Ebentier  Orover, 
Joseph  Billing,  Jtin*. 
Robert  Kenady, 
John  Williams, 
Daniel  Lathan, 
John  Choate, 
Jaoob  Kimballi 
Thomas  Bples, 
Elisha  Tracy, 
Joseph  Traa/j^  Jan'. 
Isaac  Sab^n, 
William  Lothrop, 
Daniel  Rockwell, 
Benedict  Arnold, 
Nathaniel  Parker, 
George  Denniss, 
Rachel  Milliner, 
John  Edgerton, 
Samuel  Walworth, 
Crbtopher  Starke, 
Thomas  Walworth. 
Stophon  Billings, 
Jonathan  Stricklani 
John  Bliss, 
Samuell  Hunn, 
Seth  Alden, 
John  Birchard, 
Robert  Boyington, 
Marock  Ward, 
Jaoob  Drake,  Jan'. 
Ashbel  Woodbridge, 
Eliazar  Tallcott, 
Silas  Wells, 
John  Wells, 
Samnel  Barnes, 
Constant  Gatleni 
John  Hensdill, 
Jedediah  NortoUi 
Elisha  Hale, 
Jaoob  Drake, 
Asahel  Drake, 
Barnabas  Hatch, 
Joftiah  Gowles, 
John  Webster, 
John  Cook, 
Raben  Swift, 


Isaac  Mosely^  - 
Jonathan  Laniton, 
John  Patersan, 
Nathan  Pason, 
Oliver  Badcock, 
Solamon  Orant, 
Benjamin  Newcomb, 
Joseph  Lippett, 
472 .    All  of  the  Aforesaid 

Colony  of  Gonnectioat, 

New  England,  And  To 
JabeaBowen,  Esq'., 
Jonathan  Randall,  Esq^, 
Job  Randall,  Esq*"., 
Jonathan  NicoUs,  Esq*"., 
Robert  Hazxerd, 
Benjamin  Brown, 
Francis  Coelgrove, 
Martin  Howard, 
Philip  Wilkison, 
Daniel  Ayrautt, 
Gorge  IX)rrancc, 
Samaell  Dorrancc, 
Michel  Dorrance, 
Einathan  Warker, 
Amos  Stafford,  Jun'., 
Simon  Draper, 
Thomas  Mattison, 
Daniel  Lawranee, 
Amos  Stafford,. 
Samnall  Drown, 
John  Backlin, 
Thomas  Bart, 
Jonathan  Morey, 
Charles  Harriss, 
William  Shaldon, 
Eliakim  Walker, 
Richard  Chamton, 
Beriah  Brown, 
John  Reynold, 
John  Bynold,  Jan^. 
Jonathan  Reynold, 
Benjamin  Sheffield, 
Jonathan  Hamilton, 
88.  Of  the  Colony  of  Rhod- 

island,  In  New  England, 

And  to 
Daniel  Shoemaker, 
7* 


1 
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Benjamin  Shoemaker^ 

Joseph  Skinner^ 

Abraham  Feniump,  ^^'9 

John  Adkins,  Esq'., 

Samnell  Bupew, 

John  Panater,  E8<f.| 

Danel  HenshaW| 

Aaron  Depew, 

Solomon  6inning|9| 

10.  All  of  the  Qovern- 
mcntt  of  Pensilvaniai 
And  to 

Timothy  Woodbridge, 

Hendcrick  Brower,  Jd'.| 

John  Wingj 

John  Wing,  Jn^, 

David  King, 

5.  Of  the  Province  of  The 
Massachn^etts  Bay,  &  to 

Jacob  Booseboom, 

Wiliam  DeBidder, 

Abraham  J.  Lansing, 

Jeremia  Hogeboom, 

Jonathan  Buck, 

Balthazart  Lydias, 

John  Roosa, 

Johannis  Segcr,  Jan'., 

8.  Of  the  Province  of  New 
York,  Being  all  Five 
Hundred  &  Thirty-Four 
in  Number,  to  Each  & 
Every  of  the  persons  be- 
fore &  above  mentioned 
and  named,  the  Two 
Twelve  hundredoth  and 
Twenty-Four  Parts  of 
the  Large  Tract  or  Par- 
ccll  of  Land  as  hereafter 
described  and  Bounded. 
And  we  do  also  for  & 
Upon  the  Considerations 
aforesaid,  Give,  Grant, 
Bargain,  Sell,  Convey,  & 
Confirm  Unto 

Eliphalet  Newell, 

Jacob  Dana, 

John  Webb, 

Oliver  Parish, 


Paul  Hebard, 
Heasekiah  HnntingioD| 
Ebenezer  Bebbens, 
Abraham  Snow, 
Eliazer  Done, 
Joseph  Spolding, 
Curtice  Spolding, 
Thomas  Brown, 
John  Eddy, 
Judah  Fay, 
Joseph  Alixander, 
John  Cambel,  3% 
James  Cambel,  Jun'., 
Jacob  Simons, 
Jeduthum  Simons, 
Benjamin  Park, 
Henry  Arnold, 
John  Wells, 
Jacob  Sisio, 
Ilczekiah  Demmon, 
Samuell  Douglass, 
James  Morris, 
Samuell  Jackson, 
Samuell  Gorden, 
Gideon  Baldwin, 
Abel  Barnes, 
Hezekiah  Orton, 
John  Wough, 
Thomas  LyTly, 
Samuell  Norton,    - 
Hezekiah  Hooker, 
Thomas  Fellows, 
James  Hanners, 
Joseph  Fellows, 
Henrey  Bass, 
Benjamin  Follet, 
Simeon  Dean, 
John  ^teal, 
Elisha  -Steal, 
Samual  Church, 
Ebenezor  Lewis, 
Caleb  Wheeler, 
Jehiel  Bryant, 
Cotton  Fletcher, 
John  Fellows, 
Samnell  Ford, 
Job  Marsh, 
John  Perkins, 
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Thomas  Porteri 
Andrew  BaroD, 
Thomas  Day, 
David  Bradwell, 
Gideon  Lawrence, 
Jessee  Stevensi 
Alizander  Hinman, 
Natheniel  Crandnll; 
Joshnn  Birehi 
Eli  ColtoQ, 
Daniel  Alden, 
Nathaniel  Loomiss, 
Oeorge  Crery, 
Oliver  Crer jr, 
Aaron  Grery, 
William  Crery, 
Ebaneser  Cheney, 
John  Gogswelli 
John  Cone, 
John  Golebart, 
Abraham  Harde% 
Jonathan  Sanger, 
Thomas  Steal, 
Thomas  Warner, 
Zachareah  Backnall, 
John  Royoe, 
Samnell  Douglas, 
Josnah  Donlap, 
Alixander  Stevens, 
Benjamin -Dill, 
Elias  Fink,  Jun'., 
Joseph  Hagen, 
Samnell  Webb,  Jan**., 
Setb  Wright, 
John  Larebee, 
Nathaniel  Hide, 
Ephraim  Dean, 
Phineahas  Lewis^ 
John  Strong, 
Hesekiah  May, 
Thomas  Wells, 
Josiah  Orifwol, 
James  Lockwood, 
BBsha  Williams,  Jan**., 
Bielael  Porter, 
Samnell  May, 
Joseph  Webb, 
Thomas  Belding,  Jan'.^ 


Samnell  Curtice, 
John  Hart, 
William  Wadeworth, 
Peter  Judson, 
Nehemiah  Lewiss, 
Lott  Norton, 
David  Bigilo,  Jun'., 
John  Young, 
Jacob  Simons,  8', 
Zebulon  Heberd, 
Joshua  Read, 
Gideon  Heberd, 
Joseph  Badcock, 
Samuell  Bennit, 
David  Palmer, 
Benajah  Parkes, 
Josiah  Parkes, 
Gideon  Haskell,  ' 
Jacob  Geers, 
Benjamin  G^rs, 
John  Read,  Jnn'., 
Elnathan  Street, 
Constant  Caston, 
William  Manly, 
Caleb  Moses, 
Mark  Leavenswortb, 
John  Leavenswortb, 
Ezra  Stiles, 
Jonathan  Fitch, 
Nathanial  Barnes, 
James  Case, 
Daniell  Bull, 
Joseph  Case, 
Elisha  Cornish, 
Isaac  Petebone. 
Timothy  Moses, 
Oliver  Humphry, 
Jacob  Case, 
Abel  Petebone, 
William  Manly,  Jun'., 
Giles  Petebone, 
Abraham  Petebone, 
John  Barker, 
John  Spencer, 
Samuell  H albert, 
Gideon  Burr, 
Richard  Cook, 
Seth  LoomiBS; 
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Jonathftn  LeaviDgwortby  John  Httgcns, 

Thomas  HainphrieSi     «  Ephraim  Kobiosoni 

Moser  Bellamji  John  AndrosSi  And 

Aaron  Bellamyi  Miles  Riggs. 

All  Being  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticatt  aforesaid,  to  the  Number 
of  One  Hundred  &   Fifty-Siz,  The    One-Twelve  Hnndredeth  & 
Twenty-Four  Part  of  the  same  Large  Traet  or  parcell  of  Land 
afores*,  (of  all  Which  Aforenamed  Persons  the  sum  afores*  Was 
Received,)  Which  said  Oiven  &  Granted  Tract  of  Land  is  Butted^ 
Bounded  &  Described  as  followeth,  viz. :  Beginning  from  the  One 
and  fortieteth  Degree  of  Nordi  Latitude,  at  ten  miles  Distance  East 
of  Suskahana  River,  and  from  thence  with  a  Northward  Line  Ten 
miles  East  of  the  River  to  the  end  of  the  forty-second  or  Beginning 
of  the  forty-third  Degree  of  North  Latitude,  And  so  to  Ezten*  West 
Two  Degrees  of  Longatudc  One  Hundred  &  Twenty  miles,  &  from 
thence  South  to  the  Ikginning  of  the  forty-second  degree,  And  from 
thence  East  to  the  Aforementioned  Boundrie,  whis  is  ten  miles  East 
of  Suskahana  River,  Together  with  all  and  every  the  Mines,  Mine- 
rals or  Ore  of  What  kind  soever  Standing,  Growing,  being  found  or 
to  be  found  Upon  any  part  or  Parcel  thereof.  And  all  Other  the 
Hereditaments  And  Appurtenances  to  the  said  Part  or  Tract  belong- 
ing or  in  any  Ways  Appertaining,  And  the  Reversion  And  Rever- 
sions, Remainder  And  Remainders,  &c.,  TO  have  and  to  hold  All 
the  Above  Granted  And  Bargained  Premisses,  With  all  the  Appur- 
tenances thereof  Unto  All  the  Above  And  forenamed  persons  in 
Manner  And  Proportion  aforesaid,  And  to  their  Heirs  and  Assigns, 
And  to  their  Only  proper  use,  Benefitt  And  Behoof  for  Ever,  as  a 
free,  Clear  and  Absolute  Estate  of  Inheritance  in  fee  simplci  free  of 
all  Incumberances  Whatsoever. 

And  we,  the  Afores*  Ca-hik-to-ton,  Abraham  Pieters,  William 
Tarig  jo-rts,  Brant  Con-wig-no-ge,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  Sachems  and  Cheifs 
as  afurenam'd.  Do  hereby  Covenant  to  and  With  All  the  Afore 

'  Named  Grantees  and  Each  and  Every  of  them,  that  All  and  Untlll 
the  Ensealing  &  Delivery  hereof,  We  Are  the  True,  Sole  and  Law- 
full  Owners  of  the  Above  Granted  Premises,  and  have  Good  Right, 
power  and  Authority  to  Bargain  &  Sell  the  same,  in  manner  and 
form  as  Above  Written;  And*  furthermore,  we  the  Aforenamed 
Ca-hik-tp-ton,  Abraham  Pieters,  William  Tariggo-ris,  Brant  Con- 
wig-no-ge.  Sachems  and  Cheifs  as  afores*,  do  by  these  presents  for 
Us  our  Heirs  &  Successors,  Covenant  and  Promis  to  and  With  all 
and  Every  of  the  Afore  Named  Persons,  Grantees  in  thu  Deed,  All 

^the  Above  Granted  and  Bargain'd  Premisses  &  Appurtenances 
Thereof  unto  all  and  Every  of  the  Afore  nam'd  Persons,  Grantees 
in  this  Deed,  And  to  their  and  every  of  their  Heirs  and  Assigns  in 
Manner  and  Proportion  afores*  for  Ever^  to  Warrant,  Secure  and 
Defend. 
In  Witkbss  whereof,  we  have  each  of  us  hereunto  set  our  Marks 
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tnd  afliix'd  our  Seals,  tbia  Elevonth  Day  of  Julyi  in  the  Twenty- 
Eight  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Oar  Soyereign  Lord  George  the  Second 
of  Great  Britain^  &o.|  King,  Annoq  Dominij  One  Thooaand  Seven 
hundred  Fifty-Fore. 

hifl     Chief  of  the 
Ea-hik-to-ton  M         I  ••  ] 

mark.      Sinkes. 

his  Chief  of  the 

Abraham  X  Pikters,     [  s.  ] 

mark  Tribe  of  ye  Bar. 

his 
William  m  Ta-riq-io-bis.     [  s.  ] 
mark. 

his 
Brant  X  Co-wig-no-oe.    [s.  ] 
mar]f:. 

his        Chief  of 
Oagiwigtjonie  X  [  8.  ] 

mark.    Onondage. 

Signed,  Sealed  &  Delivered  in  the  presence  of 
Eph.  Williams,  Jun'. 
Jo8£Pn  Kellog. 

his        Chief  of 
Canagegaie  M  [  8.  ] 

^      mark.      Pnodage. 

his 
Set  X  Jestararie.         [  s.  ] 
mark. 

his 

JOHANIS    X    SOGEHOWANE.      [  8.  ] 

mark, 
his 

SeNOSIS    X    O^IIDE.      [  8.  ] 

mark, 
his 

JOHANIS    X    CaNADEGAIE.      [  S.  ] 

mark. 


Signed,  Sealed  &  Deliycr'  in  Presence  of 
James  Charts. 
Martin  Lydius*- 
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• 

.    his 

SCANUtADIS   X    CaJOEGEN.     [  S.  ] 

mark. 

hisk 
SoARONiADK  X    Half  King.    [  s.  ] 
mark. 

his 
Cabistago  X  Onidb.    [  s.  ] 
mark. 

Signed,  Sealed  and  Delivered  in  Presence  of,  March  4^  1785. 
SiBERANT  Van  Schaigk,  Jan'. 
Jacob  Van  Woebt,  Jun'. 
Martin  Lydius. 

his 
Akwijota  X  Onidk.    [  s.  ] 
mark. 

his 
JoHANia  X  Segnagebat.    [  s.  ] 
mark. 

his 
Cabgqejesa  X  Onids.    [  s.  ] 
mark.  • 

his 
Nikes  X   Carigjarlabie.    [  8.  ] 
mark. 

Signed,  Sealed  &  Delivered  in  Presence  of 
SiBRANT  Van  Schaick,  Jun'. 
JoHANis  J.  Wendel. 

[The  aforegoing  is  a  Tnie  &  Exact  Copy  of  the  Original  Deed  or 
Writing. 

Fitch. 
A  Copy 

John  W.  Lydius. 

*  The  foregoing  is  probablj  the  Deed  alluded  to  as  obtained  by  Lydius — ^in 
letter  of  Jamca  Stevenson,  Sept.  17,  1754,  see  it  on  page  170. 

t  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VI.  p.  Ill,  257,  284,  291,  20<$.  Also  Miner's  His- 
tory of  Wyoming,  for  an  account  of  this  transaction  and  Deed,  p.  68,  &o. 
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*  A  Journal  in  1754. 

Jane  13.  Received  Orders  from  L^  Col^  Weiser^  to  marbh  from 
Beading  with  all  the  Company  remaining  there,  (the  rest  being 
commanded  to  Fort  Augustas).  Accordingly  I  sat  oat  from  Read- 
ing by  Break  of  Day,  on  the 

14th.  Arrived  at  L^  ColK  Weiser's  where  I  rece'd  Qrders  to 
march  with  the  Company  or  DetachmS  to  Fort  Henry,  and  from 
there  take  a  Detachm^  of  20  Men^  ft  continne  ^till  to  Fort  on 
Northkill.    Accordingly  on  the 

15th.  In  the  morning  took  the  said  20  men  from  Fort  Henry  of 
tiie  New  Levies,  and  marched  strait  Way  to  the  said  Fort  accom- 
panied with  Capi"*  Basse  and  Capt''  Smith,  as  soon  ar  I  arrived,  I 
gave  Ensign  Harry  (then  Commander  of  the  said  Fort)  Notice  of 
my  Orders,  and  S&t  off  two  Men  immediately  to  the  Colonels  with 
a  RepoH  of  the  Condition  I  found  the  fort  in,  &  sent  him  a  List  of 
the  new  Levies  who  were  detached  from  Captain  Basse's  Fort  with 
me  to  this  Fort. 

16th.  Gapf*  Basse  &  Smith  sat  off  ab*  10  o'clock  with  a 
Scout  of  10  men,  which  Capt"  Busse  had  ordered  from  his  Company 
on  the  15th.  And  Ensign  Harry  march'd  out  of  the  fort  ab^  12 
o'clock,  (after  delivering  it  to  me),  with  his  Men  to  Fort  Lebanon, 
according  to  Orders.  Provision  I  found  in  the  fort  as  follows,  51b 
Powder,  1981b  Flower,  10  Small  Barrs  of  Lead,  151b  of  Beef  and 
Pork,  3itb  Candles. 

17.  I,  with  a  Corporal  &  20  Men,  according  to  Orders  from  L^ 
CoK  Weiser,  went  a  scouting  &  ranging  the  Woods  till  to  Fort  Le- 
banon, where  We  arrived  ab^  2  o'clock  in  the  Afternoon.  We  staid 
there  all  Night,  being  not  able  to  scout  any  farther,  or  return  home 
because  of  a  heavy  Rain. 

18.  Sat  off  from  Fort  Lebanon  in  the  morning  being  rainy 
Weather,  and  ranged  the  Woods  coming  back,  as  before,  with  the 
same  number  of  men,  &  arrived  at  Fort  on  Northkill  about  4  o'clock 
io  the  afternoon. 

19.  Gave  Orders  to  Serj^  Pet'.  Smith  to  Scout  to  Fort  Lebanon, 
k  to  bring  me  Report  the  next  Bay  of  his  Proceedings.  Accord- 
ingly He  arrived  on  the  20th  ab^  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
made  Report  that  JEIe  had  done  according  to  his  Orders,  and  that 
He  had  made  no  Discoveries.  Record  a  Letter  by  him  from  Capt* 
Morgan,  informing  me  that  He  had  no  News,  &c. 

21.    Sent  off  Corporal  Shafer  to  scout  as  before. 

22d.  Minister  Shumaker  came  &  preach'd  a  Sermon  to  the  Com- 
pany. The  scout  arrived  from  Fort  Lebanon.  The  Corporal  re* 
ported  that  Nothing  strange  had  come  to  his  Knowledge*  A  Scout 
of  Capt*  Basse's  arrived  about  11  o'clock;  and  ret*  ab^  4  towaT^*" 

*  The  name  of  the  officer  is  not  attached  to  the  Journal. 
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their  fort,  bat  npon  the  Indian  Alarms  they  immediately  ref  back 
to  my  fort  and  gave  me  Notice :  In  the  midst  of-  the  Rain,  I  sent  on 
the  first  Notice,  Sexj^  Smith,  with  18  men,  and  ordered  them  ta 
divide  themselves  in  two  Parties. 

June  23*.  Seij*  Smith  ret*  and  made  Report  that  he  arrived  at  Dicta's 
House  about  10  o'clock  in  the  Night,  where  they^  heard  a  Gun  go 
off  at  Jacob  Smith's  about  a  mile  from  there.  They  Immediately 
sat  off  agfkin  from  said  Smith's  towards  the  Place  where  the  Gun 
went  off,  and  Surrounded  the  House  (according  to  my  Orders.) 
They  searched  all  the  House  but  found  no  marks  of  Indians.  From 
there  they  marched  to  Falks  House  in  the  Gap,  and  surrounded  it, 
but  found  no  Indians.  From  there  they  went  to  the  Mountain,  and 
arrived  there  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  where  Serj*  Smith,  ae* 
cording  to  Orders,  Waylay  the  Road  in  two  Parties,  and  as  soon  as 
it  was  Day  went  back  and  buried  the  man  that  was  killed,  to  wit, 
Peter  Geisinger,  who  was  sliot,  and  killed  the  Day  before.  At 
Buruying  himj  they  heard  5  Guns  go  off  ab^  2  miles  from  said 
Place,  whereupon  Serj^  Smith  Immediatelv  repaired  to  the  Place,  & 
divided  themselves  in  two  Parties,  (I  had  sent  off  Corporal  Sheffer 
with  8  men  on  the  22d  to  their  assistance.)  Seij^  Smith  also  makes 
Report  that  this  Morning  at  7  o'clock  a  Girl  of  ab*  15  yeaiSi 
Daughter  of  Balaer  Schmidt,  was  taken  Prisoner,  by  two  Indians, 
whose  Tracts  they  saw  and  followed,  but  to  no  Purpose. ,  A  Party 
of  GaptP  Bttsse's  Company  went  along  from  this  and  remained  with 
my  men  all  the  Time.     15  or  16  of  the  Inhabitants  came  to  |ne  and. 

Sply'd  fur  assistance.    I  ordered  out  several  Detachm*'  to  assist 
sm. 

24.  I  sat  off  with  20  men  from  this  to  Capt*  Busse's  Fort  along 
the  mountahi,  &  called  at  the  Place  where  the  Murder  was  com- 
itted.  Went  up  as  far  as  the  Gap  of  the  Mountain,  but  as  I  found 
no  Tracts  there,  I  thought  the  Indians  would  be  on  this  Side  the 
mountains,  therefore  I  went  up  alons  the  mountains  without  oppo- 
sition, till  to  Capt"  Busse's  Fort,  and  as  it  rained  very  hard  all  Day 
and  We  went  far  about,  We  arrived  there  towards  the  Evening. 

25.  Sat  off  in  the  morning  with  the  same  number  of  men,  and 
scoured  the  Woods  back  near  the  Same  Way  back  again,  and  arrived 
towards  £venin|;  in  the  fort^  beine  rainy  Weather. 

26.  Rcce'd  m  the  morning  a  Letter,  for  my  positive  Orders  not 
to  neglect  my  scouting  toward  Fort  Lebanon,  accordingly  immedi- 
ately called  in  my  Detachm*".  This  afternoon  a  Woman  living  ab' 
li  miles  from  here,  came  to  the  fort,  and  said  she  had  seen  an  In- 
dian just  now  in  her  Field,  almost  naked,  &  had  a  Gun,  but  sud 
she  did  not  stay  to  look  long.  I  immediately  sent  off  S^^  Smith 
with  2  Parties,  consbting  of  ab^  20  men.  They  searched  the  Place, 
and  found  nothing,  but  saw  2  Baxefeet  Tracks.  They  divided  into 
small  Parties,  &  scound  the  Woods  till  Evening  &  then  ret'  to  the 
fort,  and  as  I  had  to  Day  but  men  sufficient  to  guard  the  fort,  I 
sepf  out  no  scout.    This  Evening  Intelligence  came  to  me  from  the 
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Colooelsy  informing  me  that  He  had  notice  from  Capt^  Omdt  of  15 
Indians  going  to  fall  on  this  Settlement  or  hereabouts.  He  ordered 
me  therefore  immediately  to  Send  Notice  thereof  to  Oapt*  Busse's 
Fort,  in  order  that  it  might  be  from  there  conTejed  to  Fort  Swa- 
tan,  accordingly  I  did. 

Jane  27.  Gave  Orders  to  Serj^  Smith  to  go  scouting  the  Woods  be- 
tween this  and  fort  Lebanon,  and  if  Capt*  Morgan  thought  that  it 
was  seryiceable,  to  range  some  Way  up  Schuylkill,  (as  that  Gap  is 
their  common  Rendevouc.) 

28.  A  scout  of  Capt"  Busse  arrived  in  the  Forenoon,  &  sat  off 
again  this  afternoon. 

29.  In  the  Evening  there  came  two  men  to  the  Fort,  and  re- 
ported that  the  Indians  had  invaded  about  6  miles  from  this,  ab'  9 
o'clock  this  morning.  I  was  somewhat  concerned  that  I  had  no 
sooner  Intelligence  of  it;  however  I  immediately  sent  off  12  men 
under  2  Corporals. 

30.  About  noon  the  2  Corporals  retiirned  and  made  the  follow- 
ing Report.  That  Yesterday  he  could  not  reach  the  Place  as  they 
all  were  tired,  but  staid  at  a  House  till  nigh  Break  of  Day,  and  then 
sat  off  again-.  He  did  not  immediately  go  to  the  Place  where  the 
man  &c.  were  killed,  but  went  somewhat  further  down  towards 
SchuylkDl,  thinking  that  the  Indians  had  invaded  lower  down,  but 
as  it  was  not  so,  He  took  another  Rout,  towards  Schuylkill,  think- 
ing that  perhaps  the  Indilins  had  invaded  lower  down,  but  as  it  was 
not  so  he  took  another  Rout  towards  the  Place  where  the  murder 
was  committed,  and  as  he  came  there,  he  found  the  man's  Wife, 
(Fred.  Myers)  who  had  been  at  a  Plough,  and  shot  thro'  both  her 
Breasts,  £  was  scalped.  After  that  he  went  to  look  for  the  Man, 
whom  they  found  dead  &  scalped  some  Way  in  the  Woods.  They 
took  a  Ladder  &  carried  him  to  his  Wife,  where  the  Neighbour's 
came,  &  helped  to  bury  them,  after  which  they  went  towards  (he 
mountain,  and  scouted  along  the  same  &  arrived  here  about  4 
o'doek  in  the  afternoon.  It  is  reported  by  the  Farmar's  who  saw 
the  deceased  a  short  while  before^  that  he  was  mowing  in  his 
Meadow,  and  that  his  Children  were  about  him,  which  makes 
tbem  Believe  that  the  Man,  after  he  heard  the  Shot  (which  killed 
his  Wife)  he  went  to  run  off  with  only  the  youngest  Child  in  his 
Arms,  as  the  Man  was  Shot  thro'  the  Body,  and  the  Child  is  1| 
^ears  of  Age  and  is  scalped,  but  ypt  alive,  and  is  put  to  a  Doctors. 
The  other  three,  who  were  with  their  Father,  arc  taken  Prisoners ; 
One  of  them  is  a  Boy  ab*  10  years  old,  the  other  a  Girl  of  8  years, 
k  the  other  a  Boy  of  6  years.  There  was  a  Baby,  whom  they  found 
in  a  Dich,  that^the  water  was  just  to  its  Mouth.  It  was  laying  on 
its  Back  crying.  It  was  taken  up,  and  is  like  to  do  well.  A  Boy 
of  one  Reichard,  of  Eight  years,  was  taken  Prisoner  at  the  same  time. 
This  was  all  done  within  half  an  Hour,  as  some  Neighbours  had 
been  there  in  that  Space  of  Time. 

July  1.  Serj^  Petr  Smith  rct*^  with  the  Scout;  and  reported  that 
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when  be  eame  to  F*  Lebanon^  Capt*  Morgan  sent  a  Detacbm^  ander 
Ensign  Harry  to  the  Gap  of  the  Schnjlkill.  And  that  on  the  28^ 
last  past,  they  ascended  the  Mountains,  and  when  they  eame  on  the 
other  Side,  they  found  an  encamping  Place  of  the  Indians,  which, 
after  Ensign  Harry  had  surrounded  with  his  Party,  he  sent  off  8eij< 
Smith  with  another  Party  to  lay  in  ambush  on  the  Indian  Path  all 
Night,  but  as  nothing  wtA  to  be  heard  of  the  Indians,  they  met  again 
the  next  Day;  The  Indians,  as  he  supposes,  having  left  that  Place 
the  Bay  before.  However,  they  found  2  Match  Coats,  one  Spear, 
one  Scalping  Knife,  some  Virmilion,  and  800  Black  Wampum,  also 
'great  Variety  of  Salves.  The  29^  they  yet  lay  in  Ambush  in  several 
Parties,  but  all  to  no  Purpose.  The  Indians  having,  without  Doubt, 
discovered  them,  in  Case  any  was  thereabouts.  The  30^  they  sat  off 
from  the  Hills,  and  arrived  within  a  few  Miles  of  this  fort.  And 
the  1  July,  they  arrived  Accordingly  in  the  Fort 

July  2.  Being  rainy  Weather  I  sent  no  Scout,  but  put  the  Men 
to  work  to  repair  the  Stoccadoes. 

8.  Early  in  the  Morning  my  Men  were  all  gathered,  &  I  ordered  a 
Corporal  to  Scout  with  a  Party  to  Fort  Lebanon,  &  return  part  of 
the  Way  and  encamp  in  the  Woods  upon  a  rising  Ground,  that  He 
might  the  easier  discover  a  fire. 

4.  In  the  Morning  a  Scout  of  Captain  Busse's  arrived  &  returned 
again  in  the  Aftornoon.  fhe  Scout  from  Fort  Lebanon  returned  & 
the  Corporal  made  Report,  that  he  had  ranged  as  directed,  but  had 
made  no  Disscoveries. 

5.  Being  a  very  rainy  Day,  could  send  no  Scout. 

6.  Sent  Seij^  Smith  on  a  Scout  to  range  on  this  Side  the  Moun- 
tains, towards  Sohylkill. 

7.  A  Scout  of  Capt"  Busse's  arrived  &  set  off  again  directly.  In 
the  Afternoon  my  Scout  ret*',  but  had  no  News.  It  raining  hard,  they 
iay  in  a  House  about  12  Miles  from  here. 

8.  Being  appointed  by  his  Honour  the  Govern*'  a  Day  of  Fast,  I 
I  sent  no  Scout,  but  had  a  Sermon  read  in  the  fort,  where  numbers 
of  the  Neighbours  had  assembled.  A  Scout  of  Capf"  Busse's  arrived 
&  ret'  directly. 

9.  Sent  off  Corp^  Shefer  with  a  Scout  to  Fort  Lebanon,  who  ret*^ 
on  the 

10.  But  brought  no  Intelligence.  I  rece'd  Orders  to  repair  to 
Beading,  where  I  arrived  this  Aftornoon. 

11.  Returned  again  into  the  Fort,  where  Serj^  Smith  informed  me 
a  Scout  of  Capt"  Busse's  had  arrived  at  the  fort  &  ret*.  That  he  had 
ranged  the  Gap  about  2  Miles  from  this,  and  had  been  over  the 
Mountains,  but  had  discovered  nothing. 

12*^.  A  Scout  of  Capt*  Busse's  arrived  &  ret*  Immediately. 
Sent  a  Corporal  and  a  Sciut  to  range  to  Fort  Lebanon. 

18.  My  Scout  from  Fort  Lebanon  returned.  The  Corporal  re- 
ported he  had  ranged  as  ordered,  but  had  no  Discoveries. 

14.    Capt"  Busee  arrived  this  Morning  -with  a  Party  of  Capt* 
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Smith's  &  his  own,  to  the  Namber  of  ab^  28.    I  gave  him  15  of  my 
Men,  in  order  to  escort  the  Treaty  at  Easton. 
July  15.     It  being  a  rainy  Day  I  sent  no  Soont. 

16.  Gontinning  rainy  Weather,  I  oonld  send  no  Sooat  In  the 
Evening  repaired  some  Stoccadoes,  the  Rain  having  held  np. 

17.  The  Water  being  high  &  the  Bnshes  wet,  I  ooqld  send  no 
Sooat  to  Day.  A  Scout  of  Oapt*  Busse's  arrived;  there  being  no 
Water  between  his  &  this  fort. 

18.  Sent  a  Scout  along  the  Mountains.  They  arrived  in  the 
Evening  k  had  no  Intellig^*. 

*  19.     A  Scout  of  Capt*  Busse's  arrived  k  rot*  directly.    Sent 
Berg*  Smith  with  a  Scout  to  Fort  Lebanon. 

20.  Serj*  Smith  ret'  &  reported  that  he  had  been  at  Fort  Leba- 
non &  ret*  some  Part  of  the  Way  &  laid  in  the  Woods,  but  had 
made  no  fire.  They  made  no  Discovery.  A  Scout  of  CaptP  Busse's 
arrived  and  ret*  Instantly. 

21.  Having  laid  out  Part  of  my  Men  to  protect  the  Farmer's  ft 
tiie  Rest  being  fatigued  with  Yesterday's  Scout^  I  could  send  none 
to  Day. 

22*^.  Sent  a  Scout  along  the  Mountain  who  ret*  without  Discov- 
ering any  Thing. 

July  23*.  I  went  flcouUng  with  a  Party  over  the  Mountains,  and 
as  it  was  very  warm,  I  ordered  the  .Men  about  Noon  to  rest  them- 
selves a  Couple  of  Hours  when  We  were  over  the  Mountains.  I 
then  ordered  them  to  march,  and  as  We  came  to  Schuylkill,  I  saw  it 
was  too  high  for  the  Men  to  wade  through.  I  then  got  Horses,  ft 
towards  Evening  We  got  over  SchuylkilK  We  arrived  at  Fort  Leb- 
anon towards  Night,  &  was  obliged  to  stay  there  that  Night 

24*^.  Returned,  and  as  soon  as  We  came  over  on  this  Side  of  the 
Mountains,  (it  being  yet  early  in  the  Day,)  I  took  quite  another  Rout 
thro'  the  Woods,  but  made  no  Discovery,  so  We  arrived  at  the  Fort 
in  the  Evening.  I  had  not'  been  there  one  half  an  Hour  bef^  three 
Farmara  came  and  informed  me  that  this  Morning  the  Indians  had 
taken  a  Boy  of  about  14  Years  Prisoner,  but  had  done  no  other 
Damage.  I  immediately  sent  off  a  party,  but  as  it  happened,  the 
Boy  being  taken  Prisoner  in  the  Morning,  Night  oame  on  before  my 
Hen  could  get  there. 

25.  In  the  Morning  I  heard  the  Boy  had  escaped,  and  that  he 
made  Report  that  there  were  4  white  Blen  ft  4  Indians  with  him,  ft 
that  At  Night  he  escaped,  they  had  tied  him  and  he  was  obliged  to 
lay  between  them,  but  as  they  all  got  drunk,  and  fut  aalcep,  he 
untied  himself  and  ran  off.  He  farther  says  that  when  he  was 
taken  Prisoner  he  made,  and  that  they  struck  him,  ft  told  him  to  be 
silent.  I  imagine  they  saw  me  with  my  Men  go  over  the  Day  bef ' 
yesteiday.  The  Indians  were  this  Night  ab*  the  fort,  but  it  was  very 
dark,  theref '  I  did  not  sally  out. 

26.  This  Morning  sent  out  Serj*  Smith,  with  5  Men  to  search  ab* 
the  fort  for  Tracksj  but  he  only  found  one  which  was  in  a  mud<^ 
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Plaoe.  But  it  being  nothiDg  but  Stones,  He  caald  not  follow  the 
Tracts.     It  rained  all  Daj  very  hard,  therf '  I  could  send  no  Scout 

July  27^.  Sent  a  Scout  down  on  this  Side  of  the  Mountain. 
The  Scout  rei*^  in  the  Evening  having  no  Intelligence. 

28^*>.  A  Scout  of  Gapt'  Busse's  arrived  and  ret*^  ab^  Noon;  No- 
thing Extraordinary  happened, 

29^.  Sent  Serj*  Smith  with  a  Scout  along  the  Mountains.  He 
ret*^  having  nothing  particular. 

80^.  A  Scout  of  L^  Philip  Weiser,  from  Capt*  Busse  arrived. 
Having  laid  aside  out  several  Detachments  to  assist  the  Farmars,  I 
could  send  no  Scout  to  Day. 

31.  Lieut.  Weiser  pet'  from  his  Scout.  I  called  in  the  Detach* 
m**  this  Day,  and  sent  out  a  Scout  which  ret**  this  Evening. 

Aug*  !■'.  The  Men  being  tired  &  their  Feet  in  Blisters^  I  let 
them  rest  this  Day. 

2".  Sent  a  Scout  along  the  Mountains  with  Orders  to  range  to 
Schuylkill. 

8"*.  The  Corporal  ret'  from  hb  Scout  and  reported  ho  had  ranged 
as  ordered. 

4.  A  Scout  of  Capt*"  Busse's  arrived  &  ret'  the  same  Day.  The 
Inhabitants  desiring  Assistance  to  bring  in  their  Harvest,  I  gave 
them  some  men  &  went  altho'  a  scouting,  but  as  I  left  few  Men  in 
the  Fort,  I  ret'  this  Evening. 

5.  A  Scout  of  Gapt"  Busse's  arrived  &  went  off  aft'  they  had 
rested  awhile.  Sent  Serj*  Smith  with  a  Scout  &  ordered  him  to 
range  the  Woods  on  this  Side  the  Mountain.  He  ret*  and  had  no- 
thing particular.' 

6.  Sent  off  a  Scout  They  went  along  on  the  foot  of  the  Moun- 
tain &  ret'  the  Evening  without  any  Intelligence. 

7*".  Being  Sunday,  I  took  a  Party  &  went  to  Church  with  a 
Party,  as  the  Church  lies  near  the  Mountain  &  the  Minister  could 
not  come  without  a  Ouard. 

8.  The  Gentry  fired  at  an  Indian.  The  Indian  stood  behind  a 
Bush  ab*  300  Yards  off,  and  was  viewing  the  fort.  I  went  off  with 
18  Men  and  parted  then  in  6  Parties  and  went  after  the  Indians,  but 
could  not  come  up  with  them.  Went  to  clearing  ab*  the  fort,  it 
being  thick  of  Bushes. 

9.  Continued  clearing  &  burning  Brush  .so  that  on  the  South 
Side  of  the  Fort,  it  is  cleared  a  full  Musquet  Shot.  A  Party  of 
Captain  Busse's  arrived. 

10.  Sent  off  a  scouting  Party,  who  ret'  and  brought  no  Intelli- 
gence. This  Night  the  (gentry  ab*  an  Hour  after  Dark  perceived 
that  a  fire  which  had  been  kindled  to  bum  Brush,  but  was  bef  ■*  Night 
gone  out,  began  to  burn  afresh ;  upon  which  he  called  the  Serjeant 
of  the  Guard,  who  perceiving  the  same,  ordered  the  Guard  to  firci 
on  which  the  Indians  ran  off.  The  Dogs  pursued  'em,  &  kept  bark- 
ing after  'em,  ab*  half  a  Mile.    I  had  the  M^n  all  under  Arms;  but 
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every  ilniig  being  now  mietj  dismissed  'enii  orderinff  tbem  to  be  in 
eontiDual  Readiness  with  their  Accoutrements  on.  In  ab*  an  Hoar, 
the  Indians  rot^  and  took  a  Firebrand  out  of  the  fire  &  ran  off.  They 
were  immedeately  fired  on,  but  in  vain. 

Aug.  11.  Ensign  Biddle  arrived  at  the  fort  unth  the  Detachment 
of  our  Company  that  were  in  Easton. 

12.  A  Soont  of  Capt*  Basse's  arrived  &  ret^  directly. 

13.  This  Day  I  left  the  fort  in  Order  to  go  to  the  Col'"  agreeable 
to  bis  Orders.     I  left  Ensign  Biddle  in  the  fort. 

Sent  a  Corporal  to  range  towards  Sohuylkill,  who  ret<  the  same 
Evening  &  the  Corporal  reported  he  had  ranged  as  directed  and  had 
made  no  Discoveries.  A  Scout  of  Capt*  Busse's  arrived;  &  ret'  the 
same  Evening. 

14.  Being  Sunday,  Minister  Shumoker"*;  came  here,  &  the  Soldiers 
being  fatigued  with  continual  Scouting,  there  was  no  Scout  to  Day. 

15.  Ensign  Biddle  sent  a  Corporal  with  a  Scout  to  ranee  East- 
wards towards  Schuylkill  &  return  under  the  Mountains.  The  Scout 
ref  towards  Evening,  &  the  Corporal  made  Report,  he  had  ranged 
as  directed,  and  had  no  Intelligence. 

16.  Sent  an  express  Serjeant  with  15  Men  to.  range  Eastward 
along  the  Mountain.  A  Scout  of  Capt"  Busse's  arrived  &  ret'  im- 
mediately. In  the  Afternoon,  the  Scout  ret'.  The  Seij^  made  Re- 
port he  had  ranged  as  directed,  but  had  no  news. 

17.  Early  this  Morning  Ensign  Biddle  sent  Serj^  Smith  with  10 
men  to  escort  Lieut.  Col^  Weiscr,  who  was  expected  here  this  Day. 

This  Day  Col^  Weiser  arrived,  accompanied  with  Capt*  Busse  and 
myself,  together  with  the  said  Escort.  The  CoP  returned  the  same 
Daj  homewards,  after  We  had  chosen  a  place  where  to  build  a  New 
Fort.     Ensign  Biddle  went  along  with  Copt"  BusSe. 

18.  Sent  off  a  Scout  to  Fort  Lebanon,  and  ordered  them  to  range 
the  Woods  between  here  &  that  fort  till  Night. 

19.  The  Scout  ret'  ab*  4  O'Clock  &  informed  that  he  had  done 
according  to  his  Orders.  Capt"  Morgan  came  with  the  Scout  and 
ret'  the  same  Evening.  * 

20.  Sent  a  Scout  of  15  Men  to  range  the  Woods  towards  Schuyl- 
kill, into  Windsor  Township,  &  with  Orders  to  call  in  some  Detach- 
menta  lying  in  the  said  Township,  according  to  Lieut.  Col'*  Orders. 

2L  The  Scout  ret'  with  the  Detach  m**.  The  Corporal  reported 
he  had  done  according  to  his  Orders,  but  had  no  News.  The  same 
Day  Capt"  Busse  &  Ensign  Biddle  arrived  from  Fort  Henry,  Captain 
fiosse  ret'  the  same  Evening. 

22'.  Reoe^d  an  Express  from  Lieut.  Col^  Weiser,  with  Orders  to 
come  to  his  House.  In  Pursuance  of  which,  I  sat  off  immediately, 
leaving  Ensign  Biddle  in  the  fort. 

*  Rev*d  Skumaker,  was  pastor  of  Lutheran  coDgrcgaiioii  at  Reading  firom 
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23^  A  Soont  of  Gapt"  Basse  arriTed.  ^  The  Gentry's  heud  the 
Indians  distinotly  whistle  this  Night  in  the  fort  Woods. 

24.  Ensign  Biddle,  aooording  to  Orders,  with  a  Scout  of  20  Men, 
went  over  the  Mountains  to  Gaptain  Morgan's  Fort. 

25.  Lieut.  Philip  Weiser  came  here  from  Fort  Henrj,  with  a 
Scout. 

26.  Ensign  Biddle  ret'  from  his  Soont,  having  heen  at  Gapt* 
Morgan's  fort,  &  from  thence  scouted  over  the  Mountains  into  AUe- 
mangle  &  from  thence  along  the  foot  of  the  Mountains  till  here. 
This  Day  I  also  arrived  in  the  fort  from  L^  Gol*.  Weiser's. 

27.  Having  Orders  from  L^  GoP.  Weiser's  to  look  out  for  a  pro- 
per Place  to  build  a  new  fort,  this  being  so  bad,  I  began  to  lay  out 
one  on  a  spot  which  had  been  bef^  pitched  upon  by  the  Golonel  and 
Gapt"  Bosse,  But  night  coming,  We  could  not  finish. 

28.  Laid  out  the  remainiDg  Part  of  the  fort. 

29.  Had  some  Brush  cut,  round  the  new  intended  fort,  till 
Evening. 

30.  Sent  off  a  Scout  towards  Schuylkill.  They  ref  in  the 
Evening,  but  made  no  returned  with  the  remaining  party  of  the 
Men.     I  continued  clearing  &  burning  of  Brush. 

81.  Sent  off  Serj^  Smith  with  a  scouting  Party,  towards  Schuyl- 
kill.   He  ret^  but  made  no  Discovery. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Philadelphia,  Tuesday,  the  Sixth  of  Angust| 

Present. 

The  Honourable  JAMES  HAMILTON,  Epquire,  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernor. 

Robert  Strettell,  Benjamin  Shoemaker,  "^ 

Joseph  Xurner,  Eighard  Peters,  V  Esq". 

William  Loo  an,  j 

The  Ooveruor  informed  the  Council,  that  having  a  standing  In- 
struction from  the  Proprietaries  to  take  all  Opportunities  of  making 
another  Purchase  of  Lands  from  the  Six  Nations,  which  was  every 
Day  become  more  Urgent  by  the  great  Numbers  of  People  setling 
beyond  the  blue  Hills  over  Sasquehanna,  as  all  such  Settlements 
were  contrary  to  the  Stipulations  of  this  Government  with  those 
Indians,  and  might  create  Differences  with  them.  He  had  reoom- 

*  There  mast  be  an  error  in  this  date,  as  Hamilton  was  not  then  OoTemor 
— it  should  be  1764,  and  not  1756.  Purchases  were  made  or  confirmed  in 
1764.  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VI.  p.  124,  &c.  See  Minute  of  Aug.  6,  1754, 
Vol.  VI.,  p.  67,  when  the  same  persons  were  present,  though  this  does  not 
appear  on  it.  It  may  have  been  another  session  on  the  same  day — this  is 
apparently  a  Copy. 
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metided  it  to  M'.  Penn  and  M'.  Peters  to  try,  by  all  the  means  in 
their  power  to  make  a  Purchase,  and  the  Larger  the  better ;  and  to 
fiicilitate  this  necessary  Work,  He  had,  by  the  advice  of  M'.  Wei* 
ser,  dispatched  John  Sbick  Galamy,  early  in  the  Spring  with  a  Mes« 
sage  to  the  Six  Nations,  informing  them  of  the  necessity  of  another 
Purchase  by  reason  of  the  Eocrease  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  their 
being  not  to  be  restrained  from  making  Settlements  beyond  the  Pre- 
sent Boundaries,  and  desiring  they  would  enter  into  Treaty  with. 
M'.  Penn  &  M'.  Peters,  who  were  to  be  at  Albany  in  the  Summer^ 
and  would  have  full  Powers  for  that  Purpose. 

His  Honour  further  said,  that  in  Consequence  of  this  Message  a 
Treaty  had  been  held  with  those  Indians,  and  the  Report  thereof 

he  would  now  Communicate  to  the 
Council,  and  accordingly  it  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  entered.* 

JndortecL 

Minutes  of  Council  of  the  6*^  of  Aug^,  an  Indian  purchase. 


Deposition,  Peter  Hogg,  1754. 

Albant,  m  : 

Appeared  before  me,  Peter  Hogg,  of  Hosick,  in  the  County  of 
Albany,  Yeoman,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  the 
Almighty  God.  Deposeth,  and  on  his  Oath,  doth  say,  That  this  day, 
about  three  of  the  Clock,  he  left  Hosick,  where  he  then  saw  the 
greatest  Part  in  a  light  Fire  or  Blaze ;  the  Houses,  Bams,  and 
Barracks,  that  stood  there,  on  the  East  side  of  the  Hosick  Kill  or 
Creek.  And  further  saith,  that  when  he  left  Hosick  this  day,  that 
he  then,  there  heard  one  John  Hogg  say,  that  he  had  seen  the 
£nemy  at  the  distance  of  about  one  hundred  yards,  and  that  he 
guessed  them  to  be  above  three  hundred  in  number :  And  further, 
tLis  Deponent  saith  Not. 

PETER  HOK. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  28th  August,  1754, 

ROBERT  SAUNDERS, 
New  York.  Mayor. 

A  true  Copy  Exam'.  By 

GEO.  BANYAR,  Secry. 

Indorsed. — ''  Affidavit  of  the  burning  &  destroying  the  Settle- 
ment at  Hoseck." 

*  Some  words  wanting. 
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Deposition  of  Francis  Claw,  1754. 

City  of  New  York,  w.  : 

Fran".  Claw,  of  Kinderhook,  in  tbe  County  of  Albany,  a  Person  of 
good  Faith  and  Credit,  personally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  Edward 
Holland,  Esq*".,  Mayor  of  the  said  City,  and  being  by  me,  sworn  on  the 
holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  on  Friday 
Morning  last,  one  Lodowick  Planck,  came  to  his,  the  Deponents  Honsc, 
at  Kinderhook  aforesaid,  and  informed  him  that  the  night  before,  he 
had  lodged  at  the  House  of  Captain  Petrus  Van  Bergen,  at  Cozakey, 
about  twenty  miles  to  the  Southward  of  Albany,  and  that  about 
twelve  o'clock,  that  Night,  an  Express  arrived  from  Albany,  and 
informed  Captain  Van  Bergen,  that  a  Party  of  French  and  Indians, 
had  taken  and  burnt  Fort  Massachusetts,  near  Hoseck,  on  Wednes- 
day Morning  last,  and  that  in  the  Afternoon,  on  the  same  day,  they 
had  burnt  several  Hooses  at  Hoseck,  aforesaid  :  And  the  depuncnt, 
further  saith  Not. 

his 

FRANS  F  K  CLAW. 

mark. 

Sworn  this  2*.  day  of  September,  1754,  Befcre  me, 

EDW.  HOLLAND. 
A  true  Copy  Ex*., 

GEO.  BANYAR,  Secry. 

IndoTied — "  Affidavit  of  the  taking  &  burning  of  Fort  Massa- 
ohusctts." 


GovR.  Db  Lancey  to  Goyr.  Hamilton,  1754. 

New  York,  2*.  September,  1754. 

Sir: 

On  Saturday  Evening  last,  I  received  a  Letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Indian  Affairs,  acquainting  me,  that  they  had  received  a 
Report  the  Sunday  before,  that  a  number  of  French  Indians  were 
gone  out  a  fighting  towards  Hoseck,  and  on  W^ednesday  last,  they 
had  the  Information  herewith  inclosed,  which,  together  with  an 
affidavit  taken  here  this  day,  I  thought  necessary  to  send  you. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  roost  obedient, 

&  most  humble 

Servant, 
JAMES  DE  LANCEY. 

The  Hon*'*.  Oov£RXOB  Hamilton. 
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Gov.  DiKwiDDiB*s  Speech  on  Pboroguikg  the  Assembly 

OF  Virginia,  1764. 

The  Speech  of  the  Hon^i"  Robert  DinwiJdie,  Esq',  His  Majesty's 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander-in-Cbief  of  je  Colony  and 
Dominion  of  Virginia,  at  ye  Prorogation  of  ye  General  Assembly. 

Gentlemen  of  ye  Council;  M.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  ye  House 

of  Burgesses : 

♦ 
The  impending  Danger  from  ye  violent  Incursions  of  ye  Frenchi 

their  Threats  and  Depredations,  were  ye  only  Motives  for  calling  you 

together  at  this  time.     And  ye  Lives,  Liberties,  &  Properties  of  your 

Constituents  are  in  such  imminent  Hazard,  I  did  not  in  ye  least  doubt 

but  that  you  would,  before  this,  have  strenffthened  my  Hands  with  a 

proper  Supply  to  frustrate  their  malicious  Intentions,  and  especially, 

when  I  received  from  you  such  strong  and  repeated  Assurances,  that 

you  "  Were  Determined,  on  your  Parts,  to  withstand  yo  impending 

**  Danger,  &  to  persue  every  measure  in  your  Power  to  defeat  these 

^*  pernicious  Designs  of  your  Enemies,"  I  thought  I  might  reasonably 

admit  ye  pleasing  Hopes,  that  "  You  would  effectually  provide  for 

*'yonr  Country's  Preservation,  &  convince  ye  World,  that  you  had 

'<  nothing  more  at  heart  than  a  zealous  Discharge  of  your  Duty  to  ye 

"best  of  Kings,  &,  ye  sincerest  Regard  for  your  Country's  Welfare." 

How  great  then,  Gentlemen,  must  be  my  Surprize,  and  with  what 
amazement  must  that  Country  &  ye  World  see  such  high  Expecta- 
tions cast  down  so  low !  See  you  caH'd  upon  in  ye  Day  of  your 
Country's  Distress ;  hear  you  declaring  your  knowledge  of  her  Dan* 
ger,  and  professing  your  most  ardent  Zeal  for  her  Service,  and  yet 
find  these  Declarations  only  an  unavailing  Flourish  of  Words,  &  that, 
inconsistent  with  them,  &  ye  purposes  of  your  Meeting,  you  withhold 
your  Aid,  &  thereby  leave  ye  Enemy  at  full  Liberty  to  perpetrate 
their  destructive  &  unjust  Designs. 

The  independent  Companies,  ordered  by  his  Majesty,  cloathcd  & 
paid  by  him,  and  now  employed  in  your  immediate  Defence,  you 
absolutely,  by  your  Besolve  to  me,  deny  Subsistence .  to,  A  thing 
aopreoedented  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions,  where  they  have 
been  employ 'd  in  their  Defence,  from  Incursions  or  threatened  In- 
vasions. 

I  have  my  Master's  Service,  ft  ye  Safety  ft  Honor  of  Virginia  so 
much  ft  80  truly  at  Heart,  that  I  ean  not  but  be  deeply  affected  at  a 
Conduct  so  contrary  to  her  Interest,  and  not  altogether  unconcerned 
for  you,  Gkntlemen  of  ye  House  of  Burgesses,  that  you  should  ap- 
pear in  so  bad  a  Licht  to  his  Majesty,  ft  give  such  ill  Impressions  to 
ye  neighbouring  Colonies. 

However,  as  I  find  you  are  determined  not  to  do  what  your  Duty 
to  his  Majesty,  ft  ye  present  obvious  Danger  indispensably  require, 
I  think  it  proper,  to  avoid  aggravating  unnecessary  Expcnces,  p^^^* 

VoL.  n.— 8 
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cukrljr  inoonvenient  at  this  time,  and  therefore  to  put  an  End  to 
your  GontiDQaooe  here,  I  do  proroffae  you  to  ye  Seventeenth  Day  of 
October  nezt^  &  yon  are  acooxdingiy  prorogued  to  that  Time. 


Wm.  Al^xandbr  to  B.  Peters,  1754. 

Dear  Sir : 

I  think  I  told  yon  last  Winter  of  a  Gent  we  have  here,  very  ex- 
traordinary for  teaching  writing  in  a  Short  time  in  great  perfectloo* 
'Tie  M'.  Elfinaston,  who  is  the  bearer  of  this ;  he  intends  to  Stay  at 
Phikdelphia  Next  Winter  if  he  meets  with  Inconragement,  and  has 
asked  of  me  to  recommend  him  to  some  Gent  there,  I  know  of  none 
more  proper  than  M'.  Peters,  and  I  hope  he'll  pardon  the  Liberty  I 
take  in  doing  so,  as  he  is  a  promoter  of  every  thing  of  Pablic  use. 
The  specimens  M'.  Elfingston  will  shew  yon,  sufficiently  say  what 
he  can  do,  some  t>f  them  are  so  surprising  that  they  almost  want  a 
Voucher  to  make  the  honesty  of  them  belived,  most  of  those  he  has 
taught  here  I  am  acquainted  with,  and  know  that  their  Specimens 
were  taken  very  impartially.    I  am 

D'  Sir, 
Your  Most  Humble  ScrvS 

WM.  ALEXANDER. 
New  York,  1 

Sep'.  16%  1754.   J 

Dtredion. 
To  Bichard  Peters,  Esq*".,  Philadelphia,  p^  M'.  Elfingston. 


Extracts  of  Letter  from  James  Stbyrnson  to 1754. 

Dear  Sir : 

I  am  not  Certain  that  the  French  are  Concerned  in  the  late  Incur* 
sions  and  Depredations  made  on  our  Country,  But  so  it  is,  that  16 
Houses  with  Bams  &  Barracks  belonging  to  them  are  burnt  Down 
and  Destroy<^,  with  the  wheat  that  was  in  them;  their  whole  Crope, 
and  a  great  Number  of  Cattle  killed. 

It  is  probable  that  if  the  people  had  not  gott  some  Intelligence  of 
their  Danger  the  Day  before;  they  would  have  been  Massacred. 

Out  of  four  Men  that  were  together  in  a  Mill;  only  one  is  escaped 
clear.  One  was  killed;  Scalp'd  and  most  barbarously  butchered; 
another  wounded;  a  thinl  missing.  Some  Indians  have  told  here  in 
TowU;  that  they  had  seen  on  the  Carrying  Place;  those  Indians  who 
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had  been  at  Homk,  bat  they  had  no  Priaoner,  only  2  Scalpn,  to  it 
ia  likely  they  haTe  kill'  and  Soalp'd  tto  other  Man. 

I  am  afraid  the  Freneh  will  Stir  up  oar  own  Indiana  with  soma 
OrondaXy  who  they  pretend  they  cannot  hinder,  to  keep  na  in  Con- 
stant Alarm  i  they  will  thereby  oblige  our  People  to  leave  their 
SettlemeotSy  which  a  great  Number  have  already  done^  and  think  akoi 
it  will  prevent  oor  sending  Assistance  to  Ohio. 

Some  of  our  People  who  were  fled,  are  gone  back  to  thr^h  and 
bring  away  their  Wheat,  but  their  Summer  Oram,  Pease,  Oats  and 
Indian  Com,  are  all  Destroyed. 

I  desired  my  Son  to  give  you  a  hint  that  Lydius*  had  been  up 
amongst  the  Indians  and  procur'd  a  Deedf  in  behalf  of  the  Conneo- 
ticot  Government,  for  the  Lands,  or  perhaps  only  part  of  the  Landsy 
that  you  purchased  for  your  Government  I  am  since  informed  that 
the  fact  is  true.  Above  30  Oneydes'  are  now  in  Town.  It  is  pre- 
tended they  came  to  speak  with  the  Com"  of  Indian  Affairs,  but  if 
my  Information  be  Bight,  they  came  down  on  a  Message  was  sent 
to  them  by  Lydius,  and  they  are  mostly  at  his  House.  The  Com** 
knew  nothing  of  their  coming  till  the  Interpreter  sent  Word  from 
Schenectady,  that  they  were  so  far  as  Coll*  Johnson's  on  their  Way. 
I  am  assured  by  one  of  the  Witnesses  to  the  Deed,  that  Several  of 
our  Mohawks  signed  in  Lydius's  own  House,  besides  those  that 
Signed  in  their  own  Castle. 

According  to  your  Desire,  M'.  Claus  gott  the  Map  that  you  desired 
from  Lydius,  and  I  ffott  M*".  Bleecker  to  Copy  it,  for  which  be  charg'd 
forty  Shillings,  and  I  paid  him.  He  says  he  believes  it  to  be  very 
exact,  and  M*".  Lydius  says  that  the  Original  was  made  from  an  Ex- 
act Survey  taken  by  Order  of  the  King  of  Ffrance,  I  have  sent  it 
with  this  to  the  Care  of  M'.  William  Alexander.  I  am  with  the 
most  sincere  Respect, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  humble  Sevr^, 
JAS.  STEVENSON. 

Albany,  September  17%  1754. 

JndoneeL 
James  Stevenson,  17  Sepf,  1754. 

Bead  in  Council,  14  Jan'ry,  1755. 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.  Vol.  VI.  pp.  Ill,  112,  248,  284,  291,  298,  481. 
f  fiee  the  deed  on  page  147,  it  is  probably  that  alluded  to  aboTe. 


172  PENNSYLVANIA  ARgHIVBS  1754. 

B.  Pbtebs  to  Gov.  Mobbis,  1754. 

HoDOored  Sir: 

I  am  obliged  to  Yon  for  your  kind  Letter,  and  heartily  congratu- 
late Yon  on  jour  Arrival.  We  were  really  in  pain  for  xou^  haying 
lecjeived  accounts  of  your  having  left  London  in  June. 

Be  80  good  as  to  let  me  know  when  You  set  out,  time  enough  to 
wait  on  you  at  Brunswick,  being  impatient  to  make  you  a  Tender  of 
my  Servicesi  which  I  shall  do  with  infinite  Pleasure. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  inform  you,  that  by  our  Constitutioni  the 
Sheriffs,  Assembly  Men  and  other  Officers,  are  annually  elected  on 
the  1"^  8ber,  as  I  imagine  you  would  chuse  to  be  settled  in  both  your 
Governments  before  that  time,  and  your  Journey  to  Newcastle  will 
take  up  at  least  three  days. «  I  am, 

Your  Honour's 
.  _  Most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 
BICUARD  PKT£BS. 
Pbilad-,  19  Sept',  1754. 
Indorsed, — Septem'  19,  1754,  Bichard  Peters. 


Gov'r  Belcher,  of  N.  J.,  to  Gov'r  Morris,  1754. 

S': 

I  have  Your  Honour's  Favour,  of  the  23'  Instant,  &  thank  your 
Care  of  my  Packet  from  M**.  Partridge,  which  mentions  my  Son's 
Appointment  to  the  Chief  Justiceship  of  Nova  Scotia,  &  I  am 
oblidg'd  to  yon,  for  the  kind  Notice  you  take  of  this  Matter. 

I  congratulate  you,  8%  in  the  Commission  you  are  honourd  with, 
for  one  of  the  best  Governments  .on  the  English  Continent,  &  on 
your  safe  Arrival  so  fur  iu  your  way  to  it,  where  may  jou  long  enjoy 
It,  with  much  Health  &  with  much  Ease  in  your  Adiuinistration. 

As  JOU  Pass  through  this  Town  to  Pennsylvania,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  see  you  at  my  little  Cottage,  &  at  all  times  shall  take  Pleasure, 
in  Cultivating  the  best  Correspondence  with  your  Honour,  for  ad- 
vancing His  Majest)*  Honour  k  Interest,  together  with  the  welfare 
&  Prosperity  of  the  People,  where  we  have  the  Honour  severally  to 
preside. 

My  Wife  returns  you  her  Comply  men ts,  &  I  am, 

S%  Your  Honours 

Most  obedient  & 
Most  humble 
Servant, 
J.  BELCHER. 
Elizabeth  Town,  (N.  J.) 
Sent'  25, 1754. 
L.  Gov.  Morris, 
j^i^—- ^  — Sep'  25^  1754,  Gov'.  Belcher. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1754.  178 

Georqb  Croghan  to  latb  Governor  Hamilton,  1754. 

Sep*',  y  27%  1754. 

Maj  itfc  Plese  yonr  Honour : 

SocDce  M'.  Wiser  Left  this,  an  Indian  of  the  Six  Nations,  Named 
Ixerall,  kill^  one  Joseph  Oampble,  an  Indian  Trcader,  at  y«  house  of 
one  Antoney  Tomaons,  att  y*  foott  of  the  Tuskerrora  Valley,  Near 
Pemalls  knab,  as  Soon  as  I  heard  itt  I  went  Down  to  Tomsons,  and 
tuck  Several  of  y*  Cheefs  of  y*  Indians  with  me,  where  I  meett 
Will :  Maxwell,  Esq'.,  y«  Indian  had  Made  his  Escape  before  I  gott 
there ;  I  tuck  the  qualafycations  of  y'  Persons  that  was  present  att 
the  Murder  and  Deliverd  them  to  M'.  Maxwell,  to  be  sent  to  y* 
honourj  with  a  Speech  made  by'y*  Cheeffs  of  the  Indians,  on  that 
ocatioDi  which  I  Supose  y'  honour  has  Receiyed. 

I  haye  hard  many  acounts  from  Ohio  Scence  M'.  Wiser  Left  this, 
all  which  agree  that  y*  French  has  Received  a  Rainforcement  of 
Men  and  Provisions  from  Canaday,  to  y«  fort  in  purticklor ;  yester- 
day an  Indian  Return^  hear,  whpme  I  bad  sent  to  y^  fort  for  Intila^ 
gence,  he  Confirms  y"  above  acounts,  and  further  says,  there  was 
about  60  French  Indians  Came  there  while  he  was  there,  and  they 
Expected  better  than  200  more  Every  Day;  ho  says  that  y*  French 
Designs  to  Send  those  Indians  with  Some  French  in  Several  partys 
to  anoy  y«  back  Settlements,  which  y«  French  says,  will  putt  a  Stop 
to  any  English  forses  marching  out  this  fall  to  atack  them')  this 
Indian  Likewise  says,  that  y«  French  will  Do  there  Indavor  to 
havey*  half  king  Sarvnte,  Cap^  Montour  and  my  self  kill'  this 
&11;  this  Indian,  I  think,  is  to  be  blev',  if  there  Can  be  any  Crea- 
dett  given  to  what  an  Indian  Sayes ;  he  presis  me  Strongly  to  Lave 
this  place  and  nott  live  in  any  of  y*  back  parts,  this  Schamo  of 
Sending  Several  partys  to  annoy  y*  back  Settlements  Seems  so 
Like  a  peice  of  French  polisey  that  I  Cant  help  thinking  itt  true. 
I  bear  from  Coll.  Innes,  that  for  Cartian,  there  has  been  Somo 
French  Indians  att  thire  Camp,  at  Wills  Creek,  and  fire'  on  y* 
Centrey  in  y*  Dead  time  of  Night,  if  y*  French  Prosecute  this 
Scfaame  I  dont  know  what  will  become  of  y"  back  parts  of  Cumber- 
land County  which  Lays  quite  Nacked,  y*  back  parts  of  Virginia 
and  Mareyland  is  cover'  by  y"  English  Camp,  So  that  most  of  the 
Inhabitence  thare  are  Safe.  I  wold  have  wrote  to  y'  honour  before 
Now  on  this  head,  only  Weated  y"  Return  of  this  Indian  Mesingeri 
whose  acount  I  Realy  think  is  to  be  depended  on<$  the  Indians  hear 
Seems  Very  unesoy  att  thire  Long  Stay,  as  they  have  heard  Nothing 
from  y  Governor  of  Verginia  nor  y  honour  Scence  M'.  Wiser  went 
away,  nor  Do  they  See  y*  English  maJceing  any  Preperations  to  atack 
y  Frenchi  which  Seems  to  give  them  a  greatt  Dale  of  Concern.  I 
believe  Several  of  the  Indiana  will  Soon  go  to  y*  Six  Nation  Cnn- 
trey;  and  theif  I  Supose  y*  Rest  will  be  oblidg'  to  fall  in  with  y* 
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French  if  thU  hapens,  then  all  those  back  Settlements  will  be  Left 
to  V*  Mercy  of  an  oatreagass  Enemy. 

I  beg  y  honours  pai^on  for  menshoning  those  Consequences, 
which  must  Certianly  atcnd  y*  Slow  moshens  of  y*  English  govern- 
ments, as  they  are  well  known  to  y  honour  unready,  and  that  I  am 
Scenoable  y  honour  had  Don  all  in  y  power  for  y*  Securety  of 
those  parts.  I  hope  as  Soon  as  his  honour,  Governor  Morris,  ]&  a 
Rived  I  Shall  hear  what  is  to  be  Don  with  those  Indians,  for  I  a 
Shure  y  honour  itt  will  nott  be  in  my  power  to  keep  them  together 
much  Longar. 

1  am  y'  honours  most  humble 

and  most  obeedent 
Servant, 

GEO  :  CROGHAN. 
Aughick,  old  town. 

M'.  Croghan's  Letter,  Aughwick,  Sept .  27'S  1754,  Relating  to  a 
murder  committed  by  an  Indian  named  Israels,  &  to  y  Designs  of 
y  French  on  y  back  Settlements. 

Read  in  Council,  14  8ber,  1754.* 


Daniel  Claus  to  latb  Gov.  Hamilton,  1764. 

Honoured  Sir : 

*  I  receivd  the  favour  ofyours,  the  13*^  inst^,  with  a  Letter  inclosed 
to  Gol^  Johnson,  one  to  Henry,  and  a  Passport,  the. Colonels  Letter 
I  immediately  delivered.  I  informd  him  also,  of  what  your  Honour 
told  me,  concerning  the  Jensing,f  that  you  had  heard  of  Israel  Bem- 
perton,  of  its  being  bought  up  again,  &  desired  me  to  remember  yea 
of  writing  to  the  Col^  abt  it,  but  as  I  understand  you  made  no 
mention  of  it  in  the  last,  I  immagine  he  would  be  glad  to  have  an 
acoo^  of  its  Certainty,  as  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  him,  to 
send  the  paroell,  lying  at  his  house,  with  the  First  Vessel  to 
Market. 

The  first  piece  of  News  the  CoP.  was  pleasd  to  acquaint  me  with, 
&  at  the  same  l^me  desired  me  to  give  your  Honour  some  Intelli- 

Smoe,  off  which  he  would  have  done  himself,  did  not  some  pressant 
usiness  call  him  from  home.  Was  the  Vlllianous  Scheme,  John 
Lidius,  of  Albany  engaged  in,  to  serve  the  Connecticut  People  in 
buving  the  Lands  at  Susquehanna,  the  said  Province  was  contriving 
to  buy  of  the  6  Nations  tbis  year  passed,  and  that  after  the  sum  of 
1500  Dollars  being  put  in  his  Hands,  as  appears  by  a  Letter  from 

*  MariKsd  read  Oet  14,  in  Gouneil,  when  Governor  Morris  was  pTeaant— 
he  arrived  about  the  8d.  Gov.  U.  having  presided  at  the  meeting  on  the  Sd» 
and  his  Copimission,  fto.,  was  published  at  the  Court  Housea  See  CoL  Rec* 
YoL  VI.  p.  148-145.  f  Oenseng,  probably^ 
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Chpt*.  Jew  to  Col.  Johnson,  he  went  in  the  following  cltodostine 
manner  to  work,  and  with  tempting  the  Ind*.  he  could  prevail  npon, 
with  the  Plentj  of  Dollars^  got  the  following  aabscriptions  to  his 
Deed,  vis: 

Gahlkdote,  alias  Grote  Yonnge,  the  Head  of  j*  Senekera, 
Atsinooghiata,  alias  y*  Bant,  &  Ganiiliagaje,  2  Onontaga ;  those 
he  got  yet  after  the  Treaty  was  over,  &  the  Commissioners  gone } 
suppose  when  they  were  drunk.  Afterwards,  he,  under  a  vain  Pre- 
tence, took  a  Ride  to  Canajochery,  as  he  told  me  himself,  when  I 
askd  for  the  Map  of  Crown  poiut  to  get  a  Copy  off,  that  ho  had 
been  there  to  buy  a  Span  of  Horses,  and  by  laying  down  the  Bag  of 
Dollars,  had,  Abraham,  Niekas,  Hendricks  Brothers,  and  Tarra* 
ghioris,  to  sign. 

Then  ho  paasd  in  his  Way  home,  the  lower  Mohawk  Castle,  & 
invited  4  of  the  Sachems  to  bis  house,  ab^  some  Business  he  had  to 
propose  to  them,  and  when  they  came  there,  ho  calld  one  after 
another  in  a  Room  by  himself,  &,  laid  the  Deed  before  them,  & 
shewed  the  Subscriptions  of  the  other  Nations,  &  by  many  false  per- 
suasions, with  the  offer  of  20  Dollars  each,  brought  them  to  sign 
th^r  Names,  which  are  Tsutarare,  Canadagaye,  Sotsikowano,  & 
Oaweffhnog.  He  also  gave  a  Gall  to  the  Oneidoes,  &  accordingly,  a 
good  Many  of  them  who  were,  absent  at  the  Treaty  came  down, 
when  Lidius  treated  them  plentifully  with  Victuals  and  Drink,  & 
then  laid  300  Dollars  before  them,  saying  that  with  this  he  only 
would  acquaint  them  with  his  Intent,  &  that  if  they  would  consent 
to  his  Proposals,  he  would  deliver  them  400  p*.  more.  When  after- 
wards, they  went  off,  and  as  they  in  their  Return  told  Col^  Johnson,, 
without  signing,  but  that  would  first  consider  ab^  it.  He  then  askd> 
them,  if  they  did  not  think  this  a  very  dishonest  &  dirty  action  of 
Lidius,  &  if  they  was  not  sensible  what  ill  Consequences  between 
the  Province  of  Conneticut  &  Pennsylvania  would,  happen,  which 
latter,  had  long  ago  the  Promise  of  Pre-emtion  of  those  Land^  from 
the  five  Nations,  &  that  he  would  not  tifke  his  House  full  of  Money 
to  engage  in  so  wrons  a  Thing.  They  seemed  to  be  ooncernod  ab^ 
it,  but  Had  nothing  else  to  reply,  but  that  the  Subscription  of  the 
other  Nations,  &  Temptation  of  the  Money,  brought  them  to  con- 
sent. The  Night  afore  last,  Canudagaye>  one  of  the  Mohawks  which 
signd  y*  Deed,  lodged  at  Col>.  Johnsons,  when  after  Supper  he  was 
eJled  up,  &  a  little  while  after,  the  Co^.  in  pay  presMioe,  began  abt. 
the  same  Affair,  &  very  ambly  deard  up  to  him  the  Villanous  & 
dishonest  Proceedings  of  Lidius,  and  how  it  would  lessen  the  Credit 
of  the  6  Nations,  who  not  onlv  many  Years  ago,  but  by  Treaties 
held  a  few  years  since,  yea,  in  the  very  last  Treaty  at  Albany,  pro- 
misd  the  Pre-emtion  of  the  same  Landis  'to  Onas,  and  to  none  else,  as 
they  were  in  bis  Bounds,  &  in  case  the  New  England  People  was  to 
tet  'em  now«  they  immediately  woAld  settie  there,  &  drive  the  Ind*. 
from  their  best  land,  which  Onas  would  not  have  done,  &o.  The 
Indian  was  quite  stunndi  ft  after  a  little  PausCi  said,  that  when 
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Lidius  called  liim  in,  he  arsncd  with  ladiiis,  that  he  should  have 
proposed  the  thing  at  the  last  Treaty,  when  all  the  Nations  was 
present,  he  therefore  must  suspect  something  hy  it,  hut  Lidius  made 
a  great  many  vain  Excuses,  &  told  him  the  Lands  were  in  Ohio,  & 
shewed  the  Subscriptions  of  the  Rest,  who  he  said  had  nothing 
agunst  it.  The  Indian  adJM  himself,  how  he  believd  Lidius  was 
a  very  bad  Man,  who  liked  the  French  better  then  the  English|  and 
as  he  supposed,  undertook  this,  chiefly  to  set  the  two  Provinces 
against  one  another,  that  the  French  might  be  the  less  hindred  in 
their  Undertakings.  I  heard  CoP.  Johnson  give  Lidius  the  Character 
of  a  very  dangerous  Person  in  any  Province,  as  he  was  certain  of 
his  being  a  Roman  CatoHck,  having  heard  it  of  a  Frenchmen,  who 
was  in  Church  in  Canada,  when  he  made  his  Confession  to  the 
Priest,  &  would  doubt|  whether  Lidius  woud  take  the'Oath  of  Alle- 
giance or  no. 

To  give  your  Honour  an  Acc^  of  all  the  false  and  unjust  Stories  the 
French  spread  among  the  6  Nations,  abt.  Washington's  Defeat,  would 
take  more  then  one  sheat;  the  only  Remedy  for  the  English  to  eonvinoa 
the  Ind*.  of  the  Contrary,  will  be,  to  shew  them  that  they  can  do  more 
by  Strength,  then  the  French  with  their  idle  stories }  but  the  sooner 
the  better^  otherways  the  French  will  gain  so  much  by,  as  to  get  all 
the  Indians  in  their  Alliance,  whi(;h  then  may  prove  a  very  hard 
Task  to  get  the  better  of  em,  in  particular  as  there  is  a  Confirmed 
Aco^  of  a  great  many  of  the  6  Nations  being  gone  lately  to  Canada, 
notwithstanding  the  Commissioners  thought  to  have  stopd  em  from 
going,  but  they  neither  fear  nor  Regard  them,  &  by  what  I  under- 
stood by  y*"  Interpreter,  many  of  them,  resolvd  not  to  listen  to  what 
was  desired  or  sent  to  them  by  the  Com**.,  but  that  their  fire  was 
burning  at  Col^  Johnsons.  The  last  Treaty  of  Pease  they  made 
with  the  French  Ind*.,  seems  quite  odd  and  unnational,  as  they  used 
the  Terms,  that  in  case  a  War  shoud  brake  oiit,  they  would  refuse 
actingijieithcr  should  they  listen,  if  the  King  of  France  would  desire 
their  assistance,  when  they  oame  to  the  Mohawks,  they  had- their 
Joke  abt.  it,  &  calld  em  fools ;  by  what  I  understand,  their  real 
Scheme  was,  to  draw  the  Mohawks  with  them,  and  actually  pre- 
vailed upon  several  families  to  go  along. 

Henry  expects  me  every  Day,  &  shall  take  the  first  opportunity 
I  can  get,  to  set  off  for  his  Castle.  My  Letter  to  the  Uon^^  Proprie- 
taries, will  come  with  the  next.  In  the  mean  while,  I  am,  with  my 
humble  Respect  to  the  Gov^ 

Sir,  Your  very  humble 

Servant, 

DAN.  CLAUS.* 

P.  S. — ^There  is  some  Report  here  of  a  fresh  Engagementj  at 
Ohio.     I  wonder  if  there  is  any  Certainty  in  it. 
Rcce*.  by  Post,  8ber,  1764. 

*  No  date.    It  was  probably  late  in  Sept.,  as  it  is  marked  "rec*d  Oct.  8. 
1764." 
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(Copy,)  Gov.  Morbis  to  Gov.  Dinwiddib  of  Vnia'A,  1764. 

I  have  chosen  to  give  yoa  this  earlieist  Intelligenoe  of  my'haying 
taken  upon  me  ye  Government  of  this  Provinoei*  thereby  to  convince 
yoa  of  ye  particular  Regard  &  ye  hearty  desire  I  have  of  continuing 
that  frienaly  Correspondence  which  was  carrvd  on  between  yon  £ 
the  late  Gov%  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  Su'sist  among  his 
Majesty's  servants  on  this  Contin',  ye  likeliest  Method  of  promoting 
je  Qlory  &  Interest  of  His  Majesty,  &  ye'  Welfare  of  ye  several  Pro- 
viooes.  A  Confidence  in  each  other  is  ye  surest  &  only  Basis  of  an 
UaioQ  of  Councils,  &  I  shall,  therefore,  make  bold  on  every  occasion 
to  acquaint  you  with  whatever  Steps  I  shall  take  for  ye  Publick 
Service,  and  shall  dways  shew  ye  ntmost  Regard  to  any  Aemarks  or 
Improvements  you  shall  please  to  communicate  on  them. 

I  have  rec'd  Advices  from  Aughwiok,  which  say  y*  all  their  Ad- 
Tices  from  Ohio  agree  yt  ye  French  have  rec'd  a  Reinforcement  of 
Men  &  Provisions  at  ye  fort  of  Partuklor ;  y*  an  Indian  sent  thither 
reports  y*  60  French  Indians  arrived  while  Ho  was  there  ]  y*  they 
expected  200  more,  &  y*  they  Designed  to  send  them  out  in  Parties 
to  disturb  our  Back  settlements  as  ye  likeliest  method  to  preyent  our 
marching  out  to  attack  them. 

That  our  Indians  seem  very  uneasy  at  our  making  no  preparations 
to  attack  ye  French;  y*  some  of  them  are  preparing  to  go  to  ye  six 
Nations  Conntiy,  &  y<  ye  rest  he  fears  will  be  obliged  to  &U  in  with 
ye  Enemy. 

I  have  likewise  had  late  Ace*  from  Pazton,  Oct.  ye  Sth,  y*  on  ye 
4th  ye  Half  King  died  there,  &  y*  his  Friends  impute  his  Death  to 
Frenoh  WitchcnSt,  &  seem  very  eager  to  Revenge  it.  But  this 
last  article  being  only  from  a  Trader  there,  is  not  much  to  be  de- 
pended on. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  y  Comp**  by  Gov  Hamilton,*^  do 
aanire  you  I  shall  let  slip  no  opportunity  of  convincing  you  how 
much 

<  I  am,  8' 

Y'  most  obed"* 

Humw  Sei-*. 

Directed, — Gov'  Dinwiddie. 

*  On  Oet  8d,  lf64.    See  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  VI.  pp.  148-6. 

8* 
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John  Harris  to  latb  Gov.  Hamilton,  1754. 

Hay  it  please  joQr  Honour : 

At  the  Earnest  Request  of  Monacatootha,  (one  of  the  Chiefs  .of 
the  Six  Nations,)  I  take  this  opportunity  to  Inform  your  Honour  of 
the  death  of  the  half  King,  who  departed  this  Life  last  night ',  there 
is  ahout  Twenty  Indians  here,  who  waits  to  See  him  buried,  and  then 
Intends  for  Aughwick  Immediately ; .  he  likewise  desirsd  that  the 
melancholy  news  might  be  forwarded,  with  all  possible  Dispatch,  to 
his  honour  the  Qovcmor  of  Virginia.  Those  Indians  that  are  here 
blame  the  French  for  his  death,  by  bewitching  him,  as  they  had  a 
Conjurer  to  inquire  into  the  Cause  a  few  day^  before  he  died,  and  it 
is  his  opinion,  together  with  his  Relations,  that  the  French  have 
been  the  cause  of  their  great  Man's  death,  by  reason  of  his  Striking 
them  lately,  for  which  they  seem  to  threaten  immediate  Revenge, 
and  desired  me  to  let  it  be  known.  All  the  Indians  that  are  here 
are  in  great  trouble,  especially  his  Relations.  I  have  sent  an  account 
to  Conrad  Wiser  at  Shawmokin,  this  Day,  who  I  expect  will  be 
down  upon  Notice.  I  humbly  presume  that  hb  death  is  a  very  great 
loss,  especially  at  this  Critical  Time. 

I  am  your  Honour's 

most  obedient  and 

most  h'ble  Serv^ 

JOHN  HARRIS.* 
Paxton,  October  5th,  1754. 

To  the  Honourable  James  Hamilton,  Esq', 

Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  the 

Province  of  Pennsylvania. — Philadelphia. 


Gov.  Shirley's  Instructions,  1754. 

George  R. :  . 

Whereas  Wo  have  thought  fit  to  raise  a  Regiment  of  Foot  under 
your  Command,  for  the  Service  &  Defence  of  our  Provinces  in  A  me* 
rica,  which  is  to  consist  of  Ten  Companies,  of  four  Serjeants,  four  Cor* 
porals,  two  Drummers,  and  one  hundred  Effective  Private  Men  in 
each  Company,  besides  Commission  Officers;  These  are  to  Authorise 
you  by  Beat  of  Dram  or  otherwise,  to  raise  so  many  Yoluntiers,  in 
any  of  our  Provinces  in  America,  as  shall  be  wanting  to  compleat 
the  said  Regiment  to  the  above-mentioned  numbers.  And  all  Magis- 
trates, Justices  of  the  Peace,  Constables,  &  other  our  Officers  whom 

*  The  Governor  alludes  to  another  Letter,  giving  also  an  acoonnt  of  the 
death  of  the  Half  King  from  Mr.  H.,  dated  Oct.  21)th,  which  will  be  found 
in  Uoloaial  Records,  VoL  VI.  p.  184. 
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ii  mfty  ooDoero,  are  hereby  required  to  be  Assieting  unto  you  in  pro- 
Tiding  QttftTters,  in  pressing  Carriages,  &  ot&erwise,  as  there  shall  be 
Ooeasion.  And  we  do  hereby  further  direet,  that  this  our  Order, 
shall  remain  in  force  for  twelve  months  from  the  date  hereof^  &  no 
longer. 

Oiven  at  our  Court,  at  Kensington,  this  7th  day  of  Ooto',  1754^  in 
the  twenty-eighth  year  of  our  Reign. 

By  His  Majesty's  Command. 

H.  FOX. 

To  our  Trusty  &  well-beloved  William  Shirlev,  Esq',  Colonel  of  one 
of  our  Regim**  of  foot  to  be  forthwith  rais  d  for  the  Service  &  de- 
fence of  our  Provio'ces  in  America,  or  to  the  Officer  or  Officers 
appointed  by  you  to  raise  Volun tiers  for  our  s^  Regiment. 

A  true  Copy,        W.  SHIRLEY. 


T6  Lieatenant  Philip  Godfrid  Kast : 

By  Virtue  of  His  Majesty's  Royal  Pleasure,  &  the  within  written 
Authority  thereby  to  me  given,  I  do  hereby  appoint  you  \o  be  an 
Officer  for  inlisting  Voluntiers  for  oompleating  the  within  mentioned 
Regiment,  now  raising  under  my  Command,  within  any  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Provinces  in  North  America. 

Given  under  my  Hand  at  Boston,  the  26**'  Day  of  December,  1754. 

W.  SHIRLEY. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  De  Lancby,  1754, 

Copy. 

Phil^  Oct'  10^  1754. 

Permit  me  to  acquaint  you  y*  I  have  taken  upon  me  y*  Govern- 
ment of  this  Province,  &  shall  be  glad  on  all  occasions  to  promote 
his  Majesty's  Service,  &,  y*  general  Interest  of  y«  Colonys,  &  as 
nothing  will  more  contribute  to  that  End  than  an  Union  of  Coun- 
cils and  a  good  Correspondenco  between  y*  several  Governors,  you 
will  allow  me  to  communicate  to  you,  from  time  to  time,  y*  several 
steps  I  shall  take  fory*  Public  Service,  upon  which  you  will  be  good 
enotigh  to  give  me  your  thoughts,  which  I  shall  ever  pay  a  great 

Trd  to. 
have  accounts  from  Pazton  of  y*  Death  of  y*  Half  King,  a 
Chief  of  y*  Indians,*  his  Friends,  it  seems,  attribute  his  death  to 
French  witchcraft,  &  threaten  revenge,  but  this  being  only  y*  opin- 
ion of  an  Indian  Trader,  is  not  to  be  depended  on. 

*  See  page  178,  and  also  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  184. 
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I  haye  only  to  reoominend  m j  Nephew  to  y  Coanteiumoe  ft  Pro- 
tflctioD,  ft  to  assoro  you  that  I  am,  S% 

Y'  moat  Obed'  HumU"  Ser* 

BOBT.  H.  MOBBIS. . 
Gov.  De  Lanoej. 
ludoned. 

To  Oov'.  Delancey  To  notify  Gov'.  Morris's,  taking  on  him  y 
Oovernmeafc  of  y*  Provinoe  of  Pens***!  ft  an  Aco*  of  ye  Death  of 
y  Half  King. 

Oct.  10%  1754. 


Latb  Oov.  Thomas  to  Goy.  Morris,  1754. 

AnUgna,  Oct*'.  16«*,  1754. 
D'  Sir : 

It  was  with  great  pleasure  that  I  heard  of  Yonr  Appointment,  of 
Yonr  Health  at  Madera,  and  of  Yonr  haying  so  near  reaohad  Yoar 
Port,  from  whence  I  conclude  that  I  may  ooogratnlate  You  on  Your 
safe  Arrival  in  Pennsylvania.  Yoa  are  fallen  into  a  very  trouble- 
some time,  &  will  meet  with  great  opposition ;  but '  I  hopcy  for  the 
honour  of  the  English  Name  and  the  general  security  of  the  Golo- 
nys,  that  You  will  carry  your  point.  But  be  that  as  it  will,  I  tm 
shure  You  will  gain  Honour  in  the  pursuit.  You  have  now  got  some 
Neighbours  that  will  be  very  troublesome  to  You,  if  Yon  let  them 
rest.  You  must  either  drive  them  back  to  their  Lakes,  or  they  will 
drive  You  into  the  Sea.  They  want  a  good  Port  upon  that  Sea ; 
and  if  the  Northern  Colonys  do  not  spemlily  unite^  and  prosecute 
the  Affiurs  with  vigour,  they  will  carry  their  point 

As  to  my  self  I  enjoy  a  good  state  of  Health,  I  am  well  with  all 
the  Islands  in  my  Government,  and  live  in  perfect  Amity  with  every 
Individual  in  them.  I  am  uneasy,  however,  under  the  apmehen- 
sion  that  the  North  American  War  may  become  general.  We  are 
here  by  no  means  prepared  for  it,  nor  are  we  in  circumstances  to  put 
ourselves  into  a  proper  posture  of  Defence.  Our  Government  has 
its  hands  full,  and  labours  under  a  Debt  of  Eighty  Millions.  Bui 
God  is  above  all. 

M'*.  Thomas  ft  mv  Daughters  join  in  Compliments  to  You,  and 
Your  Commands  will  be  at  all  times  agreeable  to 
IK.  Sir,        Your  most  obedient, 

ft  most  hurnb**  ServS 

GEO:  THOMAS.* 

The  Hon^^  Bob«.  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 
Indaned, 

Letter  from  Coll.  Thomas,  Oo'.  15, 1754,  Antigna. 

*  Got.  Hftmilton  haYinjr  resigned,  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  late  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  New  Jersey,  succeeds  him.  See  Colon;  Rec.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  148.  The 
foregoing  letter  is  ftrom  the  former  Qot.  Thomas. 
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Gov.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1754. 

Boston,  October  21»*,  1754. 
Dear  Sir^ 

M'.  FnnkliD  hath  delivered  me  the  favour  of  your  Letter,  toge- 
ther with  one  from  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  for  year  care  of  whieh| 
and  the  pleasure  your  own  gave  me,  I  am  much  oblig'd  to  you ;  and 
finding  by  last  Week's  Prints  that  you  was  arrived  within  your  Qo* 
Temm%  I  take  the  first  Opportunity  of  congratulating  you  upon  it, 
and  wishing  you  an  Easy  and  Happy  Administration.  If  it  is  not  a 
successful  one  for  the  Publick,  I  am  satisfy'd  it  will  be  the  People's 
fimlt 

I  experieno'd  too  much,  whilst  I  was  in  Europe  last,  the  Spirit 
w*^  yoa  observe  still  prevails  at  home }  But  the  letter  I  received 
from  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  was  a  very  encouraging  one,  and  I  have 
the  pleasure  at  least  to  flatter  myself  with  hopes  of  better  things 
firom  them. 

I  have  no  leaf  in  my  book  for  managing  a  Quaker  Assembly,  If 
I  had,  it  should  be  at  your  Service.  Your  predecessor,  M'.  Hamil- 
ton, to  whom  r  would  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  make  my  Com* 
plim*,  will  give  you  a  better  insight  into  ^e  Light  within  them, 
than  I  can  pretend  to  do. 

The  Best  Advice  I  can  give  you,  is  to  lose  no  time  for  promoting 
the  Plan  of  an  Union  of  the  Colonies  for  their  mutual  Defenoe  to 
be  eoneerted  at  home,  and  establish'd  by  Act  of  Parliam^,  as  soon 
as  is  possible.  The  proceedings  of  the  Connn'*  at  Albany,  fronsthe 
l^eoeral  Govemm^,  will  shew  you  the  necessity  of  it.  I  am  labour* 
mg  this  point,  totis  viribus;  It  would  ease  you  of  a  great  part  of  the 
Burthen,  your.  Govemm^  may  probably  bring  upon  you  otherwise, 
in  the  managem*  of  Military  and  Indian  Afiiurs. 

I  have  one  thing  to  mention  to  you,  w*^  I  own  gives  me  some  sur- 
prise; I  had,  at  the  desire  of  the  Council,  wro^  to  M\  Do  Lancey 
to  know,  whether  there  was  anv  foundation  for  the  report  that  the 
CommissioQers  for  Indian  Affau^  at  Albany,  had  made  a  Treaty  of 
Neutrality  for  the  Govemm*  of  New  York  with  the  Casnawa^  In- 
dians, and  I  find  by  his  answer  to  me  that  it  is  so ;  but  no  intimates 
that  it  is  made  for  all  the  Colonies.  I  am  to  have  Copies  from  him 
of  all  Papers  relating  to  it  If  a  neutrality  is  concluded  for  this 
Govemm^  with  those  Indians,  it  is  what  was  a  Dead  Secret  to  us  be- 
foie,  I  believe  it  would  have  been  more  satisfoetor^  to  this  Govemm* 
if  the  Treaty  had  been  transacted  by  the  Commissioners  firom  the 
Gokmies,  when  at  Albany.  I  am  perswaded  we  shall  never  intrust 
the  care  of  any  of  Our  Interests  with  the  Comm**  of  Indian  Affiurs 
at  Albany. 

I  shall  take  a  mat  Pleasure  in  maintaining  a  strict  Correspon- 
dence with  yoU|  both  Publick  and  Private ;  am  obliged  to  you  for 
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the  Ezpreerions  of  yoar  friendship  to  my  iamil j,  and  there  ia  no 
pe^n  who  more  sincerely  desires  to  have  it  in  his-  Power  to  give 
yon  proofs  5f  a  roal  Esteem  and  friendship  for  yoa»  than^ 

Dear  Sir, 

iTonr  most  faithfal. 

Humble  Servant^ 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

P.  S.  Be  pleas'd  to  make  my  Complim**  to  Grov'  Tinker.     . 

I  will  send  you  a  copy  of  my  Conference  with  the  Eastern  Indians 
by  M'.  Franklin^  with  whom  1  shall  have  the  Pl^asnfo  of  drinking 
your  health  to  day  at  the  Province  House.    . 

Jndorted. 

Gov'  Shirley— That  Delanooy,  in  his  letter,  Had  Owned  that  a 
treaty  of  Neutrality  was  concluded  w**  the  Cognawaga's  by  the  Go- 
vemm*  of  N.  York,  recommending  to  me  to  press  the  Union  of  the 
Colonies. 

Goto'  21, 1754. 


Gov.  BBiftiER  TO  Gpv.  Morris,  1754. 

Sir, 

It  was  but  yesterday,  that  I  reeeiv'd  yoar  Honour's  Favour,  of 
the  k8  Curr^,  so  irregular  «s  the  Post,  &  often  carries  my  Letters  to 
N.  York,  &  which  may  sometimes  prove  very  injurious  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's Service,  and  this  I  shall  represent  to  M'.  Franklin. 

I  afresh  congratulate  your  Honour,  in  taking  Possession  of  the 
fine  Government,  to  which  you  have  been  appointed. 

It  is  more  than  eighteen  years  since  I  have  been  under  His  pre- 
sent Majesty's  Coii|pissions,  for  three  several  Governments,  in  all 
which  Time  I  have  taken  much  Pleasure  in  remembring  that  excel- 
lent old  Maxim  of,  a  Deo  Lex,  a  Lege  Rex;  in  the  Observation 
whereof,  His  Majesty  has  greatly  honour'd  Himself,  as  well  as 
^  endear'd  himself  to  His  People,  for  the  greatest  Prince  will  find 
himself  most  easy,  while  he  makes  the  Laws  of  God  &  Man,  the 
Rule  of  his  Government. 

And  will  you  allow  me,  S',  to  tell  you  an  old  Story  of  Crcegus,  one 
of  the  Grecian  Emperours,  &c.,  of  Sohn,  the  wise  Man  of  Greece  at 
that  Time,  the  Emperour  ask'd  Solon  to  write  him  a  Book  of  In* 
structions,  for  his  Conduct  in  his  Government,  which  Solon  took 
some  Considerable  time  to  do,  &  then  brought  the  Emperour  a  large 
Folio,  in^answer  to  his  Direction,  in  every  Page  whereof,  was  written 
in  Capitals,  only  the  Word,  MODEBATION^^in  the  Observance 
whereof,  I  believe  na  Prince  or  Govemour,  ever  found  Reason  to 
repent;  after  saying  these  things,  I  again  aasuro  you,  that  I  shall 
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with  grett  Alacrity,  oaltivate  the  best  Conoespondenoey  with  jovlt 
HoQoar,  for  His  Majesty's  Service  &  Interest,  k  in  any  thing  that 
may  lie  in  my  Power^  for  your  Ease  in  yonr  Administration,  &  thus 
I  remain. 

Sir, 

Your  Honour's  most 

Obedient  &  most 

Humble  Servant, 

J.  BELCHER. 
Elisabeth  Town,  (N.  J.) 
Oct  24, 1754. 

L  Gov'  Morris. 


Address  to  Gov.  Morris  from  Lutheran  Churohes,  1754. 

Hay  it  please  Your  Honour, 

We,  His  Maj'^  most  dutifull  and  loyal  St^jects,  the  vnited  Evan* 
gelical  Minitttres  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  the  Province  of  Pensil- 
vania,  beg  leave,  humbly,  to  congratulate  Your  Honour  to  your 
happy  Promotion  to  the  Government  of  this  Province  of  Pensilvanta. 
We  cannot  but  bo  persuaded  as  well  from  the  great  Talents,  which 
a  &vouiable  Nature  hath  bestowed  upon  Your  Honour,  as  also  from 
the  just  Administration  of  your  former  weighty  Office,  that  this  Pro* 
vince  is  happy,  in  particular  in  those  Critical  and  troublesome  Times 
to  have  such  an  able  Subject  at  the  Helm  of  the  Government,  and 
therefore  we  wish  and  pray  to  God,  that  He  will  graciously  Support 
Strengthen,  and  assbt  Your  Honour  in  the  Administration  of  Your 
Gouvemement,  that  He  will  incline  the  Hearty  of  the  other  Mem« 
bres  of  the  Legislature  to  concurr  and  assist  in  all  what  your  Wis* 
dom  shall  devise  and  project  for  the  Savety  and  Wellfare  of  this 
Province,  and  that  He  will  crown  all  your  Endeaveors  with  Success. 
We  further  make  bold,  to  recomend  to  Your  Honour  the  Churches 
and  Congregations  comitted  to  our  Spiritual  Care,  and  humbly  be- 
seech Your  Honour  to  Protect  us  in  our  Liberties  and  Priviledges. 
And  whereas,  we  and   our  Congregations,  and  consequently  His 
Maj^  good  and  loyall  Subjects  are  very  much  disturbed,  and  the 
Kings  as  well  as  the  Churches  Peace  broken  by  such  Vagabonds,  as 
from  Time  to  Time  are  brought  into  the  Province  by  the  Newland- 
ers,  who  pretend  to  be  Preachers  but  are  inordinate,  vicious  personsi 
whom  the  Newlanders  make  use  of  abroad  to  persuade  the  People, 
to  inlist,  and  tell  them  that  here  they  could  be  Ministers,  which 
persons  corrupt  the  Morals  of  People  and  make  great  disturbances 
drawing  disorderly  People  after  theui;  which  in  the  End  wjU  t^* 
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to  EB  eniyre  orenetfing  of  all  orderly  Ministers  and  introduce  Bar- 
barism.  Ignorance  and  immorality,  which  will  be  greatly  detrimental 
to  the  Pnblic  Therefore  we  hambly  pray  yonr  Honoar,  that  if 
any  means  be  possible,  to  remedy  and  prevent  for  the  Futore  Such 
Mischief,  that  Your  Honoor  might  be  pleased,  to  apply  snch  means, 
as  Yoor  Wisdom  will  Suggest  And  we  promise  on  our  Part,  that 
we  Shall  do  our  best  Endeavors  to  keep  Peace  and  good  Ordres  in 
our  Gonffregations,  and  to  pray  constantly  for  Your  Honours  aa  well 
as  the  whole  Country's  Welfare,  remaining  allways 

Your  Honours 

most  humble  and  obedient  Servants, 

the  vnited  Evangelical  Ministers  of 

the  Lutheran  Church. 


MiNisTEftS  OF  Lutheran  Church  to  Gov.  Morris,  1754. 

Viro  lUustrissimo : 

Bobert  Hunter  Morris,  Angustissimi  ao  Potentissimi  Magnas  Brit- 
tanisd  Regis  Gubematori  Reipublicaa,  quae  est  in  Pensilvania  et  in 
comitatibus  adiacentibus,  dignissimo 

S.  P.  D. 

Collegium  Vcrbi  Divini  ministrorum  evangelico*Lutheranorum. 

Itinere  ez  Anglia  in  Peasilvaniam  Divina  favente  mtia  felidter 
peracto,  nunc  Vir  illustrissime,  vinliter  subbmunusillud  amplissimum 
*  pariter  ac  difficile,  ad  quod  Te  Bex  noster  Clementissimus,  ouem  ad 
seros  vsque  annos  Deus  servet,  cum  ez  Suo  in  Te  Favore  smgulari, 
tum  pro  Tuis  in  Bempublieam  meritis,  non  dubitavit  evehere.  Qua 
de  re  nisi  lootaremer  Tibique  ea  qua  par  est,  Submissions  gratulare- 
mur,  inhuman!  atque  impii  ab  omnibus  non  immerito  haberemur. 
Patere  ergo,  Vir  Illustrissime,  vt,  ^t  quam  de  Begimine  Tuo  conce- 
pimos,  spem  optimam,  et  qua  Tq  colimus,  pietatem  hisce  lineolis 
Tibi  declaremos.  Nos  a  Deo  mediantibus  CNDclesiae  nostrae  Patribus 
summe  venerandis  e  G^rmania,  patria  nostra,  legitima  voeatione  ac- 
oepta,  in  banc  ce  Provinciam  miasi,  populnm  vt  inertem  nostrum 
ad  Salutem,  qusa  in  Christo  Jesu,  mundi  Servatore,  est,  dlligenter 
erudiamus,  quot  et  quanta  vbique  offendimus  impedimenta  ao 
mala,  viz  possumus  dicere.  Quam  ob  rem  nos  ab  omni  fere  auzilio 
destitutos  in  Tutelam  Tuam  mente  suscipere  benigna  ne  iecuseS| 
demisse  rogamus  obsecramusque.  Propterea  Deum,'  'summum 
BBundi  Bectorem  precamur,  vt  Felicitatem  Tibi  perpetuam  esse 
ittbeat,  in  gerendaque  hao  Provincia  viribus  Te  sustineat  Divinis, 
Te  que  salvum  ao  incolumem  Beipublicae  pariter  ao  nobis  quam 

*  No  signatures  but  evidently  the  original  document 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABOHIVES  1764.  185 

dintiaaiiiie  oonservet    Haeo  eft  quaecunqae  huo  periincntj  in  yoUb 
pectore  sincero  habemus 

Illustriasimi  Nomints  Toi| 

Cul tores  hamillimi  et  obseqaioslssimiy 

HENRY  MUHLENBERG, 
PETER  BRUNHOLTZ, 
JOHANNES  FRIDERICUS  HANDSCHUCK. 
Collegii,  qaod  supra  nomiDayimus,  membra  Data  muora;  et  qai 
seqauDter  coufratres  sunt  uobiscum  conianctissimi : 

NiOOLAUS  KUETZ, 
•HeLLPRICH  SCHAUMy 

Matthias  Heinzelmann, 
Fbiederigh  Sghultze, 
Albert  Wetoand, 
ludolph  schrenk, 
Lucas  Rauss, 
Friederici. 


Reformed  German  Clrrqt  to  Gov.  Morris,  1754. 

Tir  Amplissime ! 

Gratalamar  nobis  et  tibi ;  qui  providd  et  propiti6  namine  Bege 
Bostro  Clementissimo  ordinante  optimus  Gubernator  ez  Anglia 
Salvos  et  incolamis  nobis  adveneris. 

Dens  T.  O.  M.  tnis  benedicat  funcfionibus^  nt  tato,  lucunde  et 
feliciter  pnecsse  nobis  et  prodesse  possis. 

HoC|  Yir  Amplissime,  nt  Sinceriter  Tibi  et  nobis  adprecemur, 
Religio,  quam  profitemur,  nos  docet  et  officinm,  qa5  obstringimur, 
&  nobis  requirit,  Sc*  quatquot  nomina  Subsignavimus  Ministri 
Evaogelij  Jesn  Christi  Gastra  Sequimur  EcclesisB,  nt  credimus  ortho- 
doz»,  vnlgo  dictsd  reformatae,  qusD  per  HoUandiam,  andiam,  Helveti- 
sm,  Palatinatum,  etc.,  Fundata  et  Stabilita,  est  quod  nobis  non  monen- 
tibns  pr6  tuft  reniro  publicaram  Cognitione  ez  actis  Imperij  germa- 
aid,  aliorumqnd  Enropao  Statnum,  ipssa  facile  nosti.  Doctrine  et 
Discipline  bujas  Ecclesise  &  pueris  imbuti,  innutriti,  format!,  Deo 
et  Prozimo  devoti,  patrio  Sold  relicto,  desiderati,  vocati,  missi  omnes, 
qaotquot  andire  nos  amant,  prsBprimis  Germanos,  quorum  mazimns 
numems  per  omnes  PeilsylvaniaD  Comitatus  dispersus  habitat,  Sanio- 
ribns  protestantismi  Principiis,  ez  Pibliis  Sacris  Sjmbolisque  Au- 
thenticis,  imbnere  debemns,  nt  omnes  cujuscunque  Sortis  et  condi- 
tionis  pro  modulo  capaoitatis  viribusq  divinitus  concissis  dfficia  hominis, 
ciYiset  ohristiani  intelligere  et  adimplere  discant,  ut  H6c  modd  Jt)eum 
timentes,  Regem  bonorantes,  Prozimum  amantes  tranqnillam  et 
paoatam  vitau  invicem  agentes,  Postbfio  fiamus  participes  melioria 
Uliufl  tIUDj  Cujus  author  est  Jesus  Chriatus  benedictus  in  Secula. 
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Y«re  Ohristitna  ReligiOi  Lioeat  DoUsy  Yir  Amplisstme  hoe  addere, 

vinculum  Societ :  Civil :  non  Solvit^  8ed  masLs  neotit,  corpora  civi- 
]ia  non  turbat^  Sed  pacat,  non  Sauciat^  Sed  Sanat,  ua5  vcrbo :  Pietas 
Regna  firm  at. 

£rgo,  Yir  Amplissime,  ut  nobis  officio  hoc  nostro  in  nobilissimum 
catholicam  banc  finem  porro  Functuris,  maacul^  et  benigniter  faveas 
adsistasqae  ilia  cam  parrhesia,  qaa9  Ministro  Evangelij  I  Ghristi 
decet,  Submisae,  Enixe  rogamus. 

No0  yicissim  Tnao  Aroplitndinis  in  Privatis  et  pnblicis  precibns 
Coram  Deo  et  Coetibns  Nostris  devote  erimus  memores. 

Yale  Yir  Amplissime  in  Deo  Patre  Laminum ;  per  Jesum  Ghria- 
tnm  nobis  conciliate. 

In  testimonium  devoti  nostri  animi;  unanimi  Gonsensn;  Nominatim 
nos  Subsoribimus. 

TosB  AmpUtndinisi 

Deditissimi  et  hnmillimi  Servi. 

Philadelphia,  Novemb :  2, 1754. 

John  Wald  Smiths  Cocalico. 
Theodor  Frankbnfeld,  Fridriktown. 
Jonathan  du  Bois,  Northamptown. 
Conrad  Temfexbaan,  Swatare« 
Conrad  Steinbr,  Germantown. 
Michael  Schlatter,  Philadelphia. 
John  Bartholomy  Rieqer,  at  Lancaster. 
Georo  Michael  Weiss,  Goschehoppe. 
John  Philip  Leydigh,  New  hannover. 
Jacob  Lischt,  Yorktown. 
P.  W.  Otterbein,  Lancaster. 
Henrt  Willh  :  Stot,  Talpihokin. 

Indorsed, 

Address  from  the  German  Clergy. 

Address  to  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  MorriSi  B8q^y  and 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania.  From  the  Reformed  German  Clergy  of 
said  Province. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Wkntworth,  1754. 

Copy. 

Sir: 

Give  me  leave  to  acquaint  you  y'  I  have  taken  upon  me  y*  Govern- 
ment of  this  Province,  wherein  I  shall  esteem  it  one  of  v*  first  advan- 
tages to  hold  a  sincere  and  friendly  Correspondence  with  you  S',  &  y* 
other  Gentlemen  of  y*  neighbouring  Colonies.  This  must  produce 
a  Unity  of  Councils,  and  auoh  an  Unity  is  y*  ilurest  method  to  pr»- 
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mote  y  Service  of  fats  Majesty,  j*  real  Interest  of  y*  several  Colo- 
nies, &  oar  own  true  &  solid  Repatation.  To  this  End  I  shall  omit 
DO  Occasion  of  acquainting  you  with  every  Measure  I  shall  persue 
for  y*  general  Happiness  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions,  &  shall  pay 
all  due  regard  to  whatever  Advico  or  Intelligence  you  shall  please 
to  communicate  to 

S'  y". 
Gov  Wcntworth. 


Gov'r  Morris  to  Gov'r  Sharp,  1754. 

Copy. 

Sir: 

As  The  Assembly  of  the  Province  met  upon  business  this  day,  I 
have  only  time  by  the  bearer  to  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  re« 
oeived  a  few  days  ago  from  M^  George  Croghan,  the  person  en- 
trusted with  the  Care  of  the  Indians  that  have  left  Ohio  and  now 
live  at  a  place  called  Aukwick,  as  that  Letter  contains  some  very 
usefall  intelligence,  I  should  have  forwarded.it  by  express,  if  this 
conveyance  by  M'.  Rutherford's  servant  had  not  offerd  itself,  which 
affords  me  also  an  opportunity  of  telling  you  that  I  have,  in  a  long 
speech,  press'd  our  assembly  to  exert  themselves  upon  the  present 
occasion,  and  enable  me  to  Carry  his  Majesty's  Commands  into  full 
execution,  and  I  am  not  quite  without  hopes  that  they  will  do  some* 
thing  that  will  be,  but  what  I  am  as  yet  unable  to  say. 

I  think  it  of  Consequence  to  our  affairs  among  the  Indians,  that 
this  Province  should  maintain  such  of  them  as  are  at  Aukwick,  and 
that  the  Chiefs  now  going  from  thence  to  Onondago  should  know 
(hat  we  have  resolved  to  do  so,  I  have  therefore .  detained  the 
express  till  I  know  the  sentiments  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  with* 
out  whom  nothing  can  be  done  where  money  is  wantine,  and  I  be- 
lieve they  will  readily  come  intq  what  I  have  xecomended  to  them 
upon  this  head. 

Tou  will  give  me  leave  to  mention  to  you  Cap'.  Rutherford^  who 
is  a  gentleman  of  good  sence,  very  well  acquainted  with  the  nature 
of  the  Indian  a&irs,  having  long  been  conversant  with  them  as  one 
of  the  Council  for  the  Provinoe  of  New  York,  and  few  men  know 
the  Politicks  of  this  part  of  the  Continent  better  than  he.  I  am 
sure  yoo  will  find  him  a  skillfull  active  officer,  and  a  very  nsefuU 
man  upon  the  preseiit  occasion. 

I  have  some  Hints  from  England,  that  a  Plan  of  union  of  the 
Colonys  fbr  military  purposes  (not  that  sent  from  hence,)  is  under 
the  consideration  of  the  ministiy,  and  tis  thought  will  be  enforced 
by  act  of  Parliament  this  Sessionsj  and  if  80|  something  to  the  pur- 
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poce  may  be  done  next  Sttmmer,  bufc  hardly  if  we  are  to  depend  on 
the  supplys  to  be  granted  by  American  Asaemblys. 

I  have  the  Hononr  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed* 

Humble  Serv*, 

B.  H.  MORRIS. 
Philada.,  Nov'  8*,  1754. 

Indors  d. 

Dft.  to  Gov  Sharpe,  at  Will's  Creek,  of  Decern'  8«,  1754.  Sent 
by  Cap^  Rntherford's  serv',  with  Coppy  of  Croghan's  Letter  to  me 
of  Nov  23*. 


Introduction  of  Sib  John  St.  Clair  to  Qov.  Morris, 

1764. 

Whitehall,  4««'  Nov',  1754. 
Sir: 

>  ■ 

This  Letter  will  be  put  into  yonr  hands  by  Sir  John  S^  Glair,^ 
whom  the  King  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  Deputy  Quarter  Master 
General  of  his  Forces  in  North  America,  &  has  ordered  him  to  rapair, 
forthwith,  to  Virginia,  to  make  the  necessary  preparations  for  the 
reoeption  of  the  Troops ;  It  is  therefore  The  King's  pleasure  that 
you  shall  be  aiding  &  assisting  to  Sir  John  S^  Clair  in  the  Exectt<» 
tion  of  his  Duty,  &  shall  give  him  the  best  Advice  you  can,  upon  all 
Occasions  relating  to  The  King's  Service,  particularly  with  regard 
to  those  points  mentioned  to  you  in  my  Letter  of  the  26*^,  part 
whereof,  I  havB  given  a  Copy  to  Sir  John  S^  Clair,  and  from  whom 
yon  will  receive  a  Duplicate  of  the  same. 

I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient 

humble  Servant, 

T.  ROBINSON. 
Directed. 
Governor  of  Pensylvania. 

Indorsed, 

Nov  4%  1754^  S'.  Tho"  Robinson,  Recommending  S'.  John  S^ 
Clair. 

Received  with  a  letter  from  S'.  John  S^  Clair  by  Coll«  Ellison, 
Jaury  24%  1755. 

*  Sir  John  St.  G.  arrived  ia  Virg.  in  Jan'y«    See  his  letter  to  Gov.  M., 
Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  298. 
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Thos.  Pbnn  to  Gov^  Morris,  1754. 

Dvplicate. 

Sir: 

We  have  just  received  Letters  from  M'.  Hamilton  with  an  aooonni 
that  he  had  summoned  the  Assembly  to  meet,  and  had  recommend- 
ed to  them  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  Country,  as  also  to  as- 
sist the  Qovemor  of  Virginia  to  dislodge  the  French  from  our  Fron- 
tiers; that  they  had  accordingly  met  and  presented  a  Bill  for 
striking  £35,000  Bills  of  Credit,  fifteen  thousand  to  be  paid  to  Corn- 
mis'*,  for  the  King's  Use,  the  remainder  for  exchanging  torn  and 
ngged  Bills,  and  another  for  continuing  the  Excise  for  ten  years 
from  1756,  in  order  to  sink  the  ^15,000  at  £1500  a  year;  that  he 
had  proposed  to  extend  the  Act  for  six  years  and  sink  £2,500  a 
year,  but  the  Assembly  refns'd  it,  &  adjoum'd  to  the  end  of  the 
jcar. 

M'.  Hamilton  does  not  inform  us  what  they  said  on  his  proposal 
of  providing  for  the  defence  of  the  Province^  which  is  a  measure  as 
necessary  as  the  other,  and  not  so  connected  with  it  as  not  to  be  done 
without  passing  the  Bill  proposed.  We  therefore  desire  when  you 
next  meet  the  House  of  Representatives  you  will  press  upon  them 
^he  necessity  of  putting  the  Inhabitants  into  a  posture  of  defence, 
the  buying  of  Arms,  establishing  a  Magazine  and  obliging  by  Law 
the  Inhabitants  to  attend  at  proper  times  to  learn  Military  Discipline, 
in  such  manner  as  is  practiced  in  other  Colonjs,  and  in  doing  this 
yon  will  acquaint  the  Aseembly  it  is  our  desire  it  should  be  done  in 
the  manner  that  is  least  burthensome  to  the  people,  and  that  may 
not  affect  any  person  who  conscientiously  scruples  to  bear  Arms,  or 
be  concern'd  in  Military  Preparations ;  this  we  desire  you  will  press 
apon  them,  so  as  to  engage  them  to  do  it,  or  get  an  explicit  answer, 
that  they  will  not,  or  cannot,  and  we  think  if  they  neglect  or  refuse 
to  bring  in  such  a  Bill  you  should  get  one  drawn  &  recommend  to 
them. 

We  have  not  met  with  one  Person  among  those  we  had  the 
honour  to  confer  with  on  this  Subject,  that  has  advised  us  to  take 
the  Money  on  the  Terms  the  Assembly  offer  it,  and  therefore  when 
such  Bill  is  presented,  we  think  it  proper  you  should  add  a  clause 
to  it  that  the  remainder  of  the  Money  shall  be  appropriated  by 
Law,  or  as  the  Governor  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  order, 
and  not  otherwise,  producing  your  Instructions,  or  not,  as  you  shall 
judge  most  proper,  and  tha  you  should  disagree  about  this,  you 
should  stil  press  them  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  their  own 
Country.  I  think  the  Money  they  have,  and  will  receive  on  the 
Excise  &  Paper  Money  Bills  before  the  year  1756  must  amount  to 
£20,000,  which  would  do  much  towards  every  thing  that  is  ex* 
peeted* 
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As  by  the  Indian  Treaty  the  people  of  Connecticut  are  disappoint- 
ed of  purchasing  Land  of  the  Indians,  we  think  it  best  to  defer  any 
thoughts  of  settlinff  them,  especially  considering  the  French  ave 
now^stronsly  settled  at  Ohio,  which  I  believe  will  deter  any  People 
from  offering  to  make  Settlements,  til  they  are  removed,  and  I 
would  not  put  any  People  upon  such  an  undertaking  til  there  is  a 

Srobabtlity  of  securing  our  possession.  We  are  preparing  here  to 
o  it,  two  Regiments  are  going  from  Ireland,  many  Officers,  Stores, 
Arms  and  every  thing  necessary,  and  it  is  hoped  S'.  W*.  Pepperel  & 
M'.  Shirley  will  soon  raise  Regiments  in  America. 

I  have  but  just  heard  of  this  conveyance,  which  is  just  on  its  de- 
parture, so  have  not  time  to  add  more  than  tbat  I  am, 
Sir; 

Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

THO.  PENN. 

London,  .  v  - 

Oct'  17%  1754. 

Sir: 

I  wrote  you  a  few  Lines  two  or  three  days  since  by  Lieutenant 
Cop  Mercer,  who  is  gone  to  Portsmouth  to  embafk  on  board  a  Ship 
of  War  for  Virginia,  from  whence  he  ffoes  to  Philadelphia,  in  order 
to  raise  Men  for  S'.  William  Pepperel^  Regiment,  in  Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey  and  New  York,  they  are  to  inlist  for  three  years,  and  I  sup-' 
pose  it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  to  compleat  them.  CoP  Meroer 
tells  me  he  knows  you,  so  tbat  I  need  not  say  any  thing  of  him.  I 
sent  by  him  the  Acts  of  Trade  which  are  given  to  Governors  from 
that  Board  on  their  going  to  their  Governments,  and  fully  expected 
to  have  sent  a  copy  of  the  King's  instructions  to  us,  but  he  was 
gone  before  they  coi^ld  be  ready,  and  I  send  them  to  Mr.  Peters  by 
this  conveyance.  Every  thing  is  done  here  as  quickly  as  possible, 
but  I  hope  it  will  be  done  effectually,  and  I  make  no  doubt  you  will 
use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  assist  the  Service. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  31"^  of  August,  and  hope  very 
soon  to  have  an  account  of  your  safe  arrival. 

By  Mr.  Hockley's  account  I  find  a  pair  of  Horses  are  bought  for 
me,  which  I  desire  you  will  use  as  your  own. 

Lady  Juliana  returns  you  her  thanks  for  the  compliment  you 
make  her.    1  have  not  now  time  to  add  more  than  that  I  am. 

Sir, 

Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

THO.  PENN. 

London,  Nov*"  8, 1754, 

2ndor9ed, 

Nov  8, 1754,  Mr.  Penn  with  Dupl««  of  Lett'  of  Octo'  17,  That 
be  had  sent  ye  Royal  Instructions  to  Mr  Peters. 

Rec'd  Jan'y  22. 
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Extract. 

From  One  of  the  Philosophical  Exercises  delirered  Publickly  in  the 
Academy  at  Philadelphia,  upon  the  VisitatioD  Day,  Nov'.  12*^, 
1754.  Being  an  Addrei^  to  The  hon^**.  Robert  Hunter  Morrisi 
Esq'.i  Lien^  Oovemor  of  Pennsylvania,  &o. 

On  this  Occasion,  we  ought  likewise  acknowledge  the  great  Honor 
done  ns,  by  all  those  worthy  Personages,  who  are  pleased  to  animate 
ft  eooonrage  ns  with  their  Presence. 

Yon,  in  particular.  Sir,  to  whom  the  Administration  of  this  Pro- 
vince b  oommitted,  we  cannot  but  be  proud  to  thank,  for  your  enga^ 
ging  Condesoension  in  this  Respect. 

As  the  Muses  soften  &  humanize  the  Temper,  they  have,  thro' 
every  Age,  been  protected  &  cherished  in  a  peculiar  Manner,  by  all 
those  illustrious  Chiefs,  who^  have  deemed  it  far  more  glorious  to 
reign  in  the  Hearts  of  Freemen,  than  to  lord  it  absolutely  over 
Slaves. 

Tour  worthy  Predecessor,  whose  name  ought  always  to  be  men- 
tioned with  Honor  in  this  Govern ment,  has,  on  every  Occasion, 
shewn  himself  a  Friend  to  this  Infant  Seminary  in  particular,  as 
well  as  an  Eneourager^of  polite  Learning  in  general.  We  cannot, 
without  some  Degree  of  Pride,  observe,  that  at  a  Time  when,  (with 
more  than  Roman  Greatness  of  Soul,)  he  declin'd  the  whole  Govem- 
meot  of  this  rich  and  flourishing  Province ;  yet  even  then,  he  oon- 
ileseended  to  accept  a  Part  in  the  Trust  &  Direction  of  this  Academy. 

From  You,  Sir,  we  may  reasonably  expect  eoual  Kindness.  You 
are  well  known  to  have  a  fine  Taste  for  all  the  branches  of  a  genteel 
Education.  You  have  seen  many  Countries  and  Nations.  You 
have  mark'd  the  ^ad  Effects  of  Ignorance  and  Error  upon  all  the 
better  Interests  of  Mankind,  &  no  doubt  greatly  improved  such 
Opportunities,  by  bringing  Home  with  you,  a  Fund  of  Obiservations, 
that  may  be  of  lasting  Service  to  this  Country. 

When,  therefore,  one  of  your  liberal  &  enlarged  Turn  of  Mind, 
oonsiders  in  how  small  a  Part  of  this  Globe,  true  unadulterated 
Science  has  Footing,  you  cannot  but  think  it  one  of  the  chief  Glories 
of  your  Administration,  to  protect  the  Infancy  of  Science  here. 
Thoa,  shall  you  harve  the  Pleasure  to  see  a  vast  informed  multitude 
of  People,  rescued  from  the  Barbarian  Ignorance  that  hangs  over 
tbem,  and  gradually  fitted  for  relishing  all  the  exalted  privileges  of 
a  polished  and  free  Government.  A  provision  shall  be  made  for 
propagating  from  Age  to  Age,  those  noble  &  heroic  Sentiments, 
which  lead  Men  cheerfully  to  submit  to  a  free  &  well-temper'd 
Role;  but  bravely  to  spurn  every  mean  Attempt  to  abridge  the 
Native  Privileges,  or  to  wound  the  Dignity — the  Majesty  of  human 
Nature  1 
IndorsecL 

Address  from  the  Academy  to  His  Honor  the  Governor,  Nov. 
12«  1754. 


/ 
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(Copy)  Gov.  MoBRis  to  Gov.  Sharp,  1754. 

Sir: 

Your  favour  of  y"  8th  Instant,*  I  had  the  Honour  to  receive  by 
your  messenger,  and  congratulate  you  upon  the  command  his  majesty 
has  given  you,  in  the  Execution  of  which,  I  wish  you  all  imaginable 
success. 

Early  in  this  month,  I  received  a  Letter  from  S**.  Thomas  Robin* 
son,*!*  signifying  to  me,  his  majestys  commands,  that  I  should  act 
with  vigor  in  defence  of  this  government,  and  afford  my  best  assist- 
ance to  the  neighbouring  provinces.  This  Letter,  I  shall,  lay  before 
the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  on  the  2^.  of  December,  when  they 
are  to  meet,  and  you  may  assure  yourself  that  I  shall  conform  myself 
to  his  majestys  commands,  as  far  as  they  will  enable  me  by  the 
supplys  they  grant,  and  it  will  give  me  great  satisfaction,  if  they  act 
with  spirit  at  this  important  Junture,  when  their  own  Interest  in 
particular,  and  that  of  the  colonys  in  gen^,  are  so  nearly  concerned. 

Should  you  receive  any  Intelligence  that  may  be  necessary  for  the 
consideration  of  this  government  while  the  Legislature  is  sitting,  or 
that  may  Influence  the  resolutions  of  the  Assembly,  in  favour  of 
vigorous  measures,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  sending  such  by 
express,  which  this  Govm^  will  be  at  the  expence  of. 

I  have  The  Indian  interpreter  now  in  town,  from  whom  I  shall 
get  such  intelligence  concerning  the  strength  and  situation  of  the 
French  at  Winingo  and  Buffilo  river,  as  he  Has  been  able  to  collect 
among  the  Indians,  and  shall  make  use  of  .the  first  opportunity  of 
Communicating  it  to  vou.  By  what  I  can  learn,  we  have  no  other 
open  road  between  this  province  and  the  river  Ohio,  but  what  has 
been  long  used  by  the  Indian  traders,  &  is  only  a  Horse  way  through 
the  woods,  and  over  the  mountains,  but  not  passable  with  any  car- 
riage. We  have  an  open  waggon  road,  from  this  town  to  Watkins's 
ferry,  upon  Potomack  river,  by  which  any  .quantity  of  Provisions 
may  be  transported  to  that  place. 

Tho'  the  People  of  this  province  have,  for  a  long  time,  carry'd  on 
a  trade  to  the  River  Ohio,  near  the  places  where  the  French  have 
built  their  forts,  and  tho'  that  country  is  within  the  undoubted  Limitts 
of  this  Province,  yet  I  cannot  learn  that  we  have  any  open  road  to 
that  river,  by  which  Provisions  for  a  body  of  troops  can  be  convey'd, 
the  traders  using  horses  only  to  carry  their  goods.    There  is  indeed. 

*  Sec  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  178. 
t  See  Colon.  Rcc,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  176, 
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Tab  Spsboh  of  GtovBRNOB  Moeris  to  thb  Indians  at 

AuGHWiCK,  1754. 

Brethren  of  the  six  united  nations,  Ton  in  particular,  who  Gam<x 
from  Ohio,  and  have  put  yourselves  under  the  protection  of  the 
Qovernment  of  Pensilvania,  give  Ear  to  what  I  am  going  to  sajr  to 
you.  [Here  give  a  streng  of  wampum,  and  proceed  as  follows.] 
Please  to  barken  to  what  I  am  going  to  say  to  you. 

Brethren,  by  this  Belt  of  Wampum,  (the  belt  to  be  held  up,)  I 
make  it  known  to  you,  that  your  Brother  Onas,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Eling  of  great  Britain,  your  father,  has  appointed  me 
your  Countryman,  Governor  of  the  province  of  Pensilvania,  that  is, 
to  represent  his  Royal  person  among  the  people  of  Pensilvania,  and 
his  Brethren,  the  Indians  of  the  six  united  nations,  and  their  allies; 
and  they  desire  you  will  keep  the  same  Corespondence  with  mo,  as 
If  your  Brother  Onas  was  here  himself,  and  I  assure  you  by  this  Belt, 
I  fthall,  on  my  part,  make  it  my  particular  Business,  to  keep  tho 
road  open  between  us,  and  suffer  no  obstacles  or  obstructions  that 
may  by  Storms  Gome  across  it,  to  remain  there,  and  our  Counsel 
fire  shall  from  time  to  time,  be  kept  Burning  in  Philad^. :  fhero  give 
a  Belt.] 

Brethren,  according  to  the  promise  that  my  predecessor,  the 
OoTernor  of  Pcns'^'**  made  you,  some  days  ago,  I  make  known  to 
yoo^ihat  our  father  the  King  of  great  Britain,  upon  hearing  of  tho 
invasion  of  the  French  on  your  lands,  sent  to  the  King  of  French,  to 
Jet  him  know  of  their  Breach  of  the  peace,  and  to  require  of  him, 
tho  reason  ef  his  Ghildrens  so  doing,  and  whether  it  was  by  his  order, 
bat  before  the  answer  came  backe  from  franco,  I  was  oblidged  to  go 
on  bord  the  ship  to  take  the  Care  of  the  Government  of  Pensilvania 
upon  me }  in  the  mean  time,  I  can  assure  you,  that  afler  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  has  tried  all  the  fair  means  to  remove  the  French 
from  the  new  fords  they  Build  on  Ohio,  and  the  French  remain  ob- 
stinate, he  will  take  them  by  the  arm,  and  fling  them  a  Cross  the 
lake  of  Gataroghky,  to  the  place  where  they  came  from,  and  protect 
his  Indian  Children,  and  more  to.  If  they  desire  it  of  him  in  a  suita- 
ble way ;  [here  give  a  Bcjt-] 

Brethren,  ISinee  my  arrival  in  this  town,  I  hear  that  one  of  his 
majestys  ships  is  come  over,  and  brought  orders  to  your  Brother, 
Tocarryhogon,  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  Concerning  Ohio  affair ; 
as  your  Brother  Tocarryhogon  lives  between  us  &  Virginia,  it  is 
very  like,  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  has  made  him  the  Chief 
Gomander  against  the  French  on  Ohio,  and  If  so,  you  will  soon  hear 
the  particulars  by  a  message  from  him,  of  which  I  desire  you  will 
take  notice,  as  a  word  from  our  father,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ; 
bore  give  another  Belt. 

Brethren,  I  have  at  present,  no  more  to  say  to  you. 
Vol.  II.— D 
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BicHARD  Pbters  TO  Gov.  MORRIS,  1754. 

Nov.  18, 1754. 

HoDoor'd  Sir: 

*  Tbe  Post  had  not  been  gone  two  honrs  before  M'.  Broahead's  Son 
delivered  me  the  enclosed  Letters;  as  his  Father  is  aVustice  of 
Peace  &  knows  People's  Dispositions  perfectly  well,  his  Information 
may  be  depended  on. 

This  Intelligence  I  think,  alters  the  State  of  Affairs  so  as  make  it 
necessary  to  send  immediately  to  Connecticut.  If  you  shall  be  of 
that  Opinion,  M'.  Armstrong  carries  this  to  give  Your  Honoor  the 
Oportunity.     If  not,  He  may  return. 

In  case  You  should  think  it  necessary  to  send  Orders  into  North- 
ampton County,  M'.  Broadhead  accompanies  him  &  will  immedi- 
ately carry  them  to  his  father  or  to  M'.  Carson's,  who  is  in  good 
health  at  Easton,  but  knows  not  of  this  affair,  the  young  man  not 
having  commtinicated  it  to  him,  tho'  he  saw  him  there  on  his  way 
hepe. 

I  hardly  ever  knew  a  Governor  absent  but  some  foolish  thing  or 
another  happened  y^  made  it  necessary  to  disturb  his  Pleasure. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  recommend  M'.  Armstrong,  in  case  he  goes 
on,  to  M'.  James  And  William  Alexander  y'  he  may  advise  with 
them  what  to  do,  either  going,  or  in  his  Keturn,  after  he  has  known 
the  wont  of  it. 

I  received  two  Letters  directed  to  you  yesterday,  &  have  inclosed 
them. 

Likewise  your  Letter  to  Coll.  Jobnson,  is  copied  &  sent. 

And  the  Letter  from  Gov'.  Hamilton  to  y«  Gov',  of  Connecticut, 
&  the  Answers  to  it,  are  sent  herewith.  ' 

So  that  you  have  all  the  Materials  for  writing  to  Governor  Fitch, 
if  you  &  your  Friends  shall  think  it  a  proper  Step. 

M'.  W".  Franklyn  tells  me  that  many  of  the  six  Nations  are 
already  siding  with  and  removing  to  Canada,. on  a  very  Complaisant 
Message  sent  them  by  that  Governor,  entrusted  to  the  Care  of  the 
Coghnawago  Indians. 

My  kind  respects  to  M'.  Allen  &  M'.  Turner  &  your  Associates, 
lam 

Your  Honour's 

Most  obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
Philadelphia, 
18  Nov,  1754. 

The  Honourable  the  Governor. 
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Indorsed. 

Met  the  express,  &  horn  Trenton  wrote  Qov'.  Fitch,  &  sent  Arm- 
*  strong  on,  recommended  to  James  &  Will*  Alexander.     Wrote  idso 
to  Broadhead  bj  his  bob.     Returned  to  Philad%  22d. 

To  John  Lloyd^  Esq'.,  Merch^,  at  Stanford  in  Gonnecticatt. 


**  Rough  Draft  op  a  Plan  for  a  General  Union,"  1754.* 

A  Plan  for  a  General  Union  of  the  British  Colonies  of  North 

America. 

That  the  Legislatnre  of  Each  Colony  appoint  a  Committee  of 
Union,  whose  Business  it  shall  be  to  correspond  with  all  the  other 
Committees,  particularly  with  those  of  the  Division  of  the  ProTinccs 
to  which  it  belongs,  to  appoint  the  times  &  Places  of  Meeting  in 
each  Division,  and  to  propose  to  their  Respective  Governments  the 
Heads  of  such  matters  as  shall  be  judg'd  necessary  to  be  imediately 
done,  &c.,  as  there  may  be  more  branches  of  Business  assigned 
them. 

That  Delegates  of  the  Committees  of  Each  division  shall  have 
one  annual  Stated  time  of  Meeting,  and  others  occassionally,  i^s  in 
their  Correspondencies  they  shall  find  it  necessary.  The  pla^e  to  be 
previously  agreed  on  by  them. 

That  there  shall  be  four  Divisions  of  the  Provinces,  viz : 

1*'  Division.     Greorgia, 

South  Carolina, 
North  Carolina. 

2*  Division.     Virginia, 

Maryland, 
•  Pennsylvania. 

3*  Division.     Jersey, 

New  York. 

4*^  Division.     Connecticut, 

Rhode  Island, 
Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire. 

That  one  Company  consisting  of  one  hundred  Men  complete,  ex- 
clusive of  Officers,  shall  be  raised  by  every  Province  &  a  Regiment 
formed  of  y*  13  Companies  to  be  called  the  Union  regiment,  to  be 
commanded  by  one  Colonel,  Lieutenant  Coll.  &  Major  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  King. 

*  Indorsement 
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The  General  Officers  to  be  paid  by  the  EiDg  or  Country,  aa  shall 
be  thought  proper  &  called  the  Union  Regiment. 

That  these  Companies  shall  subsist  'till  the  French  desist  from 
their  £ncroaohmentS|  and  there  be  establish'd  on  the  Lakes  a  free 
Navigation  for  English  Vessels  and  proper  Forts  built  at  the  Head 
of  every  great  River  where  Cities  or  Trading  towns  are  sitvated  at 
the  Mouth  in  the  Atlantick  Ocean,  and  likewise  other  Forts  be  bnilt 
to  bridle  the  present  Forts  built  by  the  French,  and  till  a  Fort  be 
built  on  the  Straits  of  Niagara  in  particular,  to  secure  the  Naviga- 
tion of  the  Lakes. 

That  for  the  pay  of  these  Companies,  a  Duty  shall  be  laid  on 
such  things  as  are  in  most  general  use,  y'  all  may  pay  alike  Excise 
on  Rum,  Shoes,  Leather,  &o.,  &  in  each  Division  if  one  Company  be 
too  much  to  be  supported  by  any  one  Colony,  that  it  be  eased  by 
other  in  its  Division. 

That  the  Governors  of  each  Colony  shall  have  a  power  to  draw  on 
this  Fund  on  the  Application  of  tne  Commanding  Officer  or  the 
Union  Committee  of  each  Province. 

That  this  little  standing  Army  shall  assist  in  making  Roads,  build- 
ing Forts  or  any  other  necessary  work;  all  men  whilst  in  Work  to 
receive  double  Pay.  Directors  of  j*  Work  &  Tools  to  be  found  at 
the  Expense  of  the  Fund,  by  the  respective  Provinces  where  the 
work  is  doing. 

That  out  of  this  Fund  shall  be  built  by  said  Divison,  one  Vessel 
for  the'Navigation  of  the  Lakes. 

That  a  certain  Quantity  of  Indian  Trade,  to  y'  amount  of 
shall  be  carried  on  bv  the  Committees  of  each  Division,  (but  not  an 
exclusive  Trade,)  and  that  the  Prices  of  Goods  shall  be  fixed,  as  well 
as  the  Prices  of  Beaver  &  Skins,  and  the  Profits  go  into  the  Union 
Fund. 

The  Capital  Sum  used  in  the  Indian  Trade,  to  be  advanced  by  the 
Assemblys  and  repaid  once  a  year. 

That  Maps  of  each  Province  be  immediately  prepared  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  all  of  them  join'd  together  by  some  Person  in  America, 
or  if  hard  to  be  got,  by  M'.  Jeffery's,  the  King's  Geographer,  and  a 
Copy  of  this  Genend  Map  to  be  given  to  the  Board  of  Trade  & 
Privy  Council. 

That  a  certain  Sum  of  Money,  not  to  exceed  sum,  shall  be 

struck  in  every  Colony ;  to  be    emitted  on  loan  on  good  Securities. 
Money  arising  from  y"  Interest,  to  go  to  y®  Union  Fund. 

That  for  y"  present  there  be  built  8  forts,  viz. :  two  Forts  in  Vir- 
ginia, one  on  the  Ohio,  one  on  Lake  Erie,  Two  in  New  York  or  Penn- 
sylvania, as  it  may  happen,  one  in  the  lower  County,  on  or  near  the 
Straits  of  Niagara,  and  another  on  Onondaga  Lake,  Two  in  the  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  two  in  New  Hampshire. 

Out  of  a  Fund  to  be  raised  for  this  p'ticular  purpose  by  every 
Province,  called  the  Fort  Fund,  and  to  be  put  unto  one  general 
Direction,  viz.,  of  the  Delegates  of  y*  Division  Commissioners.    In 
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the  bnildiDg  of  each  Forty  I  would  haye  one  at  least  of  erery  IN?i- 
eion  in  jr"  Direction,  to  prevent  embezzlements  or  Jobbing.  ^ 

Ail  to  be  Bubmitted  to  his  Majesty,  &  such  reasonable  alterations 
iOf  or  additions  made,  as  he  in  Coancil  shall  direct.* 


John  Shirlst  to  Gov.  Mobris,  1754. 

Dear  Sir— 

I  had  the  Pleasure  of  writing  to  you  last  Thursday,  since  w*^  a 
Vessell  arriv'd  here  from  England,  by  w^  M'.  Pownall  had  a  Letter 
from  his  Brother,  &  as  I  find  he  is  so  hurry'd  as  not  to  be  able  to 
write  to  you  himself,  I  have  desir'd  his  leave  to  send  you  ye  follow- 
ing piece  of  Intelligence  out  of  it ;  by  w^  you  will  be  able  to  judge 
whether  or  no  ye  M  y  will  come  into  ye  Plan  of  Union  agreed 
to  by  the  Commiss'"  of  the  several  Gov^  at  their  late  Congress  at 
Albanyf  when  they  see  it.  M'.  J.  Pownall  writes  his  Bro'  as  fol- 
lows :  "  The  repeated  Bepresentations  of  some  of  the  Colonies  of  the 
''  necessity  of  a  Plan  of  Union  &  Concert  for  their  Gen.  defence, 
'^  has  induc'd  ye  Qov^  here  to  think  of  proposing  a  Plan  of  this 
''  sort ;  It  has  been  already  prepar'd  at  ye  Board  of  Trade,  &  is  now 
'<  under  ye  Consideration  of  other  part  of  Gov',  I  must  not,  there- 
*^  fore,  say  any  thing  more  of  it  now  than  that  it  proposes  a  Congress 
''  of  CommisB"  from  each  Colony."  I  have  no  leave  to  take  any 
thing  more  out  of  this  Letter,  but  as  I  am  writing  to  you  I  can't  help 
stealing  one  piece  of  News  more  out  of  it,  viz*.,  that  M'.  Pownall 
tells  his  Bro^  that  the  Managem'  &  Direction  of  this  Congress  will 
probably  be  entrusted  to  him,  w*^  a  very  handsome  Appointm*  from 
home.  I  told  you  in  my  last  that  a  Committee  of  the  Assembly  of 
this  Pro^'  were  preparing  a  Bepresentation  ag*  M'.  Alexander  rela- 
tive to  ye  Jersay  Line,  but  as  yet  they  have  not  ventured  to  attack 
him,  there  is  a  Council  to-night  upon  that  Affair,  if  we  sh'  hear  any 
thing  further  before  we  go  f you  will  have  it,  either  from  Mr.  Pow- 
nall or  myself.  I  have  wrote  to  my  Brc  in  Law  ab*  y  fish,  &  will 
take  Care  of  y  other  Commissions  when  I  get  to  Boston. 

*The  foregoing  is  a  rough  draught  of  a  plan  for  the  Union  of  the  Colonics, 
which  had  been  in  agitation — {at  least  for  general  defence,)  as  early  as  Feb- 
ruarj,  1746.  See  Colon.  Records,  Vol.  IV.  p.  20,  &o.  It  is  uncertain  in 
whose  hand  writing  the  sketch  is,  but  it  appears  to  be  the  same  with  other 
rough  papers  of  that  time,  and  probably  is  Secretary  Peters*,  who  "was  also 
one  of  the  Commissioners  to  Albany.  The  progress  of  the  plan  Trill  be  seen 
in  Vol.  y.  pps.  80  to  97,  (See  Index,)  but  the  Union  was  not  agreed  to  by 
the  Commissioners  till  July  10,  1754.  See  the  plan  as  then  reported  by  Dr. 
Franklin,  one  of  the  Commissioners  from  Pennsylvania,  Vol.  VI.  p.  106. 
Bee  proceedings  of  Commissioners  at  Albany,. in  Colon.  Records,  Vol.  YI.  p. 
57  to  no.  For  a  history  of  the  plan,  see  Spark's  life  of  FrankliD,  Vol. 
in,  p.  22,  &c. 

f  See  it  ToL  li,^  p.  106,  Colon.  Record. 
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M**.  Pownall  desires  jaa  will  give  him  an  answer  abo^  the  Desert. 
We  leave  this  on  Monday  or  Tusday  next,  &  I  believe  I  shall  have 
ye  Pleasure  of  M'.  PownalFs  Company  this  Winter  at  Boston, 

lam, 

jy  Sir;  Your's  most  Affeetionately, 

JOHN  SHIRLEY. 
New  York,  Nov'.  19, 1754. 

Directed. 

To  TIio  Hon""  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'., 

Lictt^  Governour  &  Commander  in  Chief  of  yo  Province  of 
Pensilvania,  &c.,  at  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed — 

John  Shirley — Extract  from  J.  Pownall's  letter  to  his  Brother 
about  Union  of  the  Colonys  concerting  at  home. 


German  Protestants  of  Phil.  Co.  to  Gov.  Morris,  1764. 

To  the  honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernor and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex  upon  Delaw*. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  German  Protestants,  inhabited  of  tho 
County  of  Philad"  and  the  adjacent  Counties  of  the  said  Provinco, 
in  Behalf  of  themselves  and  their  Country  Men. 

^Tay  it  Please  your  Honour — 

We  the  German  Protestants,  Freeholdc.rs  and  Inhabitants  of  the 
County  and  Counties  aforesaid,  of  Divers  religious  Denominations, 
do  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  Honour  on  your  Promotion  and 
safe  Arrival  to  the  Station  of  this  Government. 

Being  very  sensible  of  the  Privileges  and  Liberties  we  enjoy  un- 
der the  excellent  Constitution  of  a  Brittish  Government,  we  know 
very  well  that  we  cannot  give  sufficient  Thanks  to  the  Almighty  for 
having  conveyed  us  into  such  a  Country,  and  under  so  mild  a  Go- 
vernment, where  the^  best  Priviledges  in  the  Known  World  are 
established. 

The  mild  Government,  the  incomparable  Priviledges,  the  inesti- 
mable Liberty  of  Conscience,  and  the  just  Administration  of  the  ex- 
cellent Laws  so  happily  established,  particularly  in  this  Province, 
by  our  first  worthy  Proprietor,  Will"*  Penn,  Esq'.,  a  Lover  and 
zealous  friend  of  Liberty  (of  immortal  Memory)  and  continued  in 
his  Successors,  and  so  loudly  proclaimed  over  the  best  Part  of  Ger- 
many, hath  Drawn  the  Affection  of  a  considerable  Number  of  Ger- 
mans oppressed  by  arbitrary  Powers  and  Slavery  to  transport  them- 
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selves  hither,  with  the  promising  hopes  to  embrace  and  be  made 
Partakers  of  the  Enjoyment  of  the  famous  Priviledges  aforesaid : 
Who  by  the  kind  Reception  and  the  actual  and  unexceptionablo 
Admission  to  the  Rights  of  bom  Brittains  has  been  most  firmly  and 
heartily  attached  to  his  Majesty  and  the  Crown  of  Great  Brittain ; 
whereby  also  the  Inhabitants  of  this  and  adjacent  Provinces  have 
been  augmented  the  Lands  cultivated,  Trade  and  Commerce  encreased 
to  a  flourishing  Condition. 

In  Consideration  of  all  this  and  many  other  Advantages  and  Bene- 
factions, we  have  partaken  of  the  Enjoyment  with  our  fellow  English 
Men,  allways  thought  ourselves  very  happy,  and  at  all  Times  when 
any  public  Event  happened  within  the  Realm  of  Great  Brittain,  or  any 
Change  of  Oovemeurs,  especially  in  this  our  beloved  Pennsylvania 
we  unanimously  prayM  for  the  Blessings  of  God  Almighty  for  our 
gracious  King  George,  the  Royal  Family,  and  for  a  continual  Suc- 
cession of  the  Protestant  Princes  of  the  same  on  the  Throne  of 
Great  Brittain,  as  also  for  our  honoured  Govemeurs  arrived  amongst 
us  from  time  to  time,  although  wo  never  as  yet  attempted  to  do  it 
inpublick in  that  due  Affection  towards  our  Sovereign  King  and 
Govemours,  which  was  entirely  by  reason  of  that  said  Nation  of  Pro- 
testants living  so  far  a  part  all  over  the  s'  Province,  and  hardly  one 
cared  to  appear  in  publick  in  behalf  of  himself  and  Country  Men, 
for  Fear  of  being  looked  upon  as  Audaciousness :  Thus  the  Case 
being  stated,  we  sufficiently  contented  ourselves  without  appearing 
in  this  manner  to  signify  our  due  Loyalty  and  Affection  to  our 
gracious  Sovereign. 

It  might  be  possible  that  this  our  due  Address  would  have  also 
been  intermitted  at  this  Time  by  reasons  aforesaid,  and  no  other, 
bad  not  some  Spirit,  we  will  not  determ  what  Name  to  give  him, 
1  Reg.  22,  21,  22,  accused  us  very  publickly  both  here  and  in  Eng- 
land, of  a  Secret  Conspirace  against  our  King  and  Government, 
which  is  no  small  matter  to  Charge  a  Bo(^  of  People  with,  and  might 
perhaps  be  detrimental  the  s'  Nation :  A  very  hard  Charge  indeed 
to  a  Number  of  People,  against  which  no  such  Accusation  can  be 
aledged  with  Justice,  and  against  which,  in  general,  not  one  single 
Instance  can  be  proved  of  any  Disloyalty,  much  less  of  any  Con- 
epirace  against  our  beloved  King  George  and  Country  we  live  in. 

This,  your  Honour,  would  please  to  observe,  is  the  only  Motive 
and  Reason  that  moved  some  of  Us  to^act  in  behalf  of  ourselves  and 
Country  men  to  congratulate  your  Honour  publickly  on  your  Safe 
Arrival  to  the  station  of  this  Government  at  this  Time,  and  not  to 
any  of  your  honor^  Predecessors  before  as  aboVe  said :  And  being 
Tcry  well  acquainted  with  the  Sentiments  of  a  considerable  Number  of 
German  Protestants  Inhabitants  of  this  Province,  who  all  unani- 
mously agree  to  all  whet  is  above  said ;  excepting  a  few  ignorant, 
unmannerly  People  lately  come  amongst  us ;  it  makes  us  the  moro 
free  to  lay  the  Case  thus  open  before  your  Honour. 

How,  therefore;  can  any  man  of  due  Reason  think  much  lesS;  sav 

9* 
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that  this  same  People  were  any  ways  iDolined  to  Submit  tbemaelveB 
again  under  a  Romish  Slavery  upheld  by  a  French  King  f  To  the 
Contrary,  we  wish  and  pray,  and  the  more  at  this  critical  Juncture  of 
impending  Danger,  that  Ood  Almighty  might  rule  our  gracious  King 
George  and  Parliament  to  find  lawfull  means  to  defeat  and  frustrate 
all  unjust  Designs  of  the  French  -King  and  all  other  foreign  Princes 
whatever,  wherewith  they  intend  to  disturb  his  Majesty  s  Rights : 
And  we  do  hereby  renew  all  true  Loyalty  and  Assistance  or  Contri- 
.  bution  to  our  King  an  Government^  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Wisdom 
of  your  Hon'  and  our  worthy  Assembly  in  Legislature  by  the  Con* 
stitutions  of  this  Province  wiil  find  needfull  &  expedient. 

Now,  hoping  confidently  that  our  gracious  King  and  Parliament 
is  not  moved  in  Displeasure  against  us  by  mere  false  Defam'ations, 
we  entertain  the  good  Confidence  to  your  Hon'  as  a  Lover  of  Justice 
and  Equity,  to  assist  your  humble  servants  in  defacing  such  unjust 
Glamours  at  home  in  England,  and  we  hope  our  Actions  and  loyal 
Behaviour  in  this  Province  will  always  be  a  sufficient  Prooff  of  our 
tender  A£fection  to  the  Realm  of  Great  Brittain. 

And  that  the  Almighty  God  may  always  direct  your  Administra- 
tion to  his  own  Glory  and  the  publick  Welfare,  and  confer  upon 
your  Hon*"  Person  every  desirable  Blessing  here  and  eternal  Hap- 
piness hereafter,  is  the  hearty  wish  and  Pray'  of 

Sir,  Your  Hon** 

most  humble  and  dutifull  Servants. 

Signed  in  Behalf  of  ourselves  and  Country  Men, 
Nov"  20'*',  1764. 

Michael  Schlatter^  Hbn&t  Antes, 

George  Hitneb,  George  Hubner, 

Marbus  Kuhl,  Christopher  Sholtze, 

Henry  Kepfsle,  Peter  Pennebacker, 

Christian  Schneyders,^  Henry  Keck, 

Jacob  Pfinerz,  Henry  Muhlenberg, 

David  Susholtz,  Michael  Walther, 

Rudolph  Buner,  Matthias  Hollenback, 

Friedrick  Mauss,  Philip  Lidick, 

Ernst  Kurtz,  John  Sohraok, 

Heinrich  Bassler,  Christope  Rabe, 

Johannes  Gamber,  Peter  Brunnholtz, 

Matthias  Cline,  Matthias  HeinzIellman, 

Matthias  Abell,  Georg  Graff, 

Jacob  HisANKB,  *  Johann.  Caspar  Rubel, 
Jacob  Kopp, 

Indorsed — 
Address  from  the  German  Protestants. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Geo.  CRoaHAN,  1754. 

Phaadelphia,  25  Nov',  1754. 
Sir: 

H'.  Peters  has  mentioned  jon  to  me  in  a  very  favonrable  manner, 
&  I  am  Olad  the  Provinoe  has  a  man  at  ihis  critical  time  among 
the  Indians  that  thej  so  mnch  depend  upon.  You  will  receire  with 
this  a  speech  fsom  me  to  the  Indians  at  Aackquick,  notifying  my 
mrrival  with  Belts  and  strings  of  Wampum,  supposed  to  be  proper, 
if  not,  I  desire  they  may  be  made  so  before  you  deliver  it.  M'.  Pe- 
ters will  write  you  fully  upon  the  head,  and  give  you  directions  as 
to  a  present  &  Speeches  of  Condolence  upon  y«  death  of  the  half 
King  if  necessary,  if  not,  it  may  be  let  alone. 

As  this  is  a  time  in  whiob  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  the  senti- 
ments, Inclinations,  resolutions  &  expectations  of  the  Indians  is  ab- 
aolutely  necessary  for  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  Interest  of  these 
Colonys,  I  must  reoomend  it  to  you  to  get  what  insight  you  can  as  to 
these  matters,  and  write  me  from  time  to  time  very  explicitly,  and  give 
me  y  sentiments  upon  the  several  heads.  The  Assembly  sitting 
the  next  week  I  desire  you  will,  by  the  return  of  the  Bearer,  write 
me  very  fully  upon  every  thing  relating  to  the  Indians,  &o.  But  it 
may  be  laid  before  them,  &  their  answers  obtained  thereto,  or  if  you 
should  fiiil  in  this,  the  proper  measures  for  his  Maj^*  service,  may 
1^  retarded. and  the  Indians  disappointed. 

I  am, 

ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 
J n  dor  ted. 

Gov**  Ire  to  Mr.  Croghan,  25  Nov,  1754. 


General  Braddoce's  Instructions,  1754. 

G.  R.  In8trtLCtion$  for  our  Trusty  &  well  beloved  Edw^d  Brad' 
dock,  EsqW,  Major  General  of  aU  our  Forces,  and  whom  We  have 
appointed  Geu^  &  Commander  of  all  &  singular  our  Troops  &  Forces 
]f'  are  now  in  North  America,  &  y*  shall  be  sent  or  raisd  there  to  vin- 
dicate our  just  Rights  &  Possessions  in  those  Parts.  Given  at  our 
Court,  at  S«.  James's,  y  25«'  day  of  Nov',  1764,  in  the  28**  Year 
of  our  Reign. 

Whereas,  We  have  by  our  Commission,  bearing  date  the  24^'*  day 
of  Sept'  last  past,  appointed  you  to  be  Gen>  &  Commander  of  all 
&  singular  our  Forces,  y*  are  or  shall  be  in  North  America.  For 
your  better  direction  in  di^Ksharge  of  y  Trust  thereby  reposed  in 
You,  We  have  judged  it  proper  to  give  You  the  following  Instruo- 
tions. 
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1"^  We  baviDg  taken  under  our  Royal  &  serioos  Conaideratioii 
the  RepresentatioDS  of  ourSabjects  in  North  America,  &  y  preeent 
State  of  our  Colonies,  in  order  to  vindicate  onr  jast  Rights  &  Pos- 
sessions  from  all  Encroachments,  &  to  secure  y'  Commerce  of  our 
Subjects,  We  have  given  direction  y^  Two  of  our  Regiments  of  Foot 
now  in  Ireland,  commanded  by  S'  Peter  Halket  &  CoL  Dunbar,  ft 
likewise  a  suitable  Train  of  Artillery,  Transports  &  Store  Ships, 
together  with  a  certain  Number  of  our  Ships  of  War^  to  convey  the 
same,  shall  forthwith  repair  to  North  America. 

2^.  You  shall  immediately,  upon  y*  Receit  of  these  our  Instmo- 
tions,  embark  on  board  one  of  our  Ships  of  War,  and  yon  shall  pro- 
eeed  to  North  America,  where  You  will  take  our  said  Force  under 
your  Command.  And  We  having  appointed  Aug.  Keppel,  Esq^,  to 
oommaud  y*  Squadron  of  our  Ships  of  War  on  y  American  Sta- 
tion, We  do  hereby  require  &  enjoin  you  to  cultivate  a  good  under- 
standing &  correspondence  with  y  s*  Commander  of  our  Squadron 
during  your  continuance  upon  y  Service,  with  which  yon  are  now 
entrusted.  We  bavins  given  directions  of  y*  like  nature  to  y^  s*  Com- 
mander of  omr  Squadron;  with  Regard  to  his  conduct  &  correspon- 
dence with  you. 

3'.  And  Whereas,  there  will  be  wanting  a  number  of  men  to 
make  up  y  designed  complements  of  our  said  Raiments,  from  500 
to  700  each :  And  Whereas,  it  is  our  Intention  y^  Two  other  Regi- 
ments of  Foot^  to  consist  of  1000  men  each,  shall  be  forthwith 
raised  &  oomanded  by  Gov'  Shirley  &  S'  W"-  Pepperell,  whom  We 
have  appointed  Col'  of  y*  same  in  onr  Provinces  &  Colonies,  in 
North  America,  and  have  given  directions  y*  y*  Regiment  under  y* 
command  of  y*  former  shond  rendezvous  at  Boston,  &  y^  under  y* 
command  of  y*  latter  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia ;  and  We  hav- 
iDg  given  orders  to  our  several  Governors  to  be  taking  the  previous 
Steps  toward  contributing,  as  far  as  they  can,  to  have  about  3000 
men  in  readiness  to  be  enlisted  for  these  Purposes,  &  to  be  put  in 
Proportion  as  they  shall  be  raised  under  your  command^  &  be  snb* 
ject  to  your  distribution  into  the  corps  above  mentioned.  And  We 
having  thought  proper  to  dispatch  Sir  John  S*.  Clair,  our  deputy 
Quarter  Master  Oen^,  &  Ja*.  Pitcher,  Esq' ,  onr  Commissary  of  y* 
musters,  in  North  America,  to  prepare  every  thing  necessary  for  y* 
arrival  of  y  Two  Regiments  from  Europe^  &  for  y*  raising  of  y* 
Forces  above  mentioned,  in«  America.  Yon  will  inform  yonrself  of 
such  of  our  Governors  as  you  can  most  conveniently  upon  your  ar- 
rival, &  of  all  of  them  in  due  time,  &  likewise  of  our  s*  deputy 
Quarter  Master  Gen^  &  Commissary  of  y^  musters,  concerning  y* 
Progress  they  shall  respectively  have  made  in  y  Execution  of  our 
commands  above  mentioned;  in  order  y^  you  may  be  enabled  without 
delay  to  act  accordingly. 

4**.  Whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  Us  y*  y«  Forces,  which 
are  to  go  from  Cork  under  your  command,  may  be  in  want  of  Pro- 
visions upon  y*  arrival  in  America,  We  have  caused  in  consideration 
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thereof  1000  Barrels  of  Beef  &  10  Tons  of  Butter,  to  be  put  on 
board  the  Transport  Vessels,  &  to  be  delivered  to  you  upon  yonr 
arriTil  in  America,  in  case  yon  shall  find  y«  same  to  be  necessary 
]D  order  to  be  distributed  among  y"  officers  &  Troops,  S  y'  several 
PerBODS  belonging  to  y"  Train  of  Artillery.  Bnt  it  is  onr  Royal 
Will  &  Pleasure,  y^  in  case  y*  Gov"*  of  onr  Colonies  shall  have 
provided  a  proper  Quantity  of  Provisions  for  our  Troops  upon  their 
arriyal,  yon  will  then  signify  y«  same  to  y*  Commander  in  Chief  of 
oar  Fleet  in  those  Parts,  y«  y  s«  1000  Barrels  of  Beef  &  10  Tons 
of  fiotter,  or  such  Part  thereof  as  shall  not  be  expended  may  be 
applied  to  y  Use  of  our  Royal  Navy.  .  ^ 

5*^  Whereas,  We  have  given  Orders  to  onr  said  Gov*  to  provide 
carefally  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  fresh  victuals  for  y«  Use  of  onr 
Troops  at  their  arrival,  &  y^  they  sboud  also  furnish  all  our  officers 
who  may  have  occnsion  to  go  from  Place  to  Place,  with  all  necessa- 
ries for  travelUng  by  Land,  in  case  there  are  no  means  of  going  by 
Sea;  &  likewise,  to  observe  &  obey  all  such  orders  as  shall  bo  given 
by  Yon  or  Persons  appointed  by  you  from  tune  to  time  for  quarter- 
ing the  Troops,  impressing  Carriages,  &  providing  all  necessaries  for 
such  Forces  as  shall  arrive  or  be  raised  in  America,  and  y^  the  s* 
several  Services  shall  be  performed  at  the  charge  of  of  y«  respective 
Governments,  wherein  the  same  shall  happen..  It  is  our  Will  & 
Pleasure  y*  you  should,  pursuant  thereto,  apply  to  our  s'  Governors, 
or  any  of  them,  upon  all  such  Exigencies. 

6*^.  And  Whereas,  We  have  further  directed  our  said  Gov"*  to 
endeavour  to  prevail  upon  y"  Assemblies  of  their  respective  Provin- 
ces to  raise  |forthwith  as  large  a  Sum  as  can  be  afforded  as  their 
contribution  to  a  common  Fund,  to  be  employed  provisionally  for 
y  general  Service  in  North  America,  particularly  for  paying  the 
charge  of  levying  y*  Troops  to  make  up  y®  complements  of  y*  Re- 
giments abovementioned.  It  is  our  Will  &  Pleasure  y^  yon  shon'd 
give  them  all  y*  advice  &  assistance  you  can  towards  effectuating 
these  good  Purposes,  by  establishing  such  a  common  Fund  as  may 
fully  supply  y'  intended  Service;  But  you  will  take  particular  Care 
to  prevent  ye  Payment  of  any  money  whatever  to  y*  Troops  under 
your  command,  except  such  as  shall  be,  pursuant  to  y'  Returns, 
made  to  you  of  effective  men. 

7*.  We  having  likewise  directed  our  s*  Gov"*  to  correspond,  ad- 
vise &  confer  with  you  about  all  such  matters  as  may  tend  to  y* 
promoting  the  said  Levies  in  their  respective  Provinces,  you  are  here- 
by required  to  be  aiding  &  assisting  to  them  in  y  Execution  of  our 
8*  Inatmctions,  for  which  purpose  you  will  not  only  keep  a  constant 
k  frequent  correspondence  in  writing  with  them,  but  will  likewise 
visit  the  s*  Provinces,  or  any  one  of  them  y^  you  shall  think  it  ne- 
cessary for^our  Service  so  to  do.  And  you  will  remind  our  said  Gover- 
nors to  use  all  possible  dispatch,  that  y«  Execution  of  our  design 
may  not  be  retarded  by  y«  Slowness  of  Levies  to  be  made  in  their 
respective  Provinces,  or  for  y  Want  of  Transports,  Victuals,  or  any 
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other  neoessaries,  at  such  times  &  Places  as  yoa  shall  think  fit  to 
appoint  for  their  General  Bendezvons.  And  if  any  Preparation 
should  be  neoessary  for  carrying  on  our  Service,  which  is  not  oon- 
tained  in  these  our  Instructions,  you  shall,  with  y  concurrenoe  of 
the  GoTemors  who  are  to  assist  in  any  such  Service,  make  any  Buoh 
Preparations,  provided  y^  y*  same  shall  appear  to  you  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  y  Defence  of  our  just  Bights  &  Dominions ;  and  you 
will,  in  all  such  Emergencies  &  occurrences  y*  may  happen,  whether 
herein  mentioned  or  not  provided  for  by  these  Instructions,  not  only 
use  your  best  Circumspection,  but  shall  likewise  call  to  your  assist- 
ance a  Council  of  War  when  neoessary,  which  We  have  thought  fit 
to  appoint  upon  this  occasion,  consisting  of  yourself,  y*  Commander 
in  Chief  of  our  Ships  in  those  Parts,  such  Governors  of  our  Colo- 
nies or  Provinces,  &  such  Colonels  &  other  of  our  Field  officers  as 
shall  happen  to  be  at  a  convenient  distance  from  our  s^  (}en*  &  Com- 
mander of  our  Forces,  &  you  shall  with  y'  advice  of  them  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them,  determine  all  Operations  to  be  performed  by  our 
said  Forces  under  your  command,  and  all  other  important  Points 
relating  thereto,  in  a  manner  y^  shall  be  most  conducive  to  y*  £nds 
for  which  y  s'  Forces  are  intended,  &  for  y5  faithful  discharge  of  y" 
great  Trust  hereby  committed  to  you. 

8**^.  You  will  not  only  cultivate  y  best  Harmony  &  Friendship 
possible  with  y"  several  Governors  of  our  Colonies  &  Provinces,  but 
likewise  with  y  Chiefs  of  y«  Indian  Tribes,  &  for  y«  better  Improve- 
ment of  our  good  Correspondence  with  y®  s'  Indian  Tribes,  you  will 
find  out  some  fit  &  proper  Person  agreeable  to  the  Southern  Indians 
to  be  sent  to  them  for  this  purpose,  in  like  manner  as  We  have  or- 
derd  Col.  Johnson  to  repair  to  y*  Northern  Indians,  as  y«  Person 
thought  to  be  most  acceptable  to  them,  to  endeavour  to  engage  them 
to  take  part  &  act  with  our  Forces,  in  such  operations  as  you  shall 
think  most  expedient. 

9^.  You  will  inform  yourself  from  time  to  time,  of  y  Nature  & 
Value  of  y  Presents  y^  shall  be  voted  or  orderd  by  y*"  Assemblies 
of  our  different  Colonies  &  Provinces,  in  y*  accustomed  manner  of 
the  inviting  &  engaging  y**  Indian  Tribes  to  our  Alliance  &  Inter- 
est, and  you  will  be  very  watchful  y^  a  just  &  faithful  distribution 
be  made  of  y  same,  by  all  such  Persons  who  shall  be  entrusted 
therewith,  and  you  shall /issist  y"  s^  Persons  with  your  best  advice 
in  y  8*  distribution.  You  will  likewise  give  a  particular  attentioa 
to  y**  prudent  disposal  of  such  Presents  as  shall  be  made  upon  any 
Occasion,  or  such  as  shall  have  been  prepared  by  Lieut  Governor 
Dinwiddie,  for  y«  said  Indians,  out  of  y«  money  already  vested  in  his 
Hands  or  otherwise. 

10^.  Whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  Us,  y^  an  illegal  Cor- 
respondence &  Trade  is  frequently  carried  on  between  the  French  & 
our  Subjects  in  y*  several  Colonies,  you  will  diligetitly  take  all  pos- 
sible measures  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  all  such  dangerous 
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Practices,  particnlarlj  tbat  the  French  should  not;  npon  any  aoooant 
whateyer,  be  supplied  with  Provisions,  &o*. 

11^.  Whereas,  We  have  thought  it  necessary  npon  this  occasion 
to  establish  &  ascertain  the  Rank  that  shall  be  observed  between  the 
officers  bearing  •nr  immediate  Commission,  &  those  who  act  under 
the  Commissions  of  our  Governors,  Lieut'  or  Deputy  Governors,  or 
y*  Presidents  of  our  Colonies,  for  the  Time  being.  We  have  orderd 
several  printed  Copies  thereof  to  be  put  into  yourHands^  tobeaffix'd 
or  dispersd  as  you  shall  judge  proper  in  America. 

12^.  You  will  herewith  receive  a  Copy  of  y*>  early  directions  that 
were  sent  by  our. Order  on  y*  28^  August,  1758,  to  our  several 
Governors,  enjoining  &  exhorting  our  Colonies  &  Provinces,  in  North 
America,  to  unite  together  for  their  common  &  mutual  defence,  & 
you  will  see  by  our  directions  of  5'^  Jaly^  Copies  whereof  are  now 
also  delivered  to  you  our  repeated  commands^  for  enforcing  the  Ob- 
servance of  our  said  orders  of  y*  28***  August,  1753,  &  y*  We  were 
graciously  pleased  to  order  the  Sum  of  £10,000  to  be  remitted  in 
Specie  to  Lieut^  Gov'  Dinwiddie,  to  draw  Bills  for  a  farther  Sum  of 
£10,000,  upon  y*  conditions  mentioned  in  our  Warrant  of  the  3' 
July  lasty  &  transmitted  to  y*  s*  L*  Gov'  Dinwiddie,  on  y"  27th 
Sept'  following,  by  our  Order  for  y"  general  Service  &  Protection  of 
North  America,  and  y*  several  other 'Letters  of  October  v*  25  &  26, 
k  of  Nov'y«4**,  to  our  Gov",  to  Sir  W"-  Pepperell  &  Col.  Shirley, 
Copies  of  which  will  be  delivered  to  you  herewith,  will  fully  ac- 
quaint you  with  our  Orders  &  Instructions  which  have  been  signified 
to  our  officers  &  Governors  upon  this  Subject,  at  thoso  respective 
Times,  will  enable  you  to  inform  yourself  what  Progress  has  been 
made  in  the  Execution  thereof;  And  as  Extracts  of  Lieut^  Gov' 
Dinwiddle's  Letters  of  May  10^^  June  18*^  &  July  24*»',  relating 
to  the  Summons  of  the  Fort  which  was  erecting  on  y*  Forks  of  y 
Monongohela,  &  y«.  Skirmish  y'  followed  soon  after,  &  likewise  of  y' 
action  in  the  Great  Meadows,  near  the  River  Ohio,  are  herewith  de- 
livered to  you,  you  will  be  fully  acquainted  with  what  has  hitherto 
happened  of  a  hostile  Nature  upon  the  Banks  of  that  River. 

13*^.  You  will  not  fail  to  send  Us  by  the  first,  &  every  occasion 
that  may  offer,  a  full  and  clear  account  of  your  Proceedings,  &  of 
all  material  Points  relating  to  our  Service,  by  Letter,  to  one  of  our 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  from  whom  you  shall  receive,  from 
time  to  time,  such  farther  Orders  aa  may  be  necessary  for  your 
Gvidanoe  and  Direction.*  . 

G.  R. 
Indorsed, 

Copy.    General  Braddock's  Instructions. 

♦  General  Braddock  arrived  Feby  1765.    Sec  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VI  ,  p.  803. 
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Gov.  Fitch  to  Gov.  Morris,  1754. 

Norwalk,  29**  November,  1754. 
Sir, 

Tour  Favour  of  the  20**  Instant  by  M'.  Armstrong  received  yes- 
terday, and  should  be  glad  it  was  in  my  Power  to  do  more  service 
than  I  am  at  present  able  to  afford  to  prevent  the  111  Consequences 
you  have  so  well  pointed  out  as  proceeding  from  the  Purchass  of 
those  Lands  on  Susquehannah  in  the  manner  in  which  some  People 
of  this  Colony  have  presumed  to  act;  I  am  very  sensible  that  to 
take  any  steps  to  disaffect  the  Indians  in  our  alliance  or  to  raise 
Contests  between  the  Governments  at  this  Critical  Conjuncture  most- 
be  prejudicial  to  his  Majesty's  Interest,  and  greatly  Detrimental  fo 
the  safety  and  peace  of  these  Govemm^ents;  and  therefore  ought  to 
he  opposed  hy  all,  I  perswade  myself  Sir  that  you  believe  I  shall  use 
what  Influence  and  Interest  I  can  against  such  proceedings.  Indeed 
I  must  Confess  myself  to  be  unacquainted  with  the  Scheme  pro^ 
posed  by  those  persons,  and  know  but  very  little  about  the  steps  they 
have  taken  as  they  never  mxide  any  application  to  the  Government 
about  the  matter,  and  who  the  Persons  concerned  be,  or  where  they 
live,  I  know  not,  but  only  in  general  I  have  been  informed  some 
live  in  this  Government,  and  I  suppose  the  greatest  number,  some  in 
England,  some  in  New  York,  the  Jersey  and  Elsewhere.  When 
Gov'  Wolcott  made  publick  Gov'  Hamilton's  Letter  about  this 
affair,  I  Imagined  it  would  have  Discouraged  the  further  proooedings 
in  that  matter,  but  by  what  I  have  heard  it  had  not  in  general  that 
Effect,  however  I  know  of  no  better  way  with  us  at  present  than  to 
represent  the  State  of  the  Case  in  some  publick  Manner  by  which 
all  Persons  Concerned  may  see  the  Consequences  of  such  a  proce- 
dure ;  and  it  will  be  needless  for  me  to  hint  what  may  bo  proper  to  ' 
be  done  in  your  Government  in  such  Case ;  I  shall  therefore  lay 
this  Matter  before  our  Assembly  for  their  Consideratiou ;  and  shall 
as  I  have  opportunity  Endeavour  as  far  as  lies  in  my  Power  to  shew 
the  Perril  attending  such  transactions;  if  any  thing  worthy  of  No- 
tice occurs  shall  further  advise  you ;  in  the  mean  time 

Bemain  your  most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

THOS.  FITCH. 

The  Hon"*  Govt.  Morris, 

Ditection.~<'  To  The  Hon*»«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqr.,  Go- 
vernour  of  the  Province  of  Pensylvania,  Philadelphia. 
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Geo.  Croghan  to  Gov.  Morris,  4154. 

De*'.  2*.  1754. 
May  itt  Plose  y  honour, 

I  wrote  you  all  y*  News  I  had  from  y®  Ohio  Leatly  by  my  Man, 
whome  I  Sent  down  Express,  in  that  I  acquainted  y  honour  that  1 
intended  to  Leave  this  pleace  for  this  Reson,  that  all  the  Promisess 
Made  those  Indians  or  any  Expectations  they  have  of  this  govern- 
ments Doing  any  thing  for  them,  they  allways  Expect  to  be  fallfill' 
by  Me,  and  as  itt  is  nott  in  my  Power  to  Do  any  thing  for  them,  I 
think  itt  proper  one  of  y'  Interpreters  should  be  Sent  hear  to  take 
Care  of  them,  they  Imagin  I  have  Received  orders  from  y  honour 
to  SnpljT  them  with  Such  things  as  they  want,  and  begins  to  think  I 
intend  to  Chect  them  outt  of  their  Kites  or  what  they  Imagin  I  had 
orders  to  give  them ;  on  y'  other  hand,  I  make  no  Doubt  butt  y*> 
Grovernment  thinks  I  Run  them  to  an  Extravigint  Expence  as  itt  is 
Realy  a  bevy  Expence  to  the  Government;  to  acquitt  My  Self  from 
Reflections  on  boath  Sides,  I  should  be  glad  some  other  person  wold 
be  apointed  to  provide  for  them  who  phaps  May  Do  itt  Beter  then 
I  Can,  itt  is  nott  because  I  Neaver  have  bean  paid  any  thing  for  my 
truble,  butt  to  avoide  Sencur  tho'  I  aShure  y  honour  I  Neaver  Re- 
ceived a»  farthing  for  my  own  time  &  truble  Spent  on  those  ocations 
in  My  Life  from  y*  Government,  itt  is  true  they  allways  paid  me 
fcr  y*  Services  of  My  horses,  butt  Neaver  Considered  Me  one  far- 
thing for  My  Truble,  tho'  I  Remember  Last  Winter  when  John 
Paten  was  Sent  out  to  Ohio  with  a  Letter,  the  government  aLowed 
him  £50, 1  was  Sent  out  att  y«  same  time,  and  was  outt  three 
Blonths,  butt  Neaver  had  y"  Least  acknolidgement  made  me,  I  Dont 
Meoshon  this  to  y**  honour  by  way  of  Expecting  any  pay  fer  My 
Truble,  fer  Should  itt  be  thought  of  any  Service  to  y  publick  My 
staying  hear  att  this  Critecall  Juntuer,  I  will  obay  y*"  honours  orders 
vith  Pleshcr,  and  aSist  any  Person  y  honour  will  Send  hear. 

I  think  att  this  time  itt  is  my  Duty  to  acquaint  y  honour  what 
I  know  of  >y  Indians  Sentiments,  and  what  they  Expect  of  this 
government,  which  is  as  folows,  the  Ohio  Indians  in  Ginrele  putts 
thire  hole  Depenance  on  this  government  in  Rcgarde  to  y*^  Expedi- 
tion as  Soon  as  this  government  Moves,  they  will  unite  all  thire 
force  and  attack  y*  French,  Butt  I  Blive  Nott  till  then,  and  they 
Expect  y*>  Government  will  Suply  them  hear  with  Provisions  till 
Spring,  and  Cloathing  for  there  famelys  till  they  See  what  will  bo 
Don,  y  Dalaways  &  Shannas  are  all  study  frends  and  I  Blive  will 
Kemain  so  notwithstanding  y  many  afiPerts  made  on  them  by  y*> 
French,  butt  I  think  they  should  be  Sent  fer  to  Come  on  this  Side 
y*  Alcganie  Mountain,  if  the  Government  Should  think  proper  to 
Suport  those  Indians  and  Do  itt  in  a  ginrous  Maner,  I  think  all  the 
Ohio  Indians  May  be  Retain*^  in  y  British  Intrest,  Butt  if  nott  Dop 


210  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1754. 

Speedely  and  with  Sprett  I  think  itt  is  better  give  them  np  without 
any  farther  Ezpencei  those  people  Expects  a  Small  Stokeado  fortt 
Made  fer  y*>  Securety  of  thire  Wifes  &  Children,  as  they  are  afread 
of  y*  Frenoh  Indians  Coming  to  attack  them^  this  is  all  I  know  of 
thire  Sentinrents  or  Expections  att  present,  Butt  I  will  Write  y' 
honour  all  y*  News  I  Can  hear  worth  y  hononrs  Notice  from  time 
to  time,  the  Shannas  that  was  hear  and  Went  to  Verginia  is  yet 
within  50  Miles  of  this,  &  I  b'live  will  Continne  there  till  spring. 

I  am  y'  hononrs  most  humble 

and*  most  obeident  humble 

Servant, 

GEO.  -CROGH  AN. 

Indorsed. — "A  Letter  from  George  Croghan,  to  Gov.  Morris, 
Dated  Deo.  2, 1754,  Laid  before  the  House,  Dec.  9, 1754." 


Geo.  Croqhan  to  Gov.  Morris,  1764. 

Aughick  old  Town,  Dec'  2d,  1754. 

May  itt  Plese  yo'  Honour : 

Yesterday  I  was  favored  with  y  honour's  Leter  and  Instructions 
to  ye  Indians  hear,  all  which  I  delivered  this  Morning  in  ye  Presents 
of  y  honour's  Mesengar,  and  Likewise  Deliver'd  a  Small  present  in 
y  honour's  Name  to  Condole  with  them  on  ye  Death  of  the  half 
king,  and  to  Wipe  ye  Tears  from  thire  Eyes  to  ye  a  mount  of  i£20. 
10,  which  I  hope  will  be  agreeable  to  y'  honour;  y'  honour's  Speech 
was  very  kind  Ly  Received  by  ye  Indians,  and  they  Return  thire 
father,  ye  king  of  Great  Bretan,  and  his  honour  ye  Proprietor, 
thire  hearty  thanks  for  apointing  a  Gentelman  bread  in  ye  Same 
Land  with  them  to  have  ye  Care  of  them,  and  a  Shures  y  honour 
they  will  be  Directed  by  you  in  Every  thing  that  may  Contrubett  to 
keep  up  a  good  understanding  between  yon  and  them,  and  Desiers 
thire  Compliments  may  be  made  to  his  honour.  Governor  Hamilton, 
thire  Brother,  and  thankes  him  for  ye  care  he  took  of  them  Dureing 
his  Administeration  in  this  Government ;  hear  they  gave  a  String  of 
Wompum. 

I  am  y  honour's  most 

humble  and  most 

obedient  Servant. 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 
Indorsed, — Laid  before  the  House  Dec'  9;  1754. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  188. 
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Gbo.  Groohan  to  B.  Peters,  1754. 

Decs'  2d,  1754. 
I>S': 

I  am  Oieatlj  oblid^  to  yoa  for  Leting  me  know  how  ill  I  am  Re- 
presented to  yon.  Bttl  I  a  Shure  yon  I  nave  a  more  Greatfnll  Spiritt 
than  to  Spake  one  Disrespectfnll  word  of  you ;  it  is  tme  it  was  tonld 
me  yon  wold  be  my^nemy  in  Regard  to  Lands,  and  that  I  Never 
should  have  a  foot  over  ye  hills,  which  I  did  nott  bleve ;  and  if  y(yi 
Remember,  I  mentioned  Something  that  way  in  a  Leter  to  you.  I 
Never  tucht  with  any  of  the  Propritors  Rights  I  a  Shure  you,  But 
if  I  tuck  up  Land  and  Sold  my  Right  of  settlement  or  Improvement,  I 
thought  itt  Could  nott  affect  ye  Proprietors.  However,  I  hope  to  Sett 
all  those  Maters  Right  when  I  See  you.  I  will  be  very  Willing  to  go 
to  Philadelphia,  Either  with  Indians  or  without,  att  any  time  that 
yon  will  apoint  to  meet  you  and  Mr.  Hockly,  and  Do  all  in  my 
power  to  Secure  you  boath  \  and  those  that  Say  otherwise  to  you 
Dose  me  wronge.  Pray  Could  nott  ye  aSembly  pass  an  actt  of 
bankraipt  to  oblidge  ye  merchants  to  take  what  effects  we  have  for 
pay,  and  so  discharge  us.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  that  Could  be 
Don  or  in  what  Maner  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Montour  is  att  ye  Camp  att  Wills  Creek,  butt  Expected  home 
Every  Day. 

I  am,  1>  S', 

y'  most  humble  Servant, 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 
For  Richard  Peters,  Esq', 
in  Philadelphia. 


Geo.  CRoanAK  to  B.  Peters,  1754. 

Decem'  2d,  1754.       1 
Aughick  old  Town,  j 
I>S': 

Yesterday  I  Received  y  feavor  by  his  honour's  Express,  by  which 
I  find  My  Man  had  Nott  gott  to  Town  when  this  Expr(^  Sett  out. 
I  then  wrote  what  News  I  had  of  ye  Motions  of  ye  French,  and 
Should  have  wrote  my  Sentements  in  full  butt  for  this  Rc^n, 
(when  Mr.  Wiser  was  hoar  he  Desired  ye  Indians  might  Stay  Con- 
tented till  ye  governor  wold  a  Rive,  and  then  they  might  Depend  on 
a  present  and  have  every  thing  they  wanted ;  he  Left  with  me  ye 
Price  of  500  bushels  of  wheat  for  them,  and  tould  me  before  that 
was  Expended  I  Should  have  fresh  orders,  butt  I  never  Received  any- 
nhieh  made  me  Conclude  that  those  Indians  was  to  be  tak''*' 
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more  Notice  of;  and  as  I  am  Very  Sceneable  the  GovemmeDt  has 
Very  Little  pablick  feath,  I  thought  my  Presing  things  wold  Lock 
as  if  I  wanted  to  make  a  hand  for  my  Self  out  of  the  publick  money, 
which  I  a  Sure  you  wold  be  ye  Last  thing  I  wold  Do  for  a  Liyell- 
hood,  Lett  me  be  in  Ever  so  much  Distrcs ;  the  Indians  ailways  a 
teasing  me  for  those  promises,  and  ye  Winter  coming  on,  and  no 
Provision  made  for  them,  made  me  Determm  to  Leave  ye  Plase  to 
them  Selves,  and  Lett  Some  other  Person  take  a  turn  of  takeing 
Care  of  the  Indians,  for  I  a  Sure  you  I  am  <£^0  ye  worse  for  thire 
1|ein^  hear  Since  they  Came ;  and  as  I  am  to  Bo  all  those  things  with- 
out any  Restusion  for  my  time  or  trouble,  I  think  itt  to  hard  to  be 
att  a  Loss  by  acting  for  ye  good  of  ye  Province,  besides  Laying  my 
Self  under  a  great  many  Reflections,  for  ye  Government  of  Virginia 
Imagines  if  itt  was  Nott  for  me,  that  all  ye  Indians  Wold  a  Stai^ 
there,  in  which  ye  Really  Rong  me;  but  what  Confirms  them  in  that 
opinion  is  My  Refusing  ah  ofer  when  made  Me  by  them.  Butt  att 
y'  Request  I  will  Lett  his  honour  know  all  my  Sentements,  and  what 
I  know  of  ye  Indians'  Minds,  and  Likewise  what  they  Expect  ye 
Government  to  Do  for  them;  and  if  itt  Should  be  thought  of  any 
Service  to  ye  publick  my  Staying  hear  all  Winter,  I  will  Slay  and 
a  Sist  any  person  that  will  be  apointed  to  provide  for  ye  Indians, 
butt  la  Sure  you  I  Never  Desier  to  have  ye  handling  of  a  farthing 
of  ye  Publick  Money,  for  fear  of  Reflections. 

I  am  D'  S', 

Your  most  Humble  Servant. 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 
For  Richard  Pefers,  Esq',  ^ 

in  Philadelphia. 


Geo.  Croghan  to  R.  Peters,  1764. 

Decem*'.  y  5%  1754. 
Dr.  Sr. 

Since  I  wrote  my  Last  to  y«  governor  and  you  y  Shannas,  which 
I  Menshoned  was  within  50  Miles  of  this  Plese,  after  Treating  with 
Co".  Innes  att  y*  Camp,  Came  hear  and  was  very  unesey  att  thire 
being  Detaind  So  Long  hear  this  Sumer,  and  Now  was  oblige  to  go 
home  without  hearing  from  thire  Brother  Onas,  which  was  thire  only 
Busness  Down  to  know  what  thire  Brother  wold  have  them  to  Do, 
I  Strowe  to  keep  them  till  his  honours  Instructions  wold  Come  up, 
Butt  to  No  purpose,  they  wold  by  No  Mains  be  stopt  as  the  Winter 
was  so  far  advanct  and  as  they  Seem<^  to  be  unesey  by  thire  Nott 
Reoeivetng  any  Present  from  this  government  I  was  oblidg**  to  veo- 
tur  and  buy  £42  worth  of  goods  uom  the  Berrer  to  give  them,  fer 
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wbich  I  gave  him  Mj  Note,  wbich  I  hope  y  Government  wont 
Lett  Me  Suffer,  for  they  are  Sett  of  pretj  well  Satisfy^  and  I  gott 
the  feayer  of  them  to  Leave  two  Men  hear  to  weate  till  his  honour 
wold  Send  up  hia  Instructions  that  they  might  follow  Imeadetly 
with  y  Speechs  to  .aquaint  all  thirq  peple,  I  am  Sencable  itt  was 
Wrong  of  me  to  take  opon  Me  to  J)o  this.  Butt  as  I  am  Situated  I 
must  have  Don  itt  or  Else  Lett  them  gon  home  Displesed  with  this 
government.  So  I  Chose  Bather  U>  venter,  Supose  I  Shuld  pay  itt 
My  Self|  then  send  y^  heads  of  .that  Nation  home  Displeas^  att  this 
time  I  hope  his  honour  will  Excuse  my  forwerdness  in  this  as  I 
Bcaly  Don  itt  for  y  good  of  y«  Government,  as  Every  Body  is  Sen- 
cable  I  Can  have  No  vews  of  Tread^  Now  I  am  Dr.  Sr. 

y  Most  humble 

Servant, 

GEO.  CROGHAN.* 

P.  S. — S'.  I  hope  bis  honour  will  order  y  Berrer  paid,  and  My 
Note  Taken  up  as  itt  will  be  a  great  Disapointment  to  y"  Man,  if  he 
Dose  nott  gett  itt,  as  he  Lett  mc  have  y"  things  Purely  to  oblidge 
y  government. 

Directed.—^*  For  Bichard  Peters,  Esq',  in  Philadelphia." 


Gov.  Sharpb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1754. 

Annapolis,  December  10**,  1754. 

Sir,  • 

I  take  this  Opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  Beceipt  of  your 
favour  of  the  14**  of  November,  &  to  a<!quaint  you  that  I  have  just 
now  received  Intelligence  from  Will's  Creek,  of  the  arrival  of  1100 
French,  and  70  Arondacks  at  the  French  Fort  on  Monongahela,  & 
that  there  are  400  French,  &  200  Gonawagas  &  Ottaways  more  at 
the  Head  of  Ohio  ready  to  come  down  thither.  As  soon  as  the 
Arundacks  oame  to  the  Fort  the  Commandant  divided  them  into 
three  Detachments,  &  sent  them  against  tbe  Back  Settlements  of 
Pensilvania,  Maryland  or  Virginia.  I  have  also  received  advice 
that  about  300  French  Families  have  settled  this  Fall  at  the  Mad 
Creek  a  great  Deal  on  this  Side  the  Twightwee  Town  &  not  far 
from  the  Slaguak. 

I  am  sir  with  tbe  truest  Bespect  &  Esteem, 

Your  Honours  most  humble  &  mo 
obedient  Servant, 

HOB».  SHABPE. 

Gov'.  Morris. 

«  Referred  to  in  Col.  Records,  Vol.  VI.  p.  226. 
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Indorsed.— ^^  Decern'.  10, 1754.* 

Gk>Y.  Shabfb, 
Of  the  numbers  of  the  French  &  Indians  at  and  near  Ohio. 
Bec'd  I>eoem%  16Ui. 

French  at  Monongahela, 200 

lately  arriyed  there, 1100 

Indians  lately  arrived  there,      .        .        .        .  70 

French  at  the  upper  fort,       ....  ^400 

Indians  there, 200 

1970 

^  Besides  Indians  at  Monongahela,  before  the  arrival  of  y*  last 
seventy/' 


B.  F£T£BS  TO  Geo.  Croghan,  1754. 

Bear  Sir : 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  yours  by  James  Ennis,  &  shall  take  another 
time  to  answer  the  part  relating  to  your  own  private  Affairs  and  the 
Hint  you  give  me  about  ye  method  of  obtaining  a  discharge. 

Your  present  charge,  if  faithfully  performed,  will  do  more  than 
any  thing  in  your  &vour  and  dispose  the  Legislature  well  towards 
you. 

If,  notwithstanding  what  the  Governor  has  sud  at  the  Instance  of 
the  Assembly  concerning  the  Removal  of  the  Indians  from  Auck- 
quick  to  a  place  nearer  the  Inhabitants,  you  shalTbeof  Opinion  that 
Auckquick  is  the  best  place  and  ought  to  be  fortified  for  the  Secu- 
rity of  the  Provinces,  pray  tell  your  mind  freely  to  the  Gcvemor. 
Will  not  it  be  impossible  for  Indians  &  White  people  to  live  to- 
gether? Will  not  there  be  an  eternal  Intercourse  of  Bum  and  a 
perpetual  Scene  of  quarrelling  1  Pray,  think  well  of  all  the  mis- 
ohiefe  arising  from  such  a  Removal,  nor  be  induced  by  any  other  Con- 
siderations than  the  publick  Gk)od  and  Safety  of  Uie  back  Inhabi- 
tants to  give  your  Opinion  in  £ivour  of  a  RemovaL 
III  Is  it  not  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Settlers  in  Cumberland 
County  to  have  a  Place  of  Security  to  the  West  of  the  Blue  Hills* 
and  on  this  side  the  Allegeny  Hilbf  if  so.  Can  there  be  a  more 
proper  place  than  Auckquick  T 

Urge  this  Point  on  all  the  reasoning  you  are  master  of,  if  you 
think  in  thb  manner  as  I  am  told  you  do,  to  the  Governor  &  insist 
that  a  Stockade  be  made  this  Winter.  What  is  the  Charge  of  Car- 
riage to  a  matter  of  this  Importance,  rather  than  this  should  be  in 
the  way,  Cannot  you  put  it  into  the  heads  of  the  Indians  to  fetch 
their  own  Provisions  from  the  Inhabitants,  &  so  save  that  Expenoe  ? 

•  See  reply*  p.  216. 
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Aockquiok  ought  to  be  made  stroDg^  and  then  it  will  be  a  good 
Barrier — indeed,  there  should  be  two  places  oyer  the  Blue  Hills 
well  fortified,  or  we  shall  lose  the  Indians. 

I  wou'd  willingly  have  Scarrojadj  go  away  with  a  good  Opinion 
of  this  Govemm^  The  House  have  voted  £20,000  pounds,  and  I 
hope  will  offer  such  a  Bill  for  the  raising  it  as  will  be  agreed  to  by 
the  Governor;  but  I  do  not  know  enough  to  say  either  one  way  or 
the  other. 

M'.  Montour  is  in  Town,  and  will,  I  suppose,  stay  long  enough  to 
bring  you  the  Event  of  this  Vote. 

I  will,  likewise,  give  him  the  answer  of  thb  Government  to  the 
Delawares,  Shawenes  Speeches  to  M'.  Weiser,  when  last  at  Auck- 
quick,  which  are  thought  of  gteat  moment,  &  in  which  Governor  & 
Assembly  do  join. 

I  am, 

Sir, 

Your  assured  Friend 

&  humble  Servant, 

PhUad-,  10"»  Dec',  1754.  RICHARD  PETERS. 

Geo.  Croghan,  Esq'. 

Indorsed — 
M'  Peter's  Letter  to  M'  Croghan. 


Gov.  Shirlby  to  Gov.  Morris,  1754. 

Boston,  Dec  17%  1754. 
Pear  Sir, 

Many  thanks  to  you  for  all  your  kindness  to  Jack ;  He  soon  re- 
turns to  you,  like  a  bad  penny.  I  shall  be  extremely  obliged  to  you 
for  your  favour  in  encouraging  Ealistm**  into  my  Regim^,  by  your 
Countenancing  him  in  the  shape  of  a  Recruiting  Officer.  I  flatter 
myself  it  may  be  for  the  publick  Service,  as  well  as  my  own  and 
Jack's  in  particular,  as  his  success  in  recruiting  may  facilitate  my 
Obtaining  a  Company  for  him  in  my  Regim*,  in  the  first  step. 

I  find  by  your  late  Message  and  Speech  to  the  Assembly  within 
your  Govemm*,  that  the  Freuch  are  as  much  in  Motion  upon  the 
Ohio  as  we  are  at  Boston.  I  hope  that  will  instill  a  Httlo  into  them, 
and  more  into  Maryland  and  Virginia.  I  can't  but  think  the  Mary- 
land Commander  in  Chief  makes  a  poor  figure  with  his  single  Com 
pany  rais'd  in  his  own  Governm'. 

I  detain'd  the  ship  w*'*'  sailed  from  hence  for  London  on  Mondav, 
till  I  cculd  get  the  Message  and  an  Extract  of  your  Speech  copy  d 


216  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1754. 

out  for  1/  Halifax,  as  I  imagine  that  Vessell  might  be  the  first  Op- 
portnnit J  of  conveyiDg  them  to  England. 

Sarelj  these  Commotions  will  drive  the  Spirit  of  Quietism  ont  of 
yonr  Assembly ;  and  I  hope  they  may  torn  to  the  advantage  of  the 
publick,  and  yonr  own  in  the  End. 

I  would  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  give  my  Complim**  to  Gov' 
Tinker  and  your  predecessor^  M'.  Hamilton.  I  will  do  myself  the 
honour  to  write  to  the  foilner  by  next  post. 

My  hands  are  full  at  present,  as  you  will  easily  imagine,  with  dif- 
ferent matters,  w*^'  inevitably  throw  me  into  a  hurry,  w*'  I  hope  will 
be*  a  sufficient  Apology  for  the  Abruptness  of  this  Letter. 

Be  assur'd,  Dear  Sir,  that  I  wish  you  all  possible  success  for  your 
own  ,sake,  as  well  as  that  of  the  publick ;  and  that  I  shall,  with 
great  pleasure,  receive  and  execute  any  Commands  from  you  in  my 
power,  being  with  great  truth  and  Esteem, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Honour's  most  futhfuU 

&  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

P.  S. — I  refer  jom  to  Jack  for  all  particulars  of  our  movements 
here. 

Indorsed — 

Gov  Shirley — By  his  son  John,  who  he  sent  to  recruit  for  his 
rcgiment,jrec*  Jan^  20. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Sharp,  1764. 

Philad\,  Dec.  17,  1754. 

Sir, 

I  was  Yesterday  favored  with  Yours  of  10**»  Ins*.,*  which  I  shall 
this  day  lay  before  the  Assembly.  They  have  sent  me  a  Bill  for 
raising  £20,000  for  the  King's  Use,  but  in  such  a  manner  that  I 
cannot  consistent  with  his  Majesty's  Instructions  pass  it,  and  am 
now  very  busy  in  preparing  a  message  to  them  upon  y*"  head,  &  am 
not  without  some  hopes  y^  they  will  encreasc  y«  Sum  &  give  it  in  a 
Way  more  consistant  w*'  the  Royal  Orders.  But  whatever  is  y* 
Besult  of  our  present  Sitting  You  may  depend  on  knowing,  and  in 
y*  meantime  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  what  is  doing  &  pro* 
posed^to  be  done  in  y  Governments  to  y*  Southward  of  This.     You 

*  See  page  213. 
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wiH  allow  me  to  assare  You  <tf  my  hearty  Wbhes  for  the  SucoejM  of 
the  English  upon  the  present  Oocaflioiii  and  have  the  Honour  to  boj 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  & 
most  humble  Servant, 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 
Got.  Sharpe. 

7iMfor»ccf— 17**  Dec.  1754.    Copy,  Gov'.  Morris's  Letter  to  Gov. 
Sharpe. 


PETITION  OF  Germans  in  Philadblphia,  1754. 

Its  humbly  requested  that  the  Governor  would  please  to  take  the 
present  unhappy  Situation  of  y*  poor  Germans  dispersed  thro' 
this  City  &  the  Neighbourhood  under  his  Consideration. 

Our  Complaint  is  not  so  mueh  of  sueh  as  are  ealled  Sick  Houses, 
that  is  Houses  hired  by  the  Merchants  for  the  Reception  of  their 
Sick,  tho'  we  have  Reason  to  fear  that  there  is  not  such  sufficient 
Provision  of  Food,  Cloathing  &  Fuel  made  for  the  sick,  even  in 
those  Houses  as  their  Weas  Condition  and  the  Severity  of  the 
Weather  requires. 

But  our  obeif  Complaint  is  on  the  behalf  of  such  as  the  Importers 
don't  look  upon  as  under  their  Care,  having  as  they  term  it,  dis- 
charged themselves  of  them.  These  are  People  in  Years,  others 
with  several  small  Children,  ft  especially  Widows  with  small  Child- 
ren, who  not  being  able  to  pay  their  Passages,  nor  fit  to  be  bound 
out  as  Servants,  the  Merchants  have  discharged  upon  their  own 
security,  or  after  interchangeably  binding  them  one  for  another, 
generally  keeping  their  Chests  which  contains  their  Cloaths,  Tools, 
fto.,  ft  often  best  beding  as  a  farther  Security,  Many  of  these  are 
DOW  dispersed  as  Lodgers  in  many  Houses  in  Town,  in  the  outskirts, 
ft  in  the  small  Plantations  near  it,  generally  destitute  of  Necessaries, 
not  only  to  restore  them  to  Health,  but  even  to  keep  them  alive; 
snob  as  are  able  go  a  begging  to  the  Terror  ft  Danger  of  the  Inhabit- 
ants, who  from  the  smell  of  their  Cloaths  when  broaght  near  a  Fire, 
ft  infectious  Disorder  which  many  of  them  are  not  free  from,  appre- 
hend themselves  in  great  Danger.  And  those  who  are  not  able  to 
beg  must  inevitably  Perish  of  Misery  and  Want,  as  its  believed 
Scores  if  not  Hundreds  have  already  done  this  fall.  It's  therefore 
earnestly  requested  that  the  Governour  would  please  to  direct  that 
a  particular  inquiry  may  be  made  in  this  melancholy  Case."^ 

*  <«Read  in  Council,  December  21,  1764,"  by  Rlohard  Wiatar.  ludorsc- 
ment,  no  minute  of  that  date. 

Vol.  IL— 10 
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Indorsed. — ^Case  of  Germans  Sick,  delivered  in  Council,  Saturday 
the  21**  December,  1754,  by  Richard  Wbtar,  &  read,  after  which 
the  €h)V'.  examined. 


George  CRoanAN  to  B.  Peters,  1754. 

Dec  23*,  1754. 

D'S', 

I  Received  y  feavor  two  Days  Ago,  and  has  answerd  his  honour's 
Leter  to  Me  in  the  Best  Manner  I  Could  as  to  Moveing  the  Indians. 
I  think  it  would  be  of  very  III  Consequence,  for  I  think  they  are 
full  Near  y*  Inhabitance  unready ;  there  was  one  White  Man  kill* 
this  Sumer  unready  by  an  Indian  in  a  Drunken  frolick  att  the  foott 
of  the  Toskerrora  Valey,  and  if  all  those  was  to  be  in  the  Inhabi- 
tance, what  would  be  y"  Consequance,  butt  Constantly  Roiting  and 
quareling.  I  hope  you  have  had  y®  Plesher  of  Seeing  Scarrady  be- 
fore Now,  on  his  Jomey  to  Onondago.  I  Don't  know  what  will  be 
Come  of  the  Back  parts,  unless  there  be  a  Stockcado  fort  putt  up 
on  this  Side  y''  Blue  hills ;  as  Certainly  the  Indians  Come  to  y' 
Verginia  Camp  which  y*>  See  Menshon'  in  My  Leter  to  his  honour, 
are  Spies  come  to  view  y'  Country  and  know  our  Strenth,  for  I  am 
Certian  there  is  a  greatt  body  of  French  and  Indians  at  y®  French 
fort  on  Ohio.  I  Shall  Leay  outt  the  £100  Sent  for  y*  Indians  Ime- 
adetly  as  y*  price  of  grain  is  Riseing  on  Acount  of  y*>  Call  att  y' 
Camp,  and  I  think  there  Should  be  a  quantity  purchest  to  Suply  in 
y*  Spring  while  itt  is  Chape,  if  his  honour  thinks  proper  to  order  Me 
to  purshess  A  quantity  of  Corn  and  wheatt,  I  will,  and  Draw  on  you 
fcr  y"  Mony,  butt  Lett  y<^  quantity  be  Menshond  and  Lett  Me  have 
a  Line  from  you  that  will  Impower  Me  purshess  So  Much  and  Draw 
fer  itt,  as  you  know  y*  Countrey  pople  are  Scruples  and  itt  Must  be 
bought  of  Many  peple,  and  y*>  Sooner  y  orders  Comes  the  Beter,  as 
I  am  Shure  provisions  will  be  very  Dear  in  the  Spring ;  his  honour 
writes  Me  About  y*  Indians  hunting.  I  aShure  you  all  y«  Indians 
hear  has  Nott  kill*  100  Dear  this  year,  they  are  afread  to  go  hunting 
for  fear  of  y*  Enemy  and  y^*  Must  Certianly  know  y®  linger  Im- 
pending, as  y  Goverment  Complains  of  ye  Cost  of  Caridge,  I  make 
a  present  of  y'  Carridge  of  my  horses  till  Scarrady  Comes  back.  I 
Don't  know  how  to  Do  for  a  few  goods  to  give  Some  of  y"  Indians  that 
is  in  great  want ;  a  Machcoat  or  a  Shert  Now  &  then,  and  to  pay 
Mesingers  that  brings  News  from  Ohio,  that  absolutly  Should  be  well 
paid }  nis  honour  has  ordered  Me  to  Suplye  Some  triffles  to  those  in 
Nesesety,  hear  is  y*  half  king's  famely  in  %,  pour  Condition  and  Ale- 
queapy  y  old  quine  is  Dead  and  Left  Several  Children,  and  Scar- 
rady's  Wife  &  Seven  Children  Should  be  given  Something  in  his 
abstance,  pray  give  Me  y  advice  in  those  affairs,  I  shall  be  as  frugall 
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as  in  Mj  power,  the  Indians  Expences  wont  be  Near  so  high  Now, 
as  I  Suplye  them  Cheeffly  with  Conii  bntt  I  think  they  should  have 
a  hog  or  two  given  some  times.    I  am  J>  S% 

y'  Most  humble  Servant, 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 

S'.    Please  to  feavor  Me  with  an  answer  as  Soon  as  posable  by  a 
Safe  hand. 

Directed. 
For  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  in  Philadelphia. 

Indoned, 
George  Groghan's  Letter  to  Richard  Peters.    23'  Dec>,  1754."^ 


Gbo.  Croghan  to  Govr.  Morris,  1754. 

Dec  y  23%  1754. 

May  itt  Plese  your  honour, 

I  am  Oblidg'  to  advertise  the  Inhabitance  of  Cumberland  County 
in  y  honour's  Name,  nott  to  barter  or  Sell  Spiretus  Liquors  to  the 
Indians  or  to  any  person  to  bring  amon^t  them,  to  prevent  y®  Indi- 
ana from  Spending  thire  Cloase,  tho'  I  am  oblidg'  to  give  them  a 
Cag  Now  &  then  my  self  for  a  frolick,  but  that  is  Atended  with  no 
Ezpence  to  y*>  Goverment  nor  no  bad  Consequences  to  y*  Indians  as 
I  Do  itt  butt  oust  a  Month,  I  hope  your  honour  will  aprove  of  this 
Proceeding,  as  I  have  Don  itt  to  Prevent  ill  Consequences  atending 
y*  Indians  if  they  should  be  kept  always  Infleam*^  with  Liquors. 

I  am  y'  honour's,  most 
Humble  and  obedient 
Servant, 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 

P.  S.     This  Dos  Nott  go  by  Express. 

Directed. 

In  His  Majestie's  Service. 

To  The  Hon*^'  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Govemour  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania,  In  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed. 
George  Croghan's  Lre  to  the  Governor,  23"^  Dec'r,  1751. 

*  Referred  to,  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  226. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Db  Lancet,  1754. 
Sir, 

I  tako  the  Liberty  to  recomend  to  you  two  Indian  Chiefs,  one  of 
the  Onieda  nation  and  the  other  a  Seneca.  The  former,  named 
Scarraidy,  Is  a  faithfoll  friend  of  the  English,  is  now  going  to 
Onandago  at  the  request  of  the  six  Nations,  among  whom  he  has  a 
considerable  weight,  and  is  charged  with  messages  of  importance 
from  the  Western  Indians,  and  from  this  Oovernment  &  Virginia 
and  Maryland.  There  came  with  him  to  this  town  one  of  the  Chiefs 
of  the  ^iohawks,  npon  a  message  from  the  Oundats,  Twightwees, 
and  other  nations  West  of  the  Ohio,  to  know  what  the  Englbh  in* 
tended  to  do,  signifying  that  they  were  still  our  friends^  and  woald 
shew  themselves  such  upon  a  proper  occasion. 

I  have  employed  this  man  to  return  to  those  nations,  and  have 
given  him  a  message  to  them,  inviting  their  wariors  to  a  meeting 
that  is  to  be  held  with  the  Six  nations,  &  other  Indians,  at  or  near 
Winchester,  the  next  Spring.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Dec  24»'»,  1764. 

Gov  Delancey. 

Indorsed'-^ 

Draft  of  Letter  to  Gov'  Delancey  recommending  two  Indian  Chiefs 
in*theirway  to  Onandago. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  1754. 

Philad*,  Decern'  24th,  1754. 

On  the  3d  of  October  Last  I  arrived  here,  and  I  Took  upon  me 
the  Government  of  this  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  Coun- 
tys  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  upon  Delaware,  which  is  a 
Distinct  Government  from  Pennsilvania.  At  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Assembly  after  my  Arrival,  which  was  on  the  15th  of  October, 
I  strongly  recommended  to  them  the  taking  measures  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Country  against  the  French,  the  steady  uniformity  of 
whose  Conduct  was  sufficient  to  Convince  us  that  their  Views  were 
no  Less  than  to  make  themselves  masters  of  these  Colonies,  and  they 
assured  me  in  answer  thereto,  that  they  would  Afford  assistance  when 
the  Manner  in  which  it  might  be  usefull  was  pointed  out  to  them, 
and  they  then,  without  doing  ttaj  thing,  adjourned  themselves  to  the 
I  2d  Instant,  agreeable  to  a  right  they  Claim  of  sitting  upon  their  pwn 

adjournments ;  on  the  8d  Instant,  when  they  met  again,  I  Entered 
more  Particularly  into  the  state  of  the  Frontiers,  haveing  during 
their  recess  furnished  myself  with  the  necessary  Intelligence,  and 
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then  laid  before  them  not  only  your  Jjetter  of  je  5th  of  July,  which 
I  had  Jast  before  received,  but  also  the  state  k  Condition  of  the 
French  forts,  with  their  number  of  regular  troops  and  Indians  they 
then  had  at  Ohio,  as  also  the  Condition  of  the  English  forces  that 
were  drawn  together  upon  this  occasion,  and  the  wavering  state  of 
the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  upon  the  whole  strongly  recom- 
mended it  to  them  to  make  Immediate  and  ample  Provision  for  the 
Becurity  of  the  Province. 

Upon  this  they  sent  me  up  a  Bill  for  striking  40,000^^  in  Bills  of 
Credit,  20,000'*  of  which  they  Ordered  to  be  Paid  into  my  hands,  to 
be  appiyd  to  the  King's  nse  in  such  manner  as  I  Should  think  fit, 
tad  for  Sinking  the  same  Proposed  to  Contintinue  the  Excise  on 
Liquors  retailed  in  this  Province  till  June,  in  the  year  1766;  and 
out  of  the  Money  arising  thereby,  it  was  Proposed  to  sink  and  dis- 
troy  2000  a  Year  of  those  Bills  till  the  whole  of  those  Bilk  should 
be  distroyed. 

I  returned  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  by  Message  of  ye  17tk 
Instant,  signified^  to  them  that  I  Could  not  Give  my  Consent  to  it) 
aa  it  was  for  Emitting  Paper  Money  without  a  Suspending  Clause, 
bat  at  the  Same  time  told  them  I  would  Consent  to  a  Bill  for  strik- 
ing any  sum  they  might  think  the  Exigency  of  Affairs  required. 
Provided  funds  were  establised  for  sinking  the  same  in  five  years, 
that  being  the  term  Prescribed  by  an  act  of  Parliament  for  regulating 
the  Paper  Currency  in  the  Neighbouring  Governments. 

On  the  10th  Instant  I  had  the  Honour  to  receive  his  Majesty's 
Commands,  Signified  by  your  Letter  of  the  26th  of  October  Last, 
which  I  laid  before  the  Assembly  the  next  day,  and  by  a  Message, 
Strongly  recommended  to  them  to  make  Provision  for  the  Several 
matters  required  of  this  Province  by  his  Majesty^  but  they  Signified 
to  me  that  they  would  give  money  in  no  other  way  but  that  Prc^Kwed 
by  the  Bill  above-mentioned;  that  they  thought  the  sum  Proposed 
Sufficient  to  answer  all  Purposes,  and  therefore  Insisted  on  my 
Passing  it  in  the  Shape  it  was  at  first  Proposed :  upon  this  I  repre- 
sented to  them  the  danger  their  Country  was  in ;  the  wrong  time 
they  had  Chosen  to  revive  a  dispute  that  had  Subsisted  many  years 
between  them  k  the  Late  Gov  Concerning  the  forsoe  of  the  King's 
loBtructions;  that  this  in  Particular  was  Issued  at  the  request  of 
Both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  Intended  to  Enforce  the  act  of  the 
sixth  of  Queen  Ann,  for  Asscertaining  the  rates  of  foreign  Coins  in 
the  Plantations,  which  was  and  is  most  Shamefully  Blighted  and 
disregarded  in  this  &  the  Neighbouring  Provinces.  But  all  I  have 
said  or  can  say.  I  am  affraid  will  answer  no  Purpose ;  however,  as 
they  are  sUU  sitting,  they  may  yet  do  Some  thing,  and  I  shall  no4 
fail  to  use  my  utmost  Endeavours  to  Perswadd  them  to  act  a  Reason- 
able and  dutifull  Part  upon  the  Present  occasion. 

But  as  the  Assembly  have  Insisted  on  my  Passing  the  Bill  for 
striking  40,000*^  in  the  shape  they  have  Proposed  it;  as  they  ^  " 
give  money  upon  no  other  terms,  &  haveing  in  that  way  r ' 
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20,000^^,  &  will  EDdeavour  to  Ezcase  themselves  from  blame  by 
haveing  made  that  offer,  I  think  it  mj  duty  upon  this  occasion  to 
lay  before  you  the  reasons  that  Induced  me  to  refuse  my  Assent  to 
to  that  Bill,  which  I  have  in  Part  Given  in  my  several  Messages  to 
them,  Copys  of  which  I  do  myself  the  Henour  to  send  with  this,  and 
hope  my  Conduct  in  this  Particular  will  merit  your  Approbation. 

1*^  The  Bill  Proposed  in  the  Ten  years  of  its  Continuance  will 
jaise  the  Sum  of  40,000'^,  of  which  only  twenty  thousand  Pounds 
is  Given  to  the  Kings  use,  the  remainder  is  to  bo  dispos'd  of  as  the 
House  of  Assembly,  for  the  time  being  shall  think  fit,  without  any 
Check  or  Controle,  and  a  future  assembly,  for  any  thing  that  is  or 
oan  be  known  to  y*  contrary,  may  dispose  of  it  to  Purposes  very 
detrimental  to  the  Pnblick,  &  Even  to  such  as  are  Inconsistent  with 
their  dependence  upon  the  Brittish  Crown  &  nation,  especrally  when 
it  is  Considered  that  the  Assembly  are  chosen  annually,  and  that  a 
majority  of  the  Electors  are  Germans,  unacquainted  with  the  Eng- 
lish Language,  and  the  nature  of  our  dependance,  and  Great  num- 
bers of  them  are  Roman  Catholics. 

2^.  Because,  the  Assembly  have  nigh  ^15,000  in  their  own 
hands,  and  by  Laws  now  in  force,  must  receive  £15,000  more  in 
two  years,  all  which  they  Can  dispose  of  without  Check  or  Con- 
trole, and  not  only  refuse  to  apply  any  Part  of  that  monby  to  the 
Kings  use.  But  Insist  on  an  addition  thereto.  Equal  to  what  they 
offer  for  the  Public  service,  upon  this  important  occasion,  and  will 
not  Give  the  one  without  the  other. 

3*.  Because,  By  the  Bill  Insisted  on,  the  Assembly,  for  the  time 
being,  are  to  have  the  appointment  of  the  Provincial  treasurer  and 
the  Collectors  or  Excise  Officers,  throughout  the  Province,  all  of 
whom  are  thereby  made  accountable  to  the  Assembly  only. 

4^.  1.  Because  the  said  Bill  as  it  is,  for  Emiting  Paper  money, 
is  not  Onley  Contrary  to  the  Royall  Instruction  for  that  Purpose, 
to  the  Governor  of  this  Province  for  the  time  being,  but  the  time 
for  the  Currency  of  y*  Bills  of  Credit,  is  Longer  than  the  rule  Laid 
down  by  Act  of  Parliament,  for  the  Emission  of  Paper  Money  upon 
Emergencies  in  the  neighbouring  Provinces. 

For  the  above  reasons  I  refused  to  Give  my  Consent  to  that  Bill, 
Tho  I  did  not  mention  them  all  in  the  Message  I  sent  to  the  Assem- 
bly, as  I  was  fearfull  of  bringing  on  a  dispute  that  might  Imped  his 
Majestys  Service  at  this  Important  juncture,  and  was  in  hopes,  by 
Insisting  on  his  Majestys  Instruction,  only  to  have  Prevailed  upon 
the  Assembly  to  have  given  money  upon  tho  Present  occasion. 

You  will  permit  me  to  Assure  you  that  I  shall,  to  the  utmost  of 
my  Power,  Promote  his  Majestys  service  upon  all  occasions,  but  have 
little  hopes  of  success,-  while  I  have  an  Assembly  composed  of  men 
who  are  Principald  against  defending  themselves  or  their  Country, 
and  who  will  Come  into  no  measures,  but  such  as  have  a  more  direct 
tendaney  to  aggrandize  their  own  Power  than  to  Promote  the  Pub- 
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liok  Service,  at  a  time  when  they  know  a  Considerable  Part  of  their 
Province  is  in  the  Possession  of  the  French. 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  refer  yon  to  what  I  have  said  to  them  upon 
the  Present  occasion,  and  have  the  Honour  to  be. 


LsTTBB  Gov.  MoERis  TO  TflOMAS  Pbnn,  1754. 

Sir: 

I  am  set  down  to  Lay  before  yon  the  severall  matters  that  have 
happened  since  my  last,  but  if  1  am  not  so  full  upon  these  heads 
as  I  should  be,  you  will  attribute  it  to  the  Hurray  of  Business  in 
which  I  am  and  have  been  Employed,  which  has  hardly  allowed  me 
a  moment's  liesnre  since  the  assembly  metf  and  I  depend  on  M'. 
Peters  to  supply  what  I  am  deficient  in.  On  the  third  Instant  I 
opened  the  Sessions  by  a  speech,  Calculated  to  rouse  the  assembly 
from  their  Supineness  to  a  sense  of  their  Danger,  and  Induce  them 
to  act  with  vigour  in  defence  of  their  Country ;  they  declared  them* 
selves  Pleased  with  what  I  had  said,  and  by  their  message  in  an- 
swer thereto,  told  me  they  had  almost  unanimously  voted  twenty 
thousand  Pounds  for  the  Kings  use,  and  in  a  few  days  sent  me  a 
Bill  for  striking  £40,000,  twenty  thousand  of  which  was  to  be  Paid 
to  me,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  Kings  use,  and  the  remaining 
£20,000  was  to  Exchange  ragged  Bills }  and  for  Sinking  what  was 
given  for  the  Kings  use,  the  Excise  act  was  Continued  for  ten  years 
from  the  time  it  would  have  Expired,  (that  is)  to  the  year  1766, 
out  of  which  £2,000  was  to  be  sunk  Every  year  till  the  whole 
£20,000  was  distroyed,  and  as  the  former  act  of  Excise  was  to  be 
Continued,  the  disposition  of  the  Surplus  was  thereby  Lodged  in 
the  assembly.  Upon  receiving  this  Bill,  I  was  for  amending  it  in 
that  Particular,  &  making  the  Surplus  money  subject  to  act  of  the 
Legislature  only.  But  M'. -Hamilton,  M*".  Allen,  &  M.'.  Peters^  were 
all  against  me  in  opinion,  and  at  Last  Convinced  mC;  that  by  Con- 
tending under  the  Kings  Instruction,  There  was  great  hopes  of  the 
Assemblys  Giving  Considerably  to  the  Kings  use.  But  if  the  Bill 
was  amended  upon  the  other  Point  they  would  Immediately  raise  a 
Clamour  against  the  Proprietors,  &  refuse  to  Give  any  thing  but  in 
their  Own  way,  upon  this  I  sent  them  the  Message  herewith  of  y 
17*"  Instant,  after  which  I  was  honoured  with  yours  of  y«  17**  of 
October,  by  way  of  Boston,  and  at  the  same  time  Beceived  one 
from  &  Thomas  Bobinson,  of  y«  26**,  and  the  next*  day  Laid  S' 
Thomas's  Letter  before  the  House,  &  by  a  Message  of  y«  19**  In- 
stant, recommended  to  them  to  make  Provision  for  the  severall  mat- 
ters Expected  from  this  Province  by  the  Crown,  but  while  that  Mes- 
sage and  Letter  were  before  them,  they  sent  me  the  Long  Message 
of  y«  20**  Instant,  in  which  they  incert  almost  atLarge  the  state  of 
the  Case  for  S'  I).  Byders  opinion,  and  insist  on  my  Passing  ^* 
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Bill,  relying  very  muoli  upon .  Ooyernor  Thomas's  continning  the 
Excise  for  ten  years^  aod  striking  five  thousand  Pounds  without  » 
suspending  Clause ;  their  whole  Message  is  very  Poorly  drawn  up, 
and  you  will  observe  in  the  Close  of  it  that  they  desire  the  Proprie- 
tary Instructions  to  be  laid  before  them.  This  Message  they  fol- 
lowed with  another  the  next  day,  in  answer  to  mine,  with  the  Se- 
cretary of  States  Letter,  wherein  they  again  insist  on  my  Passing 
ihe  Bill  they  had  sent  me.  To  these  two  Messages  I  have  sent  em 
what  I  think  a  full  answer,  and  was  for  Putting  a  Clause  objecting 
to  the  Bill,  on  account  of  the  Assemblys  haveing  the  disposition  of 
the  Superplus  money,  butM^  Allen,  M'.  Hamilton,  and  M'.  Peters, 
were  'again  strongly  against  me,  and  as  they  all  Knew  the  People 
much  better  than  I  do,  and  have  more  frequent  opportimitys  of  be- 
ing acquainted  with  their  sentiments,  they  assured  me  they  would 
still  give  money  if  I  insisted  on  the  Kings  Instruction  alone }  How- 
ever, I  did  not  think  it  right  to  let  the  Assembly  think  I  had  no 
other  objections  to  the  Bill  than  those  I  had  made,  and  therefore 
added  the  CUuse  that  you  will  find  marked  N.  B.,  or  Eloe  they 
might  when  that  matter  Came  into  dispute,  have  Chained  me  with 
want  of  Candor  in  not  making  the  severall  objections  I  really  had 
to  the  Bill  when  it  was  before  me. 

Th«a  stands  the  Controveroy  at  Present,  and  if  before  Budden 
goes,  who  I  have  detained  upon  the  Present  occasion,  there  be  any 
further  steps  taken  you  may  depend  on  having  an  account  of  them, 
and,  if  not,  you  shall  have  the  result  of  the  Present  Sitting  by  some 
of  the  Ships  to  Ireland.  I  thought  I  could  not  have  a  better  o^ 
portunity  of  Calling  upon  ^em  to  put  the  Province  in  a  ^Posture 
of  defence,  than  when  they  desired  your  Instructions  to  be  laid  be- 
fore them,  and  I  am  in  hopes  the  manner  in  which  that  is  done  will 
have  some  weight  with  them,  as  they  are  Informed  that  the  afiairs 
of  the  Colony's  will  be  under  The  Consideration  of  Parliament^  and 
arc  afraid  of  being  Excluded  the  Legislature. 

The  Connecticut  affair,  notwithstanding  what  Pass'd  at  Albany, 
has  taken  a  very  bad  turn,  and  a  Purchase  is  actually  made  from  the 
Indians  for  the  41"^  degree  of  Lattitude,  beginning  ten  miles^to  the 
Eastward  of  the  Eastern  branch  of  ^usquehannab,  &  Extending 
westward  two  Degrees  of  Longitude;  soon  after  I  returned  from 
New  Castle  I  wrote  to  Coll«.  Johnston,  and  sent  for  Hendrick  down 
to  this  PlacC;  but  thought  it  Proper  not  to  write  to  the  Gov'  of 
Connecticut  till  Hendrick  had  taken  some  measures  with  the  Six 
Nations,  but  upon  being  Informed  That  some  of  the  purchasers  had 
been  over  to  Wymack  to  take  a  View  of  the  Lands,  had  drawn  in 
some  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  to  join  them,  who  were 
returned  with  them  to  a  Grand  meeting  to  beheld  on  y«  21**  of 
Nov',  at  Hartford,  I  thought  it  right  to  state  the  whole  matter  in  a 
letter  to  the  Gov'  of  Connecticut,  as  that  Letter  would  be  the  foun- 
dation of  all  futuipe  Proceedings,  whereupon  I  wrote  the  Long  Letter 
of  which  you  will  have  a  Coppy  in  your  box,  and  which  I  hope  will 
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merrii  joor  approbation ;  with  this  Letter  I  sent  M'.  Armstrong 
into  Gonnecticuti  with  Instructions  to  get  what  Intelligence  be 
Conld  Concerning  the  affair,  and  what  be  Picked  np  you  will  find 
in  bis  report  Coppy  of  which  you  have  herewith^  and  also  of  Letters 
that  I  received  from  M'.  Alexander  and  his  son^  and  from  M'.  Pow- 
nally  to  all  of  whom  I  wrote  npon  the  subject,  and  as  Pownal  was 
then  Going  to  Boston  throagh  Connecticut^  I  diesired  he  would  send 
me  what  Information  be  Could  Get  Concerning  their  Scheme; 
Toung  M'.  Alexanders  observations  I  think  very  judicious,  and 
home  to  the  Point.  There  are  in  town  three  Indian  Chiefs  of  the 
Oneida,  Seneca,  &  Mohawk  nations,  two  whom  M'.  Peters  Proposes 
to  Employ  upon  this  bead^  at  Onandago  where  they  are  Going,  and 
if  the  Six  nations  disown  the  Purchase^  and  ume  Yigourous  mea- 
sures are  taken  with  those  that  first  attempt  tcnkttle,  this  alSfair  may 
Possibly  Blow  over,  but  such  is  the  effect  that  the  Impunity  of  the 
Jersey  Rioters  has  upon  the  People  here,  that  numbers  in  this  Pro- 
vince are  ready  to  Joyn  the  Connecticut  People  and  take  titles  under 
them  &  this  Purchase,  and  hold  the  Land  by  force  as  the  Jersey 
men  do,  and  if  the  Indians  dont  hinder  them,  I  am  afraid  all  the 
force  of  this  Government  will  not  be  sufficient  to  do  it,  I  mean 
without  aid  of  the  assemblv^  and  unless  they  are  Pleased  in  other 
matters  no  assistance  is  to  be  Expected  from  their  bandS;  but  the 
Contrary. 

I  send  you  herewith  a  state  of  the  Province  of  Pensilvania  Put 
in  my  hands  a  few  days  ago,  and  I  find  is  Intended  for  the  Press  in 
England,  In  order  to^  Induce  the  Parliament  to  take  measures  for 
the  future  security  of  this  Province,  by  Excluding  the  Quakers  from 
the  Legislature.  Those  who  knew  the  affairs  of  the  Country  Say  it 
is  well  drawn  up,  But  that  you  will  judge  of,  being  better  acquainted 
w*^  the  severall  matters  set  forth  in  it  than  any  body  Elce.  The 
Persons  Goncem'd  in  this  state  are  very  much  your  friendS;  and  as 
they  Insist  upon  taking  this  measure  I  thought  it  Proper  you  should 
Know  it,  and  have  a  Coppy  of  what  was  Intended  for  the  PresSv 

Indoned. 
Copy.    Letter  to  M'.  Penn,  Dec'  24««»,  1754. 


Address  of  Germans,  1754, 

Sir, 

We  have  Considered  further  Concerning  our  Address*  to  his  Hon' 
Bobcrt  Hunter  Morris.  That  as  there  is  a  Great  Number  of  Germans 
all  over  y*  province  of  Pensilvania,  which  might  perhaps  not  have 
heard  nor  indentet  any  thing,  neither  of  the  £te  accusation  against 
the  said  Nation  in  General^  and  may  be  less  of  our  late  Address  to 
his  Hon'  y  G^vemori  concerning  y*  samcj  and  for  y*  more  satbfac- 

*  See  page  217. 
10* 
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tion  to  ihexn  all  which  is  ignorant  in  it,  we  thonght  it  proper  to  put 
it  in  public  print,  both  in  English  and  Dutch }  if  his  Hon'  y*  Gov- 
emour  has  not  already  put  the  Copy  to  the  pres8%  and  therefor  hope 
his  Hon''  will  not  Take  it  amiss :  because  it  is  only  to  that  Intent 
that  our  Protestant  Country  people  might  see  all  our  reaaon  and 
motive  to  our  actions ;  Especially  in  y*  Dutch  Copy  we  InTent  to 
make  a  short  Introduction  to  shew  them  both  our  concern  as  also  to 
remind  them  of  their  Loyal  duty  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  as 
likewise  his  Hon'*  answer  to  ye  sd  address,  of  which  I  send  you  by 
this  ye  Copy  to  Correct ;  pray  do  not  take  it  amiss,  as  you  have 
been  pressent  you  are  most  able  to  add  where  I  have  omitted,  and 
olter  where  I  might  not  have  used  the  very  same  Expressions,  His 
Hon'  made  to  the  sa^Address.  I  should  have  nothing  agaifist  it  if 
his  Hon'  ye  GovemoxR  should  see  his  own  ans'  as  much  as  I  could 
remember  thereof,  before  it  is  put  to  print  and  correct  himself,  what 
he  pleases  thereof,  and  so  send  it  back  to  Mr.  Kepely  in  Philadelphia, 
who  is  desired  to  forwed  ye  same  to  print. 
And  with  this  I  remain  with  many  salutations. 

Sir  your  Humble  Servant, 

HENRY  ANTES. 

Frederick  Township, 
December  ye  24th,  1754. 

Directed. 
To  Mr.  Richard  Peters,  Secretary. 


Gov'r.  Morris  to  Gov'r.  Ddtwiddib,  1754. 

Sir, 

Notwithstanding  the  dangerous  situation  these  Colonys  are  at  pre- 
sent in  from  the  invasion  of  the  French  and  their  vicinity  to  the  In- 
habitants of  this  province  in  particular,  I  have  not  been  hitherto 
able  to  prevul  on  our  assembly  to  give  one  farthing  towards  the  re- 
movid  of  those  dangerous  neighbours.  You  will  see  by  my  speech 
at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  &  my  several  messages  since, 
which  I  send  you  herewith,  how  I  have  pressed  this  matter  upon 
them,  but  all  in  vain,  sorely  there  never  was  a  set  of  People  in  the 
world,  so  stupidly  infatuated,  or  so  blind  to  their  country's  danger 
as  the  Assemblys  of  these  Colonys  have  been  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion, but  if  any  of  'em  are  entitled  to.  stand  foremost  upon  this  in- 
fatuated List,  it  is  the  people  of  this  province,  who  are  rich,  flourish- 
jng  and  numerous,  and  not  only  declined  taking  up  arms  upon  the 
occasion,  but  even  refuse  to  afford  the  assistance  or  supply  the  articles 
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esipeeieS  from  them  hj  the  Crown  and  reoommended  by  the  Secretary 
of  state's  letter  of  October  ye  26thy  last 

They  did,  indeed,  offer  me  a  Bill  for  paying  into  my  hands  twenty 
thoasand  pounds,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  King's  nse  in  snoh  man- 
ner as  I  should  think  fit,  Bat  they  took  eare  that  this  bill  should  not 
only  be  directly  contrary  to  a  Royal  Instruction  concerning  the  force 
of  which  they  have  had  a  long  dispute  with  the  Late  Governor,  but 
that  a  sum  equall  to  that  proposed  for  the  Ring's  use,  should  remain 
in  their  hands  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  Assembly  for  the  time  being. 
Such  a  bill  yon  are  sensible,  I  could  by  no  means  consent  to  as 
the  Assembly  have  already'nigh  fifteen  thousand  pounds,  &  must  re- 
ceive as  much  more  in  two  years,  no  part  of  which  will  they  give 
upon  the  present  occassion,  and  even  expect  a  considerable  addition 
to  their  own  stock,  all  of  which,  a  future  Assembly  may  dispose  of, 
to  purposes  inconsistent  with  the  publick  good  and^the  Just  depend- 
anoe  of  this  Province  upon  the  Crown,  especially  as  the  majority  of 
the  Electors  hero  are  Germans',  unacquainted  with  our  Language  or 
Constitution,  and  many  of  them  Roman  Catholicks. 

These  reasons  I  have  assigned  to  the  Secretary  of  state  for  not 
passing  that  Bill,  and  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  stand  excused  as  I  have 
done  my  utmost  to  prevail  with  the  Assembly  to  come  into  reason- 
able measures,  and  as  they  are  still  sitting,^  shall  continue  to  do  S0| 
But  must  own  that  I  have  no  expectations  from  a  set  of  men  that 
are,  or  pretend  to  be,  principal'd  against  defending  themselves  or 
their  Country,  &  who,  at  such  a  time  as  this,  chuse  to  enter  into  a 
dispute  concerning  the  force  of  the  King's  Instructions,  and  pursu- 
ing measures  rather  calculated  to  aggrandize  their  own  power,  than 
to  Promote  the  publick  service. 

I  heartily  Congratulate  you  upon  the  resolutions  taken  at  homci 
for  the  defence  and  protection  of  these  Colonys,  and  now  have  hopes 
of  seeing  these  bold  intruders  treated  as  they  deserve,  which  I  dis- 
patred  of  doing  while  the  matter  was  left  to  these  provinces.  But  I 
find  inactivity  and  disagreem*  of  these  Colonys  have  put  the  govern- 
ment at  home  upon  thinking  of  a  method  for  uniting  them  for  their 
common  defence,  which  I  hope  will  be  completed  this  Session  of 
Parliament  and  things  put  upon  such  a  footing  as  to  leave  no  room 
for  future  contests  between  governors  and  assemblys.  I  expect 
some  officers  here  to  recruit  Shirley's  and  Pepperell's  regim'ts,  and 
if  our  assembly  would  give  the  proper  encouragement,  I  imagine 
eould  easily  raise  a  thousand  men  in  veiy  little  time. 

Since  writing  what  is  above,  some  French  deserters  came  to  this 
Place,  the  Examination  of  one  of  whom  I  send  you  under  this  Cover, 
which  is  Confirmed  by  Other  two,  and  tho'  I  believe  the  French  num- 
bers are  represented  by  these  men  larger  than  they  realy  are,  yet  I 
am  convinced  they  are  much  increased,  and  I  am  affraid  will  be  too 
strong  for  the  forces  his  Majesty  has  destined  for  this  servicOi  unless 
these  Colonys  will  make  a  Considerable  addition  thereto. 
If  the  forces  should  be  arrived  I  beg  my  compliments  to  Gen^ 
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Bnddoek,  and  sball  be  glad  of  an  Opportonity  of  promoting  tiie 
Pablick  Service  upon  the  Present  oocaaiony  and  am, 

Sir, 

Yonr  Host  Obed«  Humble  S*., 
ROBERT  H.  MORRIS. 

Jany'ry  7, 1755, 
Pbilada. 

P.  8.  Oar  Assembly  have  voted  £5000  for  Providing  provisions 
for  his  Majesty's  forces  employed  against  the  French,  which  they 
have  Pat  into  the  hands  of  five  of  their  own  members  to  dispose  of. 

Indarud, 

Draft  of  Letter,  Qov'r  Dinwiddie,  Deo'r  27th,  1754. 


Gov.  Sharps  to  Gov.  Morris,  1754. 

Annapolis,  December  27th,  1754. 
Sir, 

Yoar  favour  of  the  3'  I  have  had  the  pleasnre  to  receive  since 
my  Return  hither,  k  most  heartily  wish  the  hopes  you  entertain  of 
voor  Assembly's  Disposition  may  be  fally  answered,  tho'  my  not 
having  yet  received  a  Line  of  Advice  makes  me  a  little  doubtful  of 
your  Success.  You  will  be  pleased  to  think  that  your  kind  men- 
tion of  Captain  Rutherford  has  confirmed  the  Opinion  I  had  before  , 
entertained  of  him,  &  that  He  shall  not  want  my  Regard  &  parti* 
cttlar  Notice.  Your  Care  in  communicating  to  me  so  speedily  the 
Intelligence  you  had  received  of  the'  arrival  of  such  a  Reinforcement, 
at  Monongahela  much  obliges  me,  I  have  also  received  the  same 
account  from  Colonel  Innes,  of  which  I  acquainted  you  by  the  last 
post.  As  the  Conduct  &  Behaviour  of  that  Mr.  Croghan,  a  Copy 
of  whose  Letter  you  inclosed  me,  was  represented  te  me  in  no  very 
favourable  or  amiable  light,  I  cannot  help  taking  the  Liberty  to 
mention  some  things  that  have  been  said  of  him,  &  te  desire  you, 
unless  you  are  satisfyed  of  the  falsity  of  them,  to  have  him  a  little 
observed.  It  has  been  asserted  that  he  is  a  Romaic  Catholick,  and 
that  one  Campbell  a  person  of  the  same  persuasion  generally  resides 
at  his  house,  that  several  Circumstances  afford  room  to  suspect  that 
this  Campbel  paid  a  visit  some  time  since  to  the  French  Fort,  but 
indeed  I  should  not  have  given  much  Credit  to  such  a  story  as  this 
without  it  had  been  supported  by  stronger  proofs  than  were  offered 
to  me,  had  not  the  Behaviour  of  Mr.  Croghan  in  opening  a  Letter 
of  the  greatest  Consequence  some  time  since  from  Mr.  Stobo,  which 
was  not  directed  to  him,  &  taking  as  it  is  asserted  a  Copy  thereof 
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did  not  inolioe  me  to  be  a  little  suspioious  of  bid  integrity  &  fidelity ; 
in  Excuse  of  this  Step  of  bis  I  am  told  be  urges  tbe  importunity  of 
tbe  Indians  who  were  witb  bim,  &  pressed  bim  to  let  tbem  know 
what  advice  tbe  Letter  contained ;  if  tbat  was  tbe  Case  He  ougbt 
by  no  means  to  have  taken  such  measures  to  satisfy  their  Curiosity, 
but  I  cannot  learn  tbat  they  even  made  bim  a  Request  of  tbat  Sort, 
jor  were  veiy  desirous  of  knowing  tbe  Contents  of  tbe  Letter,  it  has 
been  also  reported  tbat  Mr.  Crogban  bad  Remittances  made  bim  to 
pay  tbe  Indian  who  brought  bim  tbat  Letter  very  bansomely,  but 
tbat  be  retained  tbe  Money  &  delivered  only  a  small  paroell  of 
Goods  &r  inferiour  to  it  in  value.  Information  was  also  given  me 
tbat  He  by  forging  &  telling  tbem  false  stories  diverted  a  Number 
of  Indians  from  coming  to  tbe  Camp  at  Wills  Creek  some  time  ago, 
in  order  to  serve  thereby  some  private  Ends  of  bis  own ;  if  bis  Be* 
baviour  has  deservedly  subjected  him  to  such  Censures,  you  will  I 
doubt  not  be  able  to  make  some  Discovery  &  deal  witb  bim  as  be 
might  deserve.  One  Gerrard  Pendigrass  an  Indian  Trader  on  Ju- 
niata has  been  represented  to  me  as  a  person  well  acquainted  with 
the  Back  Country,  if  you  will  order  bim  to  be  enquired  out  &  en- 
deavour to  learn  what  Character  He  bears,  &  if  be  is  willing  to 
attend  tbe  Troops  as  a  Guide  on  Occasion  you  will  very  much 
oblige 

Your  Honour's  most  bumble 

&  obedient  Servant, 

HORO'.  SHARPE. 

P.  S.  Your  favour  of  the  17tb  by  the  Post  I  have  received,  &  beg 
vou  will  forward  the  Inclosed  packet  to  New  York,  from  whence  I 
have  nothing  heard  as  yet. 


Indoned. — ^Dccem^  27, 1754. 

.  Gov.  SnARPE, 

Complaining  of  George  Crogban,  and  dasiring  one  Gerrard  Pendi- 
grass an  Indian  Trader,  might  be  enquired  for  and  sent  bim. 


GovB.  Morris  to  Thos.  Pbnn,  1754. 

Pbilad-.,  Pecem'.  28tb,  1754. 

Sir, 

I  send  this  by  Express  to  Reedy  Island  in  hopes  it  may  overtake 
Budden,*  and  send  you  Enclosed  tbe  Examination  of  a  French  de- 
serter from  tbe  Fort  on  the  Ohio,  giving  an  account  tbat  there  are 
now  nigh  six  thousand  regular  French  troops  there,  and  in  what  man- 
ner they  are  Employed.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  you,  and  by 
your  means  tbe  Kings  Minesters  tbe  earlyest  account  I  Gould  of 

«  See  page  228. 
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this  matter,  which  is  Confirmed  by  two  other  Deserters  whose  Ex* 
aminations  w*  have  not  time  to  take  as  I  am  afraid  of  missing  the 
Ship.  I  Propose  upon  this  Piece  of  Intelligence  to  recommend  it 
to  the  Assembly  to  raise  a  ftumber  of  men  in  addition  to  what  the 
Grown  has  destined  for  this  Service;  bat  they  are  in  such  a  temper 
as  give  me  very  Little  room  to  hope  for  any  success,  I  am  S'  in  great 
hast 

Your  most  obed*  and  most 

Faithfull  Humble  Serv^, 


KOBT.  H.  MOERIS.* 


I  send  one  of  the  s*  by  Budden,  &  \ 
another  by  a  Ship  to  Bristoll.      j 

Indaned. — Coppy  to  Mr.  Penn. 


John  Harbis  to  Ebw'b.  Sbipves^  1754. 

Pazton;  28th  Decem^  1754. 

Sir, 

This  Week  Cap*"  Andrew  Montour  has  made  his  Interest  so  good 
with  my  Bro.  William  Harris,  as  to  perswade  him  to  goe  with  him 
to  our  Camp,  &  Engages  that  he  shall  Keceive  a  Lieutenants  Com- 
mission under  him,  upon  the  strength  of  w*^  &  the  Willingness  to 
serve  his  King  ^  Countrey,  he  Resolves  to  goe.  Their  Company  of 
White  men  I  Expect  to  have  Compleated  by  Munday  Next  or  bay 
following,  they  Expect  to  March  for  Wills  Creek  by  the  Way  of 
Oughwhick,  in  Order  To  Take  a  Number  of  Indians  with  them,  some 
Indians  thats  here  leaves  their  Famileys  &  setts  o£f  With  them  with 
all  Cheerfulness  Imagenable,  &  I'll  assure  you  upon  my  Bro'*  In- 
clining to  goe,  the  Young  men  ab*  here  Inlisted  Imediately  with  the 
small  Encourage  I  Gave  them,  w*"^  was  but  my  Desire,  &  I  hope 
that  this  Company  will  act  their  Part  so  well  as  to  be  a  Creditt  to 
our  River  Men,  w*^  almost  the  whole  Consists  of.  Its  Rumoured 
here  that  there  is  now  Taken  prisoner  lately  at  our  Camp,  Fifteen 
French  Indians  upon  w*^  I  hear  our  Indians  att  Oughwhick,  is  to 
goe  &  Determin  their  Fate  Either  Death  or  Liberty,  I  only  mention 
this,  but  am  not  yet  Certain  of  the  Fact,  (Excuse  Blunders).  I  am 
Sir,y' 
>  Verry  Humble  Serv*., 

JOHN  HARRIS. 

Directed. — ^To  Edward  Shippen,  Esqr.,  att  Lancaster. 

*  See  GoVre.  Message  and  Depositions,  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  YI.,  pp.  223, 
225. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Shirley,  1754. 

D'Sir: 

I  am  and  have  been  so  much  taken  up  with  an  Assembly,  who 
seem  detennined  to  stand  still  &  see  their  Country  Over  run  by  the 
French^  That  I  have  not  been  Able  to  write  to  you  upon  Several 
Matters  that  I  want  to  have  your  Sentiments  upon,  nor  before  this 
to  Congratulate  You  upon  your  appointment  to  the  Command  of 
one  of  the  Begiments  to  be  raised  in  this  Country^  which  you  may 
assure  your  Self  I  shall  redily  a£ford  you  my  Best  Assistance  to  fill, 
and  which  I  really  believe  will  be  kept  up  for  a  long  time^  as  the 
steps  taken  by  the  French  must  Plrobably  bring  on  a  war,  the  scene 
of  which  will  be  Chiefly  in  America.  I  have  not  now  time  to  Enter 
upon  other  matters,  and  Can  only  send  you  the  Inclosed  Affidavit, 
as  it  Contains  Intelligence  of  Importance,  and  is  Confirmed  by  two 
other  Deserters,  whose  Examinations  will  be  taken  to-morrow,  but  I 
Could  not  let  this  Post  Go  without  Sending  you  this  Piece  of  Intel- 
ligence, and  begging  tbe  fiivour  of  you  to  forward  the  Inclosed  to 
8'  Thomas  Robinson,  in  "which  I  have  sent  him  one  of  those  Exami- 
nations, and  Last  night  sent  away  a  special  Messenger  to  Overtake 
some  ships  bound  to  England  and  now  Lying  at  the  mouth  of  Our 
River,  with  the  same  Intelligence,  so  that  I  am  in  hopes  they  will 
receive  this  account  of  the  French  strength  some  time  in  February, 
ft  time  enough  to  send  Proper  orders  upon  the  occasion,  for  Certainly 
it  will  not  be  safe  to  Attempt  to  remove  so  strong  a  body  of  French 
troops  with  the  English  force  destined  io  this  Service. 

My  Assembly  are  still  sitting,  but  I  have  not  yet  Prevailed  with 
them  to  Give  any  thing  upon  the  Present  Occasion,  and  I  really 
dispair  of  doing  it,  (tho'  my  best  Endeavours  Shall  not  be  wanting) 
as  they  are  Entring  into  an  111  timed  dispute  about  the  force  of 
Royal  Instructions  and  those  Given  by  the  Proprietors. 

You  may  depend  on  hearing  more  fully  from  me  in  a  Little  time, 
and  I  need  not  now  Assure  you  that  I  shall  be  Glad  of  any  Oppor- 
tunity of  Convincing  you  with  how  much  Truth, 

I  am.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed*  &  Most 

FaithfuU  Humble  Servant, 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 
Philad*.,  Decern'  29«*,  1754. 

Indorted, — Copy  to,  Gov'.  Shirley.  ^ 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  1754. 

Sr:  ' 

I  did  myself  the  Honor  to  write  yon  fully  upon  Ihe-affaira  of  ibis 
Province  on  ye  24th  Instant,  Since  which  I  huve  received  Intelli- 
gence by  three  deserters  from  the  French  Camp  near  the  Ohio, 
That  they  have  now  there  at  their  Lower  fort  upon  that  river  be- 
tween five  and  six  thousand  Regular  Troops,  besides  Indians.  The 
Intelligence  is  Contained  in  the  Ezamamination  Inclosed,  which  is 
Confirmed  by  the  Other  two  doserters.  I  send  (bis  to  Boston  in 
hopes  it  may  go  sooner  from  thence,  than  what  I  have  already  sent 
Directly  from  this  Province,  and  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed*  t  Most 
Jlumble  Servant, 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS.* 
Philad*.,  Decern'  29**,  1754. 
Indorsed. — Copy  to,  Sir  Thomas  Robinson. 


John  Harris  to  R.  Prtbrs,  1754. 

Paxton,  Decem'  30**  1754. 
Sir:       ^ 

I  Design  to-morrow  to  March  with  my  Company,  men  Raised 
here,  for  Wills  Creek,  by  the  way  of  Oughwhick.  I  leave  Under 
the  Care  of  Jn*".  Harris  Two  Indian  Familys,  one  of  w^*  has  been 
att  his  house  Since  the  X>eath  of  the  Half  King,  and  has  been  so 
Kindly  Treated  that  they  don't  Care  to  move  to  Oughwhick  att  this 
cold  Season,  &  they  may  be  as  Cheap  Maintained  Here.  I  Ordered 
Jn«.  Harris  to  provide  for  them  after 'the  Frugalest  Manner;  all  the 
men  of  the  above  s*  Indian  Familys  goes  to  the  Camp  with  me 
Chearfully,  and  are  of  the  Mingoes,  &  were  att  the  Skirmish  when 
Laforce  was  Taken  &  his  men.  I  Expect  to  Take  a  Number  of 
Indians^  along  with  me  to  Oughwhick  to  the  Camp  where  I  Design 
to  remain  with  Them ;  I'll  assure  yon  Jw.  Harris's  Kind  Ussage  to 
the  Indians  this  fall  has  been  of  Si ujh  Service,  &  Ought  to  be  pro- 
perly  Rewarded.  I  Hope  Monnooatootha  is  before  this  Time  left 
your  City  on  his  way  for  the  Six  Nations ;  the  good  Accounts  from 
England  lately  will  Spirit  up  our  Indians  much,  &  I  trust  have  ita 
Desired  Effect. 
«  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obedient, 

Humble  Serv*.  f 

Directed.— To  Richard  Peters,  Esq.,  in  Philadelphia. 
Indorsed. — John  Harris's  Letter  to  Richard  Peters. 

♦  See  page  220.  f  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  226.    No  signature. 
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Gov.  Dk  Lancey  to  Gov.  Morris,  1754. 

New  York,  ZO^  December,  1754. 
Sir: 

I  had  the  Honour  of  jour  Letter  of  the  24tli*  Instant  by  the  two 
Vidians  you  recommended  to  me.  I  sent  for  tbem  to  the  Fort 
where  the  Conncil  were  met,  and  heard  what  they  had  to  say,  after 
which  I  ordered  them  to  be  taken  care  of;  and  shall  give  the  Inter- 
preter six  pounds  to  defray  their  Expences  to  Albany :  and  have 
directed  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Afiairs  to  shew  Scarroyady 
proper  Marks  of  Distinction^  and  to. forward  and  assist  him,  his 
Companion  and  the  Interpreter,  with  every  thing  necessary  on  their 
Journey. 

Yoar  Nephew,  Staats,  has  had  a  Squabble  with  one  of  the  Justices 
at  Albany,  upon  which  the  Magistrates  sent  a  Complaint  against  him 
with  Affidavits,  and  it  was  proposed  to  order  the  Attorney-General 
to  file  an  Information  against  him,  but  it  was  ordered  that  he  should 
be  bound  to  appear  next  Sessions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  which  is  to 
be  held  in  June,  by  which  time  I  suppose  the  Matter  will  be  cooled. 
I  have  desired  him  to  live  well  with  the  People,  and  directed  the 
Magistrates  to  endeavour  that  the  t^oople  there  live  well  with  the 
Officers  and  Soldiers  posted  there  for  their  Security. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  &  most 
humble  Servant, 

JAMES  DE  LANCEY. 
Governor  Morris. 

Indorsed. — ^Decem'  SO**",  1764,  James  De  Lancey. 


Detail  of  Indian  Affairs,  1752-54. 

1752.— 240  Indians,  headed  by  2  French  men,  attackd  a  Twigh- 
twee  Village,  &  killed  14  Indians  &  1  Trader,  &  carried  away  5  other 
Traders. 

Message  from  a  Twightwee  Chief,  with  an  account  of  this  Attack. 

1752. — John  Paltin,  an  Indian  Trader,  came  from  London  26*'' 
Nov.,  1750,  he  was  taJcen  Prisoner  by  the  French  at  the  Miama 
Fort ;  sent  to  old  France ;  released  at  the  Instance  of  Lord  Albe- 
marle. Sent  to  England,  and  there  Examined.  At  Paris  he  sol- 
licited  for  restitution,  but  without  success,  being  told  his  Goods  were 
confiscated  for  trading  within  the  Limits  of  the  French. 

See  Pattiu's  Journal  &  Map. 

*  See  page  220. 
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1753,  May  22.  Gov',  by  message,  acquainted  the  house  that  the 
CouDty  of  AUegheDy,  in  Ohio,  was  going  to  be  invaded  by  an  army 
of  French  &  Indians,  that  the  Gov',  of  Canada  had  avowed  this  hos- 
tile Invasion,  before  the  Council  of  y*  Six  Nations,  yet,  tho'  these 
Indians  bad  forbid  its  asserting  their  Independence  &  the  Pro- 
perty of  the  soil,  yet  the  French  would  still  persist,  sets  forth  the 
consequences ;  requested  to  be  enabled  to  iasist  the  Indians     .     ^ 

See  Gov".  Message,  p.  18. 

George  Henry,  John  Evans,  James  Dcvoy,  Owen  Nicholson,  came 
from  England.  As  they  were  trading  beyond  the  Ohio,  they  were 
taken  Prisoners  by  a  Number  of  French  Indians,  w*^  a  French  Man 
at  their  head,  who  carried  them  to  Qaebeck,  and  from  thence^  sent 
them  to  Rochell,  in  Old  France. 

29.  Trents  L'res.,  J.  Galbreath,  Jn».  Harris,  Mich.  Teaffe,  Rob. 
Calendar,  Ezamind  by  the  house.  After  w'^  y*  state  of  Indian 
Affairs  was  considered. 

30.  £200  given  for  Condolence  Presents  to  y*  Twightwees ;  £600 
Presents  to  the  other  Indian  Nations,  payable  to  y*  Gov  by  the 
Traders. 

1753,  Aug^  29'^.  Gov.  acquaints  the  House  that  he  had  sent 
Mr.  Weiser  to  Onondago,  intending  to  take  his  measures  from  the 
advices  he  should  bring.  The  French  were  on  y*  march  to  the 
Ohio,  &  had  dispatched  several  Parties  of  Indians  before  them. 

Sept'.  5.  Conrad  Weiser's  Journal  of  his  Journy  to  Albany,  &  y* 
Mohawks  Country,  together  w^  other  Papers  laid  before  y*  ho. 

October.  Treaty  with  the  Ohio  Indians  in  8ber  Alexander 
Magcnty,  Indian  Trader,  trading  w^^.  the  Cuttawa  Indians,  allies  of 
G^  B.,  was,  on  the  26^*^  Jan^^.  last,  taken  Prisoner  by  a  Party  of 
French  Indians,  of  the  Caghnawago  Nation,  near  Eantucky,  a 
Western  Branch  of  Ohio,  who  beat  &  abused,  &  sent  him  to  Mon- 
treal. 

1754,  Laid  before  y«  Ho.,  14*''  Feb'y.  Lre.  from  Ld.  Holder- 
nesse,  of  the  28*'^  Aug^,  1753,  commanding  him,  in  case  of  En- 
croachm**.  by  any  foreign  Prince,  to  draw  forth  the  armed  force  of 
y*  Prov.,  &  repel  force  by  force.  Indian  Trader,  Bow,  recom- 
mended by  y*  Lre.  from  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  Fort  on 
Bass  River,  of  the  15**'  Dec'.,  1753.  Legardeur  de  St.  Pierre  to 
Gov.  Dunwiddie,  by  CoR  Washington,  sent  with  a  Requisition, 
requiring  him  to  retire,  Ac,  wherein  the  Claims  to  y*  Lands  along 
the  Ohio  are  avowed. 

Do.  N.B.  The  Assembly  in  their  Message  of  this  date,  acknow- 
ledge the  Gov>^".  Care  in  all  Indian  Affairs,  &  in  all  their  other  mes- 
sages sent  to  Gov''.  Gordon,  Gov'.  Thomas,  &  Gov'.  Hamilton. 

20th.  Andrew  Montour,  &  Jn".  Pattin,  returned  from  Ohio. 
26th.  A  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Indian  Trade  Bill. 
27th.  Assembly  thanks  Gov'".  &  Com**,  at  Carlisle,  for  their  care, 
&  express  satisfaction  with  their  conduct.  Will  bear  the  Expense 
of  Com'",  to  Albany,  gone  w^*".  Gov^  in  character  of  Indian  Traders. 
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March  8.  Assembly  resolve  that  the  Papers  &  Evidences*  sent 
down  bj  y  Gov'*  do  not  make  it  clearly  appear,  that  the  subjects 
of  a  foreign  Prince  have  erected  Forts  within  the  undoubted  Limits 
of  this  Government.  Message  y  y  Limits  had  not  been  ascer- 
tained to  y^'  satisfaction. 

£100,  St.  to  be  paid  to  y  speaker,  to  be  bj  him  transmitted  to 
the  agent  in  G^  B.,  for  y  service  of  this  Province. 

Assembly  adjourn  without  granting  supplies,  &  w*^  out  Governors 
Consent,  to  the  6^  May. 

1754,  April  2.  Assembly  called  by  writs  to  meet.  Gov'  lays 
before  them,  Lres.  of  Gov  Dinwiddle,  &  several  other  Papers. 
Proposes  for  supplys  to  assist  Gov  Dinwiddle. 

4.  Lres.  of  Gov'  De  Lancey  &  Gov'  Shirley,  laid  before  y«  ho" 
to  acquaint  them  what  was  to  be  done  at  Albany. 

5.  The  Question  put,  That  a  sum  of  money  be  at  this  time  given 
to  the  King's  use.  Passed  in  y*  affirmative,  18  to  16.  Qu.  put  for 
^20,000. .  In  y«  negative,  25  to  8.  £15,000, 23  to  10.  £10,000, 
negative,  22  to  10.    £5,000.    In  the  negative,  22  to  10. 

11.  £500  given  as  a  Present  to  the  Indians,  at  the  Treaty  pro* 
posed  to  be  held  in  June,  at  Albany. 

12.  A  message  y'  no  sum  would  be  given  to  y*  King's  use,  pro- 
portionate to  the  occasion.  Desire  to  adjourn  to  consult  their  Con- 
stituents to  13  May.  Gov'  dissatisfied  w^  their  Conduct  &  y  ad- 
joomment.     Ho'  altered  time  of  adjournment  to  6th  May. 

May  6.  Message  giving  an  Account  of  the  French  army  of  4,000, 
n^  18  pieces  of  artillery,  appearing  before  Trent's  fort,  and  its  sur- 
render to  them  on  the  17*^  Apr.,  recommending  Union  of  the 
Colonies.  That  he  had  sent  Mr.  Weiser  with  a  respectful  message 
to  y"  Indians  living  on  the  borders  of  the  Susquehanna,  to  be 
ioformed  in  what  light  the  Hostilities  of  the  French  had  been  repre- 
sented to  them,  &  wh'  any,  &  what  measures  had  been  proposed  to 
them  in  relation  thereto. 

Papers  sent  w*^  Message. 

Col».  Washington's  Lre.  of  y  27  Apr. 

Contrecour'i^  summons  to  y"  Commander  of  Trent's  Fort. 

Scarroyadys  Speech,  &c.,  to  Gov'*  of  Virg.  &  Cenn. 

Gov'  Dinwiddle's  Lre.  of  27  Apr. 

Gov  De  Lancey's  Lre.  of  19*^  Apr. 

Lre.  from  Commanding  Officer  at  Oswego,  to  Gov'  of  New  York, 
of  27  March,  giving  an  Ace*  of  y*  March  of  a  Body  of  French 
Troops  to  the  Ohio. 

A  Letter  of  Conrad  Weiser's  to  y*  Gov,  containing  an  acco*  of 
his  Joumy  to  Shamokin,  2  May,  w^  a  Paper  of  Indian  News. 

May  8.  Qu.  put  for  ^20,000,  to  be  given  to  y«  King's  use.  No's 
24  to  8.     £15,000,  No's  23  to  10. 

£10,000  granted,  17  to  15.    On  an  Excise  for  10  years,  w«^ 
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Oo7'  would  not  assent  to,  &  thereupon,  the  house  came  to  scanda- 
loQS  and  abusive,  &  Resolves  Assembly  adjourned  to  the  19^  Aug^. 

May  18.  Gov'  demanded  Copy  of  Minutes,  w**'were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  lO***,  and  not  before  a  Copy  was  ordered  to  be  given  to  j* 
Gov. 

June.  Congress  held  at  Albany  from  15^  June  to 

August  6.  Assembly  was  called  by  writ  to  meet  to-day.  Speech, 
giving  an  account  of  QolK  Washington's  Defeat,  3  July,  &  capitula- 
tion. Gov.'  presses  supplies.  Half  King  &  other  considerable 
Indians  retire  into  their  Province.  Petitions  from  Cumberland  and 
Lancaster  County  for  protection,  arms,  and  ammunition.  Com- 
mends to  y  ho.  to  consider  the  defenceless  state  of  y"  Province,  and 
provide  means  for  s^^curity.  Lays  before  them,  minutes  of  y'  Con- 
gress at  Albany,  whereby  it  appears  that  the  Lands  on  the  River 
Ohio  do  belong  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  &  have  been  pat 
under  the  Protection  of  the  Crown  of  England.  The  Proceedings 
of  the  French  have  never  received  Coantenance  or  approbation  from- 
the  Six  Nations.  Comm*  drew  up  a  Representation  of  the  present 
state  of  the  Colonies,  &  a  Plan  of  a  general  Union,  both  w*^  Gov'- 
recomends. 

8.  Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Donegal,  setting  forth  that 
the  Inhabitants  are  neither  provided  w^  arms  or  ammunition,  or 
under  any  kind  of  Discipline,  praying  y*  those  who  are  willing  to 
defend  themselves  and  country,  may  be  put  into  a  proper  Condition 
for  Defence,  and  those  who  are  not  willing,  may  be  obliffd  to  pay. 

Another  Petition  from  a  very  considerable  Number  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  townp's  of  Paxton,  Hanover^  &  Derry,  to  y*  same 
purport 

9^.  Message  to  provide  for  French  Deserters. 

August  9,  1754.  Qu.  put  if  £20,000  should  be  given  to  the 
King's  use.  Past  in  the  negative,  21  to  11.  If  £15,000,  past  in 
the  negative,  20  to  12. 

Resolved,  That  j^10,000  be  given  to  the  King's  use. 

Provisions  voted  for  the  maintenance  of  such  Indians  as  have 
taken  Refuge  in  this  Province. 

12.  Question  put.  If  the  sum  given  to  the  King's  use  should 
be  enlarged  to  £20,000.     Past  in  the  negative,  20  to  13. 

Question,  if  to  £15,000.     Past  in  the  affirmative,  25  to  8. 

13.  Bill  for  Striking  the  sum  of  £35,000  in  Bills  of  Credit,  and 
giving  £15,000  thereof  to  ye  King's  use,  sent  up  to  the  Gov. 

Bill  rejected  by  the  Gov'  for  reasons  formerly  assigned  &  mention' 
y^  a  new  Gov'  may  be  soon  expected. 

Plan  of  Union  of  the  Colonies  referred  to  ye  Gons^  of  the  next 
succeeding  Assembly. 

October  15.  Mr.  Morris,  the  new  Governor's  first  speech,  recom- 
mends the  state  of  the  Frontiers  of  tliis  &  ye  neighbouring  Provinces 
to  ye  Cons"  of  ye  ho». 

16.  Several  Letters,  Accounts  &  Papers  relating  to  Indian  Affairs, 
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wbenee  they  will  know  what  has  pass*  sinoe  the  last  Sitting  of  As* 
semblj. 

Greorge  Croghan's  Lre.  of  16  Aug'  from  Anckquiok. 

Gov'  Hamilton's  Lre.  to  6.  Groghan,  of  23<^  Aag*. 

Conrad  Weiser's  Lre.  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  13  Sept'. 
2  Lres.  from  G.  Croghan  to  Gov.  Hamilton,  30  Aug^,  and  27^^ 
7br. 

Jno.  Harris's  Lre.  5  8br. 

Address  of  Assembly,  they  were  in  hopes  to  have  received  In- 
stmctions  from  the  Crown  how  to  conduct  themselves  on  occasion  of 
French  Incroachm^.  Lre.  of  E.  of  Holdemesse,  of  ye  28  Aug% 
1753,  is  ye  only  Rule  for  their  Governm^  Adjourn,  as  it  is  not  ye 
usual  time  for  doing  Business  to  2'  Dec. 

Dee.  3*^.  Governor's  speech  to  the  Assembly.  He  lays  before  the 
House  a  Lre.  from  s'  Tho.  Kobinson,  5  July,  conveying  his  Maj^'*'  ex- 
press Commands  not  only  to  act  vigorously  in  the  defence  of  his  Govern- 
ment, but  to  be  aiding  his  Maj**'*  other  Colonies  to  repel  hostUe  At- 
tempts. Observes  y^  the  King's  Ministers  were  on  ye  5  July  only 
informed  of  ^the  French  having  driven  some  of  the  Virginia  forces 
from  Monongealo,  &  were  erecting  a  Fort  there,  &  y'  many  things 
had  happened  sinoe  that  have  put  our  affairs  on  the  Frontiers  in  a 
very  bad  situation,  much  worse  j"  they  can  imagine.  French  have 
1000  regular  Troops  at  their  Fort  at  JVtonongealo,  &  an  additional 
Number  of  Cannon.  Indians  have  removed  to  Canada,  others  are 
neutral,  while  the  few  who  continue  friends  dare  not  be  allow*^,  and 
will  give  up  our  Cause  if  not  protected.  Uses  many  good  argum^ 
to  induce  them  to  grant  supplies.     Sends  to  ye  ho*. 

S'  Tho.  Robinson's  Lre.  of  5  July. 

A  Lre.  from  Govt.  Dinwiddie  of  8  Nov'. 

Do.  from  Gov  Sharpe  of  same  Date. 

A  Lre.  from  G.  Croghan,  23  Nov. 

Clauses  Lres.  to^e  Sec'ry. 

Gov'  acquaints  the  ho'  y'  some  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations 
at  Auckquick  intend  to  go  to  the  Council  at  Onondago,  and  expect  in 
their  absence  to  have  their  familys  &  ye  other  Indians  supported. 

Resolved,  to  give  £20,000  to  ye  King's  use,  on  the  Extension  of 
the  Excise  for  10  years. 

Resolved,  to  allow  reasonable  charges  arising  on  a  suitable  Pro- 
vision to  be  made  for  je  maintenance  of  the  Indians  at  Auckquick. 

Message  from  the  Ho*  y^  ye  Treatment  our  Indian  allies  have 
always  received  from  this  Province,  has  great  weight  w^^  them,  &  y* 
we  have  a  large  share  in  their  affections^  recommend  to  ye  Gov  if 
mieht  not  be  more  convenient  to  the  Indians  to  come  nearer  our 
back  Inhabitants. 

£150  put  into  ye  Gov"  hands  for  support  of  Indians  at  Auck- 
quick. 

During  the  Spanish  &  French  war  the  Indian  Trade  was  very 
considerably  enlarged  by  means  of  ye  Shawnesse|  Delawares  So  Sir 
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Nation  Indians,  who,  from  tbe  quick  Enerease  of  ye  English  in  y' 
Colonies,  quitted  their  old  Places  of  Residence  for  want  of  Game  or 
kom,  &  removed  to  Allegheny.  They  were  greatly  encouraged  by 
ye  Twightwees  &  other  Nations  inhabiting  beyond  ye  Ohio,  as  they 
draw  our  Traders  after  them.  Croghan  &  others  had  Stores  on  ye 
Lake  Erie,  all  along  ^e  Ohio  from  Bar,  and  other  store  hoases  on 
the  Lake  Erie,  all  along  ye  Miami  River,  &  np  &  down  all  that  fine 
country  watered  by  ye  Branches  of  ye  Miamis,  Sioto  &  Mnskingham 
Rivers,  &  npon  the  Ohio  from  Bockaloons  an  Indian  Town  near 
its  head,  to  below  ye  Mouth  of  the  Miami  River,  an  Extent  of  500 
miles,  on  one  of  the  most  beautiful  Rivers  in  ye  world,  y*  they 
traded  all  along  the  Rivers.* 

Great  Quantities  of  Goods  were  vended  in  the  towns  of  the 
Twightwees  at  their  own  pressing  Instances.  '  Several  Nations, 
Twightwees,  Picts,  Tacons;  Piak-kishaws  and  Owendats,  entered 
into  an  Intimated  Friendship  with  the  scattered  Tribes  of  Shaweoeae, 
Delawares  &  Six  Nation  Indians,  &  pressing  to  enter  into  an  alliance, 
they  were  on  ye  recommendation  of  ye  Six  Nations,  Shawenese  & 
Delawares,  admitted  in  ye  sammer  of  1748. 

When  the  Indians  perceived  by  the  French  Proceedings  &  Pre- 
parations that  they  not  only  contended  for  a  sole  &  exclusive  Trade, 
but  for  the  Possession  of  the  Country  lying  on  ye  borders  of  the 
Ohio,  they  gave  us  timely  notice,  entreated  us  to  build  Forts,  con- 
tinue our  Trade,  &  make,  head  against  them,  &  to  be  expeditious  & 
resolute.  When  they  saw  no  fruits  arising  from  their  sev^  solicita- 
tions, &  notices  neither  forces,  nor  workmen  to  help  them  to  build 
Forts,  they  nevertheless  repeated  their  applications,  and  offered  to 
join  as.  We  heard  them  patiently,  continued  to  send  unarmed 
Traders  with  fi;reat  Quantities  of  valuable  Goods  w*^^  fell  from  time  to 
time  into  the  hadds  of  the  French.  The  Tr.xders  were  seized  and  car- 
ried Prisoners  to  Canada  without  the  least  struggle  or  opposition. 

The  Presents  sent  to  Logs  Town  shew'  our  wealth  &  good  niture, 
but  evidenc'  at  ye  same  time  the  weakness  of  our  measures,  since  in 
consequence  of  a  free  Consent  given  at  that  treaty  by  the  Indians  to 
build  store  houses  on  the  Ohio,  no  other  force  was  sent  y"  about  30 
half-starved,  ordinary  men,  under  a  very  improper  Commander, 
Cap^  Trent;  who  w*  about  building  a  small,  illconstruc'  house  at  the 
Mouth  of  the  Monongealo.  The  Gov*  of  Virginia  sent  Mr.  Washing- 
ton to  summon  ye  French  Commander  on  the  River  B^"^*,  &  on  hia 
haughty  answer,  raised  a  few  forces,  expecting  ye  Pl'ovince  of  Penn- 
sylvania wou^  have  either  sent  men,  or  given  a  large  sum  to  inlist  such  as 
wou*^  enter  Volunteers,  but  found  y*  instead  of  affording  assistance, 
they  fell  into  disputes  w^  their  Gov',  &  seemed  to  espouse  the  French 
Claims  to  those  Countries. 

The  Peace  was  concluded  7*^  8br,  1748,  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  &  in 
Nov  Governor  Hamilton  arrived. 

Care  was  taken  to  make  ye  new  Gov^  acquainted  with  ye  accession 

*  This  part  of  the  MS.  much  Interlined  and  difficult  to  be  read. 
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of  the  Twightwees  &  Owendats  into  ye  English  Alliance  w*^  y  good 
disposition  towards  ye  English,  and  ye  flourishing  state  of  ye  Indians 
Trade,  &  ye  Qreat  Interest  his  Maj^^  had  iv^  numerous  Nations  of 
Indians  heyond  ye  Ohio. 

In  short,  we  irritated  the  French,  dispirited  the  Indian  allies,  & 
gave  the  Enemy  hy  our  weak  and  small  Efforts  -such  immense 
advantages  as  are  beyond  Conception, 


Plan  for  thb  Defencb  of  Cumberland  Co.,  1754. 

A  Plan  for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontier  of  Cumberland  County  from 

Phillip  Davies  to  Shippensburgh. 

Let  one  Company  cover  from  Phillip  Davies  to  Tomas  Waddel's ; 
And  as  John  M'Dowell's  mill  is  at  The  most  important  Pass,  most 
exposed  to  Danger,  has  a  Fort  already  made  about  it,  and  there  pro- 
visions may  be  most  easily  had,  for  these  Reasons  let  the  Chief 
Quarters  be  there ;  let  five  men  be  Constantly  at  Phillip  Davies's, 
William  Marshall's,  and  Thomas  Waddle's,  which  Shall  be  relieved 
every  Day  by  the  patrolling  Guards ;  let  Ten  men  be  Sent  early 
every  morning  from  the  Chief  Quarters  to  Tho*.  Waddle's,  and  Ten 
retam  from  thence  back  in  the  Evening.  A  likewise  Ten  men  Sent 
from  the  Chief  Quarters  to  the  other  Extremity  daily,  to  go  by 
William  Marshal's  to  Philip  Davies's  and  return  the  Same  Way  in 
the  Afternoon.  By  this  Plan  The  whole  Bounds  will  be  patrolled 
twice  every  Day,  a  Watch  will  be  constantly  kept  at  four  most  im- 
portant Places,  and  there  will  be  every  Night  fourty-five  Men  at  ye 
Chief  Quarters  ready  for  any  Exigence. 

Another  Company  may  cover  as  much  more  of  The  Frontier,  be- 
ginning where  the  first  Ends  and  reaching  towards  and  back  of  Ship- 
pensburgh, by  fixing  a  Chief  Quarters  in  Some  convenient  Place 
abont  the  Middle  of  Said  Bounds,  and  from  Thence  patroling  the 
Ground  twice  a  Day,  and  keeping  watches  at  ye  most  proper  Places, 
as  above;  One  of  which  watches  maybe  constantly  at  M'.  Arm- 
strong's, and  another  at  a  proper  Place  at  ye  other  Extremity. 

This  Plan  Supposes  each  of  ye  Companys  to  consist  of  60  Men  in 
all,  as  fewer  cannot  So  patrol,  keep  Watch,  and  leave  any  Force  to- 
gether to  answer  Such  Exigencies  as  may  occur. .  These  may  be 
furnished  by  deducting  17  out  of  Each  of  ye  four  Forts  back  off  our 
Frontier.  This  leaves  ^0  in  each  Fort,  and  makes  up  a  new  Com- 
pany of  60  Men,  and  Eight  to  be  added  to  Cap"  Peter's  Company. 

Indorsed — 
A  Plan  for  the  Defence  of  the  County  of  Cumberland. 

*  See  ye  Exports  of  Skins  in  ye  years,  1747,  1748, 1749. 
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Statement  Respbctino  J.  Patten  and  the  Fbbnch,  1754. 

M**.  J.  Patten,  an  Indian  Trader,  of  Philadelphia,  who  for  more 
than  Twenty  Years  carried  on  a  Trade  amongst  the  different  Nations 
of  Indians,  some  hundred  Miles  West  of  Philadelphia,  says:  That 
at  the  Commencement  of  the  late  French  War,  he  went  to  trade  as 
usual,  with  thirteen  Horses  laden  with  English  Goods,  all  which, 
together  with  himself  &  sundry  others,  were  seized  &  taken  by  some 
FreDchmen  belonging  to  a  French  Fort  upon  the  River  Ohio,  & 
from  thenoe  was  transported  from  Fort  to  Fort  to  Quebec.  &  after- 
wards was  carried  three  hundred  Miles  above,  where  he  lived  f(M:  a 
twelve  Month  among  the  Indians.  (The  River  Ohio  runs  back  of 
Philadelphia,  Maryland  &  Virginia,  &  is  supposed  to  empty  itself 
itself  into  the  Mississippi.)  He  says  that  the  French  have  Forts 
within  Twenty  or  Thirty  Miles  dL<itance  of  each  other,  with  a  Com- 
mand of  Men  from  Ten  to  Twenty ;  That  by  Means  of.  these  Forts  & 
the  Lakes,  they  have  a  Communication  open  from  Quebec  to  ^he 
Mississippi,  he  says  that  the  French  take  the  Squas  &  Papooses  of 
the  Indians  in  Alliance  with  them,  into  these  Forts  for  Protection, 
whilst  the  Men  go  out  to  War;  &  there  keep  them  until  the  Men 
return.  By  these  Forts  they  comand  an  immense  Firr  Trade,  &  a 
fine  open  Campagne  Country,  &  bid  fair  in  a  little  Time  to  Seduco 
the  Indians  in  Allianee  with  the  English,  into  the  French  Interest, 
as  the  English  do  not  afford  the  Same  Protection  to  the  Women  & 
Children,  while  the  Men  are  gone  to  War,  as  the  French  do.  Tho 
Garrisons  of  the  Particular  Forts  are  Stationed  for  three  Years,  Whea 
they  are  relieved,  &  the  Officer  that  behaves  well  in  this  Station  is 
sure  to  be  promoted. 

Indarsed — 
Patten's  Information  (from  Gov'  Shirley.) 


Petition  of  Officers  of  Northumberland  County 

against  Connecticut  Men. 

To  the  honorable  John  Penn,  Esq'.,  Governor  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  counties  of  New 
Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware. 

The  petition  of  the  Sheriff,  Cordncr,  and  Magistrates  of  the 
County  of  Northumberland,  in  the  said  Province,  most  humbly 
Sheweth : 

That  your  Petitioners,  actuated  by  a  sense  of  the  duty  which  they 
owe  to  the  public  in  general,  have  not  been  wanting  in  the  utmost 

*  From  Gov.  Shirley. 
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exertion  of  their  abilities  towards  enforcing  the  laws  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  maintaining  regularity  &  good  order  in  their  several 
Stations,  yet  sorry  we  are  to  inform  your  honor  that  onr  ntmodt 
endeavours  are  likely  to  fail  of  the  desired  effect,  thro'  the  restless 
and  ambitious  designs  and  enterprizes  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut ; 
the  intruders  from  that  Colony  settled  at  Wioming  are  reinforced 
with  fresh  numbers,  Officers,  civil  and  military,  are  appointed  not 
only  among  them  but  even  among  us  by  the  Qovernor  of  Connec- 
ticut, as  well  in  direct  violation  of  our  laws  as  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  overturning  the  Jurisdiction  of  our  Courts.  Swarms  of 
emissaries  from  that  Colony  crowd  among  our  people,  seducing  the 
ignorant,  frightening  the  timorous,  and  denouncing  the  utmost  V en- 
geanoe  against  any  who  may  be  hardy  enough  to  oppose  them ;  It  is 
with  grief  we  own,  that  with  all  our  diligence  we  have  not  boon  able 
to  prevent  their  insiduous  artifices  from  having  some  effect ;  hitherto, 
indeed,  we  have  been  able,  tho'  with  difficulty,  to  support  a  proper 
appearance  of  lawfull  Authority ;  but  how  can  we,  single  and  un- 
supported, fiustain  the  weight  of  a  whole  Colony  which  teems  with 
people  3  a  large  detachment  is  now  marchioff  to  Wioming.  Fivo 
hundred  of  the  troops  of  that  Colony  are  apply'd  for,  and  expected 
under  the  disengenuous  artifice  of  being  a  guard  against  the  Indians ; 
we  have  such  repeated  &  reiterated  Accounts  of  their  firm  intentions 
to  disposses  the  people  settled  under  Pennsylvania,  that  to  disbclicvo 
it  would  be  arrant  incredulity;  In  fine,  to  such  Situation  arc  wo 
already  reduced,  from  the  number  of  their  adherents.  Spies  &  Emis- 
saries, as  to  be  under  the  hard  necessity  of  keeping  constant  guards, 
not  only  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  our  Jail,  but  for  the  Security 
of  our  houses  &  persons,  all  of  which  arc  violently  threat'ncd.  In 
this  critical  &  alarming  Situation,  we  cannot  help  imploring  the 
interposition  and  aids  of  Government,  and  that  this  Country,  poor 
and  but  thinly  inhabited,  may  not  be  abandoned  &  left  a  prey  to  a 
powerfall  Colony. 
And  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

WM.  COOK,  Sheriff. 
JAMES  MURRAY,  Coroner. 
WILLM.  PLUNKET, 
SAML.  HUNTER, 
BENJA".  ALISON, 
ROBT   MOODIE, 
MICH.  TROY, 
ELLIS  HUGHES, 
WM.  MACLAY. 

/fteforjecZ.-— Petition  to  the  Hon'ble  Jn<*.  Penn,  Northuniberiand 
Cot^,  respecting  the  Wyoming  settlers. 
Vol.  n.— 11 
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List  op  Indians,  Jan*y,  1756. 


List  of  Conestogoe  Indians  who  List  of  Indians  belonging  to  the 
were  present  at  the  Treaty  in  Conestogoe  Indian  Town  who  were 
Lancaster.  absent  from  the  Treaty. 


Jo.  Hays, 
John, 

Billy  Sook, 
Peter, 
Billy  Sam, 
Will.  James, 
Young  Teter, 
Will.  John, 
Georqe  William, 
YouNQ  Warrior, 

ISAAO, 

Harry, 

Jemmy  Harris, 

Billy  Taylor, 

Betty, 

Sally, 

Margaret, 

Jemmy  Sam,  (a  Child.) 

Nancy, 

Peggy, 

Mary, 

Young  Billy,     ' 

Young  Jo. 


Old  Molly, 
Old  Peggy, 
Peggy  Tillehanzey, 
Jemmy  Wright, 
Young  Mary, 
Young  Margaret,   • 
Wawanah,  (or  Big  Road)  a  Boy, 
Kawnonesah,  (a  Girl.) 
SuzY,  (a  Girl.) 
Sawateaq,  (a  Girl.) 
TuAHAHUHN,  (a  Girl.) 
QuAHAWEY,  (a  Girl.) 
Whawney,  (a  Girl.) 
KiNTASA,  (a  Girl.) 
Hayenehs,  (a  Boy.) 
Kaquaongush,  (a  Girl.) 


OtOY.  Bblchbr  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 


Jan'y  10, 1765. 
Sr, 

At  the  Desire  of  the  Bearer,  Cap*.  Morke,  I  herewith  send  you 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  L.  Got'.  Dekncey,  which  I  rec'  by  him  this 
day,  &  he  tells  me,  he  intends  to  leave  with  me  some  things  for  His 
Majesty's  Service  &  Interest,  to  be  laid  before  the  Council  of  this 
Province,  at  their  meeting  me  the  next  Month,  &  as  he  is  now 
bound  to  Phil%  he  tells  me  he  intends  to  lay  the  same  matters  be* 
fore  your  Honour,  &  the  Govemm^  there ;  &  I  have  assured  him,  if 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABGHIVES  1765.  243 

he  has  any  thing  to  o£fcr,  for  His  Majesty's  Service  &  Honour;  he 
will  haye  your  Coantenanoe  &  Encoomgement    I  sm, 
Sr, 

Tonr  Honour's  most 
obedient  &  most  humble 

Serv*., 

J.  BELCHBR. 
Eliz».  Town,  (N.  J.) 

Jan'.  10;  1755. 
L.  Gov''.  Morris. 

Indorsed.-^-QoV.  Belcher,  with  a  Coppy  of  Gov.  Dclancey's  letter 
to  him;  recommending  Cap**  Morke. 


Copr. — Gov.  Delancey  to  Gov.  Belcher,  1755. 

New  York,  8th  Jan^,  1755. 

Sr, 

I. take  the  Liberty  of  recommending  Cap^  Morke  to  your  Excel- 
lency's Favour,  he  came  from  England  recommended  by  my  Lord 
Halifax  to  Govr.  Shirley,  who  recommended  him  to  me,  he  has 
made  some  Stay  in  this  Town,  k  has  some  things  to  lay  before  the 
several  Governours  on  this  Continent,  that  may  be  of  Use  to  these 
Colonics,  be  is  proceeding  towards  Virginia,  &  as  I  know  his  Inten- 
tions of  waiting  on  your  Excellency,  I  have  sent  a  Packet  under  his 
Care.    I  am, 

Sr, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  and  most  humble 

^  Serv*., 

JAMES  DE  LANCEY. 

Govr.  Belcher. 

Indoned. — Copy,  Govr.  Dclancey  to  Govr.  Belcher. 
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Gov.  Sharp  to- Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Annapolis.  January  18*^,  1755. 

Sir: 

I  could  not  help  embracing  the  Opportunity  by  Captain  Ruther- 
ford, of  acknowledging  the  B«oeipt  of  your  favour  of  the  17^^  Inst. 
I  need  not  express  to  you  how  much  I  am  concerned  at  the  account 
you  sent  me  of  your  Assemblys  Obstinacy.  I  cannot  but  approve 
of  your  sending  a  Belt  to  the  Six  Nations  in  behalf  of  this  Pro* 
vince,  tho'  for  want  of  being  before  acquainted  therewith,  I  have 
writ  with  Governor  Dinwiddle  to  M''.  Delancy,  desiring  [him  to 
have  a  Belt  delivered  as  from  Us,  in  Case  He  should  think  proper  to 
send  any  Message  to  the  Six  Nations.  You  will  be  kind  enough  to 
acquaint  me  at  Scarroyady's  Return  with  the  Event  of  his  Journey, 
&  you  will,  I  hope,  excuse  the  Brevity  of  this  &  attribute  it  to  my 
being  just  about  to  depart  for  the  Camp,  wher^  I  propose  to  tarrj 
about  a  Month,)  if  nothing  extraordinary  &  unexpected  requires 
my  Return  to  Annapolis.  ' 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  Regard, 
,  Sir,  your  most  humb.  &  obed^  Serv^, 

HOR».  SHARPE. 
P.  S.     I  should  be  glad  to  learn  how  Matters  are  at  Venango. 

Indorsed. 

Gov'  Sharpe,  by  Cap*.  Rutherford  approving  my  Giving  a  Belt 
for  Maryland  to  Soarroyady. 

Jan^  13,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Isaac  Norris,  1755. 

Sir: 

There  -are  now  in  town  twelve  Indians  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
who,  you  are  sensible  are  now,  &  for  a  long  time  have  been  firmly 
attachd  to  the  English  Interest.  These  unfortnate  people  were  takea 
Prisoners  by  the  French  Indians  about  two  years  ago,  and  have 
been  confined  in  Canada,  from  whence  they  have  made  their 
escape,  and^are  now  returning  to  their  own  country.  I  observe 
that  some  of  them  were  in  a  manner  naked,  and  think  it  will  be 
right  in  this  Govemm'  to  supply  them  with  such  clothing  as  may 
be  necessary  to  keep  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther at  this  season,  w'^  need  not  be  much,  and  to  send  a  mes- 
senger with  them  as  far  as  John  Harris's,'*'  where  they  will  be 
put   into    a  road  that  they   know.     I    therefore    recomend   this 

*See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  276. 
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matter  to  yon,  and  hope  you  will  favor  m€  with  your  answer 
by  the  Bear^,  y'  I  may  give  the  necessary  Directions  to  Mr. 
Weiser,  who  will  act  with  the  utmost  frugality,  and  send  his 
Son  Sammy  along  w*^  them. 

I  am. 
IT**^  January,  1755. 

Infforsed, 
Governor's  Lre  to  Isaac  Norris,  17  Janry,  1755. 


Keply  op   Isaac  Norris  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

May  it  please  the  Governor  : 

These  Cherokee  Indians  were  at  my  house  in  their  way  to  Town, 
two  nights,  and  behaved  themselves  very  orderly.  I  am  pleased 
with  the  opportunity  of  giving  them  some  marks  of  Our  regard  for 
their  Nation,  and,  as  far  as  regards  my  self,  acquiesce  entirely  with 
ther  Governors  proposal  of  Supplying  them  with  Such  Clothing  as 
may  be  necessary  to  keep  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  Weather 
at  this  Season,  which  need  not  be  much,  and  Conducting  them  as  far 
as  John  Harris's,  to  put  them  into  a  road  they  know.  As  Conrad 
Weiser  is  in  Town,  and  will  act  with  the  utmost  frugality,  there  can 
not  be  least  doubt  the  Province  will  cheerfully  defray  the  charge. 

I  am  the  Governors 

Assured  friend, 

ISAAC  NORRIS. 
Jan''  17%  1755. 

Indorted, 
M'.  Isaac  Norris  to  the  Gov,  17  January,  1755. 


Gov.  TO  Isaac  NoRRis,  1755. 

Sir: 

His  Majesty  havins  commanded  me  To  furnish  the  officers  of  the 
troops  he  has  destined  for  American  service,  with  all  necessarys  for 
travelling  by  land,  when  his  service  required  them  to  go  from  place 
to  place,  and  observing  by  the  newspaper  that  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly have  lodged  money  in  the  Hands  of  your  self,  and  some  other 
members,  for  that  and  other  purposes,  I  think  it  proper  to  acquaint 
yoa  That  Coll"^  Ellison  and  Coll*  Mercer,  who  lately  arrived  at  Vir- 
ginia, in  one  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  of  war,  are  now  in  town  and  are 
going  to  Boston,  upon  his  Majesties  service,  which  requires  the 
greatest  dispatch.       They  are    fumbhed    with  Duplicates  of   his 
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Majesties  Orders  &  in  Tirtue  thereof  have  appl  j'd  to  me  and  expect 
to  be  supplied  agreeable  thereto.     Coll"  Mercer  will  ^return  here,  it 
being  the  place  of  his  deiitinatioD. 
Philad%  Jan'y  24'*,  1754. 

Indorsed. 

Jan'y  24**,  1755.  Df^  to  Isaac  Norris  notifjing  the  arrival  of 
Col^  Ellison  and  CoU  Mercer  and  requiring  they  maj  be  sapplyed 
agreeable  to  his  Majist^'s  Orders. 

Delivered  a  trae  copy  of  the  within  letter  to  Isaac  Norris,  at  his 
house  near  Qermantown. 

JOHN  MORRIS. 
Jan'y  24*%  1755. 


Capt.  Wm.  Polson  to  Joseph  Armstrong,  1755/ 

Shippensburg,  25**  Jan'ry,  1755. 

Sir: 

Agreeable  to  a  Clause  in  a  late  Act  past  in  this  Province,  for 
providing  Provisions  &  other  Necessarjs  for  his  Majesty's  Troops 
that  shall  arrive  or  be  rais'd  in  the  Province,  I  am  to  inform  you 
(as  you  are  not  only  a  Member  of  the  General  Assembly,  but  by 
them  appointed  a  Commissioner.)  that  I  have  here  10  Recruits  for 
the  Expedition,  &  as  I  have  Received  Orders  from  his  Excellency, 
Horatio  Sharpless,  Comm',  for  the  time  being,  to  repair  to  the 
Camp  at  Mount  Pleasant.  I  expect  you'll  come  To-morrow  Morn- 
ing to  discharge  the  soldiers  Quarters,  &  provide  Provisions  at  proper 
stages  for  the  soldiers  on  their  March  out  of  this  County,  w'^  is  the 
Frontier  of  your  Province. 

I  am, 

Yours.  &o., 

WM.  POLSON. 
To  Mr.  Jos.  Armstrong, 

one  of  the  Commissioners 
For  Cumberland  County. 
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Cam.  Wm.  Polson  to  Joseph  Armstrong,  1755. 

Shippensburg;  27**  Jan'ry,  1755. 
Sir: 

Yours  of  this  ins*  I  received,  &  observe  what  yon  say  was  tbe 
resolve  of  your  House,  &  tbe  Commissiooers  seuae  of  the  Clause  in 
S'  Tho*  Robinson's  letter  regarding  the  Troops  rais'd  in  this  Province^ 
&  tho'  it  does  not  become  me  as  one  of  his    Majestys  Millitary 
officers,  to  Censure  the  Conduct  of  your  house  or  the  Commission- 
ers by  them  appointed,  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  very  difficult  to 
understand  your  Intentions,  when  by  your  actions  you  pay  no  re- 
gard either  to  Royal  Orders  or  the  Express  Words  of  your  own 
Acts.  I'm  amaz'd  that  you  as  a  Representative  of  your  people,  or  Com- 
missioner, pretend  to   Quote  a  paragraph  of  S'  Tho*.  Robinson's 
Letter;  as' a  rule  to  screen  you  from  the  Support  of  my  recruits 
when  you,  by  a  Message  from  your  House,  to  his  Honour  the 
Governor,  say  that  his  Majesty  neither  has,  or  ouffht  to  have,  any 
such  Power  as  is  Contain'd  in  S'  Tho^.  Robinson  s  letter.     If  I'm 
not  mistaken,  the  words  of  your  own  Act  in  the  disposale  of  ye 
£5,000  are ;  that  it  is  to  support  such  of  his  Ma^sty's  Troops  as 
shall  arrive  or  be  rais'd  in  the  Province.     This  being  the   Case,  I 
*  presume  you  did  not  expect  Soldiers  to  be  raised  here  as  IProvinciale 
Troops  when  you  did  not  grant  any  supplys  for  that  purpose.  There- 
fore if  you  had  any  meaning  in  your  resolve  you  certainly  intended 
to  support  any  of  his  Majesty's  recruiting  officers  on  that  duty  in 
your  Province.     I  am  here  by  a  dependency-on  your  resolves,  de- 
priv'd  of  the  Power  of  Executing  my  Comm'r's  orders  &  must  ly 
here  w^  my  Men  at  a  great  expence,  till  a  remittance  from  another 
Government  discharges  our  Quarters.      The  Consequences  of  such 
Delays  not  only  your  House,  but  your  poor  Constituents  must  an- 
swer to  my  Royal  Master. 

I  am,  S',  Yours,  &c.. 

WM.  POLSON. 
To  Joseph  Armstrong. 

Indoned. 

Copys  of  two  letters  to  Joseph^Armstrong,  Commissioner  in 
Cumberland  County,  of  the  25«>>  &  2V^  of  Jan'^,  1755. 
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JosBPH  ARMSTRONa  TO  Capt.  Polson,  1755. 

27th  January,  1755. 

Sir  :^ 

As  the  Assembly  of  this  ProvLocc,  by  a  Resolve,  granted  a  Sum 
of  £5000  to  purchase  frish  Provition  for  the  King's  troops  at  there 
arival,  and  Cariages,  and  pthere  Neceries,  if  they  march  by  Land, 
and  appointed  me  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  lay  out  Part  of  that 
money,  and  Store  up  Provitions,  have  in  Readiness  for  Such  troops 
OS  Shall  arive;  the  Assembly  also  Resolved  that  this  Small  Sum 
granted  for  the  King's  use  Should  be  kept  for  their  arival  in  this 
Province,^  or  if  they  Should  Come  into  one  of  the  Neighbouring  Pro- 
vinces, then  at  the  Next  Sitting  of  the  Assembly  the  Commisnioners 
will  have  the  mind  of  the  house  what  to  do  with  their  Provitions. 
Sir,  I  am  heartily  Sory  that  I  Cannot  Comply  with  your.  Requist ;  I 
would  with  all  Chearfulness,  but  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  do  it. 

Sir,  I  Remain  your  most 

Humble  Servant^ 

JOSEPH  ARMSTRONG. 

P.  ^. — Sir  there  is  a  Clause  in  Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  Letter  to  this 
government  to  provide  for  those  that  Should  be  Raised  in  this  Pra* 
vincc,  it  is  the  mind  of  the  Commissioners,  that  that  Clause  Refers 
to  those  that  are  Raised  by  orders  of  this  government  only. 

To  Capt.  Willi.  Poison. 

l?liese. 


Capt.  Wm.  Polson  to  Gov.  Morris,  1765. 

Shippensburg,  27th  Jan'y,  1755. 
Honourable  Sir : 

I  intended  to  have  done  myself  the  Honour  of  waiting  of  yon  in 
person,  but  as  my  duty  as  an  oi&cer  will  not  permitt  me  that  happi- 
ness, I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Honour,  that  by  orders  of  his  Ex- 
cellency, Horatio  Sharp,  Esq',  I  came  into  this  County  to  recruit  my 
Company,  in  which  I  have  been  pretty  Successfull,  &  having  received 
orders  four  days  ago  to  repair  to  the  Caibp  at  Mount  Pleasant,  I 
apply'd  to  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  this  County  to  Discharge 
my  Men's  Quarters,  &  provide  provisions  at  proper  stages  for  the 
Soldiers  on  their  March  out  of  this  Government,  not  doubting  but 
such  a  Demand,  as  well  as  a  Complyance  with  it,  wou'd  meet  with 
your  Honour's  Approbation. 

I  have  sent  your  Honour  Coppys  of  my  Letters  to  Mr.  Armstrong 
on  that  Sabject,  also  his  Answer  to  me.     And  if  my  Zeal  for  my 
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Master's  Service  Carry'd  me  too  far,  I  hope  the  Joatness  of  my. 
Cause  will  obtaiD  my  PardoD.  ^ 

I  am,  Honourable  Sir, 

Yonr  Honour's  most  dutiful 

and  most  Obedient  hum*  Scrv^ 

WILL"-  POLSON.* 


Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Thos.  Robinson,  1765. 

Philad*.,  Jan.  30, 1765. 
Sir: 

I  did  myself  the  honor  to  write  you  on  the  24  ult.  relating  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  duplicate  of  which  is 
under  this  cover,  as  also  Copy  of  what  I  said  to  tbem  at  the  opening 
of  the  SessioDs,  and  of  the  several  messages  that  have  pass'd  between 
us  since  that  time. 

You  will  Observe  by  these^  papers  that  I  have  laid  before  them 
his  Majesty's  commands,  signified  by  yonr  several  Letters  of  July 
'  5th  &  Octob'  26th,  and  Call'd  upon  them  to  grant  the  supplys 
expected  by  the  Crown  upon  the  present  important  occasion.  That 
I  have  represented  to  them  the  danger  to  which  these  Colonys  stand 
exposed  by  the  encroachments  of  the  French,  and  urged  every  mo- 
tive that  Could  induce  them  to  avoid  dispute  &-act  with  vigor  in  the 
defence  of  their  Country.  Bat  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  instead  of 
such  a  Conduct  as  might  reasonably  be  expected  from  the  represen- 
tatives of  a  Province  actually  invaded  by  the  French,  They  have 
industriously  entered  into  controversy  concerning  the  force  of  Royal 
&  Proprietary  Instructions,  which  they  insist  are  not  binding  upon 
a  Governor  of  this  Province,  and  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  repre- 
sent the  Issuing  such  as  distructive  of  their  Libertys  and  infractions 
of  their  charter.  And  because  I  refused  to  communicate  to  them 
all  my  Instruct"',  and  to  disobey  such  as  they  might  think  wrong, 
they  have  made  that  an  excuse  for  not  providing  for  the  necessary 
defence  of  the  Province.  Thoy  did,  indeed,  propose  a  Bill  for  put- 
ting £20,000  into  my  hands  for  the  King's  use,  but  upon  such  terms 
as  I  could  not  agree  to  consistant  with  my  duty,  &  I  had  the  honor 
to  give  you  my  particular  reasons  in  my  last. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  Observe,  that  Royal  &  Proprietary  Instruc- 
tions are  by  no  means  new  things  in  this  Grovernment,  and  if  they 
had  been  deAructive  of  the  Libertys  of  the  people,  they  might  have 
been  complained  of  in  a  time  of  less  danger.  The  raising  such  a 
dispute  therefore  at  this  time  seems  to  have  been  done  with  no  other 

'*  Sm  the  preceding  Iietton. 
11* 
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design  but  to  furnish  a  pretence  for  not  acting  as  his  Majesty's  ser* 
yioe  and  the  safety  of  the  country  required. 

On  the  3'  Instant  the  Assembly  did,  by  a  resolve  without  my 
Knowledge  or  Consent^  empower  a  committee  of  their  own  mem- 
bers to -borrow  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  pounds  upon 
the  credit  of  the  House,  which  they  directed  to  be  applyd  to  some 
of  the  uses  recomended  by  your  letter  of  Octc  26,  in  such  manner 
as  that  Committee  should  think  fit ;  upon  which  you  will  give  me 
leave  to  say,  that  if  a  house  of  Assembly  by  their  own  Authority, 
without  the  Consent  or  Approbation  of  a  Gov'.,  can  borrow  and  dis- 
pose of  money  as  they  think  proper,  they  may  hereafter  use  that 
Power  in  a  manner  inconsistant  with  the  publick  good  &  the  Just 
dependence  of  this  Province  upon  the  Crown. . 

I  am  honoured  with  your  several  letters  in  favour  of  S**  John  S^ 
Clair  &  M'.  Pitcheri  to  both  of  whom  I  shall  Afford  my  best  Assist- 
ance, as  I  shall  to  every  officer  his  Majesty  has  thought  fit  to  employ 
upon  the  present  occasion. 

On  the  10*^  Instant  the  Assembly  Notified  to  me  their  intention 
to  Adjourn  themselves  till  May,  and  I  sent  them  a  message  object- 
ing  to  auy  Adjournment  till  they  had  granted  the  necessary  supplys, 
and  put  the  Province  into  a  posture  of  defence,  but  they  persisted  in 
their  resolution  and  adjourned  to  y*"  12*^  of  May  next  without  doing 
any  thing  but  what  I  have  mentioned,  and  making  a  represcnta,tion 
to  his  Majesty  against  Royal  &  Frop^  Instructions,  as  I  am  told;  for 
I  have  not  been  favour'd  with  a  sight  of  it. 

I  could  with  great  ease  have  had  a  considerable  number  of  men 
ready  to  have  augmented  the  two  regiments  from  Ireland,  or  to  have 
made  part  of  those  to  Be  raised  in  America,  if  the  Assembly  would 
have  consented  to  supply  money  for  that  purpose,  but  as  they  would 
not,  I  must  content  myself  with  affording  any  assistance  to  the  offi- 
cers that  shall  be  employed  to  raise  men  for  those  purposes. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed*  & 

Most  Hum.  Serv^ 

Directed. — Sent  by  M'.  Pitcher  to  be  put  on  board  the  Gibraltar, 
Cap*.  Spry,  at  Virginia,  Jan^  81. 

^  Indorsed.— Dh.  to  S'.  Tho».  Bobinson,  of  Jan^.  80, 1755. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1755.  261 

Lucas  Rous  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Old  Coshehoppe;  d.  21  Febr.^  1755. 

Vir  Admodum  Venerande ! 

Ad  anres  occulosye  perrenernnt  littersd  de  GoDBtitntione  libera- 
ram  scholanim  ad  propaeandam  veram  notitiam  sdterni  Numinis. 
Chratulantur  hoc  de  lam  pio  tamque  salutari  Institnto,  omnes  Cor- 
dati,  qui  preces  soas  ardentiBsime  ad  omnipotentem  die  nooteq's  fusas 
secandum  Psalm  OIL,  14 — 23,  ezanditas  iam  ex  parte  vident 
Saosqve  fasciculos  ovantes  ad  portare  oupiunt  Gamqve  peroepisae- 
nraa,  Te,  Fantor  estumatisBtme  I  in  membrum  quod  Tooant :  the  gene- 
lal  Trustees  of  the  Society^  a  Superioribos  esse  pronunciatnm ;  qua  de 
re  hand  dabitamas,  qaio  petitum  nostram  in  cassum  ibit :  niminum, 
homines  nostros,  aliam  partem  Montium,  quos  the  Blue  Mountains  ap- 
pellitant,  inhabitantes,  adiuvare,  or :  to  give  them  a  Warrant  for  some 
Tract  of  Land  to  build  a  Lutheran  Church  and  Bchoolhbus,  quoniam  , 
inventus  pene  frequens  ibi  inuenitur.  Sed  auzilio  hactenus  destituti 
nee  informatorem  neque  Ministrum  Verbi  Sustentare  potuerunt,  imo 
cam  circumdati  sint  ab  hostibus  Cincendorfianis  ao  Indis,  periculum 
est  ne  Ycrus  Domini  Timor  penibuseztinguatur.  Locus  de  origcnda 
congrcgatione  situs  est  viginti  tribua  oirciter  Milliaribus  ab  Bethle- 
hem septentrionem  versus,  in  Easton  County,  vicinis  John  Jung,  a 
meridie ;  Peter  Hofman  ab  occidente.  Seniores  huius  Populi,  qui 
mi  hi  ex  parte  desiderium  de  propaganda  inter  se  vera  religione  sig- 
nificarant  sunt  nominattim  :  Honrioh  Cbristman,  Peter  Kehler, 
Conrad  Mercamp,  et  Jacob  Sterner.  Tu  iam,  Fautor  estumatissime 
fnr,  quao  Tibi  belle  videater,  ego  vero,  Te  tutelse  Omnipotentis  co- 
mendans,  pcrsevera. 

Vir  Admodum  Venerande, 

Tuns, 

addicCissimus, 

LUCAS  ROUS,  V.  D.  M.  ad 

Old  Goshehoppe,  etc. 

P.  S. — ^Tese  young  man  is  my  Bruder  in  low,  named  Bernhard 
Femling,  leving  over  the  Bine  Mountins,  in  Easton  County,  by  the 
same  place  were  may  be  build  the  Church  and  Shoolhous. 

Indorsed — 
Lucas  Rouse  of  Old  Gowshoppcn,  21  Febry^  1755. 
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Thohas  Fekn  to  Gov.  Mobbis,  1755. 

[  Daplicate.] 
Sir, 

I  intended  \>j  this  Ship  to  have  wrote  very  fully  to  yon  on  every 
point  of  BosineBS  mentioned  in  your  Letters,  but  about  fourteen 
Days  since  I  was  attacked  by  a  fit  of  the  G-out,  and  rendered  incapa- 
ble to  attend  Business,  til  three  or  four  Days  ago,  when  I  sat  down 
to  M'.  Peters's  Letters,  which  has  proved  so  troublesome  and  so 
tedious  a  work,  that  there  is  not  now  an  hour's  time  left,  but  I  think 
so  much  is  said  in  his  to  every  part  of  our  business,  that  my  refer- 
ring you  to  his  Letters  which  I  have  also  wrote  him  will,  in  a  very 
great  degree  answer  the  purpose.  I  shall,  however,  by  Mesnard, 
who  departs  the  middle  of  next  Week,  write  fully  to  you ;  however^ 
I  can't  delay  to  that  time  to  tell  you  that  we  approve  of  your  pro- 
ceedings with  the  Assembly,  and  if  you  are  to  represent  your  Gases,  I 
can  assure  you  theirs  will  not  be  approved,  for  it  is  not  believed  here 
they  ever  intended  to  give  a  shilling,  &  so  far  are  those  here  who 
must  consider  the  Dispute  from  thinking  you  should  have  taken  tho 
Money  on  their  Terms,  that  they  think  the  Assembly  should  have 
given  the  Money  without  striking  Bills  on  a  distant  fund  for  the 
sinking  them,  so  that  you  need  not  be  under  any  uneasiness  for  the 
event  of  the  Dispute. 

We  much  approve  of  the  method  you  have  taken  in  the  Connec- 
ticut Affair,  and  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  be  very  vigilant  ia 
taking  such  measures  with  the  Indiana  as  may  prevent  a  Settlement, 
or  if  any  should  come,  that  you  will  sieze  at  least  some  of  them,  and 
proceed  against  them  according  to  Law ;  some  of  the  most  consi- 
derable we  shall  choose  to  deal  with.  I  refer  you  to  my  next  and  re- 
main with  great  truth, 
Sir, 

Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

T.  PENN. 

London,  Feb^  21»«,  1755. 


Copy  of  Order  of  Commissioners  for  Borrowinq  Money, 

1755. 

At  a  Meetiog  of  the  Commissioners  for  Borrowing  the  sum  of  Five 
thousand  Pounds,  &q. 

At  the  State  House,  Feb.  24'%  1755. 
Present : 

Joseph  Trotter,  Joseph  Fox, 

Evan  Morgan,  James  Pemberton, 

Joseph  Stretch,  &  Benj.  Frankun. 

A  Letter  from  the  Oovemor  to  the  Speaker  being  laid  before  the 
Board,  requesting  to  know  what  Provisions  this  Province  will  supply 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1755.  253 

for  the  Troops  iotended  for  the  Ohio ;  the  same  being  taken  into 
Consideration,  it  was  agreed ;  That  Directions  be  immediately  sent 
to  Mess**  James  Wright,  Joseph  Armstrong,  and  John  Smith;  to 
Pnrohaae  fourteen  thousand  Bushels  of  Wheat,  and  to  get  the  same 
Ground  &  bolted  according  to  the  diiiections  they  shall  receive  from 
Thomas  Walker,  Esq'.,  aAd  Packed  in  Casks  ready  to  be  delivered 
on  the  first  advice  from  Governor  Dinwiddie  that  the  Brittish  Troops 
are  arriv'd ;  and  that  they  engage  a  Sufficient  Number  of  Waggons 
or  other  Carriages  for  transporting  the  same  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Conegochig. 

EVAN  MORGAN, 
JOS :  FFOX, 
JAiMES  PEMBERTON. 

Having  this  Minute  brought  to  me  at ") 

Fair  hill,  I  do  agree  to  it,  &  put  y  Isaac  Norris.  ' 
my  name,  Feb'^  24%  1755.  ) 

Indorsed — 
Coppy— -Order  of  the  Commissioners  about  flower.        ' 


Thomas  Penn  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir, 

By  Captain  Lyon  I  wrote  you  a  short  Letter,  of  which  you  have 
a  coppy  hercLwilh,  and  shal  now  supply  that  defect,  by  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  your  Letters  from  Madera,  Latitude  of  Bermudas, 
and  those  of  the  7th  and  26th  of  October,  3'  of  November,  one 
without  date  by  Budden,  and  one  last  night  of  the  1st  of  Jan'y,  by 
way  of  France,  and  returning  answers  to  the  several  matters  men- 
tioned in  them. 

The  accounts  I  have  of  your  reception  in  Pennsylvania  were  as 
favourable  as  I  expected,  I  am  very  sensible  you  must  be  fully  en- 
gaged, and  could  not  write  any  thing  material  so  soon  after  your 
first  arrival. 

It  cannot  but  be  very  disagreeable  to  find  a  people  for  whom  my 
Family  wish  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  make  them  consi- 
derable, seem  to  have  nothing  in  view  but  to  take  every  step  they 
can  to  injure  us,  however,  I  consider  there  may  arise  some  who  will 
think  more  justly,  and  may  act  a  better  part,  and  that  makes  me  the 
less  uneasy. 

We  approve  *  of  your  speeches  and  messages  to  the  Assembly, 
which  I  have  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  but  have  not 
been  lately  able  to  be  with  the  Ministers,  I  believe  they  give  satis- 
faction, and  I  cannot  advise  you  to  recede  from  what  you  have 
insisted  upon^  unless  you  have  orders  sent  you  to  do  it^  as  1  have  to 
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the  last  time  I  saw  them,  all  the  reason  to  think  they  were  generally 
of  opinion  you  shoald  not.  By  what  you  write  in  your  last  Letter,  I 
hope  the  dangerous  situation  the  people  were  in  will  force  the 
Assembly  to  a  Bill  for  appropriating  so  much  of  the  money  to  the 
king's  use,  as  to  make  it  not  worth  while  to  refuse  it  for  the  sake  of 
the  remainder,  which  I  would  not  do  for  a  few  thousand  pounds  at 
this  juncture,  as  soon  as  I  can  get  abroad  I  shal  be  able  to  give  yoa 
a  better  account  of  what  is  said  upon  the  intended  application  to  the 
king ;  but  have  only  seen  my  Lord  President  and  S'  Thomas  Ro- 
binson since  I  was  confined,  if  they  comply  with  the  sinking  in  five 
years,  we  are  sensible  there  is  no  occasion  to  say  any  thing  of  our 
Instruction. 

I  cannot  conceive  how  Mr.  Charles  procured  a  Coppy  of  onr 
Instructions,  Mr.  Paris  assures  me  no  person  but  his  old  Clerk 
knew  of  them ;  that  he  might  know  the  substance  of  that,  for  appro- 
priating the  money  is  possible,  because  I  had  mentioned  it  in  con- 
versation to  my  Lord  Hallifaz  in  particular,  and  he  might  at  the 
board,  from  whence  Mr.  Charles  may  have  got  it.  I  have  fully 
considered  what  you  inform  me  our  Friends  propose  in  the  passing 
another  Bill  for  encrease  of  the  paper  currency,  and  can  not  think 
their  Scheme  propper  or  likely  to  Succeed — in  the  first  place,  the 
Lords  of  Trade  themselves  do  not  think  Pennsylvania  accountable 
to  them  for  the  management  of  the  domestick  affairs  of  the  Country, 
and  have  reported  to  the  king,  at  my  instance,  that  he  has  only 
reserved  a  power  of  repealing  Laws  that  are  inconsistent  with  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown,  or  the  allegiance  of  the  Proprietor  and 
people,  and  therefore  I  cannot  desire  that  he  will  object  to  the 
manner  of  appropriating  the  publick  money,  which  is  wholly  left  to 
us,  and  our  assembly,  should  I  do  this,  how  can  I  object  afterwards 
to  any  other  regulations  a  Board  of  Trade  may  have  inclinations  to 
make,  however  contrary  to  the  powers  granted  to  us,  this  ought  to 
be  well  considered,  and  I  think  it  much  better  to  insert  an  appro- 
priating clause,  whenever  a  paper  money  Bill  is  offered,  &  make  a 
fair  tryal,  whether  the  desire  in  the  people  to  have  the  money,  will 
not  oblige  the  Members  of  Assembly  to  accept  it  on  those  Terms, 
as  the  people  will  see  we  cannot  possibly  touch  a  shilling  of  it  with- 
out the  consent  of  their  Representatives;  when  such  a  Bill  is  to  be 
considered;  it  should  be  known  that  you  are  willing  to  comply  with 
the  desire  of  the  people,  which  may,  coinciding  with  their  necessity, 
or  rather  convenience,  make  them  uneasy  to  be  disappointed  in  their 
expectation  by  the  Assembly;  as  to  the  king's  instructions  for  the 
suspending  clause  you  will  do  in  that  as  you  think  safe  for  yourself, 
most  certainly  the  complying  with  that  Instruction  must  be  agree- 
able to  those  that  contrived  it,  there  is  one  article  that  I  find  is 
objected  to  in  the  Jersey  Bill  now  before  the  Board  of  Trade,  which 
is  the  making  the  money  a  lawfuU  Tender  in  all  payments,  this  I 
take  to  be  necessary,  when  it  is  intended  as  a  setled  currency,  and 
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8hal  therefore  make  use  of  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  carry  that 
point 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  onr  Friends  let  fall  such  things  as  yon  men- 
tion, as  conseqnences  attending  the  dispute  about  the  appropriation 
of  the  money,  that  they  may  make  the  people  more  dilsrtory  in  pay- 
ing some  of  our  demands  is  probable,  but  how  any  persons  can 
gacceed  in  associating  to  refuse  paying  rents,  that  are  so  clearly  due, 
they  must  be  cast  on  tryal,  is  to  me  not  at  all  probable,  besides  as, 
you  will  obserre,  you  may  insert  the  clause  without  mentioning  any' 
instruction  at  all,  on  the  propriety  of  the  thinff,  and  the  obstinate 
refusal  of  the  Assembly  to  provide  for  the  puolick  service,  indeed 
some  of  the  money  has  been  applyed  to  unnecessary  purposes. 

I  make  no  doubt  of  your  using  your  utmost  endeavours  to  prevent 
any  such  schemes  from  taking  place,  as  may  prevent  us  from  receiv- 
ing our  Rents,  and  on  the  contrary  will  assist  our  Receiver,  as  much 
as  possible  in  the  execution  of  his  office. 

With  regard  to  the  purchase,  and  intended  settlement  of  the  people 
of  Connecticut,  I  think  you  have  taken  the  most  propper  steps  to 
prevent  their  design,  and  have  nothing  to  give  in  charge  on  that 
head,  but  hope  if  they  should  venture  you  will  bring  down  sbme  of 
their  principal  people  to  Philadelphia,  to  answer  for  their  unjust 
intrusion  on  our  rights.  We  desire  you  will  give  us  the  most  timely 
intelligence  how  they  act,  we  have  now  under  consideration  an  ap- 
plication to  the  king  to  desire  orders  to  prevent  a  settlement  'til  the 
Case  shal  be  heard. 

We  are  very  well  pleased  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Lower 
County  Assembly,  and  wish  you  had  given  an  account  of  it  to  Sir 
Thomas  Robinson,  I  have  mentioned  it  to  all  I  have  seen,  but  desire 
to  know  What  you  have  done  with  the  money,  that  I  may  shew 
them  the  service  that  it  has  been  of.  I  have  also  told  them  the 
number  of  Indians  you  have  supported,  but  they  very  justly  say  it 
is  a.  trifle  to  what  ought  to  have  been  done,  and  must  make  people 
here  think  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colonys  do  not  conceive  the  Set- 
tlements made  by  the  French  so  injurious  as  some  would  make  them 
believe  here. 

I  believe  you  judge  right  of  Mr.  Francis's  intentions,  and  find  by 
Mr.  Peters's  last  Letter  that  he  has  resigned  his  office  of  A.ttorney 
General,  upon  Peteri's  telling  him  if  he  resigned  he  had  orders  not 
to  apply  to  him,  what  I  intended  by  that  was,  unless  he  would  take 
the  Salary  we  allow,  we  would  not  give  him  the  trouble  of  consult- 
ing on  our  affiiirs,  and  we  would  not  give  him  the  Salary  unless  he 
holds  the  office,  as  we  will  have  one  called  our  Attorney  General, 
who  should  do  all  the  publick  business.  If  Mr.  Francis  acts  a  bad 
part,  he  must  reduce  me  very  low  before  he  gets  any  place. 

I  am  concerned  to  find  Colioners  Washington's  conduct  so  impru- 
dent, and  my  old  Friend  Captain  Clark  act  so  bad  a  part ;  the  Com- 
pany was  sold  to  another,  while  he  was  in  Virginia,  in  purfumce  of 
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a  former  agreement,  so  tbat  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  serre  yoor 
nephew,  which  you  may  be  sure  I  would  gladly  have  done. 

The  wretched  condition  of  the  Independent  Companys  of  New 
York  has  been  long  known  here,  and  I  am  sorry  no  remedy  is  ap- 
plyed  to  it,  Captain  Hardy  who  I  am  told  is  a  man  of  Fortune  and 
resolution,  is  appointed  to  that  Government,  and  goes  over  as  soon 
as  possible,  I  am  told  he  is  not  to  have  one  of  them,  nor  any  interest 
to  incline  him  to  favour  the  officers  in  not  keeping  them  full,  the 
behaviour  of  the  officer  you  mention^is  so  scandalous^  that  I  admire 
the  present  Governor  suffers  it. 

I  heartily  wish  measures  may  be  taken  to  strengthen  the  Fort  at 
Oswego,  to  which  place  as  you  will  observe  a  Company  might  and 
should  be  sent,  Mr.  Delancey  says  much  about  it,  and  certainly  might 
have  obliged  the  Officers  to  recruit  the  Companys,  and  sent  a  con- 
siderable number  to  that  place  to  intercept  the  Convoys.  The  Trade 
you  mention  with  the  French  ought  certainly  to  be  prohibited,  if 
we  are  to  continue  long  on  the  same  Terms  we  at  present  are. 

I  think  Mr.  Delancey  runs  a  great  risque  of  being  called  to  account 
for  making  a  Treaty  of  neutrality  for  the  Government  of  New  York 
only  with  the  Conawago  Indians ;  and  I  have  so  represented  it,  but 
on  looking  over  the  extract  of  Mr.  Shirly's  Letter,  I  find  Mr.  De- 
lancey denys  it,  and  shal  hope  to  have  an  account  from  you  how  this 
matter  stands. 

I  am  very  much  pleased  to  hear  your  account  from  Shippensburgh 
proved  a  false  alarm.  I  have  before  told  you  in  general  that  we 
approved  of  your  speeches  and  messages  to  the  Assembly,  we  think 
you  have  said  all  that  was  propper  and  necessary  to  engage  them  to 
do  their  duty,  I  think  you  judged  right  in  omitting  to  make  the 
appropriating  clause  a  part  of  the  amendment,  as  you  were  so 
strongly  advised  to  drop  it  on  this  occasion,  tho'  every  person  here 
was  prepared  -for  it  considering  it  would  not  be  necessary  if  they 
would  appropriate  the  whole,  but  I  think  you  will  be  a  little  put  to 
it,  to  support  your  dropping  the  king's  instruction  about  the  sus- 
pending clause,  which  is  continued  by  Sir  Dudly  Riders  opinion,  ^ 
and  observing  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  five  years  passed  only  for 
the  Governments  of  New  England,  and  I  have  been  told  that  if  an 
Act  is  passed  with  a  suspending  clause  the  king  will  be  sure  of  the 
money,  by  which  I  find  some  of  opinion  it  should  bo  complyed  with. 
This  I  hint  to  you  on  your  own  account,  and  now  expect  the  repre- 
sentation from  the  Assembly,  which  I  shall  be  glad  to  see,  asr  it  will 
give  me  an  opportunity  of  shewing  their  conduct,  and  that  there  is 
a  real  disagreement  between  you,  tho'  some  very  wise  people  have 
thought  it  possible  this  differencfe  may  be  concerted  to  save  the 
money,  I  do  not  think  this  is  believed  by  any  persons  of  consequence, 
but  was  willing  to-  hint  it  to  you,  the  clause  you  added  in  your 
messages  to  the  Assembly  was  very  propper. 

Your  message  of  the  17th  of  December  was  not  sent,  the  rest  I 
had  coppyed  and  sent  immediately  with  your  Letter  to  Sir  Thomas 
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Robinson,  the  examination  of  the  Deserter  enclosed  in  jour  last  with 
the  Letter  and  printed  Messages  I  sent  the  moment  I  received  it, 
the  examination  is  I  think  diffionlt  to  be  credited|  the  namber  of 
men  much  too  great  for  the  number  of  Ships,  and  to  be  drafted  out 
of  the  Grenadiers  only,  besides  the  coming  with  exactly  the  same 
number  to  the  Ohio  seems  improbable,  for  if  so  large  a  body  had 
been  sent  from  France,  I  think  some  would  hare  been  left  to  rein- 
force their  Settlement  in  Nova  Scotia,  however,  I  delivered  the 
paper  you  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  will  make  the  propper 
usejof  it 

We  are  very  diligent  in  getting  a  Fleet  ready  of  large  Ships,  and 
have  made  a  promotion  of  four  Admirals,  so  that  we  shal  be  ready 
to  watch  the  motions  of  the  French,  who  it  is  said  have  thirty  Men 
of  War  at  Brest,  but  they  are  very  carefull  not  to  let  any  strangers 
oome  into  the  Town,  so  that  we  do  not  know  what  they  are  doing 
with  any  exactness. 

I  hear  the  people  of  New  England  and  Connecticut,  are  preparing 
for  some  expedition  which  I  suppose  must  be  Grown  point,  that  Mr. 
Shirley  and  S'  Wm.  Pepperel  will  very  soon  compleat  their  Kegi- 
ments.  I  desire  you  will  inform  me  whether  the  officers  have  raised 
any  men  in  Pennsylvania,  and  if  you  send  any  from  the  Lower 
Countys  tho'  indeed  they  must  be  very  few,  the  sending  men  would 
be  the  most  acceptable  service. 

We  are  very  well  pleased  with  your  having  communicated,  to  the 
Assembly  our  Instruction  relating  to  the  defence  of  the  Province, 
and  the  manner  in  which  you  did  it.  I  think  it  was  our  duty  to  do 
it  at  this  juncture,  and  as  they  wanted  to  know  our  Instructions,  a 
very  propper  one  to  begin  with,  I  am  very  easy  about  any  determi- 
nation that  will  be  made  here  on  that  point,  no  one  making  any 
doubt  of  the  propriety  of  our  giving  them  to  our  Governors,  but 
they  may  possibly  give  you  a  good  deal  of  trouble,  for  these  people 
go  further  than  David  Lloyd,  who  represented  against  an  Instruction 
which  made  the  Council  a  party  in  the  passing  of  Laws,  because  of 
the  matter  contained  in  it. 

I  had  some  of  the  pamphlets  sent  me  this  day,  and  think  with 
regard  to  the  Quakers  and  Assembly  what  is  said  is  propper  enough, 
but  I  think  a  representation  to  the  king,  or  some  of  these  printed 
to  give  away  to  leading  men  would  have  been  better,  than  to  pub- 
lish them  to  the  world,  and  cannot  have  any  good  effect ;  the  appeal- 
ing to  a  Parliament  is  no  compliment  to  an  administration,  and 
even  therefore  when  they  agree  so  well  as  at  this  time,  will  not  be 
found  a  proper  manner  of  applying  to  get  the  business  done,  how- 
ever they  will  soon  find  whether  it  will  answer  their  purpose.  I  have 
now  again  mentioned  the  impossibility  of  getting  any  thing  done 
for  the  defence  of  the  Country,  while  people  are  allowed  to  sit  in  the 
House  that  scruple  to  bear  arms,  but  there  is  very  little  said  to  it, 
from  whence  I  judge  it  will  be  difficult  to  bring  about  a  change, 
but  if  such  a  thing  was  proposed  ip  a  representation  from  People  of 
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tlio  Country,  some  answer  would  be  given  to  it.  I  think  the  lan- 
guage of  the  pamphlet  too  violent|  however,  I-  shall  hear  what  others 
B&j  of  any  oonsequencoi  and  then  write  you  further. 

I  told  you  the  person  mentioned  above  had  seen  your  last  Letter 
to  me,  when  you  say  the  Assembly,  or  some  of  the  members,  say 
they  had  rather  the  French  should  conquer  them  than  that  they 
should  give  up  their  priviledges  to  their  proprietors;  after  which 
telling  him  the  Assembly  intended  to  represent  against  yon  to  the 
king,  he  asked  me  whether  to  the  King  of  England,  or  the  King  of 
France.  I  find  he  took  much  notice  of  the  expression,  as  indeed  he 
well  might,  he  took  a  coppy  of  the  latter  part  of  your  Letter,  pro- 
bably on  account  of  your  proposal  for  guarding  the  mountains,  which 
is  a  matter  of  great  importance. 

I  shall  expect  to  hear  soon  from  you  that  your  Assembly  is  ad- 
journed or  have  shortned  the  time  of  the  Bill;  your  letter  by  way 
of  Ireland  is  not  arrived,  nor  that  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson.  I 
return  you  Lady  Julianas  and  my  thanks  for  your  congratulations 
on  the  birth  of  my  son,  and  remain 

.  Sir, 

Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

TflO.  PENN.  • 

London,  February  26,  1755. 

I  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  intended  present  to  my  Green- 
house. 

Indorsed. — Mr.  Penn. 


Gen.  Braddock  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir: 

As  the  Pacquet  to  Governor  Shirley,  which  accompanies  this,  is 
of  the  utmost  Importance  to  His  Majestys  Service,  which,  as  well 
as  the  Welfare  of  the  Colonies,  may  be  greatly  affected  by  the  Delay 
of  it.  I  beg  of  you  to  forward  it  with  all  imaginable  Expedition, 
by  a  fresh  Express,  to  Governor  Shirley,  and  to  use  the  same  Dis- 
patch in  forwarding  his  answer  upon  the  Return  of  the  Express  to 
me. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  Humble  & 

most  obed^  Servant, 

E.  BRADDOCK. 
Williamsburg,  Feb'r  28, 1755. 

Gov'  Morris. 
I  beg  you  would  not  keep  the  Express  above  an  Hoar. 

Indorsed, 

Gen.  Braddock's  Letter,  28  Feb'^,  1755. 

*  See  Colon.  Reg.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  805. 
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CoxRAD  Wkiser  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

IIoDoured  Sir : 

I  must  iDform  yoa  that  I  have  ben  yisited  this  winter  by  a  good 
number  of  Indians^  Chiefly  of  those  that  Came  a  way  last  year 
from  Ohio,  because  of  the  invasion  of  the  French,  whom  they  hate 
and  will  not  live  in  their  neighborhood ;  the  first  Company  that 
Came  Consisted  in  19  Persons,  all  of  the  Six  Nation  Indians,  one 
Jonathan  Cayienquily-quoah,  at  their  head,  they  arrived  on  the  27  & 
28  of  January  last;  the  Second  Company  that  Came  Consisted 
Chiefly  in  Shawanos,  12  number,  arrived  on  the  20*^  of  this  same 
month,  and  went  off  all  together  on  the  26  and  27  of  this  Instant; 
they  jointly  Intent  to  make  a  town  next  Spring  on  West"^  Branch 
of  Susquehana,  Comonly  Called  Otsinackson,  at  a  place  Called  Ot- 
Btuagy  or  French  town,  about  40  miles  above  Shamockin,  and  they 
gave  me  the  inclosed  Strong  of  Wampum,  to  send  it  to  Philadel- 
phia, with  a  Short  Speech  to  the  following  purport :  '^  Brother,  the 
"  Governor  of  Pensilvania :  We,  your  Brethren,  have  ben  obliged 
**  to  Come  away  from  Ohio,  because  we  would  not  live  so  nigh  the 
«  French,  but  rather  nigh  our  Brethren,  the  English,  in  this  Criti- 
'*  cal  times^  but  we  deprived  ourselves  by  that  means  of  a  good 
^  hunting  ground  and  our  little  Cornfields.  We  intent  to  Build  a 
''  town  at  Otstuagy,  on  Otsinackson  River,  and  pray  that  you  will 
"  be  so  good,  Considering  our  poverty,  as  to  send  some  of  your  In- 
Industrious  people  up  next  Spring  to  fence  in  a  Smal  piece  of 
''  ground  for  a  Cornfield  for  us,  and  we  will  thankfully  acknowledge 
" your  favours.  Jonathan  Cay ienquilyquoah,  the  Speaker,  gave  a 
''  Streng  of  Wampum/'  I  received  the  Streng  of  Wampum,  and 
promised  to  send  it  to  the  Governor  of  Pensilvania  by  the  first  safe 
opportunity,  and  transmit  his  answer  to  them  according  to  direction. 
Before  these  Indians  left  me  they  made  me  a  present  of  some 
Skines,  to  the  value  of  about  four  pounds  ten  shillings,  as  a  satifac- 
tion  for  the  Expence  &  trouble  I  have  ben  at  during  their  stay.  I 
received  it  and  thanked  them,  but  I  must  bring  in  an  account  against 
the  province  next  August,  and  hope  your  Honour,  after  perusing  it, 
will  recomend  it  to  the  house  of  the  General  Assembly,  for  better 
Satisfaction. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  Informing  your  Honour,  that  when 
Tachnechdorns,  the  Chief  of  Shamockin,  of  the  Cayiuker  nation, 
was  down  here  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter,  he  told  me  that  the 
Indians  about  Shomokin  &  Otsinakeon,  had  ben  Informed  that  a  Lot 
of  people  from  New  England  had  formed  themselves  into  a  Body  to 
Setle  the  lands  on  Susquehana,  and  Especially  Seahautowano,  (Wyo- 
ming) and  that  against  the  advice  of  their  Superiors,  and  asked  me 
whether  it  was  true  what  they  had  heard.  I  told  him  it  was  true 
as  to  their  Intentions,  (to  Setle  that  land)  but  whether  with  or  with- 
out the  advise  of  their  Supperiprs  I  Could  not  tell,  but  that  I  was 
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peraaaded  by  some  letters  I  sa^  last  fall  la  Philadelpliia,  It  was 
against  the  advise  of  the  Supperiors  of  that  Country.  The  said 
Chief  then  desired  to  make  it  known,  ''  that  whosoever  of  the  white 
''  should  venture  to  Setle  any  land  on  Wyomock  or  thereabout,  be- 
<'  longing  hitherto  to  the  Indians,  will  have  his  Creatures  killed  first, 
**  and  then  If  they  did  not  desist  they  them  self  would  be  Killed, 
^'  without  distinction,  let  the  Consequence  be  what  it  would/'  I 
found  he  had  Intelligence  from  the  Indians  up  the  river,  that  some 
of  the  New  England  people  had  ben  thero  Spying  the  lands.  I 
found  this  a  difficult  matter,  and  was  no  ways  inclined  to  make  it 
known  to  keep  off  trouble  from  myself,  but  the  last  visitors  Insinua- 
ted the  same  thing,  so  I  resolved  to  acquaint  your  Honour  with  it 
who  is  best  able  to  judge,  what  must  be  done  to  prevent  Bloodshet 
among  us  by  the  Indians,  who  would  certainly,  (If  they  should  do 
such  a  thing,  as  I  fear  that  they  will)  out  of  a  guilty  Conscience, 
Submit  themselves  to  the  protection  of  the  French,  the  Consequence 
of  that  would  be  very  diagreeable  to  the  English  in  General  in  this 
and  neighbouring  Colony.  I  have  nothing  else  to  trouble  your 
Honour  with  at  present,  but  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  subscribe 
me  self, 

Honoured  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  &  humble  Servant, 

Heidleberg,  in  the  County  of  BerckS; 
March  the  first,  1755. 

l7idorsed. 

Conrad  Weiser,  March  1»',  1755. 

To  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Governor  of 
Pensilvania,  &  liv  in  Philadelphia. 


Gov.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1765. 

Boston,  March  3^,  1755. 
Sir: 

M*".  Quincy,  whom  with  M'.  Pownall,  I  have  appointed  a  Commis- 
sioner on  behalf  of  this  Governm*,  upon  the  present  occasion,  w*^  I 
haye  explained  to  you  in  my  Letter  by  the  last  Post,  will  have  the 
honour  to  wait  upon  you  with  this. 

I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  any  Civilities  you  shall  be  pleas'd 
to  shew  him,  and  your  advice  to  him  for  the  successfull  discharge  of 
his  Commission. 

I  refer  your  Honour  to  him  for  a  particular  acc^.of  all  the  aflairs 

*  Aatograph  eat  out. 
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io  motion  here,  aild  detain  the  Post^  wbilBt  I  Bubsoribe  my  self  with 
the  Greatest  Truth  and  Esteem^ 

Bear  Sir, 

Yonr  most  Obedient  and 

faithful  Humble  Serv^i 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
Hon***  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

Indorsed. 

Gov  Shirley.    March  3*,  1745. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov:  Bblchbr,  1755. 

Philad«,  March  4th,  1755. 
Sir: 

Yesterday's  Post  from  Marjland  brought  mo  a  letter  from  Cap* 
Hutherford,  of  the  26th  of  Fcb'^^,  with  the  agreeable  news  of  Gen* 
Braddock's  arrival  in  Virginia ;  an  PJxpress  from  the  Gen*  overtook 
S'  John  S*  Clair  at  Fredericksburgh  on  his  way  to  the  Camp,  upon 
which  he  wrote  to  Gov.  Sharpe,  and  immediately  returned  to  Wil- 
li amsburgh.  I  congratulate  your  Excellency  upon  this  good  news, 
which  I  could  not  let  this  post  go  without  Informing  you  of. 

I  hope  your  Assembly  will,  upon  this  occasion^  behave  as  becomes 
the  true  friends  of  this  Country,  and  set  a  Good  Example  to  their 
Western  Neighbours,  who  I  have  summoned  to  meet  on  the  17th  In- 
stant 

I  beg  my  Compliments  to  Mrs.  Belcher,  and  am 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obed^  &  most 

Humble  Serv^ 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Dklancey,  1765. 

Sir: 

I  am  hononr'd  with  yours  by  the  post,  with  the  Act  to  restrain 
the  sending  provisions  to  Cape  Breton,  and  have  a  letter  from  Gov 
Shirley  with  an  act  of  the  same  kind,  passed  in  his  province.  I 
most  think  with  you,  that  this  is  a  very  proper  measure,  and  wish  it 
had  been  taken  much  sooner,  for  I  am  told  there  were,  last  summer, 
no  lees  than  forty  English  vessels  at  one  time  in  the  harbour  of 
Lonisburg,  that  had  Carry'd  provisions  there.  The  great  supply,  I 
am  afraid,  will  last  them  all  the  next  summer,  and  enable  them  to 
meatain  an  Army  on  the  back  of  ns,  which  they  could  not  otherwise 
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have  done.  I  shall  do  my  utmost  endeavour  to  have  a  law  pasa'd 
to  prevent  that  supply  for  the  futare,  and  for  that  and  other  par- 
poses  have  caird  the  Assembly  to  meet  on  the  17th  instant,  when  I 
shall  recomend  this  measure  to  them,  and  hope  they  will  have  so 
much  regard  for  the  safety  of  the  Colonys  as  to  come  into  it  imme- 
diately, and  follow  the  Example  set  by  the  Assembly  of  your  pro- 
vince, and  grant  the  necessary  supplys. 

By  letter  from  Maryland,  of  the  26th  of  Feb'^,  I  am  informed  of 
the  arrival  of  Gcn^  Braddock  in  Virginia.  S'  John  S'  Clair  waa  at 
Fredericksburgh,  in  his  way  to  the  Camp,  when  an  express  from 
General  Braddock  overtook  him,  upon  which  he  wrote  to  Gov.  Sbarpe 
&  immediately  returned  to  Williamsburgh;  there  are  no  particulars 
in  S'  John's  Letter  as  to  the  arrival  of  the  train  or  forces,  but  Gov. 
Sharpe  thinks  they  are  both  arrived,  from  his  manner  of  writing  of 
the  disposal  of  the  forces  in  quarters.  I  heartily  congratulate  you 
on  this  event,  which  I  look  upon  as  the  fore  runner  of  a  War,  the 
seat  of  which  will  be  chiefly  in  America. 

I  shall  do  myself  the  Honour  to  write  you  in  a  day  or  two  upon  a 
Subject  in  which  this  Province  is  Principally  conccrn'd,  and  in  the 
mean  time  beg  Leave  to  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  kind  Indul- 
gence to  my  Nephew,  who  has  by  that  means  been  so  fortunate  as  to 
obtain  a  Company  in  Gov  Shirley's  regiment,  which  he  may  Possibly 
in  the  Course  of  this  Expedition,  have  an  opportunity  of  Changing 
for  one  in  an  older  Corps. 

I  am,  S',  &c. 

Philad*,  March  4th,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Shirley,  1755. 

Philad«,  March  4th,  1755. 
Dear  Sir : 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  return  your  Excellency  my  hearty  thanks 
for  promoting  my  nephew  to  a  Company  in  your  regiment,  in  the 
Gentele  manner  in  w^^  you  have  done  it,  which  I  do  assure  you  lays 
me  under  a  lasting  obligation,  and  I  hope  his  conduct  will  be  such 
as  to  merit  the  continuance  of  that  good  opinion  you  are  pleased  to 
Honour  him  with ;  I  had  indeed  such  a  dependance  upon  your  friend- 
ship, that  I  expected  you  would  have  served  him  with  S'  William, 
but  did  not  entertain  hopes  of  your  taking  him  into  your  own  regi- 
ment, which  is  a  situation  I  am  much  more  pleased  he  should  be  in, 
as  he  will  thereby  have  an  opportunity  by  a  good  conduct  of  re- 
comending  himself  to  your  countenance  &  future  favour.  He  is  now 
at  New  York,  where  I  expect,  by  the  help  of  his  friends,  he  has 
already  got  nigh  thirty  men ;  I  have  sent  for  him  here,  and  shall 
direct  him  into  the  county  and  towns,  where  he  will  soon  get  a  num- 
ber of  men,  as  all  the  officers  of  this  government  ^hall  assist  him. 
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and  I  make  no  doubt  of  his  haveiog  enough  in  three  weeks  or  a  month, 
after  his  arrivel  here,  to  complete  joor  regiment,  tho'  it  should  re* 
quire  a  greater  number  than  you  mentioned ;  but  as  jou  will  have 
advice  by  every  post,  either  from  him,  your  son,  or  me,  of  their  pro- 
gress, you  can  at  any  time  give  them  orders  to  stop. 

I  understood  from  Coll**  Mercer  that  part  of  S'  William's  regiment 
was  to  bo  quartered  here ;  if  so,  would  it  not  save  expence  and  trouble 
both  to  you  &  him  to  change  some  men,  that  is,  for  you  to  give  him 
so  many  men  here  or  at  New  York,  for  an  equal  number  at  Boston. 
Jack  writes  you  by  this  post,  and  in  a  day  or  two  his  third  imbarca- 
tion,  consisting  of  fifty-fuur  men,  will  sail  from  hence,  which  makes 
nigh  two  hundred  from  this  place ,  and  if  he  continues  in  this  city, 
while  Staats  is  recruiting  in  the  Countys,  it  will  greatly  forward  the 
service — and  here  give  me  leave  to  do  my  friend  Jack  a  piece  of  Jus- 
tice by  saying,  that  no  officer  ever  managed  with  more  prudence  or 
good  sence  than  he  has  done  upon  this  service ;  he  has  kept  his  men 
in  Great  order,  avoiding  all  disputes  with  the  people,  quakers.  Ma- 
gistrates, and  others;  has  diligently  attended  to  the  king's  business, 
and  in  the  course  of  it  has  gained  the  Love  and  esteem  of  everj  man 
of  consequence  in  this  place,  who  all  endeavoured  to  serve  him. 

.  The  little  assistance  he  has  had  from  me  it  was  a  pleasure  to 
afford,  and  my  friendship  for  you  and  him  entitled  him  to  much 
more.  I  mean  to  give  tbe  two  Cap**  of  your  appointm*  the  merit  of 
raising  a  great  number  of  men,  &  shall  therefore  spare  no  pains  in 
this  affair,  which  will  not  only  reflect  Honour  on  you  for  the  choice, 
bat  may  be  usefull  to  them ;  it  may  not  therefore  be  amiss  to  settle 
matters  w^  S'  Will"  as  to  the  rate  p'  man  for  such  as  Staats  &  Jack 
may  raise  more  than  you  want. 

I  have  a  letter  from  Maryland,  informing  me  of  Gen*  Braddock's 
Axrival  in  Virginia.  S'  John  S^  Clair  was  at  Fredericksburgh,  in 
his  way  to  the  Camp,  when  an  express  from  the  Gen*  overtook  him, 
upon  which  he  wrote  to  Gov.  Sharpe,  informing  him  of  the  Gen** 
arrival,  and  immediately  returned  to  Williamsburgh,  and  I  have  it 
from  Cap^  Rutherford,  who  was  then  at  Annapolis  with  Gov.  Sharpe. 
I  heartily  Congratulate  you  on  this  event,  which  I  think  must  bring 
matters  to  a  short  Issue  between  the  two  Crowns,  and  in  my  opinion 
it  will  end  in  a  war,  the  seat  of  which  must  be  chiefly  in  America. 

I  have  yours,  with  the  act  to  prevent  the  supplying  the  French 
with  Provisions,  and  shall  endeavour  to  obtain  one  of  the  like  nature 
here,  but  our  people  are  of  such  a  temper,  that  little  good  is  to  be 
expected  from  them.  However,  I  have  called  them  to  meet  on  the 
1 7  th  Instant,  &  shall  endeavour  to  rouse  them  to  a  sense  of  their 
daty  &  danger. 

I  hope  soon  to  hear  from  you  as  to  your  plan  of  operations  for  the 
insoing  season,  and  you  may  assure  yourself  that  whatever  assistance 
a  governor  can  afford,  who  has  no  money  at  his  disposall  and  an 
unreasonable  Assembly  to  deal  with,  that  will  neither  defend  them- 
Belvea  nor  assist  their  neighbours^  shall  not  be  wanted  to  further 
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y«M  aslMnMa,  which  I  «m  snra  tre  not  only  well  lud,  but  u«  o»I 
csUlad  to  promote  the  Honour  &  interest  of  the  nttion,  nd  th«  »• 
tioakr  tMDsGt  of  these  Ooontrys.  I  beg  mj  CompUmwita  to  £ 
Skirlffj,  and  un, 

IK  Sir. 

P.  S. — lacloeed  you  have  the  resolutioDa  of  the  Honiie  of  Com, 
piooa  ittlatiug  h>  the  Expenoe  of  Geo'  Braddook's  Eii>«^t.m. 

Jfdortal.—DtL  to  Got'  ShirW. 
AnBwer  to  No,  4. 


Gov.  Db  Lakcbt  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

New  York,  4'*  of  March,  1755. 
Sir: 

I  sr>me  lime  ago  gave  orders  to  the  Oommanding  Officer  at 
AlbftDj,  &  la  the  Magistroles  of  that  city,  in  cnse  bdj  Prcncli  l\ci\ 
oatni!  tbitljcr,  to  put  them  under  a  civil  cooGucmcnt,  to  take  their         I 
ex;uiiiiiaii<inH  \:  trausmit  them  to  me,  accordingly  I  received  a  Icttct         ^ 
from  the  Mayor  and  Recorder  of  Albany,  acjuainting  me  that  they 
had  confined  a  French  man,  who  says  ho  left  Montreal  the  14  Jan- 
uary, having  killed  a  man  in  duel:  he  givca  un  account  tba^^  ~\n 
August  last  tbree  men  of  war  arrived  at  Quebec,  two  80  guns  &  ouo 
of  SO  or  GO ;  that  one  of  the  former  was  loat  in  tho  harbour,  &  tU>^ 
other  in  going  down    the    Biver   S'  Lawrence;  that    these    ships 
brought  over  about  1000  regolar  troops,  part  of  which  went   up    to 
Montreal,  k  the  rest  remained  at   Quebec ;    that  the  GoveTnoT  _oI 
Montreal  is  dead,  &  tho  General  was  daily  expected  when  he  left  it; 
that  all  the  Canadians  who  had  been  at  the  UbJo  last  summei:  re- 
turned ia  the  fall  to  Montreal,  except  the  regular  troops  left  in    Gar- 
rison.    Their  number,  he  says,  he  knows  not;  that  iu  the    Spring 
there  were  800  Men  going  to  the  Ohio;  that  the  people  of  Canada 
are  afraid  they  shall  be  driven  Hence.     This  Man  came  from  France 
last  July,  is  a  native  of  Bourdeaux,  and    pretends  to  be  rel»-^**' 
to  a  great  Minister  of  France;  his  Name  hbs  not  been  sent    to    me. 
I  shall  order  him  hither,  as  soon  as  the  season  will  permit,  anct  if  "^ 
adds  any  thing  material  to  this  account,  I  will  scud  it. 
I  am, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  & 

moat  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  DE  LANCES'. 
Got.  Morris. 
Indorted, 
March  4, 1755.    Gov'r  Doluicy.    lieo'i  Mar.  7". 
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Dbposition^Wm,  Moeris,  &c.,  1755. 

The  Depoutions  of  William  Morrifl  and  William  Orecn,  both  of 
Kent  Goantjy  on  Delaware,  being  Sworn  on  the  holy  Evangelists  of 
Almightj  God,  Deposeth  &  Saith  that  on  the  fifth  Day  of  this  In- 
stant these  Deponents  were  at  the  House  of  James  Anderson,  and 
that  a  Certain  Anderton  Brown,  under  Sheriff  to  Daniel  Sullivant, 
high  Sheriff  of  Dorset  Co'ty,  in  the  Province  of  Maryland,  Came 
to  the  House  of  the  afs'  James  Anderson  in  Company  with  a  Cer- 
tain Edward  White,  who,  both  in  a  violent  manner  Seized  the  afs' 
Anderson  and  threatened  to  tye  him,  and  made  use  of  their  endeav- 
ours to  do  it,  but  that  these  Deponents  Interferred  and  resqued  the 
aSs*  Anderson  out  of  the  hands  of  the  afs'  under  Sheriff,  and  his  as- 
sistant, Edward  White ;  That  the  said  White  Drew  out  along  Cat- 
tle Knife  and  said  that  if  any  Son  of  a  Bitch  there  (as  these  Depo- 
nents apprehended  to  be  intended  for  them)  dared  to  lay  hands  on 
him,  that  he  would  give  them  that,  (the  Knife  meaning)  3  But  that 
these  Deponents,  likewise  using  Violence,  did  Resque  the  afs'^  An- 
derson from  the  afs^  under  Sheriff  and  his^sistant,  Edward  White ; 
That  William  Morris,  one  of  these  DepolKits,  at  the  time  the  afs^ 
under  Sheriff  and  White  were  indeavouring  to  tye  Anderson,  he 
told  him,  the  said  under  Sheriff,  that  he  had  better  desist  uotill  he 
saw  a  letter,  then  in  the  House  of  said  Anderson,  'from  Samuel 
Johns  to  Daniel  Sullivant,  high  Sheriff  of  Dorsett  Co'ty,  iu  the 
Province  of  Maryland,  and  on  reading  the  said  Letter  in  the  House 
of  the  said  Anderson  they  forbore  making  use  of  any  further  Vio- 
lence, but  went  away  making  use  of  Threatening  Language  to  come 
again  to  take  away  by  force  the  afs*  Anderson ;  And  these  Depo- 
nents further  Saith,  that  to  their  knowledge,  the  Land  whereon  the 
afis*  Anderson  now  lives  and  where  he  hath  lived  for  about  three 
years  past,  was  surveyed  by  William  Kellor,  Deputy  Surveyor  of  Kent 
Co'ty,  on  Delaware,  and  that  the  said  Land  was  allways  held  and 
deemed  to  be  within  the  Limits  of  the  County  afs';  And  further 
these  Deponents  Saith  not. 

WILLIAM  MORRIS, 
WILLIAM  GREEN. 

Taken  in  Kent  Countv,  on  Delaware,  the  fifteenth  day  of  March, 
1755,  and  Sworn  to  by  the  within  mentioned  Deponents,  before  me, 
the  Subscriber,  one  of  his  Majesties  Justice  of  said  County. 

SAMUEL  JOHNS. 

Indoned, 

15  March,  1755.  The  Depositions  of  Wm.  Morris  &  Wm.  Green. 

Sent  up  by  Justice  Johns,  in  support  of  James  Anderson's  Com- 
plaint, set  forth  in  Letter  to  Gov'  Sharpe,  w^^  was  delivered  to  him 
at.  New  York,  &  he  promised  to  make  the  proper  Ezamiuation  & 
give  Relief. 

Vol.  II.— 12 
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Deposition  Jambs  Anderson,  1755. 

March  15,  1755. 

The  Deposition  of  James  Anderson  of  Kent  Co'ty,  on  Delaware, 
aged  Thirty  Six  years  or  thereabouts  being  Sworn  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelist of  Almighty  Ood  deposeth  and  Saith,  that  on  the  Nineteenth 
day  of  February,  last  past,  he,  this  deponent  being  at  Work,  a  Cer- 
tain Anderton  Brown,  an  under  Sheriff  to  a  Certain  Daniel  Sulli- 
vant,  High  Sherriff  of  Do'set  County  in  the  Province  of  Maryland, 
Came  to  this  Deponents  and  made  a  demand  of  a  Levy  from  him, 
to  which  this  Deponent  answerd  that  he  was  Surprised  at  it,  alledg- 
ing^  that  his  Land  was  taken  up  by  Virtue  of  Warrant  from  the 
Land  office  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  same  Surveyed  and  a  return 
made  of  the  Same,  and  that  this  Deponent  further  added,  that  he 
had  lived  on  the  said  Land  Three  years  and  that  he  had  paid  Two 
Levies  to  Thomas  Clark,  Esq',  Collector  of  Muspelion  Hundred  in 
Kent  County,  af&',  Notwithstanding  which  this  Deponent  saith  that 
the  afs'^  under  Sheriff,  paying  no  regard  to  what  he  said,  but  with 
Violence  seiz'd,  and  att^mted  to  tye  this  Deponent  and  threatened 
to  Carry  him  to  Goal,  Bat  that  this  Deponent  made  his  escape  and 
went  Immediately  to  Samuel  Johns  to  make  his  Complaint,  who  wrote 
a  Letter  to  the  afs'  high  Sheriff,  in  order  to  prevent  any  further  Vio- 
lent usage ;  but  that  this  deponent  neglected  to  send  the  said  Letter 
to  the  Afs*'  high  Sheriff  untill  the  afs*  under  Sheriff  came  a^ain  to 
his  House,  and  in  a  Violent  manner  Seiz'd  him  and  Swore  that  he 
would  tye  him,  and  also  drew  along  Cuttoe  Knife  and  made  use  of 
many  threats.  But  by  the  assistance  of  some  of  this  Deponent's 
Neighbours  who  happened  to  be  at  his  House,  at  the  last  time  of  the 
afs^  under  Sheriffs  being  their,  who  resque'd  him  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  afs*  under  Sheriff,  and  one  Edward  White  who  was  an  assist- 
ant to  the  under  Sheriff  as  afs*,  and  further  this  Deponent  Saith 
not. 

his 
JAMES  M   ANDERSON, 
mark. 

Taken  in  Kent  County  on  Delaware,  the  fifteenth  day  of  March, 
1755,  and  sworn  to  by  the  above  Deponent,  before  me  the  Sub- 
scriber, one  of  his  Majestie's  Justices  of  the  said  County. 

Samuel  Johns. 

Indorsed. 
Sent  up  by  Justice  Johns. 
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Thomas  Walker  to  Gov'b.  Mobris,  1755. 

Fort  Cumberland;  March  ye  7thy  1755. 
Honoured  Sir^ 

I  waited  on  Mr.  James  Wright  and  John  Smith  on  mj  way  here. 
They  both  expressed  the  Greatest  desire  of  Complying  with  the  In- 
structions sent  them  by  the  Honourable  Isaac  Norris,  and  the  other 
Commissioners  in  Philadelphia.  I  could  not  wait  on  Mr.  Armstrongi 
without  great  loss  of  time^  which  occationed  me  to  write  to  him 
only. 

1  dont  doubt  but  your  Honour  has  had  the  agreeable  news  of  the 
arriyal  of  the  English  Forces,  which  will  make  the  Greatest  dispatch 
necessary  in  the  Gentlemen  who  are  to  purchase  the  Wheat.  Just 
now  a  Party  men/commanded  by  Mr.  Soumain  Brought  Joseph  Nel- 
son to  the  Camp  with  two  other  men,  &  one  Woman,  who  the  Men 
had  by  force,  taken  from  her  Father's  House,  one  man  of  Capt. 
Batherford's  was  shot  through  the  arm.    I  am 

your  Honours 

Most  Humble  Servant 

in  Hast, 
THOMAS  WALKER. 
Directed. 
To  the  Hon'b^  Bobert  Hunter  Morris,  Governor  of  Pensilvania. 

Indartedf 
Thomas  Walker  to  the  Governor,  7  March,  1755. 


Gov'r.  Morris  to  Gov'r.  Db  Lancby,  1765. 

Sir, 

I  this  minute  received  by  express  from  Gen^  Braddock,  the  seve- 
ral packets  herewith,  and  forward  them  to  you  by  a  fresh  Messenger 
8<!TceabIe  to  his  request,  and  you  will  please  send  on  those  for  the 
Ejsr<^m  governments  in  the  same  manner. 

I  bad  by  the  post,  the  favour  of  jours  of  ye  4th  Instant,  con- 
cerning the  French  man  taken  at  Albany,  who  notwithstanding  any 
thing  he  says  may  be  a  spy,  you  therefore  Judged  very  right  in  order- 
ing him  to  New.  York,  where  he  will  be  much  more  secure,  &  from 
whence  he  may  be  prevented  from  sending  any  intelligence. 

I  am, 

Sr, 

Tour  most  obed^, 
March  9th,  1755. 

Indaned. 

Bft  to  Gov'.  Delancey,  with  Gen*.  Braddock's  packets  to  the 
Northern  governments.    March  9^  1755. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov,  Shirlet,  1765. 

Dear  Sir| 

I  have  only  time  bj  this  express  which  I  send  to  New  York  with 
the  public  letters  for  yourself  and  the  other  Goveniors,  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  yours  of  ye  24  nlt%*  which  I  shall  more  fully 
consider  than  I  have  yet  Had  time  to  do.  I  have  appointed  our 
Assembly  to  meet  on  the  17th  Instant  and  heartily  wish  they  may 
be  so  much  altered,  as  to  have  the  good  of  their  Country  at  heart, 
and  that  they  may  come  cheerfully  into  what  you  propose,  but  tho' 
I  shall  spare  no  pains  to  influence  them  to  do  so,  yet  can  I  not  form 
to  myself  any  hopes  of  success  from  men  that  seem  lost  to  all  senoo 
of  duty  to  their  country.  However  as  there  is  no  Answering  for 
futurity,  we  must  wait  the  event. 

I  am, 

Dr  Sir, 

Pbilada,  March 
9th,  1755. 

Gk)v'.  Shirley. 

Indoned. 

D'ft  to  Gov**.  Sbirley,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  plan. 
Answer  to  No.  6. 


Gov.  Dinwiddib  to  Gov.  Morris,  1766. 

Virg'a.  Williamsburg,  Mar.  10**,  1755. 

Sir: 

Your  Favour  of  the  26**»  Ult».,  I  received  Yesterday.  I  am  very 
glad  You  prevailed  with  Your  Committee  for  the  Flour  of  14,000 
bush*,  of  Wheat,  to  be  delivered  at  Conogacheek ;  this  is  a  very 
seasonable  supply,  as  that  Quanti!iy,  with  what  I  have  purchased,  I 
hope  will  answer  the  Bread  kind ;  &  I  hope  I  have  salt  Provisions 
sufficient;  but  must  entreat  You  to  direct  the  delivery  of  the  Flour 
with  all  imaginable  expedition ;  as  the  Transports  are  mostly 
arrived,  I  hope  the  General  will  take  the  Field  soon,  &  1  would 
gladly  hope,  that  no  Delay  should  be  on  Account  of  Provisions. 

*I  hope  you  will  see  it  necessary  to  call  y«  Assembly  immediately, 
now  the  Forces  from  Britain  are  arrived,  to  endeavour  with  them, 
to  raise  a  considerable  Sum  of  Money  3  for  if  it  please  God  give  the 
General  Success  in  taking  the  For>  on  the  Ohio,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary, that  a  Garrison  of  250  Men  be  left  in  it,  (at  the  Charge  of  the 

*lleforrc^  to,  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VI,  806. 
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different  Colonies,)  not  to  prevent  bis  further  Designs,  &  this  Charge* 
I  think,  shou'd  be  bore  by  the  Colonies,  otherwaj,  his  taking  the 
Fort^  &  leaving  it  without  a  Oarison,  will  encourage  the  French 
next  jear  to  retake  it,  &  in  course,  keep  the  Colonies  in  continual 
War ;  whereas,  strengthen*,  ourselves  on  the  Ohio,  as  above,  I  am 
in  hopes,  may  prevent  any  further  Attempts  from  the  French,  & 
protect  our  Frontiers.  And  as  a  great  deal  of  Money  will  be  wanted 
for  that  Service,  I  have  called  our  Assembly  to  meet  the  first  of 
May,  in  hopes  to  prevail  with  them  for  a  further  supply,  for  100,000 
now,  will  be  of  more  service  than  a  Million  some  years  hence. 

The  General  goes  for  Alexandria  the  Beginning  of  next  Week,  & 
expects  Gov'.  Shirley  to  meet  him  at  Annapolis,  &  I  propose  to  wait 
upon  him  to  that  Place. 

I  remain, 

With  very  great  Bespecti 

Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  and 

h"«  ServS 

ROBT.  DINWIDDIE. 


Gov.  Bblchsb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir: 

I  thank  you  for  the  early  Aoeonnt,  (of  4<^  Inst^)  of  the  Arrival 
of  General  Bradock ;  on  which  happy  Occasion,  I  heartily  join  my 
Joy  to  your  Honour's,  &  I  doubt  not,  to  that  of  all  these  Provinces. 
Notwithstanding;  I  lately  calld  the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  & 
press'd  them  again  to  their  Duty  to  the  King,  in  making  a  proper 
Gran^  of  a  Sum  of  Money  towards  the  common  Defence  of  the 
King's  Colonies  here,  yet  they  wou'd  do  nothing,  taking  for  their  Ex- 
ample, the  bad  one  given  them  by  your  Assembly,  &  that  of  Maryland ; 
k  yet  I  intend  they  shall  meet  me  again  the  middle  of  the  next 
Month,  altho'  I  have  but  lean  Hopes  of  their  then  doing  better, 
unless  they  shou'd  have  an  Answer  by  that  time,  to  a  Certain  Petip 
tion,  they  have  sent  the  King,  for  Leave  of  Paper  Currency. 
^  ^         I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Honour's 

Most  obedient,  & 

Most  humble  Scrv*., 

J.  BELCHER. 
Eiia'a  Town,  (N.  J.,) 
March  10,  1755. 

L.  Gov.  Morris. 
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Gov.  Db  Lancet  to  Gov.  Mobris,  1755. 

« 

New  York,  11  Marcb,  1755. 

Sir : 

Your  express  brought  me  Qeneral  Braddock's  dispatches  for  Mr. 
Shirley  this  eyening,  which  I  have  forwarded  to  him  by  a  diligent 
fellow,  I  have  not  detained  yours  longer  than  to  write  the  few  short 
letters  which  are  inolosedj  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  them  by  any 
opportunity  that  offers. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient, 

&  most  iiumble 

Servant, 
JAMES  DE  LANCEY. 
(Governor  Morris. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Dinwiddib,  1755. 

Phikdelphia^  12  Mar.,  1755. 

Sir: 

Yours  of  the  28  February,  was  delivered  me  w^  General  Brad- 
dock's  Letters,  by  the  Express,  for  which,  I  am  much  obligd  to  you. 
That  part  of  it  relating  to  the  flower  was  fully  answerd  in  mine  to 
you,  by  S*  John  S*  Cleare  Express,  which  you  will  have  receivd 
before  this  comes  to  hand.  .  Your  sentiments  respecting  the  Assem- 
bly of  this  Province  are  pert,  but  I  hope  General  Braddodc's  Letter 
to  me,  w*^  I  shall  lay  before  them,  wil  make  a  Proper  Impression, 
and  induce  them  to  alter  their  conduct,  especially  as  it  is  so  well 
supported  by  one  from  Lord  Halifax,  w'^  came  by  y*  Gen^ 

I  sent  the  Letters  to  the  Northern  Govemm**  on,  by  a  fresh 
Express,  and  shall  forward  the  answers  with  all  possible  Expedition^ 
as  soon  as  I  receive  them. 

I  detaind  your  Express,  that  he  might  carry  the  Coppys  of  several 
Letters  reoeivd  from  Gov'  Shirley,  giving  an  Account  of  the  intended 
Expedition  concerted  by  the  Governments  of  New  England,  w*^  will 
be  communicate^  to  you  by  the  General,  and  to  them  I  refer  you, 
and  am,  with  Very  Great  Respect, 

Sir, 
Your  most  obedient. 

Humble  Serv^ 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  CoMinTTKE  of  Assembly,  1765. 

To  the  Committee  of  Assembly  empowered  to  borrow  and  dispose  of 

Five  Thousand  PonndS|  &c. 

Gentlemen : 

Five  Soldiers  belon^ng  to  the  Virginia  Regiment,  commanded 
by  Oeneral  Sbarpe,  yis. :  Robert  Sudderton,  Bryan  Don],  Hugh 
Cammell,  Francis  Story,  and  John  Cornice,  haying  deserted,  Orders 
were  given  by  the  proper  Officers  to  William  Hushes,  Serjeant  in 
Capt*.  Robert  Stewart's  Company,  to  pursue,  apprehend,  and  bring 
them  safe  to  their  respective  Companys,  and  in  virtue  of  these 
Orders,  the  said  Five  Deserters  were  apprehended  and  committed  to 
the  Jayl  of  this  City.  And  the  said  William  Hughes  now  applys 
to  me  for  a  sufficient  Guard  to  assist  him  to  conduct  them  to  their 
Regiment,  and  to  provide  them  w^  Horses,  and  to  bear  the  Charges 
on  the  Road ;  And  as  this  Application  appears  to  me  to  be  reason- 
aole,  and  that  it  will  be  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  it  is  my  Opinion 
that  he  should  be  furnished  with  Men  and  Horses  sufficient  to  enable 
to  oondact  them  to  their  Regiment,  and  that  ye  Charges  arising 
thereupon  should  be  defrayed  out  of  the  publick  Stock,  &  have  sent 
ye  8*  Wm.  Hughes  to  you  to  be  provided  w^^  Men,  Horses,  and 
Money  for  the  Occasion. 

lam. 

12lh  March,  1755. 

Indaned, — Gov'.  Morris's  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Assembly, 
for  borrowing  and  disposing  of  £5000.    No.  26. 


Mr.  Huqhes  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

■  » 

Please  your  Excellency, 

I  am  Come  to  Desire  your  EzU^  Assistance,  as  I  am  Come  From 
Winchester  after  five  Deserters,  four  Belonging  to  Cap^  Rob*. 
Stewart's  Compi^,  and  one  Belonging  to  Coll.  Adam  Stevens  Comp^, 
and  I  have  taken  them  in  this  town,  and  have  them  Confined  in  the 
Prison,  I  was  Obliged  to  Apply  to  the  Constables  for  to  Assist  in 
takin  them,  they  want  their  fees  &  the  Jalor  his  fees.  When  I  was 
Ordered  from  Winchester  after  the  said  Deserters  I  had  a  Warrant 
to  press  Horses,  and  did  not  Expect  they  had  Got  so  far  off;  when 
I  Come  into  this  Province  I  could  not  press,  so  I  was  Obliged  to 
Hire  fresh  Horses;  I  Brought  but  Little  money  with  me,  &  I  have 
Expended  it  all,  so  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  Assist  with  some 
money  to  Carry  me  Back  with  the  Said  Deserters  to  our  Company. 
Likewise,  I  Begg  the  &viour  of  an  Orden  from  your  Excellency, 


COMHITTEB  OF  ASSEMBLY  TO  G0V.<  MORRIS,   1755.  ^ 

May  it  Bleaae  the  Goyern', 

We  have  oonsider'd  the  GoTern'*  letter  of  12th  Ins*.,  Bent  ns  hy 
William  HagbeS;  relaf  to  the  five  deserters  from  the  Virginia  Hegi- 
ment,  &  have  also  advis'd  with  some  others, of  the  Members  of 
Assembly  in  town,  who  with  ns  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Instructions 
given  us  by  the  House  are  not  sufficient  to  authorise  uis  to  advance 
money  for  this  purpose. 

JOS.  FOX, 
EVAN  MORGAN, 
JAM».  PEMBERTON. 
Philad*.,  14th  March,  1755. 

Directed, — To  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq^|  Lieutenant  Govern'i 
&c.,  of  the  Province  of  Tennsilvania. 

Indorsed. — ^14  March,  1755,  Joseph  Fox  &  Others  to  y«  Gov', 
respecting  deserters. 


Gov.   MORBIS  TO   COMMITTSS  OF  ASSEMBLY,   1755. 

^^  •  

To  Isaac  Norris,  Esquire,  Speaker,  Evan  Morgan,  Joseph  Fox, 
James  Pemberton  &  others,  Gentlemen  empowered  to  borrow 
and  dispose  of  Ffve  Thousand  Pounds,  &c.,  &c. 

Gentlemen : 

I  herewith  send  you  a  Letter  from  Capt°.  John  Shirley,  applying 
for  an  Allowance  for  the  Men  he  has  raised  here  under  his  Majesties 

*  See  letter  of  Morgan  &  Pemberton  below,  and  p.  271. 
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that  you  will  grant  me  Assistance  from  Constable  to  Constable 
through  this  Province,  As  they  are  very  Rustical  fellows.  | 

From  T'  Most  Obedient  ! 

&  Most  Humb'*  Servant,  ; 

To  Command,  i 

W.  HUGHES,* 

Serjant  of  the  Said  Company. 

Philadelphia,  March  y  12%  1755. 

Directed. — To  the  Hon***  Governor  Morris. 

iniorsec^.— March  12«»,  1755,  W.  Hughes.    No.  27. 
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Beating  Orders^  and  as  I  think  this  is  within  the  Intention  of  the 
Secretary  of  State's  Letter  to  me^  I  recommend  it  to  You  to  make 
him  J*  Allowance  Beqaested. 

I  am,  Gkntlemeni 

Your  most  humble  Servant 
•   17th  March,  1755. 

Indorsed, — ^Draft  to' Committee  recommending  the  payment  of 
J.  Shirley's  Charges  for  subsisting  his  recruits  in  this  Province. 

No.  30. 


Got.  Dk  Lancet  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

New  York,  18'>»  March,  1755. 
Sir: 

•  I  laid  your  Honor's  letter  of  the  6*^"  instant  before  the  Council, 
who  were  of  opinion  that  I  should  consent  to  the  meeting  proposed 
at  Colonel  Johnsons,  for  the  purchase  intended,  so  that  such  pur- 
chtse  do  not  extend  to  any  lands  to  the  Northward  of  the  beginning 
of  the  Fourty  third  degree  of  Northern  Latitude,  which  is  esteemed 
to  be  the  Southern  Boundary  of  this  Province,  on  that  part  &  the 
Northern  Boundary  of  Pensylvania;  the  Council  were  further  of 
opinion,  as  the  charge  against  M'.  Lydius  is  general,  the  Board 
cannot  order  a  Prosecution  against  him  by  the  Attorney  General, 
But  that  the  Goverment  of  Pensylvania  have  leave  to  commence  & 
earry  on  any  Prosecution  against  him  in  the  Kings  name,  so  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  take  such  measures  as  you  shall  judge  proper ; 
this  Government  greatly  disapproves  of  the  Practice  with  which 
Lydius  is  charged.  The  Indians  you  sent  are  upon  their  return  with 
a  few  others,  the  interpreter  is  a  lying  knave,  and  the  chief  is  turned 
lot  I  have  ordered  each  of  the  Indians  a  pair  t)f  Shoes,  stockings 
k  a  shirt,  and  a  Blanket  beside  to  Soarawayody,  &  the  Mayor  is,  by 
my  direction,  to  give  them  some  money,  what  he  thinks  proper  for 
their  ezpenoes  from  hence. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  servant, 

JAMES  DB  LANCEY.* 
Governor  Morris. 

Indorsed. 
Gov'  De  Lancey  to  Gov'  Morris.    18  March,  1755. 

*  See  reply,  p.  279. 
12* 
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Gov.  Shakpb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Annapolis,  March  19^,  1755. 
Sir: 

I  herewith  dispatch  to  Ton  a  Packet  which  I  Teceived  last  night 
from  Williamsburg.  I  have  just  received  Advice  that  all  the  Trans- 
ports, with  the  Troops  expected  from  Europe,  are  arrived  in  Virgi- 
nia. Qur  Assembly  is  still  sitting,  but  I  entertain  but  faint  hopes 
of  their  granting  such  Supplies  as  I  have  been  soUiciting. 

With  the  greatest  Bespeot, 
•         I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble 

&  obedient  Servant, 

HORU  SHARPE.* 
Indorsed. 
Gov  Sharpe.    March  19%  1755. 


Franklin  &  Hall  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

March  20, 1755. 
Sir: 

We  should  with  great  Beadiness  &  Snbmisaon  have  obey'd  your 
Honour's  Commands,  in  Forbearing  to  publish  the  two  Letters  from 
Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  of  July  the  5*^,  &  October  the  26^,  were  it 
only  a*  Concern  of  onr  own,  or  a  Matter  in  our  Disposition.  But  as 
those  Letters  are  contain^  in  the  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the  As- 
sembly, and  inserted  therein  by  their  Order,  we  could  not  omit  them 
without  obtaining  the  Directions  of  the  House.  To  that  End  we  laid  the 
Commands  received  from  your  Hon'  before  the  Anembly.  But  the 
House  has  expressly  ordered  us  to  proceed  directly  in  publishing  the 
Votes  containing  those  Letters ;  and  we  being,  as  their  Printer,  the 
immediate  Servants  of  the  House,  are  obliged  in  this  Matter  to 
obey  their  Orders.  We  therefore  hope  your  Hon^  will  exoose  us, 
and  believe  us  to  be,  with  all  possible  Respect, 

Your  Hon"  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servants, 

FRANKLIN  &  HALL-f 
To  the  hon"«  Gov  Morris. 
Indoned. 
FrankUn  &  Hall.    March  20»,  1756. 

*  See  reply,  p.  280. 

t  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  327-829.  This  letter  is  in  Franklin's  hand- 
writing. 
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Thomas  Pbnn  to  Gov.  Morris,  1Y55, 

Sir: 

Sinoe  I  wrote  yon  the  26^  of  last  month  I  hare  received  your 
Letter  of  the  28^  of  December,  enoloaog  a  duplicate  of  the  Deser* 
ters  ezamtnation  ;  I  have  also  received  your  Letter  of  the  8*^  Janu* 
aiy,  with  the  Ooppys  of  all  the  Messages  that  have  passed  between 
yoa  and  the  Assembly,  and  immediately  sent  their  answer  of  the 
Z\  and  yours  in  return  of  the  7^  of  January,  to  Sir  Thomas  Eobin* 
son,  who  thought  theirs  full  of  the  spirit  of  the  last  Century,  and 
that  you  had  condescended  rather  too  much  in  the  being  so  particular 
in  your  answer  to  them.    I  also  informed  my  Lord  President,  Sir 
Thomas   Robinson,  and  Lord   Hallifaz,  of  their  Representation 
which  was  presented  yesterday,  and  of  which  M'.  Partridge  deliver- 
ed me  a  Coppy  this  day,  it  is  only  against  Proprietory  Institutions, 
and  not  to  the  Bang  in  Council,  so  that  what  course  will  be  taken 
with  it  I  cannot  tell  yet ;  it  is  a  very  silly  performance,  and  I  be- 
lieve M'.  Partridges  Friends  dont  like  it,  as  he  proposed  an  accom- 
modation when  he  delivered  it  to  me,  and  told  me  it  was  the  opin- 
ion of  several  Friends  that  would  be  better  than  carrying  it  any 
further ;  but  I  positively  ref ased  to  hearken  to  any  such  offer,  and 
am  just  now  inform^d  a  scurrilous  Letter  was  this  day  read  at  the 
meeting  for  sufferings,  signed  by  Isaac  Norris  and  one  Callender,  to 
desire  their  assistance,  which  they  returned  to  Partridge,  judging  it 
did  not  properly  come  before  them,  so  that  whether  they  will  con- 
cern themselves  in  it  or  not  I  am  not  certaio,  but  rather  think  they 
will  not;  however,  whether  they^  do  or  not,  I  am  under  no  appre- 
hension of  receiving  any  censure  for  any  instructions  we  have  given, 
or  that  your  conduct  will  be  condemned ;  on  the  contrary,  that  it 
will  be  very  much  approved,  and  I  shall  insist  upon  the  most  speedy 
examination.    As  the  Assembly  did  not  send  you  a  Coppy  of  their 
representation,  and  may  keep  it  as  close  as  they  have  done  our  last 
answer,  I  send  you  one  enclosed. 

We  are  yet  uncertiun  whether  the  French  will  comply  with  the 
demands  made,  but  a  very  few  days  will  determine  it,  as  there  is  a 
time  limited  set  them,  if  we  declare  War  it  is  determined  to  have 
such  a  body  of  Troops  in  North  America  as  will  secure  our  Colonys 
in  time  to  come,  I  am  told  ten  thousand,  if  so  something  great  will 
be  undertaken.  We  never  were  so  well  prepared  for  sea  service,  at 
the  beginning  of  a  War,  as  at  present;  great  numbers  of  people 
enter,  a  bounty  of  j£3  a  man  being  given  for  able  Sea  men,  so  that 
we  shall  be  ready  for  the  French  Fleet  whenever  it  puts  to  sea. 

I  shall  write  you  more  fully  by  Budden,  who  will  Bail  in  about 
three  weeks,  in  the  metin  tune  remain. 

Sir, 

Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

THO.  PENN. 
London,  March  21,  1755. 
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P.  S.  I  think  any  person  having  made  the  declarationB  in  yonr 
Letter  mentioned  Ijable  to  a  prosecution,  and  indeed  that  yon  cannot 
avoid  takinff  notice  of  such  expressions  as  they  manifest  a  disaffec- 
tion to  his  Majestys  Government ;  and  I  recommend  this  to  yonr 
immediate  oonsiderationy  as  I  also  do  our  Receivers  making  some 
seisares  for  Rent  when  there  is  no  cause  of  dispute,  as  the  people 
talk  of  associating,  after  an  advertisement  has  been  published  re- 
quiring them  to  pay,  we  desire-  you  will  send  for  M'.  Peters  and  M'. 
Hockley,  and  talk  with  them  upon  it. 

Indorsed, 
Tho"  Penn,  with  y«  Assemblys  represent".    March  21, 1755. 
For  the  Honi"'*  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 


Goy'r.  Morris  to  R.  Petkrs,  1755. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esq'r.,  Secretary  of  the  Province  of  Pensilvania. 

You  are  hereby  ordered  to  Idspect  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  of  this  Province,  from  the  Day  of  their  meeting  on  ye 
17th  to  yesterday,  the  20tb  Instant,  both  inclusive.  To  make  a  Copy 
thereof  and  report  the  same  to  me. 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS.* 

Philada.,  March) 
21st,  1756.     I 

Indoned, 

Governor  Morris's  Order  to  Secretary  to  inspect  Journals  of  As- 
sembly.   21  March,  1755. 


John  Rutherford  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

March  22, 1755. 

Sir, 

I  write  Tour  Honour  a  few  lines,  tho'  I  shan't  think  I  have  any 
thing  material  to  say  untill  the  two  Regiments  from  Cork  arrives. 
Our  Review  by  Sir  John  St.  Clair  is  over,  &  after  what  he  has  dis- 
charged, I  think  what  remains  here  will  be  fit  for  any  Service; 
I  shall  want  twenty  Recruits  to  compleat'  pj  Company,  in  room  of 
those  he  has  discharged  &  those  I  had  discharged  befor,  which  I  have 
a  promise  of  getting  from  Maryland  immediatly,  from  Gapt.  Jordan 
&  some  other  friends,  but  for  the  greater  security  I  send  noW|  A 

*See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  VI,  pp.  287,  806,  827-8,  881,  889. 
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Seij't  &  Drnmmer  towards  Carlisle  &  Lanoaster,  hearing  of  some 
Men  desirous  of  listing  in  that  Road,  so  have  given  them  an  order 
to  Becrait  which  I  beg  Your  Honour  will  confirm  if  necessary  to 
Serjeant  Thomas  Eustace,  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Simons  at  Lancaster, 
which  Mr.  Elliot  will  forward. 

ColU  Innes  remains  here  to  take  care  of  stores  &  Indian  affairs,  & 
Sir  John  by  GenK  Braddock's  orders,  has  left  under  my  Command 
my  own  Company,  Capt.  Demero's  &  two  Companys  0/  Virginia 
Rangers,  fifety  men^each,  under  Capt.  Waggoner  a  Capt.  Perronee ; 
Capt.  Clark's,  as  unfit  for  service  is  sent  off  to  Recruit  and  Capt. 
Dagworthy's  to  be  draughted  for  compleating  the  British  Regim^. 
The  greatest  plague  I  find  in  my  Command  proceeds  from  Whisky, 
which  has  allwayes  prevailed  in  spite  of  many  expedients  since  the 
arrival  of  troops  here.  I  must  get  the  better  of  it  if  possible  &  have 
punished  several  Soldiers  &  staved  some  whiskey,  but  great  Complaints 
are  made  by  the  Owners  for  want  of  proper  warning.  So  I  must  beg 
Your  Honour  would  please  order  the  inclosed  Advertisement  to  be 
published  in  Your  News  papers  for  three  weeks,  &  if  'tis  not  in  pro- 
per words  pray  amend  it  1  must  likewise  bee  Your  Honour  would 
please  publish  Your  own  order  upon  my  Applieation  to  Justices  of 
the  Peace  &  other  Magistrates,  to  be  very  strict  in  examining  -travel- 
ling persons  incapable  of  giving  proper  Accounts  of  themselves  which 
will  be  a  great  means  of  preventing  Desertion  from  this.  Some 
Deserters  are  gone  off  lately  &  I  am  afraid  of  manv  more  soon,  when 
the  rest  of  the  Virginia  Companys  of  Rangers  arnves.  I  should  be 
very  proud  of  Your  Honour's  Commands,  &  glad  to  know  what  you 
hear  from  the  Northward,  having  great  hopes  on  the  Diversion  Gov'r 
Shirley  will  make  there.  Pray  let  me  have  the  pleasure  to  hear 
Capt.  Morria  is  fixed  in  a  Company  &  comeing  with  those  I  hear  will 
be  ordered  this  way.    I  am  with  4he  greatest  regard. 

Sir, 

Your  Honours 

Most  obedient  k  most 

humble  Servant, 

JOHN  RUTHERFORD. 

Fort  Cumberland,  Wills'  Creek, 
22d  March,  1765. 

Indorud. 

Mr.  Eliot  is  desired  to  write  the  Serjeant's  name  in  n  hand  that 
can  be  read. 

ThomoM  Btuiace,       a 
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Gov.  Db  Lancby  to  Gov.  Mokris,  1755. 

Sunday  Eveniog;  N.  York;  23  March;  1755. 

Sir, 

I  just  now  received  this  Packet  from  Governor  Shirley  by  ezpi^ss 
and  am  going  to  town  to  get  a  man  to  carry  it  on  to  you  in  like  man- 
mer.  I  am  glad  Mr.  Shirley  is  to  have  an  interview  with  the  Gen- 
eral;  he  is  so  well  acquainted  with  this  Country  that  I  am  persuaded 
the  best  of  measures  will  be  the  result  of  their  conferences.    I  am 

Sir, 

*  Your  most  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  Db  LANCEY. 

Gov'r  Morris. 


Gov.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris  1755. 

Boston,  March  24th,  1755. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  a  minute's  time  to  acknowledge  the  favour  of  your  last 
letter,  to  ask  pardon  for  not  writing  last  post,  and  to  let  you  know 
y^  I  hope  to  kiss  your  bands  at  Philadelphia,  in  a  day  or  two  at 
farthest  after  the  arrival  of  the  post. 

Be  pleased  to  excuse  me  to  Mr.  Tinker,  with  my  complim^  to 
<9  him  until  that  time,  and  let  him  know  I  am  much  at  his  service. 

The  inclosed  extracts  will  acquaint  you  with  the  posture  of  Affairs 
in  England.  When  the  Master  of  the  Vessell  w""^  brought  the  Let- 
ters left  England,  there  was,  he  says,  the  hottest  Impress  that  was 
ever  known  in  the  river  and  Downes. 

I  am, 

with  great  truth, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  faithfuU, 
Humble  Servant, 
W.  SHIRLEY. 
Hon"«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'r. 
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Gov,  MoRBis  TO  Gov,  Da  Lakcbt,  1755. 

March  25th^  1755. 
Sir, 

I  am  favonr'd  wiA  yours  of  the  18ih*  loatant^  in  answer  to  mine 
of  the  6th. 

The  purchase  of  all  the  Lands  lying  within  the  King's  Grant  to 
the  late  Mr.  Penn  from  the  Six  Nations,  was  thought  to  be  ye  only 
proper  Expedient  to  prcTent  the  confusion  y^  miffht  arise  from  ye 
wila  Sohemes  of  Ihe  Oonneotiont  people^  which  if  ourried  into  £ze- 
entioD,  must  destroy  ye  peace  of  other  Proyinoes  as  well  as  that  of 
PennsylTania. 

It  was  the  Request  of  Hendriok;  that  a  Treaty  for  this  purpose 
might  be  held  at  Coll.  Johnson^  and  out  of  complaisance- to  him, 
and  £rom  an  Opinion  that  the  Six  Nations  coud  not  be  allowed  to  be 
absent  at  such  a  time  as  this  from  their  CaatleSy  it  was  conceded  to, 
and  as  soon  as  I  knew  OolL  Johnson's  mind  about  this  Expedient 
and  that  it  would  not  be  disagreeable  to  him  to  have  the  treaty  held 
at  Coll.  Johnson's,  I  thought  proper  as  it  was  within  your  Goverm*, 
to  inform  you  of  the  whole  Proceeding  and  the  reasons  in  support 
of  it 

I  proposed  to  take  the  Grant,  if  we  can  agree  with  the  Indians 
in  the  express  words  of  Mr.  Penn's  Charter,  and  against  this  I  con- 
ceiye  you  can  have  no  Objection,  since  you  will  be,  after  any  such 
Indian  Purchase,  in  ye  very  same  Circumstances  you  are  now,  as  to 
your  Interpretation  of  ye  Extent  of  the  King's  Grant,  for  tho'  we 
differ  widely  in  this  point,  yet  your  Claims  will  not  be  at  all  affected^ 
if  ye  Indian  Boundaries  be  ye  very  same  %^  those  described  in  ye 
Boyal  Charter.  *    , 

I  am  taking  measures  to  obtain  Evidence  ag*  Lydius,  and  when 
this  is  laid  before  me  &  approved,  I  shall  then  renew  my  application 
k  take  ye  leg^  steps  agreeable  to  your  kind  letter,  for  w*^  I  return 
you  thanks,  as  I  do  for  your  kindness  to  Scarroyady  &  his  unworthy 
Interpreter.  This  Chief  is  really  a  man  of  Consequence  at  Ohio,  & 
will  not  be  thought  there,  to  have  degraded  himself  by  a  too  free 
use  of  ye  intoxicating  Cup. 

Dft  to  Gov'r  Delanoey. 

*  See  page  278. 
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* 

Gov.  MoBEis  TO  Gov.  Sharpe,  1755. 

Sir- 

Yonr  express  brought  me  yonr  fayonr  of  ye  19*^  lostant,*  and  the 
agreeable  news  of  the  arrival  of  all  the  forces  from  Europe.  Had 
the  several  Assemblys  upon  the  Continent  done  their  duty  oar  mo- 
ther Country  might  have  saved  the  expense  of  this  imbarkation,  bat 
while  the  Colonys  are  so  divided  in  their  ooancils  and  their  Assem- 
^blys;  are  made  ap  of  men  quite  anaoqaainted  with  the  nature  of 
government|  &  have  private  selfish  ends  to  answer,  nothing  good  or 
great  can  reasonably  be  expected  from  them. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  our  Assemblys  are  so  much  alike,  and  thai 
neither  of  them  have  a  proper  regard  for  the  safety  of  their  country; 
mine  has  been  sitting  a  week,  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  prevail  on 
them  to  give  largely  upon  the  present  occasion,  but  must  own  that 
my  hopes  are  not  very  sanguine. 

Since  writing  the  above,  an  express  arrived  with  Governor  Shir- 
ley's packet,  which  I  send  you  here  with,  and  also  an  article  of  news 
from  Lisbon,  which  Gov'  Shirley  sent  me  by  the  same  hand. 

I  have  only  time  to  assure  yoi^  that  I  am,  with  great  respect. 

8',  Your  most  Obed^ 

Humble  serv*. 

Philad.  March  25, 1755. 
Indorsed. 

Dft.  to  Gov  Sharpe  with  Gov  Sbirle/s  Packet  to  Gen>  Braddock, 
March  25, 1755. 


Gov.  MoRBis  TO  Gov.  De  Lancet,  1755. 

PhUad%  March,  26%  1755. 
Sir— 

Your  Express  brought  me  Gov'  Shirley's  packet,  which  I  imme- 
diately sent  forward  to  Gen'  Braddock,  from  whom  yesterday  Ex- 
press the  Endos'd  Letter  to  you  which  he  tells  me  is  an  Invitation 
to  you  to  meet  him  and  the  severall  Gov"  at  Anopolis,  to  consult 
upon  the  measures  necessary  to  be  pursued,  I  hope  you  will  Joyne 
CfoV  Shirley  and  make  one  at  that  Congress,  where  many  things 
may  be  thought  on  for  the  gen'  benefit  of  the  Colonys,  and  I  am 
happy  in  thinking  y*  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  Entertaining  you 
in  this  Province  and  accompanying  you  to  Annopolis. 

My  Assembly  are  [sitting,  but  have  the  same  obstinate  spirit,  that 
Possess'  em  the  Last  Sessions,  by  all  that  I  can  yet  Learn. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  Ob^ 
Humble  serV, 

ROB'.  H.  MORRIS. 

*  See  page  274. 
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A  Vessell  yesterday  from  Liebon^ 
ooDfirms  the  news  of  the  taking  of  >• 
MadrasSi  and  the  Hot  press  in  Eng*.  j         ^ 

Copy,  Gov  DeLancey,  March  26**,  1755. 


James  F,  Mbrcbr  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

D'S'— 

I  have  sent  Cap*.  Piscary  with  the  Lieut*  Kemperfelt  &  Conling  to 
recmit  in  your  Province,  it  were  presumption  in  me  to  recommend 
'  Qentlemen  of  their  merit  to  You,  who  know  so  well  how  to  dis- 
,  tioguish  it.  Tour  Zeal  for  his  Majesty's  Service  will  procure  them 
your  inflaence  with  such  as  are  willing  and  able  to  promote  it.  I 
wish  you  all  happiness  and  Success  in  your  endeavors  for  the  gooct 
of  the  Public.    I  am,  with  the  highest  regard  &  Esteem, 

Sir, 

Your  much  oblig'  & 

most  ob*  Humble  serv*, 

JAMES  P.  MERCER, 
Th^  Hon^>*  Rob*.  Hunter  Morris,  &c. 
New  York,  March  28*%  1755. 

Directed — 

To  the  Hon^^"  Rob*  Hunter  Morris,  Esq', 

Governor  of  Pensilvania,  &c.  &c. 


Gov.  DoBBs  TO  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 


Having  the  opportunity  of  Mr.  Beatty,  a  dissenting  Clergyman  of 
much  merit,  returning  to  Pensylvania,  I  would  not  lose  the  oppor- 
tunity of  opening  a  Correspondence  with  you,  and  tho'  late  to  Con- 
gratulate you  on  your  safe  arrival  at  y'  Government. 

I  am  much  Concerned  that  your  zeal  for  his  Majesty's  service  and 
the  general  good  of  the  Colonys,  has  not  had  such  success  in  the 
Assembly  as*  we  had  reason  to  Expect  upon  so  great  an  Emergency ; 
from  the  obstinacy  of  the  Quakers,  who  I  hear  I)irect  the  Assembly^ 
and  will  neither  fight  to  defend  their  Rights  &  Properties,  nor  open 
their  Purses  to  enable  others  to  fight  for  them.  These  Principles 
aod  their  Obstinacy  mayj  however,  Induce  the  British  Parliam*  to 
pass  an  Act,  that  those  whose  Principles  will  not  allow  them  to  sr- 
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port  govermenti  and  Defend  their  Rights,  should  liave  no  share  in 
the  government  or  Legislature,  bj  rendring  them  incapable  of  Being 
Elected,  or  of  Electing  others. 

I  sent  to  jou,  inclosed  to  Mr.  Dinwiddie,  a  Copy  of  my  Message 
to  this  Assembly,  relative  to  the  French  Schemes,  which  I  hope  he 
forwarded  to  you,  as  I  had  no  other  Conveyance ;  lest  he  should  not, 
I  ha¥e  sent  you  another  by  Mr.  Beatty  for  your  Perusal. 

The  Assembly  have  granted  as  much  as  their  late  distracted  affairs 
would  allow  of,  considering  what  was  thrown  away  Imprudently  last 
year  to  no  purpose;  as  we  have  no  Calls  on  Credit  out  of  the  Colony 
by  our  Paper  Currency,  until  I  get  it  put  upon  a  Better  footing,  by 
emitting  it  upon  a  Sufficient  Security,  by  a  Loan  Office  upon  mort- 
gage  on  Land. 

1  shalMong  to  hear  that  your  Assembly  has  oomplyed  to^  grant  a. 
proper  supply,  such  as  is  proper  for  so  Rich  and  Populous  a  Pro- 
vince, who  have  such  great  Indulgencies  in  Trade ;  and  that  they 
will  Concur  Cheerfully  in  the  united  defense  of  all  the  Colonies. 

I  wish  you  Success  in  all  your  Endeavours  for  the  good  of  all  the 
Provinces;  and  am  with  due  Regard  and  Esteem, 

S' 

Y'  Excellencies 

most  Obed^  Humble  Serv*, 

ARTHUR  DOBBS. 

To  his  Excellency  Govemour  Morris. 

New  Bern,  March  80%  1755. 


Gov  Shirley  to  Gov,  Morris,  1755. 

Boston,  March  31,  1755. 
Sir, 

In  answer  to  a  Request  made  to  me  by  the  Council  &  House  of 
Represent^^  of  this  Province,  (Copy  whereof  you  have  herewith  in- 
closed,) I  must  pray  your  Honour  That,  as  a  Matter  which  His  Ma- 
jesty's Service  doth  require  at  this  Conjuncture,  an  e£feotual  Stop 
may  be  put  in  your  Governm'  (for  the  present)  to  any  Trades  being 
carried  on  from  thence  with  the  French  in  any  Ports  in  North  Ame- 
rica.    I  am,  with  due  Regard  , 

Sir, 

Your  Honour's  most 

Obedient,  humble  Servant, 

In  the  Name  &  by  Order  of  his  Exf  W"*.  Shirley,  Esq'., 

J.  WiLLARD,  Secry. 
The  hon^>«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 
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Indorsed —  * 

Secretary  Willard — with  a  Vote  of  tbe  Assembly  of  Massacbu- 
sets  Bay,  requiring  a  Stop  to  be  put  to  Carrying  Provisions  out  of 
the  Provinces. 


Procbbdinos  op  Council  op  Massachusetts,  1755.* 

Province  of  the         ) 
Massachusetts  Bay.  j 

In  the  House  of  Represent^",  March  29, 1755. 

Voted  that  the  Govemour  be  desired  to  write  to  the  Governours 
of  the  several  Governm**  in  North  Amerioay  that  they  e£fectnally 
(for  the  present)  put  a  Stop  to  any  Trades  being  carried  on  from 
their  respective  Governm**  with  the  French  in  aof  of  their  Ports  in 
North  America. 

Sent  up  for  Concurrence. 

T.  HUBBARD,  Spk'. 

In  Council,  March  29, 1755,  Read  &  Concnr'd. 
\  .    Thos.  Clarke,  Dep*^  Secry. 

Copy  examined, — Per  J.  Willabd,  Secry. 


Certipicatb  op  Thos,  Clares,  1755. 

April  1'*,  1755. 
Kent  County  on  Delaware. 

I  do  hereby  Certifie  and  declare  that  I  was  Collector  of  the  Mus- 
pelion  Hundred  in  the  County  afs',  for  the  Years  1752  and  1753, 
and  that  I  did  receive  of  a  Certain  James  Anderson,  for  the  Years 
afs*,  his  Levies  for  said  Years,  who  was  then  living  on  the  Land  & 
Premises  that  he  now  does.  And  I  do  -further  Certifie  that  the 
Eaid  Anderson  was  taken  and  returned  by  one  of  the  Constables  of  the 
af^  Hundred  to  the  Levy  Court  of  said  Co^,  &  by  the  Assessors  of 
the  afs**  County  assessed  for  the  Year  1754,  as  appears  by  my  Col- 
lector's List ;  As  Witness  my  hand,  this  1*'  day  of  April,  1755. 

THOS.  CLARK,* 

Indorsed — 

Certificate  of  Thoir.  QJarke  of  James  Anderson's  Paym'  of  Taxes 
in  Kent  Co.,  sent  up  by  Justice  Johns* 

*  Referred  to  in  the  preceding. 

f  See  Deposition  of  James  Anderson,  p.  266. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  1755. 

Sir, 

The  last  I  had  the  Hononr  to  write  You  was  on  the  thirtieth  of 
Januaryi  sinoe  which  Qeneral  Braddock  is  arrived  in  Virginia  with 
the  7wo  Regiments  from  Ireland ;  and  those  ordered  to  be  raised  in 
America  are  now  very  near  compleat,  and  might  have  been  by  this 
time  very  fit  for  Service  if  the  American  Assembly s  had  shewed  a 
proper  Regard  to  their  own  Interest  and  Safety,  or  to  the  Commanda 
of  the  Crown, 

As  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  the  General's  Arrival,  I  called  the 
Assembly  of  this  Province  together,  that  they  might  be  ready  to 
consider  anything  he  had  to  recommend  withoat  Delay,  and  accord- 
ingly on  the  Eighteenth  of  last  month  pressed  them  to  grant  Sup- 
plies, not  only  for  furnishing  Provbions  and  Necessaries  to  the 
Troops,  but  for  ofbning  Roads  and  providing  Carriages,  and  laid  be* 
fore  them  a  Plan  formed  by  Governor  Shirley,  for  removing  the 
French  from  their  Encroachments  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  building 
a  Fort  near  the  French  Fort  at  Crown  Point,  in  which  he  desired 
the  Aid  of  this  Province ;  but  notwithstanding  the  Danger  this 
Country  stands  exposed  to  from  the  French,  the  noble  Opportunity 
they  have  by  strengthening  the  Hfinds  of  General  Braddock  of  remo- 
ving them,  and  effectually  securing  these  Colonies  against  their  future 
Attempts,  I  have  not  been  able  to  prevail  on  them  to  do  any  thing 
to  the  purpose,  and  they  are  grown  so  very  unreasonable,  and  enter- 
tain such  out  of  the  way  Notions  of  their  own  Rights  and  Privi- 
ledges,  that  nothing  good  is  to  be  expected  from  them  till  they  aro 
reduced  to  a  proper  Sense  of  themselves.  For  besides  the  Right  of 
Meeting  and  sitting  for  what  Time  they  please,  independent  of  the 
Govemor,^they  have  lately  taken  upon  them  very  new  and  extraordi* 
nary  Powers. 

At  the  Close  of  the  last  Sessions,  I  demanded  a  Copy  of  their  Pro- 
ceedings, but  could  nbt  obtain  them  till  they  were  sent  me  in  print, 
two  Months  after  the  Assembly  were  adjourned,  and  I  was  surprised 
to  find  there  at  large  your  several  Letters  to  me,*  which  I  bad  laid 
before  them  to  induce  them  to  grant  the  Supplies  recx^mmended  by  the 
Crown ;  and  thinking  it  not  only  a  bad  Practice  to  publish  the  commands 
of  the  Crown,  signified  by  a  Secretary  of  State,  but  of  dangerous  Con- 
sequence, I  sent  a  Message  to  the  House  recommending  it  td  them  to 
leave  out  those  Letters,  and  to  delay  the  Publication  of  their  Votes 
till  that  was  done,  but  they  insisted  they  had  ^  Right  to  print  and 
publish  every  thing  that  was  laid  before  them,  and  refused  either  to 
expunge  the  Letters  or  to  delay  the  Publication  of  them :  where- 
upon, I  sent  an  Order  to  the  Printers,*  foiribidding  them  to  publish 
those  Letters,  of  which  the  House  of  Assembly  being  informed  ex- 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  YL,  p.  827»  &c.  f  See  p.  274. 
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pressly  ordered. tbe  Printere  to  proceed  in  the  Publication,  and  tbej 
did  80  accordingly,  as  Yon  will  observe  not  only  by  the  printed 
Votes  of  the  House  herewith  sent  You,  but  by  the  Messages  and 
Orders  that  have  passed  upon  the  head;  which  I  have  the  Honour  to 
enclose  with  this. 

As  it  is  beyond  Doubt  the  Right  of  the  Government  to  know  from 
time  to  time  what  is  done,  or  doing,  by  any  Body  of  Men  acting 
under  the  Authority  of  the  Crown,  and  as  I  had  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  procure  a  Copy  of  the  Assemblies  Proceedings  during  the  last  Sit- 
ting, I  thought  it  right  to  let  them  know,  that  I  expected  the  Clerk 
would  attend  me  every  day  with  their  Votes,  but  they  would  neitber 
permit  him  to  do  so,  nor  suffer  their  Journals  to  be  inspected  by  the 
Secretary,  who  I  sent  for  that  purpose.^ 

Immediately  upon  my  refusing  to  pass  a  Bill  they  sent  me  for 
striking  Twenty  Five  Thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  of  which 
I  shall  transmit  you  a  Copy  by  the  next  Conveyance,  as  it  is  of  a 
very  extraordinary  Nature ;  the  House,  without  my  Knowledge  or 
Consent,  have  resolved  to  issue  Notes  of  Credit  from  Five  to  Fifty 
Pounds  caoh,  to  the  Amount  of  Ten  Thousand  Pounds,  which  they 
by  their  own  Authority  give  towards  carrying  on  Governor  Shirley's 
Plan  of  Operations,  and  though  this  be  the  Pretence  for  making  use 
of  such  an  unconstitutional  Power,  yet  the  true  Design  is  to  encreaae 
their  own  Power,  and  to  make  a  Precedent  for  issuing  Bills  of  Credit 
without  the  Consent  of  the  Government;  for  such  these  Notes  really 
are,  and  will  have  a  Currency. 

I  need  not  observe  to  You,  Sir,  tbe  Danger  of  such  Powers  in  the 
Hands  of  any  Assembly,  and  especially  of  one  annually  chosen  by  a 
People,  a  great  part,  if  not  a  Majority  of  whom  are  Foreigners,  unat- 
tached to  an  English  Government,  either  by  Birth  or  Education. 
And  as  none  of  these  Things  are  warranted  by  the  Proprietary  Char- 
ter, under  which  the  Assembly  act,  or  in  the  least  countenanced  by 
the  Proprietaries  themselves,  I  think  them  the  more  extraordinary, 
and  very  worthy  the  Notice  of  the  Government. 

As  well  in  the  last  Sessions  as  in  tbe  present,  I  frequently  recom- 
mended to  the  Assembly,  pursuant  to  the  Instructions  of  the  Propri- 
etors, to  put  this  Province  into  a  Posture  of  Defence ;  but  they  are 
determined  to  come  into  no  measures  for  that  purpose,  notwithstand- 
ing its  present  dangerous  Situation :  and  tho'  this  Province  be  very 
able  to  contribute  largely  towards  the  necessary  Expenses  of  the  pro- 
sent  Expedition,  and  it  is  so  much  their  Interest  to  do  it,  yet  the 
Assembly  cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to  lay  a\iy  Tax,  or  to  grant  the 
Supplies  necessary  for  the  Troops  that  are  employed  for  their  Pro* 
tection,  unless  they  can  at  the  same  time  encrease  and  render  perma- 
Dent  their  own  Power  and  Authority. 

I  am  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  give  You  a  more  agreeable 
Account  of  the  Condition  of  this  Province,  and  can  only  assure  You^ 

*  See  page  276. 
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tfaat  my  best  Endeayoars  have  not  been  wanting  to  promote  hk  Ma- 
jesties Servicei  and  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient, 

.  humble  Serrant. 
PhUadelphia,  g^^  April;  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Thomas  Pbnn,  1765. 

PhiladvAprilQ,  1755. 
Sir: 

My  last  \fi  you  was  of  the  30^  of  Jan^'^i  giving  an  account  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Sessions  of  Assembly  that  ended  on  the  1 0^''  of 
that  month,  which  I  sent  by  way  of  Virginia  and  New  York,  no 
vessel  then  offering  from  this  Port. 

As  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  the  arrival  of  Gen*  Braddock  I 
summoned  the  Assembly,  who  met  on  the  17^'^  of  the  last  month, 
and  I  then  laid  before  them  Gen*  Braddocks  first  letter  to  me,*  which 
being  wrote  in  a  high  stile,  I  thought  it  would  have  some  influence 
upon  their  conduct,  and  without  so  much  a9  mentioning  any  dispute 
that  had  subsisted  at  the  last  Sessions.  I  recommend  the  granting 
immediate  supplys,  not  only  for  furnishing  provisions  for  the  troops, 
but  for  several  other  matters,  as  you  will  observe  by  the  Message  it 
self,  which  waits  on  you  under  this  cover;  with  the  several  others 
that  have  pass'd  between  us. 

The  inclosed  letter  from  Gov.  Shirley,  w^  the  Message  to  his 
Council  &  Assembly,  and  their  resolves,  will  let  you  into  the  Plan 
of  operations  he  had  formed  for  the  summer  before  General  Brad* 
docks  arrival,  with  this  addition,  that  the  two  thousand  New  England 
men  intended  for  Nova  Scotia,  with  the  aid  of  some  of  the  ^gular 
troops  there,  are  to  drive  away  all  the  neutral  French  from  that 
country,  who  have  lately  refused  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  imme- 
diately after  which,  and  about  the  time  that  the  Provincial  foroea 
are  marching  against  Crown  Point,  the  four  regiments  in  Nova  Sco* 
tia,  with  the  two  thousand  New  England  men,  are  to  attack  the  se- 
veral French  forts  upon  the  river  S^  John,  and  at  Chekenectai  all 
at  the  same  time. 

The  several  Governments  of  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Con- 
necticut &  New  York,  have  acceded  to  the  Plan  concerted  at  Bos- 
ton^  and  are  now  raising  men  with  all  dispatch.  The  Assembly  of 
this  Province  have  given  ten  thousand  pounds  for  Provisions,  in  the 
manner  I  shall  mention  when  I  come  Uf  speak  of  their  Proceeding 
Gen*  Braddocks  arrival  with  the  Troops  from  Ireland,  who  are  all  ia 
good  health  at  Alexandria,  having  lost  but  one  roan  in  the  Voyage, 
has  put  a  stop  to  the  measures  proposed  by  M'.  Shirley^  till  the 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  VI.  p.  807. 
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Oen**  sentimeDts  are  known  oonoerning  it|  and  he  has  requested  M'. 
Shirleji  M'.  Delancj,  and  myself,  to  meet  him  at  Annapolis,  where 
M'.  Dinwiddle  and  M'.  Sharpe  are  to  accompany  him,  in  order  to 
oonsider  the  present  state  of  the  Colony,  and  how  best  to  employ 
the  forces  for  their  seonrity  ft  Protection,  and  I  am  in  hourly  ex- 
pectation of  Gt)v'  Shirley  ft  Got'  Deknoy,  with  whom  I  shall  im- 
mediately proceed  to  Annapolis. 

I  endeavourd  all  I  could  to  procure  a  Coppy  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Assembly,  so  as  to  have  sent  them  to  you  by  one  of  the 
winter  ships,  but  my  endeavour  proved  ineffectual,  and  for  that  rea- 
son by  a  message,  I  insisted  that  the  clerk  should  attend  me  every 
night  with  the  minutes  of  the  day,  that  I  might  know  what  was 
done  and  doing  in  their  House,  but  this  they  w'd  not  suffer,  and 
in  their  message  upon  that  head  let  me  know  that  I  should  have 
their  minutes  when  they  were  Printed,  ft  not  before,  whereupon  I 
made  an  order  to  the  Secretary  to  inspect  their  Journals,  but  they 
would  not  permit  him  to  do  it."*" 

Upon  this  I  need  only  observe  that  the  keeping  their  Proceedings 
a  secret  from  the  government  is  not  only  new  ft  eztraordinavy,  but 
dangerous  in  its  consequences.  As  I  did  not  see  their  minutes  till 
after  they  were  Printed,  I  did  not  know  Ull  then  that  they  intended 
to  Publish  S'  Thomas  Bobinson's  letters  to  me,  and  as  I  found  ^em 
at  large  in  their  minutes,  I  sent  the  House  a  Message  desiring  they 
might  be  left  out,  and  upon  their  refusing  to  comply  with  my  request 
in  that  Particular,  I  sent  an  order  to  the  Printers  to  forbid  the  Pub- 
lication of  those  letters,  which  they  laid  before  the  House,  and  re- 
ceived from  them  a  peremptory  order  to  Publish  them,  which  was 
notified  by  the  Printers  to  me,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  letter. 

Soon  after  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly  one  of  Gov.  Shirie/s 
Commissioners  arrived  here  to  ask  the  aid  of  this  government  as  to 
the  eastern  expeditions,  and  I  sent  a  special  message  to  the  Assem- 
bly, accompanying  a  letter  Mr.  Quincy,  the  Commiss*,  at  my  re- 
quest wrote  to  me  upon  the  subject,  upon  which  they  sent  me  up  a 
iiU  for  striking  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit  to  be 
sunk  by  a  ten  years  continuance  of  the  Excise  at  2500^^  ^  annum. 
Five  thousand  pounds  of  this  money  was  immediately  to  be  paid  to 
the  speaker  and  others,  to  pay  the  sums  they  had  borrowed  by  order 
of  the  House  of  the  3'  of  Jan^  last,  tho'  not  above  IdOO^^"  of  that 
money  has  been  laid  out;  10,000*^  was  to  be  paid  to  a  Committee  of 
the  House,  to  be  appl/d  to  Purchase  Provisions  for  the  use  of  the 
troops  raised  in  the  eastern  governments;  5000^  was  to  be  subject 
to  Gen>  Braddock's  draughts,  and  five  thousand  pounds  was  to  re- 
main in  the  Loan  office,  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  Assembly.  Upon 
a  bill  thus  circumstanced  you  may  imagine  I  could  not  long  hesitate 
and  therefore  sent  them  a  message  that  I  could  not  consent  to  it,  but 
as  I  was  made  to  hope  they  would  come  into  a  tax  and  give  Hand- 

♦  Colon.  Boo.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  827,  &c.    And  274  &  276  of  this  Vol. 
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somely,  I  refnaed  mj  usent  in  the  softest  manner,  without  taking 
any  notice  of  the  extraordinary  steps  they  had  taken  with  respect  to 
S'  Thomas  Robinson's  letters,  or  their  secreting  their  Jonmab. 

Upon  this  refusal  they  resolved  to  borrow  ten  thousand,  pounds 
upon  their  own  eredit,  and  apply  it  to  the  eastern  expedition,  bat 
upon  tryal  they  found  the  mony'd  people  not  inclinable  to  Lend  any 
money  upon  so  precarious  a  security,  whereupon  they  agreed  to 
Issue  notes  payable  to  the  Bearer  in  a  year,  with  five  ^  cent  IDte^ 
est,  and  lest  these  notes  should  not  obtain  a  currency,  I  am  told,  they 
are  forming  an  association  to  circulate  them.  This  in  Effect  is  mak- 
ing paper  money  without  the  Consent  of  the  King  or  Oovemor, 
and  I  think  is  worthy  the  Notice  of  the  government  at  Home,  for  if 
an  Assembly  who  claim  a  right  of  siting  when  &  as  long  as  they 
Please,  of  keeping  their  proceedings  a  secret  from  the  government, 
can  borrow  &  di^se  of  money,  &  circulate  their  notes  without  the 
knowledge  or  Consent  of  the  government,  and  that  without  Limitar 
tion  of  sum,  they  may,  whenever  they  Please,  employ  that  Power 
against  the  G-overnment  by  which  they  are  protected,  and  under 
whose  authority  they  sit  &  act,  and  as  these  their  claims  &  proceed 
ings  are  not  warranted  by  their  Charter  from  your  father,  nor  coun- 
tenanced by  you,  their  Principall  Gov',  they  are  more  Lyable  to 
Censure. 

In  the  Votes  of  the  last  Sessions  you  will  find  the  representation 
of  the  Assembly  to  you  in  1751,  your  answer  thereto,  and  a  reply 
that  has  strained  and  put  the  worst  construction  upon  every  word  of 
your  answer,  and  tho'  every  Judicious,  impartial  reader  must  be  sen- 
sible of  the  un&irness  of  their  reply,  yet  for  such  it  was  not  intended 
but  to  set  the  whole  people  of  this  Province,  as  much  as  Possible, 
against  the  Proprietaiys,  the  secret  of  their  afiairs. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  send  them  a  message  on  the  third  day  of 
this  Instant,  to  put  the  Province  into  a  Posture  of  defence  upon  the 
intelligence  I  had  of  the  French  designs  of  sending  a  fleet  of  ships 
and  a  body  of  Land  forces  to  North  America.  But  I  do  not  find 
that  they  have  any  intention  of  doing  their  duty  in  this  respect. 
Indorsed,  • 

April  9%  1755.     D'r  to  M.  Penn. 


Extract — Capt.  Ruthkbpord  to  Mr,  Allen,  1755. 

Fort  Cumberland,  20  Ap',  1755. 
Sir: 

I  heartily  rejoyce  with  you  and  all  my  good  Friends  at  Phikd*, 
whom  I  have  so  Sencer  regard  for,  on  the  Safe  arrival  of  the  Gen*, 
the  two  Regiments'  Train,  and  upon  their  designing  to  march  im- 
mediately; what  a  pitty  His  they  ant  here  now.  Fort  DuQuesne 
would  be  an  easy  conquest^  where  there  is  not  now  200  French  and 
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IndknB;  ft  oalling  in  their  Indians  ft  receiving  Snooonm  from  Canada 
would  bring  them, very  Slow  relief;  thej  talk  only  of  200  men 
ready  at  a  Gall  from  Winango^  but  their  great  dependanoe  for  next 
Summer  seems  to  be  on  the  numerous  tnbes  of  Indians  who  have 
ensaged  to  join  them.  We  have  very  late  intelligenoes,  both  bv 
Indians  and  three  WoodboyS|  whO;  Crossing  the  Mountains  in  Search 
of  horses  they  had  lost  last  Summer^  were  tdsen  by  a  party  of  French 
and  Indians,  oarryd  to  the  Fort|  and  ezamin'd  as  Spys,  but  after 
threatening  them  with  hanging  if  they  were  ever  found  again  over 
the  mountains,  they  sent  them  back  with  the  next  party,  one  of  which 
they  keep  always  out  this  wav  to  prevent  Desertions,  get  intelligence, 
and  prevent  our  Indian  Traae;  the  French  are  much  alarmed  at  the 
news  they've  gott  from  our  Indians,  as  we  call  them,  &  from  a  De- 
serter from  Capt.  Dagworthy's  Comp^,  of  great  Levvs  in  New  £ng* 
land,  ft  troops  expected  here  from  Briton,  and  ask'd  the  Woodboys 
a  thousand  questions  about  both,  but  they  had  wisely  enough  agreed 
to  pretend  great  ignorance  in  fear  of  contradicting  each  other,  the 
French  calls  this  intirely  an  Indian  Warr,  in  which  they  only  act  as 
auxilarys,  and  told  these  Woodboys  that  had  the  Indians  taken  them 
they  must  have  remained  Slaves  to  them ;  and  as  their  Horses  were 
taken  by  the  Indians,  the  French  would  not  take  them  from  'em ; 
the  party  coming  upon  their  tracts  marched  up  to  them  in  two  bodys 
of  Indians,  six  each,  and  one  of  eight  Frenchmen;  in  the  morning 
before  they  left  their  fire  the  Woodboys  ran  immediately  to  Surrender 
to  the  French,  but  the  Indians  Seised  their  horses* 


TuoMAS  HoRSFiELD  TO  B.  Peters,  1755. 

Beth-,  April  11,  1755. 


Sr  • 


s> 

I  came  home  yesterday  about  noon,  when  I  heard  the  Indians,  of 
whom  Mr.  Spangenberg  Informed  the  Governor,  had  been  a  day  or 
two  already  in  ^th-,  they  (the  Indians)  had  b^n  tould  that  I  was 
sent  to  Philad*  to  acquaint  the  Governor  of  their  coming,  and  that  I 
was  Expected  to  Return  Every  day. 

Mr.  Spangenberg  being  from  home,  we  consulted  together  what 
was  best  to  do,  ft  concladed  to  call  the  Indians  together,  which  was 
done,  &  I  spoke  to  them  by  their  Interpreter,  Jo  fiibbe,  vs.,  That  I 
came  yesteniay  from  Philad*,  ft  that  Governor  Shirly  of  Boston,  & 
Governor  Delanse  of  New  York,  was  there;  and  y*  our  Governor  was 
going  in  company  with  the  two  former  to  Maryland  to  the  Governor 
there,  about  some  very  Important  business;  that  the  Governor 
ordered  a  leter  of  thanks  to  be  wrote  to  Mr.  Spangenberg  for  leting 
him  know  their  coming,  ft  also  to  thank  them  for  their  Intended 
visit,  &  y  he  was  Sorev  it  happened  so  y^  his  business  called  him 
away  at  this  time,  which  would  deprive  him  of  Seeing  y;  and  y*  tb- 

Vol.  U.— 18 
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Qovernor  Expected  the  Six  Nations  to  come  to  Philad*  to  treat  with 
him,  &  he  Soposed  they  would  pass  throo  their  phicey  y*  then  they 
would  have  a  good  opportunity  to  let  the  Governor  know  what  they 
Desired  of  him.  I  then  left  them.  Seemingly  pretty  well  Satisfied^ 
and  I  heard  from  one  of  the  Breth"  y*  understands  some  Indian,  y* 
PockshanoBe,  (y  Chief,)  said  they  would  Betum  home,  which  I  was 
glad  of,  hut  this  morning  I  was  tould  they  was  gone  to  Philad*.  I 
was  Informed  that  two  Irish  Men  pass't  throo  Beth'*  after  I  had  been 
with  the  Indians,  and  Spoke  with  Jo  Bibbe,  the  Interpreter,  and 
tould  him,  the  people  in  Philad*  Expected  the  Indians,  and  was  glad 
to  hear  they  was  ooming,  and  y*  the  Governor  waited  for  them,  and 
would  be  very  glad  to  See  them,  &  prest  them  to  make  haste  downo. 
I  should  .been  very  glad  you  had  obtained  your  desired  wish,  which 
might  have  been  had  not  the  Men  above  Spoke  with  the  interpreter. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  hum*  Serv*. 

TIM.  HORSFIELD, 
To  Rich*  Peters,  Esq', 
at  Philadelphia. 


Gen.  Braddock  to  Gov.  Mobbis,  1755. 

Alexandria,  in  YirgiDia,  I 
April  15th,  1765.       |      * 

Sir: 

As  I  am  iuform'd  there  are  a  Number  of  Indians  in  your  Province 
that  formerly  liv'd  near  the  River  Ohio,  &  Were  driven  from  thence 
by  the  French,  I  must  desire  You  would  acquaint  them  that  I  am 
now  on  my  March  with  a  Body  of  the  King's  Troops,  to  remove  the 
French  from  their  Incroachments  upon  that  River,  &  to  restore  that 
Country  to  our  Allies,  the  Indians,  &  to  protect  them  in  ye  Enjoy- 
ment of  it.  And  as  those  Indians  must  be  very  well  acquainted  w^^ 
that  Country,  &  may  be  very  usefuU  to  me  in  the  Course  of  this 
Expedition,*  I  must  desire  You  will  prevail  w*^  the  able  Men  of  'em 
to  join  me  at  Wills's  Creek,  where  they  shall  be  kindly  reoeiv'd,  & 
in  the  Course  of  the  Service  furnish'd  with  Necessaries. 

You  will  advise  me  of  what  You  do  in  relation  to  this  Affair,  & 
of  the  Number  of  Indians  that  are  to  join  me  from  your  Province,  & 
I  doubt  not  your  Assembly  will  take  care  of  the  Women  &  Children 
'till  the  Return  of  the  men,  as  they  will  bd  very  troublesome  in  the 
Camp. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  Humble  Servant 

E.  BRADDOCK, 

Hon"*  Rob*  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

Indorsed^ — ^Referred  to  in  Council;  23'  Apr.  1755. 
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Sir  Thohas  Robinson  to  Gov.  Mobris,  1755. 

WhitehaH,  16*^  April,  1755. 

Sir: 

The  King  having  thought  it  necessary  for  His  Service,  to  order  a 
Squadron  of  Ships  of  War  to  sail  forthwith  to  America,  under  the 
Command  of  Vice  Admiral  Boscawdn ;  I  am  directed  to  signify  to 
you  His  Majesty's  Pleasure,  that,  in  case  any  Naval  Assistance 
shall  be  wanted  for  the  Protection  of  your  Government,  that  you 
should  apply  for  the  same,  to  the  said  Vice  Admiral,  or  to  Commo- 
dore Keppell,  who  is  already  stationed  in  America,  or  any  other 
Commander  in  Chief,  for  Che  Time  being,  of  His  Majesty's  Ships  in 
those  Seas,  who  will  send  you  such  Assistance,  as  He  may  be  able 
to  do  consistently  with  the  general  service,  &  you  will  regularly 
communicate  to  them  all  such  Intelligence,  as  shall  come  to  your 
knowledge,  concerning  the  Arrival  of  any  Ships  of  War,  or  Vessels 
having  Warlike  Stores  on  Board ;  and  likewise,  all  such  Advices,  as 
may  concern  their  motions  &  Destination,  or  may,  in  any  manner, 
relate  to  that  Part  of  His  Majesty's  Service,  with  which  the  Com- 
manders of  the  King's  Ships  should  be  acquainted,  who  are  properly 
Instructed,  by  the  King's  Order,  to  observe  an  exact  Correspond- 
ence with  you»  during  their  continuance  -^in  America.  And,  for  the 
better  Execution  of  the  Orders  sent  you  in  this  Letter,  you  will  be 
diligent  in  employing  proper  Persons  &  Vessels,  not  only  to  procure 
the  earliest  Intelligence,  but  likewise  to  be  dbpatched,  from  Time  to 
Time,  to  the  said  Commander  of  His  Majesty's  Ships,  with  such 
Accounts,  as  you  shall  have  Occasion  to  communicate  to  Them. 

I  am, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

T.  ROBINSON.     ' 

P.S. — I  have  received  your  Letters  of  Dccf  24  &  29*'*,  &  Janu- 
ary 30**. 

April  16,  1755. 

Indorsed. 
Sir  Tho'  Robinson : 

That  the  King  had  sent  a  fleet  under  Boscawen,  upon  whom,  or 
upon  Com'*'  KcppcF,  I  am  to  call  for  Assistance. 
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W.  Shiblby  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Dear  Morris : 

I  can't  let  Mr.  Franklin  go  without  writing  a  line  to  yon ;  He 
will  inform  you  of  y*  the  Service  he  has  undertaken  to  do  for  the 
General,  &  of  his  success  in  it.  S'  John  S^  Glair  complains  very 
loudly  of  your  not  having  caus4.a  Road  to  be  made  as  he  has  desird, 
thro'  your  Prov*  to  Will's  Creek.  Be  so  good  as  to  forward  my  Let- 
ters to  Boston.  My  Love  to  Staat^.  Let  me  hear  often  from  youi 
&  believe  me  ever, 

T"  most  aff^'y, 

,  W.  SHIRLEY. 

Gov'  Morris,  ^ 

Frederick,  April  23*,  1755. 

Directed. 

To  the  Hon**«  Rob*  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Governor  of  Pensil- 
vania.    No.  25. 


Gen'l  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir: 

In  Consequence  of  His  Majestys  Royal  Orders  for  his  several 
Gov*  upon  this  Continent,  to  maintain  a  strict  Correspondence  upon 
matters  relative  to  his  Service  at  this  Critical  Conjuncture,  I  think 
it  my  Duty  to  observe  to  you,  that  some  weeks  ago,  undoubted 
accounts  arrived  that  the  French  were  fitting  out  at  Brest,  a  strong 
Squadron,  and  Transports  for  a  very  considerable  number  of  Troops, 
the  destination  of  which,  was  Suspected  by  the  Government -at  home, 
to  be  for  North  America.  That  since  then,  wo  have  received  ac- 
counts from  England  of  six  large  men  of  warr  being  sailed  from 
Brest,  with  some  Transports,  and  very  lately  wo  have  had  advices  of 
that  number  of  large  Ships  of  warr,  together  with  some  Transport 
Vessels,  being^een  to  go  into  the  Harbour  of  Louisbourg. 

If  this  should  be  the  Case,  and  the  French  receive  a  reinforce- 
ment of  Troops  from  Europe  this  Spring,  they  may,  doubtless,  in 
conjunction  with  their  Militia  of  Canada,  soon  have  a  superior  force 
upon  this  Continent,  to  that  of  his  Majesty's  regular  and  provincial 
Troops;  and  what  fatal  Effects,  all  the  Colonies,  the  most  Western 
\)f  them,  more  especially,  may  experience  from  it  in  the  courso  of 
this  year,  is  easy  to  Conceive. 

The  two  Last  articles  of  the  before-mentioned  intelltgeuce,  tho' 
not  absolutely  certain,  seem  not  improbable,  and  it  highly  imports 
the  Several  Colonies  to  do  their  respective  parts  for  guarding  even 
against  the  possibility  of  such  an  Event. 


■^-r 
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His  Majesty  hath  been  graciously  pleased  to  farnish  his  Oolonies 
with  upwards  of  Six  thousand  Troops,  (including  the  2000  which  I 
have  lately  raised  in  New  England,  at  the  Expenoe  of  the  Crown, 
for  the  protection  of  No?a  Scotia,  in  which  all  the  others  aro  deeply 
interested,)  for  their  preservation  at  this  crisis  of  their  afikirs.  He 
hath  assisted  his  Colony  of  Virginia  with  Arms  and  money  besides. 
The  four  Colonies  of  New  England,  with  those  of  New  York,  and 
the  New  Jersies,  are  raising  5000  men  for  an  attack  of  the  French 
Fort,  at  Crown  point,  and  their  other  encroachments  upon  Lake 
Ghamplain ;  and  have  determined  to  be  at  the  necessary  Charge  of 
engaging  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  in  this  important  enterprize. 
As  to  the  Exact  number  of  troops  raised  by  the  Govemments  of 
Pensylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  two  Oarolinas,  I  don't 
certainly  know  it.  But  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  it  is  most  rcfa- 
aonable  it  should  be  at  least  equal  to  the  Number  of  Troops  raised 
in  the  Six  most  Eastern  Colonies,  especially  if  it  is  considered,  that 
the  driving  of  the  Enemy  from  their  Doors  is  what  has  occasioned 
the  pressent  motions  of  the  English  upon  the  Ohio  and  Great  Lakes, 
and  brought  every  part  of  his  Majesty's  Territories  upon  this  Con- 
tinent, into  its  present  dangerous  Situation. 

Your  Honour  knows  sd  well  what  your  Govern*,  among  the  rest, 
owes  to  their  king  and  Country  upon  this  extfaordiuary  occasion  for 
Troops,  to  rid  the  English  Colonies  of  the  dangerous  encroachments 
which  the  French  have  already  made,  and  protect  them  against  the 
farther  Attempts  they  are  now  meditating,  that  I  am  persuaded  yon 
will  press  it  upon  your  Assembly  in  the  strongest  manner ;  and 
Can't  but  hope,  that  they  will  think  themselves  so  interested* in  the 
Common  Cause,  as  to  execute  what  your  Honour  shall  xeoommend 
to  them  as  their  Duty  for  promoting  it. 

I  am,  with  very  great  Begard, 

Sir, 
Your  Honour's  Most  Humble, 

and  Most  Obedient  Serv*, 
W.  SHIRLEY. 

The  Hon^>«  Bob*  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.; 
April  24«S  1755. 


W.  Shiblby  to  Gov.  Morbis,  1755, 

Sear  Morris : 

The  Letter  from  the  General  which  accompanies  this,  will  suft* 
eiently  inform  yon  of  the  End  for  which  it  is  wrote ;  But  I  think  it 
necessary  to  apprise  you  that  S'  J.  S*.  Clair  has  conceiv'd  great 
Besentm*  at  your  Neglect  (as  he  calls  it)  for  his  Application  to  you 
for  ye  Boad  there  mention'd.  If  no  Delay  has  happen'd  in  this 
Matter  thro'  your  default,' as  I  should  not  apprehend  it  had,  I  ma^' 
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no  doubt  yon  will  answer  any  Letter  he  may  write  to  yon  npon  it 
in  Sach  manner  as  a  Governor  of  a  Province  should  do  a  Deputy 
Qoarter  Master  Gen^^  and  I  would  advise  you  in  your  next  Dispatches 
to  ye  Secr'y  of  State  to  Set  this  Business  in  its  fair  &  proper  light. 
I  mention  this  not  to  make  any  difference  between  Sir  John  and  you, 
but  that  if  he  should  be  wrongheaded  enough  to  take  upon  himself 
to  make  any  Representation  of  it  at  homC;  yotu:  Character  may  not 
Suffer  for  want  of  the  Truth  being  known. 

I  am,  Dear  Morris, 

Y**  Most  Sincerely, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

Frederick,  April  24, 1755. 

Directed. — ^To  the  Hon^^*  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq^,  Governor 
of  Pensilvanio,  at  Philadelphia. 


Advertisement  of  B.  Franklin  for  "Waggons,"  1755. 

Lancaster,  April  26, 1755. 

WHEREAS  150  Waggons,  with  4  Horses  to  each  Waggon,  and 
1500  Saddle  or  Paok-Horses  are  wanted  for  the  Service  of  his 
Majesty's  Forces  now  about  to  rendezvous  at  WilU's  Greek;  and 
his  Excellency  General  Braddock  hath  been  pleased  to  impower  me 
to  contract  for  the  Hire  of  the  same ;  I  hereby  give  Notice,  that  I 
shall  attend  for  that  Purpose  at  Lancaster  from  this  Time  till  next 
Wednesday  Evening ;  and  at  York  from  next  Tkursdag  Morning 
'till  Friday  Evening ;  where  I  shall  be  ready  to  agree  for  Waggons 
and  Teams,  or  single  Horses,  on  the  following  Terms,  viz. 

IsL  That  there  shall  be  paid  for  each  Waggon  with  4  good  Horses 
and  a  Driver,  Fifteen  Shillings  per  Diem :  And  for  each  able  Horse 
with  a  Pack-Saddle  or  other  Saddle  and  Furniture,  Two  ShOlingt 
per  Diem.  And  for  each  able  Horse  without  a  Saddle,  EigJUem 
Pence  per  Diem. 

2dly.  That  the  Pay  commence  from  the  Time  of  their  joining  the 
forces  at  Wills's  Creek,  (which  must  be  on  or  before  the  twentieth  of 
May  ensuing)  and  that  a  reasonable  Allowance  be  made  over  and 
above  for  the  Time  necessary  for  their  travelling  to  Wills's  Greek 
and  home  again  after  their  Discharge. 

Sdly.  Each  Waggon  and  Team,  and  every  Saddle  or  Pack  Horse 
is  to  be  valued  by  indifferent  Persons,  chosen  between  me  and  the 
Owner,  and  in  Oase  of  the  Loss  of  any  Waggon,  Team  or  other 
Horse  in  the  Service,  the  Price  according  to  such  Valuation,  is  to  be 
allowed  and  paid. 
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AMy.  Seven  Days  Pay  ii  to  be  adranoed  and  paid  in  band  bj 
mo  to  the  Owner  of  each  Waggon  and  Team,  or  Horse,  at  the  Time 
of  c(Hitraoting,  if  rcqaired;  and  the  Remainder  to  be  paid  by  Greneral 
Briiddocky  or  by  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  at  the  time  of  their 
Discharge,  or  from  time  to  time  as  it  shall  be  demanded. 

5/A/y.  No  Drivers  of  Waggons,  or  Persons  taking  care  of  the 
hired  Horses,  are  on  any  Aoeonnt  to  be  called  npon  to  do  the  Doty 
of  Soldiers,  or  be  otherwise  employ'd  than  in  oonducting  or  taking 
Care  of  their  Carriages  and  Horses. 

^hfy.  All  Oats,  Indian  Com  or  other  Forage,  that  Waggons  or 
Horses  bring  to  the  Camp  more  than  is  necessary  for  the  Subsistence 
of  the  Horses,  is  to  be  taken  for  the  Use  of  the  Army,  and  a  reason* 
able  Price  paid  for  it. 

Note,  Mj  Son  WiUtam  FranJdiny  is  impowered  to  enter  into 
like  Contracts  with  any  Person  in  Oumberiand  County. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

To  (Tie  InhahttantB  of  the  Counties  of  Lancaster,  York;  and 

Cumberland. 

Friends  and  Countrymen^ 

BEING  occasionally  at  the  Camp  at  Frederic  a  few  days  since,  I 
found  the  (General  and  Officers  of  the  Army  eztreamly  csasperated, 
on  Account  of  their  not  beipg  supply'd  with  Horses  an(}  Carriages, 
which  had  been  expected  from  this  Province  as  most  able  to  furnish 
them ;  but  thro'  the  Dissentions  between  our  Governor  and  Assem- 
bly.  Money  had  not  been  provided  nor  any  Steps  taken  for  that 
Parpose. 

It  was  proposed  to  send  an  armed  Force  immediatelv  into  these 
Counties,  to  seize  as  many  of  the  best  Carriages  and  Horses  as 
should  be  wanted,  and  compel  as  many  Persons  into  the  Service  as 
would  be  necessary  t^  drive  and  take  care  of  them. 

I  apprehended  that  the  Progress  of  a  Body  of  Soldiers  thro'  these 
Counties  on  such  an  Occasion,  especially  considering  the  Temper 
they  are  in,  and  their  Resentment  against  us,  would  be  attended 
with  many  and  great  Inconveniences  to  the  Inhabitants ;  and  there- 
fore more  willingly  undertook  the  Trouble  of  trying  first  what  might 
he  done  by  fair  and  equitable  Means. 

The  People  of  these  back  Counties  have  lately  complained  to  the 
Assembly  that  a  sufficient  Currency  was  wanting ;  you  have  now  an 
Opportunity  of  receiving  and  dividing  among  yon  a  very  consider- 
able Sum;  for  if  the  Service  of  this  Expedition  should  continue  (as 
it's  more  than  probable  it  will)  for  120  Days,  the  Hire  of  these  Wag- 
gons and  Horses  will  amount  to  upwards  of  Thirty  Uiousand  Pounds, 
which  will  be  paid  you  in  Silver  and  Gold  of  the  King's  Money. 

The  Servicei  will  be  light  and  easy,  for  the  Army  will  scarce  march 
above  12  Miles  per  Day,  and  the  Waggons,  and  Baggage  Horses,  as 
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they  carry  those  Things  that  are  absolnt^sly  necessary  to  the  Welfare 
of  the  Army,  musji  march  with  the  Army  and  no  faster,  and  are,  for 
the  Army's  sake,  always  plac'd  where  they  can  be  most  secare,  whether 
on  a  March  or  in  Gamp. 

If  you  are  really,  as  I  believe  you  are,  good  and  loyal  Subjects  to 
His  Majesty,  you  may  now  do  a  most  acceptable  Service,  and  make 
it  easy  to  yourselves ;  for  three  or  four  of  such  as  cannot  separately 
spare  from  the  Business  of  their  Plantations  a  Waggon  and  four 
Horses  and  a  Driver,  may  do  it  together,  one  furnishing  the  Waggon, 
another  one  or  two  Horses,  and  another  the  Driver,  and  divide  the 
Pay  proportionably  between  you.  But  if  yon  do  not  this  Service  to 
your  Kinff  and  Country  voluntarily,  when  such  good  Pay  and  rea- 
sonable Terps  are  offered  you,  your  Loyalty  will  be  strongly  sus- 
pected ;  the  King's  Business  must  be  done ;  so  many  brave  Troops, 
come  so  far  for  your  Defence,  must  not  stand  idle,  thro'  your  back- 
wardness  to  do  what  may  be  reasonably  expected  from  you ;  Waggons 
and  Horses  must  be  had ;  violent  Measures  will  probably  be  used ; 
and  you  will  be  to  seek  for  a  Recompence  where  you  can  find  it,  and 
your  Case  perhaps  be  little  pitied  or  regarded. 

I  have  no  particular  Interest  in  this  Affair ;  as  (except  the  Satis- 
faction  of  endeavouring  to  do  Good  and  prevent  Mischief)  I  shall 
have  only  my  Labour  for  my  Pains.  If  this  Method  of  obtainiDg 
'  the  Waggons  and  Horses  is  not  like  to  succeed,  I  am  oblig'd  to  send 
Word  to  the  G-eneral  in  fourteen  Days ;  and  I  suppose  Sir  John  Sl 
Clair  the  Hussar,  with  a  Body  of  Soldiers,  will  immediately  enter 
the  Province,  fitr  the  Purpose  aforesaid,  of  which  I  shall  be  sorry  to 
hear,  because 

J  am,  very  nncerely  and  truly 

your  Friend  and  Well-wisher ^ 

B.  FKANKLIN.* 

Indoried. — ^Advertisement  B.  Franklin  for  Waggons,  1755. 


Letter  from  to  Sheriff  of  Phil.,  1755. 

Copy. 

S": 

Being  told  y^  you.  are  about  to  discharge  several  of  the 
Kings  Soldiers  now  in  your  Custody,  without  the  consent 
of  their  officers,  I  think  it  necessary  to  inform  you  that  no  sum 
of  money  can  supply  the  place  of  a  soldier  in  the  Kings  army, 
I  therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  Consider  the  conscqaence 
of  such  a  Procedure  at  a  time  like  this,  and  act  with  caution, 
as  this  whole  affair  is  laid  before   the    Crown,  and  tis  not  im- 

*  Printed  ftom  an  original  printed  handbill. 
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probable  that  every  man;  not  diaoharged  by  dae  course  of  Law> 
may  be  required  of  you. 

To  Ja"*  Goultas,  ^'-^ 

Sheriff  of  y«  City  &  Co'ty  of  Philad*. 
26lh  April,  1756. 

Bft.  of  L*'  to  Cap*.  Coultas;  Sherif,  AprQ  26, 1756. 


B.  Franklin  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sunday. 
Sir: 

I  imagine  that  a  Line  from  your  Hon'  to  the  Speaker  &  Commit* 
tee,  recommending  the  Afiair  of  the  Forage  to  them,  is  all  that  is 
necessary  to  put  the  Matter  in  a  Way  of  being  done  to  your  and 
Capt.  Leslie's  Satisfaction.  If  you  think  fit  I  will  convene  the  Com- 
mittee early  to-morrow,  deliver  your  Letter,  and  do  my  utmoat  to 
forward  the  Business. 

With  the  greatest  Bespect,  I  am. 

Your  Hon**  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

B.  FEANKLIN.. 
Govern'  Morris. 

Indoned. 

B.  Franklin — that  he  would  convene  y*  Committee,  and  advising 
me  to  write  to  them,  which  I  according  did  the  next  day. 

Sunday,  May,  1755. 


Gov.  Shirley  xo  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

The  Bowry,  May  2^,  1755. 
Dear  Sir  :— 

I  found  it  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to  spend  this  day  here,  in 
order  to  be  able  to  go  thro  the  business  necessary  to  be  finished  be- 
fore I  left  the  Province,  and  I  am  in  hopes  to  be  able  to  effect  the 
whole,  before  I  leave  it,  w*^  I  purpose  to  do  at  Six  to  morrow  Even- 
ing, w*^  I  am  told  will  be  in  time  to  reach  Maurisis,  if  we  set  out 
theo  from  N.  York. 

I  am  conoem'd  at  Jack's  telling  me,  you  shall  dot  have  time  to 
nake  a  Draft  of  my  Instructions  to  Col.  Johnson,  w*.^  is  a  matter  of 
great  Gonsequenoe  and  delioaoy,  and  much  more  so  at  hearing  your 

13* 
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reaolaiioii  to  leaye  New  York  before  I  shall  ha^e  an  Opportanity  of 
conBulting  you,  and  shewing  you  my  own  sentim**  upon  it.  You  are 
sensible  I  must  disntiss  Col.  Johnson  before  I  leave  this  place ;  and 
if  I  miffht  ask  that  favour  of  you,  I  shall  be  extremely  oblig'd  to 
you,  if  I  might  have  an  Opportunity  of  talking  with  you  upon  this 
point  before  you  go. 

In  half  an  hour's  time  I  shall  set  down  to  writing,  and  will  come 
to  New  York  in  the  Evening,  to  wait  upon  you  at  such  time  as  will 
best  suit  your  Gonveniency. 

lam, 

Dedr  Sir, 

Your  most  oblig'd  and 

obed'  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

P.  S.  I  have  just  now  discovered  that  a  new  Obstacle  is  laid  in 
the  way  of  raising  the  New  York  Levies,  and  I  thiuk  I  must  look 

upon  it  as  the  contrivance  of ,  &c.,  &o.     I  hope  you  will 

give  me  an  Opportunity  of  seeing  you  before  you  go. 

The  Hon"«  Gov'  Morris. 

In  I  forged. 

Gov'  Shirley,  May  2\  1755. 


Gov,  MoBRis  TO  Col.  Johnson,  1756. 

May  8S  1755,  N.  York- 
Sir  : 

As  I  have  not  been  able,  from  the  Hurry  of  business  you  have 
been  engaged  in,  to  speak  to  you  so  fully  as  I  would  do  upon  the  af- 
fair of  Lydius's  Purchase  of  Lands  in  Pensilvania,  for  some  people 
of  Connecticut,  I  must  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  this  letter  upon 
the  head. 

You  may  remember  the  manner  proposed  effectually  to  distroy 
the  Effect  of  that  Clandestine  transaction  of  Lidiu8,&Kto  prevent  the 
Like  for  the  future,  was  to  envito  the  Six  nations  to  send  deputys  to 
your  House,  to  declare  their  sense  of  that  deed,  and  to  make  an  ab- 
soluto  conveyance  to  the  Proprietary  of  Pensilvania,  of  all  the 
Lands  within  the  Limits  of  their  grant  from  the  Grown,  and  M'. 
Delancy  having  some  doubts  concerning  the  Northern  boundary  of 
M'.  Penn's  Grant^  I  assured  him  that  I  proposed  to  take  the  deed 
from  the  Indians,  in  the  same  words  with  the  Kings  Grant,  having 
no  intention  to  Extend  the  Province  by  an  Indian  Purchase,  further 
than  the  Bounds  expressed  in  the  Royal  Charter  would  carry  it. 
This  I  believe  has  satisfied  M^  Delancy,  as  he  has  made  no  farther 
objection  to  the  things  fdr  carrying  it^erefore  into  Kxeoution. 
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I  propose,  that  agreeable  to  your  friendly  offer  of  aB&iataiioe  in 
this  affair,  That  yoa  should  invite  Six  .nations  to  your  Housot  £i« 
iher  solely  upon  this  subject,  or  Joyn  this.invitation  with  the  one 
yon  are  to  send  them  upon  the  Publio  Service,  or  take  no  Notice  of 
it  in  the  Invitation^  as  you  shall  Judge  best,  &  That  you  will  be 
good  enough  to  let  me  know  the  time  appointed  for  their  being  at 
your  House,  that  I  may  send  proper  Commissioners  to  transact  this 
matter,  under  your  advice  and  assistance.  Gov  Shirley;  to  whom  I 
have  fully  communicated  this  matter  is  of  opinion  that  the  making 
this  Purchase,  at  the  time  of  your  meeting  with  them  upon  other 
matters  will  be  very  proper,  and  not  in  the  least  to  interfere  with 
the  Publio  service. 

As  to  the  consideration  I  think,  besides  a  sum  of  money  down 
there  must  be  an  annual  payment  for  a  certain  term  of  years,  to  be 
agreed  on  at  the  meeting,  in  which  your  advice  will  have  great 
weight  with  me  and  the  Persons  employed. 

1  have  orders  from  the  Proprietarys  of  Pensilvania  to  return  you 
their  thanks  for  tbe  part  you  have  taken  in  this  affair,  and  to  beg 
the  Continuance  of  your  good  offices,  which  you  may  be  assured  will 
meet  with  the  most  grateiul  return  from  them. 

I  am^  &o. 

Indorsed. 

Dtt  Letter  to  Coll.  Johnson,  about  Lidius's  PurohasCi  and  the 
meeting  with  the  Indians  at  his  House. 

2  May,  1755. 


Gen.  B&addock  to  Gov.  Mokris,  1755. 

Winchester,  May  the  4th,  1755. 
Sir, 

I  have  receiv'd  a  Letter  from  Captain  Rutherford  at  Will's 
Creek,  acquainting  me  that  an  open  Trade  is  carry'd  on  with  tho 
Prench,  from  Reastown  and  Aghwick,  within  your  Government,  by 
means  of  the  Indiaps^in  their  Alliance;  That  they  are  thereby  sup- 
ply'd  with  powder  and  whatever  they  have  occasion  for,  &  receive 
mil  the  Intelligence  they  desire ;  as  it  is  of  tbe  greatest  Consequence 
that  this  Trade  should  be  immediately  suppress'd,  I  must  desire  you 
to  use*  your  utmost  Endeavours  to  put  an  effectual  Stop  to  it. 

The  indos'd  Copy  of  a  Complaint  from  one  Arthur  Delap  which 
I  also  received  from  Captain  Rutherford,  will  show  you  the  insolent 
&  traiterous  Behaviour  of  some  of  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Frontier 
of  your  province;  Immediately  upon  my  arrival  at  Will's  Creek  I 
shall  take  'em  into  Custody,  if  you  have  it  in  your  power  to 
punish  'em  with  the  Severity  that  theif  .Crime  deserves,  they  shal^ 
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be  delivered  into  your  HandS;  if  not,  I  shall  find  oat  soma  method 
of  dealing  with  'em  myself. 

I  am.  Sir; 

Your  most  Hamble  & 

most  Obedient  Servant, 

E.  BRADDOCK. 

Indoned. — General  Braddook. 

In  Oonnoil,  12  May,  1755,  N.  81.— Copy'd. 


Copy  op  Bond  on  thb  Part  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Eiira 

FOR  Arms,  &c.,  1755. 

This  Indentnre  made  the  fifth  day  of  May  in  the  29th  year  of  the 
Beign  of  oar  Sovereign  Lord  Greorge  the  Second,  by  the  Grace  of 
God  King  of  Great  Britain,  France  &  Ireland,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  &c..  Between  his  Grace  the  Dnke  of  Marlborough,  Master 
General  of  his  Majesty's  Ordinance,  &  the  principal  Officers  of  the 
same  on  the  behalf  of  the  Kings  most  Excellent  Majesty  on  the  one 
part,  &  James  Hamilton  and  John  MifBin  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  Esquires,  on  behalf  of  the 
Government  of  the  said  Province  on  the  other  part,  Witnesseth, 
That  the  said  James  Hamilton  &  John  Mifflin  have  received  ont  of 
His  Majesty's  Stores  within  the  Office  of  Ordinance  at  Boston  in 
New  England,  Six  hundred  Firelocks,  600  Bayonets,  600  Cartouch 
boxes,  Fifteen  barrells  of  Powder,  Three  Tuns  of  Musket  Bail  & 
five  thousand  Flints  for  the  defence  of  the  said  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  hereby  Promise  on  behalf  of  the  said  Province  to  be 
accountable  to  the  said  Master  general  &  principal  officers  of  his 
Majesty's  Ordinance  for  all  the  said  Arms  k  Accoutrements,  &  that 
the  same  shall  be  returned  (such  only  as  shall  be  lost  by  inevitable 
accidents  in  actual  Service  only  excepted,)  to  His  Majesty's  Comp- 
troller of  the  Ordinance  in  North  America,  in  such  place  and  at 
such  time  as  shall  be  appointed  by  his  Excellency,  William  Shirley, 
Esq'.,  Commander  in  chief  of  His  Majesty's  Forces  there,  x)r  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  same  for  the  time  being,  &  that  all  defi- 
ciencies in  the  said  Arms  &  Accoutrements  (except  as  before  is  ex- 
cepted,) shall  be  made  good  by  the  Government  of  the  aforesaid 
Colony.     In  Witness  whereof,  the  said  James  Hamilton  and  John 
Mifflin  have  set  their  hands  and  Seals  the  day  and  year  above  men- 
tioned. 

JAMES  HAMILTON,  [L.  S  ] 

JOHN  MIFFLIN,  [L.  S.] 
*  Sec  QoT'rs  answer,  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  VI.  p.  880-881.  " 
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« 

Sealed  &  deUvered  in  the  Presence  of 

EioHARD  Peters, 

Secretary. 
Jo.  Turner. 

Copy. 
7iuZorsec2.— -5th  May,  1755. 

Copy,  Bond  by  way  of  Indenture  to  his  Majesty  on  reoeiving 
Arms,  &o. 


Gen'l,  Ass'y,  of  Conn. — ^Memorial  of  Saml.  Hazard*  for 

Western  Lands,  1755, 

Anno  Regni  Regis  Qeorgij  2"  28»'»- 

At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Crovemor  and  Company  of  his 
Majestys  English  Colony  of  Conneoticat,  in  New  England,  in  Ame- 
rica, holden  at  Hartford,  in  said  Colony,  on  the  second  Thursday  of 
May,  Annoqae  Domini,  1755 

Whereas,  Samuel  Hazard  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
Province  of  Pensylvania,  Merchant,  by  his  Petition  or  Memorial 
preferred  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  this  Colony,  in  the  Ses- 
sions of  this  present  Assembly,  hath  shown  that  he  hath  projected 
a  Scheme  for  settling  a  New  Colony  within  his  Majestys  Dominions, 
to  begin  at  the  distance  one  Hundred  Miles  •.  .  •  .  westward  of  the 
teesterfy  Boundaries  of  Pensylvania,  and  thence  to  extend  One 
handred  miles  to  the  westward  of  Missisipi,  and  to  be  divided  from 
Virginia  and  Carolina  by  the  great  Chain  of  Mountains  that  rnn 
along  the  continent,  from  the  North-East  to  the  South- West  parts 
of  America,  and  hath  represented  and  set  forth  the  ends  and  mo- 
tives as  well  as  the  general  Plan  thereof,  and  that  as  it  is  apprehended 
the  said  Country  or  a  considerable  part  thereof  is  situate  and  compre- 
hended within  the  ancient  Lines  and  Boundaries  of  the  Grant  made 
by  the  Royal  Charter  given  by  his  late  Majesty  King  Charles  the 
Second,  to  the  Govcroor  and  Company  of  this  Colony,  in  the  Year 
of  our  Lord,  One  Thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-two,  so  there 
may  arise  an  Objection  against  his  proceeding-  in  so  important  an 
undertaking  unless  the  same  be  removed ;  And  therefore  has  peti- 
tioned this  Assembly  for  a  grant  or  release  to  him  of  such  Right  or 
Claim  as  is,  or  may  be  supposed  to  be  vested  in  said  Governor  and 
Company,  that  he  might' without  any  Objections  from  that  Quarter 
make  his  Humble  Application  to  his  Majesty  for  his  Royal  Grant 
mad  favour  in  the  Premisses  for  the  end  and  purposes  aforesaid,  as 
by  the  said  Memorial  and  Schisme  thereunto  annexed,  reffcrance 
thereto  being  had  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear. 

*  Qrandfathtr  of  the  E^tor. 
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Whereupon  this  Court  having  taken  the  matter  into  their  serions 
oonsideratlon,  and  apprehending  the  settlement  of  a  Colony  ia  the 
County  aforesaid,  with  such  Limits  and  Boundaries  as  his  Majesty 
shall  think  proper  on  the  plan  aforesaid ,  or  in  some  measure  agtee- 
ahle  thereto  for  the  investing  and  security  of  the  Rights,  Properties 
and  Priviledges  of  the  Settlers,  will  greatly  promote  his  Majestys 
iuterest,  secure  his  Dominions  and  have  a  most  happy  tendanoy  for 
the  protection  and  Defence  of  the  British  Plantations  in.  America^ 
and  be  an  Eminent  means  to  win  and  invite  the  Natives  of  the 
Country  to  the  Knowledge  and  Obedience  of  the  only  true  God  and 
Saviour  of  Mankind,  and  the  Christian  Faith,  and  therein  answer 
that  which  is  expressed  in  the  said  Royal  Charter  to  ba  the  principal 
End  of  this  Plantation.     Therefore  this  Court  do  most  humbly 
Recomend  the  said  Samuel  Hazard  and  those  who  may  undertake 
with  him  in  this  great  and  important  design  to  his  sacrcni  Majesty's 
gracious  Notice  and  favour,  and  if  it  may  be  consistant  with  his 
Royal  Wisdome  and  Pleasure  to  order  and  direct  the  Settlement  of 
a  Colony  in  the  said  Country  or  part  thereof,  and  grant  unto  the  said 
Petitioner  and  those  who  shall  engage  therein,  such  Lands,  Rights, 
Priviledges  and  Immunities  as  his  Majesty  shall  be  graciously  pleased 
to  determine  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.     This  Court  do  declare  their 
free  consent  thereunto,  and  for  promoting  so  extensive  and  benefi- 
cient  design,  do  freely  relinquish  and  give  up  to  the  said  Samuel 
Hazard  for  himself  and  in  Trust  for  those  concerned,  and  to  be  en- 
^ged  therein,  all  the  Right,  Claim  or  Challenge  that  is  or  may  be 
made  to  such  Country  or  Territory  as  his  Majesty  shall  Judge  pro- 
per to  settle  as  aforesaid  by  the  Governor  and  Company  aforesaid  or 
any  from  them,  that  no  objection  or  obstruction  may  arise,  be  made 
or  suggested  against  so  great  Service  for  our  King  and  Country  on 
Account  of  such  Claim  or  Right,  or  by  pretence  and  Colour  thereof. 

Provided,  the  Petitioner  Obtain  his  Majesty's  Royal  Grant  and 
order  for  settling  the  said  Colony,  and  proceed  therein  under  and 
according  to  such  Limitations,  Restrictions  and  Orders  as  his  Majesty 
shall  be  pleased  to  appoint. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  public  Records  of  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut. 

Examined  By 

GEORGE  WTLLTS,  Secref  y. 
*  This  belongs  to  MSS.  Copies  from  Connecticut,  Vol.  I.,  in  Secry's.  office. 
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Gen'l  Ass'r  OF  Conn.,  on  Petition  of  Susquehanna  Co., 

1755. 

Anno  Bcgni  Regis  Georgij  2"  28^«" 

At  a  Oeneral  Assembly  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  hit 
Majesty's  English  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England,  in  Ame- 
rica, holden  at  Hartford,  in  said  Colony,  on  the  2'  Thursday  of  May 
Anno  Domini,  1755. 

Upon  the  Petition,  of  Phineas  Lyman,  Roger  Wolcott,  Jun'., 
Samuel  Gray,  Abraham  Devenport,  Esq'.,  and  others  their  Associ- 
ates, to  the  number  of  about  Eight  Hundred  and  Fifty,  known  by  the 
Name  of  the  Susquehanna  Company,  by  their  Agents  George  Wyllys, 
Daniel  Edwards,  Samuel  Talcott,  Thomas  Seymour  and  EliphaJet 
Dyer,  representing  that  this  Colony,  according  to  the  express  Limits 
of  its  Royal  Charter  is  in  extent  from  the  Naragansett  Baj|r  on  the 
£ast,  to  the  South  Sea  to  the  West,  and  on  the  Sea  |Shore  on  the 
South  to  the  Line  of  the  Masachusotts  Province  on  the  North,  that 
within  and  towards  the  western  parts  of  its  Limits,  are  and  Time 
immemorial  have  been  large  numbers  of  the  Indian  Natives,  com- 
mQnly  called  the  Six  Nations,  dwelling,  improving  and  claiming  a 
large  extent  thereof. 

That  a  certain  large  parcell  of  such  their  Ckim  situate  and  lying 
on  the  Waters  of  the  Susquehanna  about  Seventy  Miles,  North  and 
South,  and  from  about  Ten  Miles  East  of  said  River,  Extending 
Westward  two  Degrees  of  Longitude,  they  s^id  Nations  finding  not 
necessary  for  their  own  use  have  for  very  valuable  Consideration  been 
induced  to  relinquish  and  sell  to  the  said  Petitioners,  and  that  some 
well  ordered  Plantation  in  so  near  a  Neighbourhood  to  said  Nations 
might  most  likely  be  a  means  to  Cement  and  fix  them  in  friendship 
with  his  Majesty's  Subjects,  and  that  they  the  said  Indian  Nations 
are  desirious  such  Settlement  might  be  promoted  and  carryed  on  as 
being  conducive  to  their  Interest  and  Safety. 

And  thereupon  praying  the  consent  of  this  Assembly  that  his 
Majesty  if  it  be  his  royal  Pleasure,  Grant  said  Lands  to  the  Peti- 
tioners and  their  Associates,  thereon  to  Erect  and  settle  a  Colony 
for  the  more  effectual  securing  said  Indians  in  his  Majesty's  Interest 
and  Defence  of  his  Majesty  s  Dominions  in  North  America,  with 
liiberty  of  further  purchases  of  said  Indians  to  said  purpose  as  occa- 
Bion  may  be. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  they  are  of  Opinion  that  the 
peaceably  and  Orderly  Erecting  and  carrying  on  some  new  and  well 
regulated  Colony  or  Plantation  on  the  Lands  abovesaid,  would  greatly 
tend  to  fix  and  secure  said  Indian  Nations  in  Allegiance  to  his 
Majesty  and  Friendship  with  his  Subjects,  and  accordingly  hereby 
manifest  their  rtedy  Acquiescence  therein,  if  it  should  be  his  Majestys 
Boyal  Pleasure  to  Grant  said  Lands  to  said  Petitioners,  and  there- 
upon Erect  and  Settle  a  New  Colony  in  such  Form  and  under  suo^ 
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regulations  as  might  bo  consistant  with  his  Royal  Wisdom,  and  also 
take  leave  hamblj  to  recomend  the  said  Petitioners  to  his  Royal 
Favour  in  the  premisses. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  public  Records  of  the  State  o^  Con* 
necticut. 

Examined  By 

GEORGE  WYLLYS,  Secret'y. 

In  full  Testimony  to  the  Truth  of  the  several  Copies  by  mc  at- 
tested, which  are  contained  in  this  Roll,  the  public  Seal  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut  is  hereunto  affixed  at  Hartford  in  said  State,  tbb  2' 
day  of  Octoberi  Anno  Dom.  1782. 

GEORGE  WYLLYS,  Secret'y  * 

[  SEAL.  ] 


Thomas  and  Richakd  Pbkn  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir, 

It  is  with  the* utmost  concern  we  find  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives refuse  to  pass^uch  a  Bill  for  raising  a  Supply  to  His  Majesty, 
as  you  can  give  your  assent  to :  but  in  a  time  of  so  great  danger  to 
the  publick  safety,  we  think  it  by  no  means  proper  to  remain  easy 
under  such  a  refusal,  and  therefore,  do  hereby  require  of  you,  imme- 
diately on  the  receipt  of  this,  to  call  the  Assembly,  and  demand  of 
them  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  Supplys,  to  be  applyed  as  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Forces  shall  direct,  and,  in 
case  they  should  refuse  and  adjourn,  you  are  to  call  them  again 
immediately,  and  renew  your  said  demands  upon  them  on  the  alle- 
giance which  they  owe  to  the  Crown,  and  so  continue  to  do,  as 
often  as  they  shall  adjourn,  without  complying  with  his  Majesty's 
Orders.  This  you  are  to  acquaint  them  you  do  by  our  express 
direction,  and  we  desire  you  will  avoid  entering  into  any  disputes, 
and  confine  yourself  to  make  the  necessary  demands  in  the  most 
pressing  manner. 

We  most  strictly  injoin  you  to  take  every  method  in  your  power 
to  assist  the  Common  Cause,  and  as  an  encouragement  to  our  Ten- 
ants, who  may  be  able  and  willing  to  serve  against  his  Majesty's 
Enemys,  Let  it  be  immediately  notifyed  in  the  most  publick  man- 
ner, that  such  of  them  as  shall  so  assist  in  their  own  persons,  shall 
hold  their  Lands  free  of  all  Quit  Rents  for  the  timo  of  such  their 
respective  Service. 

*  Seo  note  on  p.  802. 
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We  expect  and  believe  that  joa  will  carry  tbese  Orders  into  eze- 
oation  with  the  utmost  zeal,  and  remain 

Your  very  affectionate  Friends^ 

THO.  PENN, 
RICH'©.  PKNN. 
London,  May  lOth,  1755. 
Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

Directed, — ^To  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq^i 
lieutenant  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 


Wm.  Parsons  to  R.  Peters,  1755. 

Eaaton,  May  the  10th,  1755. 

Sir, 

The  Lieut*  of  Cap*  Parker's  Comp^  in  Goll>  Shyler's  Regiment 
bts  been  beating  up  for  Volenteers  in  this  Town  and  would  gladly 
have  taken  our  Prisoners  out  of  Gaol,  who  are  very  williug  to  go, 
but  as  I  had  not  received  your  answer  to  my  last  Letter  I  could  not 
consent  to  their  enlisting.  I  am  now  every  Day  upon  the  dry  Land 
and  have  Tenants  ready  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  Tracts  that  are 
laid  out.  Please  to  favour  me  by  a  Line  or  two  with  what  further 
Instructions  the  Proprietaries  have  sent  by  the  last  Ship  from 
London  concerning  the  dry  Lands.  Mr.  Chapman  is  removed  with 
bis  Family  into  this  County,  and  I  persuade  my  self  he  will  be  of 
great  use  in  those  parts,  especially  if  the  Governor  should  think  fit 
to  inolade  him  in  the  Commission  of  the  Peace.    I  am  Sir, 

Your  obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

WM.  PARSONS. 
Rich*.  Peters,  Esq'. 

Direction. — ^To  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 
Ry  the  Favour  of  Lewis  Gordon,  Esq'. 


.    Thomas  Penn  to  Gov.  Morris,  1T55. 

Sir, 

I  write  this  to  take  its  chance  by  any  Ship  for  America,  to  inform 
yon  that  on  Tuesday  the  Address  of  the  Assembly  came  on  to  be 
heard  by  GounoH  before  the  Lords  of  Trade,  when  their  Council 
bent  the  force  of  their  Argument  against  the  King's  Instj^nctionS) 
tho'  not  mentibned  in  the  Remonstrance  and  spent  the  greatest  part 
of  their  time  upon  that  point,  they  did  not  shew  any  particular  In- 
struction from  us,  or  prove  that  we  had  given  any,  or  produce  any 
other  proof,  but  relyed  on  the  Address,  we  on  our  part  denyed  we 
had  given  any  Instruction  that  was  an  infringement  of  the  Charter 
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or  of  dangerous  conseqnenoe  to  the  British  Interest,  insisted  on 
refusing  to  commanicato  Instructions  to  the  Assemblji  but  declared 
ourselves  willing  to  Lay  them  before  the  King  and  his  Ministers 
privately,  if  their  Lordships  vrere  not  satisfied  with  our  declaration ; 
the  Council  that  appeared  on  your  part,  for  we  thought  it  not  proper 
for  our  Council  to  say  any  thing  in  support  of  Royal  Instructions, 
pleaded  the  Royal  Instruction,  S'  Dudley  Ryder's  opinion  upon  it, 
and  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  Eaatem  Governments.  I  had  no 
reason  from  what  passed  to  fear  a  Report  in  favour  of  the  Assembly, 
but  the  next  morning  I  thought  it  proper  to  wait  upon  the  Board, 
to  declare  the  great  concern  I  was  under  that  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania should  distinguish  itself  by  a  conduct  so  disobedient  to  the 
Royal  Command,  that  I  had  never  given  any  Instruction  to  prevent 
the  Assembly's  granting  supplys  to  the  Crown,  on  the  contrary  had 
given  Instructions  to  yon  to  press  them  for  Supplys,  and  to  do  every 
thing  in  their  power  for  the  common  Cause,  and  that  I  was  ready  to 
shew  the  Board  all  the  Instructions  we  had  given  if  they  had  any 
doubt  remaining  or  desire  to  see  them.  My  Lord  Hallifax  declared 
that  they  were  fully  satisfied  with  my  conduct,  had  no  reason  to 
believe  I  had  given  any  improper  Instructions,  and  thought  I  acted 
a  part  very  much  to  my  own  honour  in  coming  to  the  Board  and 
personally  making  that  declaration,  and  they  would  take  care  to 
represent  it  accordingly.  They  enter'd  into  Conversation  on  some 
part  of  your  proceedings,  which  we  had  printed  together  with  the 
Minutes  of  the  year  before,  to  shew  by  Jhe  several  Questions  for  a 
Supply,  (to  which  they  had  subjoined  the  Names  of  the  Members,) 
how  very  zealous  they  were  to  comply  with  the  King's  Orders,  and 
with  regard  to  the  Law  for  five  years  in  the  Eastern  Governments. 
They  were  of  opinion  your  argument  upon  it  was  of  very  great 
weight,  and  I  am  well  satisfied  they  will  report  their  opinion 
strongly  in  favour  of  it;  my  Lord  Hallifax  of  himself  taking  notice 
that  the  only  reason  for  not  including  Pennsylvania  in  that  Act 
was  as  the  Paper  Money  of  that  Province  was  issued  on  another 
foundation,  the  fund  on  which  it  was  established  was  certain,  and  the 
ill  consequences  attending  the  emissions  of  the  other  sorts  in  the 
Eastern  Governments,  not  attending  it,  there  was  no  necessity  for 
restraining  us;  I  have  since  seen  Mr.  Paris  who  has  been  informed 
by  Mr.  Pownal  that  the  Board  has  ordered  a  Report  to  be  drawn  up 
in  the  strongest  Terms  against  the  Petitioners,  so  that  there  is  not 
the  Least  doubt  but  they  will  be  most  severely  censured. 

As  this  is  the  case,  which  we  fully  expected,  We  think  it  abso* 
lutely  necessary  to  press  the  Assembly  in  season  and  out  of  season 
to  grant  Supplys,  and-are  advised  to  it  by  some  very  good  Friends 
here,  for  which  purpose  you  have  herewith  an  order  from  us  to  call 
them  together,  and  make  the  necessary  demands,  yon  have  a  right 
to  do  This,  and  we  desire  you  will  not  in  the  least  consider  what  is 
said  by  them  and  their  party  on  the  occasion,  for  if  they  will  not  do 
what  is  right  the  mox^  indecent  their  behaviour  is  the  better^  as  it 
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may  be  attended  with  good  consequences  here,  both  to  the  canse  and 
to  jonrself,  whose  proceedings  ore  much  approved  of  by  the  Board 
of  Trade }  therefore  yon  will  steadily  pursue  the  Business,  without 
suffering  yourself  to  lose  your  Temper,  by  the  answers  you  may 
meet  with,  and  repeat  the  same  to  the  next  Assembly,  if  it  does  not 
act  a  more  dutiful  part,  not  giving  up  the  point  you  fixed  yourself 
to.  I  shall  write  you  by  all  conveyances,  and  send  a  Copy  of  the 
Report  when  it  comes  out.  When  you  write  next  to  give  me  an 
account  of  what  you  shall  do  in  this  Business,  inform  me  what  you 
have  done  with  the  Money  raised  in  the  Lower  Gountys.  I  enclose 
yon  a  Letter  I  wrote  which  should  have  gone  by  the  last  Ships  at 
the  desire  of  my  good  Friend  Mr.  West  of  the  Treasury,  whose 
Friend  I  wish  to  serve.    I  am 

Sir, 

Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

THO.  PENN. 
London,  May  10th,  1755. 

I  desire  you  will  send  for  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr.  Hockley,  and  give 
them  your  advice  about  seizing  for  Arrears  of  Quit  Rent,  which  I 
think  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  do,  as  the  party  have  thrown  out 
their  intention  to  enter  into  combinations  to  oppose  our  recovering 
oar  Rents.  I  should  have  told  you  that  Mr.  Henley  the  Conncu 
for  the  Address,  told  his  Clients  he  would  not  ask  for  the  sight  of 
our  Instructions,  the  demand  being  such  an  one  as  ought  not  to  be 
complyed  with,  which  was 'the  general  opinion  of  every  body. 

P.  S.  The  Letter  enclosed  herein,  and  the  last  by  Captain  Shade 
differ  a  little  from  the  first,  and  were  altered  to  make  them  more 
perswasive,  wherefore  we  desire  you  will  make  use  of  them. 

Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

Jndaned.'^Mtij  10th,  1755,  Mr.  Penn. 


Mr.  Peters  to  William  SHtRLEY,  Secretary  of  Gen. 

Braddock,  1755. 

Sir: 

I  own  myself  under  no  small  uneasiness  at  not  having  received  a 
Line  from  you.  The  whiling  time,  you  know,  is  always  a  disagree- 
able one,  but  the  good  naturd  man,  the  moment  he  sees  a  good  Din- 
ner oome  in,  thinks  nothing  of  what  is  past,  but  falls  to,  eats  hear- 
tily,  and  if  his  Entertainer  bo  ohearful  and  affectionate  accepts  every 
ibtare  Invitation  with  Pleasure.  In  this  temper  I  found  myself  at 
the  cloee  of  your  Letter,  perfected  delighted  with  my  Fare,  and  in 
high  hopes  t>f  the  continuance  of  a  good  Table. 

It  was  an  unlucky  Incident  that  I  was  not  come  up  to  the  Go- 
femora  when  they  sett  off  from  Annopolis.  M'.  Franklin  and.  I 
neie  indeed  desired  by  oar  Governor  to  follow,  but  then  We  moat 
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have  brought  along  with  Us  Heaps  of  People,  who  as  they  were 
invited  bj  the  several  GovernorSy  would  have  expected  Civiiitiesy  that 
in  such  a  Place  and  at  such  a  time,  coud  not  have  been  convenient, 
and  therefore  we  thought  it  best  to  stay  where  we  were. 

Governors  Shirley  and  Morris  were  pleased  to  tell  me,  that  I  was 
depended  upon  for  Intelligence  of  the  situation  of  Indian  affairs  on 
the  Ohio,  and  desired  me  to  muster  up  all  my  Knowledge  of  this 
sort  in  order  to  communicate  it,  if  asked,  to  the  Council,  and  as  In- 
dian Business  seems  to  me  to  have  been  little  understood,  and  not 
enough  attended  to  by  the  Government  of  Virginia,  I  believe  I  could 
have  been  of  some  Service. 

By  a  Letter  I  have  seen  from  Cap*.  Rutherford,  no  Indians  have 
been  employed  as  Scouts  and  Messengers  to  the  several  Tribes  of 
Indians  living  beyond  the  Ohio,  which  I  am  surprised  at,  as  this 
shoud  have  been  taken  care  of  the  moment  Gov**  Dinwiddie  was  fur- 
nished with  the  means ;  it  is  true,  these  Services  consume  a  great 
deal  of  money,  and  those  who  are  at  first  employd  will  some  of  them 
deceive,  but  money  ought  not  to  be  spared,  &  tho  some  would  have 
proved  unfaithful,  yet  others  woud  not,  but  have  detected  the  false 
ones  &  supplied  better  in  their  stead. 

Bribery,  among  the  Indians  no  more  than  among  the  French,  is 
not  deemed  a  crime,  but  a  mark  of  respect,  and  a  proof  that  you 
know  their  Importance,  &  whoever  neglects  it  is  impolitic  &  will 
suffer. 

I  have  been  led  into  a  mistake  by  imagining,  that  Gov  Dinwiddie 
had  laid  a  Scheme  to  procure  a  meeting  at  Winchester  between  the 
Southern  &  Northern  Indians,  &  that  such  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  se- 
veral Nations  that  were  known  to  be  well  affected  to  the  English, 
had  been  previously  engaged  to  attend  this  meeting. 

Certainly  some  general  meeting  was  necessary  and  expected  by  the 
Indians,  that" both  they  and  We  might  see  what  number  were  for 
and  what  against  the  French  Encroachments,  &  in  case  it  shond 
have  appeared  that  a  majority  was  on  the  Side  of  the  French,  then 
it  might  have  been  prudent  to  have  tried  to  bring  the  Indiana  over 
to  a  general  neutrality — and  it  is  the  opinion  of  M**.  Weiser,  our 
Indian  Interpreter,  and  my  own,  that  tBis  could  have  boon  effected, 
and  would  have  saved  the  General  an  immense  Trouble,  &  the 
Grown  an  heavy  ezpence. 

But  as  matters  now  stand,  and  the  General  is  already  now  on  his 
march,  I  know  no  better  method  than  that  you  are  in,  namely,  to 
employ  M*".  Croghan,  M'.  Montour,  M'.  Frasier,  and  others,  who 
have  influence  over  the  Indians,  &  must  certainly  know  their  dispel 
sitions,  and  try  to  get  as  many  as  you  can ;  tho  I  have  very  poor 
hopes,  because  tho  the  Indians  have  been  maintained  at  a  great  ez- 
pence by  this  Province,  and  have  during  the  whole  Winter  been 
passing  between  tho  French  Camp,  &  their  Place  of  Besidenoe  at 
Aucquiok,  yet  they  have  brought  no  material  Information,  and  de- 
clined, if  not  refused,  to  attend  the  Comm'*  to  survey  the  oonntrj, 
in  order  to  find  out  good  Places  for  Roads. 
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At  tte  oponiag  of  this  Spring  I  expected  M'.  Groghan  would 
^IwTe  reoeived  answers  from  the  TwightweeS;  Owendats,  Piankis- 
haws,  and  other  Tribes  of  Western  Indians,  to  whom  thn  Goyern- 
ment  had  sent  Messages  in  the  Fall,  but  if  he  has  reoeiyed  their 
smawers  he  has  not  communicated  them,  &  perhaps  does  not  chuae 
to  do  it  till  he  comes  tQ  the  Gamp.  Some  of  these  Indians  will  cer- 
tainly be  with  the  army,  at  least  to  watch  your  motions  and  observe 
whether  you  are  likely  to  succeed,  and  if  so,  to  strike  in  when  they 
«aa  assure  themselves  of  Safety. 

Within  two  days  after  our  Governors  Return  from  Alexandria, 
an  Express  was  dispatched  to  M'.  Croghan,  with  Messages  to  all 
the  Tribes  of  Indians  with  whom  this  Province  has  an  Interoouise, 
to  repair  forthwith  to  the  General  and  receive  his  Orders,  and  I 
make  no  doubt  but  every  thing  was  dispatched  in  the  very  qtiickest 
manner. 

By  M'.  Evans's  map,  which  he  has  enclosed  in  this  Packet  to 
jou,  the  Country  to  the  West  of  Ohio  will,  I  think,  be  pretty  well 
known,  at  least,  well  enough  for  your  present  Use.  It  will  imme- 
diately occur  to  you  that  Sbippcnsburgh,  not  Will's  Creek,  woud 
have  been  the  most  convenient  Place  for  the  Camp,  as  well  on  acoo* 
of  health  &  Provisions,  as  nearness  of  Situation  &  Roads  over  the . 
mountains,  plentiful  Supplies  are  to  be  had  there,  and  you  would 
have  been  as  near  your  Place  of  destination,  and  have  saved  the  Ex- 
pence  of  Carriage,  which  is  almost  as  much  as  the  Price  of  the  Pro« 
visions. 

Sir  W"*  Peppercl  has  only  two  companies  of  one  hundred  men, 
and  eight  more  of  26  private  men  each,  but  as  his  officers  have  had 
pretty  good  Success  in  recruiting  in  this  Province,  I  hope  he  will 
soon  compleat  his  Regiment. 

It  is  a  terrible  misfortune  that  the  arms  are  not  arrived  from  Eng- 
land at  Boston,  since  the  Forces  are  ready  to  embark  for  Nova  Sco- 
tia, and  purely  detaind  on  that  account. 

The  French  have  no  doubt  heard  of  the  Eastern  designs,  &  will 
not,  I  think,  venture  to  part  with  any  of  their  Force  to  the  Ohio. 

By  not  receiving  any  advices  from  England,  it  looks  as  if  there 
were  Negotiations  for  an  amicable  Accommodation  of  differences  be- 
tween the  two  Courts,  and  that  you  may  be  epoployed  to  receive 
peaceable  possession  of  the  Ohio. 

They  have  News  at  New  York,  by  Way  of  S^  Augustine,  that  the 
English  are  cut  off  in  the  Honduras  &  their  Vessels  taken,  &  that 
all  trade  is  knocked  on  the  head }  if  this  be  true,  the  King  of  Spain 
18  not  so  much  our  Friend  as  his  Majesties  Speech  woud  make  be- 
lieve. 

M'.  Franklin  has  had  excellent  Success,  &  I  suppose  you  may 
have  not  only  Waggons  enough,  but  single  Horses,  and  then  your 
mareh  over  the  Hills  will  be  pleasant---dont  take  your  notions  of 
the  country  from  that  dismal  inhospitable  Place,  Will's  Creek — ^The 
futher  you  advance  the  more  Grass  you  will  find,  and.  a  finer 
country. 
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I  am  the  most  conceraed  about  the  Boada,  but  Sir  John  Sinchir 
may  preteDd  what  be  pleases,  lie  wrote  to  the  (Governor  about  it  for 
the  first  time  in  Febmary,  &  by  his  order  I  went  immediately  with 
the  Letter  to  the  Speaker,  who  said  it  would  be  time  enough  to  con- 
sider this  Matter  when  the  House  met,  &  tho  the  Lower  Counties 
another  Oovemment,  under  M'.  Morris,  had  given  a  thousand 
Pounds,  yet  the  Speaker,  who  is  joined  with  the  Ooyemor  in  the 
dispocntion  of  that  money  was  absent,  as  far  as  the  Capes,  upon  Ba- 
siness,  that  is  150  miles  off,  and  did  not  return  till  the  10^  March, 
&  on  the  twelfth,  after  conferring  with  him,  the  Gtoy^  issued  his 
Commission  for  the  Survey  of  tho  Roads. 

Whatever  comes  to  my  Knowledge  that  will  yield  any  Intelli- 
gence or  Entertainment  will  be  communicated  by  all  opportunities, 
&  We  shall  want  to  hear  from  you  as  much  as  you  can  from  Us. 

My  Prayers  are  for  the  Qcneral  and  all  under  him,  that  they  may 
reap  Glory  and  enjoy  Health. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  humUo  Servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
Philad-,  12«»  May,  1755. 

Indorsed. 

Copy — Lre  to  M'.  W"-  Shirley,  Secry  of  General  Braddock. 
12  May,  1755. 


Wm.  SniRLBY  TO  Gov'a  Morris,  1755. 

.  Dear  Morris, 

It  is  with  ye  utmost  difficulty  I  ever  find  time  to  write  a  Line  to 
you.  The  Gen*,  wrote  you  four  days  ago  by  M'.  Leslie,  in  w*  I 
doubt  not,  you  will  give  w*  assistanoe  you  can.  This  goes  by  an 
Express  to  Franklin  of  your  Province,  who  has  been  of  ye  greatest 
Service  in  procuring  Horses  &  Waggons  for  ye  Forces.  He  has  already 
done  much,  but  we  are  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  him  for  farther 
Assistance,  and  doubt  not  you  will  help  him  if  he  has  any  occasion 
for  you.  Inclos'd  is  a  Receipt  belonging  to  Mr.  Alexander,  w^  I 
ought  to  have  delivered  to  you  at  Alexandria.  We  shall  stay  here 
I  imagine,  a  fortnight  longer,  tho'  we  shall  go  as  soon  as  is  possible 
for  us.  If  you  can  send  me  any  Ace*  of  ye  Situation  of  Military 
Affairs  to  ye  Northward,  I  beg  you  would  let  me  have  it. 

I  can  only  add  that 

I  am. 

Dear  Morris, 

Most  Sincerely  y", 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
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I  can  bat  honour  Franklin^  for  ye  last  olftose  of  his  Ad?er- 
tiaem*"* 

Wilk'B  Creek,  May  14, 1755. 

Direction. 

To  the  Hon^>«  Rob^  Hanter  Morris,  Esq',  Liejit"*  Governor  of 
Pensilvania,  at  Philadelphia. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Thomas  Penn,  1755. 

May  15, 1755. 
Sir, 

I  bay 6  just  time  to  toll  you  by  a  ship  that  sails  this  day  for  Bris- 
tol, that  Gen^  Braddock  is  march'd  for  Fort  Cumberlaud  and  pro- 
poses to  leave  it  early  in  next  month,  before  which  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  subsist  his  Horses,  and  then  the  grass  in  the  woods  will  be 
in  forwardness  for  that  purpose. 

'1  am  opening  a  road  from  Shippensburg,  westward  to  the  Forks 
of  the  Yohiagany  and  to  Fort  Cumberland,  which  I  hope  to  have 
fioish'd  by  the  time  they  will  be  wanted,  as  there  are  now  a  hundred 
men  at  "work,  and  I  have  sent  Mr.  Peters  up  with  orders  to  employ 
as  many  more  as  He  thinks  necessary.  The  Committee  of  the  As- 
sembly, have  engaged  that  the  Assembly  will  be  at  the  Charge  of 
opening  these  roads,  but  if  they  should  not,  Gen^  Braddock  has 
promised  to  repay  me.  There  are  one  hundred  k  fifty  waggons  and 
about  six  hundred  Horses,  gone  from  this  province  to  the  army,  the 
hire  of  which  the  Gen*  is  to  pay. 

%  In  addition  to  the  operations  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last,  it  was 
agreed  at  the  Congress  which  was  held  at  Alexandria,  That  Gov'. 
Shirley,  with  his' own  and  S'  W".  Pepperill's  regiment,  should  attempt 
the  reduction  of  the  French  fort  at  Niagara,  to  facilitate  which,  and 
to  secure  the  navigation  of  the  Lake  Ontario,  there  are  two  schooners 
to  be  built  upon  it,  and  Sawyers  and  Carpenters,  with  Smith's  Iron 
and  all  the  necessarys  are  already  sent  to  Oswego  for  that  purpose. 

The  Government  of  New  York,  from  what  Cause  I  know  not,  aro 
very  backward  in  their  preparations  for  the  Crown  point  Expedition, 
for  tho'  it  is  now  seven  weeks  since  the  Assembly  resolved  to  take 
part  in  that  enterprise  &  to  raise  800  men  for  that  purpose,  nothing 
IB  yet  done,  neither  the  men  raised,  the  battoes  built,  nor  the  Train 
of  Artillery  prepared* 

Mr.  Allen  and  some  others,  concerned  in  the  Gap  Mine  in  which 
you  are  interested,  are  inclinable  to  go  to  wprk  upon  it  again  ;  they 
think  and  so  do  I,  that  it  may  be  worked  to  advantage  by  the  Help 
of  a  fire  Engine,  one  of  which,  the  Schuylers  at  a  very  great  ex- 
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penod  have  erected  at  tbeir  mine.  I  think  also^  that  the  Vitriol 
water^  with  which  I  am  told  that  mine  ahonnds,  may  be  tnm'd  to 
account.  If  you  do  not  incline  to  b^  concerned  in  this  nndertaking 
Yourself;  I  will  bnj  or  lease,  the  whole  or  a  part  of  jour  Share,  and 
beg  jou  will  give  Mr.  Peters  directions  about  it,  as  I  am  now  in 
treaty  for  some  small  shareSi  which  will  not  be  worth  holding  unless 
I  have  some  others. 

I  shall  write  you  fully  by  Mesnard;  who  will  sail  in  about  a 
week. 

Inclosed  you  have  the  survey  of  the  roads  as  they  are  returned  to 
me  by  the  Comm"  I  have  Employed  upon  that  Service,  &  I  have 
only  time  to^Assure  you  that 

I  am,  &o.| 

Philad'a,  May  15, 1755. 

P.  S.  Coll'  Peter  Schuyler  with  500  men  raised  in  N.  Jersey, 
is  to  go  under  Gov'.  Shirley  to  the  attack  of  Niagara. 

Indorsed. 
Dft  to  Mr.  Penn,  May  15, 1755. 

Sent  by  the  Catherine,  Cap^  Moncricp  to  BristoU,  put  on  board 
at  Chester  by  Billy. 

May  19th,  1755,  )  Sent  by 
-     Made  Duplicate.    J      Cap".  Lyon. 


Robert  Obme  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

D'  Sir  : 

The  Bearer,  Cap*  Airs,  is  the  Gentlemen  ^appointed  by  the 
General  Engineer  to  Col^  Johnson,  he  has  seen  Service,  which 
made  his  Excellency  desirous  of  sending  mm.  He  joined  us  this 
day  only,  from  an  out  Party. 

The  General  begs  the  faver  of  you  to  give  him  all  Assistance  in 

*  Tblsmine  is  near  the  <<Gap"  in  Lancaster  Co.,  and  the  operations  which 
had  been  discontinued,  have  been  resumed  under  the  auspices  of  a  Company 
chartered  by  the  Legislature,  April  8,  1851.  See  laws  1851,  p.  869.  This 
mine  *'was  discoyored  by  a  German,  named  Tersey,  in  or  before  1732," 
and  a  grant  of  land  made  by  J  ohn  Penn  to  Qov.  Hamilton  and  others,  and 
'<  an  account  of  the  Copper  Springs  lately  discovered  in  Pennsylvania,  by 
Jno.  Rietty,  M.  D.,  was  in  1766,  communicated  by  P.  Collinson  to  the  PhUo- 
SQphical  Society  of  London."  VoL  4,  part  2,  page  648.  They  were  worked 
for  a  few  years,  but  owing  to  the  want  of  an  engine  to  free  them  from  water, 
the  operations  were  discontinued.  In  1797,  proposals  were  issued  in  a 
pamphlet  for  forming  a  Company  to  work  mines  in  the  U.  S.,  by  B.  Henfrey, 
and  amongst  them,  tibis  mine.  It  is  in  a  Volume  in  the  Philadelphia  Library, 
No.  9125,  and  has  lately  been  reprinted  by  those  interested  in  the  mine.  It 
will  be  seen  by  Mr.  Penn's  reply  to  this  letter,  July  2,  thai  he  was  unwUlijig 
to  sell  his  share,  but  would  rent  it. 
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forwarding  of  him  to  New  York,  as  the  Time  is  pressing.    Oar 
Sincere  and  good  Friend  Shirley  desires  his  Service,  and  I  am^ 

jy  Sir, 

Y'  most  obed<  &  hnm^^  Sev^, 

BOBT.  OBME. 
Will's  Creek, 
May  17"^. 
To  the  Hon"'  Gov'  Morris. 

Indorsed. — May  17**,  1755.    Bobert  Orme.  ^ 


B.  Pbters  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Honoured  Sir : 

I  am  got  so  far  on  my  Boad,  and  fortunately  met  with  Mr. 
Armstrong,  who  informs  me  that  there  are  bat  sixty  working  on  the 
Road,  that  no  other  Commissi  is  there  but  Mr.  Bard,  who  is  not, 
one  may  well  suppose,  equal  to  saoh  a  Task,  tho'  a  very  good  man, 
&  well  disposed  }  it  will  be,  therefore,  necessary  to  assemble  the 
Gommiss"  and  the  members  of  the  County  to  advise  what  to  do,  for 
at  the  rate  they  go  on,  &  Mr.  Bard  does  his  best,  they  will  not 
finish  this  Six  months^  seven  miles  being  only  cut  in  ten  days,  and 
the  Expenoe  will  be  considerable  each  man  reckoning  his  Provisions  & 
other  necessaries,  will  stand  in  five  shillings  ^  day. 

Pray  write  to  Mr.  ShJppen  to  ensage  wnat  hands  he  can  &  send 
them  up,  &  take  what  measures  shall  appear  best  to  engage  more,  for 
this  County  is  exhausted  200  having  inUsted,  and  others  in  one  branch 
or  other  of  the  publiok  business.  I  beg  a  full  Letter  from  your  honour 
empowering  me  to  do  what  shall  appear  necessary,  in  conjunction 
w**  Com'*  &  members  of  Assembly  who,  I  think  with  Mr.  Francis 
West,  should  be  joyn'd  Co  ye  Com". 

I  am 

Your  Honour's 

Most  obedient 

humble  Serv*, 

BICHABD  PETEBS. 
Shippcnsburg, 
Saturday  Even., 
17  May,  1755. 

imforsed— May  17%  1755.    Bich*  Peters. 
Vol.  1L— 14 
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Wm.  Alexander  &  L.  Mobbis  to  Gov.  Shiblet,  1755. 

New  York,  May  17%  1755. 
Hay  it  please  Yonr  EzoeH'y : 

Gap^  Hoody  in  the  Jamaica  Sloop-of- War,  arrived  here  the  13<^ 
Inst,  from  Virginia,  with  officers  for  the  two  Vessels  to  be  built  at 
Osweego,  sent  Dy  Commodore  Keppel,  with  snndry  stores,  a  List  of 
which  Your  EzceU'y  has  here  inclosed,  by  which  yon  will  observe  that 
there^is  Canvas  but  no  sails  made,  as  we  have  not  the  dimensions  of  the 
Masts  &  Yards,  and  know  not  whether^they  are  to  be  Schooners,  Snows 
or  Oallys.  I  consulted  with  CapVOwen,  who  is  to  have  the  Commo- 
dore, who  agreed  with  me  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  Service  to 
send  to  your  Excellency  for  directions  relating  to  the  Sails,  that  they 
may  be  made.  As  there  are  no  Seamen  to  come  from  Virginia,  shall 
be  glad  of  your  Excellency's  Orders,  if  they  are  to  be  procured  here, 
what  Encofiragement  we  must  give  them,  being  apprehensive  that 
no  Sailor  will  go  from  hence  for  the  same  pay  they  have  in  his 
Majesties  Navy.  Many  Stores  and  necessarys  will  be.  wanted  for 
both  Vessels,  which  are  not  come  from  Virginia,  nor  are  they  noted 
in  the  List  which  Your  Excellency  del*.  Mr.  Alexander  shall  ex- 
pect your  Excellency's  directions  whether  we  are  to  procure  such 
things  as  Cap*  Owen  will  require  of  us  for  that  Service.  Mr.  Alex- 
ander set  out  for  Albany  on  Monday  last  to  Forward  the  Battoes, 
and  to  dispatch  the  Workmen,  procure  Pease  and  Carriages.  We 
have  sent  from  hence  two  Smiths,  seventeen  Carpenters,  Eight  Saw- 
yers, one  Millwright  and  one  Wheelwright :  if  your  Excellency  thinks 
it  necessary  to  send  more  Workmen  from  hence,  they  shall  be  sent 
on  the  first  notice.  Most  of  the  Articles  Your  Excellency  Ordered 
us  to  procure  are  purchased,  or  Tradesmen  employed  to  make  them. 
We  have  bought  300  Barrels  Pork  and  300  Barrels  Beef,  500  of 
which  are  already  gone  to  Albany  with  the  Cordage  sent  from 
Philadelphia,  a  list  of  which  is  Inclosed.  About  100,000  weight  of 
Bread  We  have  Ordered  to  be  bought  at  Philadelphia  to  be  sent 
round,  as  we  found  our  Bakers  advanced  the  Price,  so  high  it  would 
come  Cheaper  from  thence.  Cap*  Broacdstreet  was  not  detained  a 
Moment  by  us.  We  fumish'd  him  with  every  Article  your  Excel- 
lency ordered  us  to  purchase  for  him.  The  Powder  from  Virginia 
We  have  ordered  into  the  Powder  house  here,  apprehending  it  dan- 
gerous to  send  it  to  Albany  before*  the  Officers  and  Men  go  up,  the 
Canvass  we  have  also  landed  here,  all  the  other  articles  will  this  day 
be  sent  to  Albany.  Will  it  not  be  expedient  that  a  Party  of  Sir 
Will"  Pepperel's  Regiment  be  ordered  to  Guard  Cap<  Owen  with  the 
Officers  and  Stores  for  the  Navy  to  Osweego,  if  so  Your  Excellency 
will  be  pleased  to  give  your  dyrections  accordingly. 

I  am  for  W.  A.  &  self,  &c., 

L.  M, 
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New  York,  May  24*  1756. 

Maj  it  please  Your  ExoeU'y : 

I  did  myself  the  Honour  to  write  Your  ExceH'y  the  last  Post, 
and  on  the  20*^  received  your  favour  of  the  14*^  by  Express,  on 
Receipt  of  which  I  furnished  Barbcen  with  a  Fresh  Horse  for  Phila- 
delphia, with  your  Exoell^  Packet,  and  have  wrote  the  Commission- 
ers there  not  to  send  any  Beet  round.  We  have  received  from 
thence  399  Barrels  Bread,  90  barrels  Pork,  50  Hogsheads  of  Rum, 
116  Barrels  Meal,  and  26  Barrels  Beef,  which  is  all  sent  to  Albany 
addressed  to  Mr.  Moses  Emerson.  In  his  absence,  to  Robert 
Saunders,  Esq',  by  order  of  the  Commissioners  at  Philadelphia.  If 
any  more  Beef  should  come  we  shall  observe  Your  ExoelFy  Orders 
by  disposing  of  it,  and  advising  Your  ExceU'y  thereof.  Mr.  Oven 
and  Mr.  Bradley,  the  Gentl.  appointed  by  Commodore  Keppel  to 
Command  the  Vessels  to  be  built,  have  been  with  me  to  know  how 
they  are  to  bo  furnished  with  Money,  to  pay  the  Maintenance  of 
themselves  and  other  ofiBcers  &  Servants,  ten  in  Number,  during 
there  stay  here,  if  it  be  Your  Excellencys  pleasure  that  we  supply 
them  &  Charge  it  to  the  Navy  Account,  it  shall  be  obeyed.  Wo  are 
getting  every  thing  ready  with  the  utmost  speed. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c., 

for  Alex'  &  self. 

L.  M. 

IniorMed^-^yiBj  17  &  24^,  1755.    Copy  Letters  Lewis  Morris  to 
Gov  Shirley. 

Inclosed  in  Mr^  Alex"  Lre  of  the  9^  June. 


BicHARD  Peters  to  Gov.  Morris,  1765. 

Shippensburg,  18  May,  1755-^ 
Sir: 

I  dcsir'd  James  Armstrong  to  write  to  you  and  as  he  is  perfectly 
acquainted  with  ye  whole  affair  of  the  Roads,  his  Information  & 
Sentiments  will  be  sufficient  for  you  to  proceed  upon.  Perhaps  a 
new  Commissioner  will  not  be  necessary,  &  may  breed  Confusion.  I 
shall  send  an  Express  if  necessary  after  seeing  men  on  the  Spot, 
or  at  least  send  a  Letter  to  Carlisle  to  go  by  the  next  Post. 

I  hear  one  half  of  the  Horses  from  the  County  of  York  are  poor 
k  unfit  for  Service  &  will  be  rejected. 

S'.  Jn*.  S*.  Clair  went  to  discover  a  new  Road,  but  finding  none 
returned  to  the  General,  and  they  coilcluded  to  take  the  old  Road  to 
the  Meadows. 


816  PENNSTLYANIA  ARGHiyES  1755. 

I  shall  not  wait  on  the  General  till  I  have  settled  the  matter  of 
ihe  Boads,  w*^  will  take  me  three  days  at  least.  * 

I  hear  bat  a  poor  Aocount  of  the  Indians  of  this  Provinoe.  CSal- 
lender  sajs  he  met  Jn*  Oisfs  son  in  his  Betom  from  Carolina,  & 
he  brings  an  account  that  4  or  500  Southern  Indians  will  engage 
with  and  assist  General  Braddock;  bat  I  doubt. 

I  am 

Yoor  Honour's 

most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

BICHABD  PETEBS. 

I  am  at  a  loss  where  a  Letter  will  find  me.  I  believe  the  Gamp  lar 
the  likeliest  place^  where  I  propose  to  be  some  time  this  week,  &  to 
stay  if  oonvenient. 

Directed. 

To  the  Honourable  Morris,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

iiMfor«cJ.— May  18%  1755.    Bich*  Peters. 


Gov.  Morris  to  the  Commiteb,  1755. 

Philad*.,  May  19%  1755. 

Gent". : 

I  herewith  send  you  a  letter  I  reeeivd  on  Fryday  last,  from  Gen^ 
Braddock,  desiring  my  assistance  to  Mr.  Leslie,  who  he  has  sent 
into  this  Province  to  Purchase  a  quantity  of  Oats  for  the  use  of  the 
Army  under  his  command,  part  of  which  he  tells  me,  be  has  given 
directions  to  contract  for  in  the  back  countys.  I  cannot  but  think 
it  will  be  for  the  Honour  of  the  Province,  to  furnish  the  forage 
wanted,  and  therefore  recommend  the  thing  to  you,  and  desire  yoa 
will  let  me  know  what  you  do  in  this  affair,  that  I  may  govern 
myself  accordingly,  as  to  the  Gen^  request,  to  supply  Mr.  Leslie  with 
money.    I  am^ 

Gent», 

Tour  Humble  Serv*.* 

To  Isaac  Norris,  Evan  Morgan,  ^ 
Joseph  Fox,  Esq'*,  and  others. 
Committees  of  the  Assembly 
of  Pensilvania. 

Indorded^ 
Coppy  to  the  Committee,  May  19%  1756.    No.  41. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Yol.  YI.,  p.  894. 
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Wm.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Fort  Cumberland,  May  21, 1755. 

Sear  Morris : 

The  General  writes  to  my  father  by  this  opportunity,  approving 
of  his  taking  Col.  Schuyler  &  y*  Jersey  Forces  under  his  own  par* 
ticular  command  \  also  to  Mr.  Belcher  acquainting  him  therewith. 

You  have  wrote  very  properly  to  the  General,  with  regard  to  y* 
Road  to  y*  Yaughyangh^ni,  &  set  your  Conduct  in  a  very  fair  light, 
&  such  an  one,  as  at  least,  cannot  deserve  censure.  I  am  persu^ed 
S' John  will  not  be  in  an  Hurry  in  makinff  Representations  toEng>*. 
Ho  has  reoeivd  from  y*  Gen^,  what  is  calid,  in  y*  Language  of  y* 
Camp,  a  £Se/  d/non  upon  this  Affair.  Tho'  I  must  inform  you,  that 
^ou  might,  thro'  his  means,  have  rece'd  a  Letter,  (unreasonable  as 
It  would  have  been,)  very  disagreeable  to  you,  had  it  not  been  for  y* 
Interference  of  your  Friends  here ;  In  w*^,  however,  I  think  there  was 
Friendship  shown,  rather  to  y*  writer  of  the  Letter,  than  yourself. 

I  inclose  you  a  Subscription  for  Mr.  Evans's  Map  taken  as  you 
will  see  instantly  upon  my  Receipt  oP  it,  &  will  be  answerable  to 
you  for  y*  payment.  I  cannot  possibly  write  to  him  now,  but  am 
much  oblig'd  to  him  for  it.  It  is  owing  to  my  Hurry  of  Business 
that  there  are  not  many  more  Names  to  it.  1  may  very  probably^ 
send  em  before  we  move  from  hence. 

I  cannot  at  present,  find  your  last  Letter  to  me,  nor  recollect  y* 
whole  of  it.  I  shall  write  to  you  again  before  we  go.  Orme  always 
desires  his  sincerest  Regards  to  you.    It  is  not  easy  to  give  you  a 

r'  ture  of  y*  Business  we  do,  or  of  y*  manner  in  w*^  it  is  done.  I 
not  look  upon  it  to  be  always  transacted  in  y  most  masterly 
way,  but  considering  all  Circumstances,  believe  it  may  have  its 
merit  I  have  wrote  a  Letter  for  the  Gen^  to  Gov'  De  Lancey,  w^^ 
is  not  of  y*  ceremonious  kind.  I  think  he  deserves  it,  and  believe 
be  will  not  be  at  all  troubled  at  receiving  it  I  have  form'd  an 
opinion  of  that  man,  w*^  is  so  much  y*  worse,  as  I  look  upon  him,  to 
have  abilities. 

I  have  l^n  told  you  want  nothing  to  carry  all  points  you  can 
desire  in  your  Gov**,  but  Condescension  to  vour  people ;  that  you 
ever  propose  to  'em  what  is  reasonable  &  right,  but  don't  take  suffi- 
cient pains  to  convince  'em  it  is  so.  I  never  will  hear  a  possibility 
of  jour  being  to  blame  without  telling  you  of  it.  In  this  case,  you 
know  me  better,  than  to  imagine,  I  conclude  you  are  so.  But  till 
you  tell  me  you  are  not,  I  will  venture  to  tell  you,  y*  you  possibly 
may  Recollect  only  that  men  of  superior  sense  bavc^  a  great  deal 
to  answer  for,  and  Fools  are  y*  Creatures  for  whom  they  are  account- 
able. These  have  a  strict  Right  to  receive  from  men  of  sense,  y* 
Benefit  of  accidental  advantages,  w'^«Providence  has  unequally  dis- 
tributed. They  are,  besides,  entitled  to  Compassion,  more  so,  than 
the  poor  Man  is,  who  asks  yoo  for  yonr  Money,  for  ho  may  proba^ ' 
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be  destitate  tbro'  his- own  fault.  I  shall  say  no  more;  yon  mast 
excuse  moi  if  my  Love  for  you^  makes  me  ever  jealous  of  your 
Character. 

I  had  forgot  to  observe,  that  if  y*  800  Men  from  New  York,  aro 
not  raised,  Johnson's  Expedition  may  be  disappointed.  However^ 
y*  other  is  y*  Attempt  of  most  importance,  and  I  think  y*  Disposi* 
tion  of  Schuyler  &  his  Forces  must  be  right.    I  am, 

Dear  Morris, 

Most  Affectionately, 

Yours, 
W.  SHIRLEY.* 
Orme's  Complim*". 


Conrad  Weiser  to  Sec't  Peters,  1755. 

« 

Sir: 

My  Son  Sammy,  is  coming  to  yon  with  two  Indian  Boyg,  the 
Sons  of  Jonathan  G^ieDquiligoa,  a  noted  Mohawk,  that  can  read 
"hud  write  io  his  Language,  well-known  to  you ;  he  is  Poor,  and 
Prays  that  you,  with  the  G-entlemen  Managers  of  the  Academy,  will 
teach  them  to  Read  and  write  in  English,  and  to  provide  Necessaries 
of  Life  for  them,  during  their  Stay  in  Philadelphia,  which  will  be 
as  lon^  as  it  will  require  Time  to  teach  them.  That  the  bigest  of 
them  IS  a  very  Intelligiable  Boy,  and  good-natured ;  the  other  is 
not  so,  but  more  of  an  Indian,  and  something  cross,  as  his  Father 
says.  If  you  could  prevail  with  Mr.  Heintzelmann,  my  Son-in-Law, 
for  a  few  weeks  to  Bord  with  him,  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Lads, 
because  my  Daughter  is  somewhat  used  to  the  Indians,  and  under- 
stands here  &  there  a  Word;  then  afterwards,  you  can  put 
them  where  you  Please.  The  bigest,  his  Name  is  Jonathan,  and 
the  others  Name  is  Philip.  I  believe  their  Father  will  let  them  stay 
long  enough  to  learn  the  English  to  Perfection,  provided,  proper 
Care  is  taken  of  them,  which  I  hope,  wont  be  wanting. 

Jonathan  wanted  me  to  go  to  Philadelphia  with  the  Boys,  but  I 
thought  Sammy  could  do  as  well.  The  Indians  on  Susquehannith 
are  Starving,  and  have  almost  nothing  to  Eat,  because  the  Deers  are 
Scarse.  He  thought  to  have  had  an  answer  before  now,  concerning 
their  Petition  to  the  Oovernor  for  som^  Provision,  and  the  Fencing 
in  of  a  Corn  Field. 

French  Margj^^t,  with  some  of  her  Family,  is  gone  to  the  English 
Camp  in  Virginia,  and  her  Son  Nioklaus  b  gone  to  Ohio,  to  the 
French  Fort.  I  suppose  they  want  to  join  the  strongest  Party,  and 
are  gone  for  Information.  The  Indians  that  are  with  the  French  on 
Ohio,  are  chiefly  Anakunkis,  Neighbours  to  New  England,  and 

*  Sonof  Qov.  8. 
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neither  ihcj,  nor  the  Rest,  (I  can't  learn  their  Number,)  mil  be 
true  to  the  French,  as  thej  gi?e  out  to  our  Indians.  The  other 
Indians  on  Ohio,  think  our  Troops  march  too  slow.  They  say  they 
will  be  glad  to  see  the  French  drove  away  from  Ohio.  This  Report 
was  brought  by  one  of  Jonathans  Sons,  from  Ohio;  he  was  not  in 
the  French  Fort ;  he  was  afraid  of  coming  nigh  it;  but  the  Indians 
thereabout  have  told  him  so. 

I  wrote  to  the  Oovcmor  last  week  about  the  Indians  Petition ;  I 
hope  he  has  received  my  Letter.  The  Indians  should  have  an  an- 
swer. What  can  I  say  to  them  without  having  it  from  the  Qovernor 
or  Assembly  ?  and  they  are  continually  plagueing  me  for  an  answer, 
which  I  hope  you  will  send^^if  you  can,  by  this  opportunity.  I  have 
nothing  to  add^  but  am^ 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Servant. 

Heidelberg,  May  the  19*^, 
1755. 

P.S. — ^Tachnechdorus,  sent  word  by  Jonathan  for  me  to  Come  up 
to  Shomockin^  that  the  Indians  had  something  of  Importance  to  lay 
before  me. 

I  understood  since,  by  Jonathan,  that  several  messages  had 
arrived  at  Otsuacky,  from  the  English  army  or  Virginia,  (as  was 
said,)  with  strongs  of  Wampum  to  forwam  the  Indians  on  Susque- 
hana,  Qpt  to  Come  nigh  the  army,  for  fear  of  being  taken  for  French 
Indians;  and  to  stay  where  they  ate. 

Directed. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esquire^  Secretary  to  the  Oovcmment  of  Pen- 
ailvania,  in  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed. 

^  Conrad  Weiser,  19  May,  1755. 


COMMITTEK  TO  THB  GoV.,  1755. 

May  it  Please  the  Governor, 

The  money  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of  Assembly,  (to 
whom  the  Governor  is  pleased  to  direct  his  letter,)  for  the  purchase 
of  Provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  the  service  of  the  King's 
Troops,  is  all  laid  out,  and  expended  agreeable  to  the  Trust  reposed 
in  them.  And  we  have  no  Power  over  any  other  Publick  money, 
nor  can  procure  any,  as  the  Assembly  is  risen  and  gone  home.  But 
if  the  Governor  approves  of  it.  We  are  willing,. as  private  persons,  to 
advance  the  money  that  may  bo  necessary  on  this  Occasion,  as  well 
as  to  use  our  Endeavours  to  have  Forage  purchased  &  carried  to  Will' 
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Greek  from  time  to  time,  as  it  may  be  wanted,  upon  the  moat  rei^ 
Bonable  terms  that  can  be  obtained :  Not  doubting  bat  that  General 
Braddock  will  duly  reimburse  us. 

Jam*.  PembertoNi 
Philad'  19^  b*^  mo.,  (May,)  1755.  Isaac  Norris, 

Jos:  Fjpox, 
Joseph  StretoH| 
B.  Franklin, 
Wm.  Cullender, 
Peter  Worrall. 
Indorsed'-* 
Letter  from  the  Committee  to  the  Governor.  No.  42.  ^ 


Minutes  of  a  Meeting  nkar  the  Sugar  Cabins,  1755 

At  a  Meeting  near  the  Sugar  Cabbins,  in  Auckquick,  on  Tuesday, 
the  20"»  May,  1755. 

I\'esenl: 

Mr.  John  Armstrong,  Mr.  Wm.  Buchanan, 

Mr.  James  Bird,  Mr.  Joseph  Armstrong, 

Mr.  John  Smith,  Mr.  Richard  Peters. 

M'.  Peters  opened  his  Business,  telling  the  Gent*  y*  ye  Lre.  to  ye 
Gov  from  ye'Com"  only  arrived  on  Friday,  late  at  night,  9*^  Instant. 
The  Gov'  arrived  ye  same  night,  &  on  Saturday  Mom  ye  Lres.  were 
read,  and  it  was  concluded  y*  ye  Secry  shou'd  go  to  ye  place  where 
ye  Roads  are  opening,  see  what  is  doing  &  what  is  wanted,  confer 
w'^  them  &  wait  on  the  General. 

The  Roll  called  over  Morning  &  Evening : 

108  Workmen,  besides  ye  Overseers  &  Waggoners  &  their  Over* 
seer. 

M'.  Peters  found  them  10  miles  from  Anthony  Thompson's,  w*^ 
is  from  Shippensbnrg  28  mil^s — in  all  88. 

Roads  in  common  30  feet  wide. 

Considered  w'  they  shou'd  carry  the  same  breadth.  Resolved, 
NC,  y*  for  Expedition  sake  ye  Roads  may  be  run  20  feet  wide,  & 
in  stony  &  marshy  Places  10  feet  wide — &  if  found  necessary  to  be 
made  wider  on  the  return,  afler  consulting  ye  General. 

What  Methods  must  be  taken  to  procure  more  hands  f 

Mentioned  y*  ye  General  be  apply'd  to,  to  know  if  he  can  spare 
any  of  his  people,*Pioneers,  &c.,  but  at  wonst  fresh  advertisements 
to  issue,  &  if  possible  ye  Gov  to  use  compulsion — none  to  serve  less 
y"  2  weeks,  &  all  to  be  taken  in  y^  will  servo  more. 

No  workman  to  be  asked  to  inlist,  ^ 

*  Bee  page  816. 
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Whether  as  they  proceed  they  can  w^  safety  do  it  without  proper 
force,  and  if  it  is  thought  not,  &  y*  ye  General  be  wrote  to. 

What  number  of  Comm"  ? 

The  Health  of  ye  People.  Fresh  Meat  or  something.  Chocolate^ 
Tea,  Coffee,  Sugar,  Wine,  Rum,  Spades,  Bread,  Bbket,  Axes. 

Men  to  be  sent  to  Sideling  Hill. 

A  Second  sort  for  Overseers. 

(M'.  W".  Smith,  near  Justice  AUigons.    One  of  ye  Com'* 
of  ye  County. 
M'.  Francis  West,  of  Carlisle. 
M'.  John  Byars,  nigh  Arch :  M' Alister's. 

Jn*.  Armstrong  &  M*'.  Buchanan  declared  they  cou'd  not  Con« 
tinae  in  the  Service.  Considered  who  to  name  in  their  Places,  and 
M'.  Francis  West,  M'.  W".  Smith,  &  M''.  Jno.  Byers  were  thought 
ye  properest  people. 

What  Sum  will  it  take  to  finish  ye  Business  ? 

Baggs,  Stilyards,  Bread  or  Biskets  ? 

James  Lindsay,  rec'  of  Provisions. 

Indorsed — 

Proceedings  of  R.  Peters  with  Com'*  for  Opening  Roads  at  ye 
Sugar  Cabbins. 


yf.  Shirley  to  R.  Pters,  1755. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  can  do  little  more  at  present  than  return  you  many  Thanks  for 
your  Letter  by  ^P.  Franklin.  I  could  have  wish'd  it  had  happened 
to  have  been  in  your  Power  to  have  accompanied  ye  Gov'  to  Alex- 
andria, as  I  am  perswaded  you  would  have  given  us  great  Assistance, 
I  am  not  greatly  acquainted  myself  with  Indian  Affairs,  tho'  enough 
to  see  that  better  Measures  with  regard  to  'em  might  &  ought  to 
have  been  taken ;  at  least  to  ye  Southw'.  As  things  are  now  a 
Neutrality  is  out  of  ye  question :  ab<  50  from  ye  Frontier  of  y 
Prov*  will  go  w*^  us ;  also  Croghan  &  Montour,  who  assure  us  that 
a  considerable  Number  will  join  us  here  or  follow  us. 

Croghan  tells  me  he  has  yet  had  no  Answer  from  ye  Twightwees, 
tfif  but  is  in  daily  expectation  of  it ;  I  dare  say  your  Conjectures 
with  regard  to  the  Conduct  they  will  observe  are  not  mistakes.  We 
were  made  to  believe  at  Williamsburg  that  ye  Catawbees  would  cer- 
tainly be  with  us ;  but  I  am  afraid  we  have  been  deceived.  Croghan 
rec'  three  days  ago  a  Belt  of  Wampum  &  Speech  from  Col.  Johnson 
for  ye  Six  Nations  &  their  Allies  in  these  parts,  w*^  we  hope  may 
have  good  effects.  Upon  our  Arrival  at  this  Fort,  we  found  Indian 
Affairs  so  ignorantly  conducted  by  Col.  Inncs,  to  whom  they  wer- 

14* 
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committed,  that,  Novices  as  we  were,  we  haye  taken  'em  into  otxr 
Managem^  It  is  not  for  me  to  remark  what  might  or  what  onght 
to  havo^heen  done  for  ye  Security  of  ye  Oten^  Sacoeas,  or  for  his  EUse 
in  oonduoting  ye  present  Expedition;  (as  it  is  eall'd)  in  ye  most 
effectual  manner  for  ye  Purposes  intend^  by  it.  Here  we  are  &  I 
imagine  shall  move  from  heare  in  ab*  a  fortnight.  The  Difficulties 
v«i>  have  unavoidably  attended  our  Motions,  &  such  as  have  been 
occasioned  thro'  Ignorance  in  some  &  Insolence  in  others  are  innu- 
merable ;  with  ye  Assistance  we  have  had  from  M'.  Franklin,  who 
is  almost  ye  only  Person  to  whom  ye  Oen^  is  indebted  for  either 
Waggons  or  Horses,  we  hope  to  get  over  ye  Mountains,  and,  I  think 
with  youi^are  not  to  expect  much  Opposition  from  ye  French  on  ye 
other  side  of  'em.  I  shall  be  impatient  to  learn  ye  Event  of  ye 
several  Northern  Attempts,  particularly  ag<  Niagara  ;  They  must,  I 
imagine,  be  look'd  upon  as  of  ye  greatest  Importance,  and  if  they 
succeed,  will  put  it  in  ye  Power  of  ye  Qov""**  here  properly  supported 
from  home,  effectually  to  curb  ve  growing  Power  of  ye  French  upon 
this  Continent.  Gov'.  Morris  has  taken  very  sensible  &  proper  No- 
tice of  S^  J.  8K  Clair's  Behaviour  to  him  in  his  Letter  to  ye  Genl 
8*".  John  begins  to  find  that  he  has  mistaken  himself,  &  to  draw  in 
his  Horns. 

I  shall  be  much  oblig'd  to  you  for  ye  Correspondence  you  promise 
me,  particularly  for  Information  with  regard  to  ye  progress  or  Event 
of  Affairs  to  ye  Northward^  and  am, 

Sir, 

Your  most  Humble 

and  Obed*  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
Fort  Cumberland,  May  21, 1755. 

Direction — 

"  To  Richard  Peters,  Esq'., 
"  Secretary  of  ihe  Province  of  Penwlvania." 


Admiral  E.  Bosgawen  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir: 

This  Accompanys  a  letter  from  8'  Thomas  Robinson,  one  of  his 
Majesty's  principal  Secretarys  of  State,  which  will  perfectly  inform 
you  with  the  Nature  of  my  Orders,  and  the  reasons  for  ordering  me 
with  a  Squadron  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  under  my  Gommana  on 
this  Coast. 

I  have  for  the  present  fixed  my  CmizeingStation  of  Gape  Breton, 
but  shall  always  keep  a  Small  Cruiser  at  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia, 
ready  to  Sail  upon  any  intelligence  you  may  have  to  Communicate 
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to  in6|  and  flatter  my  Self  your  Zeal  for  Bis  Majesty's  Serrioe  will 
prompt  yon  to  give  me  the  most  early  iDformation  of  the  Transactions 
of  the  French,  either  by  Sea  or  Land,  and  beg  leave  to  aSure  yoa, 
that  I  shall  be  very  ready  to  give  the  GoUony  wherein  you  Command^ 
all  the  Assistance  in  my  Power. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yonr  most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

E«»-  BOSCAWEN. 
His  Majesty's  Ship  Torbay,  1 
at  Sea,  May  23d,  1755.     J 

Indomed. 
Adm^  Boscawen,  with  Letter  from  Sec'''  Robinson,  and  Informing 
me  that  He  should  Cruize  off  Louisburg,  but  should  Station  a 
frigate  at  Halifax.    Rec'd  from  Yirginia,  Sep'  1st,  1755.    Bead 
in  Council,  2d  7ber,  1755. 


Jamss  Steyknson  to  B.  Peters,  1755. 

« 

Sear  Sir: 

I  did  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  favours  of  the  22d  March, 
which  I  rec'd  by  tfemmy,  and  gave  it  to  hj^  to  be  delivered  to  ymi 
when  he  arrived  at  Philad* ;  But  Either  out  of  his  own  Inclination 
or  by  the  Advice  of  his  Friends  at  New  York,  he  »  put  under  the 
care  of  D'-  Johnson,  so  he  sent  back  your  Letter  to  me. 

According  to  your  Directions  I  kept  Colh  Johnson  and  Mr.  Claus's 
Letters,  till  fifteen  Days  ago  I  had  an  opportunity  to  deliver  them  to  ' 
the  CoH^  on  his  Return  from  Alexandria. 

Mr.  Clans  came  yesterdav  to  Town  with  Mr.  Ogelvie.  But  after 
all  the  Inquiry  we  can  make  about  the  affair  of  Lydius,  The  only 
Information  we  can  gett  is,  that  one  Jacobus  Sbarpe  Says  he  saw 
three  Indians  of  the  five  Nations  Sign  an  Instrument  to  which  there 
were  many  Marks  of  Ind""  before ;  That  he  supposes  it  to  be  a  Deed 
for  Lands  which  at  that  time 'was  much  talk'd  off  to  have  been  pur- 
chased by  Lydius  for  New  England.  But  the  Instrument  was 
neither  read,  Interpreted,  or  explained  to  them  in  his  hearing;  That 
Ljdius's  Son  Martinus  was  the  other  Evidence. 

Another  Person,  Jacob  van  Woert,  Says  he  saw  Schoroneados  sign 
an  Instrument,  but  knows  not  what  it  was  ]  The  Paper  was  folded 
from  the  Top,  that,  it  covered  the  Writing  ]  That  Ljdius  spoke  to 
the  Indians  in  their  own  Language,  which  he  did  not  understand,  and 
there  was  no  Interpreter  present;  He^as  well  as  Sbarpe,  believes  it 
to  be  a  Deed  for  Lands,  purchased  by  Lydius  for  the  New  Englan  ^ 
but  Lydius  did  not  tell  him  so. 
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TheriB  has  been  one  Woodbridge  here  about  three  Weeks  ago.  He 
belongs  to  Massachusetts'  Bay  Oovemmenti  bat  freely  owned  to  me 
that  he  was  Concerned  with  the  Connecticute  People  in  the  purohaae 
made  by  Lydius,  which,  as  I  understand,  was  by  order  of  Conneoti* 
cute  Goyemment,  But  said  he  was  sure  the  Lands  purchased  did  not 
come  near  Pennsylvania  Line  by  many  Miles,  for  he  himself  had 
traversed  all  those  Woods ;  He  said  there  were  some  People,  (whom 
he  called  Separatists,)  th^t  he  was  not  concerned  with ;  where  they 
purchased  or  intended  to  settle  he  knew  not. 

He  told  me  likewise  that  he  gave  Directions  tq  Mr.  Lydins  to  take 
in  some  few  people  here  for  a  share,  and  the  7  dollars  given  were 
only  by  way  of  Earnest,  to  intitle  them  to  have  a  Share  after  the 
Lands  shall  be  secured  to  Connecticute  Government. 

I  told  Mr.  Woodbridge,  that  I  thought  he  had  better  apply  to 
you  if  he  had  an  Inclination  to  obtain  a  Right  to  Lands  there ;  He 
said  he  sometimes  had  such  thoughts,  but  could  not  think  the  Lands 
were  within  your  Line,  and  was  also  afraid  your  Terms  would  be  to 
high,  But  if  he  was  convinced  that  the  Lands  were  comprehended 
within  your  Lines,  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  the  Care  you  took  of  my  Son  while 
at  Philad*,  which  I  shall  ever  gratefully  acknowledge,  and  shall  be 

flad  of  your  Commands  if  it  be  any  Way  in  my  Power  to  serve  you 
ere.  1  gave  Mr.  Clans  £Q  yesterday. 
Mr.  William  Alexander  came  here  last  Saturday;  has  been  at 
Schenectady  this  three  Days  past ;  I  expect  him  home  to  Day.  We 
are  busy  sending  Workmen,  Provisions,  and  Warlike  Stores  to  Os- 
wego. It  is  like  to  be  a  Busy  Summer  ihis  Way.  May  God  give 
Success  to  the  Expeditions.  I  am  of  Opinion  our  Safety  or  Des- 
truction depends  on  the  Event  of  the  present  Expedition;  I  hope 
you  will  pardon  this  Scroll,  being  pretty  much  hurried.  I  am,  with 
tender  of  Service 'at  all  times,  and  with  great  Respect, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Servant. 

JA.  STEVENSON. 
Albany,  23d  May,  1755. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esq', 

at  Philadelphia,  ^ 
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(Copy.)    Gov.  Morris  to  R,  Peters,  1755. 

Dear  Sir : 

I  had  your  favoars  by  yesterday's  post,  and  am  obliged  to  yon  for 
the  trouble  yon  have  bad  about  the  road,  which  I  am  sorry  to  find 
is  not  in  greater  forwardness.  I  have  order'd  Advertisements  to  be 
printed  in  Datoh  and  English,  inviting  labourers  to  go  upon  that 
servioe,  who  are  to  enter  themselves  with  M'.  Shippen  at  limcaster, 
and  thence  to  proceed  to  the  road  where  the  Commissioners  or  over* 
seers  must  enter  th€  time  of  their  begining  to  work,  that  the  Publick 
may  not  be  imposed  upon. 

You  will  Continue  to  give  directions  in  this  affair;  and  I  do 
hereby  empower  you  to  Appoint  such  persons,  and  to  give'  such 
Orders  and  Instructions  to  those  I  have  Appointed,  or  those  yoa 
shall  Appoint,  as  you  may  Judge  best  for  his  Majesty's  servioe. 

I  send  this  under  cover  to  Shirley,  to  be  deliver'd  you  if  at  the 
Camp,  if  not,  to  be  returned  Hither.  I  have  wrote  to  M'.  Shirley 
all  that  is  done  and  doing  to  the  northward,  which  he  will  commu- 
nicate to  you.  We  have  no  news  in  town,  only  that  Dick  Hill  is 
dead,  and  so  is  D'.  Morris  of  this  place. 

I  am,  D'  Sir, 

Your  Most  Affectionate 

Friend  and  Serv*, 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 
Phikd*.,  May  23«,  1755. 

Directed, — To  Richard  Peters,  Esq'. 

These. 


Robert  Ormb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

My  dear  Governor : 

Amongst  other  Instances  of  your  Friendship,  I  thank  you  for  my 
Introduction  to  M'.  Peters.  I  am  not  surpris'd  at  jour  high  Opinion 
of  him.  Souls  congenial  will  unite.  Ue  is  an  amiable,  sensible, 
good  Man,  seems  to  love  us  and  regards  his  Majesty's  Service.  He 
will  not  add  a  little  to  the  Pleasures  I  conceive  of  my  Winter  Quar- 
ters ;  believe  me,  my  dear  Morris,  I  upon  a  young  Acquaintance 
honor'd  you,  and  our  common  friend  Shirley  has  confirm'd  my 
Affection.  I  am  hurried  to  death,  and  want  the  Refreshments  of 
Philadelphia,  adieu. 

'l  am  most  sincerely  y", 

ROBT.  ORME. 

Indorsed,— May  24, 1755,  M'.  Orme,  by  M'.  Peters.    No.  50. 
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(Copy  of  Lkttek.)  Gov.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Db  Lancey,  1755. 

Boston,  May  26th,  1755. 
Sir: 

M'.  Fitch|  of  this  place,  having  accidentally  informed  me  this 
day,  that  when  he  was  in  Company  with  M'.  Oliver  De  Lancey  M 
Hartford,  he  heard  him  attribute  his  not  having  succeeded  in  obtain* 
ing  permission  to  raise  the  whole  number  of  500  Men  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  York  within  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  to  my  havmg 
made  some  opposition  to  it  there ;  I-^nd  myself  under  the  necessity 
of  troubling  yon  with  a  fourth  Letter  by  this  Express. 

Upon  talking  with  Gov'.  Fitch  at  Hartford  on  Friday  Evening,  I 
enquired  among  other  matters  disconrs'd  on  between  ns,  what  Sac- 
cess  your  application  to  him  for  raising  500  Men  for  the  Expedition 
to  Crown  Point  within  his  Government  had  with  the  Assembly, 
and  npon  his  letting  me  know  that  a  Committee  had  it  under  con- 
sideration, I  ask'd  him  whether  he  thought  if  those  500  Men  should 
be  rais'd  in  his  Government  for  the  Province  of  New  York,  that  it 
would  be  any  Obstacle  to  the  Assembly's  making  an  Augumentation 
of  500  Men  to  their  own  Colony  Forces,  as  had  been  proposed  if 
there  should  be  occasion  for  them ;  and  the  Massachusets  Bay  had 
actually  done  of  300  to  theirs ;  the  Governor  thereupon  told  me,  if 
500  Men  were  allowed  to  be  raised  for  New  York  in  Connecticut, 
that  the  Government  of  Connecticut  would  lay  aside  all  thoughts  of 
making  an  AugumenMtion  to  the  1000  Men  already  raised  for  the 
same  Service  by  themselves. 

As  this  struck  me  not  a  little,  I  told  him  tho'  I  was  far  from  de- 
siring to  hinder  the  Succcse  of  your  Honour's  application  to  him  for 
the  500  Men,  but  on  the  contrary  wish'd  it  might  succeed  if  the 
complying  with  it  would  not  be  an  Obstacle  to  Connecticutt's  raising 
more  on  their  own  Account,  yet  I  hop'd  the  Government  would 
consider  well  whether  the  granting  of  that  permission  would  hinder 
them  from  Augumenting  their  Troops,  as  they  had  otherwise  pro- 
posed before  they  granted  it;  that  I  confessed  if  the  Efifect  of  raising 
600  Men  for  the  Government  j^i  New  York  within  the  Colony'of 
Connecticutt  was  to  be  so  great  a  weakining  of  the  Forces,  then 
raising  for  the  King's  Service  at  this  critical  conjuncture,  I  could 
see  no  reason  why  the  Government  of  New  York  should  not  be  put 
to  raise  their  whole  800  Men  out  of  their  own  Inhabitants,  which 
would  not  be  a  20th  part  of  their  ffighting  Men,  rather  than  that 
should  happen ;  That  when  the  Government  of  the  Massachusets 
Bay  should  have  rais'd  their  1500  Men  for  Crown  point,  that  Pro- 
vince would  have  above  4000  taken  out  of  it  for  the  King's  Service, 
which  was  rather  more  I  beleived  than  a  9th  part  of  their ^igb ting 
Men. 

This  is  the  substance  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect  of  thci  whole  diat 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1755. '  327 

pasa'd  between  Cby.  Fitch  and  me  that  night;  and  the  niatters 
dwelt  upon  my  mind  so  strongly  in  my  Journey,  that  when  I  reached 
Col.  Chandler's  at  Worcester,  I  repeated  the  same  thing  to  him  in  a 
letter  from  thence  by  EzpresSi  particularly  assuring  him  in  it  "  That 
'<  I  had  not  the  least  objection,  to  the  raising  of  the  500  Men  in 
'^  question  within  his  Colony,  provided  it  would  not  be  an  Obstacle 
"  to  their  Augumenting  their  own  Forces,  but  that  on  the  contrary 
''  in  such  case  I  wish'd  the  Government  of  New  York  success  in 
"  that  application.'^  The  reason  of  which  is,  that  I  thought  from 
what  your  Honour  had  told  me,  the  Men  might  be  sooner  rais'd 
there  than  in  New  York. 

Whether  or  no,  what  has  pass'd  between  Qov.  Fitch  and  me,  may 
have  contributed  towards  hindering  Your  Brother  from  obtaining 
tho  whole  500  Men,  which  he  applyed  for  to  the  Government  of 
Connecticntt,  I  won't  pretend  to  say,  as  I  know  not  the  reason  upon 
which  the  Government  of  Connecticut  confin'd  it  to  that  Number, 
I  have  rather  reason  to  think  otherwise;  But,  however  that  may  be,  I 
may  flatter  myself  if  yourself  had  been  present  and  heard  what  Gov'. 
Fitch  mentioned  to  me,  he  apprehended  would  be  the  detrimental 
'consequence  to  his  Majesty's  Service  in  the  General  Expedition  now 
carrying  on  by  his  General  on  this  Continent,  of  raising  the  500 
Men  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  instead  of  the  Government  of 
New  York,  that  yon  would  have  been  of  my  Sentiments  and  de- 
clared them  freely  as  I  did,  especially  as  your  Brother  had  declared 
at  Hartford,  that  if  he  would  accept  the  Chief  Command  of  the 
Forces  at  New  York,  the  whole  800  Men  might  be  raised  in  ten 
days  within  that  Government.     Now,  if  that  is  the  case,  tho'  I  will 
allow  it  might  be  of  great  advantage  in  raising  the  Men  to  have  him 
their  Chief  Commander,  yet  I  think  it  shows  that  there  is  no  parti- 
cular aversion  in  the  Men  to  the  Service. 

This  Letter  would  have  ended  here  had  not  M'.  Fitch  further 
informed  me,  that  when  your  Byother  was  told  at  Hartford,  that  the 
sole  reason  of  my  interfering  in  the  matter  ^o  far  as  I  did  was  to 
prevent  the  King's  Service  from  suffering  by  it,  he  declared  that 
that  was  oply  a  Gloss  upon  the  matter,  that  my  real  motive  for 
dqpg  it  was  to  hinder  your  Government  from  raising  any  of  their 
Men  in  Connecticut,  abstracted  from  any  Mischief  that  might  arise 
from  it  to  the  common  Cause. 

As  such  a  Declaration  must  be  founded  on  your  Brother's  Imagi- 
nation only,  and  has  a  malignant  tendency  to  beget  uneasiness  and 
Jealousies,  which  can  produce  nothing  out  Mischief  to  bis  Majesty's 
Service,  I  can't  persuade  myself  that  M'.  Fitch  must  misunderstand 
hiM,  and  that  he  is  incapable  of  uttering  so.unadvis'd  a  thing  in 
public. 

If  I  should  be  mistaken  in  this,  and  any  thing  like  what  M'. 
Fitch  hath  acquainted  me  with  should  have  been  propogatcd  by  M'. 
Oliver  De  Lancey  in  your  Govemipent,  I  hope,  and  doubt  not,  but 
your  Honour  will  do  mc  the  Justice  to  lay  this  Letter  before  j 
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Gonncil,  or  declare  in  an  effectual  manner  to  them  that  it  is  a  mia* 
apprehension  of  your  Brother's. 

If  it  was  requisite  for  me  to  say  thin^  further  upon  this  headi  I 
might  let  your  Honour  know,  that  on  its  being  proposed  to  me  at 
Hartford  by  a  gentleman  of  influence  there,  to  ask  leave  of  that 
Government  to  raise  more  Men  in  it  for  the  Nova  Scotia  Expedition, 
which  it  is  apprehended  by  many  are  wanted,  and  do  it  before  the 
Assembly  of  Connecticut  had  come  to  a  determination  upon  the 
application  of  New  York,  I  declared  it  for  this  reason  expressly, 
that  I  hoped  a  sufficient  Number  was  raised  for  that  Service,  and  it 
might  possibly  interfere  with  the  application  of  New  York,  which  I 
was  far  from  desiring  to  do,  further  than  I  thought  his  Majesty's 
immediate  Service  might  absolutely  require  it. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem,  Sir, 

Your  Honour's  most  Humble 

&  most  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
Hon^^"  James  De  Lancey,  Esq**. 

Indorsed, — QoV.  Sliirley  to  Gov'.  Delancey  about  New  York 
raising  500  Men  in  Connecticut.* 


Gov,  Morris  to  Gov.  Shirley,  1755. 

Philad%  May  26, 1755. 
Dear  Sir : 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  recommend  to  your  notice  a  Cap^  John  Parker, 
who  commands  one  of  the  New  Jersey  Companys,  He  is  a  young  gen- 
tleman of  very  good  understanding,  has  been  bread  in  the  King's 
service  at  sea,  under  your  old  Acquaintance,  Cap^  Spry,  and  behaved 
himself  in  the  East  Indies  very  much  to  his  Cap**  Satisfaction ;  His 
family  and  friends  are  of  Consequence  in  this  Part  of  America,  and 
I  can  venture  to  answer  for  his  acquitting  himself  with  Honour  upon 
the  present  service,  and  shall  esteem  your  good  offices  to  him  as  a 
favour  done  to     . 

Your  Exoell^ 

Indorsed, — ^Dft.  to  Gov.  Shirley  in  favour  of  John  Parker. 

*  « Inclosed  in  Letter  of  28th  May." 
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Wm.  Pkpperbll  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

New  York,  May  26th  1755. 
Sir: 

Hearing  that  the  Poet  was  going  out  this  day,  I  tho't  it  my  Duty 
to  let  yoar  Hon'  know  that  I  was  here;  and  I  assure  yon  that  it  wonld 
give  me  a  Vast  pleasure  could  I  have  an  oportunity  to  wait  on  yon 
in  your  Government,  but  as  I  expect  Gov'  Shirley  £Oon  here  to  go 
on  Action,  must  refer  it. 

I  am  greatly  distres'd  to  find  my  Regiment  not  much  more  than 
half  compleated ;  as  Col<*  Shirley  is  now  full,  cannot  you  help  an  old 
Friend  in  giving  your  Assistance  to  my  recruiting  officers,  that  they 
may  raise  a  hundred  or  two  of  brave  men  in  your  Government,  &  to 
hasten  them  here,  this  would  lay  me  under  new  obligations  and  shall 
always  be  acknowledg'd  by 

Sir  Your  Most  FaithfuU 

and  Most  obedient  Humble  Serv^ 

'^  W"-  PEPPERELL. 

I  would  send  you  some  good  dry  Code  fish  from  hence  if  I  knew 
how.  L*  Col"  Mercer  tells  me  that  you  wrote  to  him  for  Mr.  Hen- 
drick  Lyell,  of  yo  Jerseys.  I  have  recommended  him  by  this  Poet 
to  General  Braddock  for  an  Ensignee  in  my  Regiment. 

To  The  Honourable  Robert  H  Morris,  Esq', 

L*  Governor  &,  Commander-in-Chief  of  his 
Majesty's  Province  of  Penselvania. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Robert  Orme,  1755. 

D'Sir: 

Anxious  to  know  what  progress  the  Commissi"  had  made  in  cutting 
the  great  Waggon  road  from  Sfiippensburgh  to  Ohiogany,  I  made  all 
the  dispatch  Icou'd,  and  have  the  pleasure  to  tell  you  that  they  are 
going  on  successfully — that  there  are  two  hundred  men  at  work — 
that  they  have  plenty  of  bread  &  provisions — are  well  provided  with 
tools,  and  'tis  told  me,  will  reach  the  forks  of  OhioGany  in  one 
month  at  ye  &rthe8t,  others  say  sooner.  There  the  Gen'  will  hear 
from  them,  and  he  will  be  pleas'd  to  favour  them  with  his  commands 
whether  to  prdceed  to  the  road  of  his  march  from  Wills's  Creek  to 
the  French  Fort,  or  require  them  to  make  any  offsets  that  shal^  be 
judg'd  necessary  for  your  further  communication.  Consider  if  the 
road  from  Allaguipas  Gap  to  Wills's  creek  be  necessary,  if  so,  on 
their  return  it  may  be  outt,  but  for  my  part  I  see  not  the  imme- 
diate expediency  or  necessity  of  it;  please  to  remember  that  Mr 
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Groghan  and  the  Indians  are  to  examine  the  Road  from  the  Alle- 
ghany Hill  to  the  Northward  before  it  forks  into  the  Laurel  hill  & 
the  other  range  of  hills  which  retain  the  name  of  Alleghany  hills,  in 
order  to  find  oat  a  Commodious  offsett  from  this  road  to  Venango; 
the  offsett^  on  the  short  consideration  had  on  it  with  You,  was  judged 
best  to  begin  at  Laurel  hill,  as  between  Venango  and  that  hill  it  was 
said  by  Mr.  Croghan  there  were  no  Mountains  and  the  rivers  afforded 
commodious  fording  places.  This  matter  must  be  well  digested  by 
You,  as  it  shall  be  well  considered  by  the  persons  of  Judgment  in 
Philadelphia,  and  our  sentiments  must  be  exchanged  upon  it;  but 
the  more  I  think  of  it,  the  more  I  think  commodious  offsetts  may  be 
made  from  this  road  to  every  place  of  consequence  in  North  America. 
Young  Cressap  got  notice  of  the  intent  of  the  party  and  made  off, 
and  matters  go  en  Swimmingly  now ;  the  Flower  is  under  cover  now, 
Waggons  and  pack-horses  are  providing  for  its  carriage,  and  where 
damaged  or  likely  to  be  so,  it  will  be  put  into  other  Casks  or  Baggs. 
If  for  the  King's  Service  Mr.  Franklyn  &  myself  give  to  any  persoDs 
for  their  encouragement  reasonable  promises,  as  well  for  just  pay  as 
that  they  shall  not  be  pressed  into  more  Service  than  that  they  engage 
for,  I  hope  these  will  be  well  taken.  For  the  encouragement  of  ye 
workmen  on  the  roads,  I  sent  the  Comm"  a  letter,  wherein  I  told 
them  they  had  ye  approbation  of  the  Gen*,  and  wou'd  receive  his 
thanks  at  the  end  of  their  work,  if  faithfully  done  and  w^  all  due 
Expedition ;  make  my  Excuse  to  Mr.  Shirley  for  not  taking  leave  of 
him^  he  was  at  the  Court  Martial. 

I  am^ 

D'  S%  y"  afi^»y. 

Indorsed, — Copy  Lre.  to  Mr.  Robert  Orme^  Aid-de-Gamp  of  General 
Braddock,  26  May^  1755. 


Genl.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Mokris,  1756. 

•     Boston,  May  28th  1755. 
Dear  Sir : 

I  gave  it  in  charge  to  Jack,  who  acts  in  capacity  of  Secretary,  Aid- 
de-Camp,  and  several  others,  to  give  you  an  acc^  of  the  Business  we 
did  in  our  way  to  Boston  since  we  left  you,  and  of  what  we  are  doing 
in  the  great  hurry  w^  perpetually  surrounds  me  here. 

The  few  vacant  minutes  I  now  have,  shall  be  employed  in  Ex- 
pressing the  sense  I  have  of  the  favours  and  Acta  of  Friendship  I 
received  from  you  in  your  own  Governm*,  and  the- several  others,  w^ 
I  passed  thro'  in  Company  with  you,  which  have  made  a  lasting  Im- 
pression upon  my  mind,  and  I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  returning 
to  you  and  your  family,  as  opportunity  may  put  it  in  my  power;  I 
have  the  satisfaction  to  let  you  know  that  Capt"  Staats  in  particular 
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is  defleiTiDg  of  my  sincerest  regard,  and  it  gave  me  no  small  pleasure 
J*  bis  L*  Colonel  told  me  yesterday  y*  he  had  already  given  marks  of 
great  Diligence  in  the  care  of  his  Company,  and  making  a  very  good 
officer;  <3apacity  for  it  I  knew  before  he  had;  I  shall  be  proud  of 
him  as  an  officer  in  my  Regim*,  and  shall  think  my  self  happy  in 
contributing  what  I  can  towards  its  being  a  Step  to  his  promotion, 
w*^  I  hope  he  will  obtain  thro'  his  merit^  to  the  utmost  of  your 
wishes. 

The  addition  of  Colonel  Peter  Schuyler  and  the  New  Jersey 
Regiment  to  the  Expedition  under  my  Command,  for  which  I  anx 
oblig'd  to  you,  was  of  great  Importance  to  my  success  and  his  Maj^^ 
service ;  and  I  am  now,  from  the  best  opinions,  fully  satbfy'd  y^  the 
French  will  muster  all  the  force  they  possibly  can  for  preserving  the 
pass  of  Niagara,  upon  their  holding  possession  of  *w^  depends  the 
keeping  of  all  the  Southern  Territories  and  the  Great  Lakes  and 
Rivers  they  have  at  present  usurped  the  Dominion  of,  together  with 
thtfir  Influence  over  the  Indians  there ;  and  what  proportion  does  the 
value  of  Crown  Point  bear  to  that  of  the  Lakes  and  Southern 
Country  J  It  behooves  me,  therefore,  gi^^tly  to  augment  my  force 
B8  much  as  possible,  w*^  I  shall  endeavour  to  do^  For  it  is  certainly 
too  weak  at  present. 

The  D ^ — ys  have  thrown  all  imaginable  Obstructions  in  my 

way,  and  I  perceive  an  open  Quarrel  with  the  Gt r  is  unavoidable. 

I  shall  live  in  hopes  y  you  will  bring  General  Braddook  along 
with  you  to  Boston  the  next  fall,  and  wish  you  all  imaginable  hap- 
piness in  every  part  of  life;  being  with  a  most  sincere  jilsteem  and 
fiiendship^ 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  faithfdl 

humble  Servant. 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
Hon***  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

Indorsed, — ^Entered  in  Council  Minute  of  the  7th  June,  1755.'*' 


Gov.  Mo&Ris  TO  Gov.  Db  Lakcey,  1765. 

Sir: 

I  have  your  favour  with  the  Packet  for  the  Gen*,  which  I  shall 
send  forward  by  Express  ;  the  Troops,  I  imagine,  will  leave  Wills's 
Creek  in  about  two  days,  and  1  shall  have  in  little  time  a  road  open 
to  ^e  forks  of  Yohio  Gany,  by  which  the  army  will  be  supplyed 

*  There  is  no  minute  of  this  date,  one  paragraph  only  is  entered,  6th  Jv 


832  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1755. 

with  whatever  they  may  want.    I  shall  forward  the  Letter  to  Cap* 
Butherford;  and  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  Intelligenoe. 

_  I  am;  Sir, 

Your  most  ohed* 

Hnmble  Serv*, 

BOBEIIT  H.  MORBIS. 

Philad* :  28«»  of  May,  1755. 

Gov*  Delancey. 

Indorfied. 

Coppy— to  Gov'  Delancey,  May  28**,  1755* 


John  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris.  1756* 

Dear  Sir : 

I  should  not  sleep  quiet  on  my  Bed  was  this  Express  to  go  away 
without  a  line  from  me,  to  give  You  a  short  Acco^  of  our  Proceed?- 
ings.  The  Nova  Scotia  Troops  sail'd  not  'till  four  days  after  our 
Beturn  hither :  They  waited  for  their  Arms  from  England,  W* 
were  ten  Weeks  in  their  .Passage,  but  my  father  seems  to  think  that 
if  he  had  not  been-absent,  they  would  have  gone  w^  such  Arms  as 
might  have  been  had  here  3  Weeks  before  they  did.  Bous,  Shirley 
&  Proby,  in  20  Gun  Ships,  sail'd  as  their  Convoy ;  it  is  Certain  thi^ 
the  French,  at  Louisbonrg,  had  but  one  thirty  Six  Gun  Ship  there 
a  Month  ago,  &  that  they  were  almost  starving  for  want  of  Provi- 
sions. 

We  go  on  as  fast  as  I  expected  in  our  particular  Expedition,  & 
this  Province  &  Connecticut  Seem  near  ready  to  march  their  Men 
towards  Crown  Point.  Our  Begiment  will  begin  to  move  in  Com- 
panies from  hence  to  Providence,  where  Transports  are  ready  to  receive 
'em,  by  this  day  Week,  &  they  are  to  proceed  directly  to  Albany, 
without  debarking  at  New  York.  The  Master  Builder,  w*^  suffi- 
cient Workmen,  went  from  hence  ten  days,  to  build  the  two  Schoon- 
ers, w^^  w***  two  small  Bow  Gallies  as  their  Tenders,  will  be  ready 
for  Service  in  a  Month,  at  farthest,  from  their  Arrival  there. 

This  is  possitively  all  my  time  will  allow  me  to  say  to  You  at  pre- 
sent, for  my  father  takes  up  every  Moment  of  it,  &  I  imagine,  if  I 
was  not  his  Son,  as  he  is  now  a  Major  General,  he  would  declare  me 
his  Aid  de  Camp  ;  but  you  know  how  nice  he  is  in  providing  for 
those  w'*  all  y  World  beside  provide  for  first.  We  are  vastly 
happy  in  our  Corps  of  officers :  Staate,  when  he  is  not  in  Camp,  is 
much  at  y*  Province  House,  &  it  is  my  father's  request  that  he  sh' 
be  always  with  us.     Pray  excuse  me  to  M'.  Penn,  I  have  not  time 
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to  answer  his  fay'  by  this  Express,  if  Tifter  does  the  Jobb  for  my 
Mare  I  i>hall  be  quite  happy.    I  am  w^  the  warmest  Affection^ 

D'  Sir, 

Your  Oblig'd  &  most 

Obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  SHIRLEY. 

My  father  is  more  &  more  pleas'd  w*^  Billy  Alexander,  every 
Letter  be  receives  from  him.  My  father  &  myself  dont  move  from 
hence  before  three  Weeks,  every  body  else  goes  w***  y*  Regiment. 

Boston,  May  29*'»,  1755. 
Directed, 

To  The  Hon"«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Philadelphia. 
Indorsed, 

John  Shirley,  May  29'>',  1755. 


Thomas  Pknn  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir:     ^ 

Since  I  wrote  yon  the  10^  of  this  month,*  of  which  Letter  I  sent 
a  duplicate  by  way  of  Boston,  and  enclose  a  duplicate  herewith,  I 
have  received  a  Letter  from  M'.  Peters,  with  an  account  that  you 
had  called  the  Assembly,  and  communicated  to  them  Letters  you  had 
received  from  M'.  Shirley  and  M'.  Bradock,  and  asked  supplys  from 
them  for  the  services  recommended  by  those  Gentlemen ;  if  they 
should  do  what  is  expected  of  them  for  the  present  service,  you  will 
not  immediately  call  them,  but  if  they  refuse  you  will  call  them 
again,  as  you  are  enjoyn^d  by  our  joynt  Letter,  and  put  in  execution 
the  several  things  directed  in  it. 

I  have  not  yet  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  but -expect  to 
send  it  to  you  by  a  Ship  to  New  York,  Saturday.  I  heard  only  late 
last  Night  of  this  Conveyance  from  Plymouth,  and  that  I  must  pot 
lose  this  post,  and  shal  only  tel  you  I  have  no  reason  to  change  my 
opinion  with  regard  to  it ;  the  papers  that  have  passed  on  the  occa- 
sion are  printed  with  the  Messages,  between  M^  Hamilton  and  the 
former  Assembly,  together  with  the  several  Questions  and  names  of 
the  members,  which  have  been  of  groat  service.  I  recommend  it  to 
you  to  keep  close  to  the  matter  you  press  upon  them,  and  avoid  as 
much  as  possible  all  Controversy  on  any  thing  they  may  throw  in 
foreign  to  the  subject,  which  they  seek  after  in  order  to  perplex  the 
business,  this  I  have  heard  it  said  you  have  been  drawn  to  much 
into,  tho  I,  who  was  more  sensible  of  what  is  expected  in  America 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  populace,  saw  it  in  a  different  light.  I 
shall  write  you  with  the  report  in  a  few  days,  in  the  mean  time 
remain, 

Sir,        You  very  affectionale  Friend, 

THO.  PENN. 

London,  May  29, 1755. 

*  See  page  805. 
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I  think  yoa  had  better  have  avoided  miug  some  of  the  reasom 
you  did  for  not  passing  the  Bills,  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  as  those 
RcasoliB  were  more  propper  for  a  Governor  in  a  King's  Government 

Indorsed. 
M'.  Penn.    May  29*  1755. 


Gov.  M ?  TO  W.  Shirley,  Esq.,  1755. 

May  23, 1755. 
Sir, 

I  have  wrote  to  Mr.  Orme  &  S*"  John  St.  Glair,  the  state  of  the 
Road  to  the-  Ohiogany  as  it  was  reported  to  me  by  some  of  the  In- 
habitants just  come  from  it.  But  at  this  Town  of  Carli^e,  I  was 
told  by  a  person  of  good  understanding,  that  the  Persons  emplo/d 
^ho'  the  l^t  that  were  in  the  County,  did  not  understand  making 
good  &  strong  &  durable  Waggon  ways  aside  of  Hills  if  any  thing 
steep,  and  I  am  afraid  they  will  miss  it  in  this  and  perhaps  other 
places  that  require  skill  and  knowledge  in  mending  &  making  good 
Roads. 

I  shond  therefore  think  that  since  the  General  has  so  much  de- 
pendance  on  this  Road,  an  Engineer  should  be  sent  from  ye  Camp  to 
direct  &  overlook  ye  workmen.  If  this  be  not  done  expeditiously  I 
am  atraid  from  this  new  Information  on  which  I  can  depend,  that 
it  will  not  be  so  good  as  I  reported  to  the  General,  tho'  this  I  can 
be  sure  of,  that  the  Places  thro'  which  the  Road  goes,  will  admit  of 
as  good  an  one  as  can  be  made. 

As  soon  as  I  understood  this,  I  sent  two  new  hands,  who  were  re- 
commended to  me  to  be  persons  of  good  understanding  &  practice 
in  this  Branch  of  Business,  and  I  hope  they  will  be  of  service. 
But  still,  without- an  Engineer,  the  work  will  not  be  so  well  done  as 
it  ought.     Please  to  inform  ye  General  of  this. 

Carlisle,  23  May,  1755. 
Wm.  Shirley,  Esq'. 

Indorsed. 
Copy  Lre.  to  Mr.  Shirley,  23  May,  1755. 
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Gov.  MoBBis  TO  B.  Petebs,  1755. 

May  30, 1755. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  intend  this  shall  have  the  Pleasure  of  salating  your  worship  at 
Lancaster,  where  it  will  wait  yoar  Coming,  and  is  among  other  things 
to  desire  you  will  forward,  the  sending  the  forage  from  thence  as  soon 
as  you  can.  There  has  heen  a  quarrel  between  Cap^  Leslie,  the  offi- 
cer employed  by  the  Gen^  and  Mr.  Ross  the  Lawyer ;  how  it  was 
circumstanced  I  do  not  particularly  know,  nor,  as  it  happened  at  a 
Billiard  table,  do  I  think  it  very  material.  I  would  not,  however, 
haye  the  publick  service  obstructed  by  it,  and  I  must  depend  on 
year  settling  matters  so  that  the  forage* may  arrive  in  time  at  the 
Camp.  I  gave  Mr.  Leslie  when  he  was  in  town  £500,  and  shall 
send  him  five  Hundred  pounds  more  by  this  conveyance,  agreeable 
to  his  demand  and  the  general's  request  to  me,  which  I  hope  will  be 
saffieient  to  answer  His  purposes  where  he  is,  as  I  am  preparing  to 
send  sixty  waggon  Load  of  oats  and  Corn  from  hence,  for  which  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  that  I  shall  be  obliged  to  give  more  for  the  trans- 
porting of  it,  than  the  thing  is  worth,  such  advantages  are  taken  by 
the  people  of  the  Public  wants. 

I  want  much  to  hear  what  is  done  and  doing  about  the  road  of  which 
I  expect  a  full  ace*  from  you,  and  much  more  to  see  you,  having  been 
at  a  loss  for  the  want  of  your  assistance. 

I  am,  I>  Sir, 

.  Your  Most  faithful 

Friend  and  Serv*, 
ROBT.  H.  MOllRIS. 

Fhilad'a,  May  30, 
1755. 
I  shall  send  the  money  by  a  man  that  goes  out  of  town  to  morrow 
morning,  Frederick  Zeiscr,  a  drover. 

Mr.  Peters. 


DiiposiTiON  Matthias  Steelman,  1755. 

May  30, 175&. 
Kent  County  on  Delaware. 

Mathias  Steelman,  aged  about  twenty  Seven  Years  or  thereabouts, 
being  Sworn  on  ye  holly  Avanglies  of  Almighty  God,  Deposeth  and 
Saith  that  he,  this  Deponant  hath  Lived  on  a  peace  of  liand  on  Tap- 
pahananh  Mash,  that  did  Belong  to  Watman  Sipple  and  Neare  yd 
place  where  ye  s'  Sipple  has  his  Medow  on  s'd  Mash,  and  this  Depo- 
nant hath  Lived  there  three  years  and  Better,  and  have  paid  hr 
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Leyeys  in  Kent  County  on  Delaware,  with  out  any  Interrnption,  and 
this  Deponent  farder  Saith,  that  ou  ye  Second  day  of  this  Instant, 
Came  Thomas  Harris^  of  Qaeneans  County  of  ye  provinc  of  Mary- 
land, and  some  men  with  him,  and  Said  he  was  aGoing  to  Boje  a 
paroeli  of  Catle  of  Watman  Sipple  and  Impli'd  thb  dcponant  and  a 
Megro  man  to  help  him  over  ye  Mash  with  s'd  Catle,  and  when  he 
had  Carried  ye  s'd  Catle  over  ye  Mash,  But  not  of  of  ye  s'd  Land 
Called  Tappahanah,  then  ye  s'd  Harris  Destran'd  on  thirty  one  head 
of  Catlo  belong  to  s'd  Sipple  and  ye  Negro  that  he  had  ImpToied 
with  this  deponant  to  Carry  ye  Catle  as  afors'd,  which  Negro  did  Be- 
long to  ye  s'd  Sipple  But  Lived  with  this  deponant  and  farder  saith 
Not. 

his 
MATTHIAS  X  STEELMAN. 
mark. 
Taken  before  me,  ^ 

ROBT.   WlLLCOCKS. 

May,  ye  80th  day,  1755. 
Indorsed. 

Steelinan's  Deposition  to  support  Wartman  Sipple's  Petition.^ 
Copy  deliver'd,  to  the  Gov  of  Maryland. 


Deposition  Charles  YANDERFORDy  1755. 

Kent  County,  on  Delaware. 

Charles  Yandeford,  aged  about  twenty-six  years  or  thereabouts, 
being  sworn  on  y*  Holly  Avanglies  of  AUmighty  God,  Deposeth  and 
Saith,  that  he,  this  Deponent,  hath  Lived  about  Six  years  on  part  of 
a  tract  of  land  Called  Tapahanah,  and  ajoying  to  his  father's  planta- 
tion, Thomas  Yandeford,  and  Neare  y*  place  where  Watman  Sipple 
has  his  Medow,  which  is  on  Taphanah  Mash,  out  of  which  Medow 
Thomas  Harris,  of  Queen  Anne  County,  took  thirty-one  head  of 
Catle  and  one  Negro  Man,  for  Rent  dew  to  y  Lord  Baltamore,  and 
this  Deponent  farder  Saith,  that  he  has  allways  and  every  yearc 
since  he  Lived  there,  paid  his  Leveys  in  Kent  County,  on  Delaware, 
with  out  any  Inter  Ruption,  and  Never  heard  of  Aney  Rent  Being 
demanded  by  aney  person  what  ever,  till  y'  Distress  made  by  y* 
above  s*  Harris;  and  farder  saith  not. 

CHARLES  UANDERFORD. 

May  y  80*>'  day,  1755. 
Taken  before  me,  one  of  his  Majesty's  \ 

Justices  of  the  Peace  for  s*  Co.         j 

ROBT.   WiLOOCKS. 

Indorsed. 

Charles  Yandeford,  Deposition,  to  support  Wartman  Sipple'5 
Petition.  x 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  ti.  418. 
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Deposition  Thomas  Vakdefoed,  1765. 

Kent  Connij,  on  Delaware.  ^ 

Thomas  Vandeford,  aged  about  fifty-six  years,  or  tbereabouts, 
being  Sworn  on  ye  Holly  Avanglis  of  Almighty  Qod,  Deposeth  and 
Saithy  that  he,  this  Deponent,  hath  Live4  about  thirteen  years  on 
part  of  a  track  of  Land  called  Tapahanah,  that  he,  this  Deponenik| 
purchased  of  Wattman  Sipple,  and  neare  ye  plaoe  where  the  s'  Sip- 
pie's  Medow  is,  on  ye  s'  Tapahanah  Mash,  out  of  which  Medow  ye 
s'  Watman  Sipple  had  thirty-one  head  of  Catle  taken  out  by  Thomas 
Harris,  of  Queen  Anne  County,  and  also  a  Negro  Man  Belonging  to 
s'  Sipplo,  for  Bent  dew  to  ye  Lord  Baltamore,  and  this  Deponent 
farder  saith,  that  he,  this  Deponent,  hath*  always  paid  his  Levy  in 
the  County  of  Kent,  on  Delaware,  with  out  any  Interruption  by  any 
person  whatsoever,  and  never  heard  of  any  Bent  being  Demanded 
by  any  person  whatsoever  for  s'  Land,  till  this  Late  Distress,  made 
by  the  above  s'  Harris,  and  farder  saith  not. 

his 
THOMAS  X  VANDEBPOBD.* 
mark. 
May  y  30**  day,  1755. 

Taken  before  me, 

Bob.  Wilcockb. 

Indorted. 

Thomas  Vanderford  Deposition. 


Deposition  op  Albxb,   Quillin,  1755. 

Kent  County  on  Delaware. 

Alexander  Quilling,  aged  about  thirty-five  years  or  there  a  Bouts, 
being  Sworn  on  ye  Holly  Evangilis  of  Allmighty  God,  Deposeth  and 
Saith,  that  this  Deponent  haih  Lived  on  a  track  ol  Land  Called 
Tappahanah  about  foure  Years,  and  on  that  part  of  ye  s'  track  that 
Watman  Sipple  Gonveied  to  his  Son  in  Law,  And^*  Caldwell,  and  on 
ye  Second  day  of  this  Instant  Came  Thomas  Harris  of  Queen  Anne 
County  of  ye  Province  of  Marry  Land,  and  four  men  with  him,  and 
told  this  deponent  that  he  was  'a  Bout  Boying  aparcell  of  Catle  of 
Watman  Sipple,  and  pursuaded  this  deponent  to  Go  over  ye  Mash 
to  s*  Sipple's  Meadow  and  help  him  to  Bring  ye  s*  Catle  to  ye 
house  of  this  deponent,  that  he  Might  Make  a  Choyce  a  Monguest  s*^ 

♦  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  4ia 
Vol.  II.— 15 


>• 


338  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1755. 

Gatle,  for  be  Intended  to  Oo  Down  yoNack  to  s*  Sipple's  hoase  that 
Night  to  finish  ye  Bargon  on  which  this  deponent  went  with  8^ 
Harris'  Negro  Boy  to  ye  s'  Sipple's  Meadow  and  Braught  thirty-one 
head  of  Oatle  to  the  house  of  this  deponent^  where  ^  Harris  Dis- 
train' on  8*  Catle  and  one  Negro  M^^n  of  s*  Sipple's  that  Lived  att 
Matthias  Steelman's,  who  Game  with  ye  s'  Steelman  there  and  Set 
np  ye  Notis  of  ye  Distress  at  ye  dore  of  this  Deponent,  and  farder 
Saith  Not 

his 
ALEX"  X  QUILLIN  * 
mark* 
Dover,  May  80, 1755. 

The  above  Deposition  wa»  Taken  before  ^ 
me  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  |- 
the  Peace  for  s*  Cc  j 

HOBT.  WiLCOCKS. 

Indorsed — Quillin's  Deposition. 


Gov.  Shirley  to  Gov.  De  Lancet,  1755. 

Boston,  June  Ist,  1755. 
Sir— 

I  have  received  Year  Honours  Letter  date  the  20^  May,  with  the 
Opinion  of  his  Majesty's  Council  for  your  Province  upon  the  subject 
of  the  Cannon  I  desired  the  Loan  of ;  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  given 
yourself  or  the  Council  so  much  Trouble  about  this  Affair.  Had  I 
thought  that  your  sparing  two  more  of  your  Brass  twelve  Pounders 
for  the  Kiug's  service  at  Niagara  would  have  exposed  your  Fort  to 
any  danger,  I  should  not  have  urg'd  my  request  so  far  as  I  have 
done ;  which  I  have  continued  to  importune  you  for  in  my  last,  I 
would  trouble  your  Honour  no  more  about  it.  ' 

As  to  my  proposing  to  your  Honour  the  lending  of  the  ten  eighteen 
Pounders  for  his  Majesty's  Service  now  carrying  on  in  Nova  ^Scotia 
with  the  Carriages,  &c.  Mr.  Clinton  having  lent  them  to  the 
King's  service'in  the  Expedition  against  Cape  Breton  in  a  time  of 
actual  War,  I  apprehended  they  might  as  well  be  spar'd  now  with 
safety  to  the  City  of  New  York,  for  his  Majesty's  Service  in  Nova 
Scotia ;  and  as  there  were  no  Cannon  in  this  Province  so  fit  for 
Battering  pieces  in  that  Service,  I  proposed  to  your  Honour  the 
Loan  of  them,  which  I  should  not  have  troubled  you  with  if  they 
had  been  to  be  found  here.  The  same  Service  required  that  2000 
Men  should  be  rais'd  in  the  Colonies,  as  my  •  own  Government 
abounded  with  Men,  I  rais'd  at  least  1700  of  them  there,  without 

*  Beferred  to  Col.  Eeo.  VoL  VL  p.  418. 
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|>ropofliDg  it  to  your  Honour  to  raise  any  in  ybnr  own ;  I  thoagbt 
tbis  Province  might  spare  thorn  better  than  New  York;  as  I  now 
believe  that  your  Honour's  Oovernment  can  much  better  spare  the 
ten  18  Pounders  in  question  than  my  own  can  the  six  pieces  of 
Ordnance  which  I  have  sent  to  Nova  Scotia  out  of  Castle  William. 
It  must  at  least  be  allowed  that  the  Province  is  considerably  weak 
by  sparing  so  many  Men  as  also  these  Cannon  out  of  the  principal 
Battery  of  a  Fortress,  which  is  its  Key,  and  only  considerable  De* 
fence  against  any  Attack  by  Sea. 

As  to  the  six  18  Pounders  and  4  small  brass  Field  pieces;  which 
your  Honour  hath  spared  for  the  Service  of  the  Expedition  against 
Crown  point,  as  Mr.  Clinton  had  done  before,  for  the  like  service  in 
1746  :  I  understand  they  were  sent  out  of  Albany,  where  they  have 
laid  these  last  ten  years,  and  I  dont  well  see  how  the  Loan  of  them 
now  can  have  weakened  the  City  of'New  York. 

However,  Sir^  to  put  this  matter  out  of  Question,  upon  the  advice 
which  I  received  in  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Alexander  concerning  the  diffi- 
culties under  which  my  request  to  Your  Honour  for  the  two  last 
Brass  twelve  Pounders  laboured ',  I  had  caus'd  before  I  received 
your  last  Letter,  two  of  your  ten  Eighteen  Pounders,  together  with 
(wo  24  Pounders  out  of  Castle  William,  with  Carriages  and  Imple- 
ments to  be  put  on  board  a  Sloop,  which  is  to  sail  to-day  for  New 
York,  and  have  Ordered  the  two  last  mentioned  Cannon  to  be  de- 
livered to  your  Honour  with  the  two  18  Pounders,  which  I  hope 
will  be  satisfactory  to  yon  and  the  Gentlemen  of  his  Majesty's 
Council.  I  doDt  suppose  it  adviseable  for  your  Honour  to  part  with 
any  Cannon  without  their  advice ;  at  the  same  time  I  am  persuaded 
that  your  Honour's  sentiments  have  great  weight  with  them^  upon 
such,  and  indeed  every  other  occasion. 

I  shall  trouble  your  Honour  no  further  upon  this  point  than  to 
observe,  that  in  1745  and  1746  all  these  Cannon  were  lent  by  the 
Government  of  New  York  to  his  Majesty's  service  for  the  Expedi- 
tion against  Cape  Breton,  and  the  then  intended  one  against  Crown 
pointy  without  any  demand  of  their  beiog  replaced  from  this  Covern- 
luent,  and  indeed  they  were  most  readily  for  the  present  Service  in 
which  they  are  employed  without  any  hesitation  by  your  Honour 
until  I  requested  of  you  to  spare  me  the  6  12  Pounders  for  his 
Majesty's  Service  in  which  I  am  engaged  at  Niagara.  I  am  sorry 
that  that  hath  occasioned  any  difficulty^  and  upon  the  whole  would 
beg  the  favour  of  your  Honour,  if  any  should  still  remain,  to  acquaint 
me  with  it,  that  I  may  certainly  know  what  I  have  to  depend  upon, 
and  provide  as  well  as  I  can  for  the  service  in  case  of  any  disappoint- 
ment as  to  the  six  12  Pounders,  and  I  would  further  desire  if  I  am 
to  have  them,  that  your  Honour  would  be  pleased  to  give  Orders  for 
the  immediate  delivery  of  them  to  Mr.  Alexander  and  Lewis  Morris, 
that  they  may  be  transported  to  Osweego  before  the  Waters  are  too 
low. 

I  should  have  mentioned^  that  new  Carriages  were  made  here  for 
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the  eiffhi  18  Pounders,  which  are  gone  to  Nova  Sootia,  80 1  shall 
immecuatelj  retom  the  former  Carriages. 

Your  Hononrs  intentions  in  jour  Letter,  that  the  Fund  yon  have 
for  defraying  the  Expenoes  of  what  General  Braddoek  hath  Ordered 
me  to  do  for  making  Osweego  defensible  is  exhausted,  and  that  jou 
oant  bear  the  Expence  of  sending  the  Iron  Cannon  to  that  Fort :  by 
the  inclosed  Extract  of  the  General's  Instructions  to  me,  your  Honour 
will  see  that  I  am  directed  '<  to  make  Application  to  your  Honour  for 
<'  the  Money  wanted  to  make  Osweego  defensible;  out  of  those  appro- 
**  priated  hy  the  GovemmentofNew  York  far  the  Defence  of  their  Iron* 
'<  tiers"  1  remember  well  that  the  sum  mentioned  by  your  Honour  to 
the  General  in  Council  at  Alexandria  as  what  you  had  in  your  power, 
and  would  dispose  of  to  his  Orders  for  the  making  of  Osweego  defensible 
was  £500,  which  I  understood  was  the  sum  you  Confined  it  too ;  and 
I  would  not  press  your  Honour  for  any  thing  out  of  your  power,  at 
the  same  time  I  would  submit  it  to  your  Consideration  whether  it 
may  not  be  thought  something  extraordinary  for  your  Goyernment 
to  put  the  Crown  to  the  Expence  of  transporting  Cannon  to  one  of 
its  own  Forts  within  the  Province,  or  even  for  making  Carriages  for 
them }  but  that  shall  be  entirely-as  your  Honour  pleases,  all  that  I 
desire  is,  that  the  Cannon  may  be  transported  to  Osweego  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  Carriages,  &o.,  provided  for  them,  and  if  your  Govern- 
ment is  not  to  be  at  the  Expence  of  it,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
give  Orders  for*  the  immediate  delivery  of  the  Cannon  to  Messrs. 
Alexander  and  Morris,  whom  I  will  order  to  take  care  of  it  As  to 
any  sum  of  Money  which  your  Honour  may  have  advanced  above 
the  £500  in  the  above  mentioned  service  nothing  shall  be  wanting 
in  me  that  I  can  regularly  do  to  set  it  right ;  and  I  can  at  present 
see  no  difficulty  in  it 

Your  Honor  observes,  that  I  must  be  sennible  from  Mr.  Stoddart's 
Letter  which  you  put  into  my  hands,  that  the  Fort  which  the  French 
have  at  Niagara  is  a  weak  trifling  thing,  and  incapable  of  Defeneei 
and  that  you  are  of  opinion  five  hundred  would  easily  reduce  it, 
unless  the  French  Juive  time  to  throw  up  some  new  Wbrks  about  tV, 
and  reinfarce  it  with  a  Body  of  Troops.  I  agree  with  your  Honour 
in  this  ]  but  that  is  not  the  point  under  Consideration.  The  Ques* 
tion  is.  Whether  the  French  will  not  probably  have  thrown  up  new 
Works,  and  reinforced  it  with  a  Body  of  Troops,  before  the  Forces 
destined  for  the  reduction  of  that  Fort  can  arrive  at  Niagara,  espeo- 
oiallyas  the  French  have  had  an  Opportunity  of  gaining  Intelligence 
of  our  designs  against  that  Fort  by  the  way  of  Albany.  Every  Per* 
son  who  is  allowed  to  bo  a  good  Judge  in  this  matter  here'^that  I  have 
Conversed  with,  is  fully  of  that  Opinion,  as  is  the  General  Assembly 
of  this  Province,  who  have  informed  thelMielves  very  critically  in 
the  Affair  from  Mr.  Lydius  of  your  Government  and  Cap^  Kellogg 
of  this  Province,  who  are  both  remarkably  well  acquainted  with  the 
Country  and  matters  in  Question.  Your  Honour  acknowledges  in 
Your  Letter^  that  the  reduction  of  the  French  Fort  and  the  gaining 
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|ioeBe8BiQ&  of  the  Pass  at  Niagara,  are  of  ^  ^  *  *  Importanoe  to  the 
BriUsh  bterests  in  General  which  I  represent  it  to  be  off.  Upcfn 
what  then  does  Your  Honour  Ground  your  opinion;  that  the  French 
will  give  it  up  to  the  English  without  exerting  their  utmost  Efforts, 
and  mustering  a  strong  Body  of  Troops  in  the  I>efence  of  it,  before  it 
is  possible  for  the  Enelish  Forces  to  arrive  at  Niagara,  since  there 
can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  but  that  our  designs  against  it  must  be 
violently  suspected  by  them,  if  not  known  with  absolute  certainty. 

If  that  should  not  be  Your  Opinion,  then  why  does  Your  Honour 
think  that  no  part  of  the  forces  originally  designed  for  the  Expedi- 
tion against  Crown  point  can  be  spared  from  that  Service  to  strengthen 
those  which  are  designed  for  Niagara.  You  expressly  acknowledge 
in  your  Letter  that,^  '<  I  certainly  look  upon  the  attempt  against 
**  Niagara  in  a  true  light,  and  that  if  the  French  muster  a  Strong 
'^  Force  at  that  place,  it  must  weaken  their  ffiorcei  at  Orown  point. 

Your  Honour  says  in  your  Letter,  '<  That  if,  the  other  Govem- 
*^  meats  take  no  Umbrage  at  the  present  destination  of  the  New 
'^  ^enoij  fforces, — ^you  shall  acquiesce,  and  you  hope  they  will  not/' 
I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Honour  that  I  fully  laid  this  matter 
before  the  Government  of  Connecticut,  when  I  was  at  Hartford, 
and  they  took  not  the  least  umbrage  at  it ;  and  you  will  see  by  the 
Vote  of  my  own  Government,  that  they  are  far  from  doing  it,  and 
you  are  sensible  that  these  two  Governments,  with  that  of  New 
York,  will  raise  3300  of  the  4200  men  which  are  to  be  raised  for 
the  Expedition  against  Crown  pdint,  so  that  I  have  reason  to  hope 
that  neither  New  Hampshire  nor  Khode  Island  Government  will. 

I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  General  Braddock  originally  intended 
that  the  whole  Corps  of  mine  and  Sir  Will*  Pepperrells  Regiments, 
should  proceed  to  Niagara.  But  that,  as  your  Honour  advised  him 
to  post  two  Companies  of  the  latter  Regiment  at  Oswego,  for  the 
defence  of  that  Fort,  (within  the  Government  of  New  York,)  which 
jour  Honour  says  in  your  Letter,  was  the  reason  of  his  doing  it,  and 
(sonaequently  occasioned  the  lessening  of  the  Forces,  that  would 
otherwise  have  gone  in  that  Expeditioti ;  I  hope  yon  may  think  that 
a  reason,  why  neither  your  Honour  nor  your  Government  should 
take  Exception  to  those  forces  being  further  strengthened  out  of 
tboee  raised  for  the  Service  at  Crown  Point,  if  the  other  Govern- 
ments agree  to  it. 

Your  Honour  further  says  in  Your  Letter,  ^  that  I  tell  you  there 
will  most  probably  be  raised  4,700  for  the  Service  at  Crown  Point,'' 
and  further  say,  <<  that  the  Number,  according  tAhe  Quota's  of  the 
■everal  Governments,  the  Jerseys  included,  where,  as  You  was 
informed,  when  <'at  Alexandria,  4500,  Viz^ :  Massachusetts,  1200; 
*'  New  Hampshire,  600 ;  Rhode  Island,  400  ;  Conneoticutt,  1000 ; 
''  New  York,  800 ;  Jerseys,  500 ;  so  that  these  last  taken  out.  Your 
<<  Excellency  will  be  so  good  as  to  .inform  me  where  the  other  700 
''are  to  be  raised,"  and  proceed  to  say,  ''that  you  hope  Major 
M  General  Jofaason  will  be  able  to  engage  800  Indians/'    To  gwo 
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Gov.  Dbs  Lancet  to  Gov.  Morkis,  1756. 

New  Tork|  11  June,  1755. 
Sir: 

My  Son  James  is  ordered  into  voor  Goyemment  to  recruit  for  Sic 
William  Pepperel's  Regiment.  I  have  directed  him  to  waitonyoo 
to  desire  yoor  Countenance  in  His  Service.    I  am. 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  DE  LANCET. 

The  Honorable  Bobert  Hunter  Morris. 

Indorsed, 
Gov'  De  Lancey,  by  his  Son.    June  4%  1755* 


B.  i^&ANELiH  TO  B.  Peters,  1755. 

Thursday,  June  5,  '55. 
Sir: 

I  sent  M'.  Burd's  Letter*  &  yours,  which  were  given  me  by  the 
Speaker  yesterday,  to  M'.  Fox,  who  lives  nearest  to  me  of  any  of 
.  Members  of  Assembly.  I  am  not  well  enough  to  go  about  the  Town 
in  this  extreme  hot  weather ;  but  Some  of  the  Members  having  been 
kind  enouffh  to  visit  me,  I  find  they  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Appli- 
cation to  them  is  quite  improper.  Ai  they  have  had  no  Meeting  on 
the  Occasion,  and  some  of  them  decline  meeting  at  all  on  an  Affiuc 
which  they  think  no  way  belongs  to  them  to  meddle  with,  I  can  say 
nothing  further,  than,  that  I  am,  very  affectionately. 

Tours,  &o., 

B.  FBANKLIN. 

P.  S.    I  will  send  to  enquire  for  the  Letters,  &  when  I  get  them 
will  send  them  to  you. 

Directed. 

To  Bichard  Peters,  Esq'. 
Indorsed. 

B.  Franklin,  5  June,  1765. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  404. 
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Gov.  MoBRig  TO  R.  Peters,  1755. 

Thursday  morningi  June  5. 
ly  Sir  : 

I  think  the  speaker  might  condescend  to  give  an  answer  to  the 
letter  yoa  wrote,  or  since  he  does  not,  a  written  answer  should  he 
had  from  the  members  of  the  Committee ;  if  the  People  should  leavo 
the  road  for  want  of  arms,'*'  which  they  had  applyd  to  me  for,  I 
should  have  it  to  shew  that  I  had  applyd  to  those  that  have  power, 
over  Publick  money,  and  had  been  den/d  what  was  necessary  for 
the  service,  that  I  am  told  the  House  have  resolved  to  be  at  the  sole 
charge  of.  Thete  is  too  much  retfson  to  fear  that  work  will  be  in- 
terupted  by  some  stragling  Indians,  or  may  be  only  by  the  fears  and 
defenceless  state  of  those  employd  in  the  work— and  the  march  and 
supply  of  the  army  made  more  difficult  by  that  means — the  whole 
blame  of  which  I  must  have  it  in  my  power  to  throw  off  myself.  '  I 
must  therefore  insist  on  an  answer  in  writing,  which  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  procure  time  enough  to  write  to  Burd,  by  M'.  Swaine. 

Yours, 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 
Directed,  M'  Peters. 

Jbidoned,  OoV  Morris,  5  June,  1756. 


B.  Peters  to  Isaac  Norris. 

To  Isaac  Norris,  Esquire. 

Sir: 

An  opportunity  now  offering  to  send  an  answer  to  M'.  Burd,  I 
have  the  Qovemors  Commands  to  desire  your  Answers  to  imy  Letter 
of  yesterday,  which  you  will  please  to  favour  me  with  by  my  Ser- 
vant. 


Extract  op  a  Letter  from  Gov'r  Hopkins  to  Gov'r 
Shirlet,  dated  Providence,  June  5th,  1755. 

Your  Excellency's  letter,  accompanied  by  Extracts  from  Major 
General  Johnson's  letter  and  his  Instructions  I  receiv'd  by  Express 
on  Saturday  Evening,  &  on  Tuesday  by  the  Post,  was  favoured  w*^ 
jour  other  letter,  and  the  resolve  of  your  Great  &  General  Court, 
impowering  your  Excellency  to  take  500  of  the  forces  rais'd  for  the 
Expedition  to  Crown  Point  w'^  you,  in  your  midland  Enterprize. 

The  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony  will  meet  on  Monday  next, 
when  I  shall  lay  the  several  mattery,  recommended  by  you;  as  also 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  408. 
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those  mentioned  bj  GeneralJobnaon  before  them,  and  shall  not  &il  to 
do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  prevail  with  the  Asisembly  to  take  effec- 
taal  measnres,  that  all  may  be  done  therein  that  is  fit  for  them  to 
do.  There  is  no  doabt  but  they  will  accede  to  the  Resolve  of  your 
Assembly;  for  part  of  the  forces  destin'd  for  Crown  Point  going  to 
Niagara. 

Indorsed* 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Gov'  Hopkins  to  Gov'  Shirley,  dated  6*^ 
June,  1766. 


Gov.  Db  Lancey  to  Gov."  Morris  1755. 

New  York,^  June,  1756. 
Sir: 
I  send  you  a  Copy  of  the  Minutes  at  Alexandria,  according  to 

Jrour  request,  by  Captain  Ord,*  who  came  Hither  from  Newfonnd- 
and,  and  is  going  through  Philadelphia,  in  his  way  to  General 
Braddock,  to  command  the  train  ;  hcis  a  Gentleman  that  seems  to 
understand  his  business  well,  is  modest  and  very  obliging,  he  has 

§iven  me  a  plan  for  fortifying  Statten  Island;  his  Merit,  and  the 
ervice  he  goes  on,  will  entitle  him  to  your  advice  &  assistance.  I 
hear  your  Assembly  are  again  to  meet^  I  hope  the  result  will  be  for 
the  public  Service.    I  amj 

Sir, 
^  Your  most  obedient  &  most 

humble  Servant, 

JAMES  DE  LANCEY. 
Governor  Morris. ' 

Indorsed. 
Gov*  Delancy,  by  Cap*.  Ord,  Commander  of  the  train. 
7  June,  1755. 


W;  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Dear  Morris, 

I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  20th  May,  &  have  Seen  that  to 
Cap*  Orme  giving  an  acco*  of  ye  State  of  Affairs  in  Europe,  from 
w*'^  a  War  Seems  unavoidable.  Your  Speech  to  your  Assembly  in- 
dos'd  in  mine  is  drawn  with  proper  Spirit  &  Sense,  and  in  my 
opinion  founded  upon  very  good  Eeasons.  I  wrote  you  Some  time 
ago  a  Letter  full  of  Complaints,  and  forget  at  present  whom  it  went 
by;  the  Truth  is  I  have  many  things  that  give  me  much  nneasineaSi 
W^  I  had  rather  tell  you  than  write  to  yon,  and  w*^  put  me  ahnoat 

*  See  Colon.  Beo.,  Vol.  VX.,  p.  865. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVBS  1765.  847 

bejond  my  Stock  of  patience :  I  never  expected  ye  most  perfect 
Conduct  with  regard  to  Some  Friends  of  yoors  &  mine,  but  i  cottld 
not  have  imagined  it  would  have  been  so  intolerable.  On  Monday 
we  move  from  this  place  with  200  Waggons :  How  we  shall  eet  that 
Number  over  Such  Koada  &  thro^  such  weather  as  we  have  had  for 
some  time  past  I  know  not,  however  I  doubt  not  we  shall  get  thro' 
it;  We  compute  that  we  shall  be  before  Fort  Duquesne  in  little 
more  than  three  weeks,  If  we  are  not  long  detainM  there ;  the  De- 
sign Seems  to  be  to  go  down  Lake  Erie  in  order  to  join  ye  Northern 
Forces  at  Niagara.  I  have  shewn  ye  Oeneral  th£t  part  of  your 
Letter  to  me  relating  to  ye  present  of  provision  you  intend  making 
him.  If  I  knew  what  you  had  advanced  for  Forage,  I  would  take 
care  you  sh'  have  Bills  Sent  you  upon  Col.  Hunter,  without  that  it 
will  be  impossible,  &  I  am  affiaid  therefore  cannot  be  in  my' power 
before  we  go :  Leslie  is  not  expected  at  ye  Oamp  for  Some  time.  I 
took  ye  liberty  of  a  Friend  in  my* last  of  giving  you  advice;  I  am 
sensible  how  little  you  stand  in  need  of  any  thing  of  that  Sort  from 
me,  but  I  could  not  hear  any  thing  ye  least  to  your  disadvantage 
without  writing  to  you  upon  it.  The  persons  from  whom  I  received 
my  Intelligence  were  ye  Franklin's  who  expressed  a  great  opinion 
of  your  Honor  &  ability :  you  tell  me  in  one  of  your's  that  ye  Father 
Is  a  sensible  man,  but  too  much  attached  to  a  wrong  headed  party; 
I  thought  ye  Reverse  ^of  him,  otherwise  sh'  not  have  paid  so  much 
Begard  to  his  or  his  Son's  opinion  in  ye  matter,  as  I  know  what 
effect  Faction  has  upon  ye  most  able  and  most  deserving  men  in 
other  respects:  If  therefore  I  was  intirely  without  reason,  as  I  sus« 
pect  I  was,  in  what  I  hinted  to  you,  I  oanaot  think  you  will  take  it 
amiss  from  me,  but  rather  otherwise. 

I  have  it  much  at  heart  to  do  ye  Business  we  are  about  at  this 
Crisis  in  ye  most  effectual  manner,  but  own  to  you  at  ye  same  time. 
I  shall  be  very  glad  when  ye  Campaign  is  over.  Adieu,  dear  Morris^ 
I  can  Say  no  more  to  you  at  present  than  that  I  am 

Most  Sincerely  and  affectionately, 

W.  SHIRLEY.* 
Fort  Cumberland,  June  7, 1755. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  write  to  Mr.  Peters ;  I  beg  you  would 
give  my  Service  to  him  and  excuse  me.  He  has  desir'd  an  Engineer 
for  ye  Road ;  It  is  thought  impossible  at  present  to  Send  one. 

My  Friend  Orme. presents  his  best  Complim**. 

Direction. — On  His  Majesty's  Service,  To  the  Hon"'  Robert 
Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Governor  of  Pensilvania,  at  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed. — W.  Shirley,  that  the  troops  would  move  with  two 
hundred  waggons  on  Monday  ye  9th.    N.  62. 

.*  ?onof  Gov.  S. 
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Pass  given  by  Gkn.  Braddock  for  certain  Females,  1755. 

By  His  Excellency  Edward  Braddock,  Esq'.,  General  and 
[L.  S.]        Commander  in  Chief  of  all  His  Majes.  Forces  in  North 
America. 

I  do  hereby  Certifie  that  the  Bearers,  Mary  Welch,  Elizabeth 
Webster,  Mary  Walker,  Mary  Crab,  Darkey  Morcton,  Margaret 
Fergason,  Margaret  MoPherson,  Mary  Jones,  Rose  Larthy,  Mary 
Wray,  Margaret  Qates,  Catharine  McFarland,  Jane  Campbell, 
Catharine  Watson,  Anne  Manning,  Susanna  Duncan,  Anne  Mo 
Donald,  Mary  Ryo,  Margaret  Doggett,  Elizabeth  Bickerby,  Anne 
Anderson,.  Jean  Anderson,  Mary  Scott,  Anne  Totle,  Christiana  Fer- 
gason, Mary  Dimond,  Eleanor  Lemmon  &  Sarah  Lord,  are  wives  to 
Soldiers  belonging  to  the  Forces  nnder  my  Command ;  And  all 
persons  whatsoever  are  hereby  requir'd  to  suffer  'em  to  pass  without 
hindrance  of  molestation ;  Given  at  the  Camp  at  Fort  Camberland| 
the  Ninth  Day  of  June,  1755. 

E.  BRADDOCK.* 
By  His  Excellency's  Command, 

W.  Shirley. 
Indorsed. — Protection  for  Soldier's  Wives,  9  th  June,  1755. 


Copies  of  letters  from  Wm.  Alexander  to  Govbrnor 

Shirley,  1755.t 

New  York,  May  10%  1755. 

Sir  : 

In  obedience  your  Excellency's  Command  I  shall  take  every  op- 
portanity  of  Writing  to  You.  Cap*  Bradstrect,  with  the  two  Companies 
nndcr  his  Command,  embarked  last  Tuesday  Morning,  and  SaiTd  on 
Wednesday,  the  fine  Winds  he  had  must  have  carried  him  to  Albany 
before  Thursday  Night.  I'm  afraid  he'l  be  kept  there  some  time  for 
want  of  Battoes ;  he  has  with  him  every  thing  You  Ordered  me  to 
supply  him  with.  Have  also  sent  with  him  Eight  Ship  Carpenters, 
four  Sawyers,  One  Wheelwright  and  two  Black  smiths,  and  shall 
this  Afternoon  send  up  six  Sawyers  more,  so  that  I  am  in  hopes 
material  sufficient  will  be  ready  at  Osweego,  when  the  Master  Build 
crs  and  other  Carpenters  from  Boston  arrive  there,  to  go  immedi« 
ately  to  work  on  the  Vessels.  One  Vessel  arrived  here  Yesterday 
with  Provisions  (in  part  of  the  Pensilvania  £10,000)  which  have 
sent  up  to  Albany  Consigned  to  Mosea  Emerson,  and  in  his  tbsonoe 

'' See  Colpn.  Rec,  Vol.  VI.,  pp.  4^^,  4^0.    .  \  ^w^ \«v%*  866. 
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to  Bobert  Saanden,  agreeable  to  the  directions  sent  by  the  Com- 
mittee at  Boston  to  that  at  Philadelphia.  • 

The  Articles  to  be  provided  here  for  the  Niagara  Expedition  are 
in  great  forwardness,  and  hope  to  have  them  aU  at  Schenectady  in 
less  than  a  fortnight. 

On  Wednesday  last  I  waited  on  Gov'  De  Lanoy  for  his  leave  to 

try  the  aJx  Brass  Cannon  you  ordered  us  to  get  proved,  when  he 

told  me  that  the  Council  had  agreed  to  spare  only  four  twelve 

Pounders.     I  told  him  I  believed  you  had  depended  on  having  six 

at  least,  and  that  in  viewing  the  Cannon  I  had  found  one  Brass 

Eighteen  Pounder  that  weighs  but  2500*<^  neat  and  beg'd  at  least  to 

have  that  added  to  the  four  twelve  Pounders,  he  said  he  would  not 

consent  to  it  without  the  advice  of  Council,  and  believed  that  they 

would  not  consent  to  part  with  any  18   Pounders,  as  they  wanted 

ifaem  for  the  defence  of  this  place.     I  told  him  if  that  was  the  only 

Objection  it  could  be  got  over  by  your  replacing  it  with  a  twenty- 

foar  Pounder,  and  then  proposed  to  him  that  I  should  have  hie 

/eave  to  to  try  all  the  Brass  Cannon  that  are  light  enough  for  your 

p«:arpo8e,  and  that  you  might  hereafter  settle  the  Number  that  are  to 

g'r>,  to  which  he  consented,  and  I  have  since  picked  out  seven,  six 

o£^    them  twelve  Pounders  and  one  Eighteen  Pounder,  which  are  to 

b^    tried  this  Afternoon,  and  I  believe  if  Your  Excellency  sends  two 

ox-     three  twenty-four  Pounders  from  Castle  William  to  be  left  here, 

t^^csre  will  be  no  difficulty  in   obtaining   those  seven,  indeed  there 

will  then  be  no  Room  for  Objections  left. 

^he  Eight  hundred  Men  of  this  Province,  I  believe,  will  be  raised 
ii^  time.  The  Command  of  them  is  not  yet  fixed.  150  Battoes  are 
C^«*dered  to  be  built  for  their  use, -But  there  is  not  one  yet  a  building 
^^**  the  forces  of  your  Government,  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island  nor 
^^unecticut  if  they  are  to  be  built  it  is  high  time  Orders  should  be 
P^-v-^n  for  that  purpose,  nor  is  any  one  .thing  preparing  here  for  the 
Cx*own  Point  Expedition  beyond  the  fitting  out  of  the  800  Men. 
I  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  Things  Commodore  Keppel  was  to 

T  shall  inclose  the  Minutes  of  the  Assembly  here,  which' Yqur  Ex-* 
c^llency  desired  me  to  get  for  you.  Also  a  Copy  of  the  List  and 
*'^timate  of  the  Provisions  and  C loathing,  &c.,  of  the  Jersey  forces, 
^y  which  You  will  see  what  they  are  provided  with.  The  Provisions 
^^t  We  are  purchasing  hero  for  Your's  &  Sur  William  Pepperel's 
^^^ments  are  Bread,  Pork,  Beef  and  Peas,  and  some  Rum ;  if 
there  should  be  any  other  Articles  necessary  We  should  be  glad  to 
™"V^  directions  as  soon  as  possible. 

^1  intend  to  set  out  for  Albany  to-morrow,  and   shall  put  every 

**^g  there  as  forward  as  possible. 

I  am,  &c 

^0  Gov'  Shirley,  at  Boston. 
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Albany,  May  18**,  1755. 

Sir : 

I  bad  tbe  Hcmour  of  Writing  to  Your  Excellency  tbe  10^  Inst 
from  New  Tork.  I  set  out  from  thence  tbe  12*^  and  came  h^e 
Yesterday  Evening.  I  find  that  Cap*  King,  with  his  Company,  left 
Bobenectady  tbe  10**,  and  'tis  expected  he  will  pass  the  Carrying 
pla(»9  thb  day.  Cap*  Barford,  with  bis  Company,  left  Schenectady 
last  Toesd&y,  and  Cap*  Bradstreet  with  bis  on  Tuesday. 

There  have  been  several  French  Indians  in  this  Town  lately,  par- 
ticnlarly  one  Tom  Wileman,  who,  as  be  speaks  both  Dutch  and 
English,  is  very  fit  to  get  Intelligence  for  them,  and  on  Cap*  Brad- 
street's  arrival  went  away  in  haste  last  Snnday  morning ;  more  are 
expected  here  to-day  or  to-morrow.  It  is  said  here,  that  the  Oarri« 
son  of  Crown  Point  is  400  men,  that  the  French  in  Canada  have  no 
apprehensions  of  any  Attack  from  the  English  this  Summer.  But 
of  these  matters,  I  suppose  Col.,  Johnson  give  your  Excellency  a 
more  particular  Account  by  this  Conveyance  than  can  be  collected 
in  this  Town,  as  I  hear  there  is  a  French  Grentleman  just  arrived  at 
his  House  from  Montreal. 

The  People  of  Bumetafield,  whom  I  engaged  to  go  and  clear  tbe 
upper  part  of  the  Mohawk's  Rivers  kud  the  Wood  Creek,  are  I  hear 
already  at  Work.  The  Wood  Creek  is  what  most  wants  mending, 
and  as  it  is  a  narrow  winding  Creek  with  great  Numbers  of  large 
Trees  banging  over  it,  it  is  in  tbe  power  of  a  few  Indians  to  fell  as 
many  Trees  into  it,  in  two  or  three  days,  as  would  require  a  Month 
to  Clear  out  again.  Wherefore  I  believe  it  would  be  of  great  nse, 
that  one  Company  of  Pepperell's  Regiment  encamp  at  the  further 
end  of  the  great  Carrying  place,  and  it  wouFd  be  better  still  if  a 
Company  be  encamped  at  each  end  of  that  Carrying  place,  but  as 
they  might  Guard  the  Battoes  at  each  end,  it  would  save  the 
Trouble  and  Expense  of  transporting  a  ereat  Number  of  Battoes 
over  the  Carrying  place,  besides  some  of  those  Men  may  be  employ- 
ed in  making  the  Road  over  tbe  Carrying  place  and  tbe  Passage 
<down  the  Wood  Creek  still  better,  it  will  also  render  it  much  more 
safe  for  the  Troops  to  go  to  Osweego  in  small  Parties,  which  I  must 
beg  leave  to  advise,  for  besides  the  many  inconveniencies  that  will 
attend  their  going  in  large  bodies  and  loosing  time  in  passing  the 
Carrying  places^  a  great  deal  more  time  will  be  saved  if  tbey  imme- 
diately begin  to  march  off  in  Companies  as  they  can  get  ready,  at 
the  distance  of  a  day  or  two  of  each  other,  if  your  Excellency  ap* 
proves  of  this,  it  will  be  proper  that  Col.  Mercer  has  your  Orders 
to  begin  to  send  up  the  Men  of  Sir  Will*"  Pepperell's  Regiment  in 
that  manner  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  they  take  a  proportion  of 
Provision  and  such  other  things  as  from  time  to  time  may  be  ready 
to  go,  under  their  protection.  I  find  it  absolutely  necessary  to  have 
two,  or  at  least  one  Man  in  a  Battoe  that  understands  the  manage- 
of  them.    Cap*  King  and  Bradstreet  are  both  provided  in  thitt 
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manner,  and  there  are  very  few  now  left  either  here  or  at  Scheneo- 
tadj  who  are  fit  for  that  purpose,  so  that  it  will  he  imposaihle  to  get 
enough  of  these  People  if  the  Troops  go  altogether,  hat  if  they  go 
in  Parties,  the  same  Persons  may  return  and  ffo  two  or  three  Trips. 

In  my  Letter  of  the  10*^  I  mentioned  to  Ydar  Ezoellency  that  I 
had  piokod  out  seven  pieces  of  Brass  Cannon  which  Oof  Do  Lancey 
had  given  me  leave  to  try,  they  were  tried  that  afternoon  and  stood 
the  proof  extremely  well.  I  shonld  he  very  glad  if  Yoar  STzoel- 
lenc^  could  prevail  on  Gov'  De  Lanoey  to  let  you  have  all  seven,  and 
that  we  could  have  his  leave  to  send  them  up  here  directly,  for  I 
would  willingly  have  every  thing  ready  at  Schenectady  to  embark 
when  you  arrive  there. 

I  haye  not  yet  seen  Col.  Johnson,  But  as  it  appears  to  me  to  be  abso- 
lotely  necessary  to  build  two  or  three  strong  Store-houses  between 
this  and  the  Oreat  Carrying  place  to  Crown  Point  before  the 
Provisions  and  Stores  are  sent  up.  I  can't  help  acquainting  Tour 
Excellency  th^t  I  think  it  will  be  very  proper  that  such  of  the 
Forces  designed  for  the  Enterprize  against  Crown  Point  as  are  ready 
do  as  soon  as  possible  March  to  Cover  the  Execution  of  that  Work, 
what  reiilerB  their  coming  here  soon  the  more  necessary  is,  that  by 
some  unaccountable  Panic  got  into  the  People  to  the  Northward  of 
this  Town,  they  have  all  left  the  Plantations  on  that  side  to  within 
three  or  four  Miles  of  the  ToWn,  and  there  is  no  getting  any  Body 
to  do  any  thing,  that  way,  but  under  strong  Guards. 

I  am,  Sir,  Ac. 

To  Qor  Shirley,  at  Boston. 

Albany,  May  27%  1756. 

Sir : 

Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  tbe.20%  by  Joseph  Glidden,  I 
received  yesterday  afternoon.  He  and  the  other  five  Ship  Carpen- 
ters set  out  this  Morning  for  Schenectady,  where  they  are  to  embark 
to-morrow  Morning  for  Osweego,  in  Company  with  12  Battoes, 
which  I-  send  there  with  Provisions,  each  of  these  Battoes  have  two 
Men  in  them,  who  in  General  are  provided  with  Fire  Arms.  This 
is  all  the  Guard  it  is  possible  to  get  for  the  Carpenters  (for  there  are 
no  Troops  left  here)  and  I  am  in  hopes  it  will  be  sufficient,  for  the 
People  of  this  Country  are  daily  passing  betwixt  this  and  Osweego, 
without  any  apprehension  of  danger  that  way. 

The  Stores  sent  us  by  Commodore  Keppel,  and  most  of  the  other 
Necessaries,  for  the  two  Vessels,  are  already  in  proper  Store-houses 
at  Schenectady,  also  the  greatest  part  of  the  Provisions,  which 
Your  Excellency  Ordered  to  be  provided  for  your  own  and.  Sir 
William's  Kegiments,  and  Stores  are  there  provided  to  receive  all  the 
other  Necessaries,  which  shall  be  sent  there  as  fast  as  they  arrive 
here. 

I  have  viewed  all  the  Grounds  about  Schenectady  fit  for  Enc 
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menUy  and  three  places  which  I  think  the  most  oonyenient  I  shall 
have  Plans  of,  ready  to  lay  before  Your  Excellency  at  New  York. 
Col.  Glen's  House,  which  is  the  most  convefaient  about  Schenectady, 
will  be  proposed  for  Your  Excellency's  own  quarters.  I  have  also 
engaeed  for  you  a  convenient  House  in  this  Town.  A  Number  of 
People  are  at  Work  in  the  Wood  Creek,  and  on  the  Carrying  Place, 
to  m^nd  the  Passage  there  which  was  the  most  needful  to  Osweego. 
Others  are  employed  in  making  Passages  thro'  the  most  shallow 
Rifts  in  the  Mohawk's  River.  I  have  directed  two  Store-houses  to 
be  built,  one  on  each  end  of  the  Carrying  place,  of  Strong  Logs, 
Covered  and  floor'd  with  Bark,  85  feet  Long  and  20  feet  broad. 
These  will  be  sufficient,  and  the  cost  of  them  trifling,  but  it  will  be 
of  great  use  that  some  Men  encamp  at  each  of  the  s^  Houses,  until 
all  the  Stores  are  carried  over.  The  Battoes  are  in  great  forwardness, 
the  whole  Number  of  them  which  Your  Excellency  Ordered  will  be 
ready  at  Schenectady  within  twenty  days  from  this  time,  and  every 
thing  else  which  you  have  Ordered,  I  think  may  be  there  before 
that  time.  And  I  must  take  the  Liberty  of  saying  that  I  heartily 
wish  Your  Excellency  with  the  Troops  could  be  there  about  that 
time,  many  thingiB  make  it  necessary  that  no  time  be  1^.  The 
Water  in  the  Mohawk's  River  and  Wood  Creek  grows  shallow  about 
the  middle  and  latter  end  of  the  Summer,  which  makes  the  Passage 
tedious.  The  French  in  Canada  are  not  in  the  least  apprized  or  ap* 
prehensive  of  any  Attack  from  the  English,  but  on  the  Ohio,  and  to 
the  Eastward,  The  Troops  going  to  Osweego  is  looked  upon  only  aa 
a  Reinforcement  of  that  Garrison,  and  Col.  Johnson's  Enterprise 
will  be  looked  upon  as  only  a  design  of  building  a  strong  Fort  on  the 
Cairying  place,  a  Report  of  which  they  have  had  aowe  time.  The 
Gov  oL  Canada  has  acquainted  the  Caghnawagas  that  he  has  noth« 
ing  against  it,  if  they  don't  come  over  the  middle  of  the  Carrying 
place,  so  far  he  allows  the  English  to  have  right,  but  if  they  do  he 
is  determined  to  oppose  with  Force.  ^  This  is  what  all  the  Caghna- 
wagas lately  here,  and  the  French  Gentleman  mentioned  in  my  last. 
Agree  in. 

I  have  obtained  an  actual  Survey  of  Osweego  and  the  Fort  there, 
also  an  actual  Survey  of  the  greatest  part  of  tha  way  between  that 
place  and  this.  The  Maps  and  Plans  of  which  I  shall  have  ready  at 
New  York.  Several  of  the  principal  Indian  Traders  have  promised 
me,  that  if  Your  Excellency  Chuses  it,  they  will  attend  You  to 
Osweego,  or  where'ver  else  you  please.  Some  of  them  may  be  of 
great  use. 

There  are  no  Sailors  to  be  had  hero,  and  I  believe  but  few  at  New 
York ;  if  You  can  get  about  20  good  ones  from  Boston  We  may^  I 
believe^  make  up  the  remainder  at  about  50*  $terl.  ^  Month. 

*  Referred  to  in  foregoing. 
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By  a  Sloop  just  arrived  from  New  York,  I  have  an  account  of  the 
Arriyal  of  a  Vessel  there  in  28  days  from  London^  and  brings  advice 
that  a  War  is  speedily  expected. 

If  the  Wind  be  fair,  I  shall  set  oat  for  New  York  this  afternoon. 

I  am^  Sir^  &c. 
To  Gov  Shirley^  at  Boston. 

New  York,  June  5%  1765. 
Sir, 

*nc  last  Letter  I  wrote  to  Your  Excellency,  was  of  the  27'*'  May, 
from  Albany,  by  Ellick  Thorp,  that  day  I  left  Albany,  und  came 
here  last  Friday.  Since  that  time,  have  been  employed  in  dispatching 
from  hence  the  Stores  and  Provisions  for  the  Niagara  Expedition,  I 
hope  the  whole  of  those  will  be  from  hence  by  the  end  of  this  week. 

Yesterday  I  received  the  Duplicate  of  your  Excellency's  favour 
of  the  24^  May,  with  the  addition  thereto,  and  Copy  of  yonr  Letter 
to  Gov'  De  Lancey,  'tis  likely  that  the  Original  of  the  Letter  will 
npt  be  produced  to  the  Council  or  the  World  here,  and  that  some 
kind  of  Excuse  will  be  made  to  your  Excellency  for  Oliver's  Asser^ 
tions  iQ  the  presence  of  Mr.  Fitch,  perhaps  evade  it,  Wherefore  I 
shall  not  let  them  know  that  I  have  a  Copy  of  that  Letter,  till  'tis 
probable  they  have  wrote  yon  in  answer  thereto,  for  Oliver  has  often 
since  hifl  Ketum  from  Concecticnt,  made  the  same  Assertions  here^ 
with  other  things  unbecoming  him,  and  I  doubt  not  but  by  his  Answer, 
he  will  brine  some  Contradiction  on  himself,  in  the  meantime;  the 
matter  shall  be  truly  represented  to  the  proper  Persons  here. 

In  my  last  Letter,  I  acquainted  your  Excellency  that  I  had  di-^ 
rected  two  Storehouses  to  be  built  on  the  Carrying  place,  but  on 
talking  to  Col.  Johnson  about  it,  he  told  me  he  thought  it  would 
displease  the  Indians  to  do  it  without  their  Consent,  and  promised 
me  he  would  use  his  Endeavours  to  obtain  that,  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Six  Nations  at  his  House,  which  is  to  be  al^out  this"  time.  Where- 
fore  I  directed  the  matter  to  be  suspended  till  thpn,  and  shall  now 
write  to  Col.  Johnston  that  it  may  go  on.^ 

We  are  now  fitting  out  with  Provisions  and  Necessarys,  the  200 
men  for  Sir  Will"  PepperreU's  Regiment,  which  your  Excellency 
has  Ordered  to  Encamp  on  the  Carrying  place,  which  shall  all  be 
ready  to  Morrow.  But  I  don't  expect  they'l  move  from  hence  till 
Monday  or  Tuesday  next,  as  some  of  the  Officers  for  that  Service' 
are  still  out  Recruiting.  By  Saturday,  I  hope  to  dispatch  Cap^ 
Broadly  and  Loforey,  with  all  the  Remainder  of  the  Stores  for  the 
Vessels,  and  that  the/l  be  so  forward,  to  be  at  Schenectady  ready 
to  embark  when  the  200  men  come  there. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

To  Gov  Shirley,  at  JBoston. 
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New  York,  June  7*  im 
Sir, 

The  foregoing  is  a  Copy  of  my  last,  which  went  bjC&f^.Ovei, 
(via  Rhode  Isle,)  who  is  going  by  Order  of  Commodore  Keppdu) 
f  unda  Bay,  to  take  the'  Command  of  the  Vulture  Sloop,  the  tv 
cancy  thereby  made  of  the  Officers  of  the  Osweego  and  0&tano,is 
filled  by  Cap'.  Laforcy,  who  is  arrived  here  from  the  Commodore  (or 
that  purpose. 

Yeur  Excellency's  favour  of  the  2'  I  have,  and  shall  immodiatel] 
write  to  Mr.  Steveoson,  of  Albany,  to  have  materials  ready,  in  c^ 
you  should  Order  100  Battoes  more,  and  if  you  do  determine  to  baTe 
them,  it  will  be  best  to  let  Mr.  Stevenson  know  of  it  direct  from 
Boston,  as  it  will  save  a  good  deal  of  time. 

The  Council  here  have  on  Friday  last  Agreed  to  spare  joqt  Ex- 
cellency 7  of  the  8  Brass  Cannon  here,  six  twelve  Pounders,  k  OTie 
Eighteen  Pounder.     The  Morning  the  Council  agreed  to  it,  Gor 
De  Lancey  told  me  he  believed  they  would  not  agree  to  let  either  of 
the  18  Pounders  go.  On  which  I  beg'd  of  him  to  endeavour  to  obtain 
the  one  which  is  lightest|  and  to  represent  to  them  that  a  Gqd  so  fit 
for  the  Service,  ought  to  go  by  all  means,  for  its  weight  is  bat25d 
The  other  I  was  not  anxious  about,  as  I  believe  it  is  quite  too  heavy 
for  the  Mohawks  River,  its  weight  is  88ct,  which  is  a  1000  weight 
more  than  the  Battoes  can  bear,  and  if  they  are  made  much  larger, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  get  them  thro'  some  of  the  short  horns  in 
the  Wood  Creek.     Those  seven  brass  Cannon  were  yesterday  put  on 
board  a  Sloop  for  Albany,  also  seven  Iron  nine  Pounders,  to  be  ex- 
changed at  Albany  for  six  Pounder^,  ^for  the  defence  of  Osweego,) 
there  being  no  six  Pounders  here,  tne  Carriages  for  the  latter  We 
had  made  here,  &  are  also  going  up. 

Mr.  Morris  and  I  now  write  to  the  Committee  at  Philadelphia,  to 
proceed  as  you  direct  with  regard  to  the  Provisions.  About  120  Bar- 
rth  Beef  which  came  from  thence  lately,  we  took  into  Store  to  wait 
your  further  orders,  But  we  shall  now  send  them  to  Mr.  Emerson. 

What  Articles  we  have  yet  paid  for,  (of  those  your  Excell'  Ord*) 
We  have  taken  Heceipts  on  the  Accounts,  but  for  the  future  we 
shall  pay  all  Accounts  in  the  presence  of  one  or  two  Witnesses,  who 
may  swear  to  the  Bona  fide  Payment  of  them,  and  your  Excell'  may 
depend  that  We  shall  endeavour  to  have  all  our  Accounts  as  clear 
and  as  well  Vouched,  as  the  nature  of  the  Business  will  admit  of. 

We  have  inlisted  14  very  good  Seamen,  at  £^  10  0  this  Currency 
per  Month,  besides  two  liiggers  at  £6  0  0,  and  a  Gunner  at  £4 10  0, 
for  the  Osweego  &  Ontario,  &  hope  to  get  some  more  in  the  Morn- 
ing, and  to  send  them  all  away  with  the  Officers  to  morrow. 

Since  Writing  the  above,  I.  rec*  your  Excell*^"  favour  by  Thorp, 
with  the  Copy  of  your  Letter  of  the  1»'  to  Gov'  De  Lancey,  aod 
shall  do  therewith  as  you  have  directed. 

I  am^  &C. 

To  Gov.  Shirley,  at  Boston. 


r  '* 
'4. 


r  . 
'■'■•■ 
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New  York,  June  Q^\  1755. 
i:.:.      Dear  Sir, 

-^.: ::         I  do  almost  deserve  Your  di8p1ea8ure,,biit  bave  bope  tbat  you  will 

forgive  me,  for  not  writing  you  from  time  to  time  what  is  doing  here, 

:>?:      and  that  you  will  attribute  it  to  my  being  neceasarily  out  of  Town, 

xi::i^     and  in  a  great  hurry  of  Business,  which  were  the  real  Causes,  and 

on  promising  yery  fairly,  to  write  you  hereafter  as  often  as  I  can. 
:: :  The  best  way  now  of  letting  you  know  what  is  done  here  by  your 

Nephew  Lewis  and  me  towards  the  Niagara  Expedition,  is  to  send 
you  Copies  df  our  Letters  to  Goy'  Shirley,  in  which  we  have  from 
time  to  time  acquainted  him  what  we  were  doing,  of  mine  you  havQ 
Copies  herewith,  and  as  it  is  Sunday,  I  can't  at  present  send  you 
Lewis',  but  you  shall  have  them  per  next  Conveyance. .  I  know  it 
will  give  you  pleasure  to  hear  that  Gov'.Shirley  expresses  great  satis* 
faction  at  what  is  done,  which  he  does  very  politely  in  all  his  Letters 
to  us.  ' 

By  letters  which  we  have  from  Boston  by  this  Post,  &  by  an  Ex- 
press this  Evening,  I  find  Gov'  Shirley's  Regiment  begins  to  move 
from  thence  to  morrow,  for  Providence,  where  Vessels  are  ready  to 
take  them  in.     Cap*.  Kinneer  is  appointed  Aid  do  Camp. 

By  the  last  Post,  and  again  by  this,  I  write  to  Mr.  Turner  about 
the  Pork  wanted  for  General  Braddock,  I  also  now  write  in  behalf 
of  Lewis  &  self,  to  Mr.  Miflin  &  Co.,  advising  them  that  we  can  pur- 
chase the  like  Quantity  here.  If  you  think  more  Pork  will  soon  be 
wanting  for  General  Braddock,  we  will  secure  a  Quantity  of  it 
here. 
Be  pleased  to  let  M'.  Tinker,  Jun',  know  that  Gov  Shirley's 
^legiment  will  be  here  soon,  and  that  it  will  be  proper  he  brings 
with  him  the  Men  recruited  by  Rutherford,  of  Trentown,  by  order 
of  Cap^  Shirley,  to  join  the  Regiment  here.  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  that  Gentlemen,  or  would  not  take  this  Liberty  with  you. 

Be  pleased  to  make  my  Compliments  to  Mr.  Pownel.     I  don't 
expect  to  have  time  to  write  him  by  this  post.     Shall  bo  Glad  you 
would  let  him  know  how  matters  go  on  here. 
Believe  D*  SiV, 

That  I  am, 

Your  affectionate  &.  obliged. 

Humble  Serv*, 

WM.  ALEXANDER. 
Tp  His  Excellency, 

Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq. 

Indorsed, 
William  Alexander,  with  Copys  of  his  letters  to  Gov'  Shirley. 


! 


856  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1755. 

Matthbw  Leslie  to  Gov.  Mobbis,  1755. 

Lancasieri  Jane  lOth^  1755. 
Sir, 

I  propose  Seting  out  for  WHI's  Creek  this  Day,  and  as  I  have  not 
heard  from  Philadelphia,  what  Money  I  have  occasion  for,  I  will 
give  Draughts  on  Mr.  Shippen,  for  as  ^yon  proposed,  I  Don't  Cer- 
tainly know  what  Sums  I  may  have  Occasion  for,  but  I  believe  be* 
tween  two  or  three  Hundred  pounds  will  be  the  Most,  unless  they  have 
Done  something  for  me  at  Carlisle,  where  I  propose  Stoping  to  send 
some  wheat  from  thence  to  the  Gamp,  Ordered  by  the  Comittee.  •  I 
will  call  at  Shippenstown  &  go  on  by  the  new  road,  to  be  able  to  Let 
the  General  know  what  is  Doing  at  those  places.  I  am  greatly 
obliged  to  you  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  to  Assist  me  on  this 
Service^  &  am  with  the  Greatest  respect,  S'., 

Your  Most  ObedS 

Humble 

Berv*; 

MATTW  LESLIE. 

Direction, 

To  The  Honourable  Rob*.  Hunter  Morris^  ^^V 
Govemour  of  Pensilvania. 

Indorsed, 

Cap".  .Leslie^  May  10th,  1755^ 


Gov.  MOBRIS  TO  THE   COMMITTEE  OF  ASSEMBLY,   1755. 

Philad'a,  10  June,  1755. 
Gentlemen, 

Captain  Ord  who  is  come  here  from  Newfound  Land,  with  thir- 
teen non  commissioned  Officers,  and  is  Going  to  Gen^  Braddock  to 
command  the  train,  has  apply'd  to  me  for  Waggons  to  Carry  the  men 
&  their  Baggage  and  some  Ardllery  Stores,  which  ho  brings  for  the 
use  of  the  Army  to  the  Camp,  and  for  a  Carriage  for  himself,  being 
not  used  to  riding  &  Very  much  fatigued. 

It  will  be  very  Agreeable  to  the  General  that  he  should  receive  all 
the  dispatch  Possible,  as  his  service  Is  of  great  Consequence  to  the 
Army.  I  therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  provide  a  Couple  of  Wag- 

«iSee  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  YI.  p.  417. 
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gons  &  ChatBee,  &  please  to  let  me  know  when  they  are  ready,  that 
the  men  at  least  may  go  off  the  moment  tiioy  are  provided.    I  am 

Gentlemen, 

your  Humble  aerv*, 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

hidorstd. 

Coppy  to  the  Committee.    Jan.  lOth,  1755. 


W.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,    1755. 

June  11, 1755. 
Dear  Morris  : 

"With  this  you  will  receive  y*  General's  answer  to  yours,  w*^*  in  y" 
Hurry  we  are  in,  is  not  So  full  as  it  should  be.  You  will  receive 
£4000  St.  before  this  comes  to  your  Hands,  w^^  I  observe  is  suffi- 
cient only  for  y  Contracts  for  Provisiou.  Your  Business  is  to  mako 
yoigr  Demand  for  y*  Expence  of  Forage  as  soon  as  you  can.  We 
begun  our  March  yesterday,  both  Brigades  having  set  out  a  day  be-, 
fore  us.  We  are  got  about  5  Miles ;  Measures  will  be  taken,  I  be- 
lieve, immediately  for  going  on  with  more  Expedition  for  y'  future. 
You,  with  M*".  Peters,  have  done  us  infinite  service,  and  we  arc 
bound  ever  to  thank  you  in  a  publick  Character ;  Myself  in  a  pri- 
vate one,  am  as  always  Since  I  knew  you 

Most  Affectionately,  Yours, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

Gov  Morris. 

A  Party  goes  at  last  to  guard  y*  Workers  upon  y*  Road,  as  to 
that  propos'd  to  Venango  &  Niagara  I  suppose  it  will  be  examined 
when  we  get  forwarder.  It  is  propos'd  t)mt  we  set  forward  to  morrow 
with  a  Detachm*  of  1000  Men,  y«  best  of  y  Troops,  and  take  only 
a.  few  necessary  Waggons  &  every  thing  possible  on  Horses,  to  w*^^ 
every  will  contribute  such  as  they  have,  except  one  for  their  own 
riding.  This  is  a  good  Scheme,  h  y  way  to  do  our  Business,  the 
Rem'  of  y  Foroes  will  be  left  to  escort  y  Baggage  after  us.  But 
yon'l  take  no  Notice  of  my  Sending  you  this  advice. 

Indorsed — 

On  His  Maj^-»  Service.  To  the  Hon**'  Robert  Hunter  Morria, 
£aq'.,  Lieu^  Governor  of  Pensilvania,  &c. 

W*-  Shirley,  Esq'.,  that  the  army  had  moved  from  fOrt  Cumber* 
land.    June  11, 1755. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Mr.  Fox,  1755.* 

Philad*,  June  18%  1755. 
Sir: 

Cap"  Ord  tells  me  that  the  two  Waggons  provided  for  him  went 
of  this  Morning  in  yoor -Presence^  &  that  the  Baggage  &  stores  with 
the  Great  quantity  of  Provinder  which  the  Waggoners  put  in  on 
their  own  Account,  filled  them  so  full  that  there  was  no  room  for  his 
men  to  go  in  Either  of  them,  so  that  thej  was  put  under  the  neces- 
sity of  Marching  on  foot  in  this  Very  hot  season,  &  if  they  should 
receive  Injury  in  the  March,  he  shall  be  obliged  to  press  for  another. 

He  further  acquaints  me  that  he  is  himself  Extremely  Effected 
with  the  heat  of  the  Weather,  Owing,  as  he  thinks,  to  his  sudden 
transission  from^so  cold  a  climate  as  that  of  New  found  land  to  this 
Very  hot  one,  and 'least  the  Service  should  suffer  through  his  In- 
desposition,  he  finds  himself  Obliged  to  request  a  shase  &  horse  as 
far  as  Lancaster ^^ 

He  must  go  this  afternoon,  haveing  been  already  detained  here 
too  long,  so  that  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  your  answer  by  the 
bearer,  that  he  may  take  his  measures  accordingly. 

Indorsed, 
Dft.  to  M'.  Fox.    June  13^^  1755.t 


Edward  Shippkn  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

'Lancaster,  13**  June,  1755. 
Honoured  Sir : 

The  PoiSt  not  being  returned  from  Philadelphia,  I  am  uncertain 
whether  my  last  by  him  came  to  your  Honours  hands.  The  Business 
of  this  is  to- inclose  an  Adjrertisement  which  was  just  now  brought 
to  me  by  M^  Heads  Prentice,  which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  a 
little  amended,  or  I  apprehend  scarcely  a  fourth  part  of  the  Wag- 
gons wanted  for  carrying  the  Provisions  to  Shippensburg  can  bo 
procured.  From  Shippensburg  to  John  Harris's  Ferry,  at  Sasque* 
hannah,  is  88  miles,  and  from  thence  to  this  Borough  is  85  i,  & 
from  thenoe  to  Philadelphia  is  66J,  measured  miles,  making  in  the 
whole  140  miles.  The  Stated  Price  of  Carriage,  from  Harris's  Fer- 
ry to  Philadelphia,  is  4«  6  in  the  Summer  and  5s  in  the  Spring  & 
Fall ;  and  from  Shippensburg  to  Philadelphia,  is  7s  6  ^  100  Pounds, 
neat  Weight ;  and  I  have  many  times  had  my  Skins  lying  in  these 
places  some  weeks,  because  I  could  not  promise  that  the  Waggons 
should  be  loaded  back  again,  &  they  were  very  plenty  at  the  same 
time;  and  it  is  a  Common  thing  to  pay  the  Ferriage  at  Sus(][uehan- 

*  Per  Indorsement. 

t  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  417. 
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Dah,  when  the  Hiyer  is  not  Fordable.  If  your  Honour  should  con« 
elude  my  Obserration  worthy  of  your  attention,  M^  Peters  may 
write  to  M'.  Read,  that  in  Case  any  Objection  should  be  made  to 
the  price  he  may  advance  upon  it  as  shall  be  thought  proper,  I  beg 
your  Honours  Pardon  for  this  Freedom.  It  is  owiug  to  my  great 
Zeal  for  the  Common  Cause  that  makes  me  so  very  Officious,  and  as 
I  would  cast  in  my  mite,  I  am  to  acquaint  your  Honour  that  I  have 
a  Strong  Stone  House,  30  feet  Square,  at  the  back  Run  at  Sbippens- 
burg,  at  the  Generals  Service ;  &  if  two  Strong  Seven  &  Sixpenny 
padlocks  were  purchased  of  M'.  Hugh  Roberts,  and  sent  there,  I 
would  give  Orders  to  have  them  put  on  the  Doors  that  the  Provi- 
sions may  be  kept  safe. 

Labourers  come  in  but  Slow,  having  sent  away  only  40  since  the 
Advance  Money  came;  however,  as  I  imagine,  M^  Burd  has  now 
upwards  of  200  men  at  Work^he  General  I  hope  will  have  no  rea- 
son to  complain,  for  I  am  infonned  they  proceed  very  briskly  towards 
Youyougaining,  and  if  any  more  should  come  in  my  absence  my 
Clerk  can  send  them  forward. 

I  purpose  to  go  into  the  Woods  towards  the  Camp  next  Wednes- 
day, 1  only  wait  for  the  Money  to  pay  Cap^  Leslies  Bills  on  me  for 
£260,  payable  at  ten  days  sight.  He  and  my  Son  Jo  went  off  for 
the  Camp  four  days  ago.  If  you  should  not  find  a  good  opportu- 
nity to  send  me  the-  Money  before  I  go.  Please  to  order  it  into  the 
hands  of  my  Clerk,  William  Atlee^  and  he  will  pay  the  Bills. 

I  am  with  due  esteem, 

Your  Honours 

most  Obedient  Hum.  Scrv^, 

EDWD.  SHIPPEN. 

I  shall  be  absent  near  a  month.  I  expect  Doctor  Shippen  will  set 
off  for  this  place  next  Sunday  or  Monday. 

To  the  Honourable  the  (Governor. 

Indorsed. 
Edward  Shippen.     12  June,  1755. 


Gov.  Db  Lancey  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

/  New  York,  13  June,  1755. 

Sir: 

This  day  I  received  the  inclosed  letters  from  Capt.  Bradstreet,  Com- 
manding officer  at  Oswego,  which  I  forward  to.  you  by  Express ;  be 
acquaints  me  that  on  the  25^^  of  May,  twelve  Battoes,  with  French, 
passed  Oswego,  on  the  27"^  eleven,  &  on  the  29  eleven;  these  last 
had  nine  small  cannon  on  board,  that  there  were  more  men  prepa- 
ring at  Cataragui  &  Montreal,  that  the  French  use  all  their  arts  to 
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eogago  the  Indians  against  General  Braddock^  &  tell  them  thej  will 
send  the  whole  foroe  of  Canada  a^nst  him ;  he  tells  me  also,  that 
on  the  29^^  May  he  had  sent  an  express  cross  the  Coontrj  to  QeBeral 
Braddock,  to  give  him  the  like  acooont.    I  am. 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  DE  LANCEY. 

I  have  inclosed  a  Copy  of  Gapt.  Bradstrcet's  letter*  to  me  to  Gen^ 
Braddock. 

J   Gov  Morris. 

Indorsed. 
Gov'  De  Lancey.    13  Juno^  1755* 


Chables  Swainb  to  Gov.  Mobris,  1755. 

May  it  please  your  Honour. 

I  arrived  ^t  this  place  on  Monday  and  judge  there  are  sufficient 
buildings  for  storeing  the  Provisions^  without  erecting  any ;  these 
will  want  but  a  small  repair  except  the  fasteningSi  and  to  be  had  on 
very  easy  terms,  as  they  are  left  to  be  possessed  by  almost  any  one 
who  will  inhabit  them  &  the  Owners  do  not  seem  inclined  to  take 
any  advantage  of  their  being  wanted  on  this  ocasion.  I  find  not 
above  two  pastures  here,  &  those  but  mean  as  to  grass  from  the 
drougth,  but  there  is  a  fine  range  of  Forage  for  upwards  of  four 
miles  in  the  woods,  quite  to  the  foot  of  the  South  mountain ;  also,  a 
good  run  of  water,  that  the  Cattle  will  be  continually  improveiog 
after  they  come  here.  I  shall  use  the  methods  practiced  here  for 
keeping  their  beast  together,  have  &  constant  watch  on  them  and 
daily  see  to  them  myself.  I  can  find  but  little  cellaring  here,  for 
securing  the  pork,  but  have  pitched  on  a  shady  and  dry  spot  in  the 
woods  for  making  a  cellar,  for  what  I  cannot  stow  in  such  cellars  as 
arc  in  the  Town.  There  are  no  bricks  here  &  little  limo  at  present, 
so  the  making  Ovens  would  be  difficult,  &  if  made  of  clay,  then 
there  would  be  some  Iron  work  wanting.  But  if  his  Excellency 
hath  ordered  bread,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  former  letter,  I  believe  it 
may  be  contracted  for  in  Lancaster  County. 

The  principal  expence  which  seems  to  attend  the  Magazine  here, 
will  be  the  Hire  of  some  persons  to  attend  the  Cattle,  also  to  watch 
the  Stores  &  pork,  for  they  assure  me  there  are  many  ill  disposed 
persons  in  those  parts,  who  would  both  take  the  pork  &  break  into 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  VI.,  pp.  il2,  427. 
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ihe  stores  if  not  watched.  I  shall  aot  with  the  greaiesl  prndence 
and  regard  as  to  the  ezpence^  Iq  this  or  any  other  part  of  my  com- 
nisaoQ,  and  io  takeing  care  to  make  no  farther  expenco  than  what 
is  imediatelj  necessary.  Quarter  Master  Lesly  called  on  me  yester- 
day, &  informed  me  he  had  seen  Scot  the  Millari  who  desired  Mr. 
Leslie  to  acquaint  me  he  had  hoaght  up  almost  as  much  wheat  as  to 
make  the  flower  I  should  want.  The  Coopers  in  these  parts  have 
plantations,  &  they  but  ocasionally  work  at  their  trade,  have  at  pre* 
sent  but  few  staves  by  them,  those  thin  and  green,  &  it  would  take 
up  a  oonsiderable  time  to  procure  any  Quantity.  The  mills  also 
here,  have  no  Bolting  Cloaths,  so  that  they  make  only  a  coarse  flower. 
I  can  hear  nothing  as  to  the  expiess,  any  more  than  that  he  is  arrived 
at  the  Camp,  but  1  propose  If  I  do  not  see  him  to  day  to  return  to* 
wards  Lancaster  in  hopes  to  find  your  Honour's  orders,  and  also  give 
an  account  per  post^  of  what  is  done  aa  to  the  Flower. 

Your  Honour's 

most  Obedient  &  Dutiful 

Servant, 

CHARLES  SWAINE. 

Shippen^berg,  \ 

Juae  14|  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  W.  Shirley,  1755. 

-    Philad«.  June  16th,  1755. 
Dear  Shirley, 

You  must  excuse  me  if  I  am  at  all  times  shorter  to  you  in  my 
letters  than  I  could  wish,  but  I  have  so  many  things  in  hand  that  i 
am  obliged  to  let  Business  take  place  of  friendship  and  affection.  I 
give  you  some  bints  in  my  last  about  my  assembly  and  their  views, 
&  when  we  meet  shall  show  you  the  People  of  this  country  in  their 
true  light,  which  one  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  them,  and  only 
obsejrves  them,  as  a  bystander  will  never  be  able  to  do. 

I  write  the  Gen*  with  a  letter  of  Intelligence  from  Bradstreet, 
by  which  you  will  see  what  the  French  are  doing,  at  least  that  they 
are  sending  numbers  towards  th^  Ohio,  but  whether  they  will  make 
their  stand  at  Fort  Duquesne  or  at  Niagara,  is  not  easy  to  deter- 
mine. I  heartily  wish  your  father  was  in  motion,  which  *I  dont 
Imaffin  he  will  be  till  towards  the  End  of  the  month,  what  retards 
bim  I  know  not,  I  think  he  should  not  let  the  dome^tick  affairs  of 
bis  own  Province  do  it.  Pepperill  seems  to  have  been  asleep  till 
within  this  little  time,  or  he  might  have  had  his  regiment  full,  your 
father  in  a  letter  to  me  talks  of  augmenting  his  forces,  and  you  will 
nee  by  Alexander's  letters  that  he  has  Orderd  one  hundred  additional 
Vol.  II.— 16 
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Battoes,  wbere  he  is  to  get  men  for  ibis  augmentation  I  oant  imagiiie, 
unless  he  weakens  Johnson  which  I  think  he  should  not,  and  if  he 
IB  to  loose  any  time  about  it  he  had  better  be  without  than  with  his 
augmentation. 

As  soon  as  mj  assembly  are  adjourned  &  I  have  wrote  some 
letters  to  England  I  shall  make  a  Visit  to  the  back  parts  of  this 
Province,  and  it  is  not  Impossible  if  the  new  road  and  the  army 
haye  Joyn'd,  but  I  may  ask  you  how  you  do,  but  this  is  far  from 
being  determined  on,  my  business  ia  to  see  that  all  matters  relative 
to  the  Magzine  are  executed  according  to  my  Orders,  and  that  the 
new  road  is  properly  madC;  and  to  have  it  mended  wherd  it  is 
not  so. 

I  shall  send  fififcy  fat  Oxen  from  hence  to  morrow,  and  fifty  more 
in  ten  days  thereafter,  I  have  Pastures  ready  for  their  reception  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Shippensburg,  from  whence  the  Gen'  may 
have  them  drove  to  the  camp  whenever  he  pleases  by  ordering 
Charles  Swain  to  send  them,  who  is  the  Person  I  have  employed  to 
take  care  of  them  and  other  things,  and  who  I  have  ordered  to 
attend  constantly  that  the  Gen>*  directions  may  be  Immmediately 
carryed  into  Execution ;  I  have  more  to  say  to  you  than  many  sheets 
of  Paper  will  hold  or  than  I  can  possibly  reduce  to  black  and  white. 
Franklin  tho'  a  man  of  extraordinary  ability  and  most  extensive 
genius,  Has  very  out  of  the  way  notions  of  the  power  of  the^Feople, 
and  is  as  much  a  favourer  of  ^he  tinreasonable  claims  of  American 
Assembly  as  any  man  whatever,  he  is  indeed  against  the  Quakers 
in  opinion  in  point  of  defence,  and  would  wish  them  less  in  power 
in  this  Province  than  they  are/  but  you  are  sensible  that  will  be 
only  changing  hands. 

My  best  regards  attend  upon  my  friend  Orme,  to  whom  I  have 
not  time  to  write,  and  beg  you  will  excuse  me  to  him,  and  believe 
me  Dear  Shirley  most  heartily  and 

Affectionately  yours, 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS.* 

iae20nec2.«^opy  to  William  Shirley. 


Extract. —  Edward  Shippen  to  Wm,  Allbk,  1766. 

Shippensburg,  30  June,  1765. 
Dear  Cousin, 

The  reason  of  Sending  this  Letter  is  to  acquaint  you  that  Mr. 
Joseph  Simons  is  just  come  from  the  Little  Meadows  and  assures  me 
that  last  Monday  the  Indians  killed  6  men,  women  and  Children, 
&  on  Wednesday  they  killed  7  more,  he  Saw  one  man  who  made 
his  escape  who  was  Shot  in  yo  mouth  &  thigh ;  and  a  boy  was  kooct 
down  &  thought  to  be  dead  &  Scalped,  &  afterwards  coming  to  him- 

^       *  See  Col.  Bee.  VoL  VI.,  p.  480. 
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Belf  ran  ioto  Potowmock,  and  in  a  short  time  oalled  aloud  for 
aasiatance ;  the  boy  saw  the  Indian  Scalping  his  mother  as  he  waa 
coniiDg  to. 

The  General  it  is  Supposed  is  by  this  Time  a  few  miles  beyond 
the  Great  Meadows ;  He  has  but  30  days  provisions  with  him,  bis 
d^)endanoe  is  upon  having  continaal  Supplies  from  this  Provinoe, 
bat  there  is  a  good  Quantity  still  at  Will's  Creek,  but  I  doubt  with- 
oat  a  Guard  of  a  hundred  men,  at  least  they  will  be  intercepted  on 
ye  road.  Captain  Hog  with  his  Company  is  with  the  Eoad  cutters ; 
and  whilst  Mr.  Bard  was  absent  last  week  riding  about  Conneocheeg 
with  m%  last  Monday  to  get  waggons  to  carry  provisions  to.  feed  ye 
men  and  ye  Soldiers ;  for  those  people  had  but  a  day  &  a  half  pro- 
visions when  he  came  away,  I  say  in  his  absence  there  were  14  of 
Captain  Hogs  men  deserted,  as  Justice  Allison,  (of  Lancas^'  County) 
Says,  &  more  were  expected  to  go  every  day,  a  melancholy  Story 
iodeed  I  I  am  exceeding  Sorry  that  it  has  not  been  practicable 
io  Send  up  200  persons  for  ye  road  Cutters.  John  Potter  ye  Sheriff 
tells  me  that  his  Son  and  a  few  more  ought  to  be  set  off  to  morrow 
with  40  head  of  Cattle  to  Support  ye  Boad  Cutters  &  Capt.  Hog's 
men;  bat  that  the  people  are  so  alarmed  about  ye  Indians  that  he 
oaanot  think  it  safe  to  venture  them  out  unless  he  can  intercede 
with  twenty  or  thirty  of  his  neighbours  to  guard  them.  Potter  is 
going  to  Oirlisle  to  day,  but  I  have  prevailed  upon  him  to  write  to 
ye  Justices  &  his  friends  at  Connecocbeeg,  to  assist  in  that  affair,  as 
he  is  obliged  to  hold  a  Vendue  to  morrow  10  miles  below  Carlisle, 
and  I  shall  enforce  what  he  writes.  As  much  in  a  hurry  as  ye 
bearer  is  I  am  prevailing » with  him  to  have  a  little  more  pa- 
tience. If  money  could  be  raised  to  pay  a  hundred  men  for  8 
months,  it  would  be  a  most  extraordinary  Thing.  A  Sobsoriptioa 
might  do  a  good  deal  towards  it,  and  the  Assembly  might  do  ISome- 
thing  handsome  that  way }  the  business  of  these  100  Men  is  to  pass 
asd  re-pass  with  ye  waggons  to  and  from  the  General,  and  indeed  it 
'is  my  opinion  that  ye  Amunitioa  ought  Speedely  to  be  Sent  to  ye 
Road  Cutters  to  keep  up  their  Spirits,  for  if  Captain  Hog's  men 
bbould  continue  to  desert,  I  am  apprehensive  that  unless  Mr.  Burd'a 
workmen  can  be  put  in  a  posture  defence  they  will  run  away  home- 
wards; but  I  hope  this  can  be  prevented.  I  came  up  here  to  try  to 
way  lay  some  of  our  Traders,  Perhaps  it  may  be  impojBsible  to  effect 
my  Scheme  if  approved  of;  but  then  I  shall  have  the  Satisfaction 
to  reflect  that  I  have  been  quite  Silent  in  ye  affair,  ipy  Son  Jo.  and 
Daughter  Salley  join  with  me  in  Our  kind  Love  to  your  self,  wife^ 
Anne  Allen  &,  Cousins. 

I  am,  jy.  S'., 

Your  affectionate  Kinsman, 

EDW'D.  SHIPPEN. 
P.  S.  The  People  were  murdered  but  4  miles  from  Will's  Creek. 
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Directed — ^To  William  Alleii^  Esqaire,  Chief  Jostioe  ot  tlie  Pro* 
Tince  of  Pennsjlvania.* 

Indorsed, — Edward  Shippen^  5  June,  1755,  to  Mr.  Allen,  For- 
warded KJr  S'  y  H*'^  Serv*,  Joseph  Simons. 


Edtvarb  SnippEN  TO  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Lancaster,  July,  1755, 
Honoarqd  Sir,  ~      • 

When  you  mentioned  to  me  my  going  up  towards  Sasquehannah 
to  look  for  Pasturage  for  about  80  Cattle,  I  had  foigot  that  M^ 
Hamilton  waer  oome  up  here  to  get  me  to  assist  him  in  settling  his 
Affairs ;  however,  as  I  know  of  but  three  ffarmers  that  way,  to  whom 
to  apply,* I  wrote  to  two  of  them,  Barney  Hughes  &  John  Hairis, 
&  desired  them  to  Speak  to  John  Semple,  &  inclosed  is  their  An- 
swers. The  Latter  has  large  Meadows  of  Timothy  ft^  clover,  hut  be 
has  not  mowed  them  yet,  and  there  can  be  no  good  pastures  till  that 
18  done.  I  have  a  great  deal  of  business  to  do  preparatory  to  onr 
Court,  which  begins  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  next  month ;  but  if 
you  are  resolved  to  direct  M'.  Swaine  to  bring  that  quantity  of  Cat* 
tie  this  way,  pastures  must  be  provided ;  but  you  will  see  by  M'. 
Hughes'  Letter,  that  we  cannot  be  Supplied  sooner  than  in  two 
weeks  Time.  It  is  reported  that  the  road  Cutters  are  returned  as 
hr  as  M'Dowel's  Mill  except  M*^.  Burd  who  chose  to  go  to  ffort  Cum* 
borland,  and  I  suppose  he  is  at  home  by  this  time.  And,  indeed, 
M'.  Hamilton  bos  a  Letter  from  Carlisle  to  this  purpose.  After  our 
Court  is  over,  I  must  go  to  Philad'  to  Settle  the  Partnership  bosi* 
ness  between  M'.  Tho*  Lawrence  &  my  Self ;  but  notwithstanding, 
if  you  think  I  can  be  of  any  real  Service  by  going  to  procure  pas- 
tures, &  by  riding  to  Shippensburg  to  encourage  the  People  to  erect 
the  Fort,  I  will  Strain  a  point  and  undertake  that  business.    ^ 

I  think  Barney  Hughes  &  John  Semple,  with  John  Harris,  to  be 
very  Suitable  men  to  take  care  of  the  Cattle,  on  this  side  of  the  River; 
And  that  Tobias  Hendricks  is  a  proper  person  te  have  ye  Manage* 
ment  of  them,  if  you  should  conclude  to  bring  them  no  farther  than 
to  his  house ;  and  he  lives  on  the  Mannor.  But  in  this  last  case,  M% 
Swaine  ought  to  view  ye  food  in  the  Mannor  himselfe.  Please  to 
send  me  a  full  answer  by  the  Post,  &  I  will  endeavour  to  obey 
your  Instructions,  with  chearfulness,  I  am 

Your  Honour's  most  Obedient,  * 

Humble  Serv*., 

EDW^  SHIPPEN. 
Directed — 

"  To  The  Honorable  Bobert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire, 
**  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania." 

^  The  paragraph  omittod  relates  entirely  to  the  sicknesa  of  his  son. 
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Gov.  MoRKis  TO  SiE  Thomas  Robinson,  1755. 

Phikd*  July  3d,  1755. 
Bir,  • 

I  think  it  mj  duty,  by  a  ship  that  sails  this  day  for  London,  to 
inform  you  that  Gen^  Braddock,  with  the  troops  under  his  immcdiato 
oommand,  which  are  in  very  good  health,  moved  from  fort  Cum- 
berland  on  the  10th  Instant;  that  on  the  fifteenth  he  was  at  the 
Meadows,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  is  at  this  time  within  ten 
days  of  fort  DuquesnOi  having  met  with  no  opposition.  He  has 
been  disappointed  as  to  Provisions,  forage,  and  Carriages  from 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  now  depends  upon  this  Province  for 
them  all ;  he  has  been  supply'd  from  hence  w*'  waggons  &  forage,  & 
I  am  laying  in  a  magazine  of  Provisions  in  the  back  parts  of  this 
Province,  and  opening  a  road  from  hence  to  the  waters  of  the  Ohio. 
I  wish  my  Assembly  would  hdVe  enabled  me  to  have  done  these 
things  at  the  expence.of  the  Province,  or  even  have  regulated  the 
Hire  of  waggons  and  price  of  provisions,  but  they  have  done  nothing 
but  promise  to  bear  the  Charge  of  opening  the  road,  which  I  mucH 
doubt  whether  they  will  perform,  and  as  to  every  thing  else  are  stil 
in  the  same  ungiving  temper,  &  will  raise  money  upon  no  terms 
«  but  sueh  as  will  increase  and  render  permanent  their  own  power  and 
lessen  the  authority  of  the  Crown  &.Crovcrnment. 

Odvemor  Shirley's  regim*  is  gone  up  Hudson's  river,  and  will  be 
atttAlbany  in  a  few  days,  and  he  will  soon  be  there  himself;  two 
Companys  of  S'  William  Peperell's  regiment  are  already  at  OawegO| 
with  one  of  the  Independ'  Companys,  two  more  are  gone  to  secure 
the  Carrying  place  from  the  head  of  the  Mohocks  river  to  the  Wood 
creek,  and  the  remainder  will  soon  move  towards  Oswego.  Every  thing 
necessary  for  the  Niagara  Expedition  is  ready  at  the  place^ppointed, 
and  the  two  schooners  building  at  Oswego  will  be  fit  for  service  in 
about  a  month  from  this  time. 

OolL  Johnson  is  now  in  treaty  witb  the  Six  Nations  who  have 
obey'd  his  Summons,  and  he  thinks  the  event  of  his  Negotiation,  will 
be  much  to  our  advantage.  He  proposes  to  take  a  large  body  of 
the  Mohocks  with  him  a^*  Crown  point,  for  which  place  the  Pro- 
vincial troops  are  upon  ^their  March,  and  He  Expects  soon  to  Joyn 
them.  The  garrison  there  is  said  to  be  small.  But  its  nearness  to 
Montreal  will  enable  the  French  to  reinforce  i(  as  soon  as  they  are 
informed  of  the  design  to  attack  it;  it  is  indeed  reported  y'  Six 
Hnndred  Men  are  'already  arriv'd  there,  but  not  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  gain  entire  Credit,  tho'  it  may  be  true. 

M'.  Penn  will  lay  before  you  Copys  of  the  Letters  I  have  reoeivM 
from  General  Braddock  &  my  Answers.  '  You  will  observe  "p-  in 
one  of  them  He  was  pleased  to  tell  me  y^  if  he  took  ye  Forts  or 
ahonld  build  any  on  that  River  he  could  not  leave  bis  own  Cannon, 
nor  spare  Provisions  for  the  Qarrisons,  and  therefore  demanded 
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that  these  might  be  supply'd  by  ye  three  contignous  ProTiooes, 
Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania 

This  I  thought  rcquir'd  ye  imediate  Consideration  of  ye  Assem- 
bly, &  therefore  convened  them  by  Summon%  &  pressed  them  to 
enable  me  to  do  in  concert  w">  y^  other  two  Provinces  ^hat  ye 
Ocneral  expected,  &  at  ye  same  time  imparted  to  them  Inteligence 
of  ye  French  having  sent  Reinforcem**  to  ye  Ohio,  &  of  their  pub- 
lishing their  Design  to  intercept  the  Oeneral's  Convoys  as  well  as 
destroy  ye  back  Inhabitants ;  but  with  all  this  they  were  no  otherwise 
aflfected  than  to  offer  me  one  of  ye  same  sort  of  Bills  they  had  twice 
presented  to  me  before,  w«^  I  amended  in  all  ye  p'ticnlors,  against 
w^^  there  lay  any  reasonable  Obj^;  with  this  treatment  of  their 
Bill,  they  were  so  dissatisfied  as  to  adjourn  themselves  to  ye  1** 
Sep'ber,  without  making  any  provision  to  ye  several  matters  so 
earnestly  recommended  to  them.  The  Messages  y*  have  pass*  betw* 
US,  together  with  Others  as  presented  and  amended;  I  have  sent  to 
M'.  Penn,  who  will  Jay  them  before  you. 

I  intended  to  have  troubled  you  with  some  observations  upon  the 
Assembly's  Issuing  bills,  notes  of  Credit,  in  Lieu  of  money  by  their 
own  Authority,  and  ordering  them  to  be  taken  in  all  Publiok  Pay- 
ments, But  my  time  will  not  permit  me. 
"  I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obed*  Humble  Serv^ 

Indorsed, — ^Draft  Gov*.  Letter  to  S'  Tho^.  Robinson. 


Thomas  Penn  to  Gov.  Morris,  17S6. 

Sir : 

In  my  Letter  of  the  2l6t  of  March,*  I  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
several  of  yours  to  the.  8th  of  January,  since  that  time  I  have  not 
been  able  to  write  on  the  several  matters  contained  in  the  Letters  I 
have  received  from  you,  as  the  notice  I  have  had  of  Ships  being  to 
sail  for  New  York  and  other  Ports  was  so  short,  I  had  only  time  to 
write  on  particular  subjects.  I  now  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Letters,  a  duplicate  of  the  8th  of  January ;  the  30th  of  January  and 
its  duplicate;  the  9th  of  April,  the  I5th  of  May,  and  its  duplicate  ;f 
the  SOth  of  May  and  its  duplicate,  and  the  25th  of  the  same  month, 
with  the  several  messages  that  have  passed  between  you  and  the 
Assembly,  Coppys  of  Mr.  Shirley's,  Braddock's,  and  other  Letters 
sent  with  them.  * 

The  Plan  of  operation  concerted  at  Alexandria  being  commnni- 
cated  to  me  by  Mr.  Peters  in  your  absence,  arrived  so  as  to  enable 
me  to  give  the  first  intelligence  of  its  being  resolved  upon  to  the 
Lords  of  the  iiegency,  Mr.  Braddock  not  having,  I  suppose,  an  op- 

Krtunity  of  ^^riting  by  Virginia;  it  is  indeed  a  fine  Plan,  and  if  our 
eet  can  prevent  supplys  being  thrown  into  Canada,  I  hope  to  see 

*  See  page  275.  f  p.  286,  311. 
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ii  ezecated;  I  have  also  oommuDicated  yoor  later  iDtelligeDce  in 
each  manner,  as  that  Tvhatever  Services  are  done,  it  maj  be  known 
to  whom  the  pablick  is  indebted  for  them.  Sir  Thomas  Robinson 
took  down  the  first  account  himself  to  Lay  before  the  Board,  and  I 
have  sent  him  extracts  of  the  last  Letters  I  have  receivedi  by  which 
they  wiJl  see  how  undntifally  our  Assembly  Act;  you  and  the 
officers  of  Government  are  doing  every  thing  in  your  poarer  for  the 
genial  Service. 

The  money  given  at  last  by  the  Assembly,  tho'  in  a  manner  so 
irregular  and  improper,  has  very  mnch  altered  the  stile  of  talking  of 
them ;  the  manner  of  appropriating  the  money  they  do  not  Yet  enter 
into,  but  expect  as  they  have  been  forced  to  contribute  something, 
they  will  continue  to  assist  the  Service,  in  furnishing  money  and 
provisions ;  you  will  see  by  the  answer  Sir  Thomas  Bobinson  gives 
jon,  whether  they  choose  to  enter  into  any  arguments  about  the  en- 
oroaohments  of  the  Assembly,  1  think  they  will  rather  leave  that  to 
OS,  as  thinking  the  Ministers  can  only  determine  a  matter  of  that 
Bort  Judicially  on  an  application  to  the  Crown.  I  am  very  much 
pleased  with  the  iliethod  the  Assembly  has  taken  of  giving  money 
out  of  their  own  stock,  and  thank  you  for  your  congratulations 
upon  it ;  I  think  it  will  oblige  them  to  accept  money  Bills  on  our 
Terms,  but  if  they  choose  to  strike  paper  money  on  the  same  fund 
to  take  np  these  notes  6n  interest,  that  you  should  readily  pass  it, 
but  as  they  have  taken  their  own  way  of  issuing  it,  they  should  be 
obliged  to  sink  it  out  of  the  same  money,  and  not  be  allowed  to  sink 
it  by  a  future  excise  Bills,  and  keep  the  money  arising  from  their 
present  funds  at  their  own  disposal. 

I  desired  Mr.  Peters  to  acquaint  you,  that  on  conversing  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  your  having  laid  his  and  Mr.  Braddock's  Let- 
ters before  the  Assembly,  he  was  of  opinion  you  should  ndt  take  that 
method  for  the  future,  but  send  the  Substance  in  Messages;  and  if 
the  House  expressed  a  desire  of  further  satisfaction,  that  you  might 
send  for  the  Speaker  and  two  or  three  principal  Members,  and  shew 
tho  paragraphs  containing  what  you  are  to  communicate  to  the  Assem- 
bly to  them,  and  not  the  Letter,  as  it  is  possible  there  may  be  other 
matters  mentioned  not  necessary  to  be  shewn  to  them. 

I  find  it  likewise  his  opinion,  that  you  should  avoid  as  much  as 
poBsible  all  Arguments  about  lesser  mattisrs,  and  confine  your  Self 
to  inforoe  the  demands  made,  without  following  them  thro'  every 
part  of  their  message,  which  they  perplex  as  much  as  possible,  in 
order  to  throw  on  you  a  bharge  of  ill-treatment  to  excuse  themselves. 
Mr.  Paris  sent  you,  by  way  of  New  York,  the  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  in  which  you  will  see  the  opinion  of  that  Board  to  be,  that 
they  did  not  intend  to  assist  the  Service ;  I  think  we  oould  not  wish 
for  a  better  Report;  the  proceedings  of  the  House  must  convince 
every  Reader  that  they  wished  to  save  their  money,  and  plainly  gives 
the  Lye  to  their  professions  of  chearfully  and  ready ly  giving  to  the 
King's  Service.    When  the  Council  will  take  this  into  ooosideration 
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joa  bave  made  to  that  sent  yon  npp  by  ihe  House,  were  ^o  doubt 
yory  propper  ones,  and  it  woald  be  very  impropper  to  pass  such  an 
one  as  you  describe  that  to  be ;  I  have  this  winter  had  several  meet- 
ings with  D^  Hales,  who  gives  snch  instances  of  the  great  service 
Ventilators  are  on  board,  that  I  recommend  it  to  you  to  advise  and 
eonsider  whether  it  woald  not  be  propper  to  oblige  all  Vessels  bring- 
ing  Palatinesi  to  have  them  and  to  blow  them  for  half  an  hour  or  an 
hQar  every  day,  when  the  weather  will  permit. 

Tour  last  message  to  the  Assembly  was  very  propper,  and  I  think 
they  will  not  gain  any  advantage  by  their  reply,  for  tho'  they  have 
given  something,  it  is  so  small  a  sum,  given  in  such  a  manner,  and 
they  have  so  plainly  refused  to  put  their  Country  into  a  condition  of 
defence,  that  it  is  very  little  other  than  not  contributing  at  all  to  the 
defence  of  their  Country,  but  you  see  by  their  answ^^rs,  that  you 
must  be  very  exact  in  what  you  say  to  them,  as  they  make  use  of  so 
pedling  a  Stile.  There  is  one  good  expression  in  the  last  Message 
of  the  Assembly,  which  is  that  they  have,  engaged  to  defray  the 
whole  ezpence  of  making  the  new  Boad.  I  think  if  you  make  any 
observations  on  their  last  Message,  you  should,  in  answer  to  the  lat- 
ter party  make  a  difference  between  the  people  and  their  Representa- 
tives, so  as  not  to  suppose  the  people,  were  they  not  misinformed, 
would  approve  of  their  proceedings,  this  paragraph  is  the  most  fidse 
representation  of  themselves  that  words  can  express,  for  suvely  never 
was  a  set  of  people  that  had  more  joy  in  disputation,  or  were  more 
praotised  in  the  sleights  and  artifices  of  Controversy. 

We  are  extreamly  well  satisfied  with  your  proceedings  in  the  Con- 
aecdcut  business,  and  think  you  oould  not  have  done  anything  more 
in  it.  As  for  making  a  purchase  of  these  worthless  Indians,  'til 
they  have  demanded  the  Deed  from  the  people  of  Conneotiout,  I 
ihink  it  is  throwing  away  the  consideration  money ;  by  M^  Peters's 
account,  the  best  of  them  have  been  dishonest,  and  taken  money ; 
with  regard  to  them,  I  think  if  Conrad  Weyser  had  gone  up  to 
Onondago  after  giving  them  notice  of  his  intention,  it  would  bave 
been  better,  than  to  send  for  any  of  them  down,  it  is  justice  we  have 
to  demand  of  them  for  breach  of  Contract,  and  then  a  purchase  and 
firm  Treaty  of  Friendship  for  the  future,  and  I  think  the  best  way 
to  secure  them  if  a  general  purchase  should  be  oonoluded,  is  not  to 
give  them  the  purchase*  money  in  a  short  time,  but  give  them  ac- 
cording to  a  List  of  Goods,  to  the  value  of  two  or  three  hundred 
pound  Currency,  every  three  years  forever,  not  money  but  the  Goods 
specifyedy  this  will  preserve  a  kind  of  dependence  on  us;  what  tbey 
want  now  is  to  get  what  they  can,  as  they  may  think  by  our  former 
manner  of  proceeding  in  military  matters,  the  French  will  not  suffer 
them  tQ  have  any  more  Land  Treatys,  and  therefore  it  is  best  to  get 
what  they  can ;  they  cannot  now  want,  having  had  more  peoents 
within  these  ts^o  or  three  years,  than  for  'tea  years  before.  When 
a  purchase  is  made,  I  would  not  have  it  in  words  too  particular,  but 
to  extend  to  the  Northern  boundary  of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania* 
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witbout  any  mention  of  a  degree^  and  will  be  a  release  of  their  daim 
to  all  the  Land  within  that  Province.  I  had  rather  avoid  making 
the  Government  of  New  York  privy  to  it,  as  they  expeot  we  shal 
eontine  oar  purchase  to  the  forty-second  degree,  whereas  we  ahal 
certainly  expect  three  degrees.  Mr.  Paris  advises  us  at  present  not 
to  make  application  to  the  Grown  for  orders  to  prevent  the  settle- 
ment, of  the  Connecticut  people,  but  to  take  them  upp,  and  from 
some  Tryal  bring  it  over ;  I  shal  however  advise  further  very  soon, 
if  Lord  Baltimore  did  not  stand  in  my  way,  I  would  prosecute  the 
petition  that  has  lain  so  long,  at  least  to  settle  the  boundary  between 
us  and  New  York.  I  think  we  should  insist  that  the  Six  Nations 
send  to  the  Government  of  Connecticut,  and  demand  the  Deed ;  Mr. 
Peters  gave  me  elkpectation  that  he  would  seise  on  Lydius,  and  pro- 
secute him^  if  that  can  be  done,  and  he  has  the  Deed  in  possession^ 
it  might  conduce  to  their  giving  it  upp^  I  think  the  custom  of  pri- 
vate Treaty's  with  the  InAians,  of  dangerous  consequence,  and  see 
yeiy  plainly  the  delay  that  is  given  to  the  Settlement  of  the  differ- 
eqce  between  the  Proprietors  and  the  Jersey  Rioters,  will  encourage- 
settlements  to  be  made  that  may  occasion  disturbances  equal  to  a 
ei  vil  War.  There  is  however  a  difference  between  the  two,  the  Con* 
Beetieut  people  must  establish  a  Government,  which  is  much  more 
VDsafe  'tluin  to  settle  under  an  Indian  right. 

As  the  Assembly  have  adjourned  themselves  to  the  1*'  of  Sep- 
tember, you  will  have  time  enough  to  advise  and  consider  how  to 
proceed,  but  I  think  you  may  very  safely  innst  On  the  appropriation^ 
if  they  come  to  your  term  of  five  years;  they  behave  in  all  their 
disputes  in  so  unfair  a  mabner,  that  cannot  but  provoke  a  man  accus* 
tomed  to  aot  a  fair  dhndid  part,  and  make  it  necessary  for  him  to  be 
constantly  on  his  guard  against  such  provocations. 

In  pressing  the  Assembly  to  put  the  Country  into  a  posture  of  de- 
fence, if  you  should  think  it  necessary  again  to  do  it,  I  think  you 
should  avoid  saying  any  thing  more  of  the  state  in  which  it  is,  as  I 
find  the  Ministers  imagine  too  much  has  been  said  o«i  that  subject, 
as  every  thing  is  printed  in  our  Colonys,  and  of  course  our  weakness 
the  more  exposed  to  the  French,  this  has  been  the  case  perhaps  of 
0ome  other  Colonys. 

We  do  not  now  talk  of  declaring  War,  a  fine  Fleet  is  ready  at 
Spithead,  and  your  proceedings  in  America  wiU  determine  it  no 
doubt  by  the  Fall. 

Lady  Juliana  desires  me  to  return  you  her  thanks  for  your  com- 
pliments, Ac,  I  remain, 

Sir, 
Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

THO.  PBNN. 

Badywick,  July  2,  1755. 

I  desire  you  will  send  me  back  the  two  old  Law  Books  I  sent  you 
to  peruse  on  your  Voyage.    I  have  directed  Mr.  Peters  and  Mr 
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Hodkley  to  deaira  your  advioe  in  tbe  mraner  of  proceeding  to  reqnim 
pajmeDt  of  the  arrears  of  Rent,  and  in  case  of  non  complianoei  to 
begin  in  the  Gitj  of  Philadelphia,  and  distrain  on  some  of  the  great- 
est delinquents,  this  I  think  it  propper  they  should  do  vithool 
delay, 
inrforsei.— Tho.  Penn.    July  2*,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Qsn.  Bradpoce,  1755* 

Sir,   ' 

The  post  Brought  me  your  favour  of  the  21*^  of  Jnnej^and  yon 
may  be  assured  that  nothing  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  oontri* 
bnte  to  your  success  by  a  regular  supply  of  the  Provisions  yom 
have  ordered.  i 

I  have  already  sent  to  Shippensbnrgh  213  barrells  of  as  good 
pork  as  ever  was  cut,  each  barrell  being  full,  trimd  with  Hoops,  so 
that  they  will  not  suffer  by  carriage,  which  pork  is  Yerj  apt  to  do 
if  the  Giaka  are  not  well  secured ;  also,  56000**  w*  of  flower,  and  one 
Hundred  head  of  oxen.  These  things  are  ready  to  be  delivered 
when  ever  you  please,  and  will  remain  at  Shippensbnrgh  till  I  go  up 
into  the  Country,  which  will  be  on  Tuesday  next,  and  then  I  shall 
form  the  Magazine  at  or  near  MoDowalls  mill,  and  put  some  stucsr 
do's  round  it  to  protect  the  Magazine,  and  the  people  that  will  have 
the  care  of  it }  for  without  something  of  the  kind,  as  we  have  no 
militia,  and  the'  Assembly  will  mentain  no  men,  four  or  five  Indians 
may  distroy  the  Magazine  whenever  they  Please,  as  the  inhabitants 
of  that  part  of  tbe  Province  are  very  much  scatterd.  Inclosed  I 
send  you  a  plan  of  the  fort  or  stucado,  which  I  shall  make  by  sett- 
ing Logs  of  about  ten  foot  long  in  the  ground,  so  as  to  inclose  the 
store  houses.  I  think  to  place  two  swivel  guns  in  two  of  the  opo- 
mte  Bastions,  which  will  be  sufficient  to  guard  it  against  any  attack 
of  small  arms. 

Upon  your  letter  of  y"  24  of  May,  I  summond  my  Assembly  and 
laid  the  matter  before  them  that  you  recomeoded,  as  you  will  see 
by  my  Messages  relating  to  that  affair,  and  upon  the  intelligence  I 
vece'd  from  Bradstreet.  I  recomended  it  to  them,  to  enable  me  to 
mentain  a  number  of  men  to  escort  the  Provisions  to  you  from  time 
to  time,  but  they  are  still  in  such  a  temper  that  they  will  do  nothing, 
and  have  not  even  made  me  an  answer  to  my  Messages  upon  Ihese 
Heads,  bat  adjoumd  themselves  to  the  first  of  Sep'.  I  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  inform  you  of  this,  that  you  may  not  depend  upon  me  for 
what  my  Assembly  will  not  enable  me  to  do,  I  have  laid  their  conduct 
in  this  particular  before  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  I  hope  you 
will  also  do,  and  am  writing  to  the  government  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  to  let  them  know  that  thisPfevince  will  contribute  no 
part  of  what  you  demanded,  that  they  may  do  the  move.    It  gives 
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me  great  eonceni  that  I  am  disabled  from  affording  you  the  assist- 
ance  my  ibdinatioDs  would  lead  me4o  do,  by  a  set  of  men  that  seem 
to  have  no  regard  for  his  Majestys  service  or  the  secarity  of  their 
eoontry,  and  who  never  will  act  a  datyfoll  &  reasonable  part  till 
they  are  compelled  by  act  of  Parliament. 

Gov  Shirley  arrived  at  Now  Tork,  in  his  way  to  Albany,  on  tho 
2*  Instant,  where  he  proposed  to  stay  only  24  hours,  and  to  pro- 
ceed directly  to  Albany.  He  writes  me  from  Boston,  of  y*  28^  of 
June,  that  he  had  certain  accounts  of  a  French  fleet  being  within 
40  leagues  of  Louisburgh,  on  y*  5  of  June,  and  I  have  accounts  to 
be  depended  on,  that  Ad*  Boscawen,  with  ten  sail  of  the  Line,  was 
off  of  S^.  Johns,  Newfoundland,  on  the  3'  of  June,  three  of  his 
fleet  being  then  missing ;  and  last  night  I  received  ne'Ws  that  the 
French  fleet  was  in  the  harbour  of  Louisburgh,  with  four  thousand 
land  forces,  and  that  Boscawen  was  before  it  with  13  Ships  of  the 
line  and  1600  Marines ;  this  news,  I  think,  may  be  depended  upon, 
tho'  it  is  not  yet  absolutely  certain ;  upon  this  intelligence  I  shall 
Lay  an  embargo  upon  all  Provisions  that  the  French  fleet  may  not  be 
supplyd  by  the  Dutch  or  ourselves,  and  shall  write  to  Comodore  Kep- 
nell  to  enforce  my  orders  for  that  Purpose,  by  stationing  a  small 
vessell  near  the  mouth  of  this  river.  This  Gov.  Shirley  has  already 
done  at  Boston,  and  I  hope  he  will  have  influence  enough  with  M^ 
De  Lancey  to  prevail  with  him  to  do  it  to. 

From  the  best  accounts  I  can  get  of  the  new  road  and  of  the 
Country  between,  where  they  are  now  at  work,  and  your  rout^ 
I  am  of  opinion  the  intersection  must  be  at  or  near  the  Great 
Crossing  which  I  am  told  is  within  three  miles  of  the  junction  of 
the  three  branches  of  the  Ohtogany  that  form  the  Turkeys  foot, 
but  I  have  directed  theJCommissioners  upon  the  spot  to  examine 
the  Country,  and  find  out  where  the  two  ~  roads  may  best  and 
most  conveniently  meet  and  to  write  you  a  very  particular  account, 
not  only  of  the  place  of  their  meeting,  but  of  the  time  when  by 
their  Judgment  they  will  have  opened  the  Communication,  and 
to  send  you  a  draft  of  the  whole  which,  that  you  may  the  bettor 
understand,  I'send  jou  herewith  Evans's  map,  now  publishing,  which 
is  not  yet  complete,  that  it  might  be  useful  I  to  you.  I  got  this 
sheet  printed  off  on  purpose.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  guard 
yott  have  ordered  to  Cover  tho  workers  upon  the  roJTd.  I  have  an 
acooant  of  this  arrival,  and  havie  orderd  them  to  be  victualed,  and 
the  oflioers  to  be  supplyd  in  the  best  manner  the  nature  of  their  sit 
natioa  will  admit  of.  I  write  to  Cap^  Hogg,  to  send  one  of  his 
officers  to  you  with  y*  report  of  the  Commissions  about  the  Juno- 
tions  of  the  roads,  that  you  may  be  fully  informed  as  to  an^  parti- 
culars, as  the  Commissions  may  be  silent  about.  I  shall  wrUe  you 
soon  from  Shippensburg,  and  in  the  mean  time  am, 

S',  Yours,  &c. 
Jndcned — W  Gov'*  Letter  to  Qen'  Braddoek. 
>     3- July,  1755.      " 
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Wm.  Alexander  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Dear  Sir, 

Mj  last  Letter  to  you  was  of  the  22d  June,  nothing  should  have 
prevented  mj  Writing  to  yon  sinoe,  bat  the  want  of  time.  Gen^ 
Shirley  arrived  at  New  York  last  Wednesday  evening,  and  embarked 
again  for  Albany  on  Friday  in  the  evening,  Yesterday  was  a  Week 
since  he  left  Boston,  his  stay  at  that  place  so  long  was  absolutely 
necessary,  indeed  if  he  had  not  stayed,  the  Crown  Point  Expedition 
must  have  been  given  up,  for  it  has  been  with  the  utmost  difficulty 
that  he  has  got  a  Train  of  Artillexy  for  that  Service,  that  matter  he 
has  at  last  got  settled,  and  is  in  such  forwardness  that  the  whole  of 
it  will  I  believe  be  at  Albany  in  a  few  days,  New  York  provides 
£4000  of  it,  and  Massaohusets  £6000,  and  they  trust  to  the  other 
Colonies  reimbursing  them  their  Quotas ;  of  the  last  Sum,  General 
Shirley  has  now  at  New  York  been  oblidged  to  engage  for  ^£1650, 
at  his  own  risque,  or  the  matter  would  not  yet  have  been  settled.  I 
am  in  hopes  our  Stay  at  Albany  and  Skenactady  together  will  not 
be  above  Six  days,  the  Stores  of  a11  kinds  for  our  Expedition  are 
gone  forward.  Col.  Schuyler  with  his  Eegiment  is  by  this  time  I 
suppose  gone  from  Skenactady,  and  Col.  Ellison  about  setting  out 
from  thence,  for  he  arrived  there  with  the  whole  of  that  Regiment 
last  Monday.  Col.  Mercer  with  the  remaining  Sis  Companies, 
(which  are  aboi^t  50  each)  of  Sir  William's  Regiment  is  about  three 
Mile  ahead  of  us  in  his  way  to  Albany.  Sir  William  we  left  at 
New  York,  he  intends  to  return  home  as  soon  as  his  Health  will 
admit  of  his  travelling.  I  mention  this  for  fear  of  mistakesi  but 
say  nothing  of  it. 

We  left  New  York  in  high  Spirits,  as  we  had  just  received  the 
Confirmation  of  the  good  News  from  Admiral  Bosoawen,  a  War 
seems  now  lealy  unavoidable,  and  its  like  to  be  a  new  fashion  one, 
an  Army  and  a  prodigious  Fleet  in  North  America,  and  the  English 
Nation  behaving  with  Spirit  enough  to  terrify  all  Europe. 

I  have  been  up  with  the  General  Writing  since  8  o'clock,  by  such 
Industry  I  hope  there  will  be  little  of  that  Business  to  hinder  us  at 
Albany  or  Skenactady.  He  desires  pie  to  give  his  Compliments  to 
you,  and  if  possible  he  will  steal  some  Minutes  to  day  to  write  you 
with  this.    Let  our  Friendis  Jack  &  Kinneer  Speak  for  themselves. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Affectionate  Friend 
&  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  ALEXANDER- 

^^  On  board  the  Sloop  Massachusets  in  the  middle  of  the  High 
Lands  on  Hudson's  Hivcr,  July  6th,  1755,  Sunday  Mom'  5  o'clock. 

The  Hon^i**  Bobert  HuntenMorris^  Esq'. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Lawi^noe,  1755.        ) 

f      -  Philad*.  July  9, 1765. 

Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  yours  by  Mr.  Glaiser  who  brought  the  very 
agreeable  news  of  the  success  of  the  forces  at  Chignocto,  and  of  the 
taking  of  the  two  men  of  war  by  Adm^  Boscaweni  upon  both  which 
events  you  will  give  me  leave  to  congratulate'  you,  and  particularly 
as  to  that  in  your  own  government,  as  soon  as  I  had  the  ace'  of 
these  advantages  being  gained,  I  caused  'em  to  be  published  and 
dispersed  in  the  back  parts  of  our  Province,  that  the  French  and . 
their  Indians  might  have  the  news,  which  wiir  certainly  dishearten 
the  French,  and  incline  the  Indians  to  quit  their  cause,  what  made 
liiifl  the  more  necessary  is  that  upon  Gten^  Braddocks  removal]  about 
thirty  miles  from  Fort  Cumberland,  some  Indians  fell  upon  the  back 
Settlements  of  this  Province,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  killed  & 
took  prisoners  about  thirty,  and  this  has  put  our  remote  inhabitants 
into  such  a  Paniek  that  I  am  fearfull  it  will  render  the  necessary 
eommnnication  between  ns  and  the  army  very  difficult,  to  prevent 
whieh  I  am  going  into  the  bacV  country,  and  intend  to  build  a 
wooden  fort  as  weU  to  protect  the  settlements  as  to  secure  a  Maga- 
line  of  Provisions,  that  I  have  laid  in  for  the  use  of  the  army  a 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  this  Place. 

My  last  letter  from  the  Gen^  left  him  within  about  seventy  miles 
of  Fort  Buqnesne,  and  I  am  in  hopes  he  is  master  ef  it  before  this, 
'  yoti  may  depend  on  having  the  earlyest  intelligence  of  his  suecess, 
his  great  train  of  artillery  and  the  quantity  of  Provisions  that  he  is 
obliged  to  take  with  him  into  an  uninhabited  country  makes  his  mo- 
tions very  slow,  but  I  doubt  not  they  will  be  sure. 

Gen^  Shirley  on  ye  6th  Instant  was  between  Albany  and  New 
York,  and  all  his  forces  were  before  him,  most  of  them  have  left  a 
plaoe  called  Skenectaday  upon  the  Mohocks  river,  and  his  stores 
mnd  train  were  partly  arrived  at  Oswego  on  the  Lake  Ontario,  and 
the  rest  on  the  way  thither.  Tou  have  I  doubt  not  been  informed 
by  him  that  he  takes  one  thousand  Provincial  with  him  against 
Niagara,  besides  his  own  AkS'  Will*  Pepperili's  Regiment.  Coll. 
Johnson  by  his  laat  letters  was  in  the  height  of  his  treaty  with  the 
Six  Nations,  twelve  hundred  of  whom  were  on  ye  24th  of  June  at 
his  own  house  upon  the  Mohocks  river.  I  Hope  before  this  has  the 
Honour  to  be  with  yon  that  you  will  have  as  good  an  account  of  the 
nst  of  the  French  fleet  as  Mr.  Boseawen  gave  of  the  Alude  and 
the  Lye. 

On  the  first  accounts  of  the  arrival  of  a  French  fleet  in  America, 
I  laid  ian  embargo  npon  all  provision  Veasells,  as  Mr.  Shirley  and 
the  other  Gov'"  had  done  to  the  northward,  &  propose  to  continue  it 
ttU  the  advices  from  your  part  of  the  world  shall  make  such  a  pre- 
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Qacries  relating  to  His  Majesty's  PlantatioDS  on  the  Continent  of 

America. 

1.  What  is  the  Situation  of  the  Province  under  your  Govem- 
xnent,  the  Nature  of  the  Couhtry,  Soil  and  Climate,  the  Latitudes 
and  Longitudes  of  the  uiost  considerable  Places  in  it,  or  the  Neigh- 
bouring IVench  or  Spanish  Settlements  ?  Have  those  Latitudes  and 
Longitudes  been  settled  by  good  Observations,  or  only- by  common 

Computations,  and  from  whence  are  the  Longitudes  oomputed  ? 

2.  What  are  the  reputed  Boundaries,  and  are  any  parts  disputed, 
vhat  parts  and  by  whom  7 

3.  What  is  the  Constitution  of  the  Government  ? 

4.  What  is  the  Trade  of  the  Provinoe,  the  Number  of  Shipping, 
their  Tonnage,  and  the  Number  of  Seafaring  Men,  with  the  respeo 
tive  Increase  or  Diminution  within  ten  Years  past? 

5.  What  Quantity  and  sorts  of  British  Manufactures  do  the  In* 
habitants  annually  take  from  hence  ? 

6.  What  Trade  has  the  Province  under  your  Govemm*  with  anj 
foreign  Plantations,  or  any  part  of  Europe  besides  Great  Britain  7 
How  is  that  Trade  carried  on  ?  What  Commodities  do  the  people 
under  your  Government  send  to  or  receive  from  foreign  Piantatioua  f 

7.  What  methods  are  there  used  to  prevent  Illegal  Trade,  aad 
are  the  rame  effectual  ? 

8.  What  is  the  natural  Produce  of  the  Country,  Staple  Com- 
modities and  Manufactures  ?  And  what  Value  thereof  in  Sterling 
Money  may  you  annually  export  J 

9.     What  Mines  are  there  ? 

10.  What  is  the  Number  of  Inhabitants,  Whites  and  Blacks? 

11.  Are  the  Inhabitants  increased  or  decreased  within  the  laat 
ten  Years,  how  much,  and  for  what  Reasons? 

12.  What  is  the  Number  of  the  Militia  ? 

13.  What  Forts  and  Places  of  Defence  are  there  within  your 
Government,  and  in  what  Condition  ? 

14.  What  Number  of  Indians  have  you,  and  how  are  they  in- 
clined ? 

15.  What  is  the  Strength  of  the  Neighbouring  Indians? 

IG.  What  is  the  Strength  of  your  Neighbouring  EuropeanSi 
French  or  Spaniards  ? 

17.  What  Effect  have  the  French  or  Spanish  Settlements  on  the 
Continent  of  America  upon  His  Majesty's  Plantations^  especially 
upon  your  Province  ? 

18.  .  What  is  the  Revenue  arising  within  your  Governm*,  and  how 
is  it  appropriated  ? 

19.  What  are  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  Espences  of  your 
Government  ? 

20.  What  are  the  establishm*",  Civil  and  Military,  within  your 
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GovenfmeDt,  and   by  whikt  Authority  do  the  Officers  hold  their 
Places? 

''  It  IS  desired,  that  a  Retarn  may  be  made  to  these  Queries  every 
<<  Six  Months,  that  the  Board  may  from  time  to  time  be  apprized  of 
<'  any  Alterations  that  may  happen  in  the  Circumstances  of  your 
"  Government/' 

Indorsed, 

Queries  relating  to  the  Continent  of  America.  Inclosed  in  Mr. 
Jno.  Pownal's  Lre.  of  the  16**  July,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris.  TO  Sir  Thos.  Robinson^  1755. 

Sir: 

I  came  Into  this  Part  of  the  Province  that  I  might  the  more 
readily  afford  Gen^  Braddock  assistance  by  sending  him  Supplys  of 
Provisions  and  other  things  that  he  depended  upon  this  Province 
for,  and  yesterday  received  the  Melancholy  news  of  his  Defeat  and 
death.  The  best  account  I  cStU  yet  get  of  that  unfortunate  affair  is 
from  some  waggoners  that  deserted  from  Coll".  Dunbar's  Camp, 
which  was  with  the  heavy  Baggage  about  forty  miles  Behind  the 
Gen^i  who  with  a  chosen  body  of  fifteen  hundred  men  and  His 
t^ain  of  artillery  was  advanced  within  about  seven  miles  of  the 
FrencIi*fort,  and  was  attack'  as  he  was  assending  a.  hill  by  a  large 
body  of  French  and  Indians,  who  surrounded'  his  whole  party  and 
made  a  great  slaughter.  The  small  remainder  of  that  Body  of  men 
were  returning  to  Colh.  Dunbar's  Camp  when  these  men  left  it,  who 
say  that  8'  Peter  Halket  and  Cap".  Orme  are  among  the  slain,  that 
all  the  train  is  fallen  into  the  Hands  of  the  French,  except  two 
pieces  that  were  left  with  Coll*.  Dunbar,  and  that  of  the  whole  party 
that  was  with  the  Gen*,  scarce  a  Hundred  Ibcapcd  the  slaughter. 

Carlisle,  July  16,  1755. 

Indorsed. — Draft  to  S'  Thomas  Robinson. 

*  The  reply  to  these  qu^es  at  this  time^has  not  been  founA  among 
the  papers. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Sharp,  1755. 

PbUad*.,  20  July,  1755. 
•Sir: 

My  Assembly,  who  bave  been  sitting  a  moiitb,.bave  spent  their 
whole  time  in  a  contest  with  me  about  taxing  the  Proprietary  Estate, 
iKid  are  determined  to  give  nothing  unless  I  will  come  into  that  mea- 
sure, which  I  am  restrained  by  my  commission  from  consenting  to^ 
and  yet  they  are  so  unreasonable  as  to  insist  on  my  passing  their 
Bills  with  that  and  many  other  things  in  it  equally  ineonsistent  with 
the  rights  of  Government,  but  attempts  of  this  kind  are  now  become 
very  common  with  them,  and  nothing  I  think  can  be  done  for  the 
general  good  in  this  Province  without  the  interposition  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  Leaving  a  Province  situated  &  circumstanced  as  this  is  with- 
out a  Militia,  and  open  to  the  Attacks  of  the  enemy,  is  so  dangerous 
to  the  safety  of  all  British  America,  that  I  think  the  several  Govemm*" 
should  Joyn  in  laying  the  Matter  before  the  Ministry^  that  proper 
measures  may  be  taken  before  it  be  too  Late. 

For,  however  they  may  Differ  trith  me  about  the  mode  of  raising 
and  disposing  of  money  for  the  Publick  Service,  there  can  be  no 
reason  against  Establishing  a  regular  Militia  to  enable  the  People  to 
defend  themselves ;  without  which,  the  remote  Settlements  must  be 
given  up,  and*  the  inhabitants  become  a  prey  to  the  Indians. 

Had  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  when  they  first  met  on  ye 
23'  of  July,  acted  with'  that  Spirit  and  Harmony  that  became  the 
subjects  of  Britain  upon  Occasion  of  the  Late  defeat,  and  Cour 
tributed  a  supply  adequate  to  their  circumstances,  we  might  have 
stood  a  good  chance  to  have  retrieved  Our  honour  and  taken  the 
French  fort  this  Season.  But  their  conduct  has  been  such  that  I 
am  convinced  they  never  intended  to  do  any  thing  against  the 
French  for  the  defence  If  the  Province. 

Gen^  Shirley,  you  will  see  by  the  Inclosed  Letter,  has  Expecta- 
tions that  these  governments  are  forming  an  Expedition  against 
Fort  Duquesne,  and  has  therefore  sent  orders  to  Coll*.  Dunbar  to^ 
turn  his  forces  that  way,  But  as  nothing  is  or  will  be  done  by  this^ 
Proyiope,  I  do  not  think  an  Enterprise  of  that  kind  can  be  under- 
taken this  Season,  and  think  it  more  advisable  for  those  troops  to 
reinforce  Shirley,  which  may  enable  him  to  take  and  secure  that 
important  pass  at  Niagara,  which  once  done,  the  more  Southern 
places  will  fall  into  our  hands  without  much  difficulty. 

Jndoned. — Draft  to  Gov'.  Sharpe.  >v 
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Gov.  AND  Jno»  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Oswego,  Julj  20«*,  1755. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  wrote  to  you  about  Six  dajs  ago  from  the  Great  Carrying  place. 
We  eot  here  safe  the  day  before  yesterday,  &  expect  Col.  Mercer 
will  be  here  by  the  24^,  w^^  the  last  of  every  thing  belonging  to  the 
Expedition.  We  brought  up  in  our  Pivisiou  twice  the  Stores,  & 
were  by  far  the  heaviest  loaded  of  any  Battoes  w'^  have  yet  come 
up,  w^  made  our  March  (Passage  I  wont  call  it,  for  we  had  no  Wa« 
ter  in  many  Places,)  fatiguing  beyond  Conception :  However,  we 
ha^ve  sufficient  of  Powder  here,  &  all  the  Ordnance,  except  y*"  nine 
pound*^,  w*^  Mercer  will  bring  up  if  possible,  but  as  the  Water  is  ^o 
low  I  doubt  much  whether  he  will  be  able  or  not :  They  will,  tho', 
be  got  up  time  enough  for  the  Defence  of  this  Place,  jv^,  if  I  have 
time  before  this  Express  goes,  to  describe  to  you  the  situation  of 
yon  will  easily  perceive  stands  in  great  need  of  them  ;  in  short, 
notwithstanding  the  fertillity  of  the  Soil  here  for  producing  fortifi- 
cations, better  Judges  than  myself  think  500  men  would  easily  take 
Oswego  from  2000.  We  began  yesterday  to  clear  a  Spot  to  erect 
Bome  Works  upon,  w'^  is  as  well  situated  to  command  &  defend  the 
Harbour,  at  the  same  time  that  from  it's  own  natural  situation  it  is 
easily  made  very  6trong,'as  any  Spot  can  possibly  be.  We  have  now 
three  Whale  Boats,  w*^  we  sent  from  Boston,  w^  a  Party  of  80  Men, 
upon  the  Point  of  land  opposite  Goats  Island,  near  IVontenac,  upon 
the  Look  out  to  watch  the  Motions  of  the  French  &  Indians  there, 
besides  w*'*^,  we  have  a  very  cleaver  Indian  &  three  young  Albany 
Men,  who  have  gone  w^  design  to  get  near  enough  to  that  fort  in 
y*  Night  as  to  discover  their  exact  Strength.  Our  two  small  Schoo- 
ners visit  'em  to  day,  &  carry  'em  fresh  Provisions.  We  find  'em 
by  far  more  usefull  than  the  large  one  w"**  is  built,  because  she  can- 
not claw  off  a  Lee  Shore,  nor*  can  we  find  any  harbour  but  this 
into  w^^  she  can  go ;  whereas,  there  are  several  harbours  large  enough 
foi  y*  two  amaU  ones,  &  they,  are  very  good  Sea-boats,  the  other 
large  one  wi)l  be  soon  launch'd,  &,  I  hope,  thro^  an  alteration  of 
Col.  Schuyler's,  will  be  much  better  than  the  first.  My  father  baa 
likewise  sent  a  fine  Cayuga  Indian,  w^^  a  good  Trader  or  two  to 
Niagara,  to  endeavour  to  discover  what  they  are  abo^  there,  &  to  get 
the  beat  Intelligence  of  their  Numbers,  &o.,  w^**  they  can ;  these 
were  sent  from  the  Great  Carrying  Place,  so  that  the  Schooner,  w*^*' 
set  'em  down  within  Miles  of  the  French  fort  retnrn'd  to-day, 
&  bro't  w^  him  a  Cayuga  w^^  his  Wife  &  family,  who  has  spent  all 
last  Winter  &  this  Summer  in  the  Neighborhood  of  Niagara,  & 
came  from  the  fort  there  this  day,  12  days;  my  filther  immediately 
eAmin'd  him,  &  told  him  preparitory  to  his  Examination,  that 
'^as  he  was  going  to  endeavour  to  recover  their  lands  for  'em,  &  had 
<^  a  Number  of  bis  Tri^ie,  as  well  as  the  other  tribes  of  the  five  Na- 
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''  tioDSy  be  expected  he  wonid  give  him  a  true  acco*of  what  he.knew 
''  of  the  State  of  the  fort  &  Oarrison,  as  he  would  avoid  not  only  his 
'^  Resentment,  but  that  of  his  own  Countrymen/'  I  was  present 
the  whole  time,  &  from  all  that  could  b*  gathered,  there  was  not 
above  150  French  &  50  Indians  in  the  fort,  nor  did  he  know  off  any 
other  new  Works  w*'*'  had  been  erected  there  lately,  except  that 
they  had  stockaded  the  fort  all  round  anew :  He  gave  us  an  acco* 
of  the  Engagement  w^^  General  Braddock,  w*'^  was  a  pretty  exact 
one,  &  informed  us  that  the  French  had  Six  officers  kill'd  on  the 
Spot,  &  abo*  30  Indians,  &  that  they  look'd  on  it  as  a  very  obstinate 
fight.  I  find  this  Express  is  just  going;  We  must,  I  perceive,  stay 
here  10  days  longer.  I  will  send  you  by  the  next  Opport^  a  Plan 
of  the  Place  w^  its  Environs,  w*^*'  Staats  who  grows  fat  is  to  get 
done  for  me,  joins  w^*'  me  in  Love  &  Respect  to  you,  &  is  as  much 
as  myself,  for  he  can't  be  more. 

Your  affectionate  &  faithful 

Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  SHIRLEY. 

Dear  Sir : 

I  perceive  Jack  hath  forstall'd  me  in  the  particular  news  I  could 
send  you  from  this  place.  I  congratulabe  you  upon  the  Grant  ob- 
tain'd  by  you  from  your  Assembly  at  so  extraordinary  Crisis  of  his 
Mtij^y*  service,  and  am  tho'  in  much  hurry  with  great  truth| 

Your  most  affectionate 

Humble  Servant^ 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
Indoned, 

'Cap*.  Shirley.    July  20%  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Sharpb   1755.      •       • 

Sir, 

I  am  just  returno  from  the  back  parts  of  this  Province,  where  I 
have  been  regulating  the  Magazine  and  putting  the  people  into  the 
best  posture  of  defence  I  could,  without  money  or  any  Militia  Law, 
and  have  prevailed  on  some  of  the  inhabitants  to  arm  themselves  in 
defence  of  their  familys.  It  was  there  I  received  the  first  aceonnts 
of  the  defeat  and  the  death  of  the  6en>,  which  I  collected  from 
frighted  Waggoners  who  had  left  the  army,  a  number  of  whom  are 
returned  into  this1?rovince,  and  all  I  have  seen  agree  in  the  same 
story,  that  the  Gen'  and  many  officers  are  kill'd  and  hia  whdte 
division  defeated,  or  rather  distroyed ;  but  their  accounts  are  mostly 
hearsay  from  people  that  fled  from  the  Ocn>*  division^  so  that  I  am 
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st3I  at  a  loBS  to  form  a  Jadg"*  of  the  State  of  oar  Army,  bat  at  all 
£vaDts  ihiok  it  right  to  send  all  the  men  in  onr  power,  either  to  aid 
the  retreat  of  our  forces  or  to  protect  the  Back  InhabitantB,  for  thia 
Farpose  I  have  appointed  mj  Assembly  to  meet  on  Wednesday 
next  3  but  as  they  have  hitherto  been  deaf  to  the  Calls  of  the 
Crown,  I  fear  they  will  now  be  regardless  of  the  present  danger,  or 
of  the  distress  of  the  army  sent  to  protect  ns. 

We  have  in  town  an  account  fall  as  Melancholy  as  what  yonr  let- 
ters have  communicated ;  That  Adm*  Bosoawens  fleet  is  infected  with 
the  goal  distemper,  and  obliged  to  put  into  any  Harbours  they  can ; 
this  news,  if  true,  will  leave  us  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  French, 
but  I  have  still  some  hopes  that  things  are  not  so  bad  as  thoy  at 
pcg^nt  appear,  tho'  this  news  comes  by  a  vessel  from  Halifax  to 
New  Yorkj  and  by  letters  to  the  post  office  in  this  town. 

Indoned. 
Dfi.  to  Gov  Sharp.    July  20*  1755. 


HsRMAKUB  Alrices  TO  Gov.  MORRIS^  1755. 

Carlisle,  July  the  22»«,  1755. 
Hon'*  Sir, 

This  morning  onr  Sheriff  Mr.  Potter  Came  to  this  Town,  he  in- 
fonps  me,  that  the  French  &  Indians  had  cast  an  Intrench  men  t 
across  the  road  before  our  Army,  which  they  Discovered  not  Untill 
the  Came  Close  np  to  it,  from  thence  and  both  sides  of  the  road 
the  Enemy  kept  a  Constant  fireing  on  them,  our  Army  being  so 
Confused,  they  Could  not  fight,  &  they  would  not  be  admitted  by 
the  Oen'  or  S'  John  St.  Clair,  to  break  thro'  their  Ranks  or  Take 
behind  trees,-  General  Braddook  had  Two  Horses  shott  Dead  Under 
him,  a  third  wounded,  when  he  reo*  his  wound,  (of  which  be  since 
Dyed,)  S'  John  St.  Clair  dangerously  wounded,  but  it's  hop'd  he'll 
recover,  S'  Peter  Halket  k  his  son,  a  Great  many  other  officers,  and 
a  Thousand  men  Killed. 

CoL  Dunbar's  Kegiment  on  the  12th  Ins*  marched  back  to  Fort 
Cumberland,  ho  was  obliged  to  Destroy  a  great  part  of  the  Baggage 
which  he  Could  net  Carry,  they  were  Expected  at  Will's  Greek  last 
Saturday,  Cap*  Hogg  &  his  Company  who  Escorted  the  road  Cutters 
was  Called  away  to  MTills's  (]reek,  k  the  workmen  are  all  Discharged, 
here  is  qne  Gee  Gray  an  Indian  whom  (as  he  says)  y  Hon'  Sent 
out  to  the  Waindot  Nation,  he's  Now  this  Far  Returned,  and 
broneht  five  of  the  Heads  of  that  Nation^  with  him.  They  stayed  at 
Jacob  Pyats  for  fear  of  being  killed  or  111  Treated  by  the  Inhabi- 
t^ts,  I  have  sent  this  Gee  Gray  and  a  white  man  to  bring  them 
Down.     Wo  will  send  them  to  Philadelphia  as  They  seem 


886 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVBS  1766. 


this  Lamentable  Case  Oar  Only  Door  of  Hope  (Next  to  the  DiviDe 
Goodness)  is  in  Tour  Honour's  Compassion,  And  the  more  for  that 
you  have  given  the  Utmost  assurance  to  us  of  Your  Care  of  this 
Province;  and  in  particular  by  the  Late  Provisions  made  for  our 
Brethren  in  Potter's  Township^  who  are  in  Equal  Jeopardy  with 


US. 


May  it  therefore  Pleas  Your  Honour  to  Consider  Our  Case  and 

S'ant  us  Some  relief  by  Ordering  to  us  such  A  number  df  Oqds  and 
uantity  of  Amunition,  and  Upon  Such  terms  as  Your  Honour  shall 
appoint,  And  Your  Pettitioners,  ae  in  Duty  bound^  shall  £?er  Pray. 
Dated  August  7%  1755^  and  Subscribed  by 


EoBT,  McCONNBL, 

Wm.  MoCobd,  " 
James  McCamonOi 
Josh.  Mitchel, 
John  Ibwin^ 
Jno.  Jones, 
Wm.  Bankin, 
Josh.  Pattebson^  . 
James  Babnet, 
Josh.  Barnst, 
Jno.  Hindman, 
Wm.  Scott, 
Abram.  Irwin, 
James  Norrick, 
Jno.  Norrice, 
Cristor.  Irwin, 
Jas.  Patterson, 
Jas.  Eatton, 
Jno.  McCord, 
Jas.  Guthrie, 
Thos.  Barnet, 
Jno.  Barnet, 
Thos.  Barnet, 
Wm.  Dick60N| 

ROBT.  DiXSON, 

Geo.  Gallery, 
Jon.  McKeamby,     ', 
Chas.  McCamon, 
James  Scott, 
Frans.  Scott, 
Pathk.  Scott,  ^ 

Barnt.  Robertson, 
Jon.  Wilson, 
Jon.  Moor, 

Indorsed, — 7  August,  1755. 
the  County  of  Guxnoerland. 


Jas.  McCamon^ 
Jas.  Mitchel, 
Jno.  Mitchel, 
RoBT.  Colwel, 
Alex'r  Colwel, 
Chas.  Stuart, 
Jno.  Stuart, 
Panl.  Stuart, 
Saml.  Brown, 
Josp.  Swan, 
Jon.  Swan, 
Robt.  Shields, 
Da  YD.  Shields, 
Matw.  Shields, 
Robt.  Shields, 
Matw.  Shields, 
Wm.  McCamish, 
Jas.  McCamish, 
Jno.  McCamish, 
Wm.  Swan, 
Jon.  Rippey, 
Jas.  Dinney, 
Wm.  Dinney, 
Jno.  Eaton, 
Jno.  MA0ELA.N, 
James  Elder, 
Josh.  Eaton, 
Wm.  Mitchel, 
JoH  Armstrong, 
Thomas  Armstrong, 
John  Boyd, 
Robt,  Groin, 
Devard  Williams, 
Samuel  Boun. 

The  Petition  of  the  InhabiUntsof 
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Extract  John  Shirley,  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Oneida  Carrying  Plaoe, 

[Augast  12, 1755. 

Pear  Sir : 

I  am  sot  down  to  write  to  you  because  there  is  an  Opport'y  of 
Bending  you  a  few  linea,  &  because  I  can't  spend  my  time,  when  I 
have  any  at  my  own  Disposal,  so  agreeably  any  other  way,  for  really 
I  have  little  of  News  to  add  since  my  father's  last  letter  to  You,  in- 
closing Copies  of  his  Orders  to  Col.  Dunbarr,  whose  Retreat  is  tho't 
by  many  here  to  be  a  greater  Misfortune  than  the  late  Oen'  Brad- 
dock's  unhappy  Defeat  What  Dishonour  is  thereby  reflected  upon 
the  British  Army !  Mr.  Dunbarr  has  ever  been  esteem'd  an  exceed- 
ing good  Officer,  but  nobody  here  can  yet  guess  at  ye  Reason  of  his 
Retreat  in  the  Circumstances  he  was  in,  &  some  severe  Reflections 
are  thrown  out  upon  his  Conduct ;  Some  would  have  him  sent  w^ 
5U0  Men  to  bring  back  what  he' bury 'd  w***  1500.  As  for  my  own 
part  I  think  one  can't  bo  too  cautious  how  they  blame  on  these 
Occasions,  &  let  the  appearances  Ve  what  they  will  time  sh'  be 
aUow'd  for  a  fair  &  impartial  inquiry.  In  the  mean  time  it  is  a  most 
mortifying  &  shocking  Consideration  that  so  fine  an  Army  sh^  be 
beat  &  intirely  drove  out  of  not  only  the  field,  but  so  far  from  it,  by 
ab^  500  Indians  &  French,  w'*'  indeed  is  enough  to  provoke  any 
People  to  speak  what  they  think.  How  do  you  approve  of  my 
father's  Disposal  of  the  forces  remaining  w^  Col.  Dunbarr  7  I  could 
not  write  to  You  'till  that  was  over,  &  don't  know  what  to  say  now. 
Upon  the  whole  I  think  it  will  turn  out  to  be  ye  best  Disposition 
that  could  be  made  of  'em  :  We  may  want  some  of  'em  to  secure 
this  Place  &  the  Wood  Creek  'till  our  Return,  &  Johnson  may  now 
want  to  be  supported ;  besides  w*^  the  Mohawks  who  go  w^  us  & 
Johnson  must  have  their  Women  &  Children  &  old  Men  well  defend- 
ed ag*  any  Insults  from  the  French  &  their  Indians  by  my  father, 
&  the  N.  Y.  Indep.  Compi"  are  at  Fort  Cumberland.  Add  to  this 
that  they  will  be  so  much  the  nearer  the  Seat  of  Action  for  ye  next 
Campaigne. 

We  left  Albany  the  2^'^  of  July  &  w^*"  great  Difficulty  got  here 
not  till  ye  8^  Instant,  the  Water  being  excessively  low  &  our  84 
Battoes  (for  my  father  w'  see  all  ye  Powder  &  Shot  up  w*^  him) 
being  as  deep  again  as  any  w^^  went  before  us :  but  these  were  not 
the  only  Difficulties  we  had  to  surmount ;  we  were  oblig'd  to  stop  to 
confer  w^  the  Indians  w^  cost  us  three  dkys,  &  we  found  that  in- 
atead  of  Mr.  Johnsons'  securing  for  our  Expedition  a  Number  ot 
men  &  having  them  ready,  he  had  lay'd  every  Obstacle  in  our  way, 
k  had  forbid  'em  going  w^  us,  tolling  'em  by  Uendrick  that  there 
was  nothing  to  be  done  at  Niagara,  &  that  such  of  'em  who  prefered 
going  w^  us  rather  than  to  Crown  Point  woU  bo  look'd  upon  a^ 
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Cowards.  However,  by  means  of  Lydias  &  Mr.  Visber  we  bave 
got  26  of  'em  here ;  we  had  thirty;  but  Hendcrick  took  away  four 
of  'em,  &  for  a  time  confin'd  Visher,  &  we  have^  &  shall  have  when 
Gd.  Mercer  briziffs  up  the  Bear,  abo^  the  same  Number  of  Stock- 
bridge  Indians,  &  I  look  upon  abo^  thirty  young  fellows  from 
Albany  &  it's  Environs  to  be  as  good  as  Indians.  We  have  like- 
wise engaged  40  Irregulars  to  remain  on  this  Place  well  arm'd  to 
help  keep  this  &  ye  Creek  'till  we  Return.  We  go  from  hence  to- 
morrow, &  expect  to  be  at  Oswego  in  4  days  afterwards.  Col.  Mer* 
eer  will  be  six  days  behind  us,  &  we  can't  have  less  than  six  more  to 
fit  out  from  Oswego  after  he  joins  us,  so  that  we  shan't  be  before 
Niagara  'till  the  I**  Week  in  ye  next  month.  We  have  had  Aooo^ 
from  thence  by  Indians,  to  w^  we  are  not  to  give  in  tire  Credit; 
however,  it  seems  plain  they  are  hard  at  Work  in  that  fort  prepariog 
to  receive  us ;  but  as  it  is  certain  that  there  is  water  enough  for  our 
Schooners  to  come  close  in  under  the  Fort  &  we  shall  have  a  good 
train  of  Artillery  &  easily  land  under  ye  Cover  of  our  Schooners 
&  Race  Gallies  ail  we  have  to  do  is  to  get  safe  before  it.  Besideis  a 
very  pretty  brass  II  Inch  Mortar  we  had  cast  in  N.  EDgland,  an 
Hoyetzer,  w*^  flings  its  Shell  2  Miles  distance,  we  have  6  smaller 
^eh  carry  Cannisters  of  4^  Grape  or  4^  of  ball,  &  Swan  shott  &  two 
very  good  Royals,  all  w**'  have  been  prov'd  &  tho't  to  be  exceeding 
good  of  their  kind.  You  know  what  Train  we  had  before,  but  if  I 
have  time  I  will  send  You  a  List  inclosed  as  it  now  is.  My  father 
has  been  so  good  as  to  declare  me  one  of  his  Aid-de-Camps.  Pray 
in  Case  of  Success  &  the  General's  sending  over  one  of  his  Aid-de- 
Camps,  what  do  You  think,  sh'  Einneer  or  I  go  ?  It  is  K.'9 
Right,  I  believe,  as  oldest,  &  as  he  is  the  oldest  Captain  he  will  want 
to  DC  upon  the  spot  to  try  for  a  Majority.  It  is  to  be  considered  on 
my  side  that  I  have  no  further  Promotion  at  present  in  View  ;  but 
it  is,  notwithstanding  a  pretty  thing  to  be  send  on  such  an  Errand  k 
being  the  General's  son,  whether  that  does  not  give  me  a  sort  of 
right,  tho'  so  much  K.'s  Jun**,  to  expect  it.  I  begg  yo^  Opinion 
in  this  Affair,  &  if  you  sM  be  clear  that  I  sh'  go,  pray  say  a  Word 
or  two  to  my  father  upon  it.  If  Mr.  Orme  sh^  be  w^  You,  Yoa 
can  know  his  Opinion. 

If  you  will  promise  to  excuse  Blots,  Interlineations  &  Grease  (for 
this  is  wrote  in  ye  open  Air  upon  ye  head  of  a  Pork  bb^  &  20  People 
abo'  me)  I  will  begin  another  half  Sheet. '  I  remember  the  greatest 
Difficulty  in  the  Cape  Breton  Expedition  was  to  keep  the  N.  E.  men 
there  in  Garrison  after  they  had  got  Possession  of  the  Forts ;  the 
like  in  all  Probability  will  happen  in  Case  Mr.  Johnson  sucoeedB ; 
then  some  of  the  Regulars  now  w^  Col.  Dunbarr  may  be  ordered 
from  Albany  to  Garrison  Crown  Point.  I  admire  Mr.  Penn'fl 
Spirit  upon  the  present  Occasion,  &  am  sorry  that  the  Publick  can't 
have  the  benefit  of  his  Weight  &  Influence,  w'**  would  be  verj 
serviceable,  I  am  satisfied  in  raising  a  Number  of  Men  immediately 
in  the  manner  you^  propose  for  hlm^  but  when  you  consider  how 
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•xiremely  hard  ft  would  be  to  pnt  a  Person  over  the  hend  of  the 
lowest  officer  in  the  VirgiDia  Corps,  who  have  had  so  hard  a  Cam- 
paigne  of  it,  j^  have  behav'd  so  gallantly  in  the  late  Ingagement,  I 
flatter  myself  that  neither  yourself  nor  Mr.  Penn  will  take  it  amiss 
of  me  that  I  have  not  mentioned  him  yet  to  my  father,  espeoially  as 
ye  Vacancies  in  that  Corps  will  not  be  fill'd  up  'till  we  join  'em,  & 
I  have  thereby  time  to  hear  farther  from  you  upon  this  head ;  I 
hope,  in  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Penn  will  be  persuaded  that  I  shall 
always  take  particular  Pleasure  in  promoting  any  thing  in  my  Power 
w*^  may  be  agreeable  to  him,  &  as  in  all  probability  other  Eegim*" 
will  be  order'd  to  be  rais'd  in  America  very  soon  if  he  sho'  continue 
in  ye  mind  of  coming^into  the  Army,  &  mj  father  shall  continue  to 
command  in  North  America,  there  can  I  think  be  no  Difficulty  in  hia 
coming  in  then  for  a  Company  upon  the  same  terms  I  came  into 
one  in  my  father's '  Hegim^  viz** :  raising  a  Number  of  Men.  I 
begg  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  my  Complim**  to  him  &  excuse  me 
for  not  writing  to  him.  *  *  *  *  « 

Since  writing  the  above  my  father  has  rec*  Letters  from  Gov' 
Dinwiddle  &  Acco**  of  the  Supplies  granted  by  yo'  Province  &  the 
New  Jerseys,  which  has  oocasion'd  his  Alteration  of  the  Disposition 
of  the  British  Troops  in  the  Manner  you  will  see  by  his  Letter  to 
jou,  &  I  will  now  tell  you  that  from  ye  very  first  I  took  the  Liberty 
to  advise  strongly  to  this  measure,  but  being  quite  alone  in  it,  it  waa 
overrurd.  Lideed  looking  upon  Nova  Scotio  to  be  quite  secure  for 
this  year,  I  would  have  had  a  Detachm*  of  600  of  the  Regulars  sent 
from  that  G-arrison  directly  by  Water  to  Philadelphia,  if  no  N. 
Eogl"  men  have  been  got  from  thence  of  Winslow's  Command,  & 
they  might  have  assisted  in  providing  a  Train  of  Artillery  from 
thence  out  of  the  King's  Ships  &  Garrison.  Perhaps  this  may  yet 
be  order'd,  &  I  shall  once  more  press  it  all  in  my  Power.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  that  a  large  Number  of  Men  are  likely  to  be  seen  rais'd 
to  the  Southward,  &  that  they  can  be  easily  arm'd,  but  am  much 
affraid  you  will  be  very  late.  ♦  *  « 

I  am,  D^  Sir, 

Yours  most  Affectionately, 

JOHN  SHIBLEY. 

imfiw«e<f.— August  12*'',  1756,    Cap*  Shirley. 


Gov'b.  to  Mator  akd  Aldsbmen,  1755. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Indians  are  come  to  Town,  heated  w*^  their  Joumy  and  in 
Liquor,  so  that  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  there  shou'd  be  some 
Constables  placed  at  the  State  House  Square  where  they  are  lodg'd, 
and  orders  shou'd  be  given  that  they  permit  none  of  ye  Towns 
people  to  come  to  them.  I  therefore  desire  this  may  be  done 
directly.    It  won'd  be  of  great  Service  if  one  of  the  Magistrate- 
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went  in  person  &  gave  the  Constables  their  Orders  in  the  pvesenoe 
of  the  Towns  people. 

I  am. 

Angnst  17th,  1755. 

Indoned.-^lJrfifi  Letter  to  the  Mayor  &  Aldermen* 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Dinwiddib,  1755. 

Philad*.,  Angust  19th,  1755. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  last  letter  of  the  5th  Instant,  as  also  that  of 
the  29th  of  July,  by  express,  to  which  you  desire  to  be  referr';!.  I 
had  before  receiv'd  information  of  the  unhappy  &  very  surprizing 
defeat  of  the  Army  under  General  Braddock's  Command,  &  thick 
it  a  most  melancholy  affair;  it  would  certainly  have  been  of  the 
greatest  Consequence  to  the  Colonies  in  General,^  have  ezert'd 
themselves  vigorously  to  retrieve  if  possible  so  great  a  misfortane  & 
disgrace  suffered  by  his  Majesty's  Arms,  without  loss  of  time;  &  I 
am  of  opinion  with  you/  that  it  was  not  too  late  in  the  year  when 
we  received  the  News. 

It  appears  very  clear  to  me  that  another  attempt  might  have  been 
put  into  Execution  against  Du  Quedne,  &  I  am  far  from  thinking 
^but  we  might  have  promised  ourselves  success,'  had  these  Colonies 
that  are  so  nearly  interested  in  the  removal  of  the  French  from  the 
Ohio  united  &  acted  a  proper  &  Dutifull  part,  as  part  of  their  forces 
were  sent  off  to  Strengthen  Niagara. 

I  rece'd  letters  last  night  by  Express  from  Gen.  Shirley,  acquaint- 
ing me  that  as  he  had  been  informed  that  this  Province,  Virginia  k 
Maryland,  had  given  considerably  towards  another  expedition,  he 
{bought  proper  to  send  orders  to  be  immediately  forwarded  to  Col. 
Dunbar,  to  make  a  Second  attempt  upon  Fort  du  Quesne,  but  I  am 
of  opinion  this  cannot  be  put  in  practice  before  next  Year;  from  the 
backwardness  of  my  Assemblies  in  particular  to  do  what  is  so 
Strongly  their  Interest  to  Comply  with,  if  the  troops  commanded 
by 'Col.  Dunbar  were  to  join  those  employ'd  against  Niagara,  as 
were  Gen.  Shirley's  first  orders,  it  would  greatly  nusilitate  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  French  forts  there,  which  will  cut  off  all  Communicatioa 
with  Canada,  &  of  course  their  forts  on  the  Ohio  will  fall  into  our 
hands,  as  they  will  probably  then  be  obliged  to  surrender  for  want 
of  Provisions  &  other  necessaries. 

In  Answer  to  my  inclosed  message  recommending  to  my  Assem- 
Uy  to  Grant  the  necessary  Supplys  towards  an  Expedition  this 
Season  against  Fort  Duquesne,  they  tell  me  that  if  I  will  pass  a  Bill 
they  sent  me  some  time  ago  for  raising  fifty  thousand  pounds,  with- 
out amendments,  that  it  would  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  But 
as  that  Bill  is  framed  It  would  be  a  manifest  breach  of  trust  in  me 
&  giving  up  the  Government  into  their  Hands,  I  must  therefore 
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give  over  all  expectations  of  any  thing  from  this  Province^  not  only 
this  year,  but  at  any  time  hereafter,  nnless  a  British  Parliament 
should  interpose  and  to  Induce  them  to  do  it,  I  think  the  Ministry 
shouULbe  informed  of  the  Naked  and  Defenceless  condition  of  this 
Province,  and  of  its  being  an  open  door  by  means  of  which  the 
French  may  make  themselves  masters  of  this  continent,  as  they 
have  now  road  from  their  fort  upon  the  Ohio,  and  may  march  a  body 
of  troops  into  the  Heart  of  this  PlentifuU  Colonys,  and  Strengthen 
themselves  greatly  by  the  Gkrman  and  Irish  Bomaa  Gathdicks,  who 
are  very  numerous  here.  I  think  it  is  the  Interest  of  the  other 
Colonys  to  Joyn  in  representing  these  matters  to  the  Oovemment  at 
home  that  proper  measures  may  be  taken  in  time. 

IndoTMed. — ^Draft  to  Gov'.  Dinwiddle. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Db  Lakobt,  1755. 

Philad*.,  August  21st,  1755. 
Sir: 

I  was  in  hopes  I  should  have  been  able  to  have  wrote  you  an 
aoc*  of  our  preparations  for  another  attempt  upon  Fort  Duquesne, 
But  my  Assembly  have  been  now  sitting  a  month,  and  have  spent 
the  whole  time  in  an  Idle  dispute  with  me  upon  a  bill  that  I  have 
it  not  in  my  power  to  pass ;  And  yet  they  tell  me  that  unless  I  do 
pass  ity  and  that  in  the  shape  they  have  sent  it  up,  they  will  do 
nothing. 

Thb  puts  it  out  of  my  Power  to  afford  that  Assistance  to  Gol^. 
Dunbar  in  the  Second  attempt  against  Fort  Duquesne,  which  Shirley 
has  Order'd  him  to  undertake,  and  to  call  upon  these  Provinces  for 
Assistance,  which  I  imagine  the  Governments  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land will  readily  afford^  but  it  will  fjull  heavy  upon  them  as  Pensil- 
van*  will  do  nothing. 

I  am  Apprehensive  that  the  Season  is  Rather  too  fiir  advanced, 
Considering  that  nothing  is  pepared,  nor  proper  funds  Bstablish'd 
for  purchasing  what  is  wanted  upon  the  present  occasion,  which  will 
delay  some  things  till  Shirley's  Answer  to  the  Inclosed  letters  can 
be  had,  which  you  will  therefore  be  so  good  &s  to  forward  to  him  as 
soon  as  possible. 

I  wish  the  distress  at  Louisburgh  may  be  what  Gov.  Lawrence 
represents  it,  but  cannot  imagine  they  will  be  reduced  to  the  neces- 
sity of  surrender*  the  place,  as  they  must  have  plenty  of  fish  upon 
which  they  may  well  Subsist. 

My  Assembly  have  sent  me  a  Message  in  Answer  to  my  last. 
Consisting  of  26  folio  post  pages,  wrote  full  and  Close,  which  I  hope 
will  excuse  me  for  the  incorrectness  of  this. 

I  am.  Sir. 
Indorted. — ^Draft  to  Gov'.  De  Lancey. 
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Zkws.^  BuRD  TO  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Shippensbarg,  24^  -^^gS  1755. 
Honb»«  Sir, 

Y  I  had  the  pleasure  of  your  Hon'"  favours  of  y«  14^  Curr^.  wherein 
you  are  pleased  to  let  me  know  the  trouble  you  have  with  the  people 
that  work't^  at  the  Roads;  I  am  Eztreamly  sorry  for  it,  but  Cannot 
help  imputing  it  to  our  Assembly;  The  method  proposed  in  a  letter 
Some  time  ago  to  your  Hon%  Signed  by  the  Commiss",  for  giving 
attendance  at  different  places  in  this  Province,  in  order  to  pay  of  the 
labourers,  &c.  I  made  no  doubt  would  have  been  ChearfaUy  gone 
into,  as  we  therein  mentioned  a  Committee  of  the  House  to  attend 
with  the  Money,  &  be  Satisfyed  in  every  paym^  mad^.  If  our  As- 
sembly expects  the  People  are  to  wait  upon  them  at  Philad",  in 
order  to  Reeeve  their  Money ;  many  of  the  labourers  will  be  obliged 
to  loose  their  money  Intirely,  as  they  would  Spend  )  of  it  in 
going  to  Beeeve  it,  besides  their  time,  &  I  for  my  part,  must  loose 
what  I  have  advanced  them,  which  is  Considerable  (to  me  however,) 
k  if  this  is  the  manner  in  which  we  are  to  be  treated^  it  will  put  an 
end  to  Publick  Faith  in  this  Province. 

It  is  a  very  great  hardship  upon  me,  that  I  must  bear  the  burthen 
of  both  ends  of  this  affair,  very  much  to  the  prejudice  of  my  own 
Private  Concerns,  Notwithstanding  a  Number  of  Commiss"  appointed 
along  with  me.  However,  I  shall  Immediately  make  up  the  acco^, 
and  transmitt  them  to  your  Hon' ;  la  the  mean,  I  begg  you  will  be- 
lieve me  with  great  Esteem  to  be. 

Your  Hon" 

Most  obcd<  Servant, 

JAMES  BURD. 

Directed— To  The  Honourablo  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq*",  Go- 
vemour  &  Command'  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 


(Jbneral  Johnson  to  Gov.  Pownbll,  1765., 

Camp  at  Carrying  Place, ) 
24th  Aug*,  1755.       j 
Sir: 

By  Accounts  I  have  from  Canada  by  4  Mohawks,  whom  I  sent 
there  some  time  agoe,  and  returned  3  days  agoe,  it  appears  that  the 
French  will  Make  a  very  great  Opposition,  Nay,  bring  all  the 
Strength  they  have  this  way.  I  caird  a  Councill  of  Warr  Yester- 
day, and  sent  their  Oppinion  to  the  Several  governments  concem'd 
ia  this  expedition,  to  which  I  refer  you;  I  purpose  marching  to- 

17* 
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morrow  with  the  first  SiyiaoD,  oonnsting  of  1500  Men  &  some  field 
FeiceSf  for  Lake  S*  Sacrament,  &  some  iDdians.  Maj'  General  Ly- 
man is  to  follow  me  as  soon  as  the  New  Hampshire  Troops  join  him 
here,  which  I  have  ordered  them  to  doe  emediately,  as  we  have  &irn 
on  a  Method  to  Support  them^  as  long  aa  there  are  provision  in  the 
Army.  We  could  not  spare  so  many  good  men  as  they  are  looked 
ttpon  to  be.  Cap^  Stodard  Arrived  here  Yesterday  with  old  Hen- 
drick's  Brother  &  12  Young  Indians,  and  says  M**-  Farrell,  Butler, 
&o.»  will  be  here  tomorrow  with  old  Hendridc  ft  abont  200  more; 
those,  with  about  40  who  accompaued  me  hither^  &  others  who  are 
to  follow,  will  Amount  to  About  800.  As  soon  as  I  arrive  at  the 
lake  I  shall  erect  Magazines,  and  build  a  place  of  Strenght  Again 
,  the  rest  of  the  forces  come  up.  Our  Indians  here  seem  much  Bis- 
perited  at  the  News  of  the  Cashnawageys  declaring  in  favour  of  the 
French,  as  well  as  at  General  Braddook's  Defeat;  there  is  an  Indian 
expected  here  to-morrow,  wfiom  I  sent  with  Dispatches  to  the  Gene- 
ral, and  was  in  the  engagement  with  him,  who  has  told  the  whole 
Affiur  to  the  Indians  very  particularly,  this  vou  may  Imagine  may  have 
no  good  Effect  at  this  Critical  Juncture;  besides  the  Acti^  Bro^  from 
Canada,  by  the  4  Mohawks,  of  the  French's  strenght  and  their  In- 
dians  and  the  weekness  of  our  Troops,  which  they  hourly  CompUdn 
of.  Discourages  them  so  much,  that  I  may  without  vanity  assert. 
Nothing  but  their  regard  for  me  would  engage  one  of  them  to  go  a 
Step ;  what  with  Disertions,  sickness,  fto.,  we  shall  not  be  above  8000 
Effective  for  Garrisons,  &c. 

Cap"  Eyre  has  laid  out  a  pF  of  fortification  here  round  Lydins's 
Log  House,  which  if  finished,  would  be  very  Serviceable  in  case  of  a 
retreat,  but  as  it  is  thought  too  large  by  most  of  the  officers,  &  Can- 
not be  finished  before  we  so.  It  give  so  Great  Uneasiness,  that  they 
purpose  to  Apply  to  me  About  it,  I  understand  this  day. 

EXTRAOTS  TBOM  THE  COUNCIL  OF  WaBR  : 

That  the  road  from  La  Praire  to  S^  Johns,  is  full  of  Waggons,  of 
provisions  ft  Stores,  constantly  passing  and  repassing ;  that  the  Brig* 
and  another  Vessell  are  malung  Constant  return  to  ft  from  Crown 
Point;  That  there  were  in  the  Fort  100  Men,  200  more  were  March- 
ing to  join  them,  ft  that  more  were  ooming  in  such  parties,  that  the 
French  would  be  Superior  to  us,  Not  only  m  the  number  of  Troops, 
but  also  of  Indiaiis.  The  Caghnawageys  having  taken  up  the  Hatchet 
against  us,  and  the  French  calling  in  all  the  Indians  they  have  in 
Canada;  That  the  French  are  mafinff  Several  New  Works  at  Crown 
Point,  and  that  if  our  Army  Marched  by  Wood  Creek,  they  intended 
to  fortifie  themselves  and  Oppose  us  at  So*  Bay,  if  we  marched  by 
Lake  S^  Sacrament,  at  '^'Tiecondaraga. 

*  This  is  the  Narrows  below  Lake  St  Sacrament 
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Gov.  Morris  to  the  Mayor  of  Philadelphia,  1755. 

Philad%  August  25th|  1755. 
Sir :  -^ 

Goll*  Dunbar,  who  is  now  at  Lancaster  with  his  own  and  the  Late 
8f  Peter  Halket's  regiment,  and  three  Independ*  Oompanys,  writes 
me  that  he  proposes  to  be  here  with  those  troops  on  Friday  next,  in 
order  to  fit  them  for  such  service  as  Gen^  Shirley  shall  order,  and  De- 
sires me  to  have  Quarters  prepared  for  one  hundred  officers  and  about 
twelve  hundred  men;  and  as  an  Act  passM  the  last  Sitting  of  Assem- 
bly, extending  to  this  province  Such  parts  of  the  Mutiny  and  Deser- 
tion acts  of  Parliament  as  relates  to  the  Quartering  soldiefrs,  you  will, 
therefore,  with  the  Assistance  of  the  other  Magistrates,  cause  quar- 
ters to  be  provided  for  the  soldiers  &  Lodgings  for  the  officers,  as  soon 
as  possible,  that  I  may  communicate  to  Coll*  Dunbar  what  is  done. 

iiM^oTMi.— Dft.  to  the  Mayor,  recommending  it  to  him  to  Provide 
Quarters  for  the  Army  under  the  Command  of  GoU*  Dunbar. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov,  Shirley,  1755. 

Phikd«,  August  27th,  1755. 
Dear  Sir  f 

When  your  friend  Mr.  Pownal  went  from  hence,  he  Hinted  t6  me 
ihat  he  had  some  thoughts  of  seeing  England  this  fall,  where  he 
imagined  he  could  be  of  more  service  to  the  Common  Cause  than  by 
continuing  in  America.  Yon  well  know  his  ability  and  attachments 
to  you,  the  great  acquaintance  he  has  with  men  and  things  in  this 
Country,  and  what  lights  &  hints  he  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  give 
upon  American  affairs  to  the  ministry;  and  as  you  have  nothing  iu 
View  but  to  promote  the  real  Interest  of  the  Colonys,  and  to  make 
it  consistant  with  that  of  the  mother  Country,  I  think,  with  great 
submission,  that  you  cannot  have  a  better  means  of  Conveying  your 
thoughts  and  schemes  for  the  publick  utility  to  the  ministry,  than 
by  him. 

As  to  myself,  I  aim  unfortunately  linked  with  a  set  of  men  that 
seem  lost  to  all  scnce  of  duty  to  their  Country,  or  decency  to  their 
Superiors,  who  will  oppose  whatever  I  recomend,  however  beneficial 
to  the  publick.  You  arc  otherwise  circumstanced,  what  you  say  has 
weight  with  your  own  and  other  Provinces,  and  the  King's  Ministers 
have  a  Confidence  in  you,  will  it  not,  therefore,  be  very  proper  for 
you  to  Lay  before  the  Crown  the  State  and  Condition  of  the  Colonys 
&  of  the  present  service;  the  Assistance  thev  are  capable  of  affording 
the  Crown  in  America,  or  sea  war;  the  Obsticles  and  reasons  why 
that  assistance  has  not  been  &  will  not  be  afforded,  and  the  most 
effectual  Methods  of  removing  those  obsticles^  a&d  of  makinr  ^^' 
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Golonjg  maieriallj  benefioal  to  Britain;  both  in  War  and  Peace.  In 
laying  these  matters  before  the  Governm*;  yon  cannot  find  any  man 
that  will  be  abloi  by  a  personal  application,  to  afford  yon  that  assistance 
that  Mr.  Pownal  can,  as  he  is  not  unknown  to  any  of  the  Kingf  s 
ministers,  and  has  the  particular  Confidence  of  some  of  them. 

Jndoned.-^DR,  to  Gov.  Shirley. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Db  Lancey,  1755. 

Sir: 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  sending  forward  the  Letters  to  Gen>  Shir- 
ley, because  the  motion  of  the  Troops  now  in  this  Province  will  de- 
pend upon  his  answer,  as  Coll°  Dunbar  says  he  has  no  money  to  fur- 
nish the  forces  with  the  several  things  that  are  absolutely  necessary 
for  them  in  case  they  go  upon  service,  either  to  the  northward  or 
westward,  as  to  the  liOtter  I  imagine  no  thing  can  possibly  be  done 
this  season,  tho'  I  am  told  Yiipnia  and  Maryland  are  raising  forces 
for  the  purpose.  I  am  glad  to  hear  of  the  distress  at  Louisbnrgh, 
the  flux  must  be  owing  to  the  cause  you  mention,  and  it  is  our  busi- 
ness not  to  remove  it.  I  recomended  the  matter  to  the  Assembly,  not 
caring  to  take  it  upon  myself  when  the  Legislature  was  sitting,  as 
they  could  render  an  Embargo  much  more  effectual,  but  as  they  re* 
fused  to  come  into  the  thing,  I  shall  meet  the  Council  upon  the  bead 
to-morrow,  and  if  they  consent  shall  lay  one  on  in  this  port  and  in 
New  Castle,  which  may  prove  more  Effectual  than^my  ladt  Embargo, 
as  you  tell  me  Jersey  have  laid  one,  which  they  declined  doing 
before. 

It  is  very  disagreeable  to  me  to  be  concernd  in  a  dispute  with  my 
A.S8embly  at  such  a  time  as  this,  when  the  Common  good  &  safety 
should  take  place  of  every  other  Consideration.  But  as  I  have 
from  the  beginning  avoided  every  thing  of  the  kind,  and  Advised 
them' to  do  the  same,  I  cannot  accuse  myself  of  being  in  the  least 
the  cause  of  the  inactivity  of  this  Province,  But  must  think  that 
they  had  no  intention  to  do  any  thing  for  the  Common  cause,  or  for 
their  own  security,  and  purposly  started  those  disputes  to  furnish  a 
pretence  for  their  conduct.  Had  this  been  before  a  doubt,  their  last 
long  messages  and  refusal  to  Establish  a  Militia  would  have  made  it 
clear.  The  avow'd  Principles  of  those  Messages  are  Republican, 
and  they  are  calculated  to  heat  &  inflame  the  people,  to  infuse  into 
the  minds  of  the  Germans  and  others — that  their  rights  &  Libertys 
are  invaded,  &  that  they  are  to  be  made  slaves  &  vassells.  By  this 
means  they  will  weaken  and  unhioge  the  Government,  &  not  only 
so,  but  Hinder  the  Germans  from  assisting  the  English  and  recon- 
cile them  to  the  French  Governm*^  under  which  they  cannot  be 
worse  than  slaves  and  vassels. 

I/idorsed. 
T)ft.  to  Gov  Delancy.    August  28**,  1765. 
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Gov.  Sharpb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

AnnapoIiS;  August  29%  1755. 
Sir: 

I  detain  Goyernor  Dinwiddie's  Express  a  Moment,  to  acknowledge 
bj  him  the  Beceipt  of  your  Fayoar  of  the  20^.  I  am  sorry  to  learo 
that  not  eyen  the  present  melancholy  Situation  of  Affairs  in  this 
Quarter  oould  weigh  with  your  Assembly  to  grant  some  Supplies, 
in  such  a  manner  as  you  could  accept  them;  the  Example  they  haye 
set  is  too  grateful  to  our  folks  for  me  to  g^ye  them  an  Opportunity 
of  persuing  a  similar  Scheme,  or  expressing  themselyes  in  such  Lan- 
guage unless  I  shall  receiye  more  particular  Instructions  from  Eng- 
land^  or  the  Enemy  make  an  Attempt  on  Fort  Cumberland,  which,' 
by  what  I  can  find,  Goyernor  Inncs  begins  to  expect.  It  is  said 
that  his  Command,  a  fortnight  since,  consisted  of  only  160  Men,  if 
they  haye  since  gone  off  in  the  same  proportion;  I  shall  next  ex* 
pect  to  hear  it  is  entirely  relinquished.  The  Indians  haye  done  a 
good  deal  of  Mischief  in  seyeral  parts  of  Virginia,  but  they  haye 
Dot  made  our  People  any  Visits  since  the  Engagement,  howeyer  tho 
distant  Inhabitants  are  so  terrified  by  the  Reports  they  hear,  that 
they  are  leayiug  their  Plantations  yeiy  &st,  &  retreatiug  to  the  more 
populous  parts  of  the  Country.  As  I  haye  not  heard  any  thine  of 
Colonel  Dunbar's  Return  towards  Us,  I  presume  he  is  proceeding 
to  join  General  Shirley,  which  I  hope  he  will  do  time  enough  to  be 
of  some  seryioe,  but  I  can  tell  him  twill  not  a  little  chagrine  Go- 
vernor Didwiddic,  who  cannot  bear  the  thought  of  leaving  Fort  Du 
Quesne  unattemptod  again  this  Summer.  I  have  already  intimated 
to  S'  Thomas  Robinson  how  defenceless  we  are,  notwithstanding  our 
Numbers,  for  want  of  a  proper  Militia  Law,  which  I  have  told  him 
has  often  &  will  be  always  in  yain  soUicited  from  our  Assembly : 
whether  Governor  Dinwiddie  prevailed  with  the  Assembly  of  that 
Province  the  other  Day  to  pass  one  I  know  not,  otherwise  he  will, 
I  doubt  not,  write  also  to  the  Ministry  on  the  same  subject. 

With  great  Respect  &  Esteem, 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obed^ 

&  most  humble  Servant, 

HOR'O.  SHARPE. 

Indorted,  ^ 

Letter  from  Gov  Sharpe,  August  29,  1755. 

Rcced  l-*  Sept',  1755.     Bead  in  Council,  2'  Sept'. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Db  Lancet,  1755. 

Sir: 

I  this  minute  receivd  by  Express,  from  Got'  Dinwiddie'*'  the  In- 
olosd  letter,  by  which  yon  will  see  his  scheme  for  building  a  Fort 
near  the  great  Meadows,  in  the  way  to  Fort  Dnquesne.  I  much 
doubt  his  being  able  to  Carry  it  into  Execution,  and  by  the  aocounts 
giving  that  Country  by  the  Officers  of  the  regiments  now  here,  I 
cannot  think  it  by  any  means  a  proper  place.  I  cannot  afford  him 
any  assistance  from  this  Province,  and  imagine  that  Maryland  will 
be  as  backward,  so  that  it  must  rest  with  Virginia  alone.  I  am  very 
much  taken  up  with  the  Troops  now  here,  which  are  in  very  bad 
*Order,  The  CoU'^  thinks  of  making  up  his  regiments  with  Servants 
which  he  may  soon  do,  but  it  will  be  very  disagreeable  to  our  People 
here  and  very  troublesome  to  me.  I  have  Laid  an  Embargo  upon 
all  the  Provisions  herC)  but  am  told  the  merchants  intend  not  to  re- 
gard it,  and  we  have  got  to  such  a  hith  of  disobedience  in  this  Pro- 
vince, that  the  Orders  of  the  Government  have  very  little  weight. 

lam, 

Sir, 

your  most  Obed*  Humble  Serv*, 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS.* 
Gov'  Delancey. 

Philad%  Sep'  1«S  1756. 

Indorsed. 
Copy — to  Gov'  Delancey.    Sep'  !•',  1755. 


Gov.  Dk  Lancet  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

New  York,  1  Sep*',  1755. 
Sir, 

I  expect  this  day  to  have  a  full  Assembly,  to  whom  I  must  send 
a  Message  on  the  subject  of  reinforcing  the  Troops  under  Major  Ge- 
nerjil  Johnson  ;  before  them  I  shall  lay  the  intelligence  I  have  re- 
cicved  from  Massachusetts  Bay  &  Connecticut,  the  Former  have 
agreed  to  raise  800  men,  &  the  latter  2000  for  that  purpose.  I  can* 
not  say  what  the  Assembly  will  do  here,  if  I  cannot  get  men,  I  hope 
to  prevail  on  them  to  give  money  to  support  the  Connecticut  troops ; 
that  Government  shews  a  very  laudable  zeal,  but  I  fear  the  rein- 
forcement will  come  too  late,  as  the  season  is  already  far  advanced. 

*  See  this  letter,  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  608.  It  muat  be  on  or  near 
the  Fort  Necessity,  which,  under  Washington,  capitulated  to  the  French  un- 
der Monsr.  de  Villior.    See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  50-53,  181,  182. 
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Yoa  will  ezonse  my  not  giving  a  fuller  answer  to  joors  of  the  28^"*^ 
AngUBt.     I  am^ 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  DE  LANCEY. 
Governor  Morris. 

Indorsed, 

Gov  Delancey.    Sep'  !•*,  1765. 


Gov.  Habdt  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

New  York,  5»  September,  1755. 
Sir: 

Being  Honoured  with  his  Majesty's  Commission  as  Captain  Gene- 
ral and  Govemour  in  Chief  of  this  Province,  I  take  this  early  op- 
portunity of  notifying  my  Arrival  to  your  Honour. 
0^  As  the  present  State  of  Affairs  requires  the  keeping  up  an  exact 
Correspondence  between  the  several  Govemours  on  the  Continent, 
in  every  part  of  his  Majesty's  Service  which  may  concern  the  Inte- 
rest and  welfare  of  his  Colonies,  I  beg  leave  to  Assure  you  of  my 
intention  to  maintain  it  on  my  part,  and  that  I  shall  esteem  as  a  fa- 
vour any  intelligence  you  shall  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  me ;  at 
the  same  time  it  will  give  me  a  Real  pleasure  if,  during  my  Admin- 
istration, I  have  it  in  my  power  to  do  you  any  Service.  The  in- 
closed Letter  I  brought  with  me  from  England. 

I  am, 

Sir, 

Your  Honours  most  obed^ 

haqable  Servant, 

CHAS.  HARDY-t 
Being  informed  of  a  Vessel  bound  for  Europe  from  your  place,  I 
take  the  liberty  to  trouble  you  with  the  Inclosed  Packet  to  forward 
to  England. 

Govemour  Morris. 

Indorsed. 

Gov  Hardy.     Sop'  5%  1755. 

*  See  page  396.  f  See  Qoyt's  answer,  p.  405. 


400  PENNBTLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1755. 

Gov.  Morris  to  Edward  Shipprn,  1T55. 

Sir, 

I  sent  yon,  rinoe  Cflpt"  Leslies  going  away  from  Lancaster  to  the 
Army,  the  snm  of  Two  hundred  and  Sixty  Pounds,  for  w*^  my  Se- 
cretary has  your  Receits. 

Of  this  sum,  I  understand  Capt*  Lesley  has  received  no  more 
than  One  hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds  Six  Shillinge  St.,  Penna. 

The  Ballanoe  being  One  hundred  and  nine  Pounds  thirteen  Shil- 
lings ft  Sixpence,  Be  pleased  to  pay  to  him  or  his  Order,  he  hav- 
ing given  me  a  Receit  for  this  here,  together  with  that  of  Five  hun- 
dred Pounds,  \f^  I  had  supplied  him  with  whilst  here,  amounting  in 
all  to  Seven  hundred  and  Sixty  Pounds. 

Philad*,  5  Sept',  1755. 

Indorsed.  ^ 

Df^  to  Edward  Shippen.    Sep'  5«^  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gen.  Shirlbt,  1755. 

Dear  Sir : 

1  had  the  Pleasure  of  hearing  you  were  all  safe  at  Oswego,  on 
the  20**  ult.,*  by  a  letter  from  yourself  and  my  friend  Jack,  to  whom 
if  I  can,  I  will  write  by  this  conveyance.  I  deliverd  your  letter  to 
Coll"  Dunbar,  who  arrived  on  the  28  of  Aug**  with  the  two  regi- 
ments, the  Independ*  Companys  and  the  train,  most  of  them  in  very 
bad  order,  and  by  all  his  motion  and  the  difficulties  that  he  makes 
about  every  thing,  I  imagine  he  has  no  intention  to  move  from 
hence.  Golb  Oage  is  putting  Halket's  Regiment  in  as  good  order 
as  Possible,  and  will  be  ready  for  Service  very  soon,  but  it  will  be 
some  time  before  the  other  troops  are  here,  unless  you  send  quicken- 
ing orders,  which  I  hope  you  will. 

My  good  friend.  Cap*.  Orme,  is  now  with  me,  and  is  very  much 
recoverd  of  his  wound.  Coll<*  Burton  is  also  here,  but  not  so  well 
reooverd,  the  Bull  being  still  in  him,  but  I  Hope  for  the  sake  of  the 
publick  that  he  may  be  quite  fit  for  service  before  the  next  year,  as 
he  is  a  very  sensible  knowing  man.  Cap"  Orme  is  going  to  Eng- 
land/ and  will  put  the  affair  of  the  Western  Campaign  in  a  true 
light,  and  greatly  different  from  what  it  has  been  represented  to  be, 
and  you  know  very  well  that  his  situation  &  abilities  gave  him 
great  opportunities  of  knowing  every  thiog  that  passd  in  the  army 
or  in  the  Colony,  relative  to  military  matters,  and  I  am  aure  he  will 
be  of  great  use  to  the  Ministry  in  the  measures  that  may  be  con- 
certed for  the  future  safety  and  defence  of  those  Provinces.  You 
are  now,  my  good  sir,  to  consider  yourself  as  a  Military  man,  and 

*  See  page  381. 
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nepreseiitatkms  will  be  expected  from  you  in  relation  to  the  secnrifcy 
of  these  Colonies  against  the  French,  which  is  become  a  very  nar 
tional  point,  as  the  snperioritj  in  America  will  cast  the  ballance  in 
Earope^  whoever  therefore  can,  by  his  advice  and  asmstance,  contri- 
bute to  secure  these  Colonies  does  the  greatest  service  to  Britain,  and 
will  be  entitled  to  the  greatest  rewards.  This  you  in  a  particular 
manner  will  have  it  in  your  power  to  do,  by  Laying  before  the  Go- 
vernment the  most  rational  plans  for  that  purpose.  The  opportuni- 
ties M'.  Orme  will  have  with  the  Duke,  &  all  the  Kings  ministers, 
upon  his  return  of  explaining  American  affitirs,  makes  it  quite  ne- 
cessary that  you  should  agree  in  gen^  in  your  representations,  that 
both  may  have  the  greater  weight,  and  my  friendship  for  you  obliges 
me  to  hint  this  matter  to  your  consideration,  that  you  may  in  your 
letters  to  the  Ministry  refer  to  him,  and  give  him  an  opportunity  of 
enforcing  what  you  may  write,  the  substance  of  which  you  will;  I 
believe,  think  it  necessary  to  Communicate  to  him. 

CoU«  Dunbar,  who  makes  a  point  of  Differing  from  the  late  Oen^ 
in  every  thing  will  comply  with  none  of  his  contracts,  and  Even 
declines  paying  for  the  recruits  I  have  raised  at  the  rate  Gen'  Brad- 
dpck  orderd,  which  will  &11  heavy  upon  poor  Bensil,  who  has  raised 
one  hundred  and  Eighty  two  men,  of  which  fifty  are  refused,  and 
he  cant  get  the  three  pounds  ster<  p'  man  for  the  remainder,  and 
their  subsistence,  till  they  Joynd  the  regime  I  must  therefore  beg 
your  directions  upon  that  head. 

Cap"  Orme  will  go  from  hence  to  New  York,  &  proposes  to  take    • 
his  Passage  from  thence  or  from  Boston,  as  an  opportunity  may 
offer,  and  he  will  Expect  to  hear  from  you  while  he  stays  at  New 
York. 

Indorted — 
DP  to  Gen>  Shirley.    Sep'  5%  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Dunbar,  1755. 

PhiUid-,  Sep'  6^  1765. 
Sir: 

6en>  Braddock,  by  letter  to  me  of  y*  9*^  of  June  last,  desired  I 
would  employ  some  proper  person  to  raise  recruits  for  yopra  uid  the 
Late  Sir  Peter  Halkets  regim'*,  that  they  might  be  completed  agrea- 
ble  to  his  Majestys  orders,  and  empowered  me  to  give  three  pounds 
Sterling  p^  man  to  the  person  I  should  Employ,  &  to  offer  the  men 
the  Kings  pay  frt)m  the  time  of  4heir  Inlistment,  and  Cloaths  & 
Arms  when  they  Joynd  the  regiment.  In  pursuance  of  these  di- 
rections I  employed  M'.  Adolph  Benzil,  a  gentleman  of  family,  and 
one  that  had  seen  service,  who  raised  upward  of  one  hundred  and 
Eighty  men,  out  cf  which  your  officers  have  taken  one  hundred  ft 
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thirty  seven.  M'.  Benztll  Expects  tolm  paid  by  me  aocording  to 
the  Promises  I  made  him,  and  has  given  me-  in  the  Enclosed  ac- 
count, amounting  to  five  hundred  and  thirty  seven  pounds  fchree 
Shillings  and  Sixpence  Sterling,  which  I  must  desire  you  will  Enable 
me  to  discharge. 

Indorsed,  -^ 

Df»  to  Coll-  Dunbar.    Sep'  6%  1755. 


Captain  John  Shirley  to  Gov*  Morris,  1755. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  much  oblig'd  to  You  for  yc  two  letters  dated  2lBt  &  24th 
Aug*y  &  for  the  hint  you  have  given  my  father  concerning  my 
being  sent  home  w^  his  Dispatches.  My  father  is  now  in  Confer* 
ence  w^^  the  Indians,  &  has  given  me  your  three  last  Letters  to 
answer  for  him,  w^  I  am  sorry  for,  as  I  can't  w*^  Propriety  answer 
that  part  of  y  last  w*^  relates  to  me ;  but  ho  has  that  high  Opinion 
of  your  Judgment,  that  I  look  upon  myself  now,  as  sure  as  if  I  had 
his  Promise  of  it :  however,  I  sh'  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  what 
he  would  have  said  to  You  upon  it.  I  have  put  into  his  Letter  all 
the  News  concerning  ourselves  w<^  I  tho't  was  proper  for  him  to 
mention :  You  therein  see  how  difficult  a  Navigation  it  is  from  Sche- 
nectady hither.  Col.  Mercer  was  26  days  coming  here  &  some  of 
the  9  Pounders  are  still  upon  a  Rift  a  Mile  from  hence,  where  they 
bilg'd  the  Battocs.  The  French  have  found  means  to  alter  the 
Indians  vastly ;  they  were  much  our  friends  before,  but  they  are 
now  so  troublesome,  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  live  in  the  same  place. 
We  are  fortifying  a  Hill  I  mentioned  to  You  in  my  last,  &  shall 
build  Barracks  there  &  on  this  side  as  fast  as  possible ;  but  what 
few  Carpenters  we  had  are  going  away,  frighten'd  at  a  flux  w'^  carrys 
off  some  of  our  People  &  has  fallen  heaviest  upon  them.  We  are 
not  more  than  ab*  1500  Men  fit  for  Duty ;  but  that,  I  am  pretty 
sure,  if  we  can  go  in  time  in  our  Sloop,  Schooner,  Row  Gallies  & 
Whaleboats,  will  be  sufficient  to  take  Frontenac,  after  w^  we  may 
venture  to  go  upon  the  Attack  of  Niagara,  but  not  before ;  for  we 
have  certain  Intelligence  that  they  have  a  Number  of  Troops,  per- 
haps 600  there,  &  two  Vessells  as  large  as  our  Sloop  &  Schooner, 
w^i^  would  w*^  great  Ease  make^hemselves  Masters  of  this  Place  while 
we  were  gone  to  Niagara,  &  most  effectually  prevent  our  getting  back. 
Wo  have  as  good  Intelligence  as  it  is  possible  to  have  from  both 
Places,  &  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  w'''  myself  of  knocking  down 
both  these  Places  yet  this  fall,  if  we  can  get  away  in  a  Week  :  as  for 
garrisoning  either,  I  fear  it  is  impracticable  if  we  had  Provisions. 
We  have  already,  oold^  rough  Weather,  &  are  told  il  is  usual  hers 
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at  this  season;  bai  if  we  take  or  destroy  their  two  Yessells  at  Fron- 
teoao  &  rain  their  Harbour  there  &  desCroy  the  two  forts  of  that  & 
Niagara,  I  shall  think  we  have  done  great  things ;  w^  together  w^ 
the  making  this  Plaoe  defensible,  W^  it  was  not  before  ag^  a  very 
small  force,  will  lay  a  good  foundation  for  a  glorious  Campa"  next 
Year,  when  we  must  take  Care  to  be  early  enough.  As  to  floating 
Batteries  if  You  was  to  see  what  a  rough  piece  of  Water  this  Lake 
is  w^^  a  common  Breeze,  You  would  soon  be  convinc'd  there  is  no 
possibility  of  having  'em  unless  You  were  to  build  'em  under  the 
Walls  of  Niagara,  or  in  the  Harbour  of  Frontenae.  I  should  have 
mentioned  before  that  it  will  be  tho't  necessary  to  leave  at  least  200 
of  our  1500  Men  here,  who  may  go  on  w"^  the  Works  on  the  Hill 
k  the  Barracks  on  this  Side. 

The  Conference  is  just  ended  &  the  Indians  have  dedar'd  in  a 
seeming  hearty  Manner,  that  they  will  be  true  to  him,  my  ffither,  &' 
follow  him  where  ever  he  goes.  They  are  certainly  a  most  nece^- 
sary  and  useful  set  of  People  to  have  w'^  us,  but  then  they  are  by 
far  ye  most  troublesome  in  the  World.  You  can't  conceive  the 
Difficulties  we  have  had  to  struggle  w^  in  getting  up  here,  &  here  I 
must  acknowledge  the  Services  of  the  Albany  People,  who  havo 
given  us  all  the  Assistance  in  their  Power,  notwithstanding  their 
former  bad  Character,  &  I  esteem  a  Comp^^  of  abo'  80  of  their  young 
Men  w*^  we  have  w^  us,  to  be  by  much  the  best  Company  we  have. 
Indeed  the  Battoe-Men  have  deserted  us,  but  a  whole  County  is  not 
answerable  for  the  faults  of  their  lowest  Set  of  Men,  tho'  most  of 
ye  Eoglish  Officers  blame  Albany  without  Distinction  for  the  faults 
of  these  People.*  *  *  *  *  Nobody  holds  it  out  better  than 
my  father  &  myself.  We  shall  all  of  us  relish  a  good  House  over 
our  heads,  being  all  iucampt  except  the  General  &  some  few  field 
Officers,  who  have  what  are  call'd  at  Oswego,  houses,  but  they  would 
in  other  Countries  be  call'd  only  Sheds,  except  the  fort  where  my 
father  is.  Adieu,  Dear  Sir,  I  hope  my  next  will  be  directed  from 
Frontenae. 

I  am  ever  W*^  a  most  sincere  Regard, 

Yours  most  Affectionately, 

JOHN  SHIRLEY. 

Oswego,  10  o'clock  at  Night, 
in  a  Wet  Tent,  Sep'.  8th,  1755. 

P.  S.  We  sent  out  two  Indians  w<^  two  of  our  Albany  Men  eight 
days  ago,  who  were  within  less  than  half  a  Mile  of  the  fort  at  Fron- 
tenae, &  opposite  to  ye  Harbour,  where  they  stay'd  half  an  hour 
just  at  noon,  when  the  French  were  suppos'd  to  be  all  at  Dinner, 
as  they  did  not  see  a  Person  stirr  cither  in  the  Camp  or  fort :  They 
.saw  this  two  Yesselb  very  plain  &  say  they  are  about  as  large  as  our 
two  large  ones,  one  of  'em  quite  new  &  unrigg'd.    As  to  the  Sitna- 

*  A  paragraph  entirely  personal,  is  here  omitted. 
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ation  of  tbe  fort,  if  they  are  not  mach  mistaken  in  the  Description 
they  give  of  the  Oronnd  round  abo*  it,  it  is  such  that  I  think  it  must 
be  an  easy  Conquest  Sepf  9th.  Two  of  our  Indians  have  just  re- 
tum'd  from  Niagara,  where  they  have  been  scouting  &  treating  w^ 
the  Otawawa  Indians  who  Were  returning  discontented  from  the  Ohio, 
from  whose  Acoo^  we  have  the  greatest  Reason  to  believe  that  they 
will  stand  neuter,  in  Case  we  attack  Niagara.  Ood  send  us  Success 
that  we  may  get  in  Time  from  Frontnac,  to  go  to  the  other  Place 
where  we  shall  have  little  to  do,  &  I  verily  believe  fix  those  Indians 
who  have  so  lately  acted  ag*  us  firmly  in  our  Interest.  We  have 
likewise  sent  Belts  &  Presents  to  the  far  Nations. 

Ten  o'clock  at  Night,  Sept^  11th. 

We  have  just  reciev'd  fresh  Intelligence  from  Frontenac,  by  w** 
it  appears  that  the  French  have  abo*  1200  Men  there,  &  they  told  y« 
Indian  who  brings  the  Ace**  that  they  were  coming  here.  I  suppose 
they  wait  for  us  to  go  to  Niagara  first.  Our  Battoemen  desert  us  in 
large  Numbers,  as  do  the  Soldiers  who  are  dissatisfyd  at  our  being 
oblig'd  to  allow  'em  no  more  than  half  a  pound  of  bread  &  no  Rum. 
We  lost  21  of  the  latter  last  Night,  15  of  'em  are  Schuyler's.  Had 
we  but  Provisions  we  might,  I  am  satisfyM,  wi*^  our  fleet  &  Train, 
save  the  French  the  Trouble  of  coming  hither,  &  give  You  a  good 
Acoo*  of  Frontenac  fort  &  their  two  Vessells.  Our  last  large  Vessell 
sails  very  well,  the  Schooner  as  ill,  we  must  alter  her  to  a  Sloop. 
We  are  told  we  shall  have  Battocs  w^  Provisions  enough  in  eight 
days,  but  if  they  continue  to  leave  their  Battoes  after  they  have 
bro't  'em  half  way,  w^  15  of  'em  have  done,  I  don't  see  that  we 
ought  to  depend  upon  them,  tho'  we  know  they  are  sett  out.  We 
have  now  only  8  days  Bread,  Pork  &  Beef  enough,  but  no  Rum  or 
Pease;  &  what  makes  this  y  more  provoking  is,  that  these  Provi- 
sions have  Deen  ready  for  us  in  Abundance  these  two  Months  at 
least.  Adieu,  D'  Sir,  excuse  Blots  &  Blunders ;  I  hope  my  next 
Epistle  will  give  You  a  better  .^fico^  of  us.  1  am  glad  Gov'.  Hardy 
is  arriv'd.  Observe  a  Letter  in  y«  N.  York  Paper  of  .Sep'  1st.  I 
think  I  can  see  Banyar's  Stile  in  it.  Kinner,  Schuyler^  Col.  Ellison^ 
&  Mercerj  &c.^  &c.,  desire  to  be  remember'd  to  You. 

I  am  Your  most  Affectionate 

faithfuU  Hum.  ServS 

JOHN  SHIRLEY 

As  to  the  Number  at  Frontenac,  we  judge  of  it  in  this  Manner: 
the  Indian  says  they  have  two  Camps,  one  y*  Siae  of  our  Regiment, 
the  other  as  large  as  Schuyler's,  so  that  1200  is  a  moderate  Conpii* 
tation ;  they  told  him  they  expected  more. 

Yon  have  by  this  time  reo'  S'  F.  Robinson's  Circular  Letter,  < 
dated  .    Are  they  affraid  that  the  Assemblies  sho'd  exert 

themselves  beyond  their  Abilities  in  defence  of  their  Country  ? 
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They  have  a  Knack  at  hitting  off  things  in  tihis  Age  on  y*  other 
Side  the  Water. 

The  13th.    We  jast  got  a  Reinforcem^  of  20  Seneca  Indiauy  k 
expect  more.    No  bread  or  Rnm  yet  eome. 

MorriBi  My  Love  to  you^  I'll  write  to  you  Soon.    Picket  Guard 
to-Night. 

-  J.  L.  MORRIS. 
Indoried, — Cap*.  Shirley. 


^  Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Harbt,  1755. 

Sept.  8th.  1755. 
Sir, 

I  heartily  Congratulate  you  on  your  Bafe  arrival'^  to  yonr  govem- 
menty  where  I  hope  your  Endeavours  to  promote  the  public  Service 
will  be  attended  with  Success,  and  that  you  may  in  the  Course  of 
your  Administration  meet  with  every  thing  that  is  agreeable  to 
yourself.  An  unhappy  difference  that  subsists  between  me  and  the 
Assembly  of  this  Province,  hinders  me  from  taking  the  part  in 
the  publick  measures  that  my  inclinations  would  lead  me  tO;  and  I 
have  no  hopes  of  ite  coming  to  a  short  Period. 

If  I  can  promote  the  King's  Service  Committed  to  your  Charge, 
or  be  any  way  usefuU  to  You,  I  shall  be  glad  of  an  Opportunity  of 
doing  it^  and  am. 

D'  Sir. 

Indorsed, — Draft  to  Gov.  Hardy. 


Gen.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Camp  at  Oswego^  Sept*".  9th,  1755. 
Sir: 

As  it  may  be  acceptable  to  your  Honour  to  know  the  Situation  of 
the  Service  which  is  under  my  immediate  CarCy  I  transmit  you  the 
following  Aco*  of  it : 

The  last  Division  of  the  Forces  under  my  Command  were  twenty- 
six  Days  upon  their  March  from  Schenectady  to  this  Place,  where 
they  did  not  arrive  untill  the  2'  Instant.  The  troops  are  so  much 
^no'd  by  Desertion  and  Sickness,  and  Absence  of  Detachments 
upon  Parties  k  Command,  that  by  a  Field  Return  which  I  order'd 
•to  be  taken  yesterday,  it  appears  that  the  number  of  Men  in  the 
three  Regiments  and  Independent  Company  fit  tor  Duty  upon  tb 

«  See  Oov'r  Hardy's  letter,  p.  899.   . 
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fipot  don't  amount  to  1400,  out  of  which  we  are  oUig^d  to  keep  106 
at  Work  upon  a  New  For^  and  if  the  Body  of  the  Forces  moves 
from  this  Place,  must  leave  300  at  least  for  the  Defence  of  it,  so 
that  not  1000  Men  will  remain  for  other  Servioe,  and  of  these  60 
must  be  employed  as  Matrosses,  &  a  Number  as  Pioneers :  To  this  I 
am  to  add,  that  we  have  suffered  greatly  by  Desertion  of  Battoemen, 
after  being  impress'd  &  even  proceediog  part  of  the  Way  with  us, 
by  which  means  we  are  in  Want  of  Provisions  for  any  Service  that 
will  require  ten  Days  in  the  Execution. 

However,  if  I  am  not  disappointed  of  Supplies  of  ProvisioDS 
which  1  hourly  expect ;  I  am  encourag'd  upon  the  Intelligence  I 
have  gain'd  siuce  my  Arrival  here,  that  with  our  Naval  Force,  &  the 
Assistance  of  the  Indians  whom  I  have  pick'd  up  in  my  Passage 
thro'  the  Country  of  the  five  Nations,  and  the  Albany  Men  whom  I 
hir'd  to  go  with  me  as  a  Scouting  Party  of  Guards,  (both  w^  may 
amount  to  140  Men)  I  say  I  am  encourag'd,  Sir,  to  hope  that  wo 
may  proceed  upon  Action  in  a  very  few  Days,  &  that  a  foundation 
will  be  lay'd  this  Year  for  such  a  Campaigne  the  next,  as  I  flatter 
myself  (provided  the  Colonies  shall  then  exert  a  proper  Spirit)  may 
secure  all  points  in  dispute  between  us  &  the  French. 

As  a  Meeting  of  Commissioners  from  all  the  Colonies  as  far 
Westward  as  Virginia,  inclusive,  with  me  to  be  appointed  by  Acts 
of  Assembly,  in  the  Month  of  October  or  November,  in  order  to 
consult  upon  the  most  proper  Measures  to  be  taken  for  the  general 
luterest  of  the  common  Cause  the  next  Spring  may  have  a  good 
Effect  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  I  mention  it  to  your  Honour  for 
your  Consideration,  &  shall  do  the  same  to  the  other  Governm^'  in 
a  Circular  Letter.  If  such  a  Convention  shall  be  thought  advisable, 
I  would  propose  New  York  for  the  Place  of  meeting,  and  the  15th 
of  November  the  time,  for  it,  as  I  shall  be  there  in  my  Keturn  to 
Boston,  where  I  must  be  present  early  in  December. 

As  I  think  a  very  early  Campaigne  the  next  Year  necessary,  I 
have  sent  Orders  to  Col.  Dunbar,  the  Commanding  Officer  of  his 
Majesty's  two  British  Hegim**  &  two  Independent  Companies  of 
New  York,  to  march  those  Troops  directly  to  Albany,  where  1  de- 
sign their  Winter  Quarters  shall  be,  and  to^eave  at  this  Place  as 
many  of  the  Troops  now  with  me  as  can  be  supported  here  during 
the  Winter,  that  they  may  be  assembled  ready  to  act  cither  sepa- 
lately  or  in  conjunction  with  such  Provincial  Troops  as  the  Colonies 
shall  think  fit  to  raise  ag*'  the  French  Settlem^*,  either  upon  the 
Lakes  &  Ohio,  w'^  last  place  is  very  accessible  thro'  that  Route,  or 
ag**  any  part  of  Canada,  as  his  Majesty's  Service  &  the  general 
Interest  of  the  Colonies  may  most  require. 

The  first  thought  of  having  a  Meeting  with  Commissioners  from 
the  Colonies  was  suggested  to  me  by  the  Inclos'd  Extract. 

As  Col.  Dunbar's  &  the  late  Sir  Peter  Halket's  Regim<-  have 
been  greatly  reduc'd  by  the  Defeat  of  the  late  Major  (Jen*.  Brad- 
dock;  in  their  March  to  the  Ohio,  for  the  Protection  &  Service 
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of  the  sevenil  Colonies  of  Pensihania,  Marjlaod,  and  Tirginia  in 
particular;  &  his  Majesty's  Service  &  their  further  protection  re- 
quire that  those  ICegim<>  should  be  oompleated  to  1000  Men  each 
by  the  beginninff  of  the  Spring.  I  can't  but  hope  that  the  three 
before  mentioned  Gov^  will  readily  make  Grants  for  supplying  Col. 
Dunbar  &  U.  Col.  Gage  w^  levy  Money  for  that  Purpose ;  &  that 
your  Hon'  will  be  pleas'd  to  recommend  it  in  the  Strongest  Terms 
to  the  Assembly  within  your  own  Gov*.  I  have  wrote  to  Qov% 
Pinwiddie  &  Gov'.  Sharpe  to  the  same  £ffect. 

I  am  with  great  Kegard,  Sir, 

Your  Honour's  most  Humblei 

and  most  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
Hon^^*  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

Indarged, — Gen*.  Shirley. 


CONFERENCB  WITH  INDIANS  AT  LaKB   GEORaB,   1755. 

Lake  George,  11  Sep',  J  755,  A.  M. 

Present: 

General  Johnson, 

Major  General  Lyman, 

Col.  Ruggles, 

Cap*.  Eyre, 

Cap*.  Peter  Wraxall,  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs,  Indian  Officers,  & 

William  Printup,  Interpreter. 

Aguiotta,  an  Oneida  Sachem,  Speaker. 

Brother  Wariaghejage,  sole  Superintendant,  &C. 

When  you  called  us  to  the  late  General  Meeting  at  your  House, 
You  reminded  us  of  the  many  Barbarities  which  the  French  had 
ahewn  to  our  several  Nations,  and  told  us  of  the  Eneroaohments 
which  the  French  had  made  upon  our  Hunting  Lands,  to  the  South- 
ward, and  particularly  this  way. 

At  the  same  time  it  pleased  our  ffather  the  King,  and  you  our 
Brother,  to  call  on  us  to  join  you,  and  exert  ourselves  in  revenging 
the  Injuries  we  have  received,  and  to  relieve  our  Lands,  to  all  which 
we  agreed. 

Brother, 

After  you  had  made  this  Speech  to  nir,  there  were  none  of  the 
Confederate  Nations  who  spoke  at  once  and  openly,  that  they  woul 
assist  yon  with  as  many  as  they  could  spare,  but  the  Oneida  N 
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and  I  eall  upon  ike  other  Natibns  now  present,  whether  this  is  not 
the  tmth. 

Srother, 

Now  since  jon  desired  ns  to  assist  you  here,  we  came,  &  notwith- 
standing the  prond  Speeches  of  oar  Enemy's,  we  have  lifted  our  , 
hands  and  destroyed  them. 

Brother,  i 

Ton  hang  year  War  Kettle  over  at  the  late  Meeting,  with  7  heads  j 

in  it.     And  now  Brother,  it  seems  that  yoa  had  such  a  great  Fixe  | 

nnder  it,  that  it  made  the  Water  boil  over  and  destroyed  our  Ene-  ^ 

mics,  and  how  will  it  be  when  we  come  to  overset  the  whole  Kettle 
upon  them. 

I 

Brother, 

Now  we  have  thus  far  complied  with  yonr  Call  upon  as,  We  are 
all  of  us  determined  to  return  to  our  several  homes  and  Families  for 
the  present,  and  so  we  bid  you  farewell. 

Hereupon  General  Johnson  retired  to  his  Tent  with  the  following 
Officers,  who  agrdtd  upon  a  Reply  as  follows : 

Major  Gen^  Lyman,  ^ 

Col.  Buggies, 
Lieut.  Col.  Whiting,       *  , 

Major  Fitch, 

Capt.  Eyre, 

Sec'y  for  Indian  Affiiirs. 

Brethren, « 

Gave  2  p'  Strouds  to  Cover  their  Graves. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  loss  you  have  sustained  on  your  side,  as  well  , 

as  for  that  on  our  own.  We  have  great  reason  to  thank  God  for  the 
Succe'to  we  have  met  with,  and  our  Losses  ought  rather  to  warm  our 
Hearts  to  prosecute  the  present  Undertaking,  than  produce  any  fa 

Coolness;  this  both  Bravery  and  Prudence  caU  on  as  to  do.  I 

Brethren,  p 

You  have  repeated  some  of  the  things  which  past  at  oar  late  Meet-  k 
ing,  I  remember  the  whole  very  well,  and  the  Engagements  entered 

into  on  both  sides,  and  am  sorry  to  see  they  are  not  fallfiUed  on  r^i 

jours.  its 

Brethren,  ;, 

We  are  not  yet  got  half  way;  We  have  had  in  one  day  three  En- 
gagements with  the  Enemy.  We  drove  them  away  and  made  a 
great  Slaughter  of  them.    Whatever  are  your  reasons  for  leaving 
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08  in  this  ritintioii.  I  mxat  thndr,  and  all  the  World  will  be  I  bc« 
lieve  of  the  same  opinioDi  that  it  is  not  agreeable  to  your  Promiaei^ 
nor  advantageoos  to  yonr  Characters.  However,  I  shall  lay  no  re- 
strain upon  you.  Wo  are  determined  to  pursue  our  first  design,  to 
look  our  Enemies  in  the  Face,  and  with  Qod's  blessing,  to  secure 
the  safety  of  our  Countryi  and  endeayoar  to  obtain  that  honour 
which  you  by  thus  abandoning  us,  will  have  no  share  in. 

I  expect  and  desire  by  this  Belt  that  you  fulfill  your  Engage- 
ments.   (Gave  a  Belt.) 

Before  General  Johnson  made  the  above  Beply,  the  Sachems 
came  into  his  Tent,  and  returned  him  the  Belt  of  Wampum  he  had 
given  to  go  with  the  second  Embassy  to  the  Goghnawagaes,  and 
said: 

Brother, 

Here  is  your  Belt  of  Wampum,  the  Coghnawagaes  have  joined 
the  French  and  acted  as  Enemies,  wo  desire  they  may  never  moro 
be  permitted  to  Trade  either  at  Albany  or  Skenactady. 

Two  Chief  Sachems  of  the  Mohawks,  also  told  the  Geoeral  not  to 
be  displeased,  that  the  Indians  were  returning  home,  it  was  unavoid- 
able in  their  Circumstances,  but  he  should  soon  see  them  again,  and 
fresh  People  with  them. 

Lake  George,  12">  Sep',  175& 

Present : 

General  Johnson, 

Peter  Wraxall,  Scc'y  for  Indian  Affairs, 

William  Printup,  Interpreter, 

Sachems  of  the  lower  Mohawk  Castle  &  Oneida. 

Brother, 

We  beared  your  Reply  of  Yesterday,  &  we  assure  you  our  going 
home  is  not  owing  any  Coldness  of  Heart,  or  the  least  dread  of  our 
Enemy,  it  is  our  constant  Custom  after  an  Engagement  in  which  we 
have  any  Loss,  to  return  home  for  a  little  while,  and  Cheaf  our 
People,  and  then  return  with  fresh  Vigour  and  attack  our  Enemies, 
&  you  may  be  assured  Brother  this  is  our  present  Intention. 

We  must  intreat  of  you  and  earnestly  beg,  that  the  Coghnawa- 
gaes may  never  be  again  permitted  to  come  and  Trade  at  Albany  or 
Oswego,  or  looked  upon  as  our  Friends,  they  have  behaved  treach- 
erously, and  we  are  determined  no  longer  to  look  on  them  as  our 
Brethren.  Our  Indignation  does,  and-  will  daily  increase  against 
them.  We  hope  yon  may  not  make  a  sudden  Peace  with  the  French, 
ts  was  done  last  War,  and  leave  us  in  the  Lurch  and  disappointed 
of  venting  our  resentments  npon  our  Enemies. 
Vol.  n.— 18 
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Wb  hope  yon  will  stand  to  jonr  EngagementSi  and  penevere  in 
your  designs. 

GiiYO  a  larpe  Belt 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Original  Minutes  1 
Exam^  by  me,  Peter  WrazaU|  Sec'y  > 
for  Indian  Affairs.  j 

Indorsed, 

Copy  Conference  with  the  Indians  at  Lake  George^  Sep'  lltfa^ 
1755. 


Col.  Dunbar  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Philada,  Sep'  12**,  1765. 

Sir: 

As  you  informed  me  you  had  at  the  request  of  Gen'  Braddock, 
Provided  a  number  of  Beeves  and  other  Provisions  for  the  use  of 
the  troops  then  under  his  Command,  and  M'.  Leake,  the  Comessary 
of  the  stores,  having  represeoted  to  me  that  he  has  no  Cattle  fit  to 
kill  now  remaining  of  those  he  brought  with  him  to  this  place,  I 
must  therefore  desire  you  will  order  one  hundred  &  seven  of  those 
Beeves  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Leak,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  now 
imder  my  Command,  who  thinks  that  Number  will  be  Sufficient  for 
the  present,  and  will  pass  his  receipt  for  them. 

THO.  DUNBAR. 
To  the  Hon»i« 

Gov.  Morris. 

Indorud^ 

Col.  Dunbar,  Sep'  12th,  1755. 


V 


Col.  Dunbar  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

PhUad*,  Sep'  the  12%  1755. 
Sir— 

The  Cattle  M'.  Leak  has,  he  tells  me  are  so  low  in  flesh  by  tn- 
veiling,  that  they  are  not  fitt  to  be  Issued  to  the  Troops,  and  those 
you  had  bought  by  General  Braddock's  desire,  are  in  good  order,  he 
thinks  it  for  ye  good  of  the  Troops  and  better  management,  to  kill 
of  those  under  your  direction  for  present  use;  if  you  pleas  to  order 
them  to  be  delivered  him,  he  will  give  you  his  rece^,  as  be  is  sp* 
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pointed  hj  His  Majesty  Comissary  of  Stores  and  Provisions.    I  im- 
agin  his  reoe'  will  be  proper  and  Sufficient    I  am^ 

Sir,     , 

Your  most  humble  atod  most 

Obedient,  Servant,    •* 

THO.  DUNBAR. 
Gov'r  Morris. 

Indoned. — Col.  Dunbar.     Sep.  12th,  1755. 


James  Stbyekson  to  Richard  Peters,  1755. 

Sir: 

After  I  sent  away  mine  of  the  13th,  I  heard  that  Mr.  Clans  was 
come  to  Town.  Ho  delivered  the  iDclosed  to  me  Yesterday,  which 
1  suppose  will  give  you  a  particular  Acco'^  of  the  late  Engagement. 
As  he  is  busy  with  the  Indians  that  are  come  from  the  Camp,  and  I 
believe  going  to  Canagohare  w^  them,  I  have  heard  nothing  further 
from  him  than  I  wrote  to  you. 

Divine  Providence  has  been  propitious  to  our  Army.  Sundry 
little  Incidents  happened  which  gave  time  to  our  Army  to  gett  in 
Readiness :  by  all  Acco^*"  they  were  very  unprepared ;  Their  Cannon 
all  Pointed  toward  the  lake,  no  kind  of  an  Entrenchment  made.  But 
"what  trees  they  cutt  down  and  laid  Loggs  upon  one  another,  while 
they  heard  the  party  retreating,  and  they  had  not  time  to  surround 
the  whole  even'  in  that  slight  Manner.  A  Qentleman  told  me  this 
morning  that  when  the  French  Grenadiers  maroh'd  up  so  boldly,  he 
expected  no  less  than  they  would  enter  the  Camp.  The  French 
.General  still  complains  that  the  Canadians  &  Indians  deserted  him, 
nay,  he  says  betrayed  him;  But  had  they  taken  their  first  Rout 
directly  to  the  Camp,  in  all  probability  our  People  would  have  been 
taken  on  a  Surprise.  It  is  very  Unacountable  they  should  continue 
Unintrenched  a  fortnight  in  an  Enemy's  Country. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Servant. 

JA.  STEVENSON. 

P.  S.-^I  hope  you  will  keep  those  hints  till  you  hear  further- 
Success  covers  all  Mistakes. 

jDiVectedf.— To  Richard  Peters,  Esq',  Philadelphia. 

7nc/orsee?.— James  Stephenson,  Sept.  15, 1755.  Rec'd  ye  20  Sept. 
by  the  Post. 

Rec'd  18  th  Sept.  1755,  and  forwarded  by  S'  y*  most  humble  Serv^, 

Livingston  &  Alexandsb. 


I 
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Lt,  Gov,  Phips  to  Gov.  Morbis,  1755. 

Boston^  15  Sep.  1755. 
Sir: 

I  should  have  transmitted  to  yoa  the  inclosed  Vote  of  the  Assem- 
bly of  this  ProTince  soon  after  it  passed,  if  I  had  not  been  informed 
that  in  your  Government  there  was  no  restraint  laid  upon  any  Ves- 
sels exporting  provisions,  provided  the  master  would  Swear  they 
were  not  intended  to  supply  the  French.  I  have  since  been  informed 
that  a  number  of  Vesseb,  bound  to  this  Province  are  stopped  at 
Philadelphia.  I  must  intreat  your  Honour  that  the  restraint  may 
be  taken  off,  &  that  any  Vessels  bound  hither  may  be  suffered  to 
jsail  upon  giving  security  to  land  their  provisions  in  this  Province, 
otherwise  not  only  the  Inhabitants  in  general  may  be  put  to  incon- 
venience, but  the  attempts  making  against  the  Enemy,  which  it  is 
the  design  of  the  restraint  to  promote,  may  bo  greatly  impeded. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed*, 

humble  Servants, 

P.  PHIPS  * 

The  Hon""  Gov'  Morris. 

ImJorsed, — Lieu*  Gov'  Phips  Inclosing  ye  Vote  of  the  Assemblyi 
requesting  the  Embargo  may  be  taken  off. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Dunbar,  1755. 

PhOad-,  Sep'  17th,  1765. 
Sir: 

I  wrote  you  some  time  ago,  with  Mr.  Benzill's  recruiting  accounts, 
for  your  own  &  the  late  S'  Peter  Halket's  regiments,  requesting  you 
would  enable  me  to  discharge  them.  But  he  informs  me  that  some 
difficulties  still  remain ;  that  he  has  received  no  money,  and  that  he 
is  very  much  distressed  for  want  of  it;  and  as  He  was  employed  by 
me,  he  Expects  that  I  will  Comply  with  the  promises  I  made  him 
upon  the  occasion,  which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  do.  My  Ignorance 
of  military  matters  is  such,  that  I  am  uncertain  whether  an  applica- 
tion to  you  upon  this  head  was  proper  or  not,  and  if  I  have  been 
mistaken,  you  will  Excuse  me.  I  Have  the  King's  orders.  Signified 
by  ye  Secretary  pf  State,  for  raising  men  for  the  two  British  regi- 
ments, and  Gen*  Braddock's  directions  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  I 
should  raise  them,  and  being  thus  warranted,  I  cannot  doubt  but 

♦  See  Colon.  Roc.  Vol.  VI.  p.  616. 
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the  Ezpences  attendiog  that  service  will  be  punctnallj  paid  by  tbe 
Government.  But  as  the  6en>  to  vbom  his  Majesty  directed  me  to 
apply  for  money  for  that  service  is  dead,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  draw 
bills  upon  the  treasury  for  the  money  I  have  Expended,  in  pnrsnance 
of  the  King's  general  orders  and  Mr.  Braddock's  particular  request, 
unless  you  think  it  proper  to  supply  the  money  I  have  advanced 
upon  this  occasion ;  and  in  case  you  do  not,  I  must  desire  your  cer- 
tificate as  to  the  number  of  men  You  have  received  from  Mr  3enzil, 
which  I  shall  remit  to  the  treasury,  with  ooppys  of  the  Oen^  letters 
to  mo  as  Vouchers  for  my  Draughts. 

Indorsed, -^D^t  to  Col*  Dunbar. 


Minutes  of  a  Council  of  Var  at  Oswego,  1755, 

At  a  Council  of  Warr,  held  at  the  Camp  at  Oswego,  on  Lake  On« 
tario,  September  18%  1755. 

His  Excellency  WILLIAM  SHIRLEY,  Esq'.,  Major  General  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  all  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  North  Amo* 
rica. 

LiEUT;  Col   Ellison, 
Lieut.  Col.  Merger, 
Major  Littlehaleb, 
Major  Bradstreet,  Adjutant  General. 
Col.  Schuyler, 
Capt'n  Pattin, 
Capt'n  Barford, 

Capt'n  Broadley,  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Yes- 
sells  on  Lake  Ontario. 

William  Alexander,  Secretary,  who  was  duly  sworn  to  the  faith* 
full  Execution  of  his  Office. 

Hb  Excellency  acquainted  the  Council,  that  through  the  great 
Desertion  of  Battoe-men,  and  Scarcity  of  Waggons  on  tbe  Mo« 
hawk's  River,  and  the  Desertion  of  Slaymen  on  the  Great  Carry- 
ing Place  at  Oneida,  the  bringing  up  of  Provisions  and  other  Stores 
to  this  Place  had  been  so  much  retarded,  that  there  has  not  been, 
al  any  time  since  his  Arrival,  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  dry  Provbions 
here  to  enable  him  to  proceed  upon  the  Expedition  under  his  Com- 
mand ;  Tliat  now  as  a  Number  of  Battoes  is  hourly  Exnected,  with 
a  great  Quantity  of  the  Species  of  Provisions  wanted,  he  has  con- 
vened them  in  Council,  to  let  them  know  his  Intention  of  going  im« 
mediately  upon  Action,  and  to  ask  their  Opinions  and  Advice  on 
several  points  relative  to  the  Service,  and  in  Order  thereto,  should 
inform  them  of  the  Intelligence,  he  had  procured  of  the  Situation 
and  Strength  of  the  Enemy. 
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His  Excellency  then  acquainted  the  Council,  that  before  he  left 
the  Great  Carrying  Place  at  Oneida,  he  employ'd  two  trusty  intel- 
ligent Indians,  and  two  Albany  Traders  to  go  to  Niagara,  &  bring 
him  from  thence  an  Account  of  the  Strength  ft  Designs  of  the 
French ;  That  they  retum'd  about  fourteen  Days  ago,  with  the  fol- 
lowing Account,  viz^.,  the  Indians,  who  went  into  the  French  Fort, 
and  continued  two  Days  there,  report  that  their  Works,  w^  consist- 
ed part  of  Stone,  but  chiefly  of  Logs,  are  very  weak  and  in  minoas 
Condition  f  That  their  Garrison  then  consisted  of  about  sixty 
French,  and  that  they  had  upwards  of  an  hundred  Indians  about 
the  Fort  (chiefly  Piarondacks ;)  That  the  French  told  them  they 
had,  for  some  time,  expected  900  Indians  from  Canada,  and  a  largo 
Quantity  of  Stores,  &  were  under  some  Concern  least  the  Vessels 
that  were  to  have  brought  them  should  be  taken  by  one  of  the  Eng- 
lish Yessells,  they  havmg  heard  nothing  of  them  for  some  Weeks ; 
That  they  had  frequent  Letters  from  Fort  du  Quesne,  and  expected 
every  Day  the  Arrival  of  Troops  and  Indians  from  thence ;  that  they 
told  them,, they  had  never  been  in  so  sharp  a  Fight  as  the  Engage- 
ment with  the  English,  and  that  thirty  of  their  Party  were  kill'd  in 
it :  The  Indian  Spies  added,  that  the  French  Indians  were  much 
disgusted  at  the  Treatment  they  had  received  from  the  French  in  the 
Division  of  the  Spoils,  &  at  their  Behaviour  during  the  Action,  & 
were  most  of  them  returning  to  their  Castles  ;  that  they  saw  there 
many  English  Scalps,  &  much  Cloaths  and  Furniture  in  particular, 
one  very  rich  Saddle,  all  which,  they  understood,  had  been  taken 
from  the  English  at  Monongahela  ]  and  that  the  French  had  at  Nia- 
gara seventy  or  eighty  very  large  Bat  toes,  with  which  they  told 
them  they  intended  to  meet  the  English  Vessels  ft  board  them, 
which  last  Circumstance,  His  Excellency  observed  to  the  Council, 
was  confirm'd  by  another  Indian  who  lately  came  from  Niagara,  and 
upon  meeting  one  of  our  Row  Gallies  upon  the  Lake,  cauUon'd  Cap- 
tain Ayscough,  the  Commander  of  it^  against  proceeding  further; 
for  that  Reason. 

His  Excellency  also  informed  the  Council,  that  one  of  the  Indian 
Spies,  who,  since  his  leaving  Niagara,  hath  been  w*^  the  Ontawawa 
Indians,  which  had  assisted  the  French  in  the  Action  at  Mononga- 
hela, told  him,  that  those  Indians  had  declared  their  Readiness  to 
him  to  lay  down  the  Hatchet  ag**  the  English,  as  were  also  others 
of  the  Western  Indians ;  whereupon,  His  Excellency  hath  sent  two 
Indians  and  two  Albany  Traders  to  them  with  Belts  of  Wampam, 
to  invite  them  to  enter  into  an  Alliance  with  the  English,  or  at  least 
into  a  State  of  Neutrality  between  them  and  the  French. 

His  Excellency  further  acquainted  the  Council,  that  upon  his  A^ 
rival  at  this  Place,  he  sent  a  Party  of  the  Albany  men  &  two  Indians 
to  Fort  Frontenac,  upon  the  North  East  Edge  of  Lake  Ontario,  to 
procure  Intelligence  of  the  Situation  and  Strength  of  that  Fort,  as 
also  of  what  Number  of  Forces  were  enoamp'd  about  it }  that  they 
retum'd  about  ten  days  ago  with  the  following  Account;  vis*.;  That 
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tbey  landed  upon  an  Island  abont  three  qoartera  of  a  Mile  distant 
from  the  Fort,  From  whence  they  had  a  full  View  of  it,  and  of  the 
Land  behind  it,  which  was  clear'd  of  Trees,  and  rises  with  a  grad- 
ual Ascent ;  That  the  Fort  stands  a  little  way  up  a  Bay,  at  a  few 
Yards  distance  from  the  Water,  and  appears  to  (^e  something  bigger 
than  the  Fort  at  Oswego,  ft  is  snrronnded  w^  a  Stone  Wall;  that 
they  had  likewise  a  distinct  View  of  two  Vessells  of  about  40  Tons 
each,  w^^  lay  moor'd  in  the  Harbour^near  the  Fort,  and  appeared  to 
them  to  have  Guns  mounted,  &  to  be  unrigged ;  Also,  that  they  had 
a  distinct  View  of  a  Regular  Encampment  at  the  East  End  of  the 
Fort,  in  which  they  counted  six  large  Marquis  Tents ;  and  that  they 
jude'd  from  the  Extent  of  it  that  it  might  contain"  three  or  four  hun- 
dred men ;  That  upon  the  Side  of  the  Bay  opposite  the  Fort  there 
is  a  point  of  Land  aoout  half  a  Mile's  distance  from  it ;  That  between 
this  'Point  and  the  Island,  where  they  landed,  there  is  a  small  Isl- 
and (said  to  be  inhabited  by  about  twenty  Indian  Families,)  situated 
within  about  three  quarters  of  a  Mile's  distance  of  the  Fort ;  That 
they  think  there  is  deep  Water  between  these  Islands  and  the  main 
lisnd,  and  that  on  the  back  of  the  two  Islands  ft  point  of  Land  there 
are  two  others  at  about  a  Mile  &  half  distance,  ft  others  adjacent; 
and  upon  being  ask'd  if  they  could  discover  a  dumber  of  Battocs 
^ear  the  Fort,  they  auswer'd  they  could  discover  none. 

His  Excellency  also  acquainted  the  Council,  that  an  Indian,  who 
came  here  soon  after  his  Arrival,  ft  who  had  left  FortFrontenac  nine 
Days  before,  informed  him  that  when  he  left  it  the  French  had 
about  30  Men  within  the  Fort,  ft  600  Soldiers  in  Tents  without  it ; 
That  he  saw  a  great  Number  of  Barrels  of  Powder  within  it,  ft  that 
the  Stone  Wall  w^  surrounds  it  was  about  six  feet  thick,  ft  that  it 
was  mounted  with  a  great  many  Guns,  large  ft  small;  That  an 
Onondaga  Indian  now  in  the  Camp,  call'd  'R&i  Head,  who  says  he 
left  Fort  Frontenac  about  five  Weeks  ago,  has  informed  his  Ex- 
cellency that  the  Walls  of  Fort  Frontenac  were  built  with  Stone  and 
about  six  feet  thick ;  that  the  Fort  is  a  weak  one,  that  it  had  two 
Sncampments  about  it,  one  of  Canadians,  w*^  is  in  View  of  the  Isl- 
land,  on  w^  the  said  Party  had  landed,  and  another  of  Regular 
Troops  from  France,  w^  is  in  a  hallow  on  the  other  Side  of  the 
Fort,  ft  not  in  View  of  the  Island ;  that  the  French  told  him 
they  expected  soon  from  Canada  a  much  larger  Number  of  Troops, 
with  an  Officer  they  call'd  the  General,  which  were  lately  arri- 
ved from  France,  and  that  the  Commandant  of  the  Fort  told  him 
that  then  they  should  make  the  English  a  Visit  at  Oswego  and 
attack  it. 

His  Excellency  further  informed  the  Council,  that  Major  General 
Johnson,  in  a  Letter  dated  1**  September  from  the  Camp  at  the 
Ijake,  lately  calFd  Lake  Sacrement,  now  nam'd  Lake  George,  says, 
that  some  of  the  Indians,  whom  he  had  sent  for  Intelligence  to  Ca- 
nada, ft  were  returned  from  thence,  informed  him  that  the  French 
told  them  there  were  300  Canoes  gone  to  Cadaraqui. 
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Thfti  Hifl  Ezoellencj,  upon  laying  this  Intelligence,  and  tbe  Aoo* 
of  the  Arrival  of  Troops  from  France  this  Summer  together,  &  upon 
considering  these  Circumstances  in  particular,  that  ail  Intercourse 
between  Frontenac  &  Niagara  seems  to  have  been  suspended  for 
some  time,  &  that  the  French  have  laj'd  still  so  long  at  the  former 
of  those  Places,  it  appears  not  improbable  to  him  that  their  Design 
may  be,  in  case  the  whole  Forces  here,  or  much  the  greater  part  of 
them  should  be  employ'd  in  an  Attempt  against  Niagara  (which, 
from  its  Distance  of  150  Miles,  and  the  advanc'd  Season  of  the 
year  may  possibly  take  up  thirty  Days,  or  perhaps  more  in  the 
Execution)  to  make  a  Descent  in  the  mean  time  upon  Oswego  from 
Fort  Frontenac,  w"^  is  computed  at  not  above  50  Miles  distance  from 
it :  That  what  makes  this  more  probable  is  the  great  Importance  of 
w*^^  Oswego  is  to  the  securing  the  back  parts  of  his  Majesty's  West- 
em  Colonies  on  this  Continent,  and  for  maintaining  the  Dominion 
over  the  Great  Lakes,  &  th^  Country  behind  the  Apalachian  Moun- 
tains ag"^  the  French,  &  the  present  ezpos'd  State  this  Place  would 
be  in,  unless  a  Strong  Gturrison  shall  be  left  to  protect  it ;  That  the 
Number  of  Eflfectives  upon  the  Spot  fit  for  immediate  Duty,  in  the 
three  Regiments  &  Independent  Company,  including  Serjeants  & 
Corporals,  amount  to  1376  men;  That  besides  these  Troops  the 
Number-  of.  Irregulars,  consisting  of  Albany  Men  &  Indians,  which 
attend  the  Army,  amount  to  about  120  Men. 

His  Excellency  also  informed  the  Council,  that  for  securing  the 
Fort  at  this  Place  ag^  any  Sudden  Attack,  from  the  Eminence  w^ 
commands  it  upon  the  opposite  point  on  the  East  side  of  the  River,  he 
had  Ordered  a  Strong  Wooden  Fort,  surrounded  with  Picketts  &  a 
Ditch,  &  to  be  mounted  with  Cannon,  to  be  built  there  with  all  possible 
Speed,  and  that  the  same  was  begun,  and  the  Ground  on  which  it 
is  to  be  erected  will  be  soon  pickettcd  in,  &  the  whole  building  fin- 
ished in  about  four  Weeks ;  and  that  he  had  caus'd  a  Sloop  &  a 
Schooner  of  60  Tons  each,  &  two  Row  Gallies  of  20  Tons  each,  all 
^quipp'd  in  a  Warlike  manner,  together  with  eight  Whale  Boats, 
capable  of  holding  12  or  sixteen  men  each,  to  be  Duilt. 

His  Excellency  then  acquainted  the  Council,  that  he  proposed,  as 
soon  as  a  Sufficient  Quantity  of  Provisions  should  arrive,  to  proceed 
upon  the  intended  Attempt  for  the  Reduction  of  the  French  Fort 
and  Settlements  at  Niagara,  with  such  a  Number  of  the  Troops  now 
upon  the  Spot,  such  of  the  aforesaid  Yessells  &  Whale  Boats,  &  such 
a  Train  of  Artillery,  as  can  be  spar'd  for  that  Service,  leaving  a 
sufficient  Force  for  the  Protection  of  thb  Fort  ag*^  any  Sudden  At^ 
tack,  which  may  probably  be  made  upon  it  by  the  French  from  Fort 
Frontenac  in  his  Absence. 

That  His  Excellency  proposes  to  take  with  him  on  the  aforesaid 
Attempt  600  Regulars,  including  Gunners  &  Matrosses,  besides  the 
Albany  Men  and  Indians,  &  a  Train  of  Artillery,  consisting  of  one 
Cannon  carrying  an  eighteen  pound  Shott,  and  four  twelve  pound- 
erS;  one  ten  inch  Mortar,  one  seven  inch  Hoyett,  two  Boyalsj  &  five 
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mnall  Swivel  Hojets,  with  the  four  Vessells  before  xnention'd|  the 
Whale  Boats,  and  a  saitable  number  of  Battoes;  and  that  then  the 
Force  remainiog  for  the  Defence  of  this  Place  will  be  about  700 
Effective  men,  two  Cannon  of  twelve  pounders,  four  nine  pounders, 
ten  six  pounders,  six  three  pounders,  and  eight  Gohoms. 

His  Excellency  then  desir'd  the  Opinion  &  Advice  of  the  Mem- 
bers  of  this  Council  on  the  following  points,  vis^ 

First.  Whether  thej  were  of  Opinion  Uiat  the  Force  proposed 
for  the  intended  Attempt  against  Niagara  was  a  sufficient  one,  or 
what  other  theyjudg'd  to  be  so  ? 

Secondly.  Whether  they  judge  the  Force  proposed  to  be  left 
here,  together  with  the  New  Fort  building  on  the  opposite  point, 
to  be  sufficient  for  the  Defence  of  this  Place  against  any  probable 
Attempt  from  Fort  Frontenac,  during  His  Excellency's  Absence  on 
the  above  Service  ? 

Thirdly.  Whether  they  thihk  it  will  not  be  expedient  to  make  a 
Feint  at  the  same  time  at  Gadaraqui,  or  a  Heal  atteippt  to  burn  the 
French  Vessells  there  ? 

Fourthly.  Whether  they  think  it  necessary  to  build  another  Fort 
or  Redoubt  on  the  West  Side  of  this  Fort,  on  the  Rising  Ground, 
which  commands  it  ? 

Fifthly.  Whether  it  will  not  be  advisable  for  his  Majesty's  Seiv 
Tice,  to  prepare  materials  here  this  Winter,  and  build,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  one  or  more  Vessells  of  a  larger  Size  than  the  largest  of 
those  already  built,  and  capable  of  mounting  ten  six  pounders, 
besides  Swivels,  &  also  two  more  Row  Galleys,  and  100  more  good 
Whale  Boats  ? 

Every  thing  herein  propos'd  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  except 
the  feint  at  Cadaraqui,  w'^  was  not  agreed  to,  I  will  send  the  Min- 
utes of  the  last  Council  when  it  is  wrote  out,  &  the  Plan  talk'd  of  so 
long  ago  by  the  Oppor^^r. 

Oct'  It,  1755.  J.  S. 

Indorsed. 
Copy. — Minutes  of  a  Council  of  Warr,  held  at  the  Camp  at  Os- 
wego. Sep'  18%  1755. 


Extract  from  Major  General  Shirlet's  Letter  to 

Col.  Thomas  Dunbar. 

Dated  from  the  Camp  at  Oswego^  Sep.  10, 1755. 

^'  Upon  the  Advices  I  have  received  since  my  la?t  to  you,  from 
''  Gentlemen  of  the  greatest  Zeal  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  as  well 
"  as  the  best  Judges  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  other  Western  Colo- 
"  nies,  I  am  convinced  that  the  Inlisting  of  Apprentices  and  In- 
«  dented  Servants  there,  will  greatly  disserve  his  Interest|  as  well  r 

18* 
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<'  be,  in  most  Gases,  grievous  to  the  Subject }  and  wonid  therefore 
"  recommend  it  to  you  in  the  Strongest  Manner  to  avoid  doing  it 
<'  It  is  what  I  have  observ'd  most  strictly  in  recruiting  for  my  own 
''  Regiment,  not  only  within  my  own  Government,  bat  in  idl  the 
*'  other  Colonies,  where  my  officers  have  been  sent  upon  that  Service. 
**  And  I  desire  you  will  order  the  Officers  of  your  own  and  the  late 
''  Sir  Peter  Halket's  Regiments,  as  also  those  of  the  Independent 
<'  Companies,  to  do  the  Sune  in  their  Recruiting.'' 

Indorsed, 

Extract  of  Oen.  Shirley's  letter  to  Col.  *Dnnbar.     Sep«.  19th, 
1755. 


Sec'T  J,   POWNALL  TO   GoV,  MORRIS,   FOR  STATISTICS, 

1755. 

Whitehall,  Sept'  y  19%  1755. 
Sir, 

It  being  of  the  greatest  Importance  that  His  Majesty  should  in 
the  present  Situation  of  Affairs,  be  truly  and  exactly  iuformed  of 
the  real  State  of  Defence  of -all  His  Colonies  in  America,  as  well  in 
relation  to  the  Ordnance  and  Stores  of  War  which  are  in  each  Colony 
respective! V,  as  to  the  Forts  and  Fortifications,  and  the  Number  of 
their  Inhaoitants;  I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  for 
Trade  and  Plantations,  to  desire  you  will  with  all  possible  Dispatch 
prepare  and  transmit  to  their  Lordships,  to  be  laid  before  His  Ma- 
jesty, an  exact  and  particular  Account  thereof,  with  respect  to  the 
Colony  under  your  Government,  in  which  yon  are  to  express  the 
present  actual  State  and  Quantity  of  the  Canon,  small  Arms,  Amu* 
nition  and  other  Ordnance,  and  Military  Stores  belonging  to  the 
said  Colony,  either  in  the  publick  Magazines,  or  in  the  Possession  of 
the  Militia  or  other  private  Persons,  together  with  the  true  State  of 
all  Places  either  alreadv  fortified,  or  which  you  judse  further  neces- 
sary to  be  fortified,  with  your  opinion  at  large,  in  what  manner  His 
Majesty  may  further  contribute  to  the  Security  and  Defence  of  the 
said  Colony,  and  also  as  exact  an  Account  as  you  can  obtain  of  the 
real  Number  of  Inhabitants,  Whites  and  Blacks  j  how  many  of  the 
former  were  able  to  bear  Arms;  of  what  Number  the  Militia  is  com- 
posed, and  how  armed,  mustered  and  trained. 
I  am,         Sir, 

Your  most  obedient. 

Humt)le  Servant, 

JOHN  POWNALL. 

Scc'y. 
Bobert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq', 

U  Gov  of  Pennsylvania. 
Indorsed, — John  PownalL     19  Sept',  1755. 

•  See  Letter  T.  Penn,  p.  420. 
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Thomas  Pbnn  to  Goyebnor  Mobbis* 

DUPLIOATB. 

Sir, 

SiDoe  I  wfote  yon  last,  we  have  received  an  accomit  fromYirgiDia 
that  General  Braddock  had  fallen  into  an  amboflcade,  and  was  de* 
feaftedy  himself  and  many  Officers  killed,  and  six  hundred  private 
men  killed  and  wounded,  but  we  have  no  Letters  fmm  Col.  Punbar. 
or  account  to  what  place  he  is  retired;  this  News  gives  us  great  pain 
for  our  back  Inhabitants,  especially  as  it  was  reported  the  Col.  in- 
tended to  march  to  Philadelphia  immediately,  for  Winter  Quarters. 
I  am  indeed  under  apprehensions  that  you  and  my  Nephew  may  be 
in  great  danger,  as  you  were  so  fiir  to  the  Westward  as  Shippens- 
burgh,  but  a  few  Days  after  the  Action ;  the  Letters  are  dated  from 
Wills's  Creek,  the  latter  end  of  July,  about  sixteen  Days  after  the 
.Action,  when  they  do  not  say  Col.  Dunbar  was  returned  thither. 

We  are  very  much  pleased  with  your  Journey  to  Shippensburgh, 
and  hope  it  has  prevented  such  a  pannick  seizing  the  people,  as  to 
cause -them  to  leave  their  Plantations  in  the  Settled  part  of  the 
Country,  where  a  number  fit  to  make  a  stand  could  be  sot  together ; 
I  immediately  sent  an  extract  of  your  Letter  of  the  8th  of  July,  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  who  is  well  satisfied  with  your  proceedings. 
The  making  a  Road  will  now  be  deferred,  as  I  suppose  Col.  Dunbar 
does  not  intend  to  attempt  an  attack,  if  he  should  have  saved  his 
Cannon,  which  we  rather  think  he  left  behind  him.    The  behaviour 
of  our  Assembly  in  refusing  to  enable  you  to  make  Provision  for  the 
guarding  Convoys  to  the  TLoad  Cutters,  and  for  the  Security  of  our 
Frontiers,  which  now  becomes  much  more  necessary  than  vou  thought 
it  at  the  time  you  sent  your  Message  to  the  House,  deserves  the 
highest  censure  y  and  if  Mr.  Dunbar  is  retired  without  leaving  a 
Guard  at  the  Pass,  or  in  proper  places  for  the  Security  of  our  Fron« 
tiers,  you  should  again  press  the  Assembly  to  pass  a  Militia  Law, 
and  provide  Arms  for  the  defence  of  their  Country,  and  if  they  delay 
doing  it,  send  a  Bill  to  them  for  that  purpose,  drawn  in  as  easy  a 
manner  t\>  the  People  as  you  can  form  it,  without  giving  up  any  part 
of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  delegated  to  us.     This,  whatever  the 
€vent  of  it  is,  will  be  of  use,  and  if  they  should  refuse  such  a  Bill, 
make  it  still  more  plain,  that  the  Country  will  never  be  put  into  a 
eondition  of  defence,  while  Persons  principled  against  it  are  admitted 
into  the  Legislature. 

Your  dispersing  the  accounts  from  Nova  Scotia  in  the  back  part 
of  the  Country,  was  very  proper,  and  I  hope  may  have  a  good  effect 
on  the  minds  of  our  Indians,  as  well  as  our  own  people,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  former  on  Braddock's  defeat,  from  deserting  us.  In  the 
accounts  I  have  seen  of  the  late  action,  nothing  is  said  of  our  Indians 
which  you  wrote  me  Braddock  had  engaged  to  go  with  him,  I  hope 
we  shall  soon  have  a  very  particular  account  of  that  affiur^  which  <^ 
much  perplexes  us. 


1 
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I  haye  reoeived  tbe  two  Bills  whiob  yon  have  refused,  but  think 
your  observation  tbat  they  did  not  want  confidence  in  yon,  while 
they  had  hopes  yon  would  consent  to  continue  the  power  over  the 
Publick  Money  in  their  bands,  not  well  founded,  as  they  appointed 
Persons  to  lay  out  tbe  Money  before  they  saw  your  amendment  to 
the  Bill ;  that  amendment  we  much  approve,  and  like  it  better  than 
if  it  was  in  the  words  of  our  instruction,  which  tho'  it  means  the 
same  thing,  yet  mentioning  ours  or  the  Lieutenant  Governor's  eon- 
sent,  has  a  more  ungracious  sound  accompanying  it  to  the  common 
people. 

I  think  with  you,  that  Mr.  Franklin's  having  signed  that  vile  Be* 
port  upon  our  answer  to  the  Address  of  the  Assembly,  and  printed 
the  Secretary  of  States'  Letter  contrary  to  your  order,  shews  plainly 
be  is  not  to  be  depended  upon  to  assist  in  promoting  the  Publick 
*  Service,  in  a  way  the  most  agreable  to  the  Government.  I  make  no 
doubt  he  differs  from  the  Qimkers  about  the  Militia  Law,  but  believe 
ho  has  no  great  desire  to  lessen  the  power  of  the  Assembly.  I  have 
mentioned  what  you  say  about  him  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  who 
told  me  Gkneral  Braddock  had  represented  him  as  haying  done  con* 
siderable  Services.'^ 

You  may  be  assured  I  shall  watch  every  opportunity  of  suggesting 
at  proper  times  what  appears  to  me  necessary  for  the  defence  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  other  Colonys,  and  if  we  should  enter  into  a 
War,  as  I  think  we  shall,  I  believe  the  assistance  of  Parliament  will 
be  desired  to  the  purpose  mentioned  in  your  Letter. 

I  believe  the  Board  of  Trade  has  ordered  some  account  of  the 
Golonys  to  be  drawn  up,  Mr.  Pownal  having  applyed  to  me  for  the 
number  of  People  in  Pennsylvania,  probably  in  order  to  fix  on  quotas 
of  Men  or  Money  in  case  of  a  War.f 

The  King  arrived  in  Town  Tuesday  Evening,  and  we  shall,  I  sup- 
pose, soon  be  able  to  form  some  more  certain  Judgement  what  wUl 
be  the  consequence  of  our  warlike  preparations.  The  French  having 
fortified  Dunkirk,  almost  as  compleatly  as  before  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  We  have  the  satisfaction  to  hear  the  King  of  Spain  does 
not  intend  to  join  France,  and  we  have  secured  in  case  of  a  Land 
War,  a  vpry  large  Army  of  Bussians  and  Germans,  so  that  we  seem 
prepared  for  the  worst  here.  A  large  Sum  of  Money  has  been  sent 
in  two  Ships  of  War  to  Virginia,  but  I  do  not  hear  yet  of  any  Offi- 
cers being  ordered  thither.  If  any  thing  further  occurs  proper  to 
communicate,  I  shall  write  you,  as  the  Ship  will  not  sail  those  three 
or  four  Days.    Lady  Juliana  thanks  you  for  your  compliments. 

I  am, 
Sir, 

Your  Yerj  affectionate  Friend, 

.    THO.  PENN. 

London, 

September  19th,  1755. 

*  See  page  418.  t  See  Colon.  Rcc,  Vol.  VT.,  827,  Ac. 
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'  I  slial  bj  Gap*.  Young  send  an  answer  to  your  Letter  of  the  let 
July. 

Indorsed, 
Mr.  Penn,  19th  Sept'r,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Admiral  Boscawbn,  1765. 

Sir : 

I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  23'  of  May,*  and  also  a  Letter 
from  Sir  Tho^  Robinson,  informing  me  of  your  being  appointed  to 
the  Command  of  his  Majesty's  Fleet  in  America.  I  have  the 
Honor,  Sir,  to  congratulate  you  thereup",  and  also  to  assure  you  of 
my  Intentions  to  concur  with  you  and  assist  in  every  measure  which 
may  prove  to  his  Majesty's  ^rvice  and  the  good  of  the  Colonies, 
and  I  cannot  but  have  the  most  sanguine  Hopes  of  success,  when  I 
consider  to  whom  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  intrust  the  Exe- 
cution of  all  Naval  operations  in  these  parts. 

If  Provision  or  Stores  of  any  kind  should  be  wanted  I  will  take 
the  earliest  Opportunities  of  having  them  supplied  upon  your  Appli- 
cation. 

I  sincerely  congratulate  you,  sir,  upon  the  Advantage  you  have  al- 
ready gained  over  the  French,  and  I  heartily  wish  and  expect  the. 
increase  of  them. 

I  am, 

Sir. 

I  inclose  you  the  Copies  of  the  Letters  relating  to  the  Affair*  of 
Mr.  Johnson. 

I  have  laid  an  Embargof  upon  all  Provisions  to  prevent  the  ]?rcnch 
from  receiving  any  supply. 

ijuforMd.— Sep'  19%  1755.    DO  to  Ad"^  Boscawen. 

*  See  p.  822.  f  See  Col.  Bee.  YI.,  p.  451. 
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Gov..  Morris  to  Gov,  Lawrence,  1755. 

Sep.  19«S  1755. 

Sir: 

I  coDgratalate  yon  with  the  greatest  Pleasare  upon  the  Saoceas 
of  his  Majesty's  Arms  in  your  Proyince,  and  upon  the  Honor  yon 
must  necessarily  derive,  from  the  great  Share  you  had  in  the  Plan 
of  Operation. 

The  Remains  of  the  two  Regiments,  lately  employed  to  the  West- 
ward, have  been  encamped  near  this  Town  about  three  weeks,  un- 
der the  Command  of  Coll.  Dnnbarr,  who,  I  believe,  proposee  soon 
to  march  to  New  York,  on  his  way  to  Albany. 

I  give  you  joy,  sir,  of  the  advantage  lately  gained  over  the  French 
by  Mr.  Johnson,  and  I  flatter  myself  it  may  be  of  great  Service  in 
Respect  to  the  Indian  Affairs,  which  are  certainly  of  the  greatest 
Consequence  in  all  Expeditions  upon  this  Continent. 

Indoned.^^SejF  W\  1755.    Dft.  to  Gov'  Lawrence. 


Gov.  Dinwiddib  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Virg*,  Williamsburg,  Sept'  20*>»,  1755. 
Sir: 

I  received  Tour  Fav*  of  the  20**  ult».  I  am  really  very  sorry, 
&  surprised  at  thd  unmannerly  Message  sent  Ton  by  the  Assembly. 
Surely  if  Differences  subsist  between  you  and  them,  good  manners 
is  duo  you  as  the  supreme  Magistrate. 

At  same  Time  I  am  sorry  Your  Instructions  prevented  Your  ac- 
cepting of  their  Vote  for  50,000 ;  with  that  money  &  what  we  have 
raised  here,  wou'd  have  made  a  good  Figure  in  prosecuting  the  Plan 
I  wrote  You  the  29**  of  July ;  but  as  your  Assembly  appear  obsti- 
nate in  not  doing  what  is  their  Duty  at  this  Period,  I  must  leave  off 
any  thoughts  of  it  at  this  Time. 

After  the  Defeat  of  our-  Forces,  if  Col*  Dunbar*  had  entrencVd 
himself,  built  a  Fort  &  sent  into  the  Qovemon  for  Reinforcements, 
he  wou'd  have  prevented  the  French,  &c.,  going  to  Niagara  from  the 
Ohio,  &  at  the  same  Time  facilitating  the  Operations  of  the  next 
Campaign.  Instead  of  this,  his  great  inclinations  of  going  to  Yoor 
City,  he  left  our  Frontiers,  ezpos'd  to  the  Insults  of  tne  Enemy  by 
carrying  with  him  the  whole  Regulars,  the  six  Pounders  &  Coehoms. 
If  be  had  made  another  Attempt  I  doubt  not  of  having  reinforo'd 
him  with  1000  men,  who  now  must  be  employed  all  the  Winter  in 
protecting  our  Frontiers,  &  to  be  in  readiness  for  next  Year. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  602. 
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I  have  not  omitted  writing  to  the  Ministry  the  nnacconntable 
Gondnot  of  Your  Assembly ;  the  Dangers  we  are  in  from  the  Ger* 
man  Roman  Catholics,  &  I  have  no  doabt  the  next  Sessions  they  ^ 
will  seriously  consider  of  it,  make  some  Alterat*  in  Your  Gonstita- 
tion. 

I  mnch  want  to  hear  of  Gen>  Shirley.  I  am  nnder  great  Conoem 
for  him,  as  no  donbt  they  have  collected  all  the  Forces  they  con'd  to 
Niagara,  as  I  hear  most  of  their  men  are  going  from  their  Fort  on 
Ohio  to  that  Place.  Pray  write  me  the  News  from  thence,  &  of 
Oen^  Johnson's  success  against  Crown  Point. 

I  wish  Yon  Health,  more  Ease  &  satisfaction  in  Your  Government 
than  I  conceive  You  now  enjoy,  &  am  with  great  Truth, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obed^  h'ble  Servant, 

ROBT.  DINWIDDIE. 

P.  S. — ^Pray  ^ve  my  Complim**  to  Gap*  Orme  if  with  Yon.  I 
have  not  heard  from  him  since  my  Express. 

I  give  You  the  trouble  of  the  endos'd  to  Gen>  Shirley,  which  I 
pray  the  Fav*  of  You  to  forw*  by  first  Opportunity,  as  I  know  not 
where  to  direct  to  him. 

Governor  Morris. 

Indaned.^-'^f^  20, 1755.    Gov'  Dinwiddle. 


Capt.  John  Shirlby  to  Gov.  Mokris,  1755. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  set  down  in  hopes  I  may  have  a  Minute  to  write  to  You  in. 
By  my  last  I  inform'd  You  that  we  were  going  to  Cadaraqui,  or 
Frontenac,  &  so  it  was  then  determin'd  by  the  General  in  his  own 
Mind ;  We  have  since  had  further  Intelligence  from  Niagara,  w^^  has 
alter'd  him,  &  it  was  Yesterday  detexmin'd  in  a  Council  of  Warr  to 
go  88  soon  as  possible  upon  the  Attack  of  the  last  mention'd  Place : 
The  Council  unanimously  agreed  to  every  thing  w*"^  was  proposed  by 
the  General ;  &  gave  it  as  their  Opinions,  that  600  Men,  including 
HatrosseSy  w'^  our  one  18  pound  &  4  12  pound  brass  Cannon,  1 
10  Inch  brass  Mortar,  1  7  Inch  Iron  Hoyet,  2  7  Inch  Iron  Royals, 
w^  five  Swivel  Hoyetts,  &c.,  is  a  sufficient  force  to  go  with  ag^  the 
fort  at  Niagara;  &  that  the  Troops  we  leave  behind,  w*'^  the  Nine, 
Six  &  four  pound  Cannon,  &c.,  will  be  sufficient  to  defend  this  Place 
ag^  any  Attack  w*^  will  probably  be  made  upon  it  from  Frontenaa 
xou  know  what  our  Naval  force  is  I  believe ;  The  two  large  Yessells 
are  abo'  70  Tons  burthen  each,  &  carry  each  of  'em  4  fine  4  pounders, 
ft  one  3  pound  Cannon  w*^  twelve  Swivels :  the  two  Bow  Gallies 
have  each  Seven  Swivels,  and  we  have  Seven  Whale  boats.    If  our 
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ProTisions  come  up  we  may  set  off  in  five  days.  This  day  fioialies 
all  our  Bread  &  flour  in  Store,  but  we  have  in  Sight  some  BattoeSi 
*  w'^  I  hope  will  deliver  a  large  Quantity  of  the  Articles  most  wanted ; 
&  as  both  Men  &  Officers  are  pick'd,  I  dare  say  we  shall  give  a  good 
Acc^  Qf  ourselves.  Col.  Ellison  stays  here ;  Col  Schuyler  &  Staats 
go  w^  us.  My  father  goes  in  the  Sloop ;  that  &  the  Schooner  carry 
our  Powder  Ordnance  £  some  Provisions,  &  we  are  to  put  as  many 
Men  into  them  &  the  Bow  Oallies  as  we  can :  we  shall  find  the  Whalo 
boats  of  vast  Service  to  us,  but  I  fear  what  Battoes  we  are  forc'd  to 
take  w^^  us  must  be  left  by  the  way,  if  they  are  not  overset,  for  the 
least  Puff  of  Wind  so  ruffles  this  Lake,  that  one  of  our  Battoes  can- 
not I  think  well  live  in  it;  some  say  this  will  oversett  oar  enterprise 
&  force  us  to  come  back,  but  t^is  I  am  far  from  believing  myself,  as 
I  am  sure  we  can  do  if  we  must  leave  'em,  by  sending  one  of  the 
Bow  Oallies  back  for  more  Provisions  after  we  may  have  landed  what 
she  first  carrys.  We  shall  add  to  our  600  Men  Seventy  or  eighty 
Indians  &  some  few  Albany  Men ;  many  of  the  latter  we  are  foro'd 
to  make  Battoemen  of  to  fetch  Provisions  hither  from  the  Oerman 
flatts;  Three  Whale  Boats,  w^  12  Men  each,  are  just  gone  to  look 
into  Frontenao  harbour,  &  if  we  have  Provisions  enough  we  shall 
sett  off  on  their  Return.  For  want  of  Provisions  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  leave  a  Garrison  this  Winter  at  Niagara  in  Case  we  succeed. 
We  must  knock  it  down  &  visit  it  early  in  the  Spring.  We  may  pos- 
sibly destroy  fort  Fronto,  on  the  other  Side  the  Lake,  in  our  way 
back,  and  perhaps  have  time  afterwards  to  burn  or  take  the  two 
French  Brigantines  in  Frontenao  Harbour.  All  I  am  uneasy  about 
is  our  Provisions.  Our  Men  have  been  upon  half  Allowance  of 
Bread  these  three  Weeks  past,  &  no  Rum  given  to  'em ;  We  have 
many  ill  of  fluxes,  &  some  of  the  dry  bellyache,  W^  the  Men  attribate 
to  drinking  Water  without  Rum,  but  that  is  not  the  Cause  of  it,  I 
am  sure,  for  we  have  more  Officers  in  proportion  ill  than  Men. 

We  have  receiv'd  the  News  of  Gen^  Johnson's  repulsing  the 
French  Party  who  attempted  to  force  his  Intrenchments.  I  con- 
gratulate You  upon  this  piece  of  Success,  but  surely  the  Victory 
would  have  been  much  more  compleat  if  Mr.  Johnson  had,  (upon 
the  Enemy's  fire  growing  slack  &  irregular,  as  he  observes  it  did,) 
sallied  from  behmd  his  Loggs  w^  his  Troops  &  Indians,  who  were  at 
that  time  warm  &  in  high  Spirits  &  follow'd  them. 

The  News  of  this  Defeat,  w*"**  we  have  made  as  much  of  as  possible, 
has  given  great  Spirits  to  our  Troops,  &  inspir'd  the  Indians  w*^  a 
Spiritt  of  Revenge,  w^^  will,  I  hope,  turn  much  to  our  Advanta^. 
Tbey,  w^  our  Troops,  had  been  considerably  dispirited  before  by 
fluxes,  &c.f  but  this  good  News,  w'^  the  Advice  of  Bread  &  Rum's 
being  near  us,  seems  to  have  reviv'd  'em  greatly.  My  father  yester- 
day caird  all  the  Indians  together  &  nfade  'em  a  Speech  on  the  Sub- 
ject of  Gen^  Johnson's  Engagem^  w<>^  he  calculated  to  inspire  them 
w*^  a  Spirit  of  Revenge,  &  it  had  the  desir'd  Effect,  for  at  night,  in 
f — i.: ,^jj  ^  Bullock  w***  he  order'd  'em  upon  the  Occasion^  they 


PENNSYLVANIA  AKCHIVES  1756.  425 

rotsted  in  their  wa^f  ft  oat  the  Gov'  of  Canada,  bad  a  grand  Warr 
dance,  &  ahew'd  a  Spirit  quite  satisfactory  to  all  of  us. 

Staats  will  soon  send  You,  if  not  by  this  Conveyance,  a  Plan  of 
ibis  Place,  w*^  the  new  fort  building  &  a  Redoubt  intended ;  the  new 
fort  goes  on  very  well,  &  I  believe,  if  wc  can  get  up  ProviNons,  we 
may  have  barracks  sufficient  to  lodge  700  of  our  Men  here  this  Win- 
ter, &  15  boat  builders  are  order'd  to  be  sent  from  Boston  to  build 
us  100  Whale  boats  ag*  the  Spring,  &  Carpenters  will  be  sent  to 
build,  by  that  time,  a  Vessel  of  100  Tons  Yon  know  how  my  father 
employs  every  body  who  are  near  him,  he  makes  me  write  all  his 
Letters.  Alexander  is  otherwise  employ'd,  k  a  most  usefull  Man  to 
him.  .  I  will  not  again  appologize  for  my  unintelligible  Scrawls,  but 
am,  w^^  the  sincerest  Regard  £  Affection^ 

D"-  Sir,       '^ 

Your  most  Obliged  &  fulthfull 

Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  SHIRLEY. 
Oswego,  Sepf  22d,  1755. 

100  of  our  600  will  be  employ'd  in  the  Train. 


Sep'  25th.  Orders  are  just  now  is  u'd  for  the  Troops  destin'd  for 
the  Attack  of  Niagara  to  hold  themselves  in  Readiness  to  imbark 
to-morrow;  so  that  if  we  go  at  all  we  shall  be  all  gone  from  hence 
ye  27tb ;  but  I  am  told  out  of  doors,  that  all  the  field  Officers  think 
it  too  Rash  an  Attempt,  &  I  have  heard  so  much  of  it,  that  I  think 
it  my  Duty  to  let  my  &ther  know  what  I  hear.  They  say  that  in 
the  last  Council  they  were  not  ask'd  whether  it  was  advisable  to  go 
w^^  such  force  as  they  find  we  have ;  they  gave  it  as  their  Opinion, 
that  the  force  prepared  to  go  ag^  the  French  fort,  &  that  to  stay  be- 
hind, were  both  sufficient  to  answer  the  Services  intended  for  'em, 
but  that  they  are  now  convinced  our  force  is  not  sufficient,  great 
Numbers  being  in  the  Hospitals  ill  of  fluxes,  &c.,  &  Numbers  ill  in 
their  Tents,  who  won't  go  to  the  Surgeons  for  fear  of  being  sent  to  the 
Hospitals,  w'^  are  in  fact  very  bad  ones,  being  only  Sbedds,  w*"^  won't 
keep  out  a  small  Shower  of  Rain,  &  we  have  unluckily  had  for  this 
Week  past  continu'd  Rains  as  heavy  as  I  ever  saw^  they  say  our 
Battoes  will  never  get  there,  &  that  in  short,  the  Season  is  so  far 
advanc'd  that  if  we  had  Provisions  we  could  not  get  back  again. 
As  to  our  Provisions,  our  present  Stock  will  allow  us  to  take  42  days' 
Provisions,  (f  Allowance  of  dry  Proviss'  only,)  &  leave  the  Gar-, 
rison  behind  to  depend,  in  a  'few  days,  upon  what  we  have  Advice  is  » 
on  ye  way  hither.  Our  Whale  Boats  return'd  Yesterday.  Tbey 
went  into  the  Harbour,  &  one  of  the  Officers  landed  less  than  half  a 
Mile  from  ye  fort,  &  saw  ye  whole  Inoampm^  from  a  tree  he  got  into ; 
their  Acco^*  agree  w*^  the  French  Gen^  Papers^  taken  by  Johnso' 
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by  w*^  it  appears  he  detaoh'd  500  of  hia  Troops  the  Ist  of  Aug'  last 
to  Frontenac ;  those  Papers  are  sent  to  my  father,  &  I  have  seen  the 
Gen^  Order  of  March,  &o.,  w*"^  he  gave  to  the  Com'  of  this  Detachm*, 
so  that  these  last  500  make  up  their  force  there  near  900,  bemdes 
Indians,  of  w<^  it  is  told  ns  by  our  Indians,  they  have  a  large  nam* 
ber,  over  500;  this  I  donH  believe,  tho'  they  sent  a  Party  of  'em 
here  who  scalp'd  three  of  onr  Soldiers  who  were  making  Oars  i  of  a 
Mile  from  the  new  fort  yesterday,  &  were  gone  w^  one  Prisoner  he* 
fore  we  conld  catch  'em ;  however  we  immediately,  tho'  it  was  dark, 
sent  off  two  Whale  boats  to  endeavour  to  intercept  'em  among  the 
Islands,  &  the  next  day  a  Row  Galley  went  out.  Our  Whale  boats 
discover'd  a  Sloop  &  a  Brigg,  both  as  large  as  our  laree  YesseUs, 
haul'd  off  in  ye  Stream  before  ye  fort,  one  w*^  her  Saus  beut,  ye 
other  oompleatly  rigg'd  but  no  sails  bent;  they  saw  a  Number  of  large 
Battoes  and  one  Shallop  in  the  Harbour.  The  Brigg  was  out  yester- 
day &  had  like  to  have  taken  our  Row  Galley,  but  the  Galley  out 
sail'd  her.  This  we  did  not  see,  but  yas  informed  of  it  at  Night  hy 
the  Whale  boat  w^^  came  in,  so  that  we  did  not  send  the  Sloop  out 
after  her,  &  to-day  it  is  quite  calm,  &  thick  rainy  Weather.  The 
Boats  sent  after  the  Indians  are  not  retum'd.  The  Officer  who  com- 
manded has  Orders  to  destroy  'em  if  he  meets  'em.  This  Express  is 
just  going  away.  You  find  I  am  a  pretty  constant  Correspondent, 
tho'  not  the  most  intelligible  one ;  however,  I  have  so  strong  a  Pro- 
pensity to  do  every  thing  that  can  possibly  be  the  least  Amusement 
to  You,  that  I  shall  write  on  at  all  hazards  by  every  opporf,  tho'  I 
have  to  say  in  Excuse  for  this  hasty  Scrawl,  that  my  Brother  Aid- 
de-Camp  being  ill,  I  may  besnppos'd  to  be  much  hurry'd  at  present 
I  am  ever  w""  much  Respect  and  affection, 

D'  Sir, 

Your's  most  Sincerely, 

JOHN  SHIRLEY. 

It  is  some  time  since  I  heard  from  You. 

We  bury'd  an  Offier  last  Night  who  dy'd  of  a  fever,  &  have  a  great 
Number  ill,  tho'  the  field  Officers  are  tough  enough. 

Directed, 

To  the  Hon"«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq', 

Governor  &  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 

Province  of  Pennsylvania.— Philadelphia, 


■»-^ 
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Minutes  of  a  Council  of  Wab  at  Oswego,  1755. 

Held  on  Lake  Ootario  the  twentj-seventh  of  Sept'.  1755. 

Present : 

His  Exellencj,  William  Shirleyi  Esq'.,  Major  General  and  Com« 
mander  in  phief  of  all  His  Majesties  Forces  in  North  America. 

Lieut.  Col.  Ellxson, 
Lieut.  Col.  Mercer, 
Major  Littlehales, 
Major  Craven, 

Major  Brabstreet,  Adjutant  General. 
Col.  Schuyler, 
Capt.  Barford, 

Caft.  Broadley,  Command  in  Chief  of  hb  Majesty's  Vessels 
on  Lake  Ontario. 

William  Alexander,  Secretary,  who  was  dnly  sworn  to  the  faithful 
Execution  of  his  Office. 

His  Excellency  acquainted  the  Council,  that  since  the  last  Council 
held  on  the  18th  Instant,  the  600  Troops  w*"^  he  then  acquainted 
them  he  designed  to  carry  with  him  upon  an  Attempt  against  Niagara, 
had  been  drafted  &  held  in  readiness  to  embark ;  that  the  Artillery 
&  Ordinance  Stores  were  on  board  the  Sloop  Ontario,  &  a  proportion 
of  the  Provisions  put  on  board  the  Sloop  Oswego,  &  the  rest  in 
readiness  to  be  loaded  on  board  the  Bow  Gallies,  the  Whale  Boats 
&  Battoes;  That  he  had  ordered  the  Officers  &  Men  to  embark 
Yesterday,  &  that  he  found  at  least  four  hundred  of  them  would  be 
obliged  to  go  in  Battoes;  That  on  Account  of  the  extreme  bad 
Weather  w^''  still  continues,  &  as  a  sufficiency  of  Bread  and  Flower 
for  the  Troops  w^  are  to  remain*'here  was  not  then  arrived,  &  he 
had  some  late  Intelligence  &  other  matters  to  lay  before  'em  for 
their  Opinion  &  advice^  he  had  deferred  the  Embarkation  of  the 
Troops  until  this  day. 

His  Excellency  then  acquainted  them  that  Yesterday  there  arrived 
at  the  Camp  eight  Battoes,  containing  40  Barrels  of  Flour  and  18 
of  Bread,  so  that  there  is  now  in  Store  14  days  full  Allowance  of 
those  Species  of  Provisions  for  2000  Mouths,  which,  upon  the  best 
Calculation  he  could  make,  was  the  whole  Number  of  Troops,  Albany 
Men,  Indians,  Workmen  &  Followers  of  the  Camp;  that  of  this  he 
judges  it  will  be  necessary  for  him  to  take  to  Niagara  210001b  of 
Bread  &  Flour,  being  three  Quarters  Allowance  for  700  Men  for 
40  days;  &  that  there  will  then  be  left  in  Camp.  80001b  of  Bread  and 
Flour,  being  12  days  half  Allowance  for  the  Number  w*^  he  shall 
leave  here ;  That  by  the  advices  he  hath  received  from  the  Carrying 
Place  &  Mohawk's  River,  he  hath  the  greatest  reason  to  expect  t 
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by  w*"*  it  appears  ho  detaoh'd  500  of  his  ^ ^yZte^  of  a  few  days  be 
to  Frontenao;  those  Papers  are  seo^  *  ^/^jfj^ui%, 
Gen*»  Order  of  March,  &o.,  w**  '    y^^^>  (7ounoil,  that  seven  days 
80  that  these  last  500  ma^  .^^^^i^  Officers  in  Whale  Boats  to 

Indians,  of  w«»»  it  is  told  -^-r/*^^^<?/  <he  French  there,  that  they 
ber,  over. 500;  this  I  ^^l^^'J^^tht  Ofl&cers  made  Report,  "That 
here  who  soalp'd  th*  >-<^iij^^^adaraqai  &  could  plainly  perceive 
Mile  from  the  ne^  K^'i'.^^^^eti^^  ^  ***®™  ^  ^  *  regular  Square 
fore  we  coald  c  j.^^^f^'f^^^^^  plainly  see  four  Embrasures  in 
sent  off  two  ^  ^^^^^t^^  ^^  ^^^  could  also  plainly  distinguish  an 
Islands,  &  *  "J^^i^^ oonsisted  of  upwards  of  100  Tents;  that 
disooverV  ^^jJSS*^ '^ntines  of  about  the  Size  of  the  Schooner 
haul'd  '•^^^r  ^"^^y  I/pop  at  Anchor  in  the  Harbour ;  that  both 
other  /^^^'^ gppBBxiA.  to  them  to  be  rigg'd,  &  one  of  them  to 
^*^'  aV  *^  c^beot,  &  that  a  Number  of  Battoes  lay  near  the  Walls 
da-        ^^^'^w/' 

8'  *^^.^r^ienoy  also  acquainted  the  Council  that  Major  Gen*. 
'  ^^    bnd  sent  him  a  Copy  of  the  Order  &  Instructions  given  to 

'^^^^Bob  Bcgnlar  Troops  sent  to  Cadaraqui,  w«*  he  took  among 
^   papers  from  the  Enemy  in  the  late  Action  near  Lake  George, 
t^L^^  S<.  Sacrement ;  that  by  these  Papers  it  appears,  that  10 
J^nsoies  of  the  Queen's  Battalliou,  marched  from  Montreal  for 
^^i^qtti  in  two  Divisions,  Six  Companies  in  the  first,  on  the  first 
day  of  August,  &  4  Companies  in  the  2'  Division,  upon  the  day  fol- 
lowing;  ^hat  250  Canadcan  Irregulars  at  least  mov'd  w*^  them,  k 
tbAt  they  had  a  Number  of  Indians  at  that  place  besides  the  Garri- 
0on  there  before,  So  that  the  whole  Numbers  of  their  Troops,  Rega- 
jars  &  Irregulars  at  present  at  Cadaraqui,  besides  Indians,  (the  Num- 
ber of  w'**  is  uncertain)  may,  from  these  Papers  &  our  former  Intel- 
ligence, be  computed  at  about  1000  Effective  Men,  including  what 
was  in  Garrison  there  before ;  That  by  the  aforesaid  Orders  and  In- 
structions, together  with  the  intelligence  of  an  Onandaga  tndiHn  now 
in  the  Camp,  w***  his  Excellency  laid  before  the  last  Council,  it  appears 
that  the  French  General  was  expected  soon  to  follow  those  Troops 
to  Cadaraqui  with  a  considerable  force,  &  that  on  his  arrival  there, 
they  were  with  their  whole  Strength  to  make  an  Attack  upon  this 
place.  . 

His  Excellency  also  informed  the  Council  that  the  Oneida  IndiaDS 
who  have  been  pressing  for  leave  to  return  to  their  Castle  these  10 
days,  insisting  that  it  was  too  late  in  the  Season  to  go  to  Niagara  in 
Battoes,  went  off  early  yesterday  Morning ;  that  on  the  same  Morn- 
ing the  Biver  Indians  sent  three  of  their  principal  Men  to  let  him 
know  that  they  judged  it  dangerous  to  go  in  Battoes  upon  the  Lake 
so  late  in  the  Year,  &  were  of  Opinion  that  our  return  from  Niagara 
this  Winter  would  be  very  doubtful ;  That  the  Seneca  Indians  had 
sent  a  Message  to  the  same  Effect,  &  the  Mohawk  Indians  he  is  id- 
formed  are  of  the  same  Mind ;  that  the  Indians  in  General,  for  the 
abovementioncd  reason^  declare  their  design  of  returning  homo  in  a 
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^aysy  k  press  for  his  Ezcellenc/s  leave  to  do  it,  expressing  their 

ess  to  join  the  English  next  Spring  with  much  greater  Num- 

any  Attempt  against  the  French. 

^at  the  Albany  Traders,  who  are  best  acquainted  with  this  Lake, 

^te  of  the  same  Opinion  with  the  Indians  as  to  improbability  of 

making  a  Passage  in  our  Battoes  to  and  from  Niagara  this  Fall,  so 

as  to  return  before  the  Winter  is  too  far  advanced ;  Sc  inform  him 

that  the  Battoes  we  have,  being  suited  to  the  Navigation  of  the 

Rivers  &  Greeks  between  this  place  &  Albanv,  are  so  small  &  liable 

to  be  overset,  that  they  cannot  live  on  the  Lake  while  there  is  any 

Wind  or  Swell ;  &  that  for  this  fortnight  past  there  has  scarce  been 

a  day  fit  to  go  upon  the  Lake  with  those  Battoes. 

That  Lieu^  Holland,  who  has  resided  at  this  place  above  three 
Years,  upon  being  asked  by  his  Excellency  what  the  Course  of  the 
Weather  was  at  this  Season  of  the  Year,  informed  him  that  it  was 
generally  very  Windy,  with  heavy  Rains,  &  but  very  few  fair  days 
intervening. 

That  he  is  further  informed  it  would  be  impracticable  at  this 
Season  of  the  Year  for  the  Vessels  &  the  Battoes  to  keep  Company 
with  each  other  upon  the  Lakes,  w'^  they  would  probably  do  if  the 
Men  were  to  be  transported  in  Whale  Boats,  a  suffix  Number  of  w"^ 
may  be  built  by  next  Spring :  That  as  the  Battoes  will  unavoidably 
be  separated  from  the  large  Vessels,  there  will  (on  that  Acco^,  & 
because  the  large  Vessels  will  not  be  able  to  carry  all  the  Provisions, 
besides  the  Artillery  &  Ordinance  Stores,)  be  a  necessity  of  loading 
a  sufficient  Quantity  of  dry  Provisions  in  the  Battoes,  w*^  must  be 
exposed  to  the  Weather,  &  in  danger  of  being  Spoil'd. 

That  there  would  be  the  same  danger  of  spoiling  the  Men's  Ammu- 
nition, necessary  to  be  carried  in  their  Pouches,  whereby  they  might 
be  exposed  to  be  cut  off  in  case  of  an  Attack  in  their  March  by  the 
Enemy,  w^  from  the  weakness  of  their  Fortifications  it  is  most  pro- 
bable, they  With  their  Indians  would  endeavour  to  do. 

His  Excellency  also  informed  the  Council,  that  by  the  Returns  of 
the  Surgeons  of  the  Regiments  &  the  directors  of  the  Hospital,  the 
sickly  State  of  the  Soldiers  increases  daily,  which  they  attribute  to 
the  late  heavy  Rains  &  want  of  Barrack  to  Shelter  the  Men,  &  that 
the  Number  of  sick  at  present  amount  to  about  800,  exclusive  of 
Officers. 

That  his  Excellency  proposes  to  have  a  sufficient  Number  of  Bar* 
racks  built  here  for  1200  Men,  &  thinks  it  expedient  to  have  a 
strong  Redoubt  erected  on  the  Hill,  on  the  West  side  of  this  Fort, 
before  the  Winter  is  too  far  advanced. 

His  Excellency  then  desired  the  Opinion  of  the  Council  upon  the 
whole ;  whether,  under  our  present  Circumstances,  they  think  it  most 
advisable  for  his  Majesties  Service,  that  he  should  proceed  to  Niagara, 
or  make  any  attempt  upon  the  Fort  at  Cadaraqui  this  Fall,  or  to  take 
the  advantage  of  an  early  Campaign  in  the  ensuing  Spring,  for  doing 
one  or  both^  according  to  the  lieinforcementa  we  shall  then  have^  ' 
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in  tbe  meantime  io  employ  onr  wbole  present  Strength  in  ezpe£tiog 
the  Work  necessary  here  for  lodging  the  Men  properly  &  seconDg 
this  place  against  any  sudden  Attack  of  the  Enemy. 

The  Council  after  fully  debating  what  his  Excellency  laid  before 
them,  acquainted  him  that  Several  matters  of  Consequence  had 
occurred  to  them^  w'^  they  conceived  ought  to  be  made  a  part  of  the 
State  of  our  present  situation,  &  desired  his  leave  to  have  them 
entered  on  the  Minutes  of  this  Council,  w^  his  Excellency  consented 
to,  and  are  as  follows,  Yiz^ :  Major  Bradstreet  declared  that  fiom 
his  own  Observation,  &  the  Intelligence  he  had  received  since  hu 
residence  here,  he  is  persuaded  that  about  1650  Cannadeans,  went  at 
Sev^  times  this  Summer  from  Cadaraqui  to  Niagara  in  order  to  pro> 
ceed  to  the  Ohio;  a  great  part  of  w^^  for  want  of  Provisions,  mast 
as  he  judg'd  now  be  on  their  return  to  Canada;  that  a  great  Number 
of  French  Traders  every  year  go  from  Canada  to  trade  with  the  In- 
dians living  near  the  French  Settlements  at  Fort  Detroit,  &  to  the 
Westward  of  it,  who  at  this  Season  of  the  Year  generally  return 
home  to  Canada ;  That  their  Passage  home  is  by  the  way  of  Niagara, 
&  that  it  is  very  probable  that  they  &  all  the  French  Troops  will  stop 
as  long  as  their  Provisions  will  admit  of  at  Niagara,  to  defend  it 
against  the  Attempt  intended  upon  it,  of  w^^  they  doubtless  have 
intelligenqe. 

That  wo  have  but  few  proper  Battoe  Men  here,  nor  is  it  possible 
to  have  a  sufficient  Numoer  of  them'  to  Conduct  the  Battoes  to 
Niagara,  as  the  People  of  the  Country  who  understand  the  manage- 
ment of  them  are  Cheifly  employed  in  bringing  our  Provisions  to  us 
from  Skenactady,  &  in  carrying  Provisions  to  the  Army  at  Lake 
George,  so  that  very  few  of  the  Albany  Men  are  now.with  us.  That 
the  Soldiers  cannot  conduct  the  Battoes  to  Niagara  thro'  so  ruff 
Water,  as  is  now  generally  five  days  in  six  upon  the  Lake. 

The  Council,  after  mature  advisement  upon  the  several  before 
mentioned  matters,  declared  that  they  were  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  tho'  from  our  advices,  there  appears  to  be  a  great  probabiUtj 
of  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  Provisions  arriving  here  in  a  short  lime, 
they  ought  not  to  be  depended  upon,  until  their  actual  arrival,  espe- 
cially as  since  the  last  Council,  we  have  had  frequent  Alarms  of 
Indians  in  scalping  Parties  being  in  this  Neighbourhood,  one  of  w*^ 
had  killed  &  scalped  three  of  our  Men  who  were  at  Work  near  the 
new  Fort  building  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Biver,  &  had  carried 
off  two  Prisoners,  who  may  find  Opportunities  of  cutting  off  our 
Provision  Battoes,  in  their  Passage  between  the  Oneida  Carxring 
Place  &  Oswego,  notwithstanding  the  precautions  w*^  have  been 
hitherto  or  may  be  taken  hereafter  for  their  protection ;  the  Conse- 
quences of  W^  would  be  very  fatal  to  the  Troops  who  remain  here, 
£  to  the  Party  that  goes  to  Niagara;  this  is  the  more  to  be  appre- 
hended, as  most  of  our  Indians  are  going  home,  &  the  French  Indians 
at  Cadaraqui  may  take  the  advantage  of  their  Absence  for  that  par- 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1755.  431 

pose ;  Also,  that  it  is  not  adviseable  for  so  many  of  the  Troops  to  be 
risqu'd  in  Battoes  on  the  Lake  at  this  Season  of  the  Year. 

That  they  are  nnanimously  of  Opinion,  that  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Men  at  this  place,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  Barracks  for 
the  Namber  of  Men  proposed  by  his  Excellency,  be  built  without 
delay ;  That  the  Fort  already  begun  on  the  Hill,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  River  be  finished  as  soon  as  possible,  and  Cannon  mounted 
in  it,  to  prevent  the  Enemy  from  making  themselves  masters  of  it ; 
that  it  is  likewise  very  expedient  to  erect  a  Work  as  soon  as  may  be 
on  the  Eminence  West  of  the  old  Fort  &  Cannon  mounted  there,  to 
prevent  the  Enemy  landing  on  that  Side  &  gaining  the  Eminence ; 
all  w*^  cannot  possibly  be  eiffeoted  before  the  Winter  is  too  far  set 
in,  withoat  employing  the  whole  Strength  now  at  this  place. 

That  they*  are  unanimously  of  Opinion  that  nothing  more  can  be 
done  at  Niagara  this  Fall  than  to  dislodge  the  French  &  demolish 
their  Works  there,  w"*^  from  our  intelligence,  appears  to  be  so  weak 
as  not  to  make  it  adviseable  for  his  Excellency  to  leave  a  Garrison 
there  without  erecting  new  Works,  w'^  neither  the  lateness  of  the 
Season  nor  the  present  Circumstances  of  our  Provisions  will  admit, 
so  that  no  e£Fectual  possession  can  be  taken  of  that  Pass  this  Year. 

That  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  they  are  unanimously  &  clearly  of 
Opinion  that  it  would  be  much  more  adviseable  for  his  Excellency 
to  defer  making  any  Attempt,  either  against  Niagara  or  Cadaraqui 
until  the  next  Year,  when  there  is  great  reason  to  expect  he  will  be 
joined  in  any  Attempt  against  the  French  by  great  Numbers  of 
Indians  of  the  five  Nations,  &  draw  o£F  some  of  the  far  Nations  of 
Indians  now  in  Alliance  with  the  French,  most  of  w*^  had  taken  up 
the  Hatchet  against  the  English,  and  been  active  against  General 
Braddock  on  the  Ohio ;  as  also,  that  he  may  have  the  advantage  of 
opening  the  Campaigne  at  least  15  days  earlier  than  the  Enemy  can 
from  Montreal,  on  Acco*  of  the  distance  of  that  place  from  Lake 
Ontario,  ft  the  difficulty  of  the  Navigation  thither  at  that  Season, 
occadon'd  by  the  Rapidity  of  the  Waters  of  the  Great  Lake  empty- 
ing into  the  River  Iroquois ;  Besides,  that  his  Excellency  may  then 
have  such  a  further  Number  of  Forces  as  may  be  judged  sufficient 
for  the  intended  Operations  upon  these  Lakes,  ft  a  sufficient  Number 
of  Whale  Boats  instead  of  Battoes,  together  with  a  stronger  naval 
force,  both  w*^  they  think  necessary  to  be  provided  against  next 
Spring  for  his  Majesty's  Service  upon  the  Lake  Ontario ;  and  they  are 
unanimously  of  Opinion  that  in  the  meantime  it  is  most  adviseable 
for  his  Excellency  to  employ  the  whole  Strength  now  here  in  pro-, 
viding  Barracks  for  the  Men,  erecting  Forts  on  the  two  Eminences 
w**  Commands  this  place,  &  finishing  the  other  necessary  Works, 

Exam'd  by 

WM.  ALEXANDER,  Sec^ 

Indorsed, — Copy,  Minutes  of  Council  held  at  Oswego. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Sheriff  or  Phil.,  1755. 

Sef  28, 1755. 
Sir- 

Coll*  Dunbar  has  represented  to  me,  that  the  march  of  the  Troops 
under  his  oommand  is  retarded  for  want  of  necessary  carriages,  at 
which  I  am  greatly  surprised,  knowing  that  numbers  of  Waggons 
there  are  dayly  in  this  town.  I  have  his  Majestys  Orders  signified 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  assist  his  officers  in  Impresnog  Car- 
riages for  the  use  of  th^  Troops,  and  must  do  it  if  they  are  not  oth- 
erwise supplyd,  which  I  wish  they  may,  that  so  harsh  a  method  may 
be  avoided.  I  must  therefore  desire  you  will  afford  M'.  Mifflin  your 
best  assistance  in  procuring  the  necessary  carriages,  but  if  that  can- 
not be  done,  and  in  time  for  the  march  of  the  Troops  on  the  day  the 
Goli*  shall  appoint,  you  will  in  that  case  Impress  the  number  of  car- 
riages the  Coll®,  may  want,  in  doing  of  which  you  will  be  assisted 
by  a  Detachment  of  tho  Troops,  and  the  Coll*,  will  order  them  to  he 
paid  for,  in  case  the  Committee  of  the  Assembly,  to  whom  you  shoald 
apply,  refuse  to  do  it. 

To  y  Sherrif. 

Indorsed, 
D^  to  the  Sheriff.     Sep'  28»»',  1755. 


.  Petition  to  Gov.  Morris,  from  Sufferers  by  Maryland 

1765. 

Septem'  29 »»,  1756. 

To  y  honarable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Go* 
vernor  of  Pennsylvania,  honored  Sir,  we,  your  humble  pationen, 
Sends  you  those  few  Lines  to  inform  you  y*  we  are  yery  mueh  im- 
posed upon  by  y«  Sherive  of  Fredrick  County,  in  Meryland,  in 
Comeing  to  take  our  Lands  from  us  by  a  Meryland  Riffht  which  we 
have  had  Survayed  by  M'.  Wiliam  Lvon,  Survayer,  under  M'.  John 
Armstrong,  Survayer  for  Cumberland  County,  in  Pensylvania,  Last 
Spring,  one  mans  place,  viz.,  Richard  Abbett,  y"  S^  Sherive,  Peter 
Butler,  has  Got  Survayed,  by  bringing  a  Captain  and  a  parsel  of 
Souldiers  to  Gard  him  while  he  was  So  doing,  and  has  Gone  to 
farder  Strengthen  him  Self,  protesting  y^  in  two  or  three  weeks 
time  y^  he  will  come  and  take  all  y*  land  from  from  y*  forke  of  Ta- 
nolaways  Crick,  down  to  y*  mouth  thereof  Straneindj  and  taking  of 
our  Goods,  Chatels,  horses,  or  any  thing  y*  he  Can  find  for  y*  Levies 
or  taxis,  which  he  protends  is  due  to  Meryland;  So  y*  without  your 
honour  will  protect  us,  we  belive  we  Shall  be  all  Ruened  in  a  very 
Short  time,  So  y^  we  Desier  y^  you  will  be  pleased  to  Send  up  a  few 
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Lines  by  j*  bearer  bcreof,  wbat  waj  or  maner  we  Shall  proseed  in 
y«  afare  irhich  b  y  humble  Dealer  of  we,  your  humble  patiaioners. 

William  Linn,  John  Coombb, 

Elias  Stillnkbll,  Ibarael  HtN£8| 

Wm.  Htn£8|  John  Linn, 

Hichard  Abbett,  James  Lowbeb, 

Samuel  GoombbSi  John  MoChineT| 

Cbristr  Abbe^tTi  James  Mitchel, 

Joseph  Coombe^  Samuel  Crown, 

Wjliam  ClinkebbarDi  Joseph  Goombe, 

And  many  oihen  might  be  had,  but  notis  Cant  be  givon. 

Pos^  Tho*.  Stodard,  Captain  of  a  fort  v*  is  Lately  areccd  with 
in  four  miles  of  Wiliam  Linns,  is  Going  by  Govemcur  Sharps  or- 
ders to  run,  y«  proven  shall  Line  y«  6*^  of  Acto'  next  Ensuing. 

Directed, 
Samuel  Hicks,  Hoses  Hioks. 

hdoned. 
Petition  Inhabitants  of  Little  Cove  and  TonoUoways. 
reood  6  8ber,  1766. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov'rs  New  Yobk  k  New  Jersey,  1755. 

Sir: 

In  my  present  Hurry  I  have  only  time  to  send  you  the  inclosed 
intelligence,  which  came  to  my  hand  about  an  hour  ago,  and  from 
which  I  imagine  the  JSnemys  designs  are  to'  Post  themselves  along 
the  West  Banks  of  the  Susquehannah,  in  order  to  prevent  our  pass- 
ing that  River,  and  to  cut  off  the  Settlements  to  the  Westward  of 
it,  which  I  am  afraid  they  will  find  too  easy  a  task,  as  the  people  are 
without  Discipline  or  order,  and  have  but  few  arms  among  them. 

My  Assembly  meets  to  morrow,  but  whether  they  will  strengthen 
my  hands  in  a  proper  manner,  I  cant  tnke  upon  mo  to  say. 

I  am.  Sir. 

Indorsed. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  y  Gov"  of  York  &  Jersey,  Nov*  y"  2*, 
1755. 
Bead  in  Council,  2'  Nov^,  1755. 

Vol.  IL— 19    - 
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Gov.  Hopkins  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Newport,  September  30%  1755. 
Sir, 

The  Government,  under  y.onr  Honour's  immediate  Direction,  at 
this  critical  Conjuncture,  I  make  no  Doubt,  have  taken  tbe  prudent 
Precaution  to  prevent  our  Enemjs  being  supplj'd  with  Provisions 
from  thence.  Yet  as  you  are  a  Bread  Country,  and  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  Colony  have  long,  in  a  great  measure,  depended  on  yon  for 
the  Article  of  Flour,  and  as  our  Laws  tp  prevent  any  being  export- 
ed from  hence,  an  Extract  of  which  I  herewith  send  you,  are  so 
strict  and  so  punctually  executed,  that  there  is  not  the  least  Danger 
of  any  being  sent  away  from  here. 

I  must,  therefore,  in  behalf  of  the  Colony  of  Hhode  Island,  a^k 
the  Favour  of  your  Honour  to  permit  Cap^  Stephen  Wanton,  who 
hath  long  used  the  Flour  Trade  between  Newport  and  Philadelphia, 
to  continue  hb  Trade,  that  We,  instead  of  our  Enemys  may  not  sof- 
fer  for  want  of  Bread,  and  Assure  your  self  all  that  arrives  here 
shall  be  duly  used  only  for  the  Inhabitants,  and  none  be  permitted 
to  be  Transported,  but  agreeable  to  the  Laws  wiiioh  you  have  the 
Perusal  of. 

Tour  kind  Interposition  in  this  matter,  in  favour  of  this  Colony, 
shall  be  gratefully  acknowledged  in  their  Behalf,  by 

Your  Honour's 

Host  Obedient  and 

most  Humble  Servant, 

STEP.  HOPKINS. 
His  Honour  Gov'  Morris. 

P.  S.  The  above  Flour  is  for  the  use  of  the  Forces  now  raisbg 
and  to  be  raised  for  the  Crown  Point  Expedition, 

Directed. 

To  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Mocris,  Esq**.,  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernor and  Commander  in  Cheif  of  the  Province  of  Pensilvania. 

P  Cap*,  Stephen  Wanton. 

Indorsed'^ 
Stephen  Hopkins,  30<^  Sept%  1755. 
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Major  Gbn.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Hardy,  1755. 

Camp  at  Oswego,  Octo'  4%  1755..    . 


Sir: 


Yesterday  I  bad  the  Hononr  of  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the 
26th  September.    The  instance,  you  have  given  of  your  Attention 

'  to  the  public  Service,  in  removing  from  New  York  to  Albany  before 
you  could  be  well  recovered  from  the  Fatigue  of  your  Voyage,  must 
have  a  very  good  Effect  for  expediting  it. 

I  am  much  affraid  it  will  be  thought  an  extraordinary  Expence  to  the 
Crown  for  his  Majesty  to  be  oblig'd  to  build  Barracks-for  the  Recep- 
tion of  the  Troops  of  Colonel  Dunbar's  &  the  late  Sir  Peter  Halket's 
Begiments  at  Albany  &  Schenectady  this  Winter,  when  perhaps  he 
may  not  have  Occasion  for  Barracks  there  again;  But  as  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  good  of  his  Service  in  the  Operation  of  the 
next  year's  Campaigne  that  those  Troops  should  be  quartered  there 
this  Winter,  and  your  Excellency  informs  me  in  your  Letter  that 
you  are  apprehensive  of  great  Inconveniebcies  in  disposing  of  those 
Troops  at  Albany  by  hiring  .of  Houses  for  them  there,  and  you 
mention,  that  ''  you  could  wish  you  had'  my  Instructions  for  the 
'<  constructing  of  Barracks  there  and  at  Schenectady,  which  you  ap* 
"  prebend  may  be  done  at  any  easy  Bate ;  least  your  Assembly 
''  should  not  care  to  be  at  such  an  Expense."  I  desire  your  Excel- 
lency would  take  the  Care  upon  you  of  providing  such  Barracks  at 
the  two  before  mentioned  places,  as  you  shall  judge  proper  for  the 

/  Beception  of  the  two  afores'  Kegim**  which  I  believe  at  present  don't 
exceed  1200  Men,  but  will,  I  hope,  be  recruited  by  the  Spring  to 
1000  each,  &  that  you  would  give  Orders  accordingly  to  have  them 
built  Bs  soon  as  possible,  that  the  Troops  may  not,  upon  their  Arri* 
Tal  in  your  Government,  be  destitute  of  Quarters  to  receive  them, 
and  in  case  your  Excellency  can't  induce  the  Assembly  of  New 
York  to  be  at  the  Charge  of  building  those  Barracks,  I  will  give 
you  one  or  more  Warrants  upon  the  Deputy  Paymaster  for  the 
Southern  District  for  such  Sums  of  money  as  shall  be  requisite  to 
defray  the  Expence  of  building  them,  and  your  Excellency  will  be 
pleas'd  to  look  upon  this  as  my  Instruction  to  you  for  that  purpose. 
I  can't,  however,  but  hope  that  th^  Assembly  of  New  York  will 
think  it  reasonable  that  the  Province  should  be  at  the  Charge.  It 
was  very  much  at  the  motion  of  their  Gov*  that  I  determined  to 
draw  these  Troops  from  the  Southward  this  Year.  The  Province 
will  in  an  especial  manner  have  not  only  the  Benefit  of  being  covered 
by  them  this  Winter,  but  of  their  Service  at  Oswego  in  the  ensuing 
Spring,  &  the  Inhabitants  draw  very  large  Sums  of  Money  from  the 
Residence  of  the  Troops  among  them,  as  they  will  in  general  from 
the  Expedition,  in  w'*^  they  are  emplo/d,  and  I  have  to  add  that  the 
Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  thought  it  reasonable  upon  the 
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nisiDg  of  the  Begiment  tinder  my  own  Command  to  er^ct  Barracks 
at  the  Charge  of  the  Gov';  for  the  Beception  of  upwards  of  800 
Troops. 

As  to  garrisoning  Fort  Bdward  or  the  Fort  huilding  at  Lake 
George  with  any  part  of  the  Troops  of  these  two  Begiments  this 
Winter,  it  would  disappoint  that  part  of  the  Service  for  which  His 
.  Majesty  principally  destin'd  them,  and  w^  is  of  infinitely  more  Con- 
sequence to  the  publick  than  any  Saving  it  could  make  by  their 
being  quartered  in  those  Forts,  so  that  I  have  thoughts  of  posting 
any  of  them  there. 

I  have  kept  two  Companies  posted  the  whole  Campaigne  upon  the 
Oneida  Carrying  place,  and  purpose  to  leave  one  there  this  Winter, 
butmust  endeavour  to  prevent  its  giving  Umbrage  to  the  Oneida 
Indians  who  have  ezpress'd  some  uneasiness  at  the  Building  we  have 
already  there. 

<  I  shall  place  Garrisons  in  Fort  Hunter  &  the  Fort  at  Conejahora 
this  Winter.  They  have  had  a  Garrison  of  twenty-five  men;  and 
an  Officer  at  each  of  them  the  whole  Summer. 

I  approve  much  of  having  small  Forts  erected  in  every  one  of  the 
Six  Nations  of  Indians,  as  what  will  have  a  great  tendency  to  oon« 
oiliate  th^m  to  the  English,  &  to  fix  them  in  a  dependence  upon  his 
Majesty,  for  this  Beason  1  will  send  thirty  men  to  the  Onandaga 
Castle  to  build  them  one  at  their  own  Bequest  to  me,  and  shall  pro- 
pose the  same  thing  to  the  Oneidas,  k  if  they  consent  to  it,  will 
have  a  small  one  built  upon  their  Carrying  place,  as  I  shall  likewise 
think  it  right  to  do  in  the  Country  of  the  Tuscaroras,  Cayugas  & 
Sinekas,  not  that  I  am  of  Opinion  these  Forts  will  secure  the  Indian 
Country  to  his  Majesty  ag*^  the  French,  nothing  can  effectually  do 
that  or  cover  the  English  Territories  South-Eastward  of  this  Lake, 
but  holding  Oswego :  if  that,  w'^  is  the  Key  of  the  Country  of  the 
six  Nations,  should  be  lost  to  the  Freuch,  they  will  soon  be  masters 
of  that  whole  Country,  and  draw  all  those  Indians  intirely  into  their 
Interest;  and  when  that  shall  happen  your  Excellency  may  look  up- 
on all  the  intermediate  Country  between  this  Lake  &  the  City  of 
New  York  to  be  gone  too. 

With  regard  to  the  little  Security  &  Cover,  which  the  Fort  now 
building  by  General  Johnson  at  Lake  George,  will  afford  to  the 
Country  between  Albany  &  Crown  Point,  and  the  necessity  of  his 
Forces  proceeding  as  far  at  least  as  Tenonderoge  this  year.  I  have 
00  fully  express'd  my  Sentiments  in  my  Letters  to  General  Johnson, 
Copies  of  which  I  have  transmitted  to  your  Excellency,  that  I  need 
say  nothing  further,  and  I  can't  but  hope  from  the  Ace**  I  have  of 
Beinforcements  daily  pouring  in  upon  him  from  New  England^  that 
the  Troops  under  his.Goumand  are  gone  on. 

The  three  points  in  which  the  General  Welfare  of  his  Ha- 
jest/s  Northern  Colonies,  &  Consequently  his  Majesty's  Service  in 
North  America,  are  at  present  most  essentially  interested,  are  the 
Bemoval  of  the  French  from  their  Incroachments  in  Nova  Scotia; 
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from  tbosQ  upon  the  Great  Lakes  and  Bivers  in  the  Sontbern  Coun- 
try between  Canada  &  ttie  Mississippi,  and  from  those  at  Crown 
Point  k  upon  the  Lake  Iroquois,  commonly  called  Lake  Champlaini 
and  therefore  ought  to  be  the  great  Objects  of  their  present  Atten- 
tion. As  to  inferior  Securities  and  Covers  of  small  Portions  of  the 
Country,  when  the  principal  parts  of  the  Service  are  compass'd,  they 
will  fall  in  of  Course.  The  first  of  these  points  is  happily  effected ; 
the  second  of  them  may  be  most  effectually  carry'd  into  Execution 
in  the  Course  of  the  next  year,  with  the  united  Strength  of  his 
Majesty's  Regular  Troops  &  the  New  Jersey  Reg*  against  all  the 
Force,  that  the  French  will  probably  be  able  to  draw  together  upon 
the  great  Lakes  &  Rivers,  provided  the  Campaigne  b  beguff  early  & 
the  same  Spirit  is  then  exerted  by  the  Colonies  for  the  Reduction 
of  the  French  Forts  at  Crown  Point,  &c.  as  hath  been  by  those  of 
New  England  &  New  York  the  last  Summer,  &  is  still  continued  by 
the  fbrmer,  and  with  respect  to  the  third  great  point  I  can't  but 
hope  that  if  the  Reduction  of  Crown  Point  should  not  be  found 
practicable  this  Year,  yet  General  Johnson  may  be  able  af  least  to 
make  himself  Master  of  the  pass  at  Tenonderoge,  which  will  put 
into  our  power  to  secure  the  Reduction  of  that  Fortress  early  the 
next  Summer,  provided  the  Colonies  act  with  the  same  Vigour  then 
that  those  concern'd  in  it  have  hitherto  done.  But  this,  and  the 
Success  of  his  Majesty's  Service  in  the  other  point,  or  even  in  pro- 
ceeding to  Montreal  itself,  if  that  should,  be  judg'd  expedient,  will 
very  much  depend  upon  as  general  a  Congress  as  may  be,  of  Com- 
missi from  the  several  Gov^  this  Winter,  in  order  to  the  fixing  upon 
a  plan  for  the  year  ensuing,  which,  if  some  sudden  adjustm*  of  the 
American  points  in  dispute  between  the  two  Crowns  don't  put  an 
End  to  the  present  Commotions  in  North  America,  must  be  a  most 
critical  one,  either  for  securing  the  Interests  of  the  English  Colonies, 
&  promoting  his  Majesty's  Service  in  North  America  against  the 
French  or  losing  Ground  there,  according  to  our  Improvem*  or 
Neglect  of  the  Opportunities  it  shall  afford,  and  it  is  this  Considera- 
tion, Sir,  which  bath  induo'd  mo  to  lay  my  Sentim^  before  your  Ex- 
cellency is  so  explicit  a  manner. 

I  am,  &o. 
nis  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Kn^ 

Indorsed, 

Copy  Major  General  Shirley's  Letter  to  Gov  Hardy^  dated  Octo^ 
4«  1755. 
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Tobias  Hendricks  to  R.  Peters,  1755. 

Fortt  Pleasant,*  Oof  20, 1755. 

8': 

I  nnderstand  that  the  OoV  and  yon  with  the  Rest  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen had  been  so  good  as  to  allow  Arms  and  Amunition  for  thd 
J)efenf>e  of  this  Fort,  and  the  ^sons  that  has  Joyned  to  it,  vhich 
is  upwards  of  one  hundred.  They  are  Verry  diligent  in  making 
Every  thing  in  Readyness,  in  Case  of  an  attack,  which,  8',  we  do 
not  know  the  Night  nor  hour,  for  by  all  accounts  from  the  Back  parts 
they  are  most  Shocking.  The  '^sons  that  is  Joyned  to  this  Fort  is 
upon  Occation  fully  Determined  to  go  out  by  Turns  to  Serch  the 
Woods.  S**,  I  therefore  Request  the  feaveour  of  y  Hon',  as  we 
Greatly  Confide  in  you,  to  Deliver  the  Arms  and  Ammunition  to  the 
Bearer,  James  McConnell,  who  is  to  Carrie  them  up  to  us.  There 
is  Verry  few  of  the  people  here  that  has  gott  good  Guns,  and  for 
Ammunition  there  is  Verry  little  in  those  parts,  and  am,  S*",  with 
Due  Regard, 

y  Hon"  most  obed* 

and  most  Humble'Serv^, 

TOBIAS  HENDRICKS. 

Directed,— To  Richard  Peters,  Esq'.,  In  Philad*. 
Indorsed. — ^Tobias  HQudricks,  4  Nov,  1755. 


Thomas  Pbnn  to  Gov.  Morkis,  1755.    . 

Sir,  - 

Being  yesterday  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  their  Lordships  informed 
me  they  had  not  received  any  letter  from  you  since  your  arrival  in 
Pennsylvania,  which  they  said  was  such  a  neglect  of  their  Board,  as 
had  not  been  shewn  them  by  any  other  Governor,  and  that  they  ez« 
pected  an  account  from  you,  of  your  proceedings  with  the  Assembly, 
and  of  the  general  concerns  of  the  Province,  this  they  desired  I  would 
inform  you  of,  and  desire  you  will  for  the  future  comply  with  their 
expectation,  which  I  now  do,  and  am, 

Sir,  Your  very  affectionate  Friend, 

THO.  PENN. 
London,  October,  1755. 

Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire. 
Indorsed.  ' 

Mr.  Penn,  to  write  to  ye  Board  of  Trade,  rece'd  22*  Nov',  1755. 

*  The  situation  of  this  Fort  I  have  not  been  able  Jto  ascertain — ^this  is,  I 

think,  the  first  time  the  name  has  occurred — the  full  name  is  here  given. 

Mount  Pleasant  was  the  name  of  a  Fortification  built  bj  Col.  Innes  in  or 

about  1754,  at  the  mouth  of  Will's  Creek,  opposite  to  the  New  Store— por- 

-  Fort  Cumberland.    See  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  VI.  p.  180. 


■■■  u 
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Gov;  MoBRis  TO  SiB  Thomas  Robinson,  1755. 

Pensilvanio,  Oct'  27, 1755. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  it  bas  not  been  in  my  power  to  afford  tbat  assistance 
to  bis  Majesty's  measure  upon  tbis  Continent,  tbat  migbt  reasonably 
bave  been  expected  from  the  flurisbing  Province  I  bave  tbe  Honour 
to  preside  over,  but  sucb  bas  been  and  still  is  tbe  obstinate  temper 
of  tbe  Assembly,  tbat  all  my  endeavours  to  prevail  on  tbem  to  grant 
supplys  to  tbe  Crown,  or  provide  for  tbe  safety  and  defence  of  tbe 
Province,  bave  bad  no  otber  Effect  than  to  draw  from  tbem  Mes- 
sages tending  to  alienate  tbe  affections  of  tbe  people  from  bis  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  and  filled  with  the  grossest  calumny  and  most 
insolent  abuse  of  the  Proprietors  and  myself,  In  which  they  have 
gone  such  lengths,  tbat  nothing  but  his  Majesty's  commands  for  tbo 
security  of  the  Province,  will  induce  me  to  bave  any  further  com- 
munication with  tbem,  as  I  am  satisfied  upon  repeated  Tryalls,  tbat 
they  have  not  tbe  least  intention  to  promote  tbe  publick  service,  but 
upon  terms  inconsistent  with  their  own  dependence.  I  cannot  in- 
deed accuse  tbem  of  disafection  to  tbe  Royal  Family  now  upon  tbe 
Throne,  But  they  are  certainly  disaffected  to  Government  itself,  and 
consequently  to  bis  Majesty's  office  and  authority,  tbo'  not  to  bis 
Person  or  family.  I  bave  in  my  several  letters  laid  before  you  tbe 
particular  parts  of  tbe  Assembly's  behavour,  and  tbe  difficultys  I 
have  met  with  in  tbe  execution  of  tbe  King's  comgiands,  and  am 
now  to  inform  you,  Tbat  on  tbe  16tb  Instant  a  party  of  French  & 
Indians  fell  upon  some  of  tbe  remote  settlements  of  this  Province, 
which  they  distroyd,  put  thirteen  of  the  inhabitants  to  death,  and 
Carry'd  off  twelve  Prisoners,  and  as  they  met  with  no  resistance  and 
are  no  strangers  to  tbe  defenceless  state  of  tbis  Province,  it  is  to  be 
fear'd  this  is  only  tbe  beginning  of  tbe  Ravages  they  intend,  and 
which  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  toprevent,  as  I  bave  neither  men, 
money,  arms,  nor  amunition  at  my  disposal,  am  without  a  militia, 
and  have  an  Assembly  tbat  are  or  Pretent  to  be  Principled  against' 
defending  themselves  or  their  Country,  and  what  makes  it  more 
likely,  that  tbe  French  will  take  advantage  of  our  defenceless  state, 
and  lay  wast  this  country,  is,  that  without  the  aid  of  tbis  Province, 
it  will  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  carry  on  another  Ex- 
pedition against  the  forts  they  bave  built  upon  tbe  Ohio.  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  give  you  the  earlyest  intelligence  of  these  matters^  and 
am,  8'. 

Indorsed, 

Dft.  to  S'  Thomas  Robinson,  Goto'  27tb;  1755.    Sent  by  tbe 
Mjrtilla  from  New  Castle.    Copy. 
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Deposition  Nicholas  Powell,  1755.* 

Oct.  27, 1755. 

Kent  County,  Delaware,  ss. 

Nicbolas  Powell,  of  said  County,  aged  Sixty-eight  years  or  there- 
abouts, being  Sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God, 
Deposeth  and  Saith,  That  he  hath  been  well  acquainted  with  a  Tract 
of  Land  called  and  known  by  the  Name  of  Tappahannah,  now  be- 
longing to  Waitman  Sipple,  Senior,  these  Forty-six  years  past,  dar- 
ing which  time  it  has  been  Possessed  by  Persons  Claiming  under 
our  Proprietor,  and  paid  their  taxes  in  this  County ;  and  that  He  ' 
this  Deponent,  Purchased  the  said  Land  about  Eighteen  Years  ago 
of  a  Certain  Joseph  Butler,  for  which  he  had  a  Djed  of  Conveyance 
Acknowledged  &  Recorded  according  to  Law  in  the  said  County. 
Which  said  Land  this  Deponent  saith  he  two  Years  after  sold  to  the 
Aforesaid  Waitman  Sipple,  who  has  been  owner  of  it  ever  since,  and  i 
further  saith  not. 

his 
NICHOLAS  M  POWELL.         ! 
mark. 

Oct.  27, 1755^ 

Then  the  above  Deposition  was  taken  before  me,  the  Subscriber,  ! 
one  of  his  Magisty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  Kent  County,  on  ' 
Delaware. 

RICH.  WELLS. 
lnd<ynedy 

Powel'fi  Affidavit  about  Sipple's  Complaint.     Copy  was  delivered 
with  the  Petition  to  Gov.  Sharpe,  at  New  York. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  1755. 

Pensilvania,  Oct'  28, 1755. 

Sir : 

I  had  the  Honor  to  write  you  two  days  ago,  that  the  Indians  had 
attackd  and  distroyd  some  of  the  Frontier  settlements  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  I  have  this  day  Received  intelligence  that  a  great  Number 
of  French  and  Indians  were  on  this  side  the  Allegany  mountaio, 
moving  towards  this  Province,  and  that  a  party  of  them  had  siace 
Crossd  the  River  Susquehannah,  and  distroyd  some  Settlemento 
about  one  Hundred  miles  from  Philad%  the  particulars  of  w^^  I  have 
s^nt  to  M'.  Penn.  Upon  this  Intelligence,  I  have  summoned  tbe 
Assembly  to  meet  me  on  y"  Z^  of  November,  and  hope  the  Danger  the 

♦See  petition  of  Waitman  Sipple,— Colon.  Records.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  417. 
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people  are  in  will  induce  them  to  do  something  for  their  safety  & 
defence. 

Should  these  French  &  Indians  be  Scalping  Partjs,  they  will 
distrby  a  few  families  and  retire.  But  if  there  should  be  any  num- 
ber of  re^Iar  Troops  with  the  Indians,  they  will  make  a  very  great 
progress  in  a  country  circumstanced  as  this  is,  without  a  militia  or 
any  thing  necessary  for  its  defence. 

I  have  only  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  do  every  thing  in  my  power 
to  oppose  the  enemy,  and  to  protect  the  people  committed  to  my 
charge,  and  shall  inform  you  from  time  to  time  of  what  is  done. 

and  am  S'. 

Indorsed. 

Dfl  to  S'  Thomas  Robinson— -That  the  French  &  Indians  were  at 
the  Alleghany  Hillsi  moving  towards  Pensilv* ;  that  a  Party  Had 
pasd  Susque*  &  distroyed  some  Settlem*'.  That  I  had  Calld  the  As* 
sembly.    Octo'  28, 1756. 

Dft  to  S'  Tho*.  Robinson;  Octo^  28, 1755,  by  a  Ship  to  Liver- 
pool.    Copy. 


John  Harris  to  B.  Peters,  1755. 

Paxton,  Oot^28%  1765. 

Sir: 

I  rece'  your  Letter  &  shall  observe  the  Contents.  Here  is  malin* 
ooUy  news  w*^  I  have  wrote  to  his  honour  our  Governor,  if  there 
was  Encouragement  for  1000  or  1500  men,  to  meet  the  Enemy  & 
build  a  fort  some  place  up  Sasquehanah,  I  Imagine  that  a  Number 
of  men  will  go  at  their  own  Ezpence  to  assist. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  most  Humble  Serv*, 

JOHN  HARRIS. 

P.  S.  I  shall  endeavour  to  keep  out  a  few  Mohawks  thats  hero 
as  Spies,  &  the  belt  of  Wampum  promised  to  send  out  some,  but  it 
was  our  River  Indians  &  some  Scouts  from  the  French  army,  atp 
tacked  us  at  M'.  Pens  CreeLr  Y" 

f  H. 
Directed, 

To  Rich'  Peters,  Esq':,  In  Philad*. 

IndoTged. 
John  Harris,  20*^  8ber,  1755. 

*  See  his  loss  letter  to  Gov.  M.,  in  Colon.  Records,  Vol.  VI.  pp.  645, 
654-5. 
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Copy  op  Act  op  Rhode  Island  appointing  Commission- 
ers TO  MEET  Gen.  Shiblet,  1755. 

AN  ACT  appointing  and  empowering  Commissioners  in  Bebalf  of 
this  Colony,  to  meet  with  his  Excellency  Major  General  Shirley, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  all  his  MajestVs  Forces  in  North  Ame- 
rica, and  the  Commissioners  that  may  be  appointed  by  the  other 
Northern  Colonies. 


Whereas,  the  Multitude  of  Encroachments  made  by  the  French 
on  the  undoubted  Dominions  of  his  Britanick  Majesty  in  North 
America,  hath  necessitated  the  Colonies  to  rise  in  their  own  Defence, 
and  endeavour  to  remove  such  dangerous  Neighbours  tp  a  greater 
Distance  :  And,  as  the  disunited  State  of  the  English  Colonies  is 
such  as  renders  it  impracticable  for  them  to  exert  their  natural. 
Strength  against  the  common  Enemy  in  any  other  manner  than  that 
of  a  general  Meeting  by  Representatives,  to  consult  and  provide 
means  for  their  common  Defence  &  Safety :  Wherefore,  to  contri- 
bute towards  so  salutary  a  Measure^  so  far  as  the  abilities  of  this 
Colony  will  admit. 

Be  it  enacted  by  this  Oeneral  Assembly,  and  by  the  Authority 
thereof,  it  is  enacted  that  his  Honor  the  Governor,  and  Daniel  Up- 
dike, Esq'.,  be  and  they  are  hereby  chosen  and  appointed  Commis- 
sioners for  and  in  Behalf  of  this  Colony,  with  full  Power  &  Autho- 
rity to  appear  and  represent  the  same  at  any  meeting  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  other  British  Northern  Colonies,  with  his  Excel- 
lency above  named,  and  with  them  to  concert  proper  Measures  for 
quartering,  subsisting,  furloughing,  or  discharging  the  provincial 
Troops  now  in  the  Field ;  to  concert  proper  Measures  that  the  Cam- 
paign may  be  rendered  successful  this  Year  or  in  the  next  Spring ; 
to  contrive  and  establish  proper  Ways  and  Means  for  supplying  the 
present  or  any  future  provincial  Armies  with  Provisions  and  other 
Necessaries ;  to  agree  upon  and  settle  the  Proportion  and  Quota  of 
this  and  the  other  Colonies  concerned  in  the  present  Expeditioo 
against  Crovm  Point,  for  and  towards  the  said  Expedition,  and  to 
agree  upon  a  joint  Application  unto  his  Majesty  for  the  obtaining 
such  assistance  to  his  Colonies  as  may  enable  them  to  repel  their 
eommon  Enemy,  and  put  in  Execution  such  Measures  as  will  effect- 
ually establish  the  peace  and  Tranquility  of  his  Majestys  good  Sub- 
jects in  North  America.    And  in  Case  no  such  general  Convention 
of  the  B^presentatives  of  the  Governments  in  North  America  shall 
be  had,  that  the  Commissioners  above  named  shall  have  and  hereby 
is  granted  them  equal  Authority  to  meet  and  act  at  any  Convention 
of   the  GH)vernments    immediately  concerned  in  the .  Expedition 
against  Crown  Point  that  shall  be  agreed  upon,  and  that  as  fally 
and  effeotualy  to  all  Intents  and  purposes  as  are  her^n  before  ex- 
pressed.   And  his  Honor;  the  Governor,  is  requested  to  cause  the 


PENNSYLVANIA' ARCHIVES  1755.  448 

Needful  Commissions  to  be  made  out  in  Season,  and  to  transmit  a 
Copy  of  this  Act  to  all  the  Governments  in  North  America. 
Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  &  so  forth. 

.  What  is  written  above  and  upon  the  other  side,  contains  a  tme 
Copy  of  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  said  Colony,  made  k 
pass'd  at  their  Session  in  South  Kingston,  the  last  Wednesday,  29th| 
of  October,  1755. 

Witness. 

THO.  WARD,  Secretary. 
Indoned, 

Act  of  Rhode  Island  Colony,  appointing  Commiss"  to  meet  Major 
General  Shirley. 


Wm.  Parsons  to  R.  Peters,  1755. 

Stonykiln,  Oct.  the  31st,  1755. 
Sir, 

When  I  wrote  last  to  yon,  I  informed  yon  that  I  was  engaged  in 
laying  out  the  Road  from  Easton  to  Reading.  When  I  was  got  as 
far  as  Reading,  it  was  hard  to  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the 
Plantation,  where  I  got  the  last  Fryday  afternoon,  and  pansed  that 
Day  and  Saturday  and  Sunday,  with  great  satisfaction ;  but  on  Mon- 
day, I  heard  a  Rumour  of  Thomas  Moekee's  Engagement  with  some 
strange  Indians.  I  had  heard  before  of  some  murder  having  been 
committed  by  them  on  the  West  Side  of  Susquiihanah,  near  Sfaamo- 
kin.  Monday  Evning  I  received  an  Express  from  Mr.  Weiser,  in- 
forming me  that  he  had  summoned  the  people  to  go  and  oppose  the 
Indians,  and  desired  me  to  meet  a  large  Company  near  the  Foot  of 
tbe  Mountain  in  the  Shamoking  Road,  while  he  went  with  about 
800  to  Pextang.  When  I  oame  to  the  Company  at  the  Foot  of  the 
Mountain,  about  100  in  all,  I  found  one  half  of  them  without  any 
Powder  or  Lead.  However,  I  advised  them  to  go  forward,  and  them 
that  had  no  ammunition  I  advised  to  take  Axes,  in  order  to  make  a 
breast  work  of  Trees  for  their  Security  at  Night ;  and  the  next  day 
I  advised  they  should  go  forward  to  the  Upper  Gap  of  Swarotawro, 
and  there  to  make  another  Breast  work  of  Trees,  and  to  stay  there 
two  or  three  Days,  in  order  to  oppose  the  Enemy  if  they  should  at- 
tempt to  come  that  way ;  which  if  they  bad  done,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  what  has  since  happened  would  have  been  prevented.  I  pro- 
mised them  to  go  to  Tulpehookon,  &  provide  Powder  and  Lead,  and 
a  sufficient  Quantity  of  Bread,  to  be  sent  immediately  after  them. 
But  they  went  no  farther  than  to  the  Top  of  the  Mountain,  and 
there  those  that  had  amunition,  spent  most  of  it  in  shooting  up  into 
the  Air,  and  then  returned  back  again,  firing  all  the  way,  to  the 
great  Terror  of  all  the  Inhabitants  thereabout,  and  this  was  the  Qase 
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yr'iih  almost  all  the  others,  beiog  about  500  in  different  parts  of  i\i6 
Neighboarhood ;  there  was  another  Company  who  came  from  the 
lower  part  of  Bern  Township,  as  far  as  Mr.  Freame's  Manor.    So 
that  when  I  came  to  Tulpehockony  I  found  the  People  there  than 
they  were  near  the  Mountain.     For  when  they  saw  me  come  alone, 
thay  were  overjoyed,  having  heard  that  we  were  all  destroyed,  and 
that  the  Enemy  were  just  at  their  Backs,  ready  to  destroy  them.  At 
Tulpehooken,  there  was  no  lead  to  be  had  ;  all  that  could  be  got 
from  Reading,  was  taken  to  Pextang.     I  therefore  ^nt  an  express 
over  to  Lancaster  to  Mr.  Shippen,  that  Ev'ning,  desiring  him  to  send 
me  some  Lead.     He  sent  me  7  lib,  being  all  that  the  Towns  people 
were  willing  to  part  with,  as  they  were  themselves  under  great  ap- 
prehensions.    I  also  procured  201b  of  Powder,  papered  up  in  ilbs, 
and  ordered  out  a  quantity  of  Bread  near  the*  Mountains,  bnt  when 
I  returned  home,  I  learnt  that  my  People  had  given  over  the  pur- 
suit, in  the  manner  above  mentioned.     I  have  since  distributed  a 
good  deal  of  the  powder  &  Lead,  and  the  Bread  I  ordered  to  the 
poor  People  who  are  removing  from  their  Settlem^  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Mountain,  from  whence  the  People  have  been  removing  all 
this  Week.     It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  Confusion  and  distress 
of  those  unhappy  people.     Our  Roads  are  continually  full  of  Tra- 
vellers.    Those  on  the  other  side  of  the  Men,  Women  &  Children, 
most  of  them  barefoot,  have  been  obliged  to  cross  those  terrible 
Mountains  with  what  little  they  could  bring  with  them  in  so  long  a 
Journey  thro'  w^ys  almost  impassable,  to  get  to  the  Inhabitants  on 
this  side.    Whilst  those  who  live  on  this  side  near  the  Mountain, 
are  removing  their  Efiects  to  Tulpehocken.     Those  at  Tulpehockon 
are  removing  to  Reading,  and  many  at  Reading  are  moving  nigher 
to  Philada.,  and  some  of  them  it  is  said  quite  to  Philada.     This  is 
the  present  unhappy  Situation  of  Pennsylvania.     Yesterday  after- 
noon I^  was  informed  that  Adam  Rees  was  come  from  over  the  Moun- 
tains, and  reported  that  he  had  been  at  the  House  of  Henry  Hart- 
man,  who  he  saw  lying  dead,  having  his  scalpt.     I  sent  for  him,  and 
before  5  o'clock  this  morning  he  came  to  me,  and  told  me  that  be- 
tween 11  &  12  o'clock  yesterday,  being  then  at  Home  at  his  planta- 
tion on  the  West  side  of  Swatawro,  about  9  miles  from  my  House, 
&  about  5  miles  from  the  nearest  Settlem*  on  this  Side  the  Hills,  be 
heard  three  Guns  fired,  towards  Henry  Hartman's  plantation,  which 
made  him  suspect  that  something  more  than  Ordinary  was  the  occa- 
sion of  that  firing.     Whereupon,  he  took  his  Gun  and  went  to  Hart- 
man's  House,  being  about  a  quarter  of  a  Mile  from  hi8^)wn,  where 
he  found  Hartman  lying  dead,  irith  his  face  to  the  Ground,  and  all 
the  Skin  scalpt  from  his  Head.  He  did  not  stay  to  examine  in  what 
manner  he  was  killed,  bnt  made  the  best  of  his  Way  through  the 
Woods  to  this  Side  the  Mountains.  He  told  me  further,  that  he  had 
made  Oath  before  Adam  Rood,  Esquire,  of  the  whole  matter.    This 
Day  I  set  out  with  some  of  my  Neighbours  to  go  and  view  the  plftee, 
and  to  see  the  Certainty  of  the  Matter^  and  to  assist  in  burying  the 
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Dead  Body.  Mr.  Heed  had  appointed  the  people  abont  him  to  go 
with  him  for  that  parpose,  &  we  intended  to  meet  them  at  the  place, 
bj  waj  of  Shamokinjioad.  When  got  to  the  Top  of  thb  Mountain, 
we  met. with  7  or  8  men,  who  told  us  they  had  been  about  2  or  3 
miles  further  along  the  Road,  and  had  discovered  two  dead  men  lying 
near  the  Road,  about  2  or  300  yards  from  each  other,  and 
that  both  were  scalpt ;  Whereupon,  I  advised  to  go  to  the  place 
where  these  two  men  were,  and  with  great  difficulty  we  prevailed 
with  the  others  to  go  back  with  us,  being  then  26  men  strong; 
when  we  came  to  the  place,  I  saw  both  the  men  lying  dead, 
and  all  the  Skin  of  their  Heads  were  scalpt  off,  one  of  them 
we  perceived  had  been  shot  thro'  the  Leg,  we  did  not  examine 
further,  but  got  some  Tools  from  a  Settlem*  that  was  just  by,  and 
dag  a  Grave  and  buryed  them  both  together  in  their  Cloaths,  just  as 
we  had  found  them,  to  prevent  their  being  torn  to  pieces  &  devoured 
by  wild  Beasts.  There  4  or  5  persons.  Women  and  Children,  yet 
missing ;  one  of  the  dead  men  had  been  over  on  this  Side  the  Moun- 
tain with  his  Family,  and  was  returning  with  his  Daughter  to  fetch 
some  of  their  Effects  that  were  left  behind.  She  is  missing  for  one. 
It  is  not  for  me  to  describe  the  Horror  &  Confusion  of  the  People' 
here,  and  of  Country  in  General,  you  can  best  imagine  that  in  your 
own  Mind;  but  where  will  these  Proceedings  endr  For  myself,  I 
do  not  know  whether  I  shall  stay  where  I  am,  or  leave  all  that  I  have 
to  be  destroyed  by  those  Barbarians,  or  to  be  plundered  by  wicked 
People  amongst  ourselves. 

I  am. 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 

WM.  PARSONS. 
Rich*  Peters,  Esq'. 

Direction. 
To  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 

JtifJorsedf 

Wm.  Parsons  to  Rich*  Peters,  Esq.,  Dated  Oct'  ye  Slat,  Reo* 
Nov  y  2*,  1755.    Read  in  Council,  2d  Nov. 

*  See  letter  from  Win.  P.  to  Rev.  Mr.  Coat,  same  date,  and  another  to 
Adam  Reed,  Nov.  1,  in  Colon.  Rec.  Vol  VI.  p.  668. 
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Gov.  DiKWIBDIE  TO  Qov.  MORIUS,  1755. 

Williamsburg^  Oct.  Slat,  1755. 
Sir, 

Your  Fav».  of  the  8*^*  by  Doct.  Hill,  I  received  Yesterday.  Am 
Heartily  sorry  for  the  Unmannerly  Treatment  of  your  House  of  As- 
sembly to  you,  &  that  it  still  subsists  very  much  to  the  Prejudice  of 
the  necessary  &  just  Expedition,  to  the  Prejudice  of  His  Majestyi 
&  the  Protection  &  Welfare  of  these  Colonies. 

The  Retreat  of  Col.  Dunbar,*  his  marching  all  the  Regulars  from 
our  Frontiers,  even  the  thrq^B  Independent  Companies  sent  by  his 
Majesty's  direct  orders  to  my  Command,  has  diffused  so  much  Dis- 
content and  uneasiness  among  all  ranks  of  People  here^  that  I  have 
great  Difficulty  to  keep  them  in  moderate  Temper. 

The  Consequence  of  his  Retreat,  occasioned  a  general  Desertion 
among  the  Provincial  Troops ;  the  Enemy  thereon  have  invaded  oar 
Frontiers,  murdered  &  taken  off  about  eighty  of  our  frontier  Settlcni, 
burning '&  destroying  their  Houses,  &c.  The  Surprise  &  Fear  in 
our  People  was  not  more  on  the  first  Ace' ts  of  the  Defeat  of  Oeneral 
BraddocK,  than  at  this  Step  of  Colonel  Dunbar's,  &  in  Duty  I  have 
been  obliged  to  represent  it  to  the  Ministry.  Col.  Dunbar's  long 
stay  with  von,  prevented  I  conceive,  the  Service  Oen'l  Shirley  pro- 
posed, or  had  in  View,  by  ordering  him  directly  to  Albany,  where 
he  must  now  remain  in  Winter  Quarterp. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  Success  of  Oen.  Johnson,  which  un- 
doubtedly is  of  essential  Service ;  if  the  Enemy  had  succeeded,  what 
was  to  *  have  hindered  them  from  cutting  off  6en>  Shirley,  taking 
Albahy,  &  proceeding  wherever  they  thought  proper.  We  should 
therefore  be  thankful  for  that  brave  Officer's  Success.  I  want  much 
to  hear  what  Gen*  Johnson  has  further  done,  if  he  marched  to  Crown 
Point,  or  entrenched  himself  for  this  Winter,  to  be  ready  for  Action 
in  the  Spring ;  as  to  Oen^  Shirley,  I  presume  he  has  laid  aside  any 
Thoughts  of  Action  till  the  Spring.  I  received  a  Letter  from  him 
proposing  a  Meeting  of  Commissioners  from  each  Government,  at 
New  York^  next  Month.  I  immediately  called  the  Assembly,  & 
pressed  them  strongly  tp  appoint  two  from  their  House,  but  they 
immediately  made  a  Resolve  against  it,  saying  they  had  raised  all 
the  Money  they  could  to  Pay  and  Maintain  the  Forces  in  the  Ser- 
vice of  this  Dominion.  As  you  go  there,  I  think  a  full  Representa- 
tion of  the  Backwardness  of  the  two  Proprietary  Governments,  sboald 
be  laid  before  the  Ministry.  I  have  repeatedly  mentioned  the  Mis- 
fortunes attending  the  Expedition,  or  their  bad  conduct. 

I  wish  Capt.  Orme  a  good  Passage  Home,  &  I  doubt  not  he  wiU 

*  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VI.,  pp.  602,  603. 
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represent  Things  in  their  proper  Colonrs.    I  wait  with  Impatienee 
io  bear  from  Home,  with  orders  what  is  to  be  done  next  year. 
I  wish  you  Health  &  HappineWy  &  am  most  Sincerely, 

Sir, 

Yonr  most  obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

KOBT.  DINWIDDIR 

Gov.  Morris. 

Indanedj 

Gov.  Dinwiddie,  81  ^ber,  1755. 


Gov.  MoBRis  TO  Mr.  Hamilton,  1755.* 

I>.  Sir  : 

The  last  Express  to  Lancaster,  went  away  at  snch  a  time  that  it 
was  not  possible  for  me  to  write  by  him,  and  I  directed  Mr.  Peters, 
to  write  and  make  my  apology,  but  he  neglected  it. 

We  have  been  some  time  without  hearing  from  the  back  settle- 
ment, jvhich  gives  us  hopes  that  the  Indians  have  stoped  their  Pro- 
gress tor  the  present,  but  the  little  resistanoe  they  have  met  with  in 
their  late  ravages  will  certainly  encourage  them  and  others  to  make 
ns  frequent  visits. 

The  assembly  arid  Jnst  in  the  same  temper  they  were  in  their  an* 
8wer  to  my  first  message,  they  talk  of  redressing  the  Injury's  the 
Indians  have  received,  and  of  regaining  the  friendship  of  those  that 
are  now  employed  against  them,  and  have  sent  me  a  Bill  for  raising 
fifty  thousand  pounds  in  four  years,  by  a  tax  of  sixpence  upon  the 
pound. 

The  People  as  usual  are  much  with  them,  and  grow  clamorous  as 
I  have  been  told,  and  have  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  leaders 
mean  to  carry  things  great  lengths. 

On  Saturday  Last  as  I  was  setting  off  to  Joyn  you  at  Lancaster^ 
Scaroriedy  and  another  Indian  came  to  town  with  Mr.  Wicser,  and 
Disiring  to  speak  to  me  in  publick,  I  sent  for  the  assembly  and  Cor- 
poration, and  Scaroiady  having  mentioned  the  motions  of  the  French 
and  their  Indians,  and  the  attachment  of  himself  &  the  other  In- 
dians upon  Susquahana,  to  ye  Eoglish.  He  proceeded  to  demand 
of  the  government  what  we  intended  to  do  upon  the  present  occa- 
Bion,  whether  we  would  fight  or  not,  and  whether  they  our  friendly 
Indians  were  to  expect  any  assistance  from  us  or  take  care  of  them- 
nelves.  That  this  was  a  dangerous  time  and  therefore  insisted  upon 
an  explicit  k  lesAj  answer,  that  they  might  govern  themselves  . 

*  Then  *<  at  Lancaster,  in  November.*' 
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accordingly.  Upon  this  I  de^red  the  speaker  and  members  to  retan 
to  their  House  &  enable  me  to  make  a  proper  answer  to  the  applica- 
tion, and  on  Monday  sent  them  a  strong  message  upon  the  Head, 
which  has  produced  no  good  effect  as  they  only  referr  n^e  to  the  Bill 
they  had  sent  me,  which  they  insist  on  my  passing. 

I  have  order'd  a  quantity  of  Powder  and  lead  to  be  sent  to  Mr. 
Shippcn  at  Lancaster,  which  you  will  please  to  order  to  be  distributed 
in  what  manner  you  please. 

Indorsed. — To  Mr.  Hamilton^  when  he  was  at  Lancaster  in  Nov. 
1755. 


Sundry  Persons  at  York,  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

May  it  please  your  Honour,  0 

We  receiv'd  snndrie  Ace**  lately,  all  ooncuring  in  this,  that  a  num- 
erous Body  of  Indians  &  some  French  are  in  this  Province,  which 
has  put  the  Inhabitants  here  in  the  greatest  Confusion,  the  principal 
of  whom  have  met  sundrie  Times,  &  on  examination  find  that  many 
of  us  have  neither  Arms  nor  Ammunition.  p 

Herewith  we  send  a  Copy  of  an  Express  just  arived  from  John 
Harris's  Ferry,  by  Way  of  James  Anderson,  with  Intelligence  that 
the  Indians  are  encamp'd  up  Susquehannah  within  a  Day  or  two's 
March « of  that  Place  and  'tis  probable,  before  this  comes  to  Hand, 
Part  of  these  back  Counties  may  be  destroyed. 

•  We  believe  there  are  Men  enough  willing  to  bear  Arms  &  go  out 
against  the  Enemy,  were  they  supplied  with  Arms,  Ammunition  &a 
reasonable  Allowance  for  their  Time,  but  without  this,  at  least  Arms 
and  Ammunition,  we  fear  little  to  purpose  can.be  done. 

If  some  Measures,  are  not  speedily  fallen  upon,  we  must  either  sit 
at  home  till  we  are  butchered  without  Mercy  or  Resistance,  run 
away,  or  go  out  a  confused  Multitude  destitute  of  Arms  &  Am  muni* 
tion  &  without  Discipline  or  proper  Officers,  or  any  way  fixed  on  to 
be  supplied  with  Provisions, 

In  short  we  know  not  what  to  do,  &  have  not  much  Time  to  de- 
liberate. 

As  the  Company  who  go,  from  this  Town  &  the  Parts  adjacent, 
to  Morrow,  to  the  Assistance  of  the  Inhabitants  on  our  Frontiers, 
will  take  almost  all  our  Arms  &  Ammunition  with  them,  We  hum- 
bly pray  your  Honour  to  order  us  some  Arms  &  Ammunition,  other- 
wise we  must  desert  our  Habitations. 

We  have  sent  the  Bearer  Express  with  this  Letter,  and  also  a 
Petition  to  the  Assembly;  which  our  People  were  signing,  when  the 
Express  came  to  Hand. 
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Vfe  bumblj  hope  voar  Honour  will  ezciue  this  Freedom,  which 
our  Distress  has  obliged  us  to  use,  and  beg  leave  to  subscribe  our- 
selves. 

Honoured  Sir^ 

your  most  obedient 

Humble  Ser?^ 

Geo.  Stevenson. 
Hub.  Updegraej". 
Thos.  Annob. 
James  Smith. 
John  Adlum. 

J^cforsec?.— 'Letter  from  the  Magistrates  of  York  Oountj,  to  the 
Gov. 

York  Saturday  11  o'clock,  P.  M. 
1-*  Nor.  1755. 


Geobos  Stevenson  to  H.  Peters,  1755, 

I^  Sir,       . 

By  the  Expresses  which,  I  suppose,  more  than  Daily  come  to  y' 
Hand  from  the  Frontier  Parts  of  this  Province,  you  can  conceive 
the  Confusion,  Horror  &  Distress,  with  which  every  Breast  is  filled ; 
All  possible  Attempts  have  been  made  here  to  Stockade  this  Town, 
but  in  Vain,  on  Receipt  of  the  Governors  Summon  I  dispatch'd  the 
Sub  Sheriff  to  David  McConaughy's,  knowing  that  M'.  Hamilton 
was  over  the  Hills,  I  doubt  he  will  not  go  down,  his  Family  & 
Neighbours  being  in  such  Consternation. 

I'm  inform'd  Jobn  &  Ja*.  Wright  do  not  go,  We  have  sent  down 
a  Petition  by  the  Bearer  signM  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  Hour,  whilst 
we  were  yet  signing  it  We  reced  the  Express  from  Harris's,  a  Copy 
of  which  we  have  sent  to  the  Governor,  together  with  a  Letter,  five 
of  us  have  made  bold  to  write  to  him  on  this  Important  Subject  I 
beg  you  ^111  use  your  Influence  with  the  Governor  and  M'.  Allen, 
to  whom  I  made  free  to  write  two  days  ago,  I  am  so  fatigued  with 
the  People,  &  His  now  so  late  that  I  must  conclude. 

D'S', 

y'  most  obliged 

&  obedient  Serv*, 

GEO.  STEVENSON. 

York,  12  O'clock,  Saturday  Night,  !•*  Nov.,  1755. 
M'.  Peters. 

Indorsed. 
George  Stevenson,  1**  Nov',  1755. 
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Gov.  MoBRis  TO  THE  Neighboubing  Govebnors,  1755. 

Sir,  - 

By  the  enclosed  Intelligence  you  will  see  that  the  ladiaos  bare 
pass'd  the  Sasquehana  and  laid  waste  the  Settlements,  at  a  place 
calld  Tulpehockin,  which  was  one  of  the  best  peopled  and  most 
fruitful  parts  of  this  Province,  and  lyes  within  about  seventy  miles 
.of  this  city.  The  People,  who  are  under  no  kind  of  Dieqiplinej  and 
mostly  without  arms,  are  flying  before  them  and  leaving  the  Country 
to  their  mercy.  By  the  manner  of  y«  attacks  these  savages  have 
made  upon  the  different  parts  of  this  Province,  there  is  reason  to 
believe  their  main  body  is  more  murdrous  than  Scalping  partys  ge- 
nerally are,  and  as  they  destroy  Cattle  &  HorseSi  and  bum  &  de^ 
stroy  every  thing  before  them,  it  seems  to  be  their  intention  to  dis- 
able us  from  furnishing  Provisions  &  y*  expected  Assistance  in  an- 
other Campaign  against  Fort  Duquesne,  for  which  this  Province  was 
certainly  most  conveniently  situated  and  best  circumstanoed,  but  will 
itself  stand  in  need  of  the  aid.  of  the  other  Colonys^  if  these  cruel 
ravages  are  6u£fered  to  go  on^  which  I  am  much  alfraid  the  pacifick 
dispositioa  of  my  Assembly  will  suffer  them  to  do,  as  they  have 
been  now  sitting  a  fortnight  without  doing  any  thing  to  the  purpoae. 

Jndor^ed. 
Draught  Lro  to  y"  NjigUbjuring  Gov",  Njv',  1755.  ^ 


Petition  fbom  Lancastbb,  1755* 

May  it  please  Yo'  Honour : 

The  Enclosed  letter  from  M'.  Allison,  with  the  annexed  copy,  we 
have  just  now  reced  by  Express,  by  which  yo'  Hon'  will  be  able  to 
judge  of  the  Melancholy  &  Distressed  Situation  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  &  the  g^her  Frontier  County's  of  this  Province.  There  are 
not  one  half  of  the  People  of  this  Cbunty  who  have  Arms,  and 
there  is  not  Amunition  by  any  means  sufficient  for  those  that  have. 
We  beg  Yo'  Honours  assistance  in  furnishing  those  that  are  willing 
to  do  their  Utmost  for.  the  defence  of  their  Family's  &  Bleeding 
Country,  in  such  mannet  as  tinie  and  opportunity  will  admit;  And 
as  we  are  thus  destitute  of  all  manner  of  Warlike  Stores,  and  in  a 
great  degree  seperate  and  disunited  by  means  of  our  distant  abodes, 
and  for  want  of  some  plan  of  operation  amongst  us }  Tho'  many  are 
well  disposed.  Unless  some  Supplies  are  Speedily  sent  to  oppose  the 
progress  of  the  Enemy,  We,  in  Lancaster,  as  well  as  many  more 
must  shortly  Evacuate  our  places  of  abode.  We  are  with  the  Vtr 
most  respect, 

Yo'  Hon"  most  Ob*  Hble  Servants, 
Bobeet  Thompson,  GEOBaE  Ross, 

JonN  Matuer,  Junr.,  Joseph  Shippen,  JudT. 

^  -'^c',  !•*  Nov',  1755,  6  o'Clock,  P.  M. 
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F.  S.    Yoa  have  also  enclosed  a  copy  of  an  Affidavit^  the  original 
"whereof  was  sent  by  John  Harris  to  M^  Franklin. 
Directed. 

To  The  Honble  Robert  Hanter  MorriS;  Esq'.,  Ck>vemor  of  the 
Provinoe  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  Express  on  His  Majesty's  Service. 
Indorsed. 

Robert  Thompson,  John  Mather,  jun'.,  &c.,  1"*  Novem',  1755 :  6 
©'Clock,  P.  M. 

To  the  Govemoar. 

Reo4  Sunday,  2  Novem',  1755.* 

JKead  in  Council,  2*^  Nov'. 


Gov.  MoRKis  TO  Gov.  Sharpe,  1755. 

Sunday  evening,  Nov.  2*. 
Gov'  Sharpe. 

I  had  the  &vour  of  yours  this  morning,  and^  was  in  hopes  yon 
"woald  have  been  here  this  day,  but  imagine  the  Badness  of  the  wea- 
ther prevented  you  from  moving  so  soon  or  as  fast  as  you  intended. 

I  am  sorry  the  Affairs  of  my  Province  are  such  that  I  cannot  have  the 

Jleasure  of  attending  you  to  New  York,  which  I  fully  intended  to 
ave  done,  but  the  enclosed  intelligence  will  shew  you  what  circum- 
stances  we, are  in,  and  my  Assembly  meets  to-morrow  upon  the  oo- 
€»sion,  what  they  will  do  time  must  discover;  btit  if  they  hav<!  any 
regard  for  the  Lives  and  safety  of  their  Constituents,  they  will  cer- 
tainly strengthen  the  Hands  of  the  Government,  so  as  to  enable  it 
to  repell  these  cruel  invasions.  I  expect  you  will  honour  me  with 
your  Company  at  my  House,  and  I  have  a  bed  for  M'.  Redout. 

The  sherrif  of  this  city  &  county  waits  on  you  to  conduct  you. 
Indorsed. 

Df*  to  Gov  Sharpe,  sent  by  the  Sheriff.    Nov'  2*,  1755.   - 


Copy — John  Armstrong  to  Gov.  1755. 

Carlisle,  2d  Novem',  1755. 
Honoured  Sir : 

Yesterday  Monaghatootha  and  Andrew  Montour  came  to  John 
Harris's  Ferry  from  Shamokin,  and  being  eiuimined  before  divers 
p'spns  assembled  there  for  Intelligence,  said  : 

That  about  thirteen  days  ago  the  Delawifres  sent  for  Andrew  Mon- 
tour k  Monacatootha  to  come  up  to  them  at  the  Great  Island,  who 

*Sw  Vol.  VI.,  p.  670. 
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immediately  set  out  with  three  other  Indians,  and  there  found  six 
Delawares  and  four  Shawnese.  The  Delawares  informed  them  that 
a  Hatchet  was  sent  them  by  the  French  to  kil]  Oame  with,  and  to 
be  made  use  of  against  their  Brothers,  the  English,  if  they  proved 
Saucy  or  troublesome  to  them ;  and  farther  said,  they  had  reoeived 
the  Hatchet  and  were  determined  to  Use  it  against  the  English  while 
any  of  them  lived  to  lift  it  up.  The  two  Delawares  who  brought  the 
Hatchet  further  said : 

That  about  twenty  one  days  ago  a  large  number  of  the  Indiani 
and  about  100  French,  supposed  to  make  about  1500  men,  set  out 
from  Fort  DuCain  in  order  to  destroy  as  many  of  the  Inhabitants 
Eastward  of  the  Alegheny  hills  as  they  could ;  and  that  Eight  days 
before  the  main' Body  left  the  Fort,  Scouting  parties  were  sent  out 
before  them,  some  of  whom  Andrew  says  must  have  Killed  the  Men 
in  Harris's  Company ;  that  we  should  be  prepared  to  receive  them 
every  hour,  for  that  they  were  certainly  nigh  Us,  and  would  not  re- 
turn this  Winter.  Montour  said  He  thought  Lancaster  would  scarcely 
defend  itself  by  next  Christmas. 

They  both  gave  it  as  their  Opinion,  that  a  Fort  should  immedi- 
ately be  Errected  at  Shamokin;  they  said  our  own  Neglect  had 
brought  all  this  upon  us ;  That  the  Delawares  being  asked  why  thejF 
took  up  the  Hatchet  said,  the  English  had  for  some  time  called  them 
Frenchmen,  &  yet  fell  upon  no  mesures  to  defend  themselves,  where- 
fore they  tfaoueht  it  not  safe  to  stick  by  Us,  and  would  now  Fub« 
lickly  declare  themselves  Frenchmen. 

That  Scaronady  Enquiring  from  Geo.  Croghan,  was  answered  by 
Hr.  Buohannan,  he  was  Fortifyd  at  Aghwich,  whereupon  the  Indian 
desired  Mr.  Buchannan  to  give  him  speedy  Notice  to  remove,  or  be 
would  certainly  be  killed.  They  say  Carlisle  is  Severely  threatened, 
and  Adviseth  that  the  Women  &  Children  be  removed. 

At  four  o'clock  this  afternoon,  by  Express  from  Conegochege,  we 
are  informed  that  yesterday  about  100  Indiaiis  were  seen  in  the 
great  Cove,  among  whom  was  Shinggas,  the  Delaware  King;  that 
'  immediately  after  the  discovery,  as  many  as  had  notice  fled,  and 
looking  back  from  an  high  Hill,  they  Beheld  their  Houses  on  Fire, 
heard  several  Guns  fired,  and  the  last  Scrieks  of  their  dying  Neigh- 
bours.    'Tis  said  the  Enemy  divided,  and  one  part  moved  toward 
the  Canallawais.     Mr.  Hamilton  was  here  with  60  Men  from  York 
County  when  the  Express  came,  and  is  to  march  Early  to-morrow  to 
the  upper  part  of  the  County.     We  have  sent  out  Expresses  Every 
where  &  intQAid  to  Collect  the  forces  of  this  lower  part,  expecting  the 
Enemy  every  moment  at  Shareman's  Valley,  if  not  nearer  hand.   Tni 
of  opinion,  that  no  other  means  than  a  Chain  of  Block  Houses*  along 
or  near  the  south  side  of  the  Killatinny  Mountains,  from  Sasqae- 
hannah  to  the  Temporary  Line,  can  Secure  the  Lives  and  properties 
even  of  the  old  Inhabitants  of  this  County,  the  new  Settlements  be- 

*  This  advice  probably  led  to  the  erection  of  the  different  forts  hereafter 
referred  to.    See  Col.  Records,  Vol.  YL  p.  669. 
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xDg  all  fled  eioept.  Shareman^s  YaUej,  whom  (if  Ood  do  not  pro* 
^erre)  we  fear  will  Suffer  very  soon. 

I  am  your  Honottr's 

disconsolate  Humble  Servant 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

^  N.  B — It  now  appears  there  are  but  Eight  of  Harris's  Company 
Ikilled  and  drowned. 

Jndoned. — Copy  John  Armstrong's  Lfe.  2d  Noyember,  1755.* 


Conrad  Wkiser  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Heidleberg,  Nov'  the  2d,  ) 
at  Night,  1755.  J 

Honoured  Sir : 

I  am  going  out  Early  next  morning  with  a  Company  of  men,  how 
many  I  can't  tell  as  yet,  to  bring  away  the  few  &  distressed  familys 
on  the  north  side  of  Kittidany  hills  yet  alive,  (If  there  is  yet  alive 
such ;)  they  Crie  aloud  for  assistance,  and  I  shall  give  as  my  opinion 
to-morrow  in  public  meeting  of  the  township  Heidleberg,  and  TuU 
pehockin,  that  they  few  that  are  alive  and  remaining  there  (the  most 
part  is  Come  away)  shall  be  forwarned  to  Come  to  the  South  side  of 
the  hills,  and  we  will  Convey  them  to  this  side.     If  I  don't  go  over 
the  hills  myself,  I  will  see  the  men  so  far  as  the  hills,  and  give  such 
advise  as  I  am  able  to  do ;  there  can  be  no  force  used,  we  are  Con- 
tinually  alarmed,  and  last  night  I  received  the  account  of  And^ 
HoDtour.     Bell,  Scarioady,  and  others,  wanting  me  to  Come  up  with 
my  men  to  John  Harris's  ferry,  and  to  Consult  with  them,  I  sent 
an  account  for  my  not  Coming  with  my  Son  Samy,  who  set  off  by 
break  of  day  this  morning,  with  an  Invidation  to  the  Indians  to  Come 
down  to  my  House  for  Consultation.    The  same  Message  I  had  ven- 
tured to  send  by  George  Gabriel  I  send  by  Samy,  a  Copy  of  which . 
No.  the  very  same  I  sent  by  George  is  here  inclosed;  when  I  received 
the  letter  from  Harris's  ferry,  signed  by  several,  among  whom  was 
Mr.  J.  Galbreath  and  Mr.  J**  Ellison,  it  was  late  in  the  night,  I 
dispatch  a  Messeoger  after  George,  and  he  Came  back  this  Morning ; 
here  inclosed,  as  said  before,  is  his  Errand;  I  hope  to  see  my  Son 
back  again  to-morrow  night  with  Intelligence,  that  is  one  reason  that 
I  Can't  go  over  the  hills;  my  son  Peter  came  up  this  Evening  from 
Beading  at  the  head  of  about  fiften  men  in  order  to  accompany  me 
over  the  hills,  I  shall  let  him  go  with  the  rest;  had  we  but  good 
regulation,  with  God's  help  we  Cou'd  stand  at  our  places  of  abode,  but 
If  the  people  fail,  (which  I  am  afeard  they  will,  because  some  goes, 
A)me  wont,  some  mocks,  some  pleads  religion,  and  a  great  number 
of  Cowards,)  I  shall  think  of  myn  and  my  familys  preservation  and 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  VoL  VI.  p.  GOO. 


461  ^         PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1765. 

qait  my  place,  If  I  can  get  none  to  Stand  by  me  to  defend  my  own 
boase.  Bat  I  hope  you  will  excnse  thb  Hory,  I  have  no  Clerk  noW| 
and  had  no  -rest  these  eeveral  days  nor  nights  hardly*. 

I  am,  Hon*  Sir, 

your  obedient, 

CONRAD  WEISER. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  of  Virginia,  1755. 

Sir: 

Od  ye  29th  of  the  last  month  I  wrote  Yon  a  Letter  nnder  Cover 
to  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  to  be  dispatched  by  Express  to  Wil- 
liamsburg, that  a  large  Body  of  FreDch^nd  Indians,  to  the  numberi 
as  was  said,  of  1500,  were  seen  to  pass  the  Allegheny  Mountains, 
moviug  towards  this  Province,  and  that  a  Party  of  Indians  had  mor- 
dered  and  carried  away  25  of  our  Inhabitants,  settled  on  a  Creek 
that  runs  into  Sasquehannah,  about  25  miles  to  the  north  of  the  great 
Road  leading  from  this  City  to  Patowmao. 

I  likewise  dispatched  an  Express  to  Col.  Washington  to  inform 
him  of  this,  &  that  it  was  said  by  the  Indians,  they  intended  to  M 
on  Virginia  as  well  as  this  j'rovince. 

Andrew  Montour  &  ye  Belt  of  Wampum,  who  are  now  at  Harris's 
Ferry,  positively  says  that  a  Fort  is  to  be  begun  in  10  days  at  Sba- 
mokin,  an  important  Pass,  situate  at  the  Forks  of  ye  two  maia 
Branches  of  Sasquehannah^  ab^  35  or  40  miles  from  Harris's  Ferry. 

Yesterday  &  to-day  I  have  repeated  Expresses  to  inform  me  that 
they  had  murdered  several  of  the  Inhabitants  on  the  East  Side  of 
Sasquehannah,  &  that  the  whole  Body  of  French  and  Indians,  con- 
sisting of  1500,  wore  only  ye  3 1st  of  last  month  actually  encamped 
on  the  Sasquehannah  at  George  Gabriers,  which  is  within  30  miles 
of  Harris's  Ferry,  &  that  they  may  expect  an  at^tack  there  in  3  dajs 
at  farthest. 

Their  Scheme  seems,  by  their  motion,  to  be  to  take  Possession  of 
the  Sasquehannah,  which  We  shall  not  be  able  to  pass  without  great 
difficulty,  and  they  will  be  in  that  case  perfectly  at  Liberty  to  des- 
troy all  the  rich  Country  beyond  that,  where  there  are  many  thousands 
of  Familys  seated,  &  what  they  may  do  afterwards  Time  must  dis- 
cover. The  Inhabitants  in  general  are  in  great  Consternation,  but 
being  undisciplined,  &  mostly  without  arms,  they  can  do  very  little 
good.  By  Letters  of  ye  29th  &  30th  of  last  month,  am  informed, 
that  People  of  Aucquick  &  Juniata  are  cut  off,  and  among  others, 
George  Croghan.* 

Indorsed. — ^Dft.  Gov'  Morris's  Letter  to  Gov'  of  Virginia,  2d 
Nov,  1755,  9  o'clock,  P.  M.,  read  in  Council  2d  Nov'. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol  YI.  p.  067,  668. 
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Jambs  Burd,  to  Edward  Shippen. 

Shij^pensburg^  2'  Novem'.  1755. 

I>ear  &  Hon'.  Sir : 

^'  We  are  in  great  Confusion  here  at  present,  we  have  Seceved 
[Express  last  night  that  the  Indians  &  French,  are  in  a  large  Body 
in  the  Cove,  a  little  way  from  William  Maxwell  Esq**.,  &  that  they 
Immediately  intend  to  fall  down  upon  this  County,  we  for  these  two 
days  past  have  been  working  at  our  Fort,  here  &  Delieve  shall  work 
this  day,  this  Town  is  full  of  People,  they  being  all  moving  in  with 
their  Famillys"5  or  6  Famillys  in  a  house,  we  are  in  a  great  want  of 
Arms  &  Ammunition,  but  with  what  we  have  are  determined  to  giye 
the  Enemy  as  Warm  a  Reception  as  we  Can,' (there  has)  some  of  our 
People  been  taken  Prissoner  by  this  party,  &  have  tnade  there 
Escape  from  them  and  come  into  us  this  morning. 

As  our  Fort  goes  on  here  with  great  Vigour  and  expect  to  be  fin- 
ished in  15  days,  in  which  we  intend  to  throw  all  the  Women  and 
Children,  it  would  be  greatly  Encouraging  could  we  have  Reason  to 
expect  assistance  from  Philad",  by  private  Donation  of  Sweevells,  a 
few  great  guns,  small  arms  &  ammunition,  we  would  send  our  own 
Wagons  for  them,  &  we  dont  doubt  upon  Proper  application  but  som- 
thing  of  this  kind  will  be  done  for  us  from  Philad\ 

We  have  100  men  working  at  Fort  Morris,  with  heart  &  hand 
every  day  I  am  with  Duty  to  Dady  &  Mammy,  Love  to  Bro",  Sister 
my  dear  Wife  &  the  little  Babys,  &c. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  affectionate  Son, 

JAMES  BURD. 
Directed, — ^To  Edw.  Shippen,  Sen'  Esq.  Lancaster. 


B.  Pjbters,  to  Mr.  Till  at  New  Castle,  1755, 

Sir: 

The  Governor  orders  me  to  send  you  the  enclosed  Information  given 
by  Andrew  Montour,  &  the  Indian  called  the  Belt,  who  are  friendly 
Indians  &  now  at  Harris's  Ferry,  and  desires  you  will  give  immediate 
.Notice  thereof  to  Col'.  Armstrong,  and  it  is  the  Governors  express 
orders  that  he  immediately  forms  the  several  Companies  under  the 
Oncers  who  were  recommended  by  him  at  Newcastle,  and  he  will 
take  care  to  send  down  all  the  Commbsions  for  him  &  his  Officers, 
as  soon  as  they  are  printed. 

All  the  Intelligence  laid  before  the  assembly  at  Newcastle  is  con- 
firmed. 1 
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Please  to  send  oopiea  into  ye  other  CouDties,  &  disperae  tbem  thio 
the  County  of  Newcastle^  yt  all  may  be  made  acquainted  w*^  it. 

lam 
Sir, 

Your  humble 
Servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

P.  S. — ^If  ye  Magistrates  of  Rent  &  Sussex^  w'  send  up  their  Re- 
oommendations  of  Offioers,  from  ye  Coll.  to  ye  Engliah,  ye  Qoy',  will 
likewise  send  their  Commissions.* 

Endorsed. — Copy  of  Letters  from  Mr.  Peters  to  Mr.  Till^  for 
raising  ye  Newcastle  Militia. 

Philad% 
2*  November,  1755. 


BUROESSBS  OF  WILMINGTON,  TO     GoV.  MORRIS,   1755. 

Wilmington,  2**  November.  1755. 

May  it  Please  Your  Honouri 

The  Borrough  of  Wilmington  being  under  apprehensions  of  Dan- 
ger, from  an  Alarm  Occasion'd  by  the  Contents  of  the  Enclosed 
Paper  &  other  reports,  From  a  Tender  Regard  to  the  Inhabitantfl. 
We  the  Burgheses,  Beg  Leave  to,  Communicate  the  Same  to  Year 
Honour,  as  well  to  be  Informed  of  the  Truth  of  it  as  to  have  jour 
Directions  &  orders,  what  Particular  Measures  You  would  have  Taken 
for  our  Defence  and  Safety,  and  are  wi(h  Submission  your  Assui' 
Friends. 

EDWARD  DAWES. 

GEORGE  CROW. 

To  His  Honour, 
Robert  H.  Morris.  Esq'., 

Endorsed, — Letter  from  the  Burgeses  of  Wilmington  to  the  Go- ' 
Ternor. 

*  Pwtruotion  of  the  Great  Cote— S«e  Colon.  Boo.  Vol.  VI,  p.  868-678. 
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Got.  Mobrk  to  Gvs.  Shiblbt,  1755. 

Dear  Sir : 

Last  night  I  despatched  an  express  to  yon  with  sundry  letters  and 
papers,  relating  to  the  present  circnmstances  of  the  Proyince  and 
other  matters,  and  I  now  send  away  another  with  the  farther  Intelli- 
gence that  I  have  reoeiyed  within  this  honr,  by  which  yon  will  see 
that  the  Enemy  whose  numbers  as  still  uncertain,  are  got  much 
Higher  to  us  than  they  were  being  on  the  31**  of  last  month,  En- 
camped near  the  Snsqnehannah,  some  few  miles  to  the  northward  of 
the  great  road  leading  from  this  city  to  Carlisle,  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  from  this  place.  Their  scheme  seems  by  their  mo- 
tion to  be  to  take  Possession  of  the  Sosqnehannah,  which  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  pass  without  great  difficulty,  and  they  will  bo  in  that 
case  perfectly  at  Liberty  to  destroy  all  the  rich  country  beyond  that 
JKiyer,  where  there  are  many  thousands  of  familys  seated,  what  they 
may  do  afterwards  time  must  discoyer.  The  Inhabitants  in  gen^  aro 
in  great  .consternation,  but  being  undisciplined  and  mostly  without 
arms,  they  can  do  yery  little  good.  The  additional  intelligence  is 
enclosed  for  yonr  further  information.  My  assembly  meets  to-mor- 
row, but  by  what  I  can  learn  nothing  is  to  be  expected  from  them. 
Goyemor  Sharpe  will  be  here  to  morrow  Night,  &  I  am  extremely 
conoern'd  I  can  not  go  with  Him  to  New  York,  I  must  beg  you 
-would  give  me  your  advice  what  is  best  for  me  to  do,  in  Case  my  As- 
aembly  shall  continue  to  act  ye  same  part  they  have  hitherto  done. 
I  am^  in  great  Hast  D'  S', 
^ .  •  Y'  most  obedient 

&  affectionate  Friend, 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

Lndorted. — Letter  to  Qen»*  Shirley,  with  ye  Advices  rec*  from 
je  frontiers. 
Phil*,  Nov  ye  2-,  1755.* 
8  o'clock  P.  M. 


Gen.  Armstrong  to  R.  Peters,  1765. 

Carlisle,  Sunday  Night,  2<  Novem*',  '55. 
Sir, 

Inclos'd  to  M'.  Allen,  by  the  last  Post  I  sent  yon  a  letter  from 
Harris's,  but  I  believe  forsot  thro'  that  dais  confusion  to  direct  it. 

Yon'l  see  our  Melancholy  Circnmstances  by  the  Governors  letter, 
&  my  Opinion  of  the  method  of  keeping  the  inhabitants  in  this 
County. 

^^hich  will  require  all  possible  dispatch — if  we  had  immediate 
assurances  of  relief  a  great  N^  wou'd  stay,  and  the  inhabitants 

«  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  VI,  p.  6G8. 
Toi.  n.— 20  . 
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sboa'd  be  adverUs'd  not  to  drive  off,  nor  waste  their  Beef,  Cattle,  fte. 
I  have  not  so  much  as  Sent  off  my  wife  fearing  an  111  Precedent, 
bnt  mnst  do^it  now  I  believe,  together  with  the  Pnblick  papers  &  your 
own. 

There  are  no  inhabitants  on  Jnniata,  nor  on  Tnsoorora  by  this  time, 
my  Bro.  W"^  being  just  come  in  — —  Montonr  &  Monaghatootha  are 
a  going  to  the  Governor,  the  former  is  greatly  suspected  of  being  an 
Enemy  in  his  hearts— tis  hard  to  tell,  yon  ean  compare  what  tbey 
say  to  the  Govex'  with  what  I  have  wrote. 

I  have  no  Notion  of  a  Large  Army,  bat  of  great  Danger  from 
Scouting  parties. 

Perhaps  David  or  M'.  Levers  Cou'd  find  me  a  in  some 

hand  that  won't  Use  them. 

♦  •    •  »  «  4:  4: 

Directed, 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Province,  Philad'.* 

Jndorted, 
John  Armstrong,  2*  Nov,  1755. 


Timothy  Horsefield  to  Crov.  Morris,  1766. 

Bethlehem,  Nov'  2, 1755. 
May  it  Please  Your  Honour, 

As  the  People  in  the  parts  adjacent  are  under  frightful  appre- 
hensions of  the  French  Indians  coming  Down  amongst  them,  I  think 
it  my  Duty  to  Inform  you  y*  this  Evening  two  of  the  Brethren  re- 
turned from  a  Journey  to  the  Susquehanna,  whome  I  have  Examin- 
ed on  their  Solemn  Affirmation,  being  all  the  Authentiok  Aco*  I  cao 
come  at  which  I  herewith  Inclose, 

Tour  Honour's  Very 

Obedient  Humble  Serv', 

TIMO.  HOBSJIELD. 
Directed. 

To  The  Honbl.  Rob*  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Governor  of  Pcnsjl- 
vanta.- 

Indorsed, 

Timothy  Hortf  elds  letter  to  the  Governor. 
Nov  2*,  1755. 

♦  The  rest  of  the  letter  is  torn  off,  probably  for  the  autograph.  There  il 
one  of  same  date  and  purport  to  Govr.    See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VI-i  P*  ^^^' 
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EXAMIlfATION  OF  MORAYIANS,  1755. 

Bethlehem,  Nor  2%  1755. 

M'.  Christian  Seidel  and  M'.  David  Zeissberger,  being  examined 
on  their  Solemn  Affirmation  before  me,  Timothy  Horsfield,  One  of 
his  Maj**  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Northamton,  at 
tbeir  return  from  their  Journey  to  the  Susquehanna,  affirmed  as  fot 
lows: 

Q.  When  came  Tou  to  the  Susquehanna  f 

A.  The  twentysixth  of  Oct'  last. 

Q.  What  Places  were  You  at  there  ? 

A.  At  Waionring,  the  Shawanos  Town^  and  at  Lechaweke,  the 
Minnissing  Town. 

Q.  What  Stay  did  Tou  make  there  ? 

A.  Six  days. 

Q.  What  was  your  proper  Business  there  ? 

A.  Being  invited  by  the  Indians,  We  went  there  to  preach  the 
Gof^pel,  which  we  did  twice  at  Lcohaweke. 

Q.  What  Knowlege  have  you  of  the  Disturbance  which  lately 
happened  in  those  Parts  ? 

'    A.  All  we  know  is  what  the  Shawanos  Chief,  nam'd  Sackshanos, 
told  Us,  viz^,  That  He  and  some  other  Chiefs  of  the  Indians,  Hying 
on  the  Susquehanna,  were  called  down  by  the  Shamokin  Indians, 
and  accordingly  they  went,  and  Saturday,  the  25  of  last  month,  as 
they  sat  in  Consultation,  there  came  49  white  People  to  them  and 
told  them  the  French  Indians  were  very  near  on  the  other  side  of 
the  River,  the  Indians  advised  them  to  stay  on  that  side  and  not  go 
over  the  River,  but.  they  would  needs  go  over,  and  having  crossd 
over  about  6  miles  below  Shomokin,  near  George  Gabriel's  they 
were  attacked  by  some  Indians ;  and  that  He,  the  aforesaid  Chiei^ 
with  Others,  and  some  of  their  Young  men,  went  the  next  day  over, 
and  going  down  the  River  they  came  to  the  Place  where  the  En- 
gagement had  been  the  day  before,  where  they  found  3  White  men 
who  had  been  kiird,  and  a  little  farther  on  the  River  Side  they 
found  Another  dead,  not  shot,  but  supposed  to  have  been  drownd  in 
trying  to  Escape ;  at  some  distance  farther  they  found  a  Suit  of 
Womens  Cloatbs,  with  a  pair  of  new  Shoes,  lying  near  th^  l^ver, 
which  they  tho^  must  have  belongd  to  some  One  who  endeavonrd  to 
oflcape  by  crossing  the  River.    Then  they  foUowd  the  Track  further 
into  the  Woods,  where  the  said  Chief  espied  a  Sapling  out  down^ 
and  near  by  a  Orub  twisted  ;  then  He  called  to  the  Company  and 
said  these  marks  betokend  Something,  and  upon  Search  they  found  a 
.   Parcel  of  Leaves  raked  together,  npod  removing  which  they  found 
ft  fresh  Grave  in  which  lay  an  Indian  who  had  been  shot,  and  well 
dressd,  by  the  Hairs  of  his  Head  being  puUd  out  excepting  a  TuSlt 
on  his  Crown,  they  discoverd  Him  to  be  a  French  Mohawk  Indian; 
they  strippd  and  scalpd  Him.    They  abo  fooad  a  Glove  all  blood^ 
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lying  by  a  Tree  which  had  been  yery  mneh  shot,  which  they  imig- 
ined  to  ha?e*belongd  to  Thomas  McGee,  an  Indian  Trader;  Then 
they  went  to  George  Gabriels  Plantation,,  where  they  saw  Indira 
Tracks  on  the  plowd  Grounds,  and  that  his  Com  was  hnrnt,  bat 
what  was  become  of  Him  and  his  Family  They  knew  not. 
Q.  What  Situation  did  Yon  find  the  Indians  in  7 
A.  They  are  in  great  Fear  of  the  French  Indians,  and  are  also 
much  concemd  lest  the  white  People  should  think  that  they  bad  a 
JSand  in  the  late  Disturbance,  vizt.  the  Indians  at  Wayoming.    At 
Leoffiiweke  they  were  intirely  ignorant  of  the  whole  Afiair,  for  as 
We  came  there  They  were  all  together  at  their  Thanksgiving  Har> 
Test  Feast     As  far  as  We  could  observe  they  are  all  well  affected 
toward  the  English.    And  the  forementiond  Chief  fully  intends  to 
come  here  to  Bethlehem  on  a  Visit  shortly. 

Q.  What  do  You  know  of  the  Disturbance  said  to  have  happened 
ktely  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Gnadenhitten  ? 

A.  When  We  came  to  Gnadenhitten  yesterday  the  first  Inst*,  We 
found  all  in  Peace  and  Quietness,  but  as  We  came  to  day  tbro'  (he 
Gap  We  found  above  a  Hundred  People  in  a  great  Fright,  who  told 
Us  that  George  Custard  was  murtherd,  We  made  answer  that  He 
was  alive  last  night,  and  was  seen  and  spoke  with  by  two  of  Oar 
People  from  Gnadenhitten,  viz^  Shweigart  and  Pressor,  Presser  be- 
ing then  in  Company  with  Us.     And  further  We  know  not. 

Taken  before  me, 

TIMO.  HORSFIELD. 

Horsfields  Letter  To  the  Governor.    Nov'  2«,  177, 
Examination  of  Seidel  &  Zebberger. 


DsBiMus  TO  Jambs  Hamilton  to  Fill  Cohmissioks, 

1765. 

The  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Gove^ 
nor  k  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania)  k 
Counties  of  Newcastle)  Kent  &  Sussex,  on  Delaware. 

To  the  Hono'ble  James  Hamilton,  Esquire. 

Whereas,  I  have  received  Intelligence  that  a  large  Body  of  French 
&  Indians  have  entered  this  Province,  lind  are  said  to  be  Encamped 
on  the  Susquehannah,  below  the  Forks,  and  it  is  necessary  tjiat  the 
Inhabitants  of  Lancaster  County,  who  are  now  arming  for  their  De- 
fence, should  be  furnished  with  Military  Commissions,  in  order  to 
render  their  act  legal,  Reposing  special  trust  &  Confidence  in  yoar 
Loyalty  &  Prudence,  I  do  hereby  give  &  grant  unto  you,  full  power 

*  See  ezamination  of  2  others,  Nov.  16  th* 
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to  fill  np  the  Commiasioiw  herewitli  given  yon,  with  the  nameR  of 
SDob  Pereons  u  you  eball  think  worthy  of  the  trnit,  and  fit  to  be 
employed  upon  the  preaent  ocoason,  k  the  oommiaaions  so  by  yoa 
filled,  I  do  hereby  Declare  to  be  to  all  iutentB  and  purposes,  aa  good 
as  if  I  bad  inserted  the  names  of  the  peraona  to  nhom  they  uo  givea 
before  signing  and  sealing  the  aaid  oommiaaioua. 
Jndorted, 

Draught  of  a  Dcdinraa  to  Mr,  Hamilton,  to  fill  up  Militan  Com- 
nisnona  in  Lancaster  County.  Nov'r  y*  3d,  17&&,  issued  in  Oounoil. 
Sov'r,  1755.  * 


Gbo.  Stbvbhson  to  E.  Pbtkrs,  1755. 

nerewith  yon  have  a  Copy  of  Ben  Chambers's  Letter,*  rece'd 
about  an  hour  ago.  We  have  formed  a  CoudhiI  here  of  the  Pria- 
cipal  Inhabitants,  who  join  with  me  in  beging  you  to  deliver  the 
Peddon  &  Copy  of  Letter  herewith  sent,  to  the  Speaker  of  the  As- 
Mmbly,  and  pray  them  in  onr  Names  &  behalf,  for  Qod'a  sake  either 
to  Bend  ns  Arms,  Ammnnition  &  Blankets,  and  a  Letter  to  encourage 
the  People,  k  assure  ns  of  what  we  may  expect,  or  else  our  County  . 
will  be  dcsprted.  The  Bearer  waita,  I  refer  you  to  onr  Letter  a 
otber  [papers  sent  to  the  Governor.  I  am,  J>  S%  in  die  greatest 
Distrets, 

T"  most  affecdonately, 

GEO.  STEVENSON. 
Tork,  Monday,  Nor.  3, 

}  an  hour  past  11  A.  M. 

JXrected. 

To  Bicbard  Peters,  Eaq.,  Satf  of  the  Province  of  Fennsylvnuia. 


Gov  MoEEis  TO  CoiiRAD  Weiskr,  1755. 


The  Express  arrived  from  Reading  last  night  wilh  your  dispatches, 
for  which  I  make  yon  myAcknowtedgmeDts,  and  Cannot,  in  Juaiice 
to  the  Zeal  and  lodnstry  of  the  Magistrates  of  your  County,  omit 
expressing  the  Satisfaction  I  have  in  yoar  Conduct. 

1  have  Prevailed  on  Mr.  Benzel,  an  Officer  who  baa  seen  a  good 
deal  of  Foreign  Service,  &  raised  near  two  hundred  recruit  fur  tlu^ 

•  See  CoL  Bee.  ToL  TI.,  p.  676. 
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late  General  Braddock,  in  this  ProTinoe  and  the  Lower  Counties,  (o 
go  to  your  Aasistance,  and  he  will,  I  am  Persuaded,  take  the  highest 
Pleasure  in  being  useful  to  you^  both  by  his  advice  and  PerBooal 
Service. 

Continue  to  give  me  your  Intel! igenoo  on  every  new  OccBBion,iDd 
thank  for  me  your  Brethren  in  the  Commission^  &  every  one  else 
who  stands  up  for  the  Defence  of  his  Country.    I  am, 

Sir,  &c. 

.    ^  KOBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

Philada.  Nov  3-,  1755.^ 

Jndarfied, 

Copy  to  ConrEd  Weiser,  sent  by  Mr.  Benzel. 


Adam  Hoops  to  Gov.  Mobrts,  1755. 

Cannogogig,  Nov.  3d,  1755. 

Gentlemen, 

I  am  sorry  I  have  to  trouble  you  with  this  Melancholy  and  dis- 
agreeable News,  For  on  Saturday,  I  rec'  an  Express  from  Peters 
Township,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  great  Cove  were  all  Mor- 
fhered  or  taken  Captive,  &  their  Houses  and  Bams  all  in  Flames, 
Some  few  fled,  upon  notice  brought  them  by  a  certain  Patrick  Buns, 
a  Captive,  that  made  his  Escape  that  very  Morning  before  this  sad 
Tragady  was  dbne.  Upon  information  as  aferes*,  John  Potter,  Esq.. 
and  Self,  sent  Expresses  through  our  Neighbourhood,  which  indooed 
many  of  them  to  Meet  with  us  as  afores*,  at  John  McDooles'  Mill, 
where  I  with  many  others  had  the  unhappy  prospect  to  see  the 
Smoke  of  two  houses  that  was  set  on  Fire  by  the  Indians,  vis*,  Mati 
thew  Patten's  and  Meshech  James's,  where  their  Cattle  was  shot 
down,  and  horses  standing  bleeding,  with  Indian  Arrows  in  them, 
but  the  Indians  fled.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Steel,  John  Potter,  Esq., 
and  Several  others  with  us,  to  the  Number  of  about  an  handred, 
went  in  Qi^est  of  the  Indians,  with  all  the  Expedition  Immaginable, 
but  to  no  Success ;  these  Indians  have  liB^wise  taken  two  Women 
Captives,  belonging  to  said  Township.  I  very  much  Fear  the  Path 
Valley  has  undergone  the  same  Fate.  George  Crohan  was  at  Au- 
wick,  where  ho  had  a  Small  Foit  and  about  35  Men,  but  whether 
be  has  been  Molested  or  not,  we  cannot  as  yet  say.  We,  to  besure, 
are  in  as  bad  Circumstances  as  ever  any  poor  Christians  were  ever 
in,  For  the  Cries  of  Widowers,  Widows,  fatherless  and  Motherless 
Children,  with  many  others  for  their  Relations,  are  enough  to  Pierce 
the  most  hardest  of  hearts ;  Likewise  it's  a  very  Sorrowful  gpecticle, 
to  see  those  y*  Escapj^d  with  their  lives  not  a  Mouthful  to  £at,  or 
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Bed  to  lie  on,  or  Olotbs  to  Cover  their  Nakedness,  or  keep  tliem 
warm,  but  all  they  had  oonsamed  into  Ashes.  These  deplorable  Gir- 
cumstanoes,  cries  aloud  for  y*^  Hon'*  most  Wise  Consideration,  that 
jr  Hon"  would  take  Cognizance  of  and  Grant  what  shall  seem  most 
meet,  for  it  is  realy  very  Shocking,  it  must  be,  for  the  Husband  to 
866  the  wife  of  h's  Bosom,  her  head  cut  off,  and  the  Children's  blood 
drank  like  Water,  by  these  Bloody  &  Cruel  Savages,  as  We  are  In- 
formed has  been  the  Fate  of  many.  Whilst  I  am  writing,  I  had  In- 
telligence by  some  that  fled  out  of  the  Coves,  that  Chiefly  the  upper 
part  of  it  was  killed  and  taken ;  One  Oalloways  Son  escaped  liner 
lie  saw  his  Orand  Mother  shot  down,  and  other  relations  taken  Pri- 
soners. Likewise,  from  some  News  I  have  likewise  heard,  I  am  ap- 
prehensive that  Geor.  Crohan  is  in  distross^  tho'  just  now  Mr.  Burd, 
with  about  40  Men,  left  my  house,  and  we  intend  to  joyn  him  to 
Morrow,  at  McDowells  Mill^  with  all  the  force  we  can  raise,  in  order 
to  see  w*  damages  are  done,  and  for  his  relief.  As  we  have  no  Maga- 
zines at  Present  to  Supply  the  Guards  or  Scouts,  the  whole  Weight 
of  their  Maintenance  lies  Chiefly  upon  a  few  Persons.  I  Pray  y' 
Hon'  to  excuse  w^  Blund"  are  by  reason  of  haste^  &c. 

I  am^  with  due  Regard,  y 

Hon"  Most  Ob*  hum*"«  Serv*  to  Com', 

ADAM  HOOPS. 

Directed, 

To  His  Hon'  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq',  Gov  &  Commander  in 
Chief  over  Pensilva.,  New  Castle^  Kent  and  Sussex,  These. 

Tndonedf 

Adam  Hoops,  3  Nov.,  Bece'd  6th  Nov",  at  night,  9  oVlock. 


Edward  Shippbn  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Lancaster,  4**  Nov',  1755. 
Honoured  Sir : 

Inclosed  is  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Burd,  and  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from 
Coll*  Benjamin  Chambers,'*'  which  confirm  the  melancholy  accounts 
we  have  had  of  the  Enemy.  The  People  of  this  County  are  very 
willing  to  join  in  repelling  the  Invaders,  but  are  without  order,  and 
many  want  arms.    There  are  five  Companys  now  in  this  Town  from 

*  See  Col.  Bee.  Vol.  VL,  p.  676. 
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tbe  Lower  end  of  this  Contity  and  the  upper  end  of  Chester  Coontj, 
besides  three  Companjs  belonging  to  the  Town. 

I  am 

Your  Hononrs  most  obed* 

Humble  Servant, 

EDWD.  SHIPPEN. 

Directed, 
To  The  Hon»»«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq',  , 

Qovernor  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

IncfoT^ed, 

Edward  Shippen's  Letter,  directed  to  the  Governour.  Nov'  4*\ 
1756. 


Wm.  Till  to  Rich'd  Peters,  1755. 


S'; 


I  rcce'd  Yours  Yesterday  with  the  melancholy  aoco<  of  the  Sitaa- 
tion  of  Our  affairs,  &  the  loss  of  our  poor  Inhabitants,  as  well  as  tbe 
Intentions  of  the  wont  of  Enemys,  speedily  to  invade  tbe  Province, 
&c.,  but  I  hope  by  the  Blessing  of  Ood  &  the  measures  that  are  Dovr 
taking,  may  frustrate  their  Cruel  &  wicked  Scheems  &  prevent  any 
further  Barbarity.  No  sooner  did  I  receive  your  Ijetter,  than  with* 
out  loss  of  Time,  I  wrote  to  the  Magistrates  of  Kent  &  Snaaez,  en- 
closing copys  of  Papers  you  sent  me  &  desiring  them  to  forward 
their  Recomendations  to  His  Hon',  the  Governor,  for  their  Officers, 
that  they  might  have  their  Comissions  sent  to  them,  &  I  have  aim) 
sent  to  niany  parts  of  the  County  Copys  of  the  same  Papers  w^^ 
gave  acco^  of  the  Situation  of  Our  Affairs^  so  that  the  whole  by  this 
Time  is  well  known  in  every  part  of  this  Government,  &  never  were 
there  any  People  more  willing  to  go  against  the  Enemy  in  the  Sap- 
port  &  Defence  of  their  Country  than  they  appear  to  bis.  Seven  or 
Eight«Hundred  people,  I  am  informed,  appeared  in  Arms  yesterday 
near  Christine  Bridge,  &  will  be  ready  to  obey  the  directions  of  their 
Officers.  I  also  wrote  to  Coll"  Armstrong.  Enclosed  is  a  Petition 
of  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  in  respect  to  the  Officers  to  be 
appointed,  there  has  been  a  Division  some  time  among  them^ 
in  respect  to  Mr.  Finney  &  McWilliams,  w**'  I  cannot  setle,  they 
stand  both  indifferent  to  me,  &  I  shall  be  pleased  w*h  either  His 
Honour  Shall  appoint,  but  it  is  certain  the  latter  is  the  best  Quali- 
fied, as  he  can  give  the  word  of  Comand  &  Muster  the  Men,  &c.    ^ 
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know  you  bavo  little  Leisure;  therefore  I  will  take  up  no  more  of 
jour  time  than  that  I  am 

Yo'  affection*'  Hum*»«  Sery*, 

WM.  TILL. 

New  Castle,  the  4«»'  Nor,  1755. 

May  all  Popish  Scheems  Perish. 

Directed, 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esq'.,  Philad^- 

ludoned, — Officers  for  Newcastle,  4  Nov',  1755. 


James  Albxakdbr  to  Gov.  Mobrib,  1755. 

Bear  Sir: 

Your  first  Express  Delivered  your  Letter  to  me,  and  your  Letter 
to  his  Ez'y,  our  Oovemour,  about  one  Ulriok,  &  I  sent  to  Summon 
our  Counsellors  to  meet  at  two,  and  while  mett  your  2*  Express 
came  with  further  intelligence,  upon  which  tney  were  of  opinion  that 
as  Greneral  Shirley  &  our  Govemour  are  both  dayly  Expected  here, 
that  one  of  the  Expresses  should  go  round  by  water,  there  being  two 
vessels  to  Sail  for  Albany  to-morrow  morning,  &  to  speak  to  every 
vessel  coming  down,  and  the  rather  for  that  both  their  horses  are 
tired  &  it  would  be  Difficult  to  get  fresh  horses  here  &  by  the  way. 

I  can  assure  yon  that  theres  neither  arms  or  ammunition  here  be- 
longing to  the  Crown,  and  it  was  with  great  Difficulty  that  arms  were 
got  for  the  830.  men  in  the  pay  of  this  Province,  a  great  part  where- 
of were  bought  in  &  brought  from  Verginea,  &  the  rest  bought  here 
and  his  Ex'y  when  he  went  to  Albany  carried  with  him  200  that  ho 
brought  from  England  for  the  Indians,  &  bought  here  800  more  & 
carried  them  also  with  him  for  Gen'l  Johnson's  army.  I  am  inform- 
ed that  about  500  may  now  be  bought  in  this  town  in  very  few 
hands,  and  if  your  Assembly  will  Enable  yon  &  send  an  Express 
they  may  be  had. 

I  am  heartylv  sorry  to  hear  of  the  Loss  of  the  Lives  of  so^many 
of  your  people  k  the  posssibility  of  the  Ffrcnch  &  Indians  fixeng 
themselves  in  your  Province,  at  least  of  wintering  in  it,  but  it  may 
be  all  for  the  better,  or  whatever  is  is  right.  It  may  open  the  Eyes 
of  your  Province  and  induce  it  to  join  in  the  Common  Cause 
wliereas  with  this  Schock  there  was  no  Likelyhood  of  it. 
•  Your  brother  is  with  me  Since  I  begun  this  and  is  well. 

The  returning  Express  waitings  I  must  in  haste  Conclude. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Serv% 

JA.  ALEXANDER. 

New  York.  Nov  4*S  1755. 

The  inclosed  came  last  night  from  Cap^  Spry  at  Phila. 

20* 
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Directed. 

To  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq*,  Lieutenant  Gov 
&  Commander-in-Chief  of  PennsyWania^  Ao,,  Philadelphia. 

Indaned. 

James  Alexander.    Rec'd  by  James  Scull;  the  Express.     In 
Council  7  Nov. 


Geobge  Stevsnson  to  Bev.  Mr.  Smith. 

Rev«.  D'  S', 

The  grand  Qusere  here  now  is,  whether  we  shall  stand  or  mnf 
most  are  willing  to  stand^  but  have  not  Arms  nor  Ammunition^  this 
is  the  Cry  of  the  People. 

I  have  sent  repeated  Petitions  to  the  HousCj  Letters  to  the 
Governor,  to  M^  Peters.  &  one  to  M'.  Allen,  but  no  Answer;  for 
my  own  Part,  I  am  in  the  greatest  Distress*  The  whole  Country 
run  to  me,  and  I  have  neither  Arms  nor  Ammunition  to  give  them, 
nor  can  Credit  noi^  Money  buy  these  things;  with  the  Assistanoo  of 
the  Justices,  M'.  Lishy,  &  some  principal  Men  on  the  Spot,  I  spirit 
up  the  People  all  I  can.  We  nave  sent  53  Men  to  Harris's  last 
Monday  from  this  Town ;  such  as  have  Arms  stand  ready,  and  We 
watch  Night  &  Day ;  People  from  Cumberland  are  going  thro'  this 
Town  hourly  in  Droves,  and  the  Neighbouring  Inhab**  are  fiockiog 
into  this  Town  Defenceless  as  it  is;  for  the  Distress ,of  the  People 
Westward,  refer  you  to  M'.  Dougherty,  the  Bearer;  Schools,  I  can 
neither  think  nor  say  ought  about. 

I  beg  a  few  Lines  to  tell  me  what  you  see  &  hear,  &  whether  any 
Relief  is  to  be  speedily  expected  from  our  Rulers. 

Perhaps  I  may  not  be  here  to  receive  your  Letter,  but  be  sure 
write,  for  if  I  fly  it  will  not  be  to  Quakers,  I  will  go  to  Maryland. 
Excuse  this  Trouble.  I  must  add  that  M'.  Barton  heads  a  Comp^, 
M^  Bay  another,  &c.,  &c. 

I  am,  D'  S',  with  great  Esteem, 

Y'  most  obed*  H"«  Serv*, 

GEO.  STEVENSON. 

York,  Wed.  5th  Nov.  1756, 

3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Rev*.  M'.  Smith. 
Indorsed. — Geo.  Stevenson. 
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B.  Franklin  to  R,  Peters,  1755. 

Wednesday  mom*. 
Sir, 

The  Bearers  tell  me  that  you  have  promised  to  furnish  them  with 
irhat  Arms  &  Ammunition  they  have  Occasion  for,  provided  the 
Assembly  will  engage  to  pay  for  them.  .  If  the  Governor  judges  it 
for  the  Publiok  Service  to  spare  some  of  the  few  Arms  at  present 
to  be  got,  to  a  Township  so  &r  within  the  Settlements,  (as  it  may 
be,  if  the  People  march  with  them  to  the  Frontiers,)  I  engage  in 
behalf  of  the  Assembly,  to  see  them  paid  for.  Please  to  send  me  a 
Bill  of  the  Quantity  and  Amount. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  Servant, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
Directed.— To  Rich*.  Peters,  Esq'. 

Indorsed — Ben  Franklin,  4  Nov'.  1755. 


B.  Peters  to  B.  Franklin,  1755. 

Sir, 

Three  of  ye  Inhabitants  of  Laycock  Township  brought  me  your 
I«etter  of  this  morning,  &  is  answered. 

The  Governor  orders  me  to  tell  you  that  whenever  Arms  and 
Ammunition  are  put  into  his  hands,  he  will  dispose  of  them  in  the 
best  manner  he  can  for  the  publick  Service. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  hnmb.  Sev^ 
Wednesday  mom',  5  Nov'.  1755. 

Directed. — ^To  Benj".  Franklin,  Esquire. 


J.  PowNALL,  Sec'y,  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Whitehall,  Nov.  4th,  1755. 
Sir, 

The  Post  Master  General  having,  in  Obedience  to  His  Majesty's 
Commands,  provided  Vessels  for  the  carrying  on  a  regular  Monthly 
Correspondence  with  His  Majesty's  American  Colonies,  I  am  direct- 
ed by  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  to  acquaint 
you  therewith,  and  that  the  first  of  these  Vessels  will  be  dispatched 
for  the  Continent  on  the  15th  of  this  Month  to  go  and  return 
tween  Falmouth  and  New  York,  where  the  first  Vessel  is  to  * 
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twenty  Days ;  And  as  it  is  of  great  Importance  to  His  Majesty's 
Bervice,  that  their  Lordships  should  have  frequent  and  ccrtaio  Intel- 
ligence of  the  true  State  of  all  His  Majesty's  Colonies  and  Planta- 
tions in  America,  their  Lordships  desire,  that  yon  will  not  fail  of 
acquainting  them  by  the  Return  of  every  Pacquet  with  all  pablick 
Occurrences  which  may  happen  in  the  Province  under  your  Govern- 
ment,  and  likewise  transmit  to  their  Lordships  all  such  puhlick 
Papers  as  are  required  to  be  transmitted. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yotir  most  obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

JOHN  POWNAIli,  Secr'y. 

Bobert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

L^  Gov',  of  Pennsylania. 

Indorsed, — Secretary  of  Board  of  Trade.  Establishment  of  Packet 
Boats.* 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Sharps,  1755. 

Copy. 
Sir: 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  well,  and  either  arrived  at  New  York  or 
nigh  it. 

Last  Night  an  Express  arrived  with  the  Inclosed  Intelligence  from 
the  Westward,  soon  after  which  my  Assembly  sent  me  a  Messase, 
a  Copy  of  which  attends  you  with  their  proposing  to  Inquire  what  In- 
justice had  been  done  the  Indians  now  Employed  in  Scalping  the  In- 
habitants, and  assuring  me  that  they  would  Endeavour  to  regain 
their  Friendship.  Such  Language  at  this  time,  and  while  the  Pro- 
vincc  is  under  its  present  Circumstances,  seems  to  me  very  Extraor- 
dinary, but  is  of  a  piece  with  the  rest  of  their  behaviour.  Upon 
this  Answer  and  Intelligence,  I  propose  to  set  off  for  the  back  Conn- 
tys  to  put  things  into  some  order,  and  do  what  I  can  for  the  safety 
and  defence  of  the  People,  tho'  very  little  is  in  my  Power. 

Herewith  I  send  you  some  Letters  that  came  under  Cover  to  me 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  also  ono  from  the  Lords  of  TradOi 
and  am  in  great  haste, 

ROB.  H.  MORRIS. 
To  Gov  Sharpc. 

Philadelphia,  6«*  Novem.,  1755. 

Indorsed, 

Governor  Morris's  Lett'  to  Governor  Sharpe,  6**  Novem',  1755. 

*  Sec  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  684. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1755.  46d 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gen'l  Shirlet,  1755. 

Sir: 

Herewith  I  have  the  Honour  to  send  jon  several  letters  that  S*" 
Thomas  Robinson  recom ended  to  my  care,  and  the  farther  intelli- 

fence  that  I  have  received  from  the  Westward ,  giving  &n  acc^  of  the 
istruction  of  some  more  of  oar  inhabitants,  apon  whioh  I  sent  an- 
other message  to  my  Assembly,  but  have  no  reason  to  expect  any 
aid  from  them,  as  they  tell  me,  in  answer  to  my  first  message,  that 
they  propose  to  regain  the  affections  of  the  Indians  now  employd  in 
slaughtering  the  people,  and  are  entering  into  an  Inquiry  what  In- 
justice has  been  done  them.  Such  a  conduct  at  this  time,  when  hard- 
ly an  hour  passes  without  bringing  some  accounts  of  fresh  murders, 
is  to  me  shocking  beyond  paralell,  and  argues  a  very  great  Indiffer- 
rcncc  as  to  the  hapyness  or  misery  of  the  people.  In  this  situation 
of  affairs,  without  men,  money,  arms  or  amunition  at  my  disposal,  I 
do  not  see  how  I  can  Protect  the  People  or  secure  the  Province  from 
being  laid  wast,  unless  you  will  supply  me  w*^  Troops  and  money 
for  that  Purpose ;  the  former  I  have  already  applyd  for,  and  the 
latter  I  must  now  desire  you  will  furnish  me  with.  You  will  see  by 
the  inclosed  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  that  I  am  directed  to 
apply  to  you  upon  all  emergencys,  and  tho'  the  Expence  of  the  Pre- 
sent service  is  properly  chargeable  to  this  govefnment,  yet  as  the 
Assembly,  either  from  Principal  or  some  other  cause,  will  not  pro- 
^de  for  its  security ;  it  is  very  clear  to  me  that  the  thing  ought  ne- 
vertheless to  be  done  and  the  Province  made  to  refund  what  the 
Qpown  shall  advance  upon  the  Present  occasion.  If  this  People  and 
Province  are  not  at  this  critical  Conjuncture  defended  by  the  Crown, 
I  cannot  see  any  thing  that  will  hinder  these  savages,  under  the  di- 
rections of  the  French  that  are  with  them  from  over  runing  and  dis- 
troying  this  whole  Province,  which  you  are  sensible  will  be  a  greater 
Injury  to  the  Crown' and  nation  of  Britain,  than  the  expence  of  a 
few  thousand  Pounds  advanced  for  its  Protection.  I  need  not  ob- 
serve to  you,  sir,  that  numbers  without  discipline  are  of  no  use  and 
only  serve  to  increase  oonfasion. 

Had  the  Proprietarys  of  this  Province  any  sum  of  money  in  Bank 
here  I  should  most  readily  make  use  of  it,  or  a  part  of  it,  upon  the 
Present  occasion.  But  their  money  is  due  in  small  sums  from  the 
people,  and  comes  in  but  slowly  at  this  time. 

What  sum  the  Present  exigency  may  require  is  impossible  for  me 
to  say,  but  If  yon  think  it  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  nation  to 
tmst  any  money  with  me  upon  the  present  occasion,  you  may  de- 
pend upon  its  being  employed  in  the  most  frugal  manner  possible, 
and  regular  accounts  given  you  from  time  to  time  in  what  manner 
ik  is  laid  out.  I  have  some  provisions  left  in  my  hands  that  were 
bought  for  Oen^  Braddock,  which  I  propose  toi  use  upon  the  present 
oooasion^  as  they  remain  in  the  back  parts  of  the  Province  wher 
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they  will  be  wanted.  I  have  directed  some  other  paroells  of  those 
Provisions  to  be  sold,  that  I  might  settle  the  aoconnts  of  the  Car- 
rolina  bills  sent  me  bj  the  late  (ienK 

To  Gen'  Shirley. 
Phikd»%  6^  Nov,  1755, 

Indorsed. 
J)t^  Lett'  to  Gen'  Shirley,  dated  6^  Novem%  1755*. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gen.  Shirlbt,  1755. 

DxAB  Sir  : — 

I  heartily  congratulate  yon  on  the  Tmst  his  Majesty  has  been 
pleased  to  repose  in  you  upon  the  Present  occasion,  and  hope  joa 
will  soon  recieve  his  Majestys  Commission,  appointing  yon  to  the 
Command  of  his  troop  upon  this  occasion,  In  which  you  know  I 
wish  you  all  imaginary  success,  and  that  by  your  means  these  Colo- 
nys  may  be  secured  forever  against  the  designs  of  our  ambitious 
Enemys,  who  have  never  reoievcd  any  check  in  America  but  from 
yourself.  Ton  will  find, "my  D'  Sir,  great  difficultys  to  strngle  with 
as  you  will  have  ta  do  with  many  men  that  are  more  intent  upon 
shewing  their  own  knowledge  and  abilities,  than  in  promoting  the 
PublicK  advantage.  You  already  see  things  Properly  where  yoa  are, 
and  will  doubtless  do  so  every  where  else.  Upon  this  occasioD,  I 
think  you  should  fill  up  all  the  vacanoys  in  the  troops,  and  if  there 
be  any  advancement  that  you  think  my  nephew  capable  of,  I  hope 
you  will  have  him  in  your  mind. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  you  with 
Coppys  of  all  my  letters  to  the  late  General,  which  I  shall  do  as  soon 
as  my  time  will  permit,  but  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
Province  I  have  not  a  moments  time  to  spare.  I  wish  I  could  meet 
you  at  New  York,  but  do  not  at  present  see  any  prospect  of  having 
it  in  my  power. 

I  intended  M^  Benzill  should  have  attended  you  with  this,  but 
have  been  under  the  necessity  of  sending  him  into  one  of  the  back 
County 8  to  put  things  into  some  order,  and  as  soon  as  he  returns, 
which  I  expect  will  be  in  a  short  time,  he  will  wait  on  you,  and  I 
think  you  will  find  him  an  active  good  officer. 

I  am,  with  great  Esteem, 
D'  Sir, 

Your  most  obed*  Humb*  Serv*. 
Philad',  Nov  6%  1755. 

Indorsed. 
Pft  of  a  Letter  to  Gen*  Shirley,  Nov'  6%  1755. 
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Gov.  Bblcher  to  Gov.  Morris,  1765. 

Sir  : 

I  have  ^  Expresses,  your  several  Letters  from  New  Castle  & 
Phil*  of  Oct'.  29<^,  and  the  1  &  2  Ins* ;  with  the  several  Letters 
they  Inclosed ;  giving  an  Account  of  the  Approach  of  the  French 
and  Indians,  towards  your  Province,  and  in  their  Way  committing 
the  most  barbarous  Outrages,  in  murdering!  and  captivating  the  In- 
habitants, as  they  come  along;  and  sLll  this  without  Resistance, 
surely  your  Assembly  will  no  longer  be  deaf  and  silent,  to  the 
Shrieks  &  Cries  of  their  Murdered  Neighbours. 

I  have  summond  the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  to  meet  me  here 
on  Wednesday  next,  the  12  Ins^ ;  when  I  shall  lay  before  them, 
what  you  have  sent  me,  respecting  the  present  Exigency  of  Affairs ; 
but  if  Pensylvania  who  may  readily  raise  twenty  or  thirty  Thousand 
men,  will  do  nothinff  for  the  Defence  of  their  Country,  or  for  saving 
the  Lives  of  their  Wives  and  Children,  I  am  afraid  the  Assembly  o? 
this  poor  little  Province,  will  hardly  think  it  reasonable,  to  send 
their  People  out  of  the  Province,  in  defence  of  their  Neighbours, 
and  so  leave  themselves  to  the  Incursions  and  Depredations  of  the 
Enemy,  in  this  Time  of  common  Danger. 

We  have  no  Arms  in  this  Province  belonging  to  the  Crown,  and 
indeed  but  very  few,  and  little  Amunition,  belonging  to  the  Pro- 
vince,  or  to  the  Inhabitants,  or  I  shoud  readily  have  answ*  your  Re* 
quest,  on  that  Head. 

General  Shirley  has  under  his  Command,  at  Albany,  Oswego,  and 
Lake-George,  eight  or  nine  thousand  men  ;  that  I  shou'd  think  it 
wou'd  be  prudent  for  you,  in  this  Time  of  distress,  to  make  early 
and  pressing  Application  to  him,  to  send,  for  His  Majesty'  Service 
&  Honour,  and  for  the  Safety  of  these  Colonies,  two  or  three  Thou- 
sand of  those  Troops,  till  they  shall  be  more  wanted  elsewhere. 

I  observe  in  yours  of  the  2**  Curr* ;  that  the  French  &  Indians  are 
making  rapid  marches,  towards  these  Colonies,  and  I  have  therefore 
this  day  sent  my  Orders  ^  Express,  to  every  CoW  in  this  Province, 
immediately  to  muster  his  Regiment,  and  to  have  them  in  the  best 
Readiness,  for  marching  &  repelling  the  enemy  if  they  shoud  enter 
this  Province ',  which,  it  is  well  known,  is  in  a  miserable  defenceless 
State.  I  wish  you,  and  your  Province^  the  Favour  and  Protection 
of  Almighty  God.     I  am, 

Honourable  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

J.  BELCHER. 

Elia-  Town,  (N.  J.) 
Nov.  6, 1755. 

L.  Gov'  Morris. 
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Edward  Shippen  to  Gov.  Morris. 

Honoured  Sir : 

Lancaater,  6  of  Nov'.  1755. 

I  am  to  aequaint  your  Honour  that  there  are  about  a  Thousand 
men  in  arms  gone  up  to  John  Harris's^  within  the  ye  two  Days; 
and  this  morning  Mr.  Hamilton  took  horso  to  meet  them  There,  ac- 
cording to  his  promise,  as  they  insissted  upon  having  his  Compaoj 
at  the. place  of  Rendezvous.  But  before  ,the  Army  would  moTe 
Mr.  Hamilton  &  Mr.  James  Wright,  were  obliged  to  promise  to 
bear  their  charge  upon  ye  road,  and  to  support  them  During  their 
Stay  abroad.  I  forwarded  and  assisted  the  Express  who  passed  by 
here  yesterday  from  Connecocheegue  with  the  melanchoUy  news  of 
the  murder  of  many  &milies,  and  the  burning  of  their  houses ;  but 
I  hope  a  Stop  will  soon  be  put  to  these  Devilish  practiceS|  by  the  as- 
semblies assistance  with  money  for  that  purpose. 

Yesterday  I  committed,  by  Mr.  Hamiltons  advice,  one  Michael 
Roussel,  who  calls  himself  a  French  deserter  from  Fort  du  Quessne, 
which  he  left  last  april,  he  produces  two  passes  of  which,  the  in- 
closed are  copys ;  but  becaus'e  he  obtained  a  pass  from  the  Mayor  to 
go  to  New  York,  and  came  up  here,  we  did  not  think  proper  to  suf- 
fer him  to  proceed  any  further  until  your  Honours  pleasure  should 
be  known  herein.  The.  fellow  calls  himself  a  weaver  by  trade,  and 
tells  us  he  lodges  at  David  Deshlers  in  Philad*,  who  informed  him 
that  if  he  came  here  he  would  be  more  likely  to  be  employed  than 
in  New  York,  and  inclosed  is  David  Deshlers  Letter  to  his  bro'  in 
Law  Philip  La  Fievre,  in  this  County.  Will  you  be  pleased  to  let 
me  know  whether  I  shall  release  this  Roussel  or  not.  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton directed  that  the  Prison  Keeper  should  not  let  him  want  provi- 
sions, &c. 

I  am  your  Honours, 

most  obed.  Hum.  Ser^. 

EDWD.  8HIPPEN. 

P.  S. — My  Son  Jo,  is  gone  Ensign  to  one  of  ye  Burrough  Com- 
panys. 
To  The  Hon^i*  Robert  Hunter  Morris  Esquire  Gov'. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Charles  Hardt,  ftc,  1755. 

Philad*.  6  Novem',  1755. 
Sir: 

I  have  the  Honour  to  Inclose  you  some  letters  that  were  recom- 
mended to  my  Care,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  wioh  with  those  from 
the  Board  of  trade  arrived  here  in  a  ship  from  London  last  night, 
she  Brings  no  news  but  what  you  have  by  the  man  of  war  to  Bos- 
ton^ from  which  there  is  the  greatest  reason  in  the  world  to  imagine 
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tliat  a  war  is  ui)avoidable,.our  fleet  having  taken  and  sent  into  the 
several  ports  upward  of  two  hundred  French  ships  and  Vessels. 

Since  my  last  I  have  received  intelligence  that  the  Indians  hare 
Cntt  off  some  more  of  the  Inhabitants^  upon  the  western  frontier, 
ooppy  of  which  I  now  send  yon  as  also  of  two  messages  I  sent  to  the 
assembly,  and  their  answer  to  the  first,  wherein  you  will  observe 
that  instead  of  Providing  for  the  safety  of  the  Province,  and  the 
defence  of  the  inhabitants  they  are  going  into  an  Inquiry,  what  In- 
justice has  been  done  to  the  Indians,  and  declare  they  intend  to  re* 
gain  the  affection  of  the  People  now  Employed  in  slaughtering  the 
inhabitants,  and  laying  waste  the  Country,  such  a  conduct  may  be 
oonsistant  with  their  Principles  for  aught  I  know,  but  it  certainly  is 
not  Consbtant  with  the  Duty  they  owe  to  the  Grown  or  their  con* 
Btituents. 

Having  now  no  reason  to  Expect  any  aid  from  the  Assembly,  I 
propose  to  set  out  for  the  back  oonntys,  where  things  are  in  great 
Confusion,  and  numbers  are  gathering  without  order  or  Discipline, 
where  I  shall  do  everything  in  my  power  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Province,  but  having  no  militia  Law  nor  anv  money  at  my  disposal^ 
I  am  fearfuU  all  I  can  do  will  have  but  Little  effect. 

Papers  inclosed  in  the  above  Letter. 
Benja.  Chamber's  Intelligence. 

Bastins Ditto. 

Magistrates  of  York^tto. 

The  Governors  two  Messages  to  the  Assembly. 

The  Assembly,  Message  to  the  Governor. 

Indorsed. — ^Df^.  Letter  to  S'  Charles  Hardy. 

Directed. — ^The  same  to  Gov'.  Belcher,  &  same  Intelligence  as 
the  within. 

To  S'  Charles  Hardy. 


Gov.  Hopkins  to  Gov.  Morkis,  1755. 

Providence,  November  6th,  1755. 
Sir, 

The  present  Posture  of  Affairs  in  North  America,  the  Advantages, 
Situation,  and  Strength  of  the  Common  Enemy,  the  distressed  Con- 
dition of  the  Frontiers  of  most  of  the  Colonies,  and  the  disunited 
State  of.  them  all ;  the  Tragical  Event  of  some  of  our  Attempts  to 
remove  our  dangerous  Neighbours  further  from  us,  and  the  Little 
Success  attending  the  others  hitherto;  the  very  unseasonable  Dis- 
putes subsisting  between  the  Branches  of  the  Legislature  in  Several  of 
the  Colonies,  and  the  Backwardness  of  all  to  exert  themselves  in  the 
Common  Cause^  are  Circumstances  of  great  Weight  with  all  thinking 
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Men,  at  tbisTemarkable  Orisis  of  the  Risralsbipof  the  English  mA 
French,  for  the  Empire  of  North  America.  Those  Conrnderationi 
have  occasioned  Major  General  Shirley,  Commander  in  Chief  of  his 
Majesty's  Forces  in  North  America,  to  propose  a  Meeting  of  all  the 
Colonies,  by  their  Commissioners  with  him,  some  time  the  enaaing 
Winter;  to  consider  of  proper  Methods  for  removing  the  aforesaid 
Difficulties,  and  of  exerting  their  Natural  and  united  Strength,  for 
their  Common  Safety  and  Defence.  The  Colony  of  Rhode  Island 
thinking  this  the  most  likely  Means  for  attaining  the  Salutary  Ends 
proposed,  and  being  willing  to  contribute  thereto,  as  far  as  is  in  their 
rower,  have  appointed  Commissioners,  on  their  Part,  to  meet  with 
General  Shirley,  and  Such  as  may  be  appointed  in  Behalf  of  the 
other  British  Colonies,  at  such  Time  and  at  such  Place  as  shall  be 
appointed  for  that  Purpose.  The  same  MeasureSj  I  hope,  will  bo 
come  into  by  all  the  other  Colonies;  for,  unless  some  other  Method 
could  be  hit  upon  equally  conducive  to  the  Common  Interst,  All 
Men  must  agree  that  this  is  absolutely  necessary.  A  Copy*  of  the 
Act  of  our  General  Assembly  for  appointing  and  empowering  Com- 
missioners^ I  herewith  enclose  to  you,  and  am,  " 

Your  Honor's  Most  Obedient 

and  Most  Humble  Servant, 

STEP.  HOPKINS. 

The  Hono'ble  Robert  Hunter  Morris^  E^^ 
Indorsed. — Gov*.  Hopkins,  6  Nov.  1755. 


Adam  Hoops  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Canegogig,  Nov',  the  6, 1755. 
May  it  please  your  Honour, 

I  have  Sent  in  Closed,  Is  2  qualificatioa?  of  which  is  Patrick 
Bums,  who  is  the  Bearer,  and  a  tameyhak  which  was  found  Stick- 
ing in  the  brest  of  one  David  McClelan.  The  people  of  the  path 
valley  is  all  Gethcred  Unto  a  Small  forth,  and  the  Last  account  was 
Safe.  The  great  Cove  and  Kennalaways  is  all  Burned  to  Ashes,  and 
about  50  persons  killed  or  taken,  there  is  Numbers  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  County  have  mouved  there  families.  Sum  to  York  County,  and 
Sum  to  Maryland ;  Hans  Hamilton,  Esq',  is  now  at  John  McDowcFs 
mill  with  upwards  of  200  Men  and  about  200  from  this  County,  in 
all  about  four  hundred  men,  and  to-morrow  we  entends  To  go  in  to  the 
Cove  and  to  the  path  Valley,  in  order  To  Bring  what  Cattle  and  horses 
that  the  ludians  Hath  Left  a  live;  we  are  informed  by  a  DoWe^sity 
Indian,  which  Lives  a  munghts  us,  on  the  Same  day  The  Murder  was 

*  See  page  442. 
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GniBinitted,  be  Seen  four  hundred  lodiaBS  in  the  Gove,  and  we  have 
Sam  Reason  to  Belive  the  are  a  boat  there  yet ;  the  people  of  Sheer 
Man's  Crick  and  Juneate,  is  all  Cum  a  way  and  Left  there  houses, 
and  there  is  now  about  80  miles  Of  this  Coonty  lead  weast,  and  I 
am  afraid  there  will  Be  Soon  more. 

I  am  your  Hon" 

most  HumV"  Serv*, 

ADM.  HOOPS. 

■  • 

P.  S. — (Wrote  on  ye  outside  of  ye  Cover.)  I  just  now  have 
receiv'd  ye  Aocount  of  one  George  5lcSwane,  who  was  taken  Cap- 
tive about  14  Days  ago,  &  has  made  his  EsoapOi  &  has  brought  two 
Scalps  &  a  Tombawk  with  Him. 

Indorsed, — Adam  Hoops'  Letter^  Nov',  ye  6th,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Rich'd  Hockley,  1755, 

Sir, 

Whereas,  I  have  received  Repeated  intelligence  That  the  French 
ft  Indians  are  come  into  the  Settled  parts  of  this  Province,  and  are 
dayly  Slaughtering  the  inhabitants  and  laying  waste  the  country; 
Upon  the  first  of  this  intelligence  I  summoned  the  Assembly,  And 
represented  to  them  the  defenceless  state  of  this  Province,  and  the 
cruel  ravages  the  Enemies  were  making,  to  which  they  have  returned 
me  for  answer,  that  they  will  Endeavour  to  regain  the  Affections  of 
the  Indians  now  employed  against  ns;  And  propose,  at  this  time,  to 
Enquire  into  the  reasons  why  those  Indians  have  gone  from  our 
Allyanoe  and  enter'd  into  that  of  the  French,  Bat  say  nothing  in 
their  Answer  of  making  any  Provision  for  opposing  the  Enemy  or 
providing  for  the  defence  and  safety  of  the  Province. 

And  whereas,  numbers  of  People  are  upon  the  present  Occasion 
gathering  themselves  together  in  the  Back  oountys,  and  the  Magis- 
trates and  officers  there  have  frequently  represented  to  me-  that  there 
is  great  confusion  and  disorder  among  the  people  so  Assembled,  and 
great  want  of  arms  and  ammunition.  Upon  these  matters  the  Coun- 
cil have  unanimously  given  it  me  as  their  Opinion  and  Advice  that, 
as  well  from  the  Assembly's  message,  as  from  their  known  temper 
and  disposition,  the  government  bad  not  the  least  reason  to  expect 
any  aid  from  them  towards  the  defence  of  the  Country,  and  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  common  safety,  that  I  should  as  soon 
as  possible,  Provide  a  quantity  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  for  the 
use  of  the  people  that  Voluntarily  offer  themselves  in  defence  of  the 
Country ;  and  that  I  should,  to  prevent  confusion  and  Encourage 
the  people  upon  the  present  oooaaion,  without  delay  Proceed  into 
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the  Baek  oountys  aad  tak^  upon  me  the  immediate  Command  of 
Bach  men  as  are  willing  to  enter  into  the  present  service.  Now,  Sir, 
tho'  I  am  very  willing  and  desirous  to  proceed  immediately  to  the 
relief  of  the  back  inhabitants,  and  am  with  the  Council  in  opinion 
that  my  Presence  there  is  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  confusion 
and  to  encourage  the  people  to  stand  in  their  own  defence,  Yet  haviog 
no  money  to  provide  the  necessary  Arms  &  Ammunition,  and  having 
in  vain  attempted  to  promote  a  subscription,  I  am  laid  under  the 
necessity  of  at  last  tho*  unwillingly,  Applying  to  you  as  the  Pro- 
prietary's receiver  Gen^,'  to  supply  me  with  one  thousand  pounds -of 
their  money,  to  be  employed  upon  the  present  Emergency  in  defence 
of  the  Province,  and  to  secure  it  from  the  ravages  of  the  enemy. 
This  money  I  hope  will  be  repaid  by  the  Publick  whenever  the 
afairs  of  tho  Province  are  settled  in  a  proper  manner ;  but  if  that 
should  not  be  done,  I  make  no  doubt  the  Proprietarys  upon  proper 
Representations  of  it  to  the  Government  at  Home^  wUl  procure  pay- 
ment there. 

I  must  desire  the  money  may  be  immediately  supply'd  and  put 
into  the  hand  of  M'.  Richard  Peters. 

I  am;  Sir. 

To  M'.  Richard  Hockley.* 

Philad\,  7  Nov.  1755. 

If  any  body  is  JoynM  in  the  Commission  with,  you,  this  Letter 
is  to  them  as  well  as  you. 

R.  H.  MORRIS. 

Indorsed. — Draught  Letter  to  M'.  lUchard  Hockley,  Proprietary 
Receiver  General. 


Richard  Hocklby  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755, 

Hon*  Sir : 

I  have  rece'd  your  letter  of  this  day,  pressing  me  very  mach  to 
supply  your  Honour  with  one  thousand  pounds  of  the  Proprietar/s 
Money  at  this  critical  juncture,  towards  the  defence  of  this  Province, 
and  make  not  the  least  doubt,  were  they  sensible  of  our  unfortunate 
Bcituation,  an  application  of  that  sort  to  me  would  be  unnecessary. 

Permit  me.  Sir,  to  tell  You  that  I  have  not  at  present  two  hundred 
pounds  in  the  house,  and  though  at  this  season  of  the  year  pretty 
large  Sums  were  rece'd  from  the  Country  people  in  general,  yet  for 
two  years  past,  have  fallen  very  short  in  their  usaal  payments,  and 
the  remittances  made  on  their  aco^  for  twelve  months  past,  has  been 
inconsiderable  to  what  might  have  been  expected. 

indeed;  had  I  the  Sum  you  request,  I  have  not  power  as  I  appre. 

*  Proprietary  Receiver  QeneraL 
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bend  to  dispoee  of  it  withoat  special  orders  from  them  for  tiiat  pnr- 
poee,  having  been  repeatedly,  and  very  lately  order'd  to  make 
remittanoee  to  Mess"  Hyam  &  Son,  as  soon  as  any  money  oame  into 
my  hands  withoat  delay,  thus,  Sir,  you  see  how  I  am  oiroamstanoed ; 
it  gives  me  real  ooncern  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  assist  you  at 
this  Important  and  critical  time,  when  you  are  endeayonring  to  ren- 
der all  the  service  in  your  power  to  this  unhappy  Country.  I  am 
most  respectfully. 

Honoured  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  most 

Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

KICH'>-  HOCKLEY. 
Philad-,  Nov  7th,  1755. 

Dtrectton.^To  The  Hon"'  Robert  H.  Morris,  Esq'. 

Indorsed, — ^Nov'  7th;  1755^  Rich**  Hockley.    That  he  has  no  money* 


Holt  and  Eolloce  to  Got.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir: 

We  Have  Sent  Mr.  Secretary  Peters  a  List  of  Militia  officers  for 
the  Eight  Companys  of  Foot  That  are  Partly  raised,  and  are  Coro- 
pleating,  in  the  Several  Districts  of  the  Subdivisions  of  the  Hundreds 
of  Sussex  County;  and  we  Trust  That  they  are  so  Skilfully  Chosen, 
That  when  Approved  of  and  Commissionated  By  your  Honour,  There 
will  Be  a  Mutual  Concord  and  Harmony  Subsisting  among  the 
Officers  and  Their  respective  Companys.  On  the  10th  Instant  There 
is  to  be  a  General  Meeting  of  the  whole  Body,  Near  the  Centre  of 
the  County,  About  14  Miles  from  Lewes,  at  w^  Time  and  Place  wo 
Intend  to  be  Present,  to  Countenance  and  Encourage  our  Fellow 
Subjects  of  This  Small  Community,  to  the  utmost  of  our  Power. 

We  Crave  Leave  to  Humbly  Salute  your  Honour,  and  Do  most 
ardently  wish^  That  all  your  Honour's  Measures,  Labours,  and  Ser- 
vices, to  Promote  the  Publick  Good,  Welfare  and  Safety  of  Both 
your  Governments,  May  be  accompanied  with  the  Blessing  of  That 
Omnipotent  and  Gracious  Being  on  whose  Divine  Favour  and  Pro- 
tection it  is  (Indubitably)  the  Duty  of  Every  Society  Principaly  to 
rely  and  Depend.    And  Now,  Pray  Allow  us  to  Subscribe. 

Sir,. 

Your  Honour's 

Most  obedient, 

Humble  Servant. 

R«^-  HOLT, 
JACOB  KOLLOCK, 

Lewes,  November  the  7th,  1755. 

Indorsed. — ^NoV  7th;  1755;  Holt's  Letter  to  Gov^  Morris. 
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Gov.  Belchbr  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir: 

Mj  last  was  tlie  6  Ins^*  I  am  now  to  own  Tour  Honour's  Fa- 
vour of  same  date,  which  came  to  n^y  Hands  p'  Express  on  the  8th 
with  further  Accounts  of  the  Approach  of  the  Enemy  to  the  Fron^ 
Hers  of  Pensylvania,  &c^,  as  also  your  Honour's  Message  to  your 
Assembly  of  the  5  Ins^  and  their  Answer^  which  to  me  seems  full 
of  Chichanery  and  Evasion. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  unhappy  Situation  your  Honour  is  in,  without 
Men,  Money,  Or  Arms,  to  do  any  thing  in  defence  of  His  Majesty's 
Honour  &  Interest,  and  of  the  Safety  of  the  poor  People  under  yoar 
Care ;  as  things  cannot  hold  in  this  Way,  but  with  the  utmost  Hazard 
of  the  King's  losing  a  fine  Province,  I  think  it  high  Time  that  the 
Oovernour  and  Council  should  address  the  King,  to  take  the  Govemm^ 
into  His  own  Hand;  &  if  no  other  Way,  to  be  done  by  an  Act  of  the 
British  Parliament;  &  I  should  think  it  the  wisest  Measure  the  Pro- 
prietors cou'd^o  into,  to  join  in  such  an  Application,  for  it's  very 
plain  they  are  not  able  to  defend  their  Province,  &  really,  Sir,  the 
Present  Constitution  seems  to  me  to  stand  upon  a  very  farraginous 
System. 

'  Inclosed  I  send  Your  Honour  Copy  of  an  Affidavit  I  reo'd  last 
Night  from  Mr.  Seer'y  Read,  by  which  you  will  find  the  little  Pro- 
vince of  New  Jersey  is  alive,  alert  and  exerting,  &  by  the  Accounts 
I  have  receiv'd  from  the  Frontiers,  if  the  Enemy  enter  this  Province, 
they  may  happen  to  meet  with  a  warm  Reception. 

I  think,  by  this  Affidavit,  the  Moravians  are  a  perfidious  Crew,  & 
if  this  Account  shou'd  further  be  confirmed  to  me,  I  shall  order  that 
all  the  Arms  &  Ammunition,  with  their  publiok  Papers,  be  imme- 
diately seized,  &  to  be  kept  in  safe  Custody  till  my  further  Direction ; 
and  I  believe  your  Honour  will  think  it  prudent  &  Reasonable  so  to 
act  with  the  Moravians  in  your  Government  at  Bethlehem  and  else- 
where. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Honour's 

Most  Obedient  . 

humble*  Serv^, 

J.  BELCHER. 
Eliz»  Towq,  (N.  Y.)  Nov  10, 1755. 

Directed. — L.  Gov'  Morris. 
IndoTsed.^Nor  10th  1755,  Gov'  Belcher. 

*  See  p.  471. 
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Wm.  Logan  to  Rich'd  Peters,  1755. 

Stenton,  11  m\  y  10, 1755. 
Respected  FH :  ^ 

I  just  now  recvd  the  Tncloscd  from  Durham  by  a  Moflsenger  sent 
on  Purpose,  and  send  it  for  thy  Perusal.  The  Person  that  Writes 
it  is  one  in  Company  with  Captr  Flower,  who  have  leased  Durltam 
Works  for  5  years.  Baxter,  the  person  mentioned  in  the  Letter, 
has  been  a  Collier  for  Sometime  at  Durham,  and  Suppose  may  be 
displeased  with  those  Qentlemen  on  Aooo^  of  their  not  Employing 
him,  and  therefore  inclinable  to  give  some  Uneasiness ;  Be  that  as 
it  will,  As  the  Durham  Lines  are  not  Settled,  or  cannot  be  found  on 
that  Side  where  they  are  Said  now  to  be  Surveying,  Owing  to  my 
not  being  able  to  get  the  Return  from  Edward  SueTl,  who  Surveyed 
it  And  as  I  took  out  a  Warr*  Sometime  Since  for  Some  Vacant  Land 
adjoing  Durham,  (not  Yet  Surveyed)  and  thou  promised  me  also  I 
should  also  have  another  for  those  800  Acres  yet  due  to  my  Father's 
Estate  on  a  former  right.  I  must  on  these  Considerations,  and  to 
prevent  Confusion  in  the  Survey  of  Durham  Lands,  request  thee  to 
write  a  few  Lines  to  John  Watson,  to  prevent  hb  proceedings  on 
those  Surveys,  or  till  at  least  Durham  Line  can  be  ascertained. 

I  Still  Continue  lame  &  unable  to  move  about,  otherwise  Should 
gladly  oome  to  town.  Am  pleased  to  hear  Conrad  Weiser  is  in  town, 
here  some  measures  Will  be  fallen  On  to  accommodate  Matters  with 

*  Indians,  as  And^*  Montour  &  Scarrowhady  are  also  with  Conrad. 

t  is  a  Critical  time  with  them,  and  this  Seems  the  Only  Opp^,  &  I 
think  a  favourable  One,  to  lay  Some  foundation  for  Preserving  our 
Ancient  Friendship  with  them,  Hope  the  Govern''  Will  not  leave 
Philad^,  as  I  hear  he  intends,  Until  Something  of  this  Sort  is  done 
and  the  Assembly  adjourned. 

A  few  Lines  p'  Return  of  (he  Bearer  to  John  Watron,  who  is  now 
at  or  near  Durham  making  Surveys,  which  I  Shall  Send  up  to  him 
immediately,  Will  Oblige  the  Durham  Owners,  & 

Thy  Assured  Friend, 

WILL'M  LOGAN. 

P.  S.  If  any  Persons  Should  apply  for  Warr^  for  Lands  ad- 
joins  Durham,  a9  the  Letter  mentions,  please  to  defer  grant*  them 
until  Durham  Line  is  run,  which  I  hope  will  be  Soon.  « 

Direeted. 
To  Richard  Peters,  Escf.^  In  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed,, 
W".  Logan,  10  Nov',  1755. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Mr.  Samuel  Robikson,  1755. 

At  the  Bequest  of  the  People  of  Hanover  TowDship,  in  your 
neighhourhooa,  I  have  orderd  one  hundred  weight  of  Gun  Powder 
and  two  hundred  weight  of  Lcad^  to  be  delivered  to  jou,  which  yoa 
will  carry  to  the  fort  at  your  house,  and  distribute  among  the  Inha- 
bitants in  as  equal  a  manner  as  may  be,  and  recomend  it  to  them  to 
be  oEireful  of  it.  I  have  no  arms  or  I  should  willingly  supply  those 
that  want,  and  are  willing  to  use  'em  in  defence  of  themselves  and 
their  country. 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

Philad*,  Nov'  11%  1765. 

Indorst  d. 

Gov  Morris  to  Sam^  Robinson^  of  Hanover  towns';  Lanc^  Coun- 
ty, Nov' 1I*\  1765. 


Timothy  Horsfisld  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

May  it  please  your  Honour. 
S': 

Since  my  last*  of  the  2'  Inst.,  I  have  examined  two  of  the  Breth- 
ren who  lately  Beturnd  from  Shomokin,  and  were  there  when  the 
murther  was  lately  commited  near  George  GabrielS;  which  I  now 
Inclose. 

As  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  People  who  were  lately  much  frigtoed 
in  these  parts  are  again  pretty  much  composd,  audi  cant  hear  of  any 
Mischief  being  done,  nor  of  any  French  or  Indians  being  seen  any 
where  near.  us. 

Two  of  the  Brethren,  which  you  will  please  to  observe  are  men- 
tioned in  the  Examination  I  now  send,  are  gone  to  Wyoming,  if  I 
can  learn  any  Thing  at  Their  Return  about  these  troublesome  Af- 
fairs worth  comunicating,  I  shall  take  care  speedily  to  do  ic 

My  not  sending  Your  Honour  this  Examination  before  now,  was 
occasion'd  by  my  being  Indisposed,  and  did  not  hear  for  several 
days  of  the  Persons  Return  home. 

I  am  with  all  Due  Respect, 

Your  Honours  Very  Obed* 
•  Humble  Serv*, 

TIMO.  HORSFIELD. 

Bethlehem,  Nov  11, 1755.      - 

Directed, 

To  the  Hon*'*  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Govcmour  of  Pen- 
silvania. 

Indorsed. 
Timothy  Horsfield,  11  Nov',  1755. 

*  See  it  on  {tage  458. 
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GeSL.  W.  SniRLET  TO  Gov.  MOBEIS,  1755. 

Albany,  Nov  II**,  1765. 
Dear  Sir,  ^  ^ 

At  the  same  time  that  1  please  myself  with  the  hope  of  your  be« 
log  arriv'd  at  New  York,  I  am  conoem'd  at  the  thooehts  of  my  Dot 
b^iDg  there  at  the  appointed  time  to  meet  you :  But  I  shall  dispatch 
the  Business  w^*  nooessarily  keeps  me  here  in  as  short  a  time  as  I 
possibly  can,  and  I  flatter  myself  with  the  th6ughts  of  having  the 
satisfaction  of  waiting  upon  you  at  New  York,  in  a  few  Days. 

I  am  in  great  haste,  and  with  the  most  perfect  truth  and  Bsteem^ 

D'  Sir, 

Your  Honour's  most  faithful! 

Humble  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
Eon^^*  Bobcrt  Hunter  Morris,  E6q^ 

Indorted, 
General  Shirley)  11  Nov',  1755. 


Copy  Okdbrs  Gov.  Belchkr  to  Col.  Johnston,  1765. 

By  his.  Excellency  JONATHAN  BELCHER,  Esqs 

{Locus  )      Cap*.  General  and  Governour  in  chief  in  &  over  his 
SigUli.  )      Majesty*  Province  of  Nova  Ca)sarea  or  New  Jersey, 
and  Territories  thereon  depending  in  America,  Chan- 
cellor  and  Vice  Admiral  in  the  same. 

To  the  Hon"*  Andrew  Johnston,  Esq'.,  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  of 
Militia  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  in  the  Province  aforesaid ;  or 
to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  said  Regiment  for  the  time 
being. 

Sir, 

Since  I  sent  You  my  Orders  for  a  speedy  Muster  of  Your  Regi- 
ment, I  have  rccievd  repeated  Accounts  of  the  Approach  of  th6  Sa- 
vage French  b  Indians  to  the  Borders  of  Pennsylvania  &  to  those  of 
this  Province,  committing  the  most  cruel  &  Barbarous  Outrages  on 
His  Majesty's  good  Subjects  in  Slaughter,  Blood  &  Fire,  wherever 
they  come. 

These  are  therefore  to  command  You  in  His  Majesty's  Name  to 
have  Your  Regiment  in  the  best  Readiness  to  march  to  the  Borders 
of  this  Province  or  that  of  Pennsylvania,  upon  the  most  sudden  No« 
tice  of  Distress  by  the  Enemy  for  the  Aid  &  Relief  of  His  Majestjf* 
Subjects,  &  I  shall  not  doubt  of  the  good  Courage  &  Spirit  of  Your- 
self, the  Officers  &  Men  of  your  Regiment,  to  proceed  where  it  shall 
Vol.  11.-21 
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be  tteeeasaiy,  &  I  woad-  have  you  publish  this  my  Order  at  the  Head 
of  Your  Begiment  on  their  Muster. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  at  ArmSy  at  the  Borough  of  Eli- 
sabeth, this  12  day  of  Not%  in  the  twenty  ninth  Year  of  His  Hi- 
jest/s  BeigU;  Annoq  :  I)omini|  1755. 

J.  B. 

Copy. 

Indorsed'^ 
Qor  Belcher's  Orders  to  the  CollonelS|  12  Nov';  1755. 


Gov.  DiKwiDDis  TO  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Williamsburg,  Nov.  12**,  1755. 
Sir, 

Your  two  Letters  of  the  29<^«  ult*,  &  the  2't  CurrS  came  both  to 
hand  Yesterday,  the  last  by  Express.  I  am  heajtily  sorry  for  the 
bad  News  you  give  me  of  the  Enemy's  advancement  to  Susquehanna, 
of  their  cruel  Murders,  &e.,  &  of  their  intention  to  build  a  Fort  on 
that  Biver,  which  News  I  received  some  few  days  before  I  had  jour 
Letter,  by  one  from  Mr.4i[arris  to  Col.  Washington.  I  hope  this 
News  will  raise  the  Spirits  of  your  Assembly,  to  strengthen  your 
Hands  for  the  Defence  "of  your  Country,  invaded  by  a  cruel  &  mer- 
ciless Enemy. 

I  immediately  on  receipt  of  your  Letter,  called  the  Council,  and 
they  were  deeply  affected  with  the  dismal  News,  &  join  me  in  Con- 
cern that  we  are  not  in  condition  to  supply  you  with  Arms,  oar 
Magazine  was  quite  exhausted  by  the  Arms  supplied  N.  York  &  the 
Jerseys,  &  if  I  had  not  procured  a  supply  of  400  from  Admiral  Bos- 
cawen,  we  should  not  have  been  able  to  arm  the  Becruits  now  rais- 
ing. If  you  want  one  hundred  Barrells  of  Powder,  I  can  supply 
you,  on  your  engaging  to  replace  the  same  in  six  Months  Time. 

Mr.  Harris  wrote  the  Intention  of  these  Banditti  to  attack  this 
Dominion ;  we  have  raised  about  400  Becruits,  &  I  have  ordered 
four  hundred  of  the  Militia  to  join  them  near  to  Fort  Cumberland, 
to  protect  our  Frontiers  on  that  side,  &  four  Companies  of  Bangers 
in  the  County  of  Augusta,  where  they  have  come  with  flying  Par- 
ties, &  murdered  many  of  our  People,  burnt  their  Houses,  &  carried 
many  off  Prisoners. 

From  this  true  detail  of  our  Situation,  you  may  easily  perceive 
how  unable  I  am  to  give  you  any  Assistance;  and  I  doubt  not  you 
will  join  with  me,  that  all  these  Calamities  are  greatly  owing  to  Col. 
Dunbar's  precipitant  March  from  our  Frontiers,  not  leaving  one 
Begular  to  protect  us. 

'^  See  it  CoL  Beo.  Vol  VL  p.  651.  f  See  page  454  of  Architsf. 
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I  doobt  not  your  Aflsembl^,  (if  Doi  infatnated  with  a  lethargidr 
rapineDees,)  wUl  now,  in  this  time  of  so  iminent  danger,  give  yoa 
such  supplies  as  this  extraordiDary  Emergency  requires,  &  if  possi* 
bloi  to  form  a  proper  Militia  for  Protection  of  the  Colonyi  irith  pro* 
per  Laws  for  conducting  them. 

Oar  Assembly  have  n>rmed  a  Militarr  LaW|  similar  to  that  of  Hi« 
Majesty's  BegularSi  but  they  began  to  be  fractions,  &  entering  into 
Cabals  very  inconsistent  ,with  their  Duty  at  this  Period  of  Time, 
when  surrounded  with  Enemies.  I  therefore  thought  it  necessary 
for  His  Majesty's  Service,  &  the  good  of  this  dominion  to  dissolve 
them,  &  have  issued  Writs  for  the  Election  of  a  new  House  of  Bur- 
gesses, which  I  hope  will  answer  my  ezpectatioas. 

I  beg  you  will  give  me  Notice  of  any  further  Attempts  of  the 
Enemy,  '&  the  operations  you  may  propose  for  defeating  their  De« 
signs,  &  I  am  really  concerned  that  it's  not  in  my  Power  to  give  yon 
any  Assistance  at  .this  Time.  It  gives  me  much  uneasiness  &  sur- 
prize, to  see  an  handful  of  Men  come  into  the  British  Dominions,  & 
commit  the  most  horrid  cruelties,  when  I  consider  the  number  of  our 
People;  if  they  could  be  brought  to  a  strict  union  among  themselves 
for  the  protection  of  the  Whole,  but  I  fear  this  will  never  be  done 
without  the  Intervention  of  the  British  Parliament,  which  I  sin- 
ocrely  wish  may  be  soon  effected.  I  am  with  very  great  Begard  & 
Bespect, 

Sir, 

Tour  most  obed't  h'ble  Servant, 

-     KOBT.  DINWIDDIE. 

*P.  S.  I  wish  I  could  have  accompanied  you  to  N.  York,  but  the 
affairs  of  this  Govemm*  at  present  will  not  admit  of  my  absence. 

Governor  Morris. 

Iwforiedy 
Nov.  12th,  1756,  Gov'r  Dbwiddie. 


Geobge  Gkoghan  to  James  IIamilton,  1755. 

Shippensbourg,  Nov.  12%  1755. 
Honoured  S', 

Permitt  me  att  this  Critical  Time,  to  give  you  y*  (olowing  Infor- 
mation of  y«  Designs  of  y«  Enemy,  itt  was  my  duty  to  have  Wrote 
to  y  Present  Governor,  butt  as  be  has  nott  thought  proper  to  Desire 
me  to  give  him  any  accounts  of  Indian  Affairs,  since  y«  Defate  of 
Gioerai  Braddock,  I  did  nott  Now  how  his  honour  wold  take  it  from 
me,  or  what  Creadett  he  wold  givo  to  such  an  Account,  as  I  have 
nott  the  Xest  acquaintance  of  his  honour,  But  I  flater  my  self  y' 
hononif  will  at  Lest  |(eruse  y*  folowing  accounts  which  I  had  from 


I 


484  PENNSTLYANIA  ABflfilVBS  1765. 

one  of  y  Six  Niitioi»|  who  I  Bliye  is  yett  a  Stidey  friend  if  tbeie  be 
one  of  y  Natioiii  and  make  snoli  use  of  itt  as  joo  shall  Judg^  pro- 
per, tho'  I  most  Bequest  y  favor  y  honour  will  nott  make  itt  pab- 
lick  from  whome  you  had  this  Inteliganoe,  so  that  neither  of  y  In. 
terpreters  may  have  itt  in  their  power  to  tell  y*  IndianS|  from  whomo 
y*  Aooounts  oame. 

I  am;  y  honours  most 

humble  &  obedient 

'^  U^  Servant, 

GEO.  CROGHAN. 

1'*.  The  Six  Nations,  Dalaways,  Shannas,  Wandotts  &  Tvatwees, 
has  had  a  Grand  Council,  in  which  itt  was  Determined  that  y  four 
Latter  tribes  should  Ingage  y  fruntiers  of  Verginia,  Merrej^land  k 
Pensylvania,  this  Winter,  and  Drive  y*  Inhabitance  over  y*  South 
Mountain,  y*"  Six  Nations  to  stand  Netuer  till  Spring  to  this  Conn- 
eel,  y«  Mohocks  and  one  other  Tribe  was  no  way  Privey,  nor  New 
any  thing  about. 

2^,  That  y*  Six  Nations,  while  they  stand  Netuer,  are  to  make  all 

J*  intrest  they  can  with  y*"  Southerd  Indians,  to  draw  them  to  their 
ntrest,  and  setel  them  on  y  Ohio,  as  they  have  allrcady  settled 
some  of  y*  uper  Cherikees  on  Kentouokey,  a  Greek  near  y"  Lower 
Shanna.  town,  this  you  may  depend  on  for  truth. 

3"'.  All  y*'  Indian  Tribes  over  y  Leaks,  are  to  asist  the  French 
to  y  Nourd  against  Ginrel  Shirley  and  Ginrel  Johnston. 

4^^.  The  same  Man  informs  me  that  there  has  been  butt  8  In- 
dians oome  from  Ohio  to  Suskehanna  this  fall  to  Councel,  that  those 
8  &  y«  Wayandots  that  was  Down  att  Councel  this  fall,  asisted  by 
ye  Suskehanna  Indians,  Don  all  y^  Merder  that  wa^  Don  on  Subke- 
hanna,  which  I  am  realy  Certain  is  y"  Truth. 

Sir, 

From  ye  Misfortunes  I  have  had  in  Tread,  which  oblldgcs  me  to 
keep  at  a  Greatt  distance,  I  have  itt  nott  in  my  power  to  forword 
Intelegance  so  soon  as*  I  could  wish,  however,  if  itt  be  thought  worth 
Notice,  I  will  aquaint  the  Goverment  with  lany  thing  I  ean  find  ontt 
that  will  Tend  to  ye  hurt  of  my  King  &  Country,  for  certainly  je 
Indians  are  only  amuseing  the  Goverment,  while  they  arc  privey,  if 
not  asisting  to  ye  Merders  done. 

I  have  butt  a  Stockcade  fortt  att  Aughick,  and  have  about  40 
men  with  me  there,  butt  how  long  I  shall  uo  able  to  keep  itt,  I  realy 
can't  tell.    I  am,  yo'r  honours, 

as  Before, 

G.  C. 
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Geo.  Croghan  to  Mr.  Hamilton;  Shippensbnrg^  Nov.  12tli;  1755. 

Directedf 
To  JamoB  HamiltoQ|  Baq.,  Philadelpfaia. 


Reprbsentation  op  Citizens  to  the  Assembly,  1755. 

A  Representation  to  the  Oenenil  Assemblj  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 

aylvania,  by  some  of  the  Principal  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of 

Philadelphia^  in  the  said  Province. 
Gentlemen, 

At  a  Time  when  a  bold  and  barbarous  Enemy  has  advanced  with- 
in aboQt  a 'hundred  miles  of  our  Metropolis,  carrying  Murder  and 
Desolation  along  with  them }  and  when  we  see  the  Country  already 
stained  with  the  Blood  of  many  of  its  Inhabitants,  and  upwards  of  a 
Thousand  Families,  who  lately  enjoyed  Peace  &  Comfort  in  their  own 
Habitations,  now  dispersed,  over  the  Province,  many  of  them  in  the 
most  miserable  and  starving  Condition,  exposed  to  all  the  Hardships 
&  Severity  of  the  Season ;  we  say,  in  such  a  Situation,  we  should 
think  ourselves  greatly  wanting  in  regard  for  our  own  personal  Safety, 
as  well  as  in  Compassion  for  our  bleeding  and  suffering  Fellow-sub« 
jects,  if  we  did  not  thus  publiokly  join  our  names  to  the  number  of 
those  who  are  requesting  you  to  pass  a  Law  in  Order  to  put  the 
Province  in  *a  Posture  of  Defence,  &  put  a  Stop  to  those  Savage 
Outrages,  which  must  otherwise  soon  prove  our  Ruin. 

We  hope  we  shall  alwa3fs  be  enabled  to  preserve  tbat  Respect  to 
yon,  which  we  would  willingly  pay  to  those  who  are  the  faithful  Repre* 
sentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  thid  Province.  But,  on  the  present 
Occasion,  you  will  forgive  us.  Gentlemen,  if  we  assume  characters 
something  higher  than  that  of  humble  Suitors,  praiying  for  the  De- 
fence of  our  Lives  and  Properties,  as  a  matter  of  Grace  lor  Favour 
on  your  Side.  You  will  permit  us  to  make  a  positive  and  immediate 
Demand  of  it,  as  a  matter  of  perfect  &  unalienable  Right  on  our 
own  Parts,  both  bv  the  Laws  of  God  &  Man.  And  to  this  we  are 
induced  by  the  following  Considerations. 

1.  The  Approach  of  winter  brings  the  dreadful  Prospect  of  the 
continaal  Increase  of  the  Inroads  of  those  preying  Savages  upon  our 
Inhabitants,  unless  a  proper  Force  is  immediately  provided  to  protect 
and  defend  them.  ,  . 

2.  The  proper  and  natural  Force  of  ev^ry  Country  is  its  Militia^ 
without  which  we  know  of  no  Government  that  ever  could  subsist 
itself,  for  it  is  highly  unreasonable  to  think  that  the  l^urdcn  of  De- 
fence should  fall  upon  a  few  Individuals  when  the  Design  of  Govern- 
ment is  to  obtain  general  Sccurityj  by  a  general  Union  of  the  Force 
of  Individuals. 
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Gov.  Sharpb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

N.  York,  November  the  13*%  1755 
Sir: 

I  thank  yon  for  your  Letter  inclosing  your  Message  to  the  As- 
sembly, &  their  Address  thereon  which  I  have  received,  I  think 
there  is  but  little  room  to  hope  that  the  Issue  of  Your  Assembly's 
Meeting  has  been  such  as  could  be  wished,  tho'  it  is  reported  hero 
that  you  have  obtained  from  them  a  large  Sum  for  the  Defence  of 
the  Frontiers ;  General  Shirley  is  at  Albany,  but  I  have  not  yet  heard 
from  him,  I  believe  I  shall  stay  to  see  him  which  I  hope  I  shall  do 
tho  Beginning  of  next  week  at  farthest,  I  hope  within  three  or  four 
Days  afterwards  to  be  able  to  pay  my  Respects  to  You  at  Philadel* 
phia,  &  to  assure  you  again  that  I  am  with  tho  greatest  Regard. 

Sir, 

Your  most  hum^^«  obed^  servant, 

HORO.  SHARPS. 

Indorsed, 

Gov.  Sharpe,  Lre. 


t  H.  Fox,  Skcr't,  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

WhitehaU,  14th  Nov'.  1756. 

Sir:  • 

His  Majesty  having  been  graciously  pleased  on  the  Resignation  of 
Sir  Tho*  liobinson,  to  honor  me  with  tho  Office  of  His  Principal 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Southern  Department ;  I  am  to  desire 
that  you  will  for  the  future  address  your  Letters  to  me,  which  you 
may  be  assured,  I  shall  punctually  and  regularly  lay  before  The 
King,  and  transmit  to  you,  such  instructions,  and  Orders,  as  His 
Majesty  may  think  proper  to  givo  for  your  Guidance  &  Direction. 

I  am. 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

H.  FOX. 

P.  S.  Your  Letters  of  July  30<^,  &  Auc*^  28*S  have  been  le- 
ceived. 

Indorsed. — M'.  Fox. 

DepyGoV.  of  Pensylvania. 
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Examination  of  H.  Fby,  &c.— Affairs  at  Wyoming,  1755. 

The  Examination  of  John  Shmick  &  Henry  Fry  at  their  return  from 
a  Journey  to  Wayoming : 

Q. — ^When  came  you  to  Wayoming  ? 

A. — We  set  out  from  Bethlehem  the  6th  Inst*,  &  arrived  at  Way- 
oming the  10th. 

Q. — ^What  occurr'd  to  you  on  the  Way  there  ? 

A. — Last  Sunday,  the  9th,  We  met  with  a  Indian  who  had  a  Bun- 
dle of  Skins  on  his  Back  and  a  Gun  in  his  Hand,  who  as  soon  as  he 
saw  Us,  cried  out  in  a  great  Fright,  who  are  you  7  we  answer'd,  good 
Friends.  We  then  ask'd  him  where  he  oame  from,  and  where  Ho 
would  so  to  ?  He  Answer'd,  from  Wayoming,  and  was  going  to 
Gnadenniitten.  And  when  he  came  near  to  Us,  We  ohserv'd  that 
He  tremhled  with  Fear.  He  then  ask'd  Us  where  we  came  from  f 
And  hearing  that  we  came  from  Qnadenhiitten,  he  shook  Hands 
friendly  with  us,  &  laid  his  Gun  down  hy  a  Tree  and  lit  his  Pipe,  • 
and  ask'd  how  the  Indians  in  Gnadenhtitten  did,  and  if  all  was  quiet 
&  peaceable  there  ?  We  answer'd  that  all  was  well  &  peaceable.  He 
was  a  Delaware,  &  Shmick  spoke  Belaware  with  Him.  He  had  a 
B'  in  Gnadenhutten,  whom  he  was  then  going  to  Visit.  N.  B.  We 
had  no  Gun  with  us.  Some  Hours  after,  as  we  went  np  a  Mountain, 
We  observ'd  a  Bear  Skin  with  Flesh  in  it,  tied  up  with  a  carrying 
Band,  hang  on  a  Tree  by  the  way,  and  as  we  went  down  on  the  other 
Side,  an  Indian  overtook  Us,  and  told  Us  that  the  Indiam  whom  the 
Flesh  belong'd  to  was  afraid  of  Us,  and  had  run  into  the  Woods  to 
hide  himself  He  that  told  us  this  was  on  Horseback  &  going  from 
Gnadenhiitten  home  to  Wayoming,  and  we  had  no  fmrther  Discourse 
with  him.  The  next  day,  in  going  down  the  Wayoming  Mountain, 
We  saw  an  Indian  before  us  with  a  Bear  Skin,  and  Deer  Skin,  and 
some  Flesh  on  his  Back  &  a  Gun  in  his  Hand,  who  as  soon  as  ho 
observ'd  Us,  walk'd  so  Fast  that  we  could  not  overtake  him  in  two 
Miles  Distance,  but  being  then  a  good  way  before  Us,  He  rested  his 
Burden  against  a  Tree,  &  seeing  we  had  no  Gun  with  us,  He  stayed 
till  we  oame  up  With  him,  we  then  ask'd  Him  where  He  lived  ?  He 
said  at  Wayoming,  and  so  we  pass'd  on  &  left  Him.  He  was  a 
Delaware,  and  look'd  Frightened.  About  Noon  we  cross'd  the  Sus- 
quehanna and  came  to  Wayoming,  where  the  Indians,  as  soon  as 
they  heard  of  White  People  being  come,  They  all  stood  at  their 
Doors  to  see  Us,  &  saluted  Us  &  we  them,  &  so  we  went  along  Hill 
we  came  to  Packshanos  their  Chief's  House,  where  the  Indians  came 
to  Us,  shook  Hands  with  us,  &  bid  us  welcome. 

Q. — How  long  did  you  stay  there  ? 

A. — From  Monday  Noon  'till  Tuesday  Morning  at  Sunrise. 

Q. — ^What  was  your  business  there  ? 

A. — We  were  sent  from  Bethlehem  by  B'  Spangenberg  to  the 
Shawano  Chiefs  Packshanos  &  Abraham  &  Jonathan^  Indians  livincr 
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at  Wajoming,  ta  salate  tbem  and  desire  them  AssisCanoe  to  get  oar 
B'  Mark  Kiefer  from  Shomokia  to  Wajoming,  &  to  send  hiin  with 
our  B'  Post,  who  is  now  at  Wayoming,  to  Bethlehem^  to  escape  the 
Banger  they  are  exposed  to  in  those  Parts. 

Q. — What  has  been  Post's  Business  there  ? . 

A. — As  there  are  Indians  lately  removed  there  from  Onaden- 
hiitten  &  Sheoomeco,  &  other  Places,  to  whom  the  Brethren  for  these 
many  Tears  past  have  preaoh'd  the  Gospel,  &  some  of  them  are  bap- 
tised, His  proper  Business,  &  the  only  Commission  he  has  from  the 
Goncregation  at  Bethlehem  is,  (to  use  the  Indians  own  Phrase,)  to 
speak  Words  to  them  of  their  Ood  &  Creator  as  often  as  they  da» 
sire  it. 

Q. — What  Answer  did  Packshanos,  Abraham,  &  Jonathan  give 
to  the  Message  you  brought  them  from  B'  Spangenberg. 

A.— Packshanos  &  Abraham  said  we  are  old,  we  can't  travel  well, 
bat  said  Packshanos,  I  will  send  my  Son,  &  Jonathan  s*,  I  am  willing 
to  go  with  him,  &  to  fetch  the  B'  to  Wayoming,  if  he  is  yet  alive; 
and  accordingly  they  set  out  early  on  Tuesday  the  11th.  We  gave 
them  a  Letter  to  Mark  Kiefer  from  B'  Spangenberg,  &  PackshaDOs 
gave  them  the  following  Instructions,  viz^,  To  go  down  the  River  on 
that  side  as  far  as  Labach  Peters,  &  there  cross  the  River,  &  enquire 
at  Labach  Peters  (a  small  Indian  Town)  how  it  was  at  Shomokin,  if 
the  French  were  there,  as  they  in  Wayomick  had  been  informed, 
erecting  a  Fort ;  and  if  they  were  there  inform'd  of  danger,  then  to 
proceed  till  within  6  Miles  of  Shomokin  &  there  to  leave  their  Horses, 
&  to  go  on  in  the  Night  to  Shomokin,  &  to  go  to  the  B'*  House  & 
get  him  away  in  the  Night  &  convey  him  to  Wayoming.  And 
Mark  Kicfer's  Instructions  is,  to  leave  the  House  &  Things  at  all 
Adventures,  &  go  forthwith  along  with  them  to  Wayoming,  &  from 
thence  to  Bethlehem. 

Q. — What  further  Conversation  had  you  with  the  Indians  there? 
'  A. — Jonathan,  an  Indian,  told  us  that  Packshanos  and  Abraham, 
Jonathan's  Father,  and  some  others,  were  sent  for  to  Shomokin,  k 
when  they  came  there  they  found  that  the  Indians  there  were  con* 
vened  to  a  Treaty,  Where  a  Mohawk  French  Indian  gave  a  String  of 
Wampum  &  address'd  the  other  Indians  in  these  Terms :  Your  Grand 
Father,  i.  e.,  the  French  King,  sends  you  Word  that  I  intend  to 
come  down  with  1500  Men  with  mc,  but  do  not  you  be  afraid.  For 
I  do  not  design  to  hurt  you,  but  only  the  White  People  like  my 
Self;  bat  I  would  let  yon  know  that  I  have  a  broad,  sharp  Hatchet, 
therefore  do  you  stand  of  &  come  not  near  lest  you  get  hurt,  for  my 
Hatchet  is  very  Broad  &  Sharp.  To  whom  the  Indians  made  An- 
swer, if  this  is  your  Intention,  then  come  not  thro'  our  Lfmd.  They 
told  us  Further,  that  they  were  afraid  of  the  English,  for  they  had 
been  told  that  they  intended  to  come  to  Wayoming  &  bind  the  In- 
dians, &  carry  them  to  Philad",  and  if  any  resisted,  they  would  cut 
his  Head  off,  &  ask'd  us  if  we  knew  any  thing  of  it?  We  answer'd, 
that  it  is  true  that  the  white  People  are  very  much  disturb' d;  because 
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tibat  80  many  of  them  hove  been  murthcr'd  aboaft  the  Sasqnehanai 
and  a  White  Man,  who  was  fired  at  &  wounded,  made  his  Eseape, 
&  reported  that  it  was  a  Delaware  who  shot  him,  &  that  the  white 
People  did  not  know  how  to  understand  the  Matter,^whether  the 
Mnrther  was  committed  by  our  Indians  or  by  French  Indians,  or 
who  else  had  done  it.  He,  Paokshanos,  said  that  he  oould  answer 
for  it,  that  not  one  of  his  Wayoming  Indiana  had  any  Hand  in  it. 
But  it  may  be  that  the  Delawares,  Shawanos,  &  other  Indians  aboni 
the  Allegheny  Mountains  &  Ohio,  may  have  been  procured  by  the 
French  to  do  this  Mischief.  We  told  that  we  thought  it  would  be 
«ell  if  He  sent  Word  to  the  Qovernour  of  it,  &  that  he  mi^Lt  be  in- 
form'd  of  their  Mind,  and  prevent  any  misunderstanding.  To  which 
Packshanos  &  Abraham  answer'd,  that  we  have  done  2  days  ago  by 
2  Strings  of  Wampum  and  a  Message  to  the  Govemour,  by  Mr. 
Charles  Broadhead ;  that  as  the  Gbvemour  told  us  at  a  Treaty  last 
Spring,  that  we,  the  Indians  of  Wayoming,  should  sit  still  tube  quiet| 
&  that  we  have  rcceiv'd  Word  &  a  String  of  Wampum  to  the  same 
purpose  from  Gen>  Johnson,  and  we,  the  Indians  at  Wayomine,  in 
Consequence  of  the  Oovemour's  &  Johnson's  Word,  do  sit  stUl  & 
are  quiet  But  still  they  are  in  Fear,  &  know  not  what  to  do,  for 
there  comes  no  Trader  now  amongst  them,  and  they  are  afraid  to  go 
among  the  white  People,  &  their  Ammunition  is  spent,  if  they  should 
have  occasion  to  defend  themselves,  they  would  be  in  the  greatest 
distress.  And  they  ask'd  us  if  «the  Brethren  at  Bethlehem  or  Gna» 
denhiitten  had  Powder  &  Lead  to  sell  ?    We  answer'dno. 

Jonathan  also  informed  us  that  Packshanos  kept  very  good  order 
among  his  Indians  at  Wayoming,  &  that  no  one  goes  out  a  Hunting 
without  first  acquainting  Him,  when  &  where  he  intends  to  go,  and 
when  He'll  return,  that  so  upon  any  Occasion  the  Indians  may  very 
soon  be  called  together. 

Taken  before  me^  on  their  Solemn  Affirmation,  the  16th  Nov% 
1756. 

TIM«-  HORSPIELD.* 


^Gen.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Albany,  Nov*  15, 1755. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  Afternoon  I  bad  the  Honour  of  receiving  two  Packetts 
from  you  by  Express,  the  first  dated  Octo'  Sh^yfand  a  subsequent  one 
without  Date ;  in  the  former  of  these  you  represent  to  roe  the  Devas- 
tations now  making  by  the  French,  &  Indians  in  their  Interest,  upon 
his  Majesty's  Subjects  in  the  back  Settlements  of  your  Government, 
and  the  Designs  which  you  apprehend  the  French  have  upon  his 

*  Ineloned  in  T.  H.'b  Letter  of  November  6th,  see  ExaminAtion  of  Seidel 
and  Zeisberger,  page  468.  t  ^^-  ^^^*  ^^^'  ^I*  P-  ^^ 
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Majesty's  Tprritories  there,  particmlarly  Shamokin ;  and  aoqnaiat  me 
"  that  your  Coanoil  have  unaniinously  advis'd  you  to  apply  to  me, 
^  to  order  such  of  his  Majesty's  Forces  as  the  Ezigenoies  of  the 
**  ProVinoe  under  your  Command  require,  and  his  Majesty's  Servioe 
'^  in  the  other  Colonies  will  permit  me  to  spare,''  and  in  the  latter 
you  inform  me,  you  have  reoeiv'd  further  IntoUigenee  of  the  Mis- 
ohie&  and  Cruelties  oommitted  by  the  Indians;  ^  that  you  are  with- 
'<  out  Men,  Money,  Arms  or  Ammunition  at  your  Disposal,  can  get 
^  no  aid  from  the  Assliembly  of  your  ProTince,  and  do  not  see  how  you 
<'  can  protect  the  People,  or  secure  the  Province  from  being  lay'd 
<^  waste  unless  I  will  supply  you  with  Troops  &  Money  for  that  Pur- 
*'  pose,''  and  desire  me  to  furnish  you  with  the  latter  upon  the  foun- 
dation of  Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  Circular  Letter,  dated  June  19*^, 
to  the  several  (Governors  upon  this  Continent,  directing  them  to 
apply  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Forces  for  the 
time  being  in  North  America,  for  such  sums  of  money  w*^  may  be 
necessary  to  discharge  such  Ezpences,  as  have  been  or  may  be  in* 
ourr'd  on  Ace*  of  the  Services  or  Operations  to  be  perform'd  by 
them,  or  in  any  respect  under  their  Directions,  and  which  are  not 
properly  chargeable  to*  the  Account  of  their,  respective  Govern- 
ments. 

I  am  extremely  concem'd.  Sir,  at  the  calamitous  Situation  of  his 
Majesty's  distress'd  Subjects  in  the  back  Settlements  of  your  Pro- 
vince, without  any  prospect  of  immediate  Belief  from  your  Oovem- 
teent|  and  the  cruel  Depopulations  daily  made  in  his  Territories 
there,  w^^  seem  at  present  to  be  abandoned  to  the  Enemy.  I  do  as- 
sure you,  if  it  was  in  my  Power  to  send  you  present  Succour  from 
his  Majesty's  Forces  under  my  Command,  I  would  do  it  with  the 
greatest  Pleasure ;  But  the  State  of  those  Forces,  and  the  Colonies 
where  they  are  posted,  will  not  admit  of  my  doing  it.  The  three 
Eegiments  in  Nova  Scotia  are  but  barely  sufficient,  with  the  New 
England  Auxiliaries  now  there,  to  protect  that  Province  against  the 
Attempts  nr^  may  be  suddenly  made  by  the  French  ;  Sir  William 
Pepperrell's  and  my  own  Regiments,  except  a  very  small  Detach- 
menty  are  posted  at  Oswego,  upon  the  Carrying  Place  at  Oneida,  & 
at  the  German  Flatts,  for  the  protection  of  the  first  mention'd  Im- 
portant Place,  and  our  necessary  Magazines  of  Stores  &  Provisions 
at  the  other  two,  upon  the  preservation  of  which  all  the  Operations 
of  an  early  Campaign  the  next  Spring  absolutely  depend ;  of  the 
two  British  Regiments  in  the  City  the  Effectives  fit  for  Duty  do  not 
exceed  1050,  and  600  of  those  have  held  themselves  in  readiness 
these  two  Days  to  march  to  the  Assistance  of  the  Army  at  Lake 
George,  w^^  i^  alarmed  with  Intelligence  of  a  very  large  Body  of  the 
Enemy's  being  in  motion  to  attack  it,  and  it  is  necessary  the  re- 
mainder of  them  should  continue  here;  Besides,  the  sending  of 
those  Regiments,  or  any  considerable  part  of  them  this  Winter  to  the 
back  parts  of  your  Province;  must  inevitably  ruin  his  Majesty's 
Service  for  the  next  Spring. 
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As  to  mj  faniisliiDg  yon  with  the  King's  money,  Sir,  for  defray- 
ing Kzpenoes,  w<^  you  take  Notice  of  in  yoor  Letter  is  chargeable 
to  the  Account  of  yonr  Government,  the  bare  Inspection  of  Sir 
Thomas  Robinson's  Letter  must  shew  it  to  be  oat  of  my  Power,  and 
I  can't  but  hope  that  yonr  rich  populous  Oovemment  will  not  con« 
tinue  insensible  of  the  Deyastations  daily  made  in  their  Country } 
but  if  it  was  possible  that  their  Duty  to  his  Majesty,  &  a  sense  of 
the  Miseries  of  the  People  in  the  ezpos'd  parts  of  the  Government 
should  not  be  sufficient  Motives  to  them  to  protect  the  People  under 
their  Care,  yet  their  own  Interest,  &  even  preservation  as  a  Govern- 
ment must  effectually  prevail  with  them  to  do  it. 

As  to  the  Provisions  w*^  you  mention  in  your  Letter  to  have  been 
purchas'd  by  you  for  General  Braddock,  and  to  be  left  in  your  Hands 
and  w<^  you  purpose  to  use  for  the  People  in  the  back  parts  of  your 
Province ;  if  you  will  take  upon  you  to  have  them  replac'd  in  tho 
City  of  New  York  by  April  next,  in  such  Case  I  shall  have  no  Ob- 
jection t6'your  using  them  upon  the  present  Occasions,  otherwise  I 
can't  consent  to  have  those  Provisions  diverted  from  the  use  of  the 
King's  Troops. 

The  Powder  and  Ordnance  Stores  in  Fort  Cumberland  are  lodg'ct 
there  for  his  Majesty's  Service  in  an  Expedition  against  the  French 
Settlements  upon  the  Ohio,  which  I  hope  will  be  effectually  carry'd 
on  the  next  year,  so  that  I  can't  possibly  order  any  part  of  them  for 
the  use  of  the  Inhabitants  of  your  Government,  where  I  suppose  a 
sufficient  Quantity  may  be  had  for  the  present  Occasion  of  the  ez- 
pos'd Inhabitants. 
I  am. 

Sir,        Your  most  obedient 

Humble  Sevant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

Hon^i«  Robert  Hunter  Morris^  Esq'. 

JnJorged. 
Gen»  Shirley,  Albany,  Nov'  15**,  1755. 


Gen.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Albany,  Nov  W\  1755. 
Dear  Sir : 

It  gives  me  Pain  to  See  the  Distress  of  mind,  which  I  know  so 
generous  tin  one  as  yours  must  be  in  upon  the  Calamitous  Situation 
of  the  poor  Peoplo  in  the  back  Settlements  of  your  Governm^  is, 
the  daily  Devastation  &  Incroachmcnts  made  within  &  upon  his  Ma- 
jesty's Territories  under  your  Command,  owing  to  the  Obstinacy  & 
perverseness  of  your  Assembly,  and  to  find  myself  incapable  of 
giving  you  and  the  poor  expoa'd  Sufferers  thcdesir'd  Assistance. 

The  only  Advice  t  can  give  you  under  these  malanoholly  Circum- 


496  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1755. 

sfamees,  is  to  eontinne  to  do  (as  yon  baye  hitherto  done)  evcrj  thing  in 
yonr  Power  to  encourage  the  People  to  exert  themselves  in  their 
own  Defence,  &  to  persevere  in  yonr  Representations  to  the  Assem- 
bly of  the  ruinous  State  of  these  People,  and  the  imminent  danger 
there  is  of  great  part  of  the  Provinces  being  suddenly  lost  to  the 
Enemy,  and  in  your  Applications  to  them  (the  Assembly)  to  do 
their  Duty  to  their  King  &  Country  in  putting  an  End  to  the  Mise- 
ries &  Pain  of  the  poor  ezpos'd  SuffererSj  and  preventing  the  loss 
which  the  Crown  is  threaten'd  with. 

This,  my  Dear  Sir,  is  all  you  can  do  at  present,  k  to  wait  with 
patience  for  the  Success  of  your  EndeavourSi  which  yon  should  not 
dispair  of. 

Amidst  these  publick  Evils  w*^  surround  &  distress  yon,  it  gives 
me  great  Pleasure  to  find  the  promising  prospect  yon  have  of  great- 
ly increasing  your  private  Fortune,  &  laying  up  happier  hours  for 
yourself  when  you  shall  be  rid  of  your  present  Troubles. 

1  am  very  sorry  for  &  greatly  surpris'd^at  the  part  Franklin  hath 
acted  towards  you. 

Leslie  and  Scott  are  to  set  out  tomorrow  in  order  to  wdt  upon 
you,  and  assisting  in  settling  the  Waggoner's  Aoconnts,  &c. 

The  Troops  must  have  perish'd  if  I  had  not  consented  to  the 
building  of  some  Barracks;  I  did  every  thing  to  avoid  it  I  could. 

My  Orders  to  Colonel  Dunbar  were  to  leave  the  Independent  Com- 
panies at  Fort  Cumberland ;  when  he  had  brought  them  to  Phila- 
delphia, I  then  indeed  order'd  him  to  bring  them  to  Albany. 

Your  Nephew  merits  every  thing  which  I  can  with  Propriety  do 
for  him,  and  the  kindness  I  have  conceived  for  him  with  my  Friend- 
ship to  you  will  prompt  mo  in  the  strongest  manner  to  do  it. 

The  incbs'd  will  shew  you  what  I  am  order'd  to  do  by  the  Lords 
Justices.  I  think  the  concerting  a  general  Plan  of  Operations  for 
the  ensiling  Year  a  Work  of  very  great  Consequence  to  his  Majesty's 
Service  &  all  the  Colonies,  and  will  be  the  most  effectual  means  for 
putting  an  End  to  Mischiefs  now  reigning  in  yonr  own  Government, 
and  preventing  the  like  for  the  future ;  and  I  can't  but  think,  if  joa 
can  possibly  attend  the  Council  I  shall  hold  at  New  York  on  the 
first  or  second  of  December,  if  possible,  without  very  extraordinary 
Inconveniences  &  Dangers  arising  to  your  Province  from  your  Ab- 
sence for  a  few  days,  it  would  greatly  promote  the  public  Good,  & 
be  well  taken  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers.  If  this  Opportunity  is 
lost  a  Congress  of  Governors  can't  be  had  this  Year,  &  his  Majesty's 
Service,  I  am  persuaded,  must  suffer  greatly  for  want  of  it. 

I  beg,  the  Instant  you  receive  this,  in  case  you  shall  not  meet  me, 
you  will  dispatch  your  Answer  to  me  at  New  York^  to  let  me  know  it. 
I  am  with  great  Truth  and  Esteemi 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  Affectionate  Friend,  and 

&ithfull  Humble  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

Hon***  Robert  Hunter  MorriS;  Esq'. 
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P.  S.    I  have  desired  Gov'  Sharpe,  notwithstanding  his  former 
Disappointment  to  be  present  at  the  Goancil. 
Indaned, 

General  Shirley^  15  Not',  1755. 


Extract  from  Governor  Shirley's  Letter  to  Gov. 

Morris,  1755. 

The  iDclosod  will  Shew  you  what  I  am  ordered  to  do  by  y*  Lords 
Jastices ;  I  think  y«  eonoerting  a  general  Plan  of  Operations  for  y* 
ensuing  Year,  a  work  of  very  great  Consequence  to  his  Majesty's 
Service,  and  all  y*  Colonies,  &  will  be  y*  most  effectual  means  of 
putting  an  End  to  Mischiefs  now  reigning  in  your  own  Government, 
&  preventing  y*  like  for  y"  future,  and  I  can't  but  think  if  you  can 
possibly  attend  y"  Council  I  shall  hold  at»  New  York  on  y*  first  or 
second  of  December,  if  possible,  without  very  extraordinary  Incon- 
veniences &  Dangers  arising  to  your  Province  from  your  absence  for 
a  few  Days,  it  would  greatly  promote  y*  Public  Good,  &  be  well  taken 
by  his  Majesty's  Ministers.  If  this  Opportunity  is  lost,  a  Congress 
of  Governors  can't  be  had  this  year,  k  his  Majesty's  Service,  I  am 
persuaded,  must  Suffer  greatly  for  want  of  it. 

A  true  Copy, 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Secry  * 
Indorsed, 

Extract  of  Gov'  Shirley's  Letter  to  Gov'  Morris. 
Albany,  Nov'  y  16»*,  1755. 


Sir  Charles  Hardt  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Albany,  16th' November,  1755. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  of  your  several  Letters,  by  Express,  of  the  29 
and  31st  October,  and  the  Ist,  2d  and  6thf  of  this  month,  with 
copies  of  the  Intelligence  concerning  the  Enemy's  motions  in  the 
back  ports  of  your  province,  also  the  Letters  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Board  of  Trade,  for  the  care  of  which  I  am  much  ob- 
liged to  you. 

I  am  extremely  concerned  to  see  your  Assembly  will  not  make 
the  necessary  Piovision  for  the  defence  of  their  country,  and  truely, 
if  they  will  not  enter  on  the  proper  Measures  upon  the  earliest  Ad« 
vices  of  an  Invasion,  I  fear  little  can  be  expected  from  them,  and 
great  part  of  the  Colony  must  be  laid  waste  before  the  Enemy  can 
be  opposed.  ^ 

»  Bee  Col.  Reo.  VoL  VI.,  p.  745,  747,  766.  f  Sec  p.  472. 
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However  difficult  it  may  be  to  bring  the  AMemblj  to  pas?,  a 
Militia  LaW|  I  should- hope  they  might  be  brought  to  pass  a  Vote  of 
Credit,  to  enable  yon  to  raise  men  for  the  security  and  defence  of 
the  Province.  Your  situation  under  the  present  circamstanees,  most 
be  very  disagreeable,  but  I  hope  your  Presence  may  have  good  effects, 
as  you  will  be  able  to  put  those  who  are  in  readiness  to  appear  for 
the  common  defence,  into  some  Order  and  Regulation,  and  I  wish  it 
were  in  my  power  to  assist  yon  with  any  Arms  or  Ammunition,  bat 
what  we  have,  is  all  employed  in  the  present  service. 

Commissioners  are  here  from  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Connecticat 
Governments,  to  determine  what  measures  are  to  be  taken  with  their 
forces  raised  for  the  Expedition,  against  Crown  Point,  which  has  had 
no  better  sncces  than  the  other  Expeditions  carryed  on  this  year. 

General  Shirley  tells  me  he  writes  to  you  by  this  Express,  to  de- 
sire you  will  give  him  a  Meeting  at  New  York.  I  hope  the  present 
state  of  things  in  your  Province,  will  not  prevent  our  having  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you,  tfi  a  general  Conference  of  the  Governora 
seems  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  promoting  and  carrying  into  cxe* 
cution  his  Majesty's  service  next  year. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  leave  this  City  in  a  few  days,  and  to  kiss  year 
hand  at  New  York.    I  am,  with  great  esteem. 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,^ 

humble  Servant, 

CHAS.  HARDY. 

Governor  Morris.        ^ 

I  beg  leave  to  trouble  yon  with  the  inclosed^  which  I  am  desired 
to  forward  by  Col.  Dunbar. 

Indorsedf 
S'  Charles  Hardy,  16  Nov,  1765. 


Gov.  MoKRis  TO  Gen.  Shirley,  1755. 

Nov.  10,  1765. 
Dear  Sir, 

This  will  be  delivered  yon  by  Mr.  Bensill,  who  has  behaved  him- 
self exceeding  well  ever  since  he  entered  into  the  service  of  the 
Crown,  and  should  you  want  men  for  your  own  Regiment,  as  he 
speaks  the  Dutch  and  S^eedish  Languages  well,  I  think  he  will  be 
a  very  good  Assistant  Officer  to  my  nephew  in  this  Province,,  but  of 
this  you  are  the  best  judge. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Indians,  after  having 
laid  waste  a  considerable  extent  of  country,  and  drove  abont  a  thoa- 
sand  familys  from  their  habitations,  have  retired  from  our  borders, 
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but  am  affraid  they  hare  left  us  bat  for  a  little  time,  and  will  retnrn 
with  greater  numbers  and  penetrate  much  further  into  the  Proyincei 
as  they  have  hitherto  met  with  no  resistance,  nor  do  I  expect  the 
Assembly  will  enable  me  to  oppose  them  in  their  future  operations. 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  at  New  York,  perfectly  recovered  from 
the  fatigues  of  the  Campaign,  and  enjoying  perfect  health. 

You  must  be  sensible  Sir,  how  necessary  it  is  for  his  Majesty's 
Service,  and  the  safety  of  these  His  Dominlions,  that  the  strength  of 
the  Colonys  should  be  united  against  the  French,  and  under  such  a 
direction,  that  it  may  be  employed  in  the  most  effectuall  manner, 
for  while  they  remain  in  this  Present  disjoynted  state,  and  the  several 
Colonys  not  only  at  liberty  whether  thoy  will  act  or  not,  but  also  in 
what  manner  and  where  they  will  employ  their  strength,  this  must 
in  its  consequence  weaken  any  operations  that  depend  in  the  least 
upon  what  they  will  do.  The  formation  of  a  union  may  not  there- 
fore be  unworthy  your  consideration,  at  this  time ;  a  war  with  France 
seems  to  be  at  hand,  the  scene  of  "which  may  probably  be  in  Ame- 
rica.    '     ^ 

The  Plan  formed  at  Albany,  was  upon  such  Republican  Princi- 
ples, that  I  do  not  wonder  it  was  not  relished  at  home,  as  it  seemed 
calculated  to  npite  the  Colonys  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  give  the 
Crown  little  or  no  influence  in  their  Councils ;  any  new  plan  must 
therefore  be  such  as  will  meet  with  approbation  at  home,  to  which 
end  it  should  be  drawn  so  as  to  enable  the  Oovernment  to  employ 
the  united  force  of  the  Colonys,  where  and  when  they  may  think  it 
necessary,  and  at  the  same  time  to  keep  them  in  that  Constitutional 
dependence  upon  the  mother  nation,  that  is  so  necessary  for  their 
mutual  Interest  and  safety. 

When  these  matters  are  under  your  consideration,  you  will  turn 
your  thoughts  to  this  Province,  situated  in  the  midst  of  the  British 
Empire,  extensive  in  its  bounds,  temperate  in  its  climate,  and  from 
its  produce,  trade  and  number  of  inhabitants,  capable  of  contribu- 
ting largely  towards  the  support  of  the  Common  cause.  But  un- 
fortunately, under  the  Oovernment  of  a  set  of  men  who  are  or  pre- 
tend to  be  principled  against  defending  themselves  or  their  Country. 
To  oblige  this  Rich  and  flourishing  Province,  therefore,  to  bear  its 
part  of  the  common  and  necessary  Expences  of  defending  and  secur- 
ing the  whole,  seems  an  object  worthy  your  attention,  and  I  cannot 
doubt  but  the  several  governors  that  will  meet  you  at  New  York,  will 
readily  joyn  you  in  such  representations  as  you  may  judge  necessary 
to  obtain  a  thing  so  just  and  reasonable  in  itself. 

Indorsedf 

"  Nov.  16th,  1755,  D£^.  to  Gen'l  Shirley. 
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Gek.  SniRLSY  TO  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

:AIbany,  Nov  19*,  1766. 

Sir: 

Upon  fnrtber  Consideration  of  the  ezpos'd  State  of  his  Majesty's 
Territories  in  the  back  Settlements  of  the  Province,  nnder  your 
Government  and  present  Incnrsions  of  the  French  &  Indians  into 
them,  together  with  the  distressed  Condition  of  his  Majesty's  Sab- 
jeets  Inhabiting  there,  whom  yon  have  represented  to  be  in  want  of 
Ammunition  requisite  for  defending  themselves,  &  the  King's  Rights 
against  the  Enemy,  as  also  of  Provisions,  &  that  you  have  no  Expec- 
tation of  the  Assembly  in  your  Governments  providing  the  neces- 
sary Supplies  for  them  in  time,  in  order  to  prevent  the  immediate 
Depopulations  &  Incroaohments,  w«^  threaten  his  Majesty's  said 
Territories,  &  relieve  his  distress'd  Subjects  there,  nntill  the  Assem- 
bly of  your  Province  shall  make  effectual  provision  for  the  Defence  < 
&  protection  of  both,  I  inclose  you  an  Order  for  50  Barrels  of  the 
King's  Powder  in  the  Magazine  at  Fort  Cumberland,  near  Will's 
Creek,  for  those  purposes,  &  hereby  consent  to  your  Distributing 
such  Quantities  of  his  Majesty's  Provisions  in  your  Hands,  as  shall 
be  necessary  for  the  Support  of  such  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  back 
Settlements  as  afe  employ'd  in  Defence  of  the  King's  Lands  there,  in 
4M)nfidence  that  your  Assembly  will  soon  order  the  50  Barrrells  of 
Powder  &  Provisions,  w«^  shall  be  expended  in  the  aforesaid  Services 
to  be  replaced  in  his  Majesty's  Stores. 

Mr.  Leake,  the  Commissary  General  of  Provisions  here,  the 
Waggon  Master,  General  Scott  and  Lieut.  Leslie,  Assistant  to  the 
Deputy  Quarter  Master  General,  will  attend  you  soon  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  bring  two  Letters  with  them  to  Mess'*  James  Tumass  k 
Richard  Vernon,  *  *  *  *  «  * 

to  attend  the  Settlements  of  the  Accompts  of  what  is  due  to  the 
Waggoners,' &c.j 
I  am, 

Sir. 

Xfior  most  Obedient  Humble 

Servant, 
«  W.  SHIKLEY. 

Hon"*  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

P.  S. — As  the  laying  before  me  several  Aocompts  will  retard  the 
Departure  of  the  Wasgon  Master  Gen^,  Mr.  Leslie  and  Leake,  I 
send  these  dispatches  by  Express  to  let  your  Honour  see  the  neoes* 
sity  of  staying  for  their  arrival  before  the  Accompts  depending  with 
Waggons,  &c.,  can  be  gone  into  at  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed.    " 
General  Shirley.    Nov'  19, 1755. 
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Conrad  Weiske  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Honoured  Sir : 

Oo  mj  Retom  from  Philadelphia  I  met  in  the  Township  of  Amity, 
in  Berks  Gountj;  the  first  News  of  our  cruel  Enemy  having  invaded 
the  Country  this  Side  of  the  Blue  Mountain,  to  witt,  Bethel  and 
Tttlpenhacon.    I  left  tho  Papers  as  the  were  in  the  Messengers 
Haindsy  and  hasted  to  Beading,  where  tho  Alarm  and  Confusion  was 
very  great.     I  was  obliged  to  stay  that  Night  and  part  of  the  next 
Day,  to  witt,  thef  17^''  of  this  Instant,  and  sot  out  for  Heidleberg, 
where  I  arrived  that  Evening.     Soon  after,  my  sons  Philip  and 
Frederick  arrived  from  the  Persuit  of  the  Indians,  and  gave  me  the 
following  Relation,  to.  witt,  that  on  Saturday  last  about  4  of  the 
Clock,  in  the  Afternoon,  as  some  Men  from  Tulpenhacon  were  going 
to  Dietrick  Six's  Place  under  the  Hill  on  Shamokin  Boad  to  be  on 
the  Watch  appointed  there,  they  were  fired  upon  by  the  Indians  but 
none  hurt  nor  killed,  TOur  People  were  but  Six  in  Number,  the  rest 
being  behind,)  upon  wnich  our  People  ran  towards  the  Watch-hcuse 
which  was  about  one  half  a  mile  off,  and  the  Indians  persued  them, 
find  killed  and  Scalped  several  of  them.    A  bold,  Stout  Indian  came 
up  with  one  Christopher  Ury,  who  turned  about  and  shot  the  Indian 
right  through  his  Breast.     The  Indian  dropt  down  Bead,  but  was 
dragged  out  of  tho  way  by  his  own  Companions,  (he  was  found  next 
Pay  and  scalped  by  our  People).    The  Indians  devided  themselves 
in  two  Parties,  Some  came  this  Way  to  meet  the  Best  that  was 
oing  to  the  Watch,  and  killed  some  of  them,  so  that  six  of  our 
en  were  kiUed  that  Day,  and  a  few  Wounded.     The  Night  follow- , 
ing  the  Enemy  attacked  the  House  of  Tho".  Brown,  on  Swartaro 
Creek.    They  came  to  the  House  in  the  19krk  night,  and  one  of  them 
put  his  Fire-ArmArough  the  Window  and  shot  a  Shoemaker  (that 
was  at  Work)  deaa  upon  the  Spot.    The  People  being  extreamly 
Surprized  at  this  Sudden  attack,  defended  themselves  by  firing  out 
of  tho  Windows  at  the  Indians.    The  Fire  alarmed  a  neighbour 
who  came  with  two  or  three  more  Men ;  they  fired  by  the  Way  and 
made  a  great  noise,  scared  the  Indians  away  from  Bower's  House, 
after  they  had  set  fire  to  it,  but  by  Thomas  Bower's  Deligence  and 
Conduct  was  tidSly  put  out  again.  So  Tho*.  Bower,  with  his  Family, 
went  off  that  Night  to  his  Neighbour  Daniel  Schneider,  who  camo 
to  his  assistance.     By  8  of  ye  Clock  Parties  came  op  from  Tulpen- 
hacon &  Heidleberg.     The  first  Party  saw  four  Indians  running  off. 
They  had  some  Prisoners,  whom  they  scalped  immediately,  three 
Children  lay  scalped  yet  alive,  one  died  since,  the  other  two  are  liko 
to  do  well.     Another  Party  found  a  Woman  just  expired  with  a 
male  Child  on  her  side,  both  killed  and  Skalped.     The  Woman  lay 
np<m  her  Face,  my  Son  Frederick  turned  her  about  to  see  who  she 
might  h^vo  been,  and  to  his  and  his  Companions  Surprize  they  found 
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a  Babe  of  abont  14  Days  old  under  her,  raped  up  in  a  little  Cushion, 
his  nose  quite  flat,  which  was  set  right  by  Frederick,  and  life  was 
yet  in  it,  and  recovered  again.  Our  People  came  up  with  two 
Parties  of  Indians  that  Day,  but  they  hardly  got  sight  of  them. 
The  Indians  lUn  off  Imediately.  Either  our  People  did  not  care  to 
fight  them  if  the  could  avoid  it,  or  (which  is  more  likely)  the  Indians 
were  alarmed  first  by  the  loud  noise  of  our  Peoples  coming,  because 
no  Order  was  observed.  Upon  the  whole,  there  is  about  15  killed 
of  our  People,  Including  Men,  Women  and  Children,  and  the 
Enemy  not  beat  but  scared  off.  Several  Houses  and  Bams  are 
Burned ;  I  have  no  true  account  how  many.  We  are  in  a  Dismal 
Situation,  some  of  this  Murder  has  been  comitted  in  Tulpenhacon 
Township.  The  People  left  their  Plantation  to  within  6  or  7  miles 
from  my  House.  I  am  now  Busy  to  put  Things  in  Order  to  defend 
my  House  against  another  attach. 

Guns  and  Amunition  is  very  much  wanted  here,  my  Sons  have 
been  obliged  to  part  with  most  of  that,  that  was  sent  up  for  the 
use  of  the  Indians.  I  pray  your  Honour  will  be  pleased,  if  it  lies 
in  your  Power,  to  send  us  up  a  Quantity  upon  any  Condition.  I 
must  stand  my  Ground  or  my  neighbours  will  all  go  away,  and  leave 
their  Habitations  to  be  destroyed  by  the  Enemy  or  our  own  People. 
This  is  enough  of  such  melancholy  Account  for  this  Time.  I  beg 
leave  to  Conclude,  who  am,     i 

Sir, 

Tour  very  obedient, 

CONRAD  WEISER. 

Hcidleberg,  in  Berks 
County,  November  19**,  1755. 

P.  S. — I  am  creditable  informed  just  now  that  one  Wolf,  a  S\  le 
Man,  killed  an  Indian  th^  same  Time  when  Ury  killed  the  Other, 
but  the  Body  is  not  found  yet.  The  Poor  Youn|^Ian  since  died  of 
his  Wound  tbroush  his  Belly.  ^^ 

To  Govcrnour  Morris. 

Indorsed,  •» 

Conrad  Weiser  to  ye  Govemour  relating  ye  Murders  done  near 
Tulpenhacon,  Nov  19*^,  1755. 


Conrad  Weiser  to  Gov.  Morris,  1765. 

May  it  please  the  Governor ! 

That  night  after  my  Arrival  from  Philadelphia,  Emanuel  Car- 
penter and  Simon  Adam  Kuhn,  Esq'*.,  came  to  my  House,  and 
lodged  with  me.  They  acquainted  me  that  a  meeting  was  appointed 
(of  the  People  of  Tulpenhacon  &  Heidieberg  and  adjacent  l^ees,) 
\n  Tulpenhacon  Township,  at  Benjamin  Spicker's  early  next  moni- 
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ing.  I  made  all  the  Hast  with  the  Indians  I  oonld,  and  gave  them 
a  Letter  to  Tho^  McKee,  to  furnish  them  with  necessaries  for  their 
Journey,  Scamjade  had  no  Creature  to  ride  on.  I  gave  him  one. 
Before  I  could  get  done  with  the  Indians  3  or  4  Men  >camo  from 
Benja.  Spiokers  ,to  warn  the  Indians  not  to  go  that  way,  for  the  Peo- 
ple ware  so  enraged  against  all  the  Indians,  &  would  kill  them  with- 
out Bistinctbny  I  went  with  them ;  so  did  the  Gentlemen  before* 
named.  When  we  came  near  Beiyamin  Spickers  I  saw  about  4  or 
500  men,  and  there  was  a  loud  noise,  I  rode  before,  and  in  riding 
along  the  Road  (and  armed  men  on  l)oth  Sides  of  the  Road :)  I 
heard  some  say,  why  must  we  be  killed  by  the  Indians  and  we  not 
kill  them !  why  are  our  Hands  so  tied  ?  I  got  the  Indians  to  the 
House  with  much  adoe,  where  I  treated  them  with  a  small  Bram, 
and  so  parted  in  Love  and  Friendship.  Gapt^  Blefenback  undertook 
to  conduct  them,  (with  five  other  men)  to  Susquehanah.  After  this 
a  sort  of  a  Counsel'  of  warr  was  held  by  the  officers  present,  the 
Gentlemen  beforenamed  and  other  Freeholders.  It  was  agreed  that 
150  men  should  be  raised  immediately  to  serve  as  outscouts,  and  as 
Guards  at  Certain  Places  under  the  Kittitany  Hills  for  40  Bays ; 
That  those  so  raised  to  have  2  Shillings  ^  Bay,  &  2  Pound  of 
Bread,  2  Pounds  of  Beaff  and  a^  Jill  of  Rum,  and  Powder  &  Lcd^ 
(Arms  they  must  find  themselves :)  This  Scheme  was  signed  by  a 
good  many  Freeholders  anc^  read  to  the  People.  Thev  cried  out 
that  so  much  for  an  Indian  Scalp  they  would  have,  (be  they  Friends 
or  Enemies)  from  the  Governor.  I  told  them  I  had  no  such  Power 
from  the  Governor  nor  Assembly.  They  begun,  some  to  Curse  the 
Governor ;  some  the  Assembly ;  called  me  a  Traitor  of  the  Country 
who  held  with  the  Indians,  and  must  have  known  this  murder  bc- 
foiK^  ^^nd,  I  sat  in  the  House  by  a  JLowe  Window,  some  of  my 
Fri^ds  came  to  pull  me  away  from  it,  telling  me  some  of  the  Peo- 
ple threatened  to  -shoot  me.  I  offered  fo  go  out  to  the  People  and 
either  Pasefy  thett-or  make  the  Kings  Proclamation ;  But  those  in 
the  House  with  me  would  not  let  me  go  out,  The  cry  was.  The 
Land  w<u  betrayed  and  sold.  The  Comon  People  From  Lancas- 
ter County  were  the  wor^.  The  wages  they  said  was  a  Trifle  and 
said  oDme  Body  pocketed  the  Rest,  and  they  would  resent  it.  Some 
Body  had  put  it  into  their  Head  that  I  had  it  in  my  Power  to  give 
as  much  as  I  pleased.  I  was  in  Banger  of  being  Shot  to  Beath.  In 
the  mean  Time  a  great  smoke  arose  under  Tulpenbaoon  Mountain, 
wit!'  the  news  following,  that  the  Indians  had  comitted  murder  on 
mil'  Creek,  (a  false  alarm)  and  set  fire  to  a  Barn,  most  of  tlic  Peo- 
ple Ran  and  those  that  had  Horses  l&ode  off  without  any  Order  or 
Regulation,  I  then  took  my  Horse  and  went  Home,  where  I  intend 
to  stay,  and  defend  my  own  House  as  long  as  I  can,  There  is  no  Bo- 
iugs  with  the  People  without  a  Law  or  Regulation  by  the  Governor 
and  iVssembly.  The  people  of  Tulpenhacon  all  fled ;  till  about  6  or 
Vol.  U.— 22 
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7  miles  from  me  some  few  remains.    Another  each  attack  will  lay 
all  the  Conntrj  waste  on  the  West  side  of  Schuylkill. 

I  am, 
Sir, 
your  Most  obedient, 

Heidleberg  in  the  Connty  of  Berks,   \ 
November  19%  1755.  J 

Goyernor  Morris. 

Indorsed, 
Conrad  Weiser.  [Copied.)   . 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gen.  Shirlbt,  1755. 

Sir: 

I  wrote  yonr  Excellency  a  few  days  ago  by  Mr.  Benzill,  f  who  I  hope 
will  find  you  safe  at  N.  York,  since  which  two  vessels  are  arrived 
here  with  upward  of  three  hundred  Neutral  French  from  Nova  Sco- 
tia,|  who  governor  Lawrence  has  sent  to  remain  in  this  Province,  and 
I  am  at  a  very  great  loss  what  to  do  with  them.  The  people  here  as 
there  is  no  military  force  of  any  kind,  are  very  uneasy  at  the 
thoughts  of  having  a  number  of  Enemy's  scaterd  in  the  very  bowells 
of  the  Country,  who  may  go  off  from  time  to  time  with  intelligence 
and  Joyn  their  countrymen  now  employed  against  us,  or  foment  some 
intestine  commotion  in  conjunction  with  the  Irish  and  Ckrman  catho- 
lics, in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Province,  I  therefore  must  beg 
your  particular  Instructions  in  what  manner  I  may  best  dispose  of 
these  people,  as  I  am  desirous  of  doing  any  thing  that  may  contri* 
bute  to  his  Majisty's  Service.  I  have  in  the  mean  time  put  a  guard 
out  of  the  recruiting  partys  now  in  town  on  board  of  each  vessel, 
and  ordered  these  neutrals  to  be  supply^  with  Provisions,  which 
must  be  at  the  expence  of  the  Crown,  as  I  have  no  Provincial  money 
in  my  hands ;  for  this  service  I  have  prevailed  on  Cap*  Morris,  who 
is  recruiting  here  for  Coll*.  Dunbars  Regiment,  to  postpone  the  send- 
ing off  his  recruits  till  I  could  hear  from  you  upon  the  head,  which 
I  hope  to  do  by  the  return  of  the  post 

Indoned. 
Df^.  to  Gen>.  Shirley. 

Nov.  20%  1755. 

*  Antograpli  oat  off.  f  See  p.  498. 

J  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  VI,  p.  712,  729,  761. 
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Gov.  Sharpb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

New  York,  November  the  20th,  1755. 
Sir, 

Two  days  ago  I  received  a  Letter  from  General  Shirley,  dated  at 
Albany,  the  10th  inst.,  wherein  he  gave  me  reason  to  expect  him 
here  before  this  time ;  it  is  now  reported  that  he  is  not  yet  embarked, 
&  said  by  some  that  he  is  marched  with  the  two  British  Regiments 
to  join  General  Johnson  at  Lake  George,-  this  however,  1  cannot 
credit,  because  I  think  in  that  case  he  would  have  favoured  me  with 
a  Letter.  Some  Gentlemen  of  this  City  have  been  advised  by  their 
Correspondents  at  Albany,  that  on  the  12th^  at  Night,  an  Express 
arrived  from  Johnson's  Camp,  &  informed  General  Shirley  that  a 
Body  of  7000  French  &  Indians  were  within  twenty  miles  of  his 
Camp  or  Fort,  &  advancing  towards  it;  on  the  Receipt  of  this  Intel- 
ligence, the  two  Regiments  it  seems  were  ordered  to  march,  as  was 
Colonel  Scyler,  with  about  150  of  the  Jersey  Regiment  that  was  en- 
camped near  Albany,  &  orders  were  instantly  sent  to  the  Officers  of 
the  Militia  in  the  four  most  Northern  Counties  of  this  Province,  to 
hasten  with  800  or*1000  men  to  Albany,  to  garrison  that  place,  & 
convoy  Provisions  to  the  Army.  We  expect  every  minute  to  receive 
more  certain  Accounts,  but  many  People  are  of  Opinion  that  there 
has  been  already  an  Engagement  between  the  two  armies ;  I  should  be 
sorry  to  return  to  Maryland  without  seeing  the  General,  but  if  he 
docs  not  give  me  farther  room  to  expect  his  arrival  very  early  next 
week,- 1  believe  I  shall  not  postpone  my  journey  longer  than  Monday 
next. 

With  the  greatest  Regard, 

I  am.  Sir,  " 

Your  most  humble 

&  obedient  Servant, 

HORO.  SHARPE. 

Indorsed. 

Gov  Sharpe,  20  Nov.,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Sharpb,  1755. 

Philada.  Nov.  22d,  1756. 
Sir, 

The  inclosed  Letter  I  received  from  Commodore  Spry,  I  have 
taken  the  first  opportunity  of  forwarding  the  same  to  you. 

I  -am  sorry  that  I  cannot  acquaint  you  of  my  Assembly's  havioff 
fallen  into  such  measures,  for  the  Present  defence  of  the  Back  P' 
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of  the  Provinbe,  that  I  could  have  Gotnplycd  with.    Bat  it  seems  u 
if  it  was  determined  that  we  shall  never  agree. 

They  have  indeed  sent  me  such  a  Militia  Bill  as  never  was  thought 
of  in  any  other  Country,  &  I  am  afraid  was  intended  to  answer  no 
Purposes  but  ta  amuse  the  People.    I  am^  &o.| 

BOBT.  H.  MOBRIS. 

Indorsed, 

Copy  to  Gov.  Sharpe,  Nov*r  22d,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Commodore  Spry,  1755. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  first  opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  Beceipt  of  your 
fovor  of  the  21st  Oct'r. 

•  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  informing  me  of  the  state  &  natare 
of  your  command,  *  *  &  you  may  depend  on  it^  that  I  will  take  the 
most  early  opportunity  of  communicating  to  you  any  intelligence, 
that  I  may  receive,  &  shall  be  glad  to  concert  any  Measures  with 
you  that  may  be  thought  most  desirable  for  His  Majesty's  Service, 
the  Security  of  these  Colonies,  or  for  the  distressing  of  the  commoa 
Enemy. 

I  think  proper  to  acquaint  you,  that  if  you  should  want  Supplies 
of  any  Provisions  or  other  kind  for  your  Fleet,  you  may  gett  them 
furnished  from  this  Province  upon  a  very  short  notice. 

I  have  received  orders  from  His  Majesty  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
to  settle  a  Correspondence  with  whatever  Officer  Admiral  Boscawea 
should  leave,  to  command  his  Majesty's  several  Ships  that  are  sta- 
tioned at  the  different -fiolonys  of  North  America."*" 

Philada.  22*  Nov.,  V55, 

Comodore  Spry. 

Indorsed, 
Df^.  Letter  to  Comodore  Spry,  Nov'r  22«,  1755. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VII.  129. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Bblcher,  1755. 
Sir, 

I  have  odIj  to  forward  the  mclosedy  which  came  to  me  from  Gov. 
Dinwiddle,  and  to  inform  jonr  Excellency  that  all  my  endeavours  to 
perswade  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  to  come  into  measures  for 
the  common  defence  of  the  Inhabitants,  have  proved  ineffectual. 
They  have  indeed  sent  me  such  a  Militia  Bill  as  never  was  thought 
of  in  any  other  Country,  and  I  am  affraid  was  intended  to  answer  no 
purpose  but  to  amuse  the  people,  who  begin  to  complain  of  being 
left  exposed  to  the  cruelties 'of  their  savage  Enemys,  inT  which  I 
must  think  they  have  too  much  reason.  Governor  Lawrence  has 
sent  me  about  eight  hundred  Neutral  French,  who  I  am  at  a  loss 
how  to  dispose  of,  and  beg  your  Excellency's  thoughts  upon  the 
Head,  if  they  were  dangerous  at  Nova  Scotia,  will  they  not  be  more 
80  here  ?  while  the  Indians  &  French  are  invading  us  in  all  parts  to 
whom  they  may  go  with  intelligenoe,  or  with  the  aid  of  the  German 
and  Irish  Roman  Catholicks  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  ProvincOi 
foment  some  comotions  to  favour  the  French  designs. 

I  am;  &o. 
PhiUda.,  22d  Nov.,  1755, 
Directed. — Gov.  Belcher. 

Jndoned, 
Bf*.  Letter  to  Gov.  Belcher,  Nov.  22d,  1755. 


R.  Holt  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755*  . 

Sir: 

At  The  Sessions  of  Assembly,  Lately  ETel^  at  New  Castle,  your 
Honour  was  Pleased  to  Signify  to  the  Representatives  of  Sussex, 
your  Early  and  Affectionate  Care  for  the  Protection  &  Defence  of 
This  Frontier  County,  which  is  Scituate,  Partly  on  the  Atlantick 
Oce^n,  Partly  on  the  Bay  of  Delaware;  And  at  the  Same  Tune  was 
80  Kind  as  to  Generously  Offer,  That  you  would  Sollicit  our  most 
Gracious  Sovereign  to  Supply  us  with  Some  Cannons  From  His 
Royal  Artillery  Stores:  Provided,  we  would  Build  Proper  Batterys 
to  Flace  them  on. 

This  Beneficence  of  your  Honour  Hath  Been  Communicated  to 
the  Magistracy,  the  Grand  Jurors,  Ind  many  of  the  Principal  Inha- 
bitants^  who  Expressed  mudh  Satisfaction  &  Gratitude  on  its  Being 
made  Known  to  Them.  And  it  is  From  Their  joint  request,  as 
well  as  From  a  Fervent  Desire,  to  be  as  Serviceable  to  the  Crown 
and  usefull  to  the  Publick,  as  in  my  Small  Sphere  of  actions  I  Pos* 
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Biblj  Can,  That  at  Present  moves  me,  to  give  j^  Honour  the  follow- 
ing Trouble :  Namely,  to  Supplicate  His  Majestj  for  Twelve  Peioes 
of  Or(lnance  For  the  use  and  Defence  of  this  Part  of  His  British 
Dominions ;  And  if  Through  His  Extensive  Rojal  Grace,  Paternal 
Favour  and  Goodness,  They  be  Granted  of  the  Sizes  below  mention- 
ed, and  when  brought  over  Sea,  are  suitably  Mounted  and  Guarded 
by  the  inhabitants  of  this  Community;  It  is  generally  thonght 
that  with  such  an  aid  &  assistance,  we  can  Prevent  any  Privateers 
laying  in  the  road  of  Port  Lewes,  as  also  the  Enemys  making  a 
descent  on  us  in  Boats  or  other  small  Craft. 

Sir,  inroads  and  invasions  from  the  French  Kings'  subjects  and 
their  Savage  Allies,  horrid  and  inhuman  Barbarity,  Devastations  and  * 
Slaughters,  by  them  committed  on  the  back  Inhabitants  are  almost 
daily  sounded  in  our  Ears ;  and  these  alarms  ought  (in  my  humble 
opinion,)  to  stir  up  every  man  of  us  to  be  upon  our  Guard,  for,  on 
the  one  Hand,  should  a  Land  Army  come  against  us  we  must  faoe 
them,  or  be  Driven  into  the  adjacent  waters,  on  the  other,  should 
War  be  declared  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  as  we  have 
grounds  to  Conjecture  it  is,  or  soon  will,  we  may  Probably  be  placed 
between  two  Fires,  from  which  dangerous  situations  nothing  but  the 
Aid  of  the  Crown,  Vigilance  of  its  Ministers,  true  Valour  k  Forti- 
tude among  our  selves,  joined  to  prudent  Counsells ;  And  these  8e< 
veral  human  means.  Influenced  and  blessed  by  the  Supreme  Disposer 
cf  all  Events,  could  deliver  us. 

Sir,  this  Letter  is  Committed  to  the  Care  of  Cap*.  David  Hall, 
who  will  wait  upon  y  Honour  with  it,  and  bring  down  any  Com- 
mands that  you  may  Please  to  Send  by  him  to  Sussex  County.    I 
now  Crave  leave  to  conclude,  &  subscribe  My  self; 
Sir;  Your  Honours 

Most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

ES.  HOLT. 

Lewes,  November  the  24"»,  1755. 

P.  S.  As  to  the  Peices  of  Ordnance,  these  are  the  Sises  and 
Magnitude  of  those  that  are  deemed  to  be  most  Serviceable  for  the 
uses  intended ;  the  which,  when  rec',  will  be  carefully  Preserved, 
kept  in  Order,  and  redelivered  whensoever  His  Majestys  or  Sneoessora 
Royal  Will  and  Pleasure  shall  be  made  known  concerning  them. 

8  PeiceS;  that  will  discharge  an  18*^-  Ball. 

8  dittO;  .  .  12    Ditto. 

6  dittO;  .  ,  6    Ditto. 

12  P-  in  all. 


But  the  Inhabitants  Humbly  submit  the  whole  to  y'  Honours  re-' 
presentations,  and  will  not  only  Acquiesce^  but  be  thankfuL 
Indorsed. 

Byves  Holt,  24  Nov',  1755. 
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Conrad  Wbissr  to  Got.  Morris,  1755. 

Honoured  Sir : 

We  the  Subscriber?  hereof,  being  met  together  to  think  on  means 
bow  to  withstand  our  cruel  Indian  Enemy,  thought  fit  to  acquaint    ^ 
your  Honour  of  the  Miserable  Condition  the  Back  Inhabitants  of 
these  parts  are  in : 

(!*')  Since  the  last  cruel  Murder  committed  by  the  Enemy,  most 
of  the  People  of  Tulpenhaoon  have  left  their  Habitation ;  Those 
in  Heidelberg  moves  their  Effects.  Bethel  Township  is  intirely 
^deserted. 

(2')  There  is  no  Order  among  the  People ;  one  cries  one  Thing, 
and  another  another  Thing.  They  want  to  force  us  to  make  a  Law, 
that  they  should  have  a  Reward  for  every  Indian  which  they  kill ; 
They  demanded  such  a  Law  of  us,  with  their  Guns  Cocked,  pointing 
it  towards  us. 

(3^)  The  People  are  so  incensed,  not  only  against  our  cruel  Ene- 
my the  Indians,  but  also  (We  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Honour,) 
•gainst  the  (Governor  and  Assembly,  that  we  are  afeard  they  will  go 
down  in  a  Body  to  Philadelphia  and  comit  the  vilest  Outrages.  They 
Bay  they  will  rather  be  hanged  than  to  be  butchered  by  the  Indians, 
ms  some  of  their  Neighbours  have  been  lately,  and  the  Poverty  that 
acme  are  in  is  very  great. 

(4)  Yesterday  we  sent  out  about  Seventy  men  to  the  mountains 
to  take  Possession  of  several  Houses,  and  to  range  the  Woods  along 
the  mountain  in  Berka^  County,  on  the  West  Side  of  Schuylkill. 
The  same  Number  are  sent  to  the  back  Parts  of  Lancaster  County, 
we  Promised  them  two  Shillings  ^  Day,  two  Poun Js  of  Bread,  two 
Pound  of  Beaff^  and  ft  Jill  of  Uum  a  Day,  and  Amunition,  and  that 
for  forty  Days,  or  till  we  shall  receive  your  Honours  Order.  We  per- 
suaded ourselves  Your  Honour  will  not  leave  us  in  the  Lurch ;  We 
roust  hare  done  such  a  Thing  or  else  leave  our  Habitation.  If  no 
worse :  and  all  this  would  not  do,  we  and  others  of  the  Freeholders 
have  been  Obliged  to  promise  them  a  Reward  of  four  Pistoles  for 
every  Enemy  Indian  man  they  should  kill.  Many  Things  more  we 
oould  mention,  but  we  dont  care  to  Trouble  your  Honour  any  Far- 
ther^ do  therefore  conclude,  and  beg  leave  to  Subscribe  ourselves, 

Honoured  Sir, 

your  very  humble  Servants, 

CONRAD  WEISER, 
EMANUEL  CARPENTER, 
ADAM  SIMON  RUHM. 

P.  S.     I  cannot  forbear  to  acquaint  your  Honour  of  a  certain 

Circumstance  of  the  late  unhappy  Affair  :  One Kobel,  with 

his  Wife  and  eight  children,  the  eldest  about  fourteen  Years  and  the 
youngest  fourteen  Days,  was  flying  before  the  Enemy,  he  carytng 
one,  and  His  Wife  and  a  Boy  another  of  the  Children,  when  they 
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were  fired  mpon  by  two  Indiana  very  nigh,  but  bit  only  tbe  Man 
upon  bis  Kreasty  tbougb  not  Dangerously.  They,  the  Indians,  tben 
came  with  their  Tomhacks,  knocked  tbe  Woman  down,  but  not  dead. 
They  intended  to  kill  the  Man^  but  his  Gun  (though  out  of  order  bo 
that  ho  could  not  fire)  kept  them  off.  The  Woman  recovered  so  fiur, 
and  seated  herself  upon  a  Stump,  with  her  Babo  in  bet  Arms,  aod 
gave  it  Suck;  and  the  Indians  driving  tbe  Children  together,  and 
ppoke  to  them  in  High  Dutch,  he  still  we  tcont  hurt  you.  Then  they 
struck  a  Hatchit  into  the  Womans  Head,  and  she  fell  upon  her  Face 
with  her  Babe  under  her,  and  the  Indian  trod  on  her  Neck  and  tore 
off  the  Scalp.  The  Children  then  run  :  four  of  them  were  scalped, 
among  which  was  a  Girl  of  Eleven  Years  of  Age,  who  related  tbe* 
whole  Story;  of  the  scalped,  two  are  alive  and  like  to  do  well.  The 
Rest  of  the  Children  ran  into  the  Bushes  and  tho  Indians  after  them, 
but  our  People  coming  near  to  them,  and  hallowed  and  made  noise ; 
The  Indians  Ran,  and  the  Rest  of  the  Chldren  were  saved.  They 
ran  within  a  Yard  by  a  Woman  that  lay  behind  an  Old  Log,  with 
two  Children ;  there  was  about  Seven  or  Eight  of  the  Enemy. 

lam, 

Honoured  Sir, 

your  Obedient^ 

C.  WEISER. 

I  intend  to  Send  a  Wagon  down  to  Philadelphia  for  Blankits  and 
other  Necessaries  for  the  Peopley  on  their  Guard  under  the  moan- 
tain,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  then  in  your  Honours  Power  to  supply  us.* 

Directed, 

To  the  honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  E8q^,  Governor  of  tbe 
Province  of  Pensilvania,  in  Philadelphia.      * 

Jmlotsed, 

Conrad  Weiser. 
Reced  24%  Nov',  1755. 


Gov.  MORKIS  TO  TiMOTHT  HORSPIELD,  1755. 

Sir: 

Your  Letter  of  the  26^  Instant  enclosing  the  Ori^nal  Letter  of 
Mr.  Martin  Mack,  to  Mr.  Spangenburg,  dated  the  20*^  Instant;  and 
an  Extract  from  it  in  English  delivered  to  me  this  morning.  Oa 
the  26*"*  Instant  I  reoeivd  Mr.  Parsons's  Lre,with  David  Ziesbergers 
Deposition  of  ye  22*  Instant,  &  your  Lre  to  him  of  the  same  date. 
It  gives  me  great  concern  to  see  that  a  few  merciless  Savages  can  by 
reason  of  the  defenceless  state  of  the  Province^  perpetrate  such  hor- 

*  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  729L 
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rid  cruelties  and  murders  on  poor  innooent  people,  living  peacefully 
in  their  habitations,  and  before  any  assistance  can  be  given  them 
make  their  escape  with  Impunity,  and  go  on,  to  repeat  the 
same  wicked  acts  at  some  other  place.  I  approve  the  Steps  you 
have  taken,  and  heartily  wish  the  People  who  came  so  readily  on  the 
first  Alarm  had  been  able  to  come  up  with  the  Indians,  and  have 
either  prevented  their  Execution  of  their  horrid  Purposes  or  engaged 
and  overcame  them  in  their  Retreat. 

I  see  ye  Brethren  have  bccR  put  to  great  Expenoe  on  this  Ooca- 
Mon,  but  as  a  Law  is  now  made  granting  Fifty-Five  Thousand 
Pounds  to  the  Kings  uses^  and  Mr.  Fenn  has  made  a.  new  Gift  of 
five  Thousand  Pounds  towards  the  Defence  of  the  Provfnce.  I  am 
in  hopes  such  a  Plan  of  Operatioi^  will  be  concerted  in  connection 
with  the  Gentlemen  apointed  by  the  Act  to  dispose  of  the  monejr 
granted,  as, will  defend  the  Country  and  render  it  unnecessary  for  pn- 
Tate  Persons  to  advance  their  own  Fortunes  for  the  publick  safety.  I 
can  give^no  directions  at  present,  but  as  soon  as  I  have  concluded  on 
the  Measures  proper  to  be  taken  to  secure  the  Frontiers,  I  shall  make 
xny  orders  publick.  I  thank  you  for  the  Intelligence  you  have  been 
9o  kind  cu  to  give  me  from  time  to  time,  and  desire  you  will  con- 
tinue to  send  me  all  the  Information  you  can  procure,  of  every  mat- 
ter that  occurs  w**^  can  any  way  concern  the  public.  My  humble 
service  to  Mr.  Spangenburg.  I  am^ 

Philad*.  29''  Nov.  1755. 

Timothy  Horsfield  Esquire. 

Indorsed. 
DP.  of  a  letter  to  Timothy  Horsfield,  Esq'.  Nov'.  29*%  1765. 


Gov.  Belcher  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir: 

I  have  duly  received  Tour  Honour^s  Favours  of  the  17*''  &  22* 
Jns*;.  and  I  thank  you  very  kindly,  for  the  early  Intelligence  you 
give  me,  of  the  Enemies  having  already  pass't  the  Susquehannah| 
and  had  fallen  upon.  Tulpaohochin  in  Pennsylvania ;  &  that  these 
things  notwithstanding,  Tour  Assembly  seem  still  as  deaf  as  Adders, 
to  the  Defence  of  the  Kine's  Honour  and  Interest,  &  to  the  safety 
and  Welfare  of  the  poor  People ;  if  things  go  on  much  longer^  in 
this  Way,  it  must  bring  fatal  Ruin  and  Destruction^  upon  the  fino 
Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  am,  Sir,  truly  surprised  how  it  oou'd  ever  enter  into  the  Thoughts 
of  those,  who  had  the  ordering  of  the  French  Neutrals,  or  rather 
Traitors  &  Rebels  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  to  direct  any  of 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  786,  766. 
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• 

them  into  these  Provinoes,  where  we  have  already  too  great  a  Nam- 
ber  of  Foreigners  for  our  own  good  and  safety,  I  think  they  shoad 
have  beea  transported  directly  to  old  France,  &  I  intirely  coincide 
with  Your  Honour^  that  these  People  wou'd  readily  join  with  the 
Irish  Papists  Ac.,  to  the  Bain  and  Destruction  of  the  Kioe's  Col- 
onieS|  &  shoud  any  of  the  attempt  to  Land  here,  I  shoud  think  in 
Duty  to  the  King  &  to  His  good  People,  under  my  Care  to  do  all  ia 
my  Power  to  crush  an  Attempt    I  respectfully  salute  you  &  am, 

Sir, 
Your  Honour's 

Most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Serv^; 

J.  BELCHER. 
Eliz*  Town,  (N.  J.) 
Nor  25, 1766. 

I  pray  Your  Honour  to  let  the  Inclosed  be  put  into  the  readiest 
Canal  to  find  its  Way  to  Gov'.  Dinwiddie*. 

Directed. ' 

L.  Gov  Morris.  _ 

Indorsed, 
Gov.  Belcher. 


GEORaB  Stevenson  to  R.  Peters,  1755. 

D'  Sir : 

As  the  Bearer  carries  the  same  News  to  you  which  he  brought  to 
me,  'tis  needless  to  say  any  thing  about  that. 
^  We  have  sent  53  Men,  well  filed,  from  this  Town  last  Monday,  2 
o'clock  P.  M.  &  a  Doctor,  some  Medicines  &  what  Ammunition  we 
oould  spare  to  Tob-  Hendrix's  to  join  the  main  Body  of  Engliah 
Tories  on  the  most  needful  Part  of  the  Frontiers,  Mr.  Adlum  is  with 
them,  Mr.  Hamilton  is  gone  towards  Conigogeeg  last  Sunday  with  a 
Oompa'. 

Mr.  Bay  yesterday  with  &  at  the  Head  of  another.  We  arc  all 
aloft  and  such  as  have  Arms  hold  themselves  ready,  but  alas  they 
are  few  in  Number;  40  Men  came  here  yesterday  willing  to  defend, 
but  had  but  8  guns  &  no  Ammunition,  a  could  get  none  bere,  there- 
fore went  home  again. 

We  stay  all  here  yet,  how  long  God  knows,  6  Pamilys  fled  from 
their  Homes,  Dist.  about  15  miles  viz :  Canewago  last  Night,  the 
last  came  into  Town  about  Day  Break  This  Morning.  I  am  deter- 
mined to  stay  &  by  the  Assistance  of  Mr.  Lispy  &  the  other  Jus- 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  VI,  p.  668,  p.  718,  729, 761. 
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iioeSy  on  the  spot  Spirit  np  the' People  &  keep  'em  togeth^  (if  pes- 
fiible,)  till  I  hear  from  the  Govemment. 

A  few  of  us  have  pledged  oar  Credit  for  pnblick  serviees,  if  we 
are  enooarag'd  we  will  stand  till  we  are  oat  ofif,  if  not  or  if  no  News 
comes  to  as  (w'^  we  shall  oonstrue  as  discoaraffemS)  some  of  as  are 
bound  to  the  lower  Parts  of  Maryland  immediatelji  if  not  scalp^ 
by  the  way. 

Herewith  you  have  another  of  our  Petitions  to  the  Assembly,  all 
I  shall  say  about  it  is  that  the  bigest  Part  of  its  Signers  are  Men- 
onistSy  who  live  about  15  miles  westward  of  York. 

Please  to  deliver  it  to  the  Assembly,  the  Express  waits  whieh  has- 
tens me  to  the  only  agreeable  Part  of  my  Letter,  to  my  self  &  that 
is  that  in  Peace  or  War,  Comfort  or  Distress,  I  am, 

"  P'  S%  with  great  Esteem, 

^  yr  most  obedient 

H"«  Ser^S 

GEO.  STEVENSON. 

York,  11  o'clock,  A.  M.  Wednesday,  5**  Nov'. 
Mr.  Peters. 

Tell  Hannan  we  are  mil  Well. 

Indorsed. 
Geo.  Stevenson, 


William  Parsons  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir, 

Tho  inclosed  Deposition  was  made  by  one  of  the  Moravian 
Brethren  sent  here  for  that  Purpose  by  M'.  Horsfield.  Immediately 
m)on  this  Information,  M'.  Martin  and  I  sent  over  the  Biver  to 
Coll.  John  Anderson,'^  desiring  him  to  order  about  100  pf  his  Regi- 
ment to  our  Assistance,  and  those  are  the  Men  referred  to  in  M^. 
Horsfield's  Letter  inclosed.  The  very  bad  Weather  we  had  on  Sun- 
day Momine  prevented  their  marching  Hill  noon  that  Day,  or  else 
they  would  have  been  at  Gnadenhuten  last  night.  I  have  dispatehed 
Persons  every  where  amongst  the  lower  Inhabitants  to  alarm  them 
and  to  hasten  them  to  come  to  our  Assistance.  In  this  poor  little 
Town  we  are  without  Men  and  without  Arms  to  oppose  the  Enemy, 
and  if  they  should  cain  Possession  either  of  this  place,  or  of  Beth- 
lehem or  Nazareth,  it  will  be  impossible  to  remove  them  without  a 
great  and  regular  Force.  I  thought  it  my  Duty  to  ^ve  your 
Honour  this  Information  by  an  Express  the  very  Minute  that  I 
received  M'.  Horsfield's  Letter ;  And  to  entreat  your  Hon*'  if  it  be 

♦  See  C5oL  Rcc,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  787. 
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possible  to  order  us  a  Supply  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  immediitely, 
or  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  quite  too  late. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Honour's  most  obedient, 

bumble  Servant, 

WM.  PARSONS. 

Easton,  Not'.  25tb;  1755. 

DirecUdf 

To  tbe  Hon^>«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania,  &o.     For  his  Majesty's  Service. 

^  John  Weaver. 

Indorncd, 
Wm.  Parsons  to  Gov'.  Morris,  Nov'.  25th,  1755. 


Militia  Law,  Passed  Noyembbr  25,  1755. 

An  Act  for  the  better  ordering  and  regulating  Such  as  are  willing 
and  desireous  to  be  United  for  Military  Purposes  within  this 
Province. 

Whereas,  this  Province  was  Settled  by  (and  a  Majority  of  the 
Assembly's  have  ever  since  been)  of  the  People  called  Qoaken, 
who,  tho'  they  do  not  as  the  World  is  now  Circumstanc'd,  ooDdetno 
the  Use  of  Arms  in  others,  yet  are  principled  against  bearing  Arms 
Themselves.   And  to  make  any  Law  to  compel  them  thereto  against 
their  Consciences,  would  not  only  be  to  Violate  a  Fundamental  in 
our  Constitution,  and  be  a  direct  breach  of  our  Charter  of  Privi* 
ledges,  but  would  also  in  Effect  be  to  commence  Persecution  against 
all  that  part  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province ;  And  for  them  by 
any  Law  to  Compel  others  to  bear  Arms  and  Exempt  themselfes, 
would  be  inconsistent  and  Partial.     Yet,  for  as  much  as  by  the 
General  Toleration  and  Equity  of  our  Laws,  great  Numbers  of 
People  of  other  Religious  Denominations  are  come  among  us  who 
are  under  no  such  Restraint,  some  of  whom  have  been  DiscipUoed 
in  the  Art  of  War,  and  Conscientiously  think  it  their  Dutv  to  £ght 
in  defence  of  their  Country,  their  Wives,  their  Families,  ana  Estates, 
and  such  have  an  equal  Right  to  Liberty  of  Conscience  with  others. 
And  Whereas,  a  great  number  of  Petitions  from  the  several  Coan* 
ties  of  this  Province  have  been  presented  to  this  House,  setting 
forth  That  the  Petitionei-s  are  willing  to  defend  Themselves  and 
their  Country,  and  desirous  of  being  formed  into  Regukr  Bodies 
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for  that  purpose,  Initmcted  and  Disoiplined  under  proper  Officers 
with  suitable  and  Legal  Authority,  representing  withall  that  unless 
Measures  of  this  kind  are  taken,  so  as  to  Unite  them  together,  Sub- 
ject them  to  due  Command  and  thereby  give  them  Confidence  in  each 
other,  they  cannot  Assemble  to  oppose  the  Enemy  without  the 
utmost  danger  of  exposing  themselves  to  Confusion  and  Distruction. 
And  Whereas,  the  Voluntary  Assembling  of  great  Bodies  of  Armed 
Men  from  different  parts  of  the  Province  on  any  Occasional  Alarm, 
whether  true  or  false,  as  of  late  hath  happened  without  call  or 
Authority  from  the  Government,  and  without  due  Orders  and  direc- 
tions among  themselves,  may  be  attended  with  Danger  to  our  Neigh- 
bouring Indian  Friends  and  Allies,  as^well  as  to  the  Internal  Peace 
of  the  Province.    And  Whereas,  the  Oovernour  hath  frequently 
recommended  it  to  the  Assembly,  that  in  Prepairing  and  passing  a 
Law  for  such  purposes,  they  should  have  a  due  regard  to  Scrupulous 
and  Tender  Consciences,  which  cannot  be  done  where  Compulsive 
means  are  Used  to  force  men  into  Military  Service.     Therefore,  as 
we  represent  all  the  People  of  the  Province,  and  are  Composed  of 
Members  of  different  Religious  Persuasions,  We  do  not  think  it 
reasonable  that  any  should  thro'  a  want  of  legal  powers  be .  in  the 
least  restrained  from  doing  what  they  Judge  it  their  Duty  to  do  for 
their  own  Security  and  the  publick  good ;  We  in  Compliance  with 
the  said  Petition  and  recommendations  do  offer  it  to  the  Governour 
*to  be  Enacted.    And  be  it  Enacted  by  the  Honourable  Robert 
Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  with  the  King's  Royal  approbation.  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  under  the  Honourable  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard 
Penn,  Esq**.,  true  &  absolute  Proprietaries  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  of  the  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  upon 
Delaware,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  Consent  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  Freemen  of  the  said  Province  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  Authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  Publica- 
tion of  this  Act  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfuU  for  the  Freemen  of  the 
Province  to  form  themselves  into  Companies,  as  heretofore  they 
have  used  in  time  of  War  without  Law,  and  for  each  Company  by 
Majority  of  Votes  in  the  way  of  Ballot  to  chuso  its  own  Officers,  to 
wit :  a  Captain,  Lieutenant  and  Ensign,  and  present  them  to  the 
Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  for  the  time  being  for  his  appro- 
bation, which  Officers  so  Chosen,  if  approved  and  Commissioned  by 
him,  shall  be  the  Captain,  Lieutenant  &  Ensign  of  each  Company 
respectively  according  to  their  Commissions,  and  the  said  Compa- 
nies being  divided  into  Regiments  by  the  Governor  or  Commander 
in  Chief,  it  shall  and  may  bo  lawfull  for  the  Officers  so  Chosen  and 
Commissioned  for  the  several  Companies  of  each  Regiment  to  meet 
together,  and,  by  Majority  of  Votes  in  the  way  of  Ballot,  to  chuse  a 
Colonel,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  Major  for  the  Regiment,  and  pre- 
sent them  to  the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  for  his  Approba- 
tion, which  Officers  so  Chosen,  if  approved  and  Commissioned  by 
him,  shall  be  the  Colonel;  Lieutenant  Colonel;  and  Major  of  the 
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Gov.  MoBRis  TO  Gov.  Sharpe,  1755. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  yonr  Ezcellenoy's  of  ye  20  lostani,'*'  and  am 
sorry  yoa  have  heen  obliged  to  stay  bo  long  for  Oen.  Shirley,  bat 
hope  the  Company  of  the  many  agreeable  Ladys  in  New  York  have 
in  some  measure  made  amends  for  the  want  of  Business.  I  am  sore 
I  have  wished  myself  with  you  ever  sinoe  you  went  from  hence,  not 
only  on  ace'  of  the  pleasure  I  always  enjoy  in  your  Company,  bat 
to  be  free  from  the  plague  of  having  to  do  with  an  obstinate  Assem- 
bly, who  seem  to  have  no  regard  for  the  safety  of  the  Province. 

The  Indians  have  attacked  and  distroyd  one  .of  the  Moravian  Set- 
tlements near  the  <forks  of  Delaware,  called  Mahonoy,  and  have  pat 
to  death  all  the  people  except  two.  This  will  make  it  very  difficult 
f8r  me  to  attend  the  Gen'  at  New  York,  as  I  must  try  every  thing 
to  induce  the  Assembly  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  Province^ 
but  at  present  can't  say  whether  any  thing  will  be  done  or  not. 
They  have  indeed  passed  a  Militia  Bill,  but  with  no  other  view  but 
that  I  should  refuse  it  and  then  to  raise  a  clamour  against  me  on 
that  aoc't,  but  as  it  is  of  such  a  nature  as  cannot  be  oarryd  into  ex- 
ecution, I  have  disappointed  them,  and  given  my  consent  to  it 

I  have  wrote  to  the  Oen'l  not  to  depend  upon,  my  being  at  Yorlc, 
but  will  however  strain  hard  for  the  pleasure  of  spending  at  least 
one  day  there,  tho'  I  dare  not  be  too  sanguine  in  my  hopes  of  doing 
so,  lest  I  should  be  disappointed. 

I  am  very  glad  the  French  near  Johnson,  are  not  so  numerous  aa 
they  were  represented,  if  they  were,  I  know  not  in  what  manner  we 
should  resist  them.    I  wish  you  health  and  pleasure. 

Nov.  26th,  1765, 

Gov'r  Sharp. 
Indorted, 

Dft.  of  a  Letter  to  Gov'r  Sharp,  Nov.  2Gth,  1755. 


Timothy  HoRSFiBLD  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Bethlehem,  Nov'  26th,  1755. 
May  it  Please  Your  Honour: 
Sir, 
I  don't  doubt  Your  Honour's  having  already  Receiv'd  the  Melan- 
choly news  of  the  Distress  we  are  in,  in  these  back  Parts,  by  the  Inonr* 
sions  of  our  barbarous  Indian  Enemies,  as  Mr.  Parsons  has  inform'd 
mo  that  he  has  sent  Your  Honour  the  Substance  of  my  Letter  to  him 
by  an  Express,  which  is  the  Reason  why  I  thought  Proper  to  deferr 
the  sending  your  Honour  a  2d  Express  till  such  Time  as  I  ooald 

♦  See  p.  607. 
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fully  iDform  myself  of  the  Particulars  of  that  most  Barbarous 
Murtber. 

And  now  I  must  bee  Leave  previously  to  acquaint  Your  Honour 
of  the  Steps  I  have  taken  in  these  Afiairs,  from  the  first  Intimation. 
I  had  of  any  Danger  approaching  Us,  Which  was  by  a  Letter  the 
Rev'  Mr.  Spangenbcrg  received  from  Mr.  Martin  Mack  at  Gnaden- 
Hiitten^  the  2l8t  Instant,  (An  Extract  of  which  in  the  English 
Tongue  I  now  Inclose,  together  with  the  German  Original.)  I  then 
immediately  (ye  22d)  dispatch'd  a  Messenger  with  said  Letter  to 
Mr.  Parsons,  with  the  Person  who  had  brought  it  from  Gnaden- 
Iliitten,  to  give  him  what  further  Information  he  oould,  concerning 
some  other  Reports  he  had  heard  of  a  Body  of  Indians  being  likely 
to  fall  in  upon  the  White  People,  &o.,  Desiring  at  the  same  Time, 
that  as  I  was  then  Indisposed,  we  might  huve  a  Meeting  of  our  Bro' 
Jastices  to  give  a  proper  Answ*"  to  this  Letter,  and  appoint  proper 
Persons  to  conduct  the  Indians  Safe  to  Your  Honour.  Upon  thiji 
the  People  in  Easton  &  the  Jerseys  were  Alarm'd,  &  got  together  to 
march  for  the  Defence  of  the  Back  Settlements.  Sunday,  ye  23d, 
being  a  very  wet,  Stormy  Day,  none  of  the  Justices  came,  nor  any  of 
the  People  to  our  Assistance  till  the  Evening,  when  Mess"  Gordon, 
Vernon,  &c.,  from  Easton,  with  a  Company  of  about  50  or  60  Men 
from,  the  Jerseys,  under  Col.  James  Anderson,  with  Mr.  Pidgeon  & 
others  from  Trenton,  &c.,  whom  we  Quartered  herC;  &  entertained  io 
the  best  Manner  we  oould. 

On  Monday,  ye  24th,  I  dispatch'd  a  Messenger  to  Gnaden-Hiitten 
w*^  an  Answ'  to  Martin  Mack,  that  we  would  prepare  a  Convoy  for 
the  Indians  according  to  their  Request.  AV  8  o'clock  Col.  Anderson 
&  his  Company  march'd  out  of  Bethlehem  for  Gnaden-Hiitten,  And 
a  number  of  People  from  other  Parts  of  the  County  followed  them 
the  same  Day,  many  of  Whom  we  Supply'd  with  Powder  &  Ball. 
The  25th,  In  the  Mom>  about  8  o'clock,  I  was  call'd  up,  the  Mes- 
senger being  returned  from  Gnaden-Hiitten  with  the  News  Mr.  Par- 
sons has  inform'd  Your  Honour  of  as  above.  Upon  which  I  sent 
Letters  Out  to  alarm  the  Country,  &  People  came  from  all  Quarters, 
in  forwarding  whom  I  did  aU  that  lay  in  my  Power.  Towards  Night, 
8  of  the  White  People,  &  between  80  &  40  of  the  Indians,  Men, 
Women,  ft  Children,  who  had  made  their  Escape  in  ye  Night,  (from 
Gnaden-Hiitten,)  arrived  here,  but  could  not  give  us  any  just  Ac- 
count of  what  had  happen'd,  the  Murthers  being  committed  on  Iho 
other  side  of  the  River  near  a  Mile  Distant.  The  26th,  Gap*  Wilson, 
of  Bucks  County,  with  his  Company  of  60  or  70  Persons,  who  quar- 
ter'd  here  over  Night,  set  out  this  Morning  towards  the  Mountains 
as  did  several  other  Parties  from  Morning  till  Night.  In  the  Even- 
ing came  Jos'^  Sturges,  Geo.  Partch  &  bis  Wife,  the  Persons  who 
had  escaped  out  of  the  Flames  from  the  Fury  of  the  Indians,  from 
whom  I  rcc'd  the  following  Acc^  of  that  most  inhuman  &  Shocking 
Affair,  via^.  That  Monday,  the  24th  Instant,  an  Hour  before  Sun 
Set^^  Geo.  Custard;  with  two  others  of  the  Neighbours,  camo  to  Ma- 
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hoDj,  (the  Place  the  Marther  was  Committed  at,)  and  infonn'd  them 
that  ID  the  EvenlDg  they  might  Expect  a  Number  of  Arm'd  Men  to 
be  with  them  all  Night     T()at  about  6  o'clock,  while  thej  were 
sitting  at  Sapper,  (14  in  Number^)  the j  heard  the  Dogs  bark  very 
much,  &  Concluding  it  was  the  People  Custard  had  informed  them  of, 
Jo»^  Struges  &  3  more  got  up  to  receive  them,  but  on  opening  the 
Door  4  Guns  were  immediately  discharg'd  in  upon  them,  which  kill'd 
one  of  them  immediately,  and  one  of  the  Balls  grax'd  on  Sturges's 
Chin  &  set  his  Hair  on  Fire ;  then  4  or  5  more  fir'd,  &  so  a  third 
Time,  when  the  Indians  immediately  rush'd  in  upon  them,  &  kill'd 
some  of  them  on  the  Spot,  the  rest  run  into  an  Adjoining  Room, 
from  whence  G.  Partch  escap'd  thro'  a  Window,  &  meeting  Sense- 
man,  who  was  coming  down  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  took  him 
along  with  him;  but  Sturges,  with  3  Men  and  3  Women  &  a  Child 
got  up  Stairs,  at  the  Head  of  which  was  a  Trap  l)oor,  w'^  they  shut 
down  &  secur'd  in  the  best  manner  they  Could,  the  Indians  ofien 
Attempting  to  force  it  open,  &  finding  they  could  not,  fir*d  in  upon 
them  thro'  the  Ceiling  &  Roof  of  the  House,  but  without  Effect, 
upon  which  they  set  fire  to  the  House.    Sturges  watching  his  Oppor- 
tunity, (as  he  thought  while  they  were  Scalping  those  below,)  Jump'd 
out  at  the  Gable-End  Window,  &  Partch's  Wife  following  him,  they 
both  made  their  Escape.    Worbas  being  Sick  in  another  House,  & 
seeing  all  this  with  an  Indian  Posted  as  a  Guard  at  his  Door,  also 
made  his  Escape  thro'  a  Window,  at  the  Time  the  Indian  went  to 
the  rest  of  his  Company,  who  he  believes  Did  not  exceed  12.     He  & 
Sturges  both  believes  they  were  Delawares,  k  that  one  of  them  had 
a  French  Match  Coat  on.     Partches'  Wife  being  newly  come  to  the 
Place,  &  not  knowing  the  Woods,  crept  at  a  small  Distance  &  hid 
herself  behind  a  Stump,  &  saw  Fabricius,  who  jumped  out  of  the 
Window  after  her.  Shot  &  Scalp'd,  &  otherwise  inhumanly  abus*d  : 
the  rest  perished  in  the  Flames.     She  saw  them  likewise  set  £^  to 
the  Bam  &  Stables,  with  40  Head  of  Cattle,  besides  5  Horses  &  3 
Colts,  as  also  the  rest  of  the  Houses,  (one  of  which  was  very  large,) 
&  after  they  had  took  what  they  pleas'd,  &  burnt  the  rest,  she  saw 
them  go  to  the  Spring  House  &  feast,  which  was  about  12  o'clock  at 
Night,  k  when  they  had  done  they  set  the  Spring  House  on  Fire  & 
went  their  Way.    The  Next  Day  Partch  &  Sturges  Returned  with 
Some  Arm'd  People  &  found  Partch's  Wife,  and  also  found  a  Blanket 
ft  a  Hat  with  a  Knife  stnck  thro'  Them  upon  the  Stump  of  p.  Tree, 
Which  I  have  heard  is  a  Signal  among  the  Indians,  *'  Thus  much 
wo  have  done  ft  Are  able  to  do  More." 

The  Number  of  them  that  are  KilTd  are,  7  Men,  3  Women  ft  a 
Child,  viz*: 

Gottlieb  Andreas,  his  Wife,  ft  Child  of  About  a  Y'  Old. 
Martin  Nitghman  ft  his  Wife. 
Catherine  Senseman,  the  Wife  of  Joachim  Senseman. 
Christian  Fabricius. 
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Geo.  SwdOART. 

Leonard  Kateembyeb. 

Mabtin  Presseb,  &  *  ^ 

Fbebbiok  Lesley. 

For  my  Parfc,  I  hardly  know  what  to  say  to  Yonr  Honour  upon 
these  deplorable  Circumstances,  our  Country  being  in  the  utmost 
Confusion  Imaginable;  One  flying  here,  the  other  there  for  Safety. 
Men  enough  are  to  be  had,  who  appear  willing  to  go  in  Defence  of 
themselves  &  Country,  but  being  under  no  Command,  &  not  having 
Persons  of  Skill  &  Judgment  to  Order  &  Dispose  them,  I  Expect 
little  or  no  Service  to  be  done  by  them,  tho'  the  Expence  &  loss  of 
Time  is  great ;  &  unless  some  Speedy  Measures  be  fallen  upon  to 
stop  the  Depredations  &  Incursions  of  these  Blood  Thirsty  Villains,  I 
see  nothing  but  tho  inevitable  Ruin  of  our  Country,  as  40  or  50  of 
these  6anditti,.or  Robbers,  (for  I  look  upon  them  in  no  other  light,) 
are  able  in  their  Skulking  Manner,  to  Disturb  the  Peace  o^  a 
Whole  Province^  &  baffle  the  Attempts  of  Thousands,  who  in  this 
Way  may  be  sent  against  them.  I  verily  believe,  at  the  most  mo- 
derate Computation,  the  Brethren  have  lost  upwards  of  £1500  by 
this  Calamity,  &  the  Expence  they  are  daily  at^  in  Victualling  the 
People,  with  their  Horses^  who  pass  &  repass  thro'  Bethlehem,  &c., 
&  Supplying  the  People  with  Powder  &  Ball,  w'^  they  require  of 
them,  is  greater  than  they  Possibly  can  Support  under,  considering 
the  greatness  of  their  Familys,  the  Badness  of  the  Crops,  &  what  a 

Quantity  of  Grain  they  must  necessarily  buy  for  their  Subsistanoe. 
beg  Y'  Honour  will  please  to  take  these  things  into  Your  Con- 
sideration, &  Favour  Me  with  Your  Directions  how  to  Conduct  my- 
aelf  at  this  Critical  Juncture,  &  to  order  in  what  Manner  the  People 
are  to  be  Supplied  with  Arms  &  Ammunition;  as  they  mostly  Ad- 
dress themselves  to  Me. 

I  am 

Your  Honour's 

Most  Obed*  humble  Servant. 

TIM°-  HORSFIELD. 

P.  S.—- Since  Writing  the  above,  an  Indian  match  Coat,  a  Blanket^ 
a  Striped  Shirt,  &  a  Knife,  w^  were  found  near  the  Place  where  the 
Murther  was  Committed;  have  been  brought  in. 

Directed, 

To  the  Honourable  Rob*  Hunter  Morris,  Esq', 
^  Governour  of  the  Province  of  Pensylvania. 

Indorted. 

Justice  Horsfield's  Lre.  to  the  Governour^  26  Nov'j  1755|  delivered 
29th  Nov. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gbn.  Shirley,  1755. 
Sir :  • 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellences  several  £i- 
Tonrs  of  11^  &  15*^  instant.  That  relative  to  the  things  reqaested 
for  the  secnritie  of  this  Province^  I  shall  do  myself  the  honour  to 
make  S  particular  answer  to,  and  hope  when  you  consider  the  natora 
of  this  government  and  its  consequence  to  the  crown  and  nation,  yoa 
will  afford  us  some  relief;  especiallyi  as  without  such  relief  it  will 
be  disabled  from  furnishing  the  necessary  Carriages  aiid  Proviaioos 
towards  an  Exped*  against  fort  Duquesne  in  the  next  summer,  which 
you  seem  to  think  wUl  be  undertaken. 

It  would  give  me  very  great  pleasure  to  meet  you  in  the  Congress 
you  have  summond  at  New  York,  not  only  to  assist  you  in  any  tbJDg 
within  the  reach  of  my  abilities,  but  to  congratulate  you  upon  jour 
safe  return  from  so  fategning  a  campaign.  But  the  daly  accounts  I 
have  of  the  cruelties  committed  on  the  Borders,  and  the  ncoessitj  I 
am  under  of  trying  every  method  for  the  relief  of  the  Inhabitants, 
will  hardly  admit  me  to  leave  the  Province :  which;  however,  if  there 
is  a  possibility  of  doing,  I  will  try  to  be  with  you. 

This  morning  an  Express  came  to  town  with  an  ace*  that  the  In* 
dians  had  cut  off  a  moravian  settlement  not  far  from  the  Biver  Dela- 
ware, where  they  distroyd  all  the  Inhabitants  but  two,  and  I  am  in 
hourly  Expectation  of  hearing  of  more  mischief  in  that  quarter. 

The  Prop^  have  sent  me  over  an  order  for -five  thousand  pounds;* 
this  money  which  they  give^  freely  towards  the  Expenoes  that  they 
thought  would  attend  the  defeat  of  Gen^  Braddock,  for  it  was  imme- 
diately upon  receiving  the  acct  of  that  affair  that  they  dispatched 
this  order.  But  you  are  sensible  this  sum  will  go  but  little  way 
towards'  the  defence  of  a  Province  circumstanced  as  this  is,  and 
whether  the  assembly  will  make  any  addition  to  it;  I  can't  as  yet 
say.  I  am 

Indorsed, 
D£*.  of  a  Letter  to  Gen*  Shirley,  Nov'  26*%  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gen.  Shirley,  17551 

Permit  me,  good  sir,  to  offer  you  my  hearty  c(^ndolence  upon  the 
death  of  my  poor  friena  Jack,  whose  worth  I  admired,  and  feel  for 
him  more  than  I  can  Express.  Hts  good  sence  and  sweetness  of 
temper  made  him  generally  beloved,  and  few  men  of  his  age  had  so 
many  friends.  Your  affliction  is  truly  great,  to  be  deprived  of  two 
such  sons  in  one  year,  is  a  loss  uncommonly  heavy,  and  would  hear 
down  any  man  not  fortified  with  the  same  firmness  of  mind;  and 

♦  See  T.  Pcnn*8  letter,  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  VI.,  p.  781. 
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Tesignatioo  io  the  divine  will  that  you  are.  Ab  my  friendshii^  to 
you  will  ever  make  me  anxious  for  your  family,  you  will  excuse  me 
if  upon  this  melancholy  occasion  I  mention  my  friend  Tom,  your 
sow  only  Hope ;  can  yon  not  for  him  keep  some  promotion  vacant, 
appointing  somebody  to  act  in  it  for  the  present,  and  by  the  secre- 
tary of  war  desire  that  his  majesty  will  be  graciously  pj^ased  to  ap* 
point  him  to  such  vacancy.  This  is  what  your  services  to  the  Crown 
merits,  and  what  I  am  persuaded  will  be  readily  granted.  If  I  am 
wrong  in  this,  I  beg  you  would  attribute  it  to  the  warmth  of  my 
frienoship  for  you  and  yoar  family,  and  be  assured  that  I  am  most 
sincerely  &  affectionately 

Nov  27, 1755, 

Indorted, 

DP  to  Qen*  Shirley,  upon  the  Death  of  his  son  John.* 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gen.  Shirley,  1755. 

Nov  17^  1755. 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  writing  the  Letter  herewith  I  have  received  Intelligence 
that  The  Indians  have  cross'd  the  Sasquehanna,  and  fallen  upon  the 
inhabitants  to  the  Southward  of  the  Moantains  at  and  near  a  place 
called  Tulpibockin,  about  sixty  miles  from  hence,  where  they  had, 
when  the  express  came  away,  Barnt  several  houses  and  killed  such 
of  the  inhabitants  as  could  not  escape  from  them.  The  settlement 
they  are  now  distroying  is  one  of  the  finest  in  this  Province,  the 
Lands  are  very  Rich  and  well  improved. .  My  Assembly  have  now 
been  sitting  ever  since  the  3'  Instant,  bat  have  done  nothing  for  the 
defence  of  the  Province,  nor  raised  any  supplys.  The  Bill  they 
have  proposed  for  that  purpose,  being  of  the  same  kind  of  one  I  had 
before  refused  to  pass  and  which  they  know  I  have  no  power  by  my 
Commbsion  to  pass  it.  Such  a  Conduct  while  the  Country  is  bleed- 
ing, seems  to  me  to  merit  the  severest  censure. 

Indorued. 
Nov  1V\  1755.    DP  to  Qen»  Shirley. 

*  nis  son  William  was  killed  in  Braddock*s  defeat.— See  Col.  Bee.  Vol. 
VI.,  p.  489. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Chas.  Hardy,  1755. 

Sir: 

It  would  give  me  very  great  pleasure  to  wiut  on  you  at  New  York 
and  to  assist  at  a  Congress  that  seems  so  very  necessary  for  his  Mt- 
jestys  service  and  the  general  safety  of  these  Provinces,  as  thtt 
Gen^  Shirley  has  appointed  to  be  held  the  beginning  of  next  month, 
But  I  am  much  affraid  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  leave  this 
Province  in  its  present  Circumstances,  for  tho'  I  have  not  the  power 
of  doing  any  good,  yet  while  the  Assembly  is  sitting  and  the  baok 
inhabitants  are  bleeding,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  try  every  means  for 
their  Protection. 

A  Government,  such  as  this  is,  where  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature are  or  pretend  to  be  principled  against  doing  tho  dutys  of  their 
station,  I  believe  was  never  known  nor  heard  of  before,  and  it  is 
rather  a  matter  of  surprise  than  otherwise,  that  it  has  subsisted  ao 
long.  They  have  at  last  pass'd  a  Militia  Bill,  but  in  such  a  shape 
that  it  is  impossible  to  carry  it  into  execution,  and  indeed  it  was  only 
intended  to  increase  the  Clamour  against  me,  as  they  took  it  for 
granted  I  should  refuse  to  consent  to  it,  but  I  have  disappointed 
them,  and  pass'd  it,  and  by  that  means  have  in  some  measure  opened 
the  peoples  Eyes,  who  now  begin  to  see  their  Error  in  chosing 
Quakers  into  the  Assembly. 

Tho  Prop**  upon  tho  first  news  of  Gen^  Braddock's  Defeat  have 
sent  me  an  Order  for  five  thousand  pounds  thb  currency,  towards 
defraying  the  Expenses  that  would  be  necessary  upon  that  occasioa 
for  the  defence  of  the  Province.  But  this  sum,  tho'  considerable 
for  them  to  giv§,  will  go  but  little  way  in  the  defence  of  a  Province, 
with  so  extended  a  frontier  as  this  Has. 

I  have  this  morning  received  accounts  that  the  Indians  has  de- 
stroyed one  of  the  Moravian  settlements/near  Delaware  Biver,  called 
Mahoney,  where  they  killed  all  the  inhabitants  but  two,  tnd  I 
expect  further  accounts  of  their  progress  in  that  quarter,  Tho'  a 
detachment  of  one  of  the  Jersey  Regiments  of  Militia  marched 
against  them.  From  the  regularity  of  *the  motions  of  those  Indians 
from  Potomack  to  Delaware,  along  the  back  of  the  Mountains, 
which  they  have  seldom  crossed,  I  am  fearfull  they  will  go  along 
the  same  Chain  of  Mountains  through  Jersey,  and  into  your  Govern- 
ment, and  unless  the  people  living  near  those  Mountains  are  veiy 
watchfull  I  apprehend  they  will  be  in  a  danger  of  being  surprised 
and  Cut  ofi. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  mention  this  to  you  that  you  might  have 
time  to  consider  it  and  give  directions  acconlinely. 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  safely  returned  to  New  York  in  health, 
after  the  fatigues  you  have  had  to  the  Northward. 

Indorted. 
Df^  of  a  Letter  to  S'  Cha*  Hardy.    Nov  27<S  1755. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Belcher,  1756.   , 

Sir : 

I  have  reoeivd  an  Express  from  the  County  of  Northampton,  that 
the  Indians  have  attackd  and  destroyd  one  of  the  Moravian  Settle-  v 
mentS;  and  have  put  to  death  all  but  two,  and  set  the  Houses  on 
Fire.  As  the  Inaians  began  their  Ravages  on  the  River  Patowmec, 
and  have  continued  them  all  along  that  Chain  of  mountains  which 
cross  Delaware  and  go  thro  your  Province,  it  is  probable  they  will 
not  stop  at  that  River,  but  proceed  to  cut  ofr  your  Inhabitants  that 
have  settled  near  them,  and  therefore  it  may  be  necessary  to  put  them 
upon  their' Guard. 

Coll.  Anderson  has  offered  our  Back  Settlers  a  ready  Assistance, 
and  w'^  the  Detachment  of  his  Regiment  has  marched  up  to  the 
place  where  the  Attack  was  made,  but  I  am  not  yet  informed  of  his 
Success. 

I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  the  kind  Assistances  of  your 
Militia.  God  knows  how  soon  yen  may  want  it  for  your  Defence, 
and  if  you  shall  be  attacked,  I  hope  such  of  our  Inhabitants  as  live 
in  your  neigbourhood,  and  have  formed  themselves  into  Companies, 
will  assist  cheerfully  on  the  first  notice. 

The  Prop'  has  made  a  free  Gift  of  JC500Q  to  the  Province  towards 
its  defence;  this  he  did  imediatcly  on  the receit  of  the  Acco**  of  Ge- 
neral Braddock,  and  it  has, had  this  good  effect  as  to  induce  the  As- 
sembly to  offer  me  a  Bill  for  £5000,  without  taxing  the  Proprietary 
Estates,  to  which  1  have  given  my  Assent. 

Nov  27%  1755. 
Gov  Belcher. 

Indoried, 

Dft  to  Gov  Belcher,  Nov  29th,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  John  Pownall.  1765. 

Philad-,  Nov.  28, 1755. 
Sir: 

Ten  days  ago  I  was  favourd  with  yours  of  July  y«  15%  Inclosing 
Heads  of  Enquiry  from  the  Lords  commissioners  for  trade  and  Plan- 
tations, whicb  I  should  have  answerd  by  this  conveyance,  had  not 
the  Confusions  in  this  Province,  occasiond  by  the  inroads  made  by 
the  French^  Indians,  and  the  sitting  of  the  Assembly  employd  my 
whole  time.  But  I  beg  you  will  take  the  trouble  to  present  my 
Humble  duty  to  their  Ldps,  and  assure  them  that  they  shall  have 
the  fullest  answers  to  their  several  Enquirys,  that  it  is  in  my  Power 
to  ffive. 

1  am  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  their  Lordships  commands 


528  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1755. 

Bignified  by  your  letter  of  y*  19^  of  Sep',  which  came  to  my  luiodB 
at  the  same  time  that  the  queries  did,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  shill 
immediately  prepare  an  exact  and  particular  acct  of  the  several  mat* 
ters  their  Lordships  desire  to  belnformed  of;  and  transmit  it  without 
delay. 

You  will  eive  me  leave  to  obseive  that  as  M'  Penn  is  the  Priacipal 
governor  of  this  Province ;  I  have  transmitted  to  him  from  time  to  time 
every  thing  relative  to  this  Province  &  its  defenceless  state,  of  whom 
their  Ldps  may  be  fully  informed,  should  they  incline  to  represent 
these  matters  to  his  majesty  before  the  stato  I  am  now  preparing 
shall  arrive.     I  am^  sir 

Dlreciedj 

John  Pownal,  secretary,  to  the  B'  of  trade. 

Indorsed^  « 

Df .  of  a  letter  to  Jq«.  Pownall,  Egqr.,  Nov^  28%  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Earl  of  Halifax,  1755. 

Nov  28»'',  1756. 

Earl  of  Ilallifax : 

My  Lord —     ^ 

I  had  the  Honour  to  write  your  LM'p,  in  answer  to  yours  bj 
Gen*  Braddock,  since  which  The  affairs  in  this  part  of  the  Continent 
have  taken  a  very  unfortunate  turn,  as  the  French  have  gained  to 
their  Interest  some  tribes  of  Indians  who  were  formerly  friends 
to  the  English,  and  who  are  now  making  great  inroads  into  {his  and 
the  neighbouring  Provinces.  Tho'  I  have  at  last  prevailed  on  the 
Assembly  of  this  Province  to  give  fifty-five  thousand  pounds  to^the 
King's  use,  and  the  Proprietarys  have  on  this  occasion  given  fct^ 
thousand  pounds,  yet  I  am  clear  of  opinion  that  this  Province  can- 
not be  properly  defended  till  measures  are  taken  to  exclude  from  the 
Legislature  a  set  of  men  who  Either  are,  or  pretend  to  be,  principled 
against  defending  themselves  and  their  Country. 

The  French  k  Indians  have  already  killed  k  taken  a  considerable 
number  of  the  Inhabitants,  k  have  drove  above  a  thousand  familjs 
from  their  Habitations  and  laid  waste  a  considerable  extent  of 
Country  which  might  have  been  in  great  measure  prevented  if  the 
Assembly  had  done  their  duty  k  enabled  me  to  put  this  l^rovince 
into  a  posture  of  defence. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  transmitted  to  Mr.  Penn  the  state  tnd 
Condition  of  this  Province,  who,  I  make  no  doubt,  has  laid  the 
several  matters  before  your  L'd'p  and  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers. 
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It  would  be  Tcry  Happy  for  these  Colonys  and  Greatly  eontribute 
not  only  to  their  own  safety,  but  to  the  snccess  of  any  measures 
that  may  be  oarry'd.  on  upon  this  Continent  against  the  French,  if 
they  could  be  united  in  such  a  manner  as  to  act  in  Conjunction  with 
one  another^  and  Each  of  them  be  obliged  to  Contribute  their  quota 
towards  the  measures  necessary  for  their  common  securities.  The 
plan  of  union  proposed  at  Albany,  some  time  ago,  appeared  to  me 
▼ery  inadequate  to  these  Purposes,  as  by  that  plan  his  Majesty  & 
his  Ministers  wore  to  have  less  Power  in  the  united  Legislature  than 
they  have  in  the  several  separate  ones,  which-  might  answer  somo 
purposes  here,  but  In  my  humble  opinion  would  not  have  answered 
the  Ends  of  Government,  or  at  all  contributed  to  have  kept  these 
Provinces  in  that  dependence  upon  the  Mother  Country^  so  neces- 
sary for  the  Interest  of  'em  both. 

Indar$ed — 
D^  of  a  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Hallifaz.    Nov'  iS*^,  1755. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  1755. 

Nov.  28,  1755. 
Sir, 

Since  I  wrote  you  on  ye  28th  of  October,*  the  French  Indians  have 
made  several  Incursions  into  thd  settled  parts  of  thil  Province,  have 
distroyd  numbers  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  laid  waste  a  considerable 
extent  of  country.  This  might  in  great  measure  have  been  prevented, 
if  I  could  have  prevailed  on  my  Assembly  to  have  granted  supply s, 
&  enabled  me  to  put  the  Province  into  a  posture  of  defence ;  But 
there  is  so  great  a  majority  of  Quakers  in  the  House,  that  no  war« 
like  preparations  are  to  be  expected  from  them,  being  as  they  pre- 
tend, contrary  to  their  Principles.  However,  they  have  at  last 
granted  a  supply  of  fifty-five  thousand  pounds,  and  the  Proprietors 
have  given  five  thousand  pounds  more,  and  I  have  passed  a  Law  for 
emitting  the  fifty-five  thousand  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  which  are 
to  be  sunk  in  four  yearly  payments.  The  disposition  of  this  money 
IS  more  clogged  than  I  could  wish,  and  may  therefore  not  be  applyd 
in  the  best  manner,  but  I  am  in  hopes  it  will  so  far  answer  the  ends 
proposed,  as  to  put  the  Province  into  a  tolerable  posture  of  defence, 
and  prevent  in  great  measure  the  future  inroads  of  the  Indians.  But 
for  want  of  a  well  established  Regular  Militia,  it  will  be  very  diffi- 
cult and  expensive  to  defend  so  extended  a  frontier  as  this  Province 
has. 

S'.  Tho^  Robinson. 

/ncfortecf.— Draught  Lre.  to  S'  Tho.  Robinson,  28  Nov',  1115. 

m 

«  See  p.  440. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Bblchbr,  1755. 

Dec*  the  29th,  1755. 
Sir: 

When  I  had  the  Honor  to  wait  on  yon  at  Elis*^  Town,  I  forgot  to 
mention  to  your  Excellencyi  that  Gen*  Shirley,  upon  my  represen- 
tation of  the  situation  of  this  Province,  had  ordered  the  CompaDj  of 
granadiers  belonging  to  the  fiftieth  regiment  and  a  detachment  of 
the  Indcp*  companys,  to  march  into  the  Province ;  what  makes  these 
troops  the  more  necessary,  is  the  want  of  a  military  Law  to  enforoe 
obedience  to  the  officers,  without  which,  the  raising  and  paying  men' 
will  have  very  Little  effect;  and  as  I  have  no  reason  to  expect  such 
a  Law  from  my  Assembly  in  their  present  temper,  I  hope  to  supply 
that  Defect  by  the  Junction  of  some  of  the  regular  troops  to  those 
that  are  raised  by  the  Province.  As  this  detachment  will  march 
soon  thro'  your  Excellency's  Province,  I  take  the  Liberty  to  request 
your  orders  to  the  proper  persons  to  assist  and  supply  them  on  their 
way. 

A  vessel  that  arrived  on*  Saturday  night  from  Lisbon,  Brings  tho 
malancholy  account  of  the  distruction  of  that  City  by  an  Earth  qoake 
on  ye  1st  of  November;  the  Palace  is  destroyed,  but  the 'Royal  family 
beine  out  of  town  had  the  good  fortune  to  Escape;  thirty  thousand 
people  are  said  to  be  Kill'd,  and  the  accounts  add,  that  the  remaining 
inhabitants  were  destroying  each  other  in  fighting  for  what  wa.s  re- 
cover'd  from  the  juins — the  City  was  set  on  tire  at  the  time  of  the 
shock,  and  had  Burnt  nine  days  when  this  Vessel  came  away. 

/nc/or<cJ.— Dec  29  th,  1755,  Dft.  to  Gov'  Belcher. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Dikwiddib,  1755. 

Philadelphia,  29th  November,  1755. 
Sir, 

I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  81st  October,"^  and  am  with  Yon 
so  sensible  of  the  hurt  done  to  his  Majesties  Service  by  the  Con- 
tinuance of  our  disputes,  that  to  put  an  End  to  them  I  have  even 
made  Concessions  which  have  exceeded  my  Powers. 

As  soon  as  M''.  Penn  received  ray  Letter  giving  him  an  Account 
of  the  Defeat  of  General  Braddock,  he  sent  me  an  Order  on  his 
Receiver  General  for  Five  Thousand  Pounds,  as  a  free  Gift  towards 
the  defence  of  the  Province ;  this  generous  Offer  1  commuuicated 
to  the  Assembly,  &  thereupon  they  presented  to  me  &  I  passed  an 
Act  for  granting  the  Sum  of  Sixty  Thousand  Pounds  to  the  King's 
Use ;  the  money  is  to  be  struck  in  a  month,  &  to  be  sunk  in  Four 
Years  by  a  Tax  of  Six  Pence  per  Pound  on  all  Estates,  Real  &  Per- 

*  See  p.  446. 
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Bonal,  and  to  be  disposed  of  with  mj  Approbatioii;  and  not  other- 
wise, by  Persona  named  in  the  Aot;  and  tho'  some  of  them  are  not 
Buch  as  I  shou'd  have  chosen,  jet  as  my  Predecessor,  M'.  Hamiltoni 
and  M'.  Mifflin,  another  Gentleman  of  the  Connoil,  are  of  the  Num- 
ber, I  hope  it  will  be  carefully  applied;  and  all  done  with  it  that 
Sfich  a  Sum  of  Money  can  do. 

If  with  this  Grant  they  had  made  a  good  Militia  Act,*  I  might 
have  done  something  towards  putting  the  Country  into  a  Posture  of 
Defence;  but  as  they  offered  me  aj^nseless,  partial  and  impractica- 
ble Bill,  rather  than  have  any  more  disputes  with  them,  and  as  it 
was  only  to  continue  in  Force  till  next  October,  I  passed  it,  that 
Elzperieifce  may  convince  them  such  Bills  will  do  infinitely  more 
harm  than  good.  As  it  is  in  the  News  Papers  I  shall  say  no  more 
of  it,  all  may  thence  see  both  at  home  and  in  the  other  ColonieSi 
that  whilst  a  majority  in  Assembly  are  Quakers,  which  they  now 
aoknowledge  has  from  the  beginning  been  the  case,  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected they  will  either  co-operate  with  the  other  Provinces,  or  defend 
their  own  to  any  material  Purpose. 

I  wish  I  could  gratify  you  in  your  Enquiry  about  Gen^  Johnson. 
He  is  still  at  Lake  George,  &  does  not,  as  I  hear,  proceed  in  the 
intended  Attack  on  the  French  Camp  at  Ticondarago,  where  the 
French  are  said  to  be  strengthening  themselves.  Indeed,  if  his 
magazine  be  not'  filled  with  Provisions,  the  Roads  are  now  become 
BO  bad,  that  they  cannot  be  carried  in  such  Quantities  -as  his  march 
would  require.  Commissioners  are  come  to  Albany  from  Boston  k 
Connecticut  to  concert  the  Destination  of  their  Forces  under  his 
Command,  so  that  his  future  motions  will  depend  on  their  Resolu- 
tions, which  I  shall  communicate  to  You  as  soon  as  I  shall  be  made 
acquainted  with  them. 

My  Heart  bleeds  for  M'.  Shirley.  He  must  be  overwhelmed  with 
Grief  when  he  hears  of  Cap^  John  Shirley's  Death,  of  which  I  have 
an  Account  by  the  last  Post  from  New  York,  where  he  dyed  of  a 
Flux  and  Fever  that  he  had  contracted  at  Oswego.  The  Loss  of 
Two  Sons  in  one  Campaign  scarce  admits  of  Consolation.  I  feel  tho 
Anguish  of  the  unhappy  Father,  and  mix  my  Tears  very  hearUly 
with  his.  I  have  had  an  intimate  Acquaintance  with  Both  of  Them 
for  many  Years,  and  know  well  their  inestimable  Value. 

Great  Disorders  reign  among  the  back  Inhabitants  for  want  of 
Discipline,  which  require  me  to  go  to  them  ;  but  if  I  can  possibly 
be  spared  I*  will  attend  the  Congress,  and  there  make  just  and  full 
Representations  of  whatever  has  fallen  under  my  Notice  aa  well  in 
this  as  in  other  Provinces. 

I  aoknowledge  the  Receit  of  yours  of  the  12th  Instant  by  the 
Hcturn  of  my  Express,  and  am  truly  concerned  to  hear  that  You 
have  been  laid  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  dissolving  your 
Assembly  at  such  a  dangerous  Juncture^  when  by  repeated  accounts 

«  See  it,  p.  616. 
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We  may  expeot  large  Bodies  of  Indians  to  fall  on  the  three  Pro- 
TiDces  at  one  and  the  same  time,  so  that  if  these^istraotions  con- 
tinue much  longer,  the  greatest  Part  of  them  will  be  depopulated 
and  the  Inhabitants  reduced  to  Want,  so  as  scarce  to  be  able  to 
maintain  themselves,  much  lesa  such  as  may  be  sent  to  their 
Assistance. 

The  mischiefs  done  by  these  merciless  Indians  in  this  Province 
since  my  last  Letter  are  inconceivable.  All  our  Settlements  con- 
tiguous  to  Maryland,  Westward  of  the  *Ending  of  the  Temporary 
Line  are  broken  up,  and  many  of  t)ieir  Houses  burned.  The  same 
Savages  have  been  committed  in  the  Big  and  Little  Gove;  and  then 
these  Savages  finding  the  People  there  armed  and  on  their  march 
against  them,  quitted  their  Depredations  on  the  West  Side  of  Sos- 
quebannab,  crossed  that  River  and  fell  on  the  rich  Vale  of  Tulpy- 
hoccon,  murdering  and  burning  Plantations,  as  low  as  within  Six 
Miles  of  M*".  Weiscr's  Housc<  It  is  true,  on  the  first  alarm  multi- 
tudes came,  some  with  Arms  and  some  with  Pitchforks,  enough  to 
have  repelled  a  large  Force ;  but  the  Savages  no  sooner  saw  this 
than  they  made  off,  and  have  since  destroyed  a  Moravian  Settle- 
ment, called  Gnaden  Huten,  situate  on  one  of  the  Branches  of  the 
River  Delaware,  murdered  Ten  poor  innocent  Moravians,  and  set 
the  House  and  Bam  on. Fire.  Here  again  Numbers  soon  repaired, 
well  armed,'  and  assisted  with  a  Detachment  of  the  Militia  from 
Jersey ;  On  which  these  Savages  moved  off,  and  I  imagine  We  shall 
hear  soon  that  they  are  committing  their  cruel  and  horrid  murders 
in  New  Jersey ;  for  they  keep  all  along  the  same  chain  of  Hills 
where  thay  began  on  Patowmec. 

As  soon  as  a  Plan  of  Operations  is  agreed  upon  by  me  and  the 
Committee,  I  will  inform  You  of  it,  and  if  it  is  such  an  one  as  You 
&  Gov.  Sharpe  can  approve,  our  Operations  perhaps  may  be  ren- 
dered the  more  effectual  by  co-operating  together. 

I  am, 


P.  S. — ^I  send  You  some  Letters  that  came  to  my  Hands  from 
England,  and  also  a  Paper  containing  Secret  Intelligence  of  the  de- 
signs of  the  Six  Nations  and  other  Indians;  that  Part  relating  to 
their  attacking  the  French  I  do  not  think  true,  as  I  have  since  had 
other  Accounts  that  do  not  mention  it;  besides  the  French  Seem  to 
be  at  the  bottom  of  this  Scheme.  I  wish  proper  methods  may  be 
taken  to  secure  the  Cherokee  Indians,  &  1  think  the  Gov"  of  tbe 
Garolioas  should  be  apprised  of  this  Matter.  ** 

Indoned, — Copy,  Gov'.  Morris's  Letter  to  G^v.  Dinwiddie. 
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Sir  Charles  Hardy  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Fort  George^  New  York,  30th  November,  1755. 
Sir: 

Yesterday  I  was  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  26**,  inclosiDg 
two  iDformatioDB  relating  to  the  Incnrsions  of  the  Indians,  in  the 
back  Paris  of  your  Proviooes.  I  am  extremely  concerned  to  find 
the  Assembly  of  your  Government  so  averse  to  making  the  neces-* 
sary  Provision  for  their  own  Defence. 

About  an  hour  before  I  received  your  Letter,  I  received  an  Ex- 
press from  Goshen,  that  a  Body  of  Indians  had  done  some  Mischief 
at  Minisink,  (on  the  controverted  Lands  between  this  Province  and 
New  Jersey,)  and  that  they  were  apprehensive  of  their  moving  to 
the  back  Settlements  at  Orange  County.  On  the  first  Notice  of 
this  Intelligence  the  Officer  commanding  the  Militia,  summoned  the 
different  Companies  to  appear  under  Arms,  and  I  am  informed  by 
the  Bearer  of  the  Express  that  many  are  assembled,  and  I  trust  will 
oppose  the  Enemy  should  they  appear  in  our  settlements.  The  like 
Measures  I  believe  are  pursued  in  the  Government  of  the  Jerseys. 

I  have  this  day  sent  an  Express  to  Geu^  Johnson  with  this  In- 
formation, and  have  directed  him  to  send  a  Message  in  my  Name  to 
the  Six  Nations,  not  only  to  warn  them  against  any  attempts  that 
may  be  made  on  their  Castle,  but  to  require  them  to  send  Messages 
to  all  the  Indians  under  their  Dependence,  not  to  assist  or  join  the 
Prench  or  their  Indians,  but  to  take  up  the  Hatchet  and  assist  the 
English,  and  to  let  them  know  that  if  they  go  out  a  fighting  against 
the  English,  the  six  Nations  will  consider  them  as  Enemies  and 
treat  them  as  Such. 

I  am  sorry  we  are  not  like  to  see  you  at  the  Meeting,  General 
Shirley  has  desired  to  be  held  in  this  city,  You  may  be  assured  I 
should  have  been  glad  to  have  made  your  Kesidence  here  agreeable. 

I  am,  Sir, 

with  great  Esteem, 

Your  most  Obedient 

and  humble  servant, 

OHAS.  HARDY. 

Direcied. 

Governor  Morris. 
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Wm.  Parsons  to  Rich'd.  Peters,  1755. 

EastoD;  Not'  the  30%  1755. 

R'  Peters,  Esq^ : 

Sir— • 

Since  writiDg  my  last,  of  tbe  27*^  Instant,  every  thing  re- 
mains pretty  qniet  There  has  been  a  report  of  some  Damage  being 
done  on  the  other  side  the  Mountains,  beyond  Broadbeads,  but  it 
wants  Confirmation.  Last  Fryday  the  Jersey  People  took  an  Indian 
Man  and  broaght  him  to  our  Goal,  and  last  night  about  7  o'clock 
they  brought  15  Indians  more,  3  of  them  were  Men  and  the  rest 
Wom^n  and  Children.  As  it  was  thought  unsafe  to  keep  the  IndiaDs 
long  in  this  place,  which  might  draw  a  particular  Resentment  on  w 
fo(mt  the  o^ier  Indians  when  they  should  hear  that  we  had  them  hert 
'in  Goal,  They  were  this  Morning  all  sent  over  into  the  Jerseys, 
under  Convoy  of  those  who  brought  them  to  us,  with  advice  to  con- 
vey them  safely  to  some  prison  in  the  lower  and  more  Populoas 
Counties  of  their  own  Province.  Whether  we  have  done  right  or  no 
must  be  left  to  our  Superiors,  but  the  People  of  the  Town  were  ex- 
ceedingly dissatisfied  at  the  Indians  being  brought  here,  and  I  do 
assure  you  that  I  find  a  good  deal  of  Difficulty  to  keep  our  People 
in  spirits  to  which  end  I  am  obliged  upon  every  occasion  to  hnmoor 
them  and  to  keep  them  in  Temper,  and  they  have  been  much  insult- 
ed and  put  upon  by  some  of  the  Jersey  People  from  Greenwi<A, 
who  came  in  great  numbers  to  feast  upon  us  under  pretence  of 
Friendship  being  too  much  encouraged  therein  by  a  few  of  our  own 
People,  but  I  have  hitherto  kept  them  patient  under  those  Menaces. 
I  am« 

Sir, 

Your  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

WM.  PARSONS. 

P.  S. — If  we  are  furnished  with  Snpplys  of  Men,  Arms,  Ammu- 
nition and  Provbions  we  shall  not  be  able  to  hold  our  Ground. 

Directed. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Indorsed, 

Wm.  Parsons.    80  Nov',  1755.    Rece'd  Saturday  Mom'g  by 
Express,  Grace  Parsons. 
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Col.  Johnson  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Fort  Johnson,  Decb'  17tb,  1755. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  haye  this  Moment  the  pleasure  of  j",  and  am  much  obliged  to 
you  for  jour  kind  Congratulations. 

I  had  Yesterday  the  Honor  of  a  few  lines  from  Gov  Morris,  with 
Severall  Papers  relating  to  the  Barbarous  proceedings  of  the  Shaw- 
anese  &  Delaware  Indians.  I  have  only  time  to  acquaint  you  that  I 
already  Sent  Messages  to  the  Six  Nations  about  their  Behaviour,  & 
insistol  Strenuously  on  their  useing  all  means  possible  to  check  their 
Yile  proceedings.  I  have  also  Sent  a  Message  by  one  of  our  Indians 
to  the  Delawares  &  Shawanese,  forbidding  them  to  Act  any  more  in 
that  Manner  at  their  Peril,  but  to  join  Us  in  ye  Spring  against  the 
French  and  their  Allies,  w*^  would  be  more  their  interest,  and  greatly 
more  to  their  credit  than  what  they  are  at  present  about;  they  do 
not  regard  truth  if  they  Say  I  Sent  them  no  Invitation  to  Join  Me, 
for  I  Assure  you,  at  the  several  Meetings  last  June  there  were  three^ 
Delawares  present,  whom  I  sent  an  Interpreter  for,  and  after  receiving 
their  Share  of  the  present,  they  promised  to  Join  me  whenever  I 
called,  but  they  did  not  come  at  my  Invitation  Shortly  after;  how- 
ever,  I  have  hopes  yet  of  their  Reformation,  as  well  as  the  Shawanese, 
If  I  have  but  time  to  look  llto  those  Matters  &  am  not  intcrrnpted 
by  Kverry  little  Trader  &  Fellow  in  the  Country,  as  has  been  the 
Gtse,  and  find  is  still  so ;  this  I  am  afraid  will  Stagger  the  Indians 
&  be  of  fatal  Consequence.  Excuse  my  hurry,  w«^  occasions  brevity, 
being  Surrounded  by  All  the  Mohawks  who  came  to  Condole  tho 
DeaUi  of  my  Sister  &  Brother-in-Law.  I  propose  going  soon  to  York, 
where  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  Seeing  You  &  Saying  more. 

Mr.  Clause  is  at  liberty,  and  may  go  to  Philadelphia  when  he 
will. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem. 

Your  most  Obed* 

Humble  Serv*, 

WM.  JOHNSON 
Indorsed. — Col*  Johnson,  17  Doc',  1755. 
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OfiDBRS  TO  Capt.  George  Croqhan,  1755, 

To  Cap*  George  Croghan : 
Sir, 

Tou  are  desired  to  proceed  to  Camberland  Connty  and  fix  on  pro- 
per Places  for  erecting  three  Stockadoes,  viz^,  One  back  of  Patterson's, 
One  upon  KiBheooquillas,  and  one  Near  Sideling  Hill ;  Each  of  them 
Fifty  feet  Square,  with  a  Block- house  on  two  of  the  Corners,  and  a 
Barrack  within,  capable  of  Lodging  Fifty  Men.  You  are  also  de- 
sired to  agree  with  some  proper  Person  or  Persons  to  oyersee  the 
Workmen  at  each  Place,  who  shall  be  allowed  such  Wages  as  you 
shall  agree  to  give,  not  exceeding  one  Dollar  p^  Day,  and  the  Work- 
men shall  be  allow'd  at  the  Bate  of  Six  Dollars  p**  Month,  and  their 
Provisions^  till  the  Work  is  finished.  * 

JOS.  FOX, 
JOS.  HUGHES, 
EVAN  MORGAN. 

^     Indorsed, — ^Orders  to  George  Croghan.     Ent*. 


Gov.  DoBBS  TO  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Sir, 

I  Have  your  Favour  of  the  29th  ult.,  and  am  mightily  pleased 
that  you  are  satisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  our  Assembly,  and  my 
Endeavours  to  promote  the  Kings  Service  and  the  Interest  and  Safety 
of  the  Colonies. 

I  am  Extreamly  well  pleased  that  your  Assembly  are  rQu$>ed  out 
of  their  Lethergy  and  have  granted  at  last  the  £55,000,  had  that 
been  done  one  year  ago  many  lives  had  been  saved,  and  their  Co- 
lony would  not  have  sulTered.  When  you  are  prepared,  I  shall  hear- 
tily Co-operate  with  you  and  Governor  Din w^iddie,  as  fur  as  this  Pro- 
vince hath  empowered  me  in  your  Plan  of  operation,  which,  I  make 
no  doubt,  will  be  well  Concerted. 

Governor  Dinwiddie  is  sending  Comm*^  to  the  Cherokees  and  Ca- 
tawbaSy  with  presents,  to  secure  tncm  in  oar  Interest,  and  to  procure 
their  assistance.  I  shall  send  Comm'*  to  Joyn  theirs,  to  give  weight 
to  his  application,  altho'  I  have  no  presents  to  send  to  them,  and 
make  no  doubt  but  Governor  Littleton,  who  I  expect  hath  been 
orderd  from  England  to  this  Goverment,  soon  after  his  Betum  from 
France,  will  heartily  Co-operate  with  us,  in  procuring  the  Cherokees 
assistance,  and  not  betray  the  British  Interest  in  America,  as  Glenn 
hath  done  aa  far  as  in  his  Power.' 

I  shall  Send  a  Copy  of  your  Inclosed  Letter  of  advice  from  Ship- 

*  Autograph,  probably  Franklin's,  cut  oat 
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pensbnrg  to  Soath  Carolina,  as  yoa  desire.  I  would  fain  liope  the 
Intelligence  is  not  true,  Since  so  many  of  the  Six  Nations  have 
Jojnd  General  Johwton,  and  several  General  Shirley.  I  believe 
the  Senecas  may  have  been  gained  by  the  French,  and  have  had  In- 
floenoe  over  the  Delaware  and  Shawanese.  I  Hear  that  the)  Tuska- 
raras,  who  have  Joynd  the  Six  Nations,  have  sent  to  the  Tuskaru- 
ras  here  for  30  men  to  Joyn  them  next  Spring,  and  that  they  are 
Sasqoehanning  them  to  have  them  ready,  I  shonld  be  glad  yon 
wonid  Enquire  particularly  whether  they  are  in  the  French  or  our 
Interest,  for  if  they  are  in  the  French  Interest,  it  would  be  neccs« 
sary  that  I  should  have  them  secured  from  going  to  Joyn  them, 
which  if  they  are  in  our  Interest  I  should  not  do. 

As  soon  as  you  have  any  certain  Intelligence  about  those  Indians 
be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know,  that  I  may  know  how  to  act,  in  Case 
my  Intelligence  be  true  of  them  havingjiemanded  them.  I  wish 
you  all  the  Success  you  can  wish  for  in  your  Government,  and  that 
you  may  be  able  to  bring  those  Thoughtless  Representatives  of  y'rs 
to  do  Justice  to  their  Colony,  and  to  act  like  true  Britons,  in  de- 
fense of  their  Liberties  from  foreign  Enemies,  and  att  spend  their 
Time  about  trifling  'pretended  Rights  of  their  Assembly,  which  is 
all  Fiction  and  Private  Power,  lest  squabbling  for  the  Shadow  they 
should  lose  the  Substance. 

I  am  with  Esteem,  S', 

Your  most  Obedient 

humble  Servant, 

ARTHUR  DOBBS. 

To  Gov'  Morris. 
Indorsed,— Qor  Dobbs.    New  Bern,  Dec'  18«,  1755. 


jAinss  Hamilton  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Philad-,  18**  Deo',  1755. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  the  honour  of  your  letter  from  N.  York,  and  am 
extremely  pleased  with  the  Measures  you  are  taking  with  General 
Shirley,  to  know  the  minds  of  the  Six  Nations  with  respect  to  the 
Cruel  ravages  &  depredations  daily  Comitted  on  this  Province. 

Since  you  left  us,  Conrad  Weiser,  James  Galbraith,  &  Qteo.  Cro- 
ghan  have  been  in  Town,  and  have  been  fully  examined  by  the 
Councils  upon  all  the  Points  we  thought  necessary  to  be  known,  but 
I  cannot  say  We  have  received  much  Satisfaction  from  them.  The 
Country  is  every  where  so  alarm'd,  that  were  every  one's  Expecta- 
tions to  be  answerd,  not  less  than  a  Thousand  or  1500  men  would 
be  necessary  to  be  taken  into  Constant  Pay,  the  people  being  fright- 
ned  and  preparing  to  fly  even  within  twenty  miles  of  this  City. 
This  general  panick  that  has  Seized  the  People,  and  the  little  as- 
sistance, or  even  true  information  we  are  able  to  obtain  from  the 

23* 
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Frontiere/in  the  Exceution  of  oor  Trust,  has  Compelld  M'.  Frank- 
lin, M'.  Fox,  &  myself  to  make  a  Joornej  thither,  to  See  k  Judge 
for  Our  Selves  of  Condition  of  the  Country  and  of  the  most  proper 
methods  for  defending  it.  And  we  are  this  moment  setting  out  for 
Miaisikk,  at  which  place  the  Cruellest  ravages  have  been  made,  of 
which  I  presume  you  have  reeed  accounts  from  Justice  Horsefield. 
Oar  present  Scheme  is  to  take  500  men  into  Constant  Service,  half 
on  this  &  half  on  the  other  ride  of  Sasquehannah,  &  to  erect  Five 
Block  Houses  on  Each  Side,  and  the  space  between  them  to  be  con- 
tinually  ranged  by  the  respective  Garrisons.  I  have  given  Geo. 
Croghan  a  Captain's  Commission ;  He  is  to  raise  the  men  immedi- 
ately, and  Superintend  the  building  over  Sasquehannah,  as  I  knew 
not  whom  else  to  employ,  and  upon  Supposition  that  He  is  honest, 
no  body  is  fitter  for  that  Service.  I  have  also  enjoind  him  to  en- 
gage as  many  of  the  Indians  over  the  River -as  he  possibly  can  to 
come  down  to  the  Treaty,  tho'  I  find  he  has  a  Sorry  opinion  of  that 
treaty,  k  says  He  knows  of  no  Indians  on  that  side,  save  the  very 
few  he  has  with  him  in  the  Fort,  that  may  be  ealled  Friends.  And 
I  am  very  maok  afraid,  upon  the  whole,  that  the  intended  Treaty 
will  come  to  nothing.  Not  seeing  how  it  is  possible  for  Aaron  Du- 
pui,  whom  you  entrusted  with  your  Messages,  to  leave  his  House  & 
family,  (if  he  yet  has  a  House  k  family)  and  Execute  your  Comis- 
sion,  while  the  whole  of  that  Country  is  in  such  terribly  Consterna- 
tion. We  shall,  however,  know  more  of  that  when  we  go  up,  and 
if  possible  hasten  him  to  Wioming,  if  he  be  not  already  gone,  in 
tho  mean  time  a  present  will  be  prepared  for  the  Indians,  which  if 
not  used  for  that  purpose  will  be  wanted  in  the  several  Garrisons. 
I  have  given  out  three  or  four  Comissions  upon  the  foot  of  our  Ltta 
Law,  but  I  find  it  will  not  take  generally,  but  am  pers waded  it  will 
lay  the  foundation  of  a  Better  in  a  little  time,  for  the  whole  wealth 
of  the  Province,  I  see  clearly,  will  not  defend  it  Se^en  years,  in  the 
method  we  arc  in.  The  money  melts  like  a  Snow  Ball,  and  I  am 
mistaken  if  you  have  not  another  Bill  of  the  like  Sort  to  Pass  with 
in  nine  months. 

I  am  Sorry  to  find  that  Parties  should  arise  among  the  Servants 
of  the  same  King,  at  a  time  when  the  Publiok  Service  requires  the 
greatest  Harmony.  I  hope  k  believe  that  if  you  are  obliged  to  liat 
in  either  it  will  be  upon  due  Consideration,  and  as  the  right  of  the 
case  appears  to  you.  Pray  Excuse  this  hasty  Scribble,  for  I  have 
not  a  moments  time,  and  believe  me,  with  great  respect, 

IKS' 

Your  most  Obedient  & 

most  hum**®  Serv*, 

JAMES  HAMILTON. 

Hon***  Governor  Morris. 
Indorsed. 

James  HamiUon,  Esq'.,  to  Governor  Morris. 
18  Dec,  1755. 
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William  Parsons  to  Gov.  Morris,  1755. 

Honoxired  Sir, 

M'.  Peters  by  his  Favour  of  the  14'^,  ioforms  me  that  it  was  nn« 
certain  when  you  should  return  to  Philada.  Therefore,  having  this 
Opportunity,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  embrace  it  to  inform  you  that 
now  our  Country  is  deserted  all  along  Delaware  Biver,  on  this  side 
the  Mountains,  quite  down  to  this  Town,  which  is  now  become  the 
only  Barrier  along  the  Biver,  and  we  are  realy  in  a  poor  conditi  }n  to 
repulse  the  Enemy.  M'.  Atkins  having  been  with  your  Hon',  you 
have  received  from  him  a  fuller  acco't  than  I  can  give  of  the  Buin- 
ous  condition  of  the  Country  in  this  Neighbourhood,  and  the  inclosed 
ivill  give  yon  an  idea  of  our  Situation.  Since  which,  nothing  new 
bos  come  to  my  knowledge.  Bv  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Franklin,  of  the 
15th,  he  informs  me  that  M'.  Hamilton  and  himself  were  to  set  out 
as  yesterday  for  these  parts,  and  that  Cap^  Trump  was  to  set  out  the 
day  before  yesterday  for  this  place,  &  that  Cap**  Aston  &  Wayne 
urere  wrote  to,  to  march  this  way  immediately.  The  Arms,  Amuni- 
lion.  Blankets  &  one  Hog'  Bum  for  Capt.  Trump's  Comp'y,  was 
brought  to  this  Town  last  Monday,  and  we  expect  them  here  every 
minute.  I  am  in  great  hopes  when  Mess^*  Hamilton  &  Franklin  are 
with  us,  they  will  take  measures  to  pat  us  into  a  better  posture  of 
Defence. 

lam, 

HoDoored  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant, 

WM.  PABSONS. 

Eaaton,  Deeem'  the  19th,  1755. 

Directiotiy 

To  the  Hon'ble  Bobert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Governor  of  the 
Province'  of  Pennsylvania,  &o. 

Indorsed, 
William  Parsons,  Esq.,  On  his  Majesty's  Service,  19  Dec.  1755. 
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Gov.  MoBBis  TO  Gov.  OF  Mabtland,  1755. 

Philadelphia,  20th  Dec'r,  1755. 
Sir, 

I  send  yon  inclosed  the  Copy  of  a  Petition  exhibited  to  me  hj 
Wateman  Sipple,*  of  Kent  Connty,  npon  Delaware,  complainioe 
that  Thomas  Harris,  of  Queen  Anns  Connty,  as  Bailiff  of  the  Lord 
Proprietary  of  Maryland,  had  entred  into  a  Tract  of  Land  which 
was  taken  np  above  20  years  ago,  nnder  the  Proprietors  of  this  Pro- 
yinoe  and  the  three  lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  and  has  ever  since 
been  peaceably  held  and  enjoyed  by  him  nnder  the  said  Grant,  and 
distrained  on  his  Goods  for  a  large  Sum  of  Money,  pretended  to  he 
due  to  the  Lord  Baltimore,  for  arrears  of  Quit  Rent.  I  am  also  in- 
formed that  Anderton  Brown,  one  of  the  Under  Sheriffs  of  Dorsets 
County,  with  some  others,  in  February  last  came  to  the  House  of 
one  James  Anderson,  who  lived  in  the  said  County  of  Kent,  upon 
Land  taken  under  the  Proprietors  of  Pensilvania,  and  upon  Ander- 
son's refusing  to  pay  him  a  sum  of  Money  which  he  demanded  for 
his  Levy,  seized  him  in  a  Violent  manner,  in  order  to  carry  him  to 
Prison  in  the  said  County  of  Dorset,  whereupon  Weapons  were 
drawn,  and  a  Quarrel  arose  between  the  Contending  Parties,  which 
was  near  endine  in  Bloodshed.  As  it  is,  the  mutual  interest  of  the 
Proprietors  of  both  Provinces,  to  preserve  Peace  and  good  Order 
among  the  inhabitants  that  live  near  the  Borden  or  reputed  Line, 
till  the  final  determination  of  the  Dispute  at  present  subsisting  be- 
tween them,  &  Practises  of  this  sort  may  be  attended  with  very  fatal 
Consequences,  if  they  are  not  timely  disoouraged,  and  are  Infirao- 
tions  of  his  Majesties  Boyal  Order  in  Council,  made  for  QnietiDg 
Tumults  and  Disorders,  on  or  near  the  Borders,  I  doubt  not  but  yoa 
will  join  with  me  in  suppressing  them,  &  give  orders  that  his  Lwd- 
ships  Officers  proceed  no  further  in  the  Cases  that  are  the  subjects 
of  the  complaints  I  have  mentioned  above, 

I  am, 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Serv^ 

Indorsed. 

Of  a  Letter  to  the  Gov'r  of  Maryland,  relateing  to  the  Claims  of 
Sipple,  dated  30  Dec,  1755.  Delivered  to  Gov.  Sharpe  at  New 
York. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  416. 
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Articles  of  Agreement  op  Capt*n,  McLaughlin's  Com- 
pany, 1755. 

Easton,  29  Dec-*,  1755. 
Sir:   . 

We  the  Sabscribers  do  hereby  engage  ourselves  to  serve  as  Sol- 
diers in  His  Majestys  Service,  under  the  Command  of  Captain  James 
McLaughliDi  for  the  space  of  Two  Months,  and  who  ever  of  us  shall 
desert  or  prove  eowardly  in  time  of  action,  or  disobedient  to  our 
Officers  shall  forfeit  his  Pay.  This  agreement  we  make  in  Consid- 
eration of  being  allowed  at  the  rate  of  Six  Dollars  per  Month,  Arms 
Ammunition,  Blankets,  Provisions  and  a  Gill  of  Rum  per  day  for 
each  man.  The  Blanket,  Arms  and  Ammunition  left  to  be  returned 
when  we  are  discharged  from  the  Service. 


Orders  to  Capts.  Martin  &  Craig,  1755. 

Easton,  29  December,  1755. 
Sir: 

As  I  think  it  will  be  for  the  Good  of  the  Service  in  general  that 
the  Troops  raised  in  the  County  of  Northampton,  shoud  be  under 
the  Care  and  Superintendence  of  a  Field  Officer,  I  have  with  that 
View  in  yirtue  of  the  power  granted  me,  appointed  William  Par- 
sons, Esquire,  to  be  Major  of  the  said.  Troops.  You  are  therefore 
to  observe  and  follow  all  such  orders  &  Directions  as  you  shall  from 
time  to  time  receive  from  him,  touching  the  Marches  or  other  Ser- 
vice of  the  Company,  under  your  imodiate  Command.  Any  thing 
in  your  Commission  or  Instructions  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  h.  s. 

J.  HAMILTON. 

Orders  to  Cap^  Martin  &  Cap^  Craig.* 


Col.  Gborqb  Washington  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Hon"«  Sir : 

I  am  sorry  it  hatf  not  been  in  my  Power  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt yours  till  now.  At  the  time  that  your  Letter  oam*e  to  Win- 
chesty  I  was  at  Williamsburg.  Before  I  got  back  it  was  conveyed 
thither,  and  so  from  place  to  place  has  it  been  tossing  almost  till 
this  time. 

♦  The  letter  to  Gov.  Belcher  on  p.  630,  belongs  here. 
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Orders  to  Captain  Frederick  Smith^  1756. 

Captain  Frederick  Smitb, 

You  are,  as  soon  us  jou  possibly  can,  to  Draffc  ont  of  jonr  Com- 
pany fifty  of  the  best  men  belonging  to  that  Company,  and  with 
your  Lieutenant  and  Ensign,  to  march  to  the  town  of  Reading,  where 
you  will  be  mustered  by  James  Read,  Esq.,  and  from  the  time  of 
such  muster,  yon  and  the  Company  are  to  enter  into  the  Govern- 
ments pay,  according  to  the  Establishment  herewith  given  yon. 

You  are  to  engage  your  men  for  a  certain  time,  not  less  than  two 
months,  nor  more  than  three  months. 

You  are  to  remain  in  the  town  of  Reading  till  you  receive  further 
orders,  and  while  there,  you  are  to  post  your  men  in  such  a  manner, 
OS  best  to  defend  that  town  in  case  it  should  be  attacked. 

You  are  to  cause  such  of  your  men  as  are  able  to  bring  with  them, 
each  a  gun  and  a  Blanket,  and  either  an  az  or  a  grubbing  hoe. 

You  are  to  keep  your  men  sober  and  in  order,  and  at  all  tiroes  fit 
for  duty^  and  to  hold  yourself  &  them  in  readiness  to  march  from 
Reading,  at  an  hour's  warning. 

Reading,  Jan'y  6^  1755. 

Indorsedf  * 

Orders  to  Cap.  Fred.  Smith,  January  6, 1756. 


Orders  to  Capt.  Jonas  Seely,  1756. 

Sir: 

You  are  to  form  a  Guard  of  twenty-five  men,  of  which  you  are  to 
have  the  Command  and  they  are  to  be  upon  the  same  Establish- 
ment as  to  pay  and  Provisions  a^  the  other  Companys  in  the  Oovern- 
ment's  pay;  and  when  you  have  raised  these  men,  you  are  to  muster 
them  before  James  Read,  Esq',  and  they  are  to  enter  into  pay  from 
the  time  of  such  muster. 

.  As  your  men  are  to  be  in  the  pay  of  the  Government,  you  are  to 
employ  them  in  strengthening  such  places  in  the  town  as  you  shall 
Judge  best  for  its  security;  particularly  the  Yard  about  the  county 
house. 

You  are  to  take  care  to  keep  your  men  sober  &  in  order,  and  ready 
at  all  times  for  duty,  and  that  thy  have  their  arms  at  all  times  in 
order;  and  you  are  to  post  the  Guard  in  such  manner  as  effectually 
to  secure  the  town  in  case  of  attack. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  VI.  pp.  770,  773. 
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lo  case  any  stores  should  be  sent  into  this  town  belonging  to  the 
Government,  you  are  to  Lodge  them  in  the  most  secure  Place,  and 
station  guards  upon  them,  not  only  to  prevent  their  being  surprised 
and  distroy'd  by  the  enemy,  but  to  prevent  embezilm^  That  part 
of  Cap"  Morgan's  Comp^  which  makes  the  town  guard  at  Present,  is 
to  Continue  upon  that  service  till  further  orders. 

Bead',  Jan^^  6,  1756. 

Indorsed, — Jan^  6, 1756.    Orders  to  Cap.  Jonas  Seely. 


Obqsrs  to  Adam  Rkad,  Esq.,  1756. 

The  Commissioners  thinking  that  the  Company  of  fifty  men  under 
your  Command  are  sufficient  to  guard  the  frontier  along  the  Kittek* 
tiny  Hills,  from  your  own*  House  to  Hunter's  Mill,  Have  refused  for 
the  present  to  take  any  other  men  in  that  quarter  into  the  pay  of 
the  Government,  and  reouested  me  to  Order,  and  I  do  hereby  ac- 
cordingly Order  you  to  aetach  twenty-five  of  the  men  now  at  your 
House,  to  the  fort  at  Hunter's  Mill,  upon  Sasquehana,  under  the 
Command  of  your  Lieutenant  or  Officer  next  under  your  self,  or  in 
ease  there  be  none  such  appointed  by  the  government,  then  under 
the  command  of  such  person  as  you  shall  appoint  for  that  Service; 
and  yon  are  to  give  orders  to  the  Commander  of  such  detachm*  to 
keep  his  men  in  order  and  fit  for  duty,  and  to  cause  a  party  of  them, 
irom  time  to  time,  to  range  the  woods  along  and  near  the  mountains 
toward  your  House ;  and  yon  are  in  like  manner  to  keep  the  men 
irith  you  in  good  order,  and  to  canse  a  party  of  them,  from  Ume  to 
time,  to  range  the  woods  on  or  near  the  mountains  towards  Hunter's 
Mill ;  and  you  &  they  are  to  Continue  upon  this  service  till  further 
order. 

Carlisle,  January  10, 1756. 

You  are  to  add  ten  men  to  your  Company  out  of  the  township  of 
Paxton,  and  to  make  the  Detachment  to  Hunter's  Mill  of  twenty 
more  men,  which,  with  those  ten,  are  to  complete  80  for  that  service, 
and  keep  an  ace*  of  the  time  when  these  ten  enter  themselves,  that 
you  may  be  enabled  to  make  up  your  muster  roll  upon  oath. 

Indorsed, — Carlisle^  Jan.  10, 1756.    Orders  to  Adam  Read,  Esq'. 


546  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1756. 

Instritctions  of  Ben.  Franklin  to  Cap.  Vanetta,  1756. 

At  Betblebem^  in  tbc  County  of  Northampton, 

January  12, 1756. 

To  Cap^  Yanetta,  of  the  Township  of  Upper  Smithfield. 

Sir : 

1.  You  are  to  proceed  immediately  to  raise  a  Company  of  Foot, 
consisting  of  30  able  Men,  including  two  Serjeants,  with  whioh  yoa 
are  to  protect  the  Inhabitants  of  Upper  Smithfield,  assisting  them 
while  they  thresh  out  and  Secure  their  Com,  and  Scouting  from 
time  to  time  as  you  judge  necessary,  on  the  Outside  of  the  Settle- 
ments, with  Such  of  the  Inhabitants  as  may  join  you  to  discover  the 
Enemy's  Approaches,  and  repel  their  Attacks. 

2.  For  the  better  Security  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  District,  yoa 
are  to  post  your  Men  as  follows  :  Eight  at  your  own  House,  Eight 

at  Lieutenant  Henshaw's,  Six  with  a  Serjeant  at  Tishhock ,  and 

Six  with  another  Serjeant,  at  or  near  Henry  Cortracht's,  and  yon 
are  to  settle  Signals,  or  Means  of  Suddenly  alarming  the  Inhabi- 
tants, and  convening  your  whole  Strength  with  the  Militia  of  year 
District,  on  any  necessary  Occasion. 

8.  Every  'Man  is  to  be  engaged  for  one  Month,  and  as  the  Pro- 
Tince  cannot  at  present  furnish  Arms  or  Blankets  to  jour  Company, 
you  are  to  allow  every  Man  enlisting  and  bringing  his  own  Arms  & 
^Blanket,  a  Dollar  for  the  Use  thereof  over  and  above  his  Pay. 

4.  You  are  to  fnrni§h  your  Men  with  Provisions,  not  exceeding 
the  Allowance  mentioned  in  the  Paper  herewith  given  you,  and  your 
reasonable  Accounts  lor  the  same  shall  be  allowed  and  paid. 

5.  You  are  to  keep  a  Diary  or  Journal  of  every  Day's  Transse- 
tions,  and  an  exact  Account  of  the  Time  when  each  Man  enters  him- 
self with  you,  and  if  any  Man  desert  or  die  yon  are  to  note  the  Time 
in  your  Journal,  and  the  Time  of  engaging  a  new  Man  in  his  Place, 
and  submit  your  Journal  to  the  Inspection  of  the  Governor  when 
required. 

6.  You  are  to  acquaint  the  Men,  that  if  in  their  Ranging  tbey 
meet  with,  or  are  at  any  Time  attack'd  by  the  Enemy,  and  kill  any 
of  them.  Forty  Dollars  will  be  allow'd  and  paid  by  the  Government 
for  each  Scalp  of  an  Indian  Enemy  so  killed,  the  same  being  pro- 
duced with  proper  Attestations. 

7.  You  are  to  take  care  that  your  Stores  and  Provisions  be  not 
wasted. 

8.  If  by  any  Means  you  gain  Intelligence  of  the  Designs  of  the 
Enemy,  or  the  March  of  any  of  their  Parties  towards  any  Part  of 
the  Frontier,  you  are  to  send  Advice  thereof  to  the  Governor,  and 
to  the  other  Companies  in  the  Neighbourhood,  as  the  Occasion  may 
require. 

9.  You  are  to  keep  good  Order  among  your  Men,  and  prevent 
Drunkenness  and  other  Immoralities,  as  much  as  may  be,  and  not 
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Suffer  them  to  do  any  lojury  to  the  Inhabitanta  whom  they  eome  to 
protect. 

10.  You  are  to  take  Care  that  the  Men  keep  their  Arms  clean 
and  in  good  Order,  and  that  their  Powder  be  alwaya  kept  dry  and 
fit  for  Use. 

11.  Yon  are  to  make  np  jour  Muster  Boll  at  the  Month's  End,  in 
order  to  receiYe  the  Pay  of  your  Company,  and  to  make  Oath  to  the 
Truth  thereof  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace^  and  then  transmit  the 
flame  to  the  Govemer. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
Indoned, 

Instructions  to  Cap*.  John  Vanetta* 


Obligation  of  Soldiers,  1756, 

Jan^  12**,  1756. 

We,  the  Subscribers,  do  hereby  engage  ourselves  to  serve  as 
Soldiers  in  his  Majesty's  Service,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
John  Yanetta,  for  the  Space  of  one  Month,  and  whoever  of  us  shall 
get  drunk,  desert,  or  prove  cowardly  in  Time  of  Action,  or  disobe- 
dient to  our  Officers,  shall  forfeit  bis  Pay.  This  Agreement  we 
make  in  Consideration  of  being  allow'd  at  the  rate  of  Six  Dollars  per 
Month,  Wages,  one  Dollar  for  the  Use  of  a  Gun  and  Blanket,  to 
each  Man  who  shall  furnish  himself  with  them,  and  the  Provisions 
and  Bum  mentioned  in  a  Paper  hereunto  annex'd.* 


Orders  and  Instruotions  of  Gov.  Morris  to  Conrad 

WXISER,  ESQR.,  Col'L.  OF  IHB  CoUNTY  OF  BeRES,  1756. 

I  have  orderd  Cap*.  Christian  Busse  with  a  company  of  fifty  men 
in  the  pay  of  this  Province,  to  proceed  to  the  Gap  at  Tolihaio,  and 
there  to  erect  a  stocoado  fort  of  the  form  and  dimensions  given  him, 
and  to  take  posts  there,  and  range  the  woods  from  that  fort  west- 
ward towards  Swehataro  and  eastward  towards  a  stoccado  to  be  built 
by  Cap.  Morgan,  about  half  way  between  the  said  fort  and  fort 
Lebanon. 

I  have  orderd  Cap*.  Jacob  Morgon,  who  is  posted  at  a  fort  in  the 
forks  of  Schnylkill,  called  fort  LebEinon,  to  leave  twenty  men  in  that 
fort  and  proceed  with  the  remaining  thirty  to  some  convenient  place 
about  hau  way  between  that  fort  and  Fort  at  Tolihaio,  and 

there  to  erect  a  stoccado  of  about  40  foot  square,  where  he  is  to  leave 
20  men  nnder  a  Comiss'  officer  and  to  return  to  fort  Lebanon  which 
he  ia  to  make  his  head  quarters,  and  from  that  stoccado  &  from  fort 

*  Signed  by  nearly  fifty  soldiers. 
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Lobanon,  bis  men  are  to  Range  and  scour  tbe  wooda  both  eastwarl 
and  westward. 

I  have  given  them  Instruotions,  to  obey  such  orders  as  they  shall 
rcoeiye  from  you  who  I  have  appointed  Coll"  of  the  County  of  Berks, 
and  particularly  not  to  leave  or  depart  from  their  stations,  or  suffer 
any  of  their  officers  to  do  so  without  leave  from  you,  signified  in 
writing. 

You  will  therefore  inform  yourself  from  time  to  time  of  the  state 
and  condition  of  those  several  forts  and  garrisons,  and  of  the  number 
of  men  doing  duty  in  each,  and  give  such  orders  as  the  circumstances 
of  th^  Country  may  require,  and  as  you  may  judge  most  oondncive 
to  his  majestys  service ;  informing  me  as  soon  as  may  be,  of  the  order 
you  give,  and  the  reasons  that  induced  you  to  give  them. 

And  as  I  have  instructed  those  Captains  to  send  notice"  to 
you  of  the  approach  of  any  party  of  the  enemy,  and  any  other  inteli- 
genoe  that  they  may  receive,  you  will,  upon  such  intelligence,  send 
immediate  notice  thereof  to  me,  with  every  material  circumstance 
you  can  collect,  and,  til.l  you  receive  my  orders,  you  are  t6  take  sack 
measures  for  supporting  the  garrisons  in  the  several  forts  upon  the 
frontier,  for  protecting  the  inhabitants  and  annoying  the  enemy  as 
you  shall  judge  most  conducive  to  those  ends. 

You  are  to  inform  me  from  time  to  time  of  what  is  done  and  doing 
upon  the  frontiers  of  tbe  County  of  Berks,  and  in  its  neighbourhood. 

Indorsed.  » 

Orders  and  Instructions  to  Conrad  Weiser,  Esqr.,  Jan^.  25*^^  1756. 


Benj.  Franklin  to  Gdv.  1756. 

Bethlehem,  Jan^  14, 1756. 
Sir, 

As  we  drew  near  this  Place  we  met  a  Number  of  Waggons,  and 
many  People  moving  off  with  their  Effects  and  Families  from  the 
Irish  ^Settlement  and  Lehi  Township,  being  terrified  by  the  Defeat 
of  Hays's  Company,  and  the  Burnings  &  Murders  committed  in  the 
Township  on  New  Year's  Day.  We  found  this  Place  fiU'd  with 
Befugees,  the  Workmen's  Shops  and  even  Cellars  being  crowded 
with  Women  &  Children }  and  we  learnt  that  Lehi  Township  is 
almost  entirely  abandoned  by  the  Inhabitants.  Soon  after  my  arri- 
val here,  the  principal  People  of  the  Irish  Settlement,  as  Wilson, 
elder  Craig,  &c.,  came  to  me  and  demanded  an  Addition  of  30  Men 
to  Craig's  Company,  or  threat'ned  they  would  immediately  one  and 
all  leave  that  Country  to  the  Enemy.  Hays's  Company  was  rednc'd 
to  18  Men,  (and  those  without  Shoes,  Stockings,  Blankets  or  Arms,] 
partly  by  the  Loss  at  UnadenhuttcOj  and  partly  by  Desertion.  Trump 
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•ad  Aston  had  made  but  slow  Progress  in  building  the  First  Fort, 
oomplainiog  for  want  of  Tools,  which  it  was  thought  the  People  in 
those  Parts  might  have  Supplj'd  them  with.  Wayne's  Company 
we  found  posted  at  Nazareth  agreeable  to  your  Honour's  Orders. 
I  immediately  direoted  Hays  to  compleat  his  Company,  and  he 
went  down  tu  Bucks  County  with  M'.  Beatty,  who  promised  to  assist 
him  in  Recruiting.  His  Lieutenant  lies  here  lame  with  frozen  Feet, 
and  unfit  for  Action;  But  the  Ensign  with  the  18  Men  is  posted 
among  the  present  Frontier  Inhabitants  to  give  some  Satbfaction  to 
the  Settlement  People,  as  I  refused  to  increase  Craig's  Company. 
In  my  turo^  I  have  threatened  to  disband  or  remove  the  Companies 
already  posted  for  the  Security  of  particular  Townships,  if  the  People 
would  not  stay  on  their  Places,  behave  like  Men,  do  something 
for  themselves,  and  assist  the  Province  Soldiers.  The  Day  after  my 
Arrival  here,  I  sent  off  2  Waggons  loaded  with  Bread,  and  some 
Axes,  for  Trump  &  Aston,  to  Nazareth,  escorted  by  Lieut.  Davis, 
and  the  20  Men  of  MdLaughlin's  that  came  with  me;  I  ordered 
him  to  remain  at  Nazareth  to  guard  that  Place  while,  Capt.  Wayne 
whose  Men  were  fresh  proceeded  with  the  Convoy.  To  secure  Lyn 
and  Ileidlebcrg  Township,  whose  Inhabitants  were  just  on  the  AVing, 
I  took  TrexlcPs  Company  into  Pay,  (be  had  been  before  commis- 
sion'd  by  M*".  Hamilton)  and  I  commission'd  Wetterholt,  who  com- 
manded a  Watch  of  44  Men  before  in  the  Pay  of  the  Province, 
ordering  him  to  compleat  his  Company.  I  have  also  allow'd  30 
Men  to  secure  the  Township  of  Upper  Smitbfield,  and  commisson'd 
Van  Etten  and  Hinshaw  as  Captain  and  Lieutenant.  And  in  order 
to  execute  more  speedily  the  first  Design  of  erecting  a  Fort  near 
Gnadenhuttcn  to  compleat  the  Line  and  get  the  Hangers  in  Motion, 
I  have  rais'd  another  Company  under  Cap^  Charles  Foulk,  to  join 
with  Wayne  in  that  Service ;  and  as  Hays  I  hear  is  not  likely  soon 
to  recruit  his  Company,  I  have  ordered  Orndt  to  eome  up  from 
Rockland  in  Bucks  County  to  strengthen  this  Part  of  the  Province, 
convoy  Provisions,  &c%  to  the  Company,  who  are  and  will  be  at 
work  over  the  Mountains,  and  quiet  the  Inhabitants  who  seem  terri- 
fied out  of  their  Senses. 

The  Arms  &  Blankets  wrote  for  to  New  York  are  not  yet  arrived; 
but  I  hear  that  100  Guns  &  150  Blankets  are  on  the  Bead,  sent  me 
by  M**.  Colden ;  those  of  M'.  AValton's  being  sold  before.  I  have 
consulted  M'.  Parsons,  and  if  the  Waggons  come  to-Day,  it  is  pro- 
posed that  I  proceed  to-morrow  with  Wayne's  Company,  which  is 
returned,  Foulk's,  and  the  20  Men  of  McLaughlin's,  to  Gnadenhatten, 
to  lay  out  the  intended  Fort,  and  endeavor  to  get  it  dispatched. 
Capt.  Wayne  tells  me  that  Trump  expects  the  first  Fort  will  be 
fiinished  next  Week  ;  I  hope  to  get  this  done  as  soon,  having  more 
Tools,  tho'  at  this  Season  it  seems  to  be  fighting  against  Nature. 
Bat  I  imagine  'tis  absolutely  necessary  to  got  the  Banging  Line  of 
Forts  compleated  that  the  People  may  be  secur'd  as  soon  as  possible 
in  their  Habitations,  and  the  internal  Guards  and  Companies  dia- 
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I,  otherwiBe  the  Expenoe  &  Loss  to  the  Proyince  w31  be 
intolerable. 

I  want  much  to  hear  the  Event  of  the  proposed  Treaty,  and  the 
Determination  your  Honour  and  the  GommiBsioners  may  have  come 
to,  for  the  Encouragement  of  Volunteer  Scalping  Parties. 

I  am;  with  dutiful  Respect,  Sir.* 
OoV.  Morris. 

P.  S. — ^If  you  should  think  fit  to  pass  the  Regulars  at  Eastoa 
&  in  Smitbficld  Township,  I  think  they  would  be  of  use  there,  k 
so  far  on  their  Way  to  Albany,  when  they  are  to  return  in  the 
Spring. 

in<for«edf.— Benj".  Franklin. 


Ordebs  and  Instructions  of  Gov.  M.  to  Conrad  W£Iser, 

Esq.,  1756, 

As  there  is  great  Reason  to  believe  from  the  intelligence  of  Silver 
Heels  that  the  Town  of  Neskopeken  is  become  the  Head-quarters  of 
th  French  and  Indians  that  have  for  some  time  infested  our  Borden, 
it  is  of  great  consequence  to  his  Majesty's  Service  and  the  safety  of 
the  Province,  to  be  fully  informed  of  the  number  that  Rendezvous 
there,  and  of  the  strength  of  the  partys  that  are  employed  ia 
distroyiug  our  out  settlements,  and  more  especially  so  as  the  6or> 
emm^  have  a  design  to  erect  a  Fort  at  Shamokin,  agreeable  to  the 
request  of  the  Indians. 

You  will,  therefore,  upon  what  I  have  said  to  the  Indians  in  gen*, 
prevail  with  two  of  them  to  undertake  a  Journey  to  Neskopeken, 
and  to  return  immediately  to  Huntcr^s  Mill,*  from  whence^  they  will 
be  conducted  to  you,  and  you  will  get  from  them  every  material 
circumstance  rielatiug  to  the  strength,  situation  and  circumstances  of 
the  enemy,  which  you  will  reduce  to  writing,  and  transmit  to  me 
without  delay. 

Should  the  enemy  be  informed  of  the  design  of  building  at 
Shamokin  they  may  take  measure  to  prevent  it,  or  at  least  to  aoDoy 
the  men  that  may  be  employed  in  that  service.  I  must  therefore 
recommened  it  to  you  to  use  all  imaginable  precaution  in  your  choice  of 
the  Indians  to  be  employed  upon  this  service,  that  they  are  firmly 
attached  to  the  English  Interest  as  they  are  already  acquainted  with 
the  Governments  intention  in  that  particular. 

Whatever  sum  you  may  think  necessary  to  Promise  the  Indians 
that  you  employ  upon  this  service  shall  be  allowed,  and  you  are  to 

*  The  aignatore  cut  off  by  some  Autograph  hunter. 
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pay  tbem  upon  their  return,  and  draw  upon  the  Gommisuonen  at 
Philad*  for  the  same. 
Carlisle^  January  19%  1756. 

Indorsed, 

Orders  and  Instructions  to  Conrad  Weiser,  Esq'^  19^^  Jtin'rj, 
1756. 


Instructions  to  Adam  Bead^  1756. 

Having  appointed  Cap^  Frederick  Smith  to  take  poet  with  an 
Independent  ^  Company  at  the  Chip  where  Swehatara  paases  the 
Mountains,  and  to  station  a  detachment  of  his  Company  at  Monaday, 
there  will  he  no  necessity  of  your  continuing  Longer  upon  Guard 
in  that  part  of  the  Frontier,  you  will  therefore  dismiss  the  men  now 
employed  in  that  service,  and  deliver  to  Cap^  Smith  such  arms, 
accoutriments,  tools,  Blanket-s  &  Stores  belonging  to  the  Province  as 
have  at  any  time  came  to  your  hands,  taking  his  receipt  for  the 
same,  which  you  are  to  transmit  to  Me. 

I  have  also  appointed  Thomas  M'Koe  to  take  post  at  or  near  Hun- 
ter's Mills,  with  thirty  men ;  you  are  to  continue  that  part  of  your 
Company  stationed  there  upon  that  service  till  they  are  relieved  by 
him,  when  you  are  to  give  orders  for  their  being  dismissed,  and  you 
are  to  give  directions  to  the  officer  commanding  that  detachment  to 
deliver  to  Cap*  M'Kee  such  Provincial  arms,  accoutrim^*,  Blankets, 
tools  and  stores  as  he  may  at  any  time  have  received,  and  to  take 
M'Kee's  receipt  for  them,  which  you  are  also  to  transmit  to  me. 

You  are  to  make  out  a  list  of  the  men  that  have  been  on  duty 
upon  the  Frontiers  under  your  Command,  and  an  ace'  of  the  time  that 
each  man  has  been  in  that  service,  upon  your  oath,  which  you  are  to 
transmit  to  me  to  be  laid  before  the  Commissioners  at  Philad*'. 

Fou  will  give  orders  to  Cap*  Hendrick,  who  is  posted  upon  the 
Northern  Frontier  of  the  County  of  Lancaster  to  dismiss  his  men 
from  that  service  upon  Cap*  Smith's  taking  post  at  the  Stations  above 
mentioned  to  deliver  to  him  all  the  Provincial  arms  &  stores  and  to 
make  a  return  to  me  upon  his  oath  of  the  number  &  names  of  men 
that  have  done  daty  under  his  Command,  and  of  the  time  they  have 
respectively  been  upon  that  service,  thai  the  same  may  be  laid  before 
the  Commissioners. 

As  the  Province  is  at  present  in  great  wanf  of  Arms  and  Blankets 
you  will  return  to  me  an  exact  account,  not  only  of  'the  Provincial 
arms  &  stores,  you  have  received  and  distributed,  but  of  what  has 
been  received  by  any  of  your  men,  and  you  are  to  signify  to  such 
of  them  as  have  arms  or  Blankets  belonging  to  the  Province  that 
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their  pay  will  be  stop'd  till  they  are  deliyered  up  to  Gap^  SmiUiand 
his  Receipt  produced  for  them. 
Reading,  Jan'ry  26**,  1756. 

Indorsed. 

Instructions  to  Adam  Read,  Esq',  Jan'ry  26, 1756. 


Obbers  and  Instructions  to  Frederick  Smith,  Esq., 

Christian  Bussb,  1756. 

Sir: 

Having  appointed  yon  Cap*  of  a  Company  of  foot  UHm  paid  and 
supplied,  I  think  it  necessary  to  give  you  the  following  orders  aod 
Instructions,  according  to  the  following  Establishm*,  vis :  for  joor 
better  government  in  the  Execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  yon. 

1.  You  are  as  soon  as  Possible  to  Proceed  with  the  Company  un- 
der your  Command  to  the  gap  at  Tolcbaio,  whore  Swehatara  comes 
through  the  Mountain,  and  in  some  convenient  place  there  you  are 
to  erect  a  Fort,  of  the  form  and  dimensions  herewith  given  you, 
unless  you  shall  Judge  the  Staccado,  already  erected  there,  conveni- 
ently placed  in  which  case  yon  will  take  possession  of  it,  and  make 
such  additional  works  as  you  may  think  necessary  to  render  it  suffi- 
ciently strong  and  defeiiceahle. 

2.  You  are  to  Leave  at  Swehatara  a  part  of  your  Company,  effi- 
cient to  maintain  that  post  under  one  of  your  officers,  and  with  the 
remainder  of  your  Company,  you  are  to  Proceed  to  the  gap  where 
the  river  Monaday  passes  the  Mountains,  and  Either  take  possession 
and  strengthen  the  Stucoado  already  erected  there,  or  erect  a  ncir 
one  as  you  shall  Judge  hest,  and  then  you  are  to  Return  to  the  fort 
at  Swehatara,  which  you  are  to  make  your  head  quarters,  leaving 
twenty  men  under  the  Command  of  a  commissioned  Officer  at  the 
fort  at  Monaday,  and  relieving  them  from  time  to  time,  in  part  or  in 
whole  as  you  shall  think  proper. 

[3.  The  second  in  the  additional  Instructions  to  Burd,  as  well  for 
the  fort  at  Swehatara,  as  that  at  Monaday,  you  are  &o.^] 

*  These  ana  some  others  of  the  following  instructions  are  in  detached 
paragraphs,  supposed  to  have  been  addressed  in  portions  to  various  individ- 
uals as  cirenmstances  raried  ;  as  in  this  instance,  Capt  Bnsse  is  here  iotro- 
daced  as  addressed,  but  it  is  with  a  different  introdaotion  which  is  here 
omitted,  instead  of  copying  the  instructions  to  Bard,  they  are  thus  referred  to, 
to  be.  connected  with  some  other  portion.  They  serve  to  show  the  different 
orders  at  the  moment. 
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Capt.  Smith,  1756. 

Yoa  are  to  Communicate  these  Instracttons  to  your  Officen^  that 
are  stationd  at  the  fort  at  Menaday,  and  if  you  Judge  it  necessary 
you  may  give  them  ooppys  for  their  better  government. 

As  you  are  unacquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  country,  on  the 
northern  frontier  of  the  County  of  Lancaster,  where  you  are  to  take 
post,  I  have  Directed  James  Gelbreth,  Esq'.,  to  furnish  you  with  all 
the  Information  in  his  Power,  and  to  afford  you  his  advice  and  assist- 
ance, not  only  in  the  Choice  of  ground  proper  to  erect  the  forts 
upon,  but  as  to  any  other  matters  that  may  relate  to  the  service  you 
are  upon,  and  you  will  apply  to  him  for  such  assistance  from  time  to 
time  as  you  stand  in  need  of  it. 

You  are  to  receive  of  Cap^  Bead  &  Cap^  Hedericks,  such  arms 
acooutriments,Blanket8  and  stores,  as  belong  to  the  Province  of  which 
you  are  to  return  an  exact  account  to  me,  and  take  care  of  such  as 
shall  remain  in  your  Hands,  and  Having  orderd  Cap*  Thomas  Mc- 
Kee,  to  raise  a  company  of  Thirty  men,  and  to  take  post  and  scour 
the  country  between  Sasquahana  &  Monaday,  you  are  upon  his  ap- 
plication to  supply  him  with  such  of  the  s^'arms,  accoutrimcnts,  tools, 
Blankets  and  stores,  as  you  can  spare  from  your  own  Company, 
taking  his  receipt  for  the  sam$,  and  inform  me  of  what  you  supply 
him  with. 

Direction. 
Orders  and  Instructions  to  Christian  BuB8e,'EBq''. 

Jndoned. 

Orders  and  Instructions  to  Cap^  Frederick  Smith, 

Jan-^y  26%  1756. 


Instructions  to  T.  MgEeb,  1756. 

Things  done,  Jan'y  26, 1756. 
T.  McKee, 

Yon  are  to  receive  from  the  officer  now  commanding  the  detach- 
ment of  Cap*.  Bead's  Company  at  Hunter's  Mill,  and  who  you  are 
to  relieve,  such  Arms,  Accoutrements,  Blankets,  Tools  and  Stores, 
as  he  may  have  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  Province,  with  which 
you  are  to  famish  your  Company,  but  if  that  be  not  sufficient,  you 
are  to  apply  to  Cap^  Frederick  Smith  for  a  further  supply  out-  of 
what  he  will  receive  from  Cap^  Bead  and  Cap^  Hedericks. 

But  as  the  Province  is  at  present  in  want  of  Arms  and  Blankets, 
if  any  of  th*  men  you  shall  iniist,  will  find  themselves  with  those 

Vol.  II.— 24 
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articles,  they  shall  receive  half  a  dollar  for  the  use  of  their  gan,  and 
half  a  dollar  for  the  use  of  a  Blanket. 

Indorsed, 

Orders  and  Instractions  to  Gap.  MdKee.    26th  January,  1756. 


Instructions  to  James  Qalbraith,  1756. 

Beading;  Jan'y  26;  1756. 


Sir: 


I  have  appointed  Thomas  McKee  a  Captain^  and  ordered  him  to 
raise  thirty  men  in  the  pay  of  the  Province;  for  the  Protection  of* 
the  Northern  frontiers  of  Lancaster  connty;  from  Sasquahana  to 
Monaday;  and  have  given  him  full  iostructions  for  his  governmeafe 
an  the  execution  of  that  trust;  as  you  will  observe  by  the  Commis- 
sion and  Instructions  under  this  cover,  which  you  will  deliver  and 
administer  to  him  &  his  Lieutenant,  the  oaths  to  the  Government; 
and  an  oath  for  the  due  and  faithful  discharge  of  their  trust;  par- 
suant  to  the  Power  for  that  purpose  also  under  this  cover;  a  certifi- 
cate of  which  you  will  indorse  on  their  respective  commissions. 

As  I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  person  proper  to  be  appointed 
Lieutenant  to  that  Company,  I  must  desire  you  will  think  of  a  fit 
person  for  that  employ,  and  I  do  hereby  give'you  powg^  to  fill  up 
the  inclosed  commission  with  the  name  of  such  person  as  you  may 
think  worthy  of  that  trust;  and  to  deliver  the  Commission  to  such 
person;  whose  name  yon  will  return  to  me. 

I  have  instructed  Capt.  McKee  to  muster  his  Company  before  yon, 
when  you  will  make  out  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  officers  and  sol* 
dierS;  with  their  ageS;  trades,  and  places  of  Birth;  which  you  will 
return  to  me  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  thing  is  done,  that  I  may 
know  when  that  company  are  fit  for  service. 

I  have  also  instructed  Capt.  McKee  to  advise  with  yoU;  whetber 
to  finish  the  fort  already  begun  at  Hunter's  m'ill;  or  to  build  a  new 
one,  and  as  to  the  place  where  it  would  be  best  to  erect  such  new 
one,  I  therefore  desire  you  will  assist  him  in  those  matters,  or  in 
any  thing  else  that  the  King's  service  and  the  safety  of  the  inhabit- . 
ants  may  require, 

I  have  ordered  Capt.  Smith,  with  a  Company  from  Chester  County, 
to  take  post  at  the  Gap  at  Swehatani;  and  to  station  a  detachment 
of  his  men  at  Monaday;  either  in  the  Stockades  already  built  there, 
or  to  erect  such  others  as  he  may  Judge  best ;  but  as  he  is  a  stranger 
to  that  part  of  the  country,  I  must  desire  you  will  assist  him  with 
your  advice;  not  only  as  to  the  most  advantageous  situations  for  the 
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fortSy  in  case  it  sliould  be  resolved  to  erect  new  ones,  bnt  in  any 
thing  else  that  the  service  may  require^  and  let  me  know  from  time 
to  time  what  is  done  in  that  quarter. 

James  Galbreth^  Esq. 

Indorsed. 

Draft  of  Letter  to  James  Oalbreath^  Esq.     Jan'y  26, 1756.     « 


Orders  and  Instructions  to  Jacob  Morgan,  1756. 

As  yon  are  Captain  of  a  Company  of  foot  in  the  pay  of  this  Pro- 
vince, now  posted  at  a  fort  in  the  forks  of  Schuylkill,  I  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  give  you  the  following  Orders  and  Instructions  for  your 
better  government  and  direction,  in  the  execution  of  the  trust  re- 
posed in  you. 

1.  You  are,  as  joon  as  possible,  to  march  with  a  detachment  of 
thirty  iieh  of  your  Company,  to  some  convenient  place,  about  half 
way  between  fort  Lebanon  and  Fort  ,  at  the  G-ap  of  Talehaio, 

where  vou  are  to  erect  a  Stuccado  fort  of  the  form  and  dimensions 
berewith  given  you.  - 

2'.  In  chusing  the  ground  for  that  Stuccado,  you  are  to  take  care 
that  there  be  no  hill  near  it  that  over  looks  pr  commands  it,  from 
whence  an  enemy  may  annoy  the  people  within  the  walls,  and  that 
there  be  a  Spring  or  Running  stream  of  water,  either  in  the  fort  or 
at  least  within  the  command  of  your  guns. 

The  rest  as  in  Smiths,  altering  the  names  only. 

Indorsed. 

Orders  and  Instructions  to  Cap.  Jacob  Morgan. 
Jan^  26,  1756. 


Instructions  to  Christian  Bussb  and  Morgan,  1756. 

You  are  to  communicate  to  Coll.  Weiser  what  you  do  in  obe- 
dience to  these  Instructions,  and  the  intelligence  you  may  at  any 
time  procure  of  the  motions  or  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  he  wiU 
convey  the  same  to  me,  and  afford  you  such  assistance  as  you  may 
stand  in  need  of,  and  you  are  to  observe  and  obey  such  orders  as  you 
shall  receive  from  him.  ^ 

Heading,  Jm^  25, 1756. 
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Instritctions  to  Jonas  Sbbly,  1756. 

Having  ordered  a  Company  of  Grenadiers^  belonging  to  Gen* 
Shirley's  Begiment^  to  take  post  in  the  town  of  Beading,  and  to 
take  upon  them  the  Guard  and  Protection  of  the  town,  yon  will 
take  care  to  supply  that  Company  with  Provisions;  in  the  same  maa- 
ner  that  the  Provincial  troops  are,  and  give  all  the  assistance  in  your 
power  to  the  officers  and  men  of  that  Company.  And  as  soon  as 
those  troops  arrive  and  take  post  in  this  town,  you  are  to  notifie  to  the 
men  raised  by  your  self  that  they  are  to  be  no  longer  in  the  pay  of 
the  Province ;  And  whenever  that  Company  of  Granadiers  move 
from  hence,  you  are  then  to  take  twenty. five  men  into  the  pay  of 
the  Province,  post  them  in  this  town  as  a  guard,  and  follow  my  for* 
mer  orders,  i  on  will  make  out  the  account  of  the  Guard  that  yoa 
have  had  in  this  town,  and  transmit  to  me  the  acc^,  together  with  the 
muster  Roll,  containing  the  names  of  the  several  men  employd  in 
that  service,  that  the  same  may  be  considered  by  the  Commission- 
ers. 

Reading,  Jan'^  27, 1756.* 

Indorsed,  ^ 

Jonas  Seely,  27*^  January,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Sharpe,  1756. 

Philad*,  Jan'y  29%  1756. 

Sir: 

I  last  night  returned  from  visiting  the  frontiers  of  this  Province, 
in  which  I  have  been  employed  above  a  month,  and  expoct  in  about 
ten  Days  a  chain  of  forts  will  be  completed  from  Delaware  to  the 
new  Road  made  towards  the  Alleghany  Hills,  which  will  be  garri- 
soned by  about^Eight  Hundred  men.  On  the  west  side  of  Sasque- 
hana  the  forts  aro  already  erected,  one  at  a  River  calld  Match itongo, 
about  twelve  miles  from  the  Sasquehana,  which  I  have  calld  Pom- 
fret  Castle,  another  near  Juniata,  where  Kiskiquokilis  falls  into  it, 
calld  fort  Granville,  a  third  at  Auckwick,  called  fort  Shirley,  aod 
a  fourth  at  the  Sugar  Cabins,  upon  the  new  Road,  called  fort  Lj- 
tellton ;  at  each  of  these  I  have  placed  a  garrison  of  seventy  five 
men,  &  orderd  them  to  range  the  woods  each  way.  Fort  Lyteltoo, 
I  am  told,  is  within  about  sixteen  mile  of  a  fort  you  have  erected, 
and  I  have  directed  the  party  there  to  range  towards  that  fort,  to 
give  them  notice  of  the  aproach  of  any  enemy,  and  to  afford  them 
all  the  assistance  in  their  power. 

A  Messenger,  employed  on  some  private  business  to  your  town, 

«  fpu:.  nrdcr  was  oountermanded  by  the  Qovr.    See  March  10, 1756. 
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gives  me  an  opportuoitj  of  writiog  yon,  but  allows  me  only  time  to 
mention  an  unhappy  affair  that  bappend  at  Halifax,  between  the 
Gol*  Monokton  and  Winslow,  %ho  it  seema  had  some  dispute  while 
they  were  upon  Servioe  together,  but  snppressd  their  resentment  till 
ihey  oame  to  Hali&z,  when  meeting,  either  by  accident  or  appoint- 
ment, they  engaged,  and  are  both  wounded  in  suoh  a  manner  as  to 
leave  little  hopes  of  the  reoovery  of  Either  of  them.  This  aco*  was 
sent  to  Gen'  Shirley  by  Express,  and  is  therefore  to  be  depended 
on,  &  I  last  night  received  the  Kings  Speech  in  a  New  York  paper, 
^hich  I  send  you  inclosed,  by  which,  and  by  M'.  Foxs  being  made 
Secretary  of  State,  it  seems  to  me  a  war  with  France  is  near  at 
band. 

Jndorgisd. 
Dft  to  Gov  Sharpe.    Jan'y  29*",  1756. 


Gov.  MoKRis  TO  Gov.  Sharpb,  1756. 

Bir,     - 

The  letter  herewith  I  intended  by  a  messenger  that  went  away 
yesterday  without  giving  me  the  notice  be  promised,  and  I  now  send 
it  by  the  return  of  the  express  who  brought  mo  your  favour  of  y* 
24  Instant  I  have*  mentiond  in  that  letter,  the  chain  of  forts  & 
block-houses  from  Delaware  towards  Potomack,  along  the  Eitectiny 
bills;  those  to  the  wcstw'd  of  Sasquahana  are  about  20  miles  assunder 
and  those  between  Sasquahana  and  Delaware  about  ten.  The  gari- 
sons  in  the  former  are  seventy-five  men  each,  in  the  latter  from  fifty 
to  twenty,  accordingto  their  situation  &  importance. 

I  also  propose  to  JBuild  a  fort  at  Sbamokin,  at  the  forks  of  Sasqna- 
bana,  as  soon  as  the  season  will  admit  a  passage  up  that  river,  for 
eth  mountains  north  of  the  Ritectiny  are  quite  impassable  for  car- 
riages. This  is  what  our  friendly  Indians  requested  of  me  at  the 
late  interview,  and  say  they  will  collect  themselves  together  nnder 
the  protection  of  snch  a  fort,  and  readily  assist  us  in  the  defence  of 
our  frontier,  or  in  any  attempts  that  we  shall  make  upon  the  French 
encroachm*". 

The  buildins  these  forts  and  block  houses,  paying,  arming,  and 
victualling  their  several  garrisons,  relieving  the  distressd  inhabitants 
that  are  £ove  from  their  plantations,  and  other  charges,  swallow  up 

*  This  18  pvobably  to  Gov'r  Sharpe's  inquiries  respecting  the  forts.  See 
Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  82 ;  his  letter  there  is  dated  Jan'j  24,  1766,  so  the 
date  of  tliis  should  be  1756,  as  the  reference  to  it  In  the  following  proves. 

f  This  appears  to  be  about  the  commencement  of  a  regular  chain  of  forts 
along  the  Susquehanna  and  elsewhere.  It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  (he  locali- 
ties of  many  of  these  forts  at  the  present  dajr.  After  the  various  aooounta 
are  printed,  a  connected  view  of  them  will  be  attempted. 
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the  greatest  part  if  not  the  whole  of  the  sixty  thousand  pounds  granted 
by  the  assembly.  There  must  be  a  new  grant  to  enable  me  to  under- 
take anything  to  the  westward,  which  4  am  apt  to  believe  the  assembly 
here  would  not  be  against  undertaking,  if  they  were  to  be  ezcnsed 
from  contributing  towards  the  northern  expedition,  but  much  doubt 
whether  I  shall  be  able  to  induce  them  to  come  into  both.  How* 
ever,  a  few  days  will  determine  their  resolutions^  as  I  have  summond 
them  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  of  governor  Dinwiddies  success 
with  the  Cherekees  and  Catawba's,  a  thousand  of  their  warriors  will 
give  our  western  affairs  another  face,  if  they  are  properly  employ^, 
especially,  if  those  already  gone  against  the  Shawanese  town  sboald 
prove  victorious,  which  I  heartily  wish  they  may. 

The  operations  of  the  next  summer  will^  therefore,  require  a  new 
grant,  and  I  am  apt  to  think  my  assembly  would  contribute  largely 
towards  an  Enterprise  to  the  westward,  if  they  could  be  excused 
from  bearing  a  part  in  the  Northern  Expedition.  But  a  few  days 
will  show  what  their  resolutions  are  as  I  have  summond  them  to 
meet  the  day  after  to>morrow. 

The  Indians  that  met  me  gave  me  very  warm  assurances  of  their 
attachment  to  the  English,  and  offerd  to  serve  us  in  any  capacity 
either  as  warriors  or  as  messengers.  Their  number,  indeed,  was 
small,  the  greatest  part  of  those  in  our  Interest  having  retired  to  the 
country  of  the  six  nations,  that  they  might  be  out  of  danger,  either 
from  the  French,  their  Indians,  or  from  us :  from  whence  they  have 
sent  me  a  message,  assuring  me  of  their  friendship,  and  giving  the 
reason  of  their  retreat. 

Having  been  informed  that  the  Enemy,  Indians,  had  taken  up 
their  head  quarters  at  a  place  called  Nescopecken,  upon  the  East 
Branch  of  Sasquahana,  I  have  sent  two  trusty  Indians  thither  to 
bring  me  intelligence  of  their  numbers,  and  whether  there  be  any 
French  among  them,  and  how  many.  And  when  we  are  by  these 
Indians  informed  of  their  situation,  it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  to 
attack  and  dislodge  them,  &  I  Imagine  the  commissioners  will  come 
into  measures  for  that  purpose. 

I  was  in  such  a  hurry  when  I  came  from  New  York,  and  obliged 
to  go  immediately  to  the  frontier,  that  I  had  not  time  to  write,  and 
congratulate  you  on  your  safe  return,  where,  I  hope,  you  have  bad 
perfect  health.  I  find  that  Gen^.  Shirley  and  Coll''.  Johnson  parted 
upon  tolerable  terms ;  the  latter  has  been  some  timd  gone  to  a  meet- 
ing of  the  six  nations,  where,  I  hope,  he  will  have  the  address  and 
Influence  to  induce  them  to  Joyn  more  unanimously  in  our  cause 
than  they  have  hitherto  done  for  considering  the  principal  seat  of  the 
next  years  operations,  their  assistance  must  be  a  matter  of  very  great 
importance. 

Indorsed. 
Df^.  of  Letter  to  Gov'.  Sharpe,  Feb^^.  !■*,  1756. 
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Extract  from  Col.  Johnson's  late  Treaty,  1756. 

Brother, 

We  roust  correct  jou  a  little ;  Tou  desire  us  to  write  and  live  to- 
gether, &  draw  all  our  allies  near  us ;  hut  we  shall  have  no  land  left 
us  either  for  ourselves  or  them,  for  your  people  when  they  huj  a 
small  piece  of  land  of  us,  hj  stealing  they  make  it  large.  We  desire 
such  things  may  not  be  done,  &  that  your  people  may  not  be  suf-. 
fered  to  buy  any  more  of  our  land,  sometimes  'tis  bought  of  two 
men,  who  are  not  the  proper  owners  of  it.  The  Land  that  reaches 
from  Swcgy  to  Schahacdawana,  we  beg  may  not  be  settled  by  Chris- 
tians, but  if  any  come  there,  they  may  be  called  away,  that  so  we 
may  have  land  left  for  ourselves  &,  our  Allies. 

Gave  a  Large  &  Small  Belt. 

Conochguissa,  the  Oneyda  Sachem,  then  rose  up  and  said : 

Brother, 

You  promised  us  jrou  would  keep  this  fire  place  clear  of  all  Filth, 
&  that  no  snake  should  come  into  the  Council  Room.  That  man  sit- 
ting there,  (pointing  to  Lydius,)  is  a  devil,  and  has  stole  our  Lands ; 
he  takes  an  Indian  slyly  by  the  Blanket,  one  at  a  time,  and  when 
they  are  drunk,  puts  money  into  ihcir  bosoms,  &  persuades  them  to 
fiign  Deeds  for  our  lands  upon  the  Susquehanna,  which  wc  will  not 
ratify,  nor  suffer  to  be  settled  by  any  means.  The  Governor  of  Pen- 
sylvania  bought  a  whole  tract,  &  only  paid  for  the  half,  &  we  desire 
vou  will  let  him  know  that  we  will  not  part  with  the  other  Half, 
but  keep  it.  These  things  make  us  constantly  uneasy  in  our  minds, 
&  we  desire  you  will  take  care  that  we  keep  our  landls  for  oursclfes. 

Gave  a  very  largo  Belt 

Col.  Johnson  then  told  them  that  he  had  attentively  heard  what 
they  had  said,  but  as  it  was  too  late  to  give  them  an  answer,  he 
would  make  a  reply  to-morrow  morning. 

Brethren, 

I  am  convinced  that  many  frauds  have  been  made  use  of  in  the 
purchasing  of  your  lands,  which  I  am  very  sorry  for,  But  the  King, 
your  father,  having  heard  of  your  Complaints,  &  ever  mindful  of 
your  welfare,  hath  sent  such  order  to  the  Gov'  of  this  Province  as 
will  prevent  those  Evil  Doings  for  the  future.  And  I  don't  doubt 
but  he  will  punish  those  who  have  been  guilty  of  these  proceed- 
ings* 

Gave  a  Bolt. 
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Brethren,- 

• 

I  did  promise  I  would  keep  this  Fire  place  free  from  all  fikh,  & 
I  did  desire  that  do  Snake  should  come  into  this  Council  Room.  As 
to  Col.  Ljdius,  if  hb  coming  here  was  such  an  offence  to  you,  I  am 
sorry  for  it;  He  came  of  his  own  accord,  without  any  inyitatipn  from 
me.  If  Col.  Lydius  hath  done  as  you  represent,  &  which  I  am  afraid 
Is  in  a  great  measure  true,  I  think  he  is  very  faulty,  &  that  no  body 
should  attempt  to  settle  lands  upon  such  unfair  pretences.  I  will 
endeavour  «all  in  my  power  that  Justice  may  be  done  you  in  this 
affair. 

As  to  those  lands  the  Proprietaries  of  Pensylvania  bought  of  you 
last  year,  it  was  done  in  a  fair  and  open  manner,  with  the  consent 
of  your  whole  Body  then  present,  &  I  believe  most  of  your  Sachems 
now  here,  did  agree  to  and  were  present  at  that  Bargain,  &  tho'  you 
then  received  but  half  the  purchase  money,  you  were  told  you  might 
have  the  other  half  whenever  you  would  call  for  it,  with  which  you 
were  satisfied.  For  you,  therefore,  to  want  to  recall  half  of  that 
purchase,  for  the  whole  of  which  you  have  given  a  deed,  in  so  pub- 
lick  &  so  solemn  a  manner,  is  in  my  opinion,  very  unreasonable  & 
unjust.  If  ^ou  expect  Justice  to  be  done  you,  you  ought  to  be 
ready  to  do  Justice  yourselves,  &  believe  me,  vy  Brethren,  that  to 
be  honest  men,  is  the  surest  way  to  be  happy  &  respected.  I  think 
you  ought,  &  1  would  advise  you  to  stand  by  the  Bargain,  &  take 
the  rest  of  your  Purchase  money  when  you  want  it.  As  to  the 
Schahacdowana  Lands,  the  Proprietarys  will  not  attempt  to  settle 
it.  But  whenever  you  are  inclined  to  sell  it;  you  will  remember 
you  are  engaged  to  sell  it  to  tiiem. 

Gave  a  Belt. 

Indoned. 

Extract  from  Col.  Johnson's  Treaty,  Jan^y  &  Peb'y,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Dinwidbib,  1756. 

Philada.,  1-*  FeVy,  1756. 
Sir, 

Yo**  of  ye  2*  Jan'y*  I  rec'd  yesterday.  I  returned  back  last  Wed- 
nesday from  a  Month's  Tour  I  have  been  takeing  into  ye  back  parts 
of  ye  Prov'e,  w**  a  double  view,  to  raise  ye  Spirits  of  ye  People 
there,  &  encourage  them  to  make  a  stand  ag*  ye  Indians,  &  build  a 
Chain  of  Forts  along  our  Frontier.  And  to  hold  ye  pipposed  Treaty 
w*^  ye  Indians  I  had  invited  to  meet  me  at  Harris's  Ferry,  on  je 
Susquehannah. 

*  See  it,  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  VII,  p.  80. 
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This  Chain  of  Forts  &  Block  ho^,  is  to  extend  from  Delaware  along 
ye  Kittahteny  Hills,  to  ye  new  Road  opened  on  our  Southern 
Frontier  tow'*  ye  Allegany  Hills ;  Those  on  ye  West  side  of  Sus- 
quehannah  are  already  erected,  at  ab*  20  miles  asunder.  One  of  them 
is  placed  at  a  Kiyer  called  Matchetongo,  abVl2  miles  from  Susque- 
banah,  w*^  I  have  called  Pomfret  Castle,  another  near  Juniata, 
where  Kishikoquillos  falls  into  it,  call'd  Fort  Granville ;  a  3d  at 
Auchquick,  oall'd  Fjort  Shirley,  &  a  4th  at  ye  Sugar  Gabbins  upon 
ye  new  Hoad,  calld  Fort  Littleton.  At  each  of  these  I  have  placed 
a  Garrison  of  75  men,  &  ordered  them  to  range  ye  Woods  each  way. 
Those  between  Delaware  &  Susquehana,  are  to  be  ab*  10  or  12  miles 
asunder;  ye  most  considerable  of  them  is  built  at  an  important 
Pass  thro'  ye  Kittahteny  Hills,  on  our  Northern  Frontier,  &  I  have 
called  it  Fort  Henry.  The  whole  of  them  I  expect  will  be  compleated 
in  ab^  10  days,  &  will  be  garrisoned  by  800  men  actually  raised  & 
taken  into  ye  Gov^  pay  for  y*  purpose. 

The  Indians  that  met  me  gave  me  very  warm  assurances  of  their 
attachment  to  the  English,  &  offered  to  serve  us  in  any  capacity, 
either  as  Warriors  or  as  Messengers.  Their  number  indeed,  was 
small,  the  greatest  part  of  those  in  our  Interest  having  letired  to  the 
Country  of  the  Six  Nations,  that  they  might  be  out  of  danger,  either 
from  the  French,'their  Indians,  or  from  us,  &  from  whence  they  have 
sent  me  a  Message,  assuring  me  of  their  friendship^  &  giving  the 
Teason  of  their  retreat. 

Having  beenjnformed  that  the  Enemy  Indian^  had  taken  up  their 
head  quarters  at  a  Place  called  Nesoopeckon,  upon  the  East  Branch 
of  Susquahannah,  I  have  sent  two  Trusty  Indians  thither,  to  bring 
me  intelligence  of  their  Numbers,  and  whether  there  be  any  French 
among  them,  and  how  many.  And  when  we  are  by  these  Indians 
informed  of  their  situation,  it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  to  attach 
and  dislodge  them,  &  1  imagine  the  Commissioners  will  come  into 
measures  for  that  purpose. 

I  approve  much  of  ye  measures  you  have  and  are  takeing  to  cul- 
tivate &  secure  the  Friendship  of  ye  Southern  Indians,  &  congratu- 
late you  on  your  Success  w*^  them.  I  most  heartily  wish  ye  party 
of  your  Rangers,  in  conjunction  w^  ye  130  Cherokees,  may  succeed 
in  their  proposed  Expedition  ag*  ye  Shawanese  Towns,  &  I  long  to 
hear  ye  issue  of  it. 

Your  observations  for  ye  badness  of  our  Militia  Law,  are  very 
just.  When  it  was  sent  up  to  me  by  our  Assembly,  I  saw  dearly 
they  had  nothing  in  view  by  it,  but  to  amuse  ye  People  w^  ye 
Name  of  »  Militia  Law,  &  by  appearing  ready  to  pass  one,  however 
so  absurd,  to  turn  ye  peoples  resentments,  wo^  they  perceived  were' 
laising  high  ag*  ye  Gbvernm*  for  want  of  such  a  Law  &  a  proper  pro- 
vision for  their  Defence  from  themselves,  &  turn  all  ye  Odium  on 
me.  I  therefore,  to  their  g^  disappointments,  passed  it,  in  hopes 
I  might  thereby  open  ye  eyes  of  the  People,  &  let  them  see  where 

24* 
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ihe  faalt  lay.  This  Lad  ye  desired  effect,  &  was  a  g*  means  of  bring- 
ing them  into  ye  giving  ye  GO^OOOIbs.  Bnt  considerable  as  y^  sum 
iS;  I  find  it  will  all  be  swallowed  in  ye  building  Forts,  paying  &  vio- 
tnalling  Oarnsons,  relieving  &  arming  onr  back  Inhabitants,  snp- 
porting  ye  French  Neutrals^  &  other  necessary  charges. 

Indorsed. 
Dft.  of  Letter  to  Gov.  Dinwiddle,  FeVy  1st,  1756. 


Gov.  MoRBis  TO  OoNRAD  Weiseb,  1756. 

Philada.  FeVry  2d,  1756. 
Sir, 

On  Saturday  Even,  last  I  received  the  originals  of  the  Inclosed, 
from  Scarroyady  &  Andrew  Montour,  I  was  glad  to  find  that  instead 
of  their  having  deserted  our  interest  &  gone  over  to  the  Enemy,  as 
was  most  falsely  reported,  they  had  faithfully  pursued  their  journey 
&  delivered  their  message  like  the  trusty  honest  friends  we  always 
looked  on  them  to  be,  and  I  desire  you  will  as  soOr  as  you  can 
write  to  some  Proper  persons  in  Lancaster,  Cumberland  and  York 
Counties,  to  let  them  know  this,  in  order  to  remove  the  bad  impres- 
sions &  Prejudices  that  have  prevailed  there  against  them.  I  have 
given  directions  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  at  Albany,  to  supply  them  with 
every  thing  they  may  want. 

I  must  likewise  get  you  to  recollect  if  you  know  or  ever  heard  of 
the  fact  complained  of  by  some  Seneca  Indians,  as  mentioned  in  the 
inclosed  Letter  from  S'  Cha*  Hardy,  and  by  enquirys  among  the  few 
Indians  in  the  Province,  especially  those  of  the  Seneca  Nation,  and 
every  other  method  in  your  power,  endeavour  to  inform  yourself 
what  foundation  there  is  for  such  li  complaint  against  any  of  onr 
Inhabitants,  &  send  me  your  thoughts  about  the  affiiir  as  soon  as 
may  be,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  give  Gen^  Johnson  a  proper  an- 
swer.   I  am,  &c. 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

IndoTudn 
Copy  Gov'  Morris's  Letter  to  Conrad  Weiser,  Feb'y  2d,  1756. 
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Gov.  MoRBis  TO  CoHBAP  Weiseb,  1756. 

Fda.,  2d  Febnr,  1756. 
Sir: 

I  reo'd  yours  of  the  29ih  Jan'^,  &  am  pleased  to  hear  of  ye  March 
of  ye  Gapt^*  Basse  &  Smith,  as  you  mention,  &  shall  be  glad  to  hear 
y'  Gapt"  Speering  &  Chose  nnder  his  Gomand  are  lodged  &  accomo- 
dated agreeable  to  themselves. 

It  not  a  little  surprizes  me  to  find  y*  ye  People  of  Reading  shon'd 
think  themselves  less  seonre  w*^  ye  Addition  of  40  Regulars  to  their 
o?rn  Forces,  &  I  shall  be  very  sorry  they  should  think  of  acting  so 
ridiculous  a  part  as  to  desert  k  eive  up  ye  Town  to  be  destroyed  by 
je- Enemy,  for  no  other  reason  but  their  being  rendered  so  much 
more  able  to  defend  it  ag*  them.  And  I  presume,  if  the  Inhabitants 
realy  leave  it,  as  you  say  they  threaten,  ye  Gomiss"  will  not  think 
je  Houses  alone  worth  ye  £zpence  of  defending. 

Tou'l  please  to  forward  ye  inclos'd  to  Gol.  Weiser  as  soon  as  may 
be.  &  am.* 

inc?or«ed.— Feb^  2d,  1756.    Dft.  to  Gonrad  Weisef. 


Orders  and  Instructions  to  Thomas  McQbb,  Esq.,  1756 

1.  With  these  Instructions  you  will  receive  a  commission,  appoint- 
ing you  a  Gap^  of  a  company,  to  be  raised  in  the  pay  of  this  JProvince, 
which  company  is  to  consist  of  .twenty-eight  men  and  two  sergeants, 
besides  yourself  and  your  Lieute*,  and  are  to  be  paid  and  victualed 
as  follows,  viz. :  one  Gaptain  7-6,  &c^.,  as  in  Burds. 

2.  You  will  therefore  proceed  immediately  to  raise  the  said  com- 
pany, in  doing  which  you  will  take  care  to  have  all  the  men  properly 
and  regularly  Inlisted,  by  taking  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  his  Majesty 
in  the  form  herewith  given  you,  before  some  Magistrate  having 
authority  to  administer  the  same,  and  causing  the  second  and  sixth 
Sections  of  his  Majesty's  articles  of  war  also  herewith,  to  be  read  to 
Each  soldier  at  the  time  of  his  Inlistment,  of  which  the  Magistrate 
will  give  you  a  certificate  in  the  common  form,  which  certificates  you 
are  to  return  to  me,  together  with  a  list  or  Roll  of  the  names  of 

?our  men,  their  ages,  the  place  of  their  Birth,  trade,  and  time  of 
nlistpiient,  upon  your  oath,  that  the  same  is  a  true  Uet  or  Roll  of 
the  Gompany  under  your  Gommand. 

3.  When  your  Gompany  is  complete,  you  are  to  muster  them  be- 
fore James  Gilbreth,Esq',  and  from  the  day  of  such  muster  they  are  to 
enter  into  pay,  and  to  be  subsisted  at  the  ezpence  of  the  Province,  and 

*  Copy  of  this  letter  is  indorsed  <<to  0.  Weiser,"  but  from  the  last  para- 
grapb  it  was  probably  addressed  to  another  person,  inclosing  the  one  for  C.  W 
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not  before.  But  yourself  and  your  lieuten't  are  to  receive  pay  from 
the  time  of  your  entering  into  the  Berrice,  reapcotiveiy,  which  will 
appear  by  the  date  of  the  certificate  on  the  back  of  your  GonfmisB* 
of  your  haying  taken  the  oaths  to  the  Government. 

4.  As  soon  as  your  Company  is  completed  &  muster'd,  you  are  to 
march  to  a  place  called  Hun ter^s  Mi  11^  upon  the  river  Sasquehannab, 
and  Either  compleat  the  fort  already  begun  there,  or  build  another 
at  such  other  convenient  place  as  James^Gilbrethi  Esq'  shall  advue, 
who  is  requested  to  go  with  you  for  that  purpose ;  and  in  ease  it 
should  be  thought  necessary  to  erect  a  new  fort,  you  are  to  build  it 
of  the  form  and  dimensions  herewith  given  you. 

Indor^d, — Cap"  McKee's  Instructions. 


Additional  Instructions  to  Capt.  McGee,!^  1756. 

I  have  ordered  Coll.  Weiser  to  send  two  of  the  most  trusty  of  our 
Indians  for  Intelligence  to  the  Branches  of  Susquehannah,  who  are 
to  return  to  Hunter's  Mill  as  soon  as  possible,  the  Names  of  which 
Coll.  Weiser  will  inform  you  of. 

You  are,  therefore,  as  soon  as  they  Arrive  at  or  near  the  Fort 
under  your  Command,  to^use  them  well,  and  to  be  careful  to  send 
one  or  more  proper  persons,  as  you  shall  judge  necessary,  to  Conduct 
them  safe  through  the  Inhabitants  to  Coll.  Weiscr's  House. 

You  are  to  avoid  ask<  them  any  Questions  on  their  return  concern- 
ing the  Intelligence  they  may  have  got ;  but  if  they  should  of  their 
own  accord  enter  on  the  Subject  with  you,  you  are  by  no  means  to 
clivulge,  but  keep  the  Intelligence  they  may  give  you  an  absolate 
secret,  as  you  will  answer  the  contrary  at  your  peril. 

Indorsed, — Instructions  to  Cap.  Tho»  McGce,  Feby  2, 1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Washington,  1756. 

Feb.  2*,  1766. 
Coll.  Washington : 

Sir— 

I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  I**  Instant,*  which  I  did  not 
receive  till  my  return  on  Wednesday  last  from  the  FronUer,  where  I 
have  been  employed  for  a  month  past  in  forming  a  line  of  Forts  and 
Block  Houses  from  Delaware  along  the-Kitectiny  Hills  as  far  as  the 

*  This  probably  should  be  tUto,,  &  refers  to  the  letter  of  that  date  on 
page  541. 
t  This  perhaps  is  intended  for  M'Kee,  agreeably  to  the  above  indorsement. 
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new  road  that  Uads  to  the  Aleghany  Hills,  and  which  I  am  in  hopes 
ten  days  will  complete ;  on  the  West  of  Sasquehanna  I  have  placed 
one  at  the  Sagar  Cahins,  npon  the  new  road,  which  I  have  named 
Fort  Ljtellton,  another  at  Aughwick  called  Fort  Shirley,  a  third  up- 
on the  Juniata,  where  the  Kishequokilis  falls  into  it,  called  Fort 
Oranvile,  and  a  forth  between  that  and  the  Sasquehanna,  called 
Pomfret  Castle,  in  these  I  have  placed  garrisons  of  seyenty-five  men 
eaoh,  with  orders  to  range  the  woods  each  Vay  from  their  respective 
forts,  to  give  notice  of  the  aproach  of  any  enemy  and  to  use  their 
utmost  endeavours  to  intercept  and  destroy  any  partys  of  French  and 
Indians  that  they  discover.  On  the  East  side  of  the  Susquehanna 
the  Forts  are  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  aasunder  among  which  the 
most  Considerable  are  Fort  Henry,  at  9.  pass  through  the  mountains, 
called  Tolihaio,  Fort  Lebanon,  on  the  Forks  of  Schulkill  and  Fort 
Allen,  upon  the  West  Branch  of  Delaware,  where  the  Moravians  had 
a  town  called  Onaden  Hutten,  the^others  being  only  Block  houses. 
The  garrisons  in  these  are  from  fifty  to  twenty  men  each,  according 
to  their  situation  and  importance.  I  hope  these  forts  will  in  great 
measure  protect  the  inhabitants  from  the  future  cruelties  and  in- 
cursions of  the^  Indians,  but  I  am  fearfuU  the  mentaining  such  a 
number  of  men  as  is  necessary  to  garrison  those  Forts  will  be  a 
Burthen  too  heavy  for  this  Province  to  bear,  as  what  we  have 
already  done  will  go  near  to  swallow  up  the  sijsty  thousand 
pounds  granted  by  the  Assembly.  This  ezpence,  which,  if  the  war 
continues,  must  be  annual,  I  should  hope  may  c6nvince  the  Assem- 
bly of  the  necessity  of  coming  into  Vigorous  measures  to  dislodge 
the  French  from  the  Ohio,  for  while  they  continue  there  we  have  no 
reason  to  expect  the  Indians  will  return  to  their  dependance  upon  us. 
In  a  late  Interview  I  had  with  some  Indians  at  Carlisle,  I  learnt 
that  our  enemy  Indians  had  fixed  upon  a  place  upon  the  east  branch 
of  Susquehanna,  called  Ncscopecken,  for  their  head-quarters,  from 
whence  they  sent  out  partys  to  annoy  us,  and  as  I  have  some  thoughts 
of  building  a  Fort  at  the  forks  of  Susquehanna  I  have  sent  two 
trusty  Indians  to  procure  me  intelligence  of  the  number  and  particu- 
lar situation  of  the  enemy,  and  whether  there  be  any  French  among 
them,  and  as  there  is  a  constant  communication  between  the  Indians 
on  Susquehanna  and  those  on  the  Ohio,  and  probably  between  them 
and  the  French ;  I  am  in  hopes  these  Messengers  may  bring  mo 
some  accounts  of  the  number  and  circumstances  of  the  garrison  at 
Fort  Duquesne. 

I  am  Sir,  &c. 

• 

Indorsed. 

Feb''  2',  1756.    Df*  to  Col«  Washington. 
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Gov.  MoBBiSi  TO  Capt.  Burd,  1756. 

P'da,  8*  Feb^,  1756. 
S': 

I  have  jast  rece'  ye  melancholj  Acco*  of  a  fresh  party  of  Indiftos 
falling  again  npon  ye  Settlem*  on  Juniata^  &  of  their  having  nmr- 
der'd  &  canyd  off  above  15  of  ye  People  there,  as  I  suppose  yoa 
must  have  heard ;  And  am  equally  surprized  &  concerned  to  find 
(notwithstanding  ye  pressing  Orders  I  gave  so  long  ago)  y^you  should 
immediately  proceed  to  the  Fort  at  Kishekoquillor,-&  should  afterwards 
go'w^  Gap*  Patterson*&  some  of  yours  &  his  Companys  to  Matchitoogo 
and  lay  out  a  fort  there.  That  you  were  gone  to  ye  Sugear  Cab* 
bins,  and  that  nothing  is  yet  done  in  pursuance  of  those  orders. 

As  the  Indians  who  committed  those  last  murders  must  have  pas'd 
near  where  ye  Fort  was  ordered  to  be  built  at  Matchitongo,  will  not 
a  good  deal  of  ye  Mischief  be  imputed  to  yours  &  Cap*  Patttersons 
remissness  T  Bui  if  you  &  he  .had,  agreeable  to  my  Orders,  beeo 
upon  Duty  in  that  Neighbourhood,  may  it  not,  w*^  too  much  justice 
be  say'd,  ye  Indians  would  not  have  ventumed  to  have  pass'd  that 
way  to  the  Settlem^. 

1  had  g*  dependence  on  your  Care,  &  Vigilance  to  get  those  Forts 
built  &  garrisoned  with  ye  utmost  expedition,  &  am  exceeding 
Sorry  to  nnd  my  Expectations  so  much  disappointed,  And  hope  I 
shall  hear  very  soon  y*  you  &  Cap*  Patterson  have  doubled  your  dili- 
gence, k  y*  they  are  in  y*  forwardness,  &  y*  every  body  ah*  you  are 
exerting  themselves  &  doing  all  in  their  power  tow'*  stopping  ye 
Carreer  of  those  merciless  Savages. 

I  have  not  had  a  line  from  you  nor  Cap*  Patterson  since  I  left 
Cumber^. 

Ifidoned. 
Dr*  Lre  to  Cap*  Burd,  3*  F^b'ry,  1756. 


Gov.  MoKRis  TO  Lieut.  Spearing,  1756. 

P*-,  3-  FebT,  1756. 
S': 

I  am  pleas'd  to  find  by  yo"  of  the  29**  Jan'y,  y*  you  got  well  to 
Beading  w**  all  your  Company,  and  hope  you  will  meet  w**  every 
thioff  there  agreeable  to  you. 

I  have  just  reo^  a  melancholly  P*  of  Intelligence  from  Cumber* 
land  County,  y*  a  fresh  pty  of  Indians  are  again  fallen  upon  y*  Set- 
tlcm*»,  on  Juniata,  &  have  murde^d  &  carry'd  off  several  of  y*  peo- 
ple there  to  y«  number  of  15  or  upw^,  &  as  it  is  much  to  be  fear'd 
hey  will  take  their  range  all  along  our  Frontier,  &  be  making  In- 
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oursions  &  Attempts  on  every  place  they  shall  fiod  y«  weakest  guard- 
ed, &  may  be  soon  expected  in  y  neighbourhood  of  Reading,  I  doubt 
not  jou  will  always  take  care  y^  your  People  be  vigilant  and  soberi 
&  constantly  on  their  guard  &  prepared  to  oppose  any  Designs  of  y* 
Enemy  on  y*  Town,  as  well  by  Day  as  by  Night,  &  I  shouM  be  very 
sorry  to  hear  of  any  complaints  ag*^  them  for  remissness  in  their 
Duty  or  other  Misdemeanours,  &  am. 

To  Lieu^  W"-  Spearing,  Commander  of  a 

Detachm'  of  Eegulars  posted  at  Heading/ 
ludorsed. 

Draft  Letter  to  Lieutenant  Spearing, 
Feb^  8-,  17&6. 


Gov.  MoKMS  TO  Gek.  St.  Clair,  1T56. 

Feb^  5«S'1756. 
Sir : 

Upon  my  return  to  this  town  from  the  frontiers^  where  I  have 
been  putting  things  into  something'  like  a  military  posture,  I  found 
your  favour  of  the  22'  of  Jan'^.,  agreeable  to  directions  I  had  some 
time  ago  from  Gen'  Shirley,  I  appointed  Commissioners,  who,  in 
conjunction  with  M'.  Commissary  Leake,  are  to  settle  and  adjust 
the  accounts  of  the  waggons,  horses,  and  other  demands  upon  the 
Publick,  and  they  are  gone  to  Lancaster  with  M'.  Lessley  and  M'. 
Scott,  for  that  purpose,  and  I  am  satisfied  will  do  all  the  Justice, 
both  .to  the  Crown  and  the  persons  concerned,  that  the  nature  of  the 
thing  will  admit  of. 

You  may  be  assured  I  shall  afford  M'.  Lessley  all  the  assist- 
ance in  my  power  in  the  service  he  is  employed  in,  and  the  terms 
are  so  good  that  I  doubt  not  of  your  success,  men  used  to  cannoes 
and  boats  upon  these  Eivers  will  make  very  good  Batteau  men,  and 
we  have  numbers  in  this  town  &  Province. 

My  Assembly  met  yesterday,  and  I  have  recomended  it  to  them 
to  take  part  in  the  operations  concerted  for  the  next  summer,  but 
cannot  yet  say  what  they  will  enable  me  to  do. 

I  have  Letters  from  Gov'  Dinwiddle,  informing  me  that  the  Che- 
rokees  &Catawbas  have  agreed  to  take  part  with  us }  and  have  already 
sent  130  of  their  Warriors  to  Joyn  the  Virginia  troops,  and  propose 
to  make  'em  up  a  thousand  in  the  Spring. 

I  hope  you  are  perfectly  recoverd  of  your  wound,  and  if  his  Ma- 
jestys  service  will  admit  of  your  seeing  this  place  before  you  move 
to  the  northward,  it  will  give  pleasure  to  Sir. 

S'  John  St.  Gkir. 
Indorted. 

Draft  Letter  to  S'  John  St.  Clair^ 
5  Fcb^,  1756. 
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Rev.  Thos.  Barton  to  Rbv.  Rich'd  Peters,  1Y56. 

Rev*  dear  Sir, 

I  am  in  Hopes  this  will  find  ;oa  in  better  Health,  than  when  I 
parted  with  you  at  Carlisle. 

I  am  heartily  sorry  that  I  mnst  grieve  you  with  an  Account  of  a 
most  inhuman  Murder,  committed  by  the  Indians,  at  Juniata  & 
Sherman's  Creek,  on  the  27**'  of  last  Month. 

Within  three  miles  of  Patterson's  Fort  was  found  Adam  Nicolson 
and  his  wife,  dead  &  scalp'd,  his  two  Sons  &  a  Daughter  are  carried 
off;  William  Wilcock  &  his  wife,  dead  k  scalp'd ;  Hugh  Micheltree, 
&  a  Son  of  8*  Nicolson,  dead  &  scalp'd,  with  many  Children,  in  all 
about  17. 

The  same  Day,  one  Sherridan,  a  Quaker,  his  wife,  three  Children 
&  a  Servant,  were  kilFd  &  scalp'd,  together  with  one  W"*  Hamilton, 
&  his  Wife,  his  Daughter,  &  one  French,  within  Ten  Miles  of  Car- 
lisle, a  little  beyond  Stephen's  Gap. 

It  is  dismal,  Sir,  to  see  the  Distresses  of  the  People  ^  Women  & 
Children  screaming  &  lamenting,  Men's  Hearts  failing  them  for,Fear 
under  all  the  Anguish  of  Despair.  The  Inhabitants  over  the  Hills 
are  entirely  fleeing,  so  that  in  two  or  three  Days  the  North  Moan- 
tain  will  be  the  Frontier.  Industry  droops,  &  all  Sorts  of  Work 
seem  at  an  End.  In  short,  Sir,  it  appears  as  if  this  Part  of  the 
Country  breath'd  its  last. 

I  remember  you  dreaded  this  Blow  would  be  struck  in  Fcb^; 
And  now  we  know  that  our  Danger  hastens  with  the  Encrease  of  the 
Moon,  &  we  expect  nothing  but  Death  &  Ruin  every  night 

M'.  Smith  will  shew  you  a  Sketch  of  a  Plan  drawn  up  hei% ;  I 
believe  nothing  but  some  such  Scheme  will  save  us. 

Be  pleas'd.  Sir,  to  present  my  Respects  to  his  Honour ;  For  God's 
Sake  make  our  Condition  known ;  Let  me  hear  how  you  do.  And 
be  assur'd, 

I  am,  D'  Sir, 

With  great  Esteem, 

Your  most  affectionate  and 

Most  obed*  Serv^, 

THO.  BARTON. 

Redding,  Feh^  6%  1756. 

Indorsed. 
Thomas  Barton,  16  Feb'^,  1756. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gen  Shirley,  1756. 

FeR  9%1756. 
D'Sir: 

I  am  at  last  returned  to  this  Town  from  a  fiitigaing  Journey  nj>on 
the  frontiers,  where  I  have  been  putting  things  into  as  good  a  pos- 
tore  of  defence  as  the  nature  of  our  government  will  admit,  and  find 
that  without  some  Law  for  the  establishment  of  Military  Disoipline 
among  the  troops  in  the  pay  of  the  Proyinee,  a  great  deal  of  money 
will  be  expended  without  doing  the  good  it  otherwise  would. 

For  the  Defence  of  our  western  frontiere,  I  have  caused  four  forts 
to  Be  built  beyond  the  Kitticktiny  Hills,  The  one  stands  upon  the 
new  Road  opend  by  this  Province  towards  the  Ohio,  and  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  settlements,  and  I  have  oalld  it  Fort  Lytell- 
ton,  in  Honour  of  my  friend  S'  George.  This  fort  will  not  only 
Protect  the  inhabitants  in  that  part  of  the  Province,  but  beinff  upon 
ft  road  that  within  a  few  miles  Joyns  Gen^  Braddocks  rout,  it  will 
prevent  the  march  of  any  regulars  that  way  into  the  Province,  and 
•t  the  same  time  serve  as  an  advanced  post  or  maflasine,  in  case  of 
an  attempt  to  the  westward.  For  these  reasons  I  have  Caused  it  to 
be  built  in  a  regular  form,  so  that  it  may  in  little  time  and  at  a  small 
ezpenoe  be  so  stren^hened  as  to  hold  out  against  cannon. 

About  twenty  miles  northward  of  Fort  Lytellton,  at  a  place  calld 
Aughwick,  another  fort  is  Erected  something  larger  than  fort  Ly  tell* 
ton,  which  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  Honour  with  the  name  of 
Fort  Shirley.  This  stands  near  the  great  Path  used  by  the  Indians 
and  Indian  Traders,  to  and  from  the  Ohio,  and  consequently  the 
easiest  way  of  access  for  the  Indians  into  the  settlements  of  this 
Province. 

Fifteen  miles  northeast  of  Fort  Shirley,  near  the  mouth  of  a 
Branch  of  the  Juniata  called  Kishequokilis,  a  third  fort  is  erected, 
which  I  haye  called  Fort  Granville.  This  Fort  commands  a  narrow 
pass  where  the  Juniata  falls  throngh  the  mountains  which  is  so  cir* 
oumstanced  that  a  few  men  can  maintain  it  against  a  much  greater 
number,  as  the  rocks  are  very  High  on  each  side,  not  above  a  gun 
shot  assunder,  and  and  thus  extended  for  six  miles,  and  leads  to  a 
considerable  settlement  upon  the  Juniata,  betweea  Fort  Granville 
and  where  that  River  falls  into  the  Susquehanna. 

From  fort  Granville  towards  Susquahana,  at  the  distance  of  fif- 
teen miles,  and  about  twelve  from  the  River,  another  Fort  is  Erect^ 
that  commands  that  country,  and  is  intended  to  prevent  the  Indians 
from  penetrating  into  the  Settlements  from  that  quarter.  This  I 
have  called  Pomfret  Castle,  and  in  each  of  these  forts  I  have  posted 
a  Company  in  the  pay  of  the  Province,  consisting  of  seventy-five 
men,  exclusive  of  officers  who  are  from  time  to  time  to  detach  partys 
to  E^nge  and  scour  the  woods  Each  way,  frQm  the  several  forts,  by 
which  means  the  Indians  will  be  preyented  from  falling  upon  the  in* 
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habitantSi  and  these  Soldiers  bj  the  next  summer  will  become  ex- 
pert woodsmen,  and  proper  rangers,  to  attend  an  army  in  case  it 
should  be  thought  necessary  to  march  one  to  the  westward. 

On  the  East  side  of  the  Susquahana,  between  that  and  the  Dela- 
ware, are  three  forts  at  three  of  the  most  important  passes  through 
the  mountains,  the  Principal  and  only  Regular  one  is  at  a  pass  calld 
Tolihiao,  which  I  named  fort  Henry,  the  others  are  called  Fort 
Allen  &  Fort  Lebanon,  and  between  these  and  in  the  same  Range, 
there  are  small  Staccadoe  erected  at  the  distance  of  about  ten  miles 
from  each  other,  and  the  whole  are  garrisond  with  companys  aad 
detachments  from  fifty  to  twenty  men  each,  according  as  the  places 
are  situated,  and  are  of  more  or  less  importance.  The  troops  sta- 
tioned here  are  to  employ  themselves  in  ranging  the  woods,  in  the 
same  manner  as  those  on  the  west  side  the  Susqnehana. 

Were  these  troops  under  military  Discipline,  I  should  think  onr 
frontiers  well  guarded,  but  I  have  it  not  in  my  Power,  the'  they  are 
regularly  inlisted  to  Punish  any  of  them  for  want  of  an  order  from 
the  Crown,  to  hold  Court  Martials,  which  I  believe  yon'can  supply 
and  I  propose  to  write  to  you  upon  that  head,  in  case  my  assembly 
now  sitting  Do  not  pass  an  aot^  to  put,  those  troops  under  a  proper 
Discipline. 

Inclosed  I  send  you  what  I  have  said  to  my  assembly  upon  the 
plan  of  operations,  which  I  laid  before  them,  but  am  quite  unable 
to  form  a  Judgm'  of  what  they  will  do  in  it.  If  the  more  Northern 
government  could  undertake  to  Carry  on  the  Crown  Point  Ezpedn,  I 
have  some  reason  to  think  this  Province  would  in  that  case  enter 
willingly  into  one  against  Fort  Duquesne. 

The  Regulars  you  favoured  me  with  are  in  very  good  order,  and 
are  posted  at  the  tyo  towns  of  Reading  and  Easton,  where  Both  the 
officers  and  men  are  taken  good  Care  of  to  their  own  satisfaction,  and 

Erove  a  great  protection  not  only  to  the  towns  where  they  are  placed 
ut  to  the  whole  Country  about  them. 
Some  days  ago  I  had  a  letter  from  Gbv'  Dinwiddie,  informing  me 
that  in  a  treaty  hie  had  held  with  the  Cherokee  &  Catawba  nations 
of  Indians,  he  had  prevailed  on  them  to  take  up  the  Hatchet  against 
the  French  and  their  allies  the  Shawonese.  That  one  hundred  and 
thirty  of  them  had  Joynd  some  of  the  Virginia  Troops,  and  were 
gone  against  one  of  the  Shawonese  towns  upon  the  Ohio,  and^he  bad 
reason  to  believe  they  would  Joyn  him  with  a  thousand  warriors  in 
the  Spring.  His  success  in  this  treaty  will  in  great  measure  render 
the  meeting  you  proposed  ^^^  the  Southern  Indians  unnecessary 
however,  I  have  reoomei^ded  it  to  my  assembly  to  send  'em  some 
thing  on  the  part  of  this  Province  as  you  will  observe  in  my  mes* 
sage. 

Indorsed. 
Dfi  to  Gen'.  Shirley. 
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Francis  West  to  William  West,  1756. 

Carlisle,  9th  Feb'',  1756. 
D'  Broth', 

Last  Night  I  Qot  Home,  and  Found  No  Alteration  Among  the 
People,  only  Thirty  or  more  of  Cap^  Bard's  &  Cap^  Paterson's 
Men  were  obliged  to  Come  here  to  Guard  Provisions  to  the  two 
Forts,  w**»  they  very  much  Want,  the  Country  People  not  Daring 
to  Venture  over  Since  the  Late  Murders ;  the  Above  (^uard  Brings 
Word  that  the  two  Lackins's,  Both  Indians,  were  Killed  by  the 
Soldiers  at  Aughwich ;  the  Partionlars  of  w^^  is  Nearly  Thus : 

They  were  at  Croghan's  fort  where  they  Rec^  Presents,  &  made 
Large  Promises  to  Bring  in  a  Large  number  of  Indians,  and  on 
their  Goeing  away  Invited  one  of  the  Soldiers  to  Goe  out  a  Little 
way  to  drink  a  Little  Whiskey,  w"^  he  Consented  to,  &  after  they 
went  a  Small  Distance  off  they  Stabbed  him  on  the  Bibbs,  but  not 
mortally;  as  anoth'  man  was  Goeing  by,  who  Seeing  the  Soldier 
Bloody,  alarmed  the  Fort,  on  w°^  A  Command  of  about  13  Men 
were  order'd  out  after  them,  when  they  Came  Up  w^^  Indians,  they 
Imediately  fired  on  the  Soldiers,  &  wounded  one  of  them  Called 
English  Dick,  in  the  Leg  or  Thigh,  on  w*"^  the  Indians  were  Sur- 
rounded &  one  of  them  Killed,  the  oth'  they  thought  to  take  alive, 
but  wouM  not  Submit,  So  was  obliged  to  Kill  him ;  it  was  anoth' 
Indian,  not  the  White  Mingoe  that  Brought  off  M'.  Croghan's 
Serv*,  &  Montnor's  Broth'  is  Still  at  Aughwich ;  this  all  that  is 
New  at  present. 

I  am  y  most  affect.  Broth', 

FRANS.  WEST. 

Directed.— To  M'.  William  West,  in  Philadelphia.  To  be  for- 
warded by  M'.  Geo.  Gibson. 

Indorsed. — Francis  West's  Letter  to  his  Brother. 


» 

Col.  Thomas  Gage  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

New  York,  Feb^  9th,  1756. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  obliging  Letter  gave  me  great  Pleasure  in  acquainting  me 
of  your  safe  Arrival  in  Philadelphia,  after  your  Military  Expedition 
to  the  Frontiers ;  &  I  receive  infinite  Satisfaction  in  finding  you  have 
80  disposed  Matters  there,  as  to  prevent  any  future  Massacres  of 
the  poor  Inhabitants.  It's  reported  here  that  The  Virginians,  assisted 
by  a  Number  of  Cherokees,  are  going  against  The  Shawanese,  la 
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whioh,  if  ihey  are  so  fortunate  as  to  Sacceed,  it  may  be  very  instrn- 
mental  in  keeping  the  Savages  at  a  Distance  from  your.  Frontiers, 
thro'  the  Apprehensions  of  being  attacked  at  Home. 

Burton,  by  the  last  Actf*"  from  Albany,  was  perfectly  well,  &  I 
expect  to  see  Him  here  in  a  few  Days,  as  He  will  be  obliged  to  get 
every  Thing  in  readiness  for  The  Reg*  to  take  The  Field,  ft  must 
have  some  Conference  with  Black  Tom  before  His  Departure  for 
England.  The  Packet  brought  no  News  but  the  Military  Promo- 
tions; another  is  soon  expected,  which  will  probably  bring  Acc^  of 
The  Debates  on  The  Subsidy  Bill,  to  which  a  Strong  Opposition  ib 
expected. 

I  am  now  in  great  Hopes  that  I  shall  be  able  in  a  few  Days  to 
pay  Respects  to  you  in  Philadelphia,  and  if  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
accept  of  yoor  kind  Offer  of  Horses,  &c.,  Shall  take  the  Liberty  to 
trouble  you  with  a  Line.  I  beg  you  will  in  the  mean  Time  make 
my  best  Compliments  to  M'.  Allen,  M'.  Hamilton^  and  M'.  Peters, 
&  believe  me^  with  great  sincerity^ 

Dear  Sir, 

your  most  Obedient 

&  faithful  ServS 

THOS.  GAGE. 

Indorsed. — Col*.  Gage. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Sir  Chas.  Hardy,  1756. 

PhUad.,  Feb.  12, 1756. 
Sir, 

I  heartily  congratulate  you  on  the  readiness  with  which  your 
Assembly  have  resolved  to  take  the  part  assigned  them  in  the 
Crown  Point  Expedition,  which  shews  their  zeal  for  the  Cause,  and 
I  am  in  hopes  their  Example  will  have  a  good  Effect  upon  the  other 
Provinces,  that  it  might  upon  mine;  I^sent  their  resolve  imme- 
diately to  the  A88embly,#but  I  am  not  yet  informed  of  what  they 
intend  a^  to  that  Exped*",  but  from  their  delay  am  apprehensive  tbej 
are  not  very  inclinable  to  follow  the  example  your  Province  have  set 

The  Recruiting  officers  here  have  taken  a  good  number  of  Servants 
upon  a  late  order  from  Gen^  Shirley,  which  has  greatly  disobliged 
the  people,  and  the  Assembly  have  addressed  me  upon  the  head 
oom^laining  of  it  as  a  grievance,  contrary  to  Law  and  destractiVe 
of  the  rights  and  propertys  of  the  people.  This  is  a  matter  that 
once  before  in  the  administration  of  Gov.  Thomas  threw  this  Pro- 
vince into  great  confusion,  and  tho'  I  have  no  doubt  conoerniog  the 
rights  of  the  Crown  to  the  personal  service  of  its  subjects  in  defence 
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of  the  Dominioiu,  let  their  priTtte  eontnwtB  be  whftt  they  wiUi  yet 
ia  the  present  Case  I  wish  the  regimeots  could  have  been  oompleted 
by  other  nJteanSi  as  it  lays  a  heavy  and  very  unequal  Burthen  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Provinoe,  and  I  am  affiraid  will  put  my 
Assembly  into  such  a  temper  as  may  hinder  them  from  taking  the 
proper  part  in  the.  Measures  conoerted  for  the  Common  safety, 
which  however  I  shall  do  all  in  my  Power  to  pvevent. 

We  have  an  acb*  that  three  English  ships  of  the  Line  are  arrived 
in  Chesopeak  Bay,  but  I  am  not  sure  it  is  to  be  depended  on. 

Indarsedy 
Draft  to  S'  Charles  Hardy,  12  Feb,  1756. 


Extract  of  a  Letter,  Dated  Charlbstown,  1756. 

Near  the  Waterees  ye  upper  end  of  this  Province,  We  Saw  a 
pretty  many  of  the  Catawba  Indians,  amongst  who"  Was  their 
King,  who  had  lately  been  With  a  Justice,  at  whose  House  we 
Dined,  request*  him  to  find  an  Express  to  this  Province,  letting  him 
know  that  with  his  Approbation  they  were  Ready  &  Willing  to 
Join  J'  Brethren  the  Cherokee  Indians  in  taking  up  the  Hatcmett 
against  the  French  &  Indians  to  the  Northward. 

Indaned. — Catawbas,  Febr'y,  1756 


Gov.  Sharpb  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756.     '^ 

Sir, 

Tour  Letters  of  the  1***  &  2'  lost,  as  well  as  one  dated  the  29*^f  of 
Januy.,  I  am  favoured  with,  &  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  acquaint* 
ing  me  with  the  Steps  you  have  taken  to  prevent  any  future  Incur- 
sions of  the  Indians,  &  for  your  promise  that  I  shall  not  long  remain 
ignorant  of  the  Result  of  the  Treaty  that  was  about  to  be  held  at 
Col**  Johnson's.  Your  Request  in  favour  of  Munier  &  Le  blanc  shall 
be  complied  with,  whenever  they  desire  to  return  to  Phil* ;  the  wife 
&  Family  of  the  first  are  here,  the  other-is  gone  to  look  for  his,  in  a 
distant  part  of  the  Province.  Our  Assembly  meets  the  20*^ :  I  am 
afraid  they  will  not  be  much  inclined  to  comply  with  General  Shir- 
ley's Requisition,  by  sending  Troops  to  act  in  Conjunction  with  those 
of  the  Eastern  Govern**.,  for  by  what  I  can  find,  they  think  the 
General  has  taken  Men  enough  hence  already,  &  will  not  be  recon- 
ciled to  the  Officers  enlisting  Servants  in,  pursuance  of  their  Re- 

*  See  p.  657.  f  ^®  V*  ^^* 
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• 

einiting  Instniotions.  I  hope  the  Begiments  are  nearly  completed, 
or  that  the  General  will  very  shortly  countermand  such  Orders, 
otherwise  I  don't  know  to  what  Lengths  the  People's^lesentment 
might  carry  them.  We  are  told  that  the  Packett  from  Falmonth  is 
arrived  at  N.  York.  I  should  he  glad  to  learn  what  is  done  or  ia 
Agitation  at  home,  if  any  Letters  that  came  hy  her,  directed  for  me, 
lye  in  your  Post  Office,  I  should  he  extremely  ohiiged  to  yoa  for 
getting,  and  sending  them  hither  by  Express,  else  as  the  Post  from 
Philadelphia  to  Annapolis  is  so  very  irregular,  I  may  not  get  them 
this  Month.  In  what  Temper  does  Your  Assembly  meet,  or  have 
they  granted  any  farther  Supplies  7  if  they  set  us  a  laudable  Exam- 
ple^ be  kind  enough  to  intimate  as  much. 

To  Sir, 

Your  most  humble 

&  most  obed .  Servant 

HORO.  SnARPE. 

Annapolis, 

Feby.  the  14, 1756. 

Indorsed. 
Gov.  Sharpe,  Fib.  14,  1756. 
Bead  in  Council,  4  March,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Sir.  Chas,  Hardib,  1766. 

Philad%  15%  Feby.   1757. 

Sir: 

I  rec*.  your  favour  of  y«  9'*  Ins*,  &  cannot  but  think  w**  you  y* 
y"  Speech  of  y«  French  Officer,  of  w*"*  you  sent  me  a  Copy,  was  only 
a  piece  of  Finesse,  calculated  to  intimidate  and  induce  those  Indians 
either  to  join  w*''  them  or  to  stand  neuter.  But  tho'  it  seems  im- 
practicable for  them,  at  this  Season  of  y"  y 6^1*1  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion their  Threat  of  attacking  y"  Fort  at  Oswego,  yet  I  wish  y*  In- 
dian who  sent  this  piece  of  Intelligence,  had  also  immediately 
communicated  it  to  y*  Command'  of  y*  Fort,  y*  he  might  ha?e  been 
upon  his  guard,  &  prepared  for  it. 

I  fear  Col.  Johnson  was  deceived  in  y*  Indian  he  employed  to 
carry  his  Message  to  y"  Delawares,  &  y*  he  did  not  report  faithfully 
their  Answer;  for  besides  y  Intelligence  sent  me  by  Scarroyady  & 
And"^.  Montour  y*  y*  Delawares  declared  they  would  pay  no  regard  to 
any  Message  y  6  Nations  should  send  them  in  our  favour,  there  has 
never  since  been  any  Intermission  of  their  ravages  &  Murders  upon 
our  back  Inhabitants,  and  so  lately  as  on  or  ab*  y«  28^*"  of  last  Month 
they  fell  upon  &  destroyed  some  of  our  Settlem**.  npon  Joniatta,  at 
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ShermaBB  Valle j,  by  CanalowtySi  and  marder'd  or  oarry'd  off  aboye 
40  of  y*  people. 

I  rejoieeVith  yoa  on  yonr  Saccess  in  prevailing  on  yonr  Assembly 
to  make  an  Addition  to  His  Ma' tie's  present  fory«  Indians,  &  I  sball 
press  y  Assembly  here  to  do  something  in  y'  way,  &,  if  I  succeed, 
shall  have  y*  hononr  to  write  you  further  upon  something  in  y<  way. 

The  time,  as  you  observe,  fixt  for  y«  Packet's  Stay,  is  indeed  too 
short  for  y*  remote  Oovemm^*  sending  their  Dispatches  in  time  for 
to  return,  &  I  hope  on  your  representation  of  y*  matter,  it  will  be  pro- 
longed.'*' ' 

Indorgedf 
.  Governor  Morris  to  Sir.  Charles  Hardie,  16*«  Febry.  1766. 


Wm.  Trbnt  to  Bichard  Pbtbrs,  1766. 

Carlisle,  Sunday  Evening,  15  Feb,  1756. 

Sir: 

Wensday  Evening  two  Lads  were  taken  or  killed  at  the  Widow 
Cox's,  just  under  Pamelle's  Nob,  and  a  Lad  who  went  from 
McDowell's  Mill  to  see  what  fire  it  was  never  returned,  the  Horse 
coming  back  with  the  Reins  over  his  Neck ;  they  burnt  the  House 
and  Shot  down  the  Cattle.  Just  now  came  News  that  a  Party  of 
Indian  Warriors  were  cqme  out  against  the  Inhabitants  from  some 
of  the  Sasquehannah  Towns,  and  yesterday  some  People  who  were 
over  in  Shurman's  Valley,  discovered  fresh  Tracts;  ail  the  People 
have  left  their  Houses  betwixt  this  and  the  Mountain,  some  ccme  to 
Town  and  others  gathering  into  little  Forts ;  they  are  moving  their 
Effects  from  Shippensburgh,  every  one  thinks  of  flying  *,  unless  the 
Government  fall  upon  some  effectual  Method,  &  that  immediately, 
of  securing  the  Frontiers,  there  will  not  be  one  Inhabitant  in  this 
Valley  one  Month  longer.  There  is  a  few  of  us  endeavour  to  keep 
up  the  Spirits  of  the'  People.  We  have  f)roposcd  going  upon  the 
Enemy  to-morrow,  but  whether  a  Number  sufficient  can  be  got  I 
cannot  tell,  no  one  scarce  seems  to  be  effected  with  the  distress  of  their 
Neighbours,  and  for  that  reason  none  will  Stir  but  those  that  are 
next  the  Enemy  &  in  immediate  danger.  A  Fort  in  this  Town  would 
have  saved  this  part  of  the  County,  but  I  doubt  this  Town  in  a  few 
days  will  be  deserted  if  this  party  that  is  out  should  kill  any  people 
nigh  here.  I  was  of  opinion  the  Forts,  as  they  were  built,  would  be 
of  no  service;  I  was  laughed  at  for  it,  but  now  the  Inhabitants  here 

*  See  the  letter  to  which  this  is  an  answer,  in  Colonial  Records,  Vol.  YIL 
p.  41. 
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are  oonvinoed  of  it.    I  wrote  »>r  the  Militiai  and  Expeet  aa  wumtt 
bj  the  Post 

I  am  in  Haste^  Sir, 

Yonr  moat  hnmb.  S^ 

WILLIAM  TRENT. 
Directed. 
To  Richard  Peters,  Esq*-, 
in  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed.— Yfm.  Trent,  15  Febr'y,  1756. 


Gov  Morris  to  Gkn.  Shirley,  1756. 

Phihid',  16  Feb,  1756 
Sir: 

I  have  the  Honor  to  enclose  joa  an  adress  from  the  Assembly  of 
this  Province  to  me,  relating  to  the  inliatment  of  Indentured  aer- 
vantSy  and  my  answer  to  it ;  you  will  observe  by  the  former  how  dis- 
agreable  that  matter  is  to  them,  and  the  reasons  they  offer  against  it 
are  certainly  oogent  and  strong,  and  I  am  satisfied  your  great  regard 
for  the  people  of  this  country  will  induce  you  to  put  a  stop  to  a  pne- 
tice  so  injurious  to  the  propertys  of  many  of  them,  if  it  can  be  done 
Consistent  with  his  Majesty's  service  and  the  gen'  Interest  of  this 
continent.  As  to  the  Legality  of  inlisting  servants,  no  one  can  Judge 
better  of  that  matter  than  yourself,  wheae  knowledge  and  abilities  in 
the  laws  of  England  make  you  perfectly  acquaint^  with  the  righto 
both  of  the  King  and  people. 

I  shall  only  say,  that  I  am  fearful!  this  affair  of  the  serv**  will 
throw  my  Assembly  into  such  a  temper  as  may  hinder  them  from 
taking  the  part  they  otherwise  would  in  the  operations  of  the  yeir. 

Directed. — (General  Shirley. 

Indorsed.— D(t.  to  Qen»  Shirley,  Feb^  16th,  1756. 


Edward  Shippbn  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Honoured  Sir: 

The  People  who  supplied  Waggons  &  Horses  for  the  Use  of  Gene- 
ral Braddock's  Army,  understood  by  Commiaary  Leake,  when  the 
Commissioners  were  settling  their  Acoo%  that  their  money  should  be 
paid  in  this  Borough  on  the  20th  Instant;  but  as  he  is  since  gone 
away,  they  are  very  uneasie  lest  they  should  be  obliged  to  go  to 

*  Sec  Gov.  Shirley's  reply,  on  page  587. 
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Philad*  for  tbcir  money,  wbioh  would  bo  a  great  Hardship,  especially 
to  tbe  poorer  Sort;  many  of  wbom  live  in  Cumberland  County,  and 
can  neither  bear  the  Ezpences  of  so  long  a  Journey,  nor  would  chuso 
to  be  long  absent  from  their  Wives  &  Children  in  these  dangerous 
times,  while  the  Enemy  oontinoes  on  the  Frontiers. 

Your  Honour  will  be  pleased  to  excuse  this  Freedom,  and  if  I  can 
be  of  any  use  in  this  Affair,  Your  Honour  may  freely  command. 

Sir, 

Your  most  Affectionate, 

Humble  Servant, 

EDW"-  SHIPPEN. 
Lancaster,  17th  Feb.  1756. 

Directed, — ^To  the  Hon"«  the  Governor. 

Indorsed,— "FqV^  17th,  1756.     Mr.  Shippen. 


Gov.  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Boston,  17th  Feb^,  1756. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  day  given  Orders  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Detachment  of  His  Majesty's  Troops  in  Pensilvania,  to  march  from 
thence  so  as  to  be  at  the  City  of  New  York  by  the  15th  day  of 
March  next.  I  make  no  doubt  yon  will  do  every  thing  in  your 
Honour's  power  to  expedite  their  March,  nor  of  your  giving  the 
necessary  Orders  for  providing  them  with  Carriages,  Quarters,  and 
Provisions. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  Regard, 

Your  Honour's  most  Obedient 

and  most  Humble  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

Dtrec/ecZ.-— The  Hon*>«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq', 
/nrfonedf.— Governor  Shirley,  17  Feb'ry,  1756. 

Vol..  n.— 25 
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»Troop8y  I  intend  to  take  with  me  there,  vill'give  me  a  sufficient  Force 
effectually  to  secure  that  Lake,  &  hy  that  one  Stroke  to  give  an  ine- 
coverable  wound  to  all  the  French  Incroachments  upon  the  Great 
Lake  &  Rivers ;  after  w^  Fort  Duquesne  may  very  easily  be 
reduc'd  in  the  Course  of  the  Summer,  if  the  French  should  not 
abandon  it  without  waiting  'till  they  should  be  attack'd  there.  What 
an  effect  this  would  have  at  the  same  time  in  our  favour  upon  all  the 
Indians  on  the  Continent,  I  need  not  observe. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  find  that  the  measures,  w^  Got*. 
Dinwiddle  hath  taken  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  have  had  so  good 
success  -I  »  *  *  *  *  heartily  wish  these  measures,  together 
with  those  he  is  pursuing  with  the  the  Catawba's  may  induce  them 
to  furnish  the  number  of  men,  they  proposed,  w<^  certainly  will  be 
of  great  Service  in  the  Operations  of  the  next  Campaigne ;  1000  of 
these  Indians  joining  with  4000  men  of  the  Southern  Colonies  will 
doubtless  be  sufficient  to  do  every  thing  necessary  on  that  side,  & 
nothing  seems  wanting  to  enable  us  to  carry  every  point  against  the 
French  this  year,  but  the  Southern  Colonies  exerting  themselvee  in 
the  same  proportion  with  the  Eastern  ones,  and  sending  3000  men 
to  join  the  Regulaf  Troops,  intended  for  the  Operations  on  the  Lake 
Ontario,  &o. 

I  can't  but  hope  that  your  Honour  will  see  these  matters  in  the 
same  light  with  me,  &  do  every  thing  in  your  power  with  (he  Assem- 
bly of  your  Governm*  to  induce  them  to  enable  you  €o  funnsh  the 
Quota  of  that  Dominion,  for  repelling  the  French  of  Canada  at  this 
most  critical  Conjuncture,  &  before  they  are  strengthen'd  with  fresh 
Reinforcements  from  France,  from  their  dangerous  Incroachments 
upon  his  majesty's  Territories,  &  for  putting  an  £nd  to  the  Ravages 
&  Depredations  of  them  and  the  Indians  in  their  Interest  within  the 
Borders  of  his  Majesty's  western  Colonies  upon  this  Continent:  with 
regard  to  myself,  your  Honour  may  depend  on  my  doing  every  thing 
in  my  power  for  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers  of  Pensilvania  in 
particular. 

As  it  is  necessary  that  an  Officer  of  Rank  in  his  Majesty's  Army 
should  be  appointed  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  all  the  Forces 
rais'd  in  the  Colonies  of  Pensilvania,  Maryland  &  Virginia,  &  South 
Carolina  to  be  employ'd  in  an  Expedition  against  Fort  Duquesne ;  I 
have  appointed  for  that  purpose  Gov'  Sharpe,  whom  his  Majesty  was 
pleas'd  before  the  arrival  of  the  late  General  Braddock  in  North 
America,  to  appoint  to  the  like  but  more  extensive  command. 
I  am  with  Esteem  and  Regard, 
Si^        Your  Honour's  most  Humble 

and  most  obedient  Servant, 

W.  SHlRLEf. 
Hon^^"  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 
Indorged, 

Gen'  Shirley,  about  ye  operations  of  ye  summer;  1756;  and  the 
numbers  necessary. 
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Gov.  DiNWiDDiB  TO  Gov.  MoRRIS,  1756. 

Williamsburg,  Feb^r,  21»*  1756. 
Sir: 

I  rec*  Yoars  of  the  1"<  of  this  Month,  and  obserre  Ton  have 
made  a  Tour  into  the  Back  Country,  and  built  several  Forts  for  the 
Protection  of  Your  Frontier,  which  surely  is  a  necessary  Work  in 
these  perilous  Times,  &  so  far  necessary  for  the  defensiye  Part,  but 
I  was  in  hopes  something  wou'd  have  been  concerted  either  to  attack 
Fort  Duquesne,  or  to  build  a  Fort  on  the  other  side  of  the  moun- 
tains as  a  Barrier  against  the  Invasions  of  the  brutal  Enemy.  Col^ 
Washington  who  is  gbne  to  Gen'  Shirley,  has  my  orders  to  call  on 
*You  in  his  return,  to  know  what  plan  of  Operations  is  proposed  for 
next  Campaign,  &  am  of  Opinion  if  Pensylvania,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, N*  Carolina  shou'd  heartily  engage  in  an  Expedition  against 
the  Enemy,  the  other  side  of  the  Mountains  that  we  may  be  able  to 
gall  them ;  &  the  more  so,  as  I  have  reason  to  expect  a  good  num- 
ber of  the  Southern  Indians  to  join  our  Forces— I  have  wrote  Gen'. 
Shirley,  if  this  is  thought  proper  he  shou'd  appoint  an  Officer  to 
command ;  &  so  send  us  some  Ingineers  to  manage  the  Great  Guns, 
there  are  four  twelve  Pounders  of  Brass  sent  in  here,  &  four  more  at 
Winchester  of  Iron,  if  the  General  does  not  send  for  them  to  N. 
York. 

I  have  got  built  a  pretty  many  Forts  in  Augusta,  Frederick  & 
Hampshire,  to  protect  our  Frontiers  A  to  remain  on  the  Defensive 
till  we  hear  from  Home ;  my  Private  Letters  give  some  glimering 
hopes  of  Peace,  if  so  I  wish  the  French  may  not  out  wit  us  in  their 
Councils,  and  if  Peace,  I  hope  it  will  be  with  Honour  to  the  Nation 
ftfter  the  vast  Expence  they  have  been  at. 

Our  Forces  and  the  Cherokee  Indians,  as  I  formerly  wrote  You  arc 
under  Orders  to  march  against  the  Shawnesse,  &  I  believe  they  have 
inarched  from  Augusta  County  about  ten  Days.  And  our  Comis- 
fiianers  to  the  Catawbas  &  Cherokees  have  been  gone  a  Fortnight^  I 
9hall  on  their  return  give  You  acc^  of  their  Proceedings. 

I  hope  Your  Assembly  will  with  Spirit  &  Resolution  give  You  a 
farther  supply.  Our  Assembly  meets  next  month,  when  I  shall 
earnestly  endeavour  to  obtain  our  Quota  of  men  for  Crown  Point 
&c.,  but  I  really  believe  it  will  not  be  in  my  Power  to  prevail  with 
them. 

We  have  had  1140  Neutrals  from  N  Scotia,  which  gives  great  un- 
easiness to  our  People,  we  have  rec*  them  &  now  maintain  them  by 
my  Order  &  the  Councils ;  but  whether  the  Asscmbly^'will  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  make  some  Provision  for  them  is  very  uncertain ;  &  I 
complain  of  Gov  Lawrence's  not  giving  us  some  previous  notice  of 
their  coming  that  we  might  be  prepar'd  to  receive  them. 

I  entreat  You  to  send  me  notice  what  Your  Assembly  has  done^ 
which  probably  may  be  of  Service  with  our  People ;  I  sincerely 
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wish  Yon  Health  &  Sacoess  in  all  Yoar  Applications  to  thenii  I  re- 
h .  main  with  great  Regard. 

^  Sir, 

Your  most  li*^*  Servant, 

ROBT.  DINWIDDIE. 
Gov.  Morris. 
Indorsed. — Gov'.  Dinwiddie. 


Gen.  Shirley  to  Gov,  Morris,  1756. 

Boston,  Feb  23, 1756. 
Dear  Sir :—  » 

I  am  sorry  to  give  you  the  trouble  of  the  Inclos'd  ;  I  must  farther 
beg  the  favour  of  you  to  give  orders  to  some  justifiable  person  to 
assist  the  officers,  who  shall  be  molested  in  the  service,  both  with 
respect  to  their  defcudiug  themselves  in  actions,  w*"^  may  be  brought 
ag'  them,  and  prosecuting  in  such  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  com- 
mence ag*  others  for  Injuries  done  them.  I  am  determined  the  point 
shall  be  brought  to  a  peremptory,  authoritative  Decision  from  home, 
in  some  shape  or  other.  Whatever  Assistanco  or  Advice  you  can 
give  the  officers,  without  involving  yourself  in  any  Disputes  or  Trou- 
ble, whatever  with  your  Assembly  or  People,  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
you  for,  But  would  by  no  means  desire  you  to  run  the  least  risque 
of  doing  that. 

As  it  seem'd  necessary  for  me  to  appoint  some  person  to  the  Chief 
Command  of  the  Western  Forces,  w*^  should  bo  employed  in  an 
Expedition  against  Fort  du  Quesne,  &o.,  and  the  circumstances  of 
Gov'  Sharpe  having  been  appointed  to  a  like  Command  before  hy 
the  King,  with  a  Brevet  Commission  of  L*  Colonel  in  his  Army  for 
that  purpose,  I  thought  my  self  likewise  under  a  necessity  of  pitch- 
ing upon  him  for  the  Command,  and  sending  a  Commission  to  him. 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you.  Dear  Sir,  for  supplying  my  late  son, 
Shirley,  with  the  sums  expressed  in  two  notes,  w*"^  M'.  Alexander 
bath  shew'd  me,  and  I  have  order'd  paym^  of,  together  with  the  bal-  ' 
ance  w^^  you  paid  Capt°  Orme  for  him. 

He  will  give  directions  concerning  the  list  of  things  you  have  been 
80  kind  as  to  transmit  to  him  ioclos'd  in  your  letter. 

Wishing  you  all  success  and  happiness  in  your  Publick  and  Pri- 
vate Affairs,  I  am,  most  affectionately. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Friend  and  Serv*, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

Hon*««  R.  H.  Morris,  Esq'. 

Indorsed. 

Gen*  Shirley — that  I  would  favour  the  officers  that  may  be  dis- 
tressed in  the  recruiting  service. 

Boston,  Feb  23, 1756.      • 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gbn.  Shirlkt,  1756. 

Philad.,  Feb.  24, 1756. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  a  few  days  ago,  &  since  have  the  hononr  of  yours 
ID  answer  to  one  from  the  President  of  the  Council  about  indented 
Servants,  and^tho'  the  Burthen,  will  fall  much  heavier  upon  this 
Province  than  any  of  the  others,  as  we  have  a  much  greater  number 
of  Servants  of  that  kind  than  any  of  them.  Yet  as  his  Majestys 
service  is  at  this  Juncture  so  much  concerned  in  having  the  regi- 
ments filled  in  time,  and  there  was  little  reason  to  think  they  womd 
soon  be  done  by  the  ordinary  method  of  recruiting,  I  must  approve 
of  the  determination  you  have  given  as  to  that  matter,  having  no 
doubts  in-  my  own  mind  as  to  the  Legality  of  takins  into  his  Ma* 
jestys  service  any  subject  that  offers  himself;  for  that  purpose,  I 
immediately  sent  your  letter  to  the  Assembly  in  hopes  it  would  sa- 
tisfy them,  but  they  adjourned  upon  it  for  a  week  without  any  reason 
assigned,  or  indeed  giving  me  notice  of  it.  I  have  taken  some  pains 
to  come  at  their  intentions  as  to  the  Grown  Point'  expedition,  but 
cannot  learn  what  they  mean  to  do,  or  whether  they  will  do.  any 
thing. 

Immediately  upon  my  return  from  the  frontier  counties  I  ap- 
pointed Commissioners,  in  Conjunction  with  M'.  Leake,  to  settle 
the  demands  upon  the  Crown,  for  the  service  done  by  order  of  Oen' 
Braddock,  pursuant  to  your  former  letter  to  me  on  that  head,  and 
of  your  Instructions  to  M".  Leake,  &  they  sat  ten  days  at  Lancaster 
upon  the  accounts  brought  in  by  the  People  of  this  Province,  which 
they  have  adjusted,  and  are  now  sitting  in  this  town  upon  those  of  Vir- 
ginia &  Maryland,  and  in  as  little  time  as  Possible,  will  complete 
and  settle  the  whole.  M^^.  Leake  and  the  other  officers  assure  me 
that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  settled  these  matters  with* 
out  the  aid  of  men  of  weight  here,  and  that  the  savings  on  the  part 
of  the  Crown  through  their  means  will  be  very  considerable,  but  as 
I  shall  send  jour  Excellency  their  Report  at  large,  when  the  whole 
is  finished,  I  will  not  trouble  you  further  upon  the  subject  at  pre* 
sent. 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  inclose  you  with  this  a  map  of  part  of  this 
Province,  west  of  the  Sasquehaua,  where  you  will  see  the  situation 
of  the  several  forts  I  have  caused  to  be  erected  there  for  the 
defence  of  the  inhabitants.  I  am  getting  another  map  made  of  the 
Country  between  Sasquehana  &  Delaware,  with  the  several  forts  and 
blockhouses,  which  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  send  you  soon,  and 
would  my  assembly  but  oblige  the  People  in  the  pay  of  the  Province 
to  do  their  duty,  we  might  be  tolerably  safe,  but  without  Disciplioe 
you  are  sensible  no  troops  are  to  be  kept  long  upon  a  disagreeable 
service. 

M'.  Benzil  h&s  been  more  successful  in  his  recruitmg  than  any 
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other  officer  this  way,  having  already  returned  as  he  tells  me  about 
^  seventy  men  to  the  regiment,  he  is  still  upon  that  seryioe^  and  I  be- 

lieve meets  with  the  same  success. 
Oen^  Shirley. 

Indorsed, 
Dft  tp  a  en'  Shirley.    Feb'y  24, 1756. 


Rsv.  Mr*  SPAKaENBSBG  TO  Gov.  M.y  1756. 

Hay  it  please  your  Honour, 

I  beg  leave  humbly  to  address  y'  Hon'  on  behalf  of  the  Indian 
Refugees,  residing  for  this  time  at  Bethlehem. 

It  is  now  three  months  that  they  live  here,  and  have  behaved  them- 
selves well,  and  better  indeed  than  one  could  expect. 

We  take  care  to  give  them  good  Instructions,  and  they  also  take 
them  to  Heart,  and  encourage  our  hopes  for  them. 

Their  children  come  to  School,  and  like  to  be  taught  reading,  and 
to  hear  of  their  Maker  and  Redeemer. 

Now  I  have  been  informed  that  there  are  some  Indians  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  that  y  Honour  designs  to  call  the  above  mentioned  In- 
dians also  down. 

I  must  own,  that  I  fear  their  meeting  with  other  Indians,  who 
are  notorious  and  professed  Slaves  to  the  Devil,  and  who  boast  of 
their  wicked  ways,  will  prove  hurtfull  to  their  Souls.  For  they  have 
not  yet  taken  so  deep  Roots  in  the  Christian  Faith,  that  they  will 
stand  the  Trials  common  in  such  Companies,  at  least  there  are  many 
of  them,  who  thereby  could  be  hurted. 

Could  y  Hon'  take  a  way  less  dangerous  for  them,  it  would  be 
acting  the  part  of  a  good  and  loving  Father  for  the  Country  in  gene- 
ral, and  for  such  poor  distressed  creatures,  who  nevertheless  are  an^ 
object  of  the  great  Mercies  of  our  Saviour,  in  particular. 

Will  y'  Honour  Favour  me  with  your  commands  and  orders, con- 
cerning the  8*  Indians  here  with  us;  I  will  do  what  I  can  to  shew 
myself,  as 

T'  Honours, 

most  humble  and 

obedient  Servant, 

SPANQENBBRa. 
Bethl;  Fob'y  28, 1756. 

Indorsed. 

Spangcnburg,  28  Feb.,  1756,  read  in  Council,  4  March,  1756. 

Directed. 
To  the  Hon^i*  Roberi  Hunter  Morris,  Esq^,  at  Philadelphia. 
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Wm.  Ooilvib  to  Gov.  Morris,  1766. 

EastoD.  29  th  February.  1756. 
Sir: 

Thifl  daj  lix  of  onr  men  and  one  of  the  Granadiers  deserted  from 
hence.  I  have  sent  a  Serjeant  and  12  men  in  pursuit  of  them,  and 
am  in  great  hopes  they  will  overtake  them ;  if  they  should  not,  am 
affraid  it  will  be  of  bad  oonsequence,  as  8  of  them  have  bin  Deserters 
from  the  French^  and  yery  much  used  to  the  Indians,  and  can  talk 
the  Indian  Language.  Mr.  Parsons  has  wrote  to  all  his  friends 
about  Bethlehem,  and  that  way,  so  that  I  am  in  great  hopes  they 
will  be  apprehended.  I  cannot  conceive  the  Eeason  of  their  going 
off,  as  they  have  been  as  well  used  as  its  posable  for  People  to  be 
used,  Boath  as  to  Provision  and  every  thing  else.  Nothing  more  to 
add^  I  am  with  all  due  Begard, 

Your  Honours  Most  Obed't  &  most 

Hum'ble  Servant, 

WILL.  OGILVIB. 

Wm.  OgUvie,  29  Feb'ry,  1756,  Bead  in  Council,  4  March,  1756. 

Directed 

On  his  Majesty's  Service,  To  the  Honourable  Bobert  Hunter  Mor- 
ris,  Esq',  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Sir  Charles  Hardt  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Fort  George,  New  York.  2gth  FeVy.  1756. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  I  send  you  copys  of  a  Beport  of  a  Scouting  Party  under 
Cap*.  Bogers,  from  Fort  William  Henry,  and  the  Examination  of 
a  French  Prisoner  taken  by  him,  by  which  your  Honour  will  see 
the  French  are  moving  Troops  and  Provisions  to  Crown  Pointy  and 
which  Post  they  are  also  Strengthening  with  New  Works. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  the  Colonys  delay  taking  the  necessary  measures 
for  this  Years  Campaign.  I  have  not  yet  received  any  advices  from 
the  Eastern  Governments;  that  their  Assemblys  have  made  any  Pro- 
yiaion  for  famishing  the  quotas  agreed  upon  at  the  Council  of  Warr 
held  in  this  City,  and  I  fear  if  measures  are  not  speedily  taken,  we 

*  <*  Read  in  CounoU  Mar.  4 ;"  Indorsement— not  noticed  in  Minutes. 

25* 
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other  officer  this  way,  hkring  already  rebaneir'  ^      ■**"  "F**d 
MTeolj  meo  to  the  legimeot,  he  is  still  upor,^  ^ 
lieTe  meets  with  the  same  sacoees.  ^  f       *y>  ""*  *  """J 

QetfShirlej.  //      «i  the  BoUw.rt, 

Dftt,  Gen.  Shirley,    f  eb-y  24,v/ /  ,  »™i»  =^»7J 

-/         ,       .iog  Settlement. 

,V  ^      A  one  Bftron  Laho  Wil- 

BeV.  Mb.  SfaT     >'  ..le  Country,  and  had  foaod 

^  .uO  Fortfl  of  Osveffo,  and  tbo  For- 

Ha;  it  please  your  V  •  ■•  ^  farther  enqniry,  I  fouDd  this  fellow 

I  bee  leare  bnir'     .->*'  Shirley's  Regiment,  and  from  Major  Kin- 

Refngeea,  reaidl'  ^,  /or'"" ;  1  judged  it  neooaMry  to  have  this  man 

ItiBiiowt!        ^  tonohiag  this  matter,  and  deured  the  Major  to 

tcIveB  «<  II  i'»  ^'>^3>  which  he  promised  me,  but  dnce  he  ao- 

^B  t  .be  was  informed  he  vss  oommitted  to  some  Prisoa 

tbem  '  P°°  which  I  wrote  to  Goveraor  Belcher,  who  wriUs 

rp     *  [bat  upon  inquiry  he  learos  this  man  is  now  in  Fri- 

^*     0i     ^  .  .     J  Ilia.     I  doubt  the  French  have  too  many  People 

^Jiia  t'lc^  Provinces  to  give  them  information,  and  £  cannot 

P^ak  '[  is  probable  this  fellow  may  be  snch,  if  not,  as  a  Foreigner 

y'ax^  engaged  in  Service  in  one  of  his  Majesty's  Regimentg,  ho 

'ig'jiiTe  no  basiness  to  take  Plans  wherever  he  goes.    I  judged  it 

^Ij  proper  to  give  yon  this  Information,  and  most  desire  the 

fyraot  of  you,  to  have  this  man  strictly  examined  and  aearohed,  hr 

pitoa  and  aeveral  other  papen  my  informant  tella  mo  he  was  rery 

desirous  of  Secreting. 

I  am,  with  great  Regard, 

Sir, 

Your  moat  Obedient, 

Humble  Servant, 

CHAS.  HABDT. 
The  Hon'Me  Gov  Morris. 

Jndoned, 

8'  Charles  Hardy,  Feh'y  29, 1756,  with  the  Report  of  a  Scouting 
party  sent  to  Crown  Point,  &  the.  examination  of  a  Prisoner  taken 
by  Uiem. 
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Lt.  Spearinq  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Reading,  yo  29th  of  Febru'j,  1756.. 

to  Informe  yoa  that  Philip^  White,  one  of  the 
^  lodg'd  in  the  County  Jayle,  is  broke  oat  of  hie 
^  Tone  off;  there  were  one  man  more  went  of  with 

)t  over  the  prison  wall, 
^aour  of  yours  of  the  17th'*'  Instant,  and  am  Sorry  I 
yet  Satisfye  the  doctor,  for  it  will  be  realy  very  hard  for 
^d  Soldiers  of  Gap^  Gates'  Indepd^  Company  to  pay  the  doctor,  as 
there  is  ten  ^  Cent  Stopt  in  England  from  their  neat  Subeistenoe 
for  to  pay  Surgeons  and  Cbaplens,  and  thirefore  have  no  right  to 
pay  heare,  nor  is  it  Customory  for  them  So  to  do;  as  for  the 
Soldiers  of  General  Shirley's  Regiment,  I  Suppose  they  are  on  a 
diferent  establishment ;  however,  I  would  pay  the  money  with  plea- 
sure if  your  honour  orders  it,  as  it  will  be  pittey  he  Should  loose 
Such  a  trifal  of  money,  when  it  appears  he  realy  deserves  it. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  honour's  roost  Oblig'd 

and  humble  Serv', 

WM.  SPEARING. 

Directed, 

(On   his  Majest/s  Service.)    To  the  Hon^*'  Robert  Hunter 
Morris,  K8q^,  Governour  of  Pennsylvinia,  at  Philedelphia. 

lnf7orse(7y 

Wm.  Spearing,  29  Febr'y,  1756. 


G£N*L  Shirlet  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Boston,  Feb'y  29th,  1756. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  late  in  the  Evening  I  receiv'd  the  Favour  of  your 
Letter,  dated  the  16th  Instant,*!'  inclosing  a  Copy  of  the  Assembly's 
Address  to  you  on  the  lltb,  containing  a  Remonstrance  against  the 
Practice  us'd  at  present  by  the  Officers  now  recruiting  within  'your 
Province  of  entertaining  Indented  Servants. 

Tho'  I  have  very  lately  wrote  to  you.  Sir,  upon  this  Head,  and 
might  rest  the  point  in  dispute  upon  your  very  reasonable,  just  & 
clear  Answer  to  the  Address,  yet,  at  the  Instance  of  your  Assembly 

«  See  it,  p.  666.  f  See  it  on  p.  576.  Also  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  46. 
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his  Majesty'^  Service  b  eotisistetit  with  tbe  mvil  Bights  of  tiie  8aV 
jeot  in  a  Charter  QoTemmeal,  &  the  Property  w^  MBsters  have  in 
those  Servants  there;  it  is  at  least  equally  so  in  Pensilvania,  that 
the  Recrniting  Officers  in  that  Province  should  entertain  such  S6^ 
Vants,  when  they  voluntarily  inlist  into  the  King's  Regiments,  unless 
it  can  be  shewn  that  the  Pensilvania  Masters  have  some  special 
property  in  their  Servants,  which  the  Massachusetts  Masters  have 
not,  &  which  destroys  his  Majesty's  Eight  to  their  Service  for  the 
Defence  of  his  American  Dominions  against  the  common  Enemy; 
But  this,  I  have  before  observed,  is  not  founded  in  the  Nature  of 
Oovernm^  in  general,  &  is  contrary  to  the  Practice  of  it  in  the 
English  Constitution. 

As  to  the  inlisting  of  Indented  Servants  into  his  Majesty's  Regi« 
ments  upon  the  Establishment  whenever  officers  of  such  Regiments 
have  recruited  within  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  more 
or  less  of  those  Servants  have  ever  inlisted  into  them ;  particularly 
when  Recruiting  Officers  of  the  Forces  employ'd  in  the  Expedition 
against  the  Spanish  Settlements  in  the  West  Indies  arriv'd  there 
from  Jamaica,  many  indented  Servants  inlisted  with  them,  &  were 
transported  to  Cuba. 

I  am  not  ignorant  that  Pensilvania  hath  afforded  great  Numbers  of 
Recruits  to  the  King's  Forces ;  but  am  not  of  Opinion  with  the  As- 
sembly, that  they  are  equal  to  those  w*^  have  been  rais'd  in  the 
Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  for  my  own  &  Sir  William 
Pepperell's  Regiments,  &  the  three  Regiments  of  Nova  Scotia  within 
those  fourteen  Months,  w'^  may  be  computed  at  upwards  of  1500 
Men ;  besides  which  near  6000  have  been  rais'd  within  it  the  ]ui 
year  for  the  Expeditions  against  the  French  Incroachments  in  Nova 
Scotia  &  against  Crown  Point,  &  the  number  of  Soldiers  rais'd  in  it 
over  and  above  all  these  for  the  protection  of  its  Frontier  exceeds, 
I  believe,  the  Body  of  Men  employ'd  by  the  Government  of  Pensil- 
vania for  the  defence  of  theirs. 

The  Assembly  complain  that  their  Province  is  extremely  drain'd 
of  their  Labourers ;  I  think.  Sir,  that  Pensilvania  hath  not  been 
near  so  much  exhausted  of  them  as  the  Massachusetts  Bay  hath 
been  by  his  Majesty's  Service.  In  the  Expedition  against  Cape 
Breton  that  Province  lost  2000  Men  at  least,  by  Sea  &  Land,  &  up- 
wards of  500  the  year  following  in  the  protection  of  Nova  Sootia. 
The  employing  of  any  considera|>le  Body  of  Troops  for  the  Defence 
of  the  Frontier  of  Pensilvania  is  a  new  Service  within  that  Govern- 
ment ;  but  hath  ever  taken  up  a  great  number  of  Men  io  time  of 
peace  as  well  as  War  within  the  Massachusetts  Bay.  The  Province 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  hath  as  few  Slaves  within  it  as  Pensilvania ; 
the  number  of  its  Inhabitants  constantly  employ'd  in  its  Fisheries, 
Ship-building,  Lumber  Trade  &  navigation  greatly  diminish  the 
number  of  it's  hands  for  Agriculture  &  other  Labour,  &  it  hath  not 
the  Benefit  of  those  Ressoorces  for  augmenting  it's  Inhabitants  from 
the  Northern  parts  of  Germany,  &c.,  w""^  hath  for  many  yean  so 
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fjtM]y  iiiereas'd  the  People  of  Peneilvaniay  yet  thus  exbansted  as  it 
iBy  the  Government  raises  no  Obstacles  to  the  Recraiting  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Forces  within  it,  and  hath  besides  chearfuly  voted  to  raise  a 
nnmber  of  Troops,  w**^  amount  to  a  ninth  part  of  it's  fighting  Men, 
this  year,  towards  the  Defence  of  his  just  Rights  and  Dominions 
upon  this  Continent;  an  example  w<^  I  oan't  but  hope  the  Assem- 
bly  of  Pensilvania  will  think  the  Interest  of  the  Province^  as  well  as 
their  Duty  to  the  Crown,  call  upon  them  to  follow. 

The  Assembly  observe  in  their  Address  how  great  a  Quantity  of 
Provisions  their  Province  supplies  the  King's  Army  with.  This, 
Sir,  seems  to  be  an  advantage,  w°^  should  make  them  easier  under 
the  Inconveniences,  w^*^  attend  his  Majesty's  Service  in  other  Re- 
spects, and  when  they  consider  that  all  the  Men,  w''^  are  now  draw- 
lag  out  of  Pensilvania  for  recruiting  the  King's  Forces,  will  be 
employ'd  in  that  part  of  his  Service,  which  more  immediately  con- 
cerns the  protection  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Province  against  the 
growing  Incroachments  of  the  French;  they  should  as  readily 
acquiesce  in  parting  with  some  ^of  their  indented  Servants  as  any 
Charter  Colony  doth. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into  a  Minute  Examination  of  every 
part  of  the  Deduction,  made  by  the  Assembly,  of  the  mischievous 
Consequences,  which  arise  to  the~  Community  from  the  inlisting  of 
Indented  Servants  into  his  Majesty's  Service ;  some  of  them  seem 
too  remote:  when  a  Country  is  in  danger  of  being  lost  to  the 
£2nemy,  it  is  not  a  time  for  the  Govemm'  of  it  to  enter  into  critical 
Dissertations  whether  the  inlisting  of  Indented  Servants  for  the 
Defence  of  it  may  not  have  a  tendency  to  lessen  the  Importation  of 
them  into  the  Country  for  future'  tillage  of  the  Land,  &  to  increase 
that  of  Slaves.  It  would  certainly  have  been  more  happy  for  the 
Province  of  Pensilvania  to  have  lost  the  Service  of  some  of  their 
bought  Servants  last  year  in  defending  their  Frontiers  against  the 
Incursions  of  the  Enemy,  than  to  have  suffer'd  the  cruel  Ravages 
and  Depopulation  committed  by  them  within  their  Borders. 

I  have  already  acknowledff'd  that  Inconveniences  &  Hardships 
frequently  arise  to  Individuals  Arom  the  inlisting  of  Indented  Ser- 
vants into  the  King's  Regiments.     I  am  as  ready  now  as  ever  to  do 
every  thing  in  my  power  consistent  with  his  Majesty's  Service  to 
remedy  such  as  have  happen'd  or  may  hereafter  happen  in  the 
Province  of  Pensilvania  or  elsewhere.     His  Majesty  hath  order'd 
his  Regiments  employ'd  in  Noirth  America  for  the  defence  pf  his 
just  Rights  and  Dominions,  &  protection  of  his  Subjects  there  to  be 
forthwith  augmented  to  1000  Men  each,  out  of  such  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  those  Colonies  as  will  inlist  into  his  Service ;  he  hath  an  un- 
doubted Right  to  do  this.    If  it  can't  be  done  without  receiving  In- 
dented Servants  into  the  Regiments,  to  forbid  the  Entertainment  of 
them,  or  order  them  to  be  discharg'd  without  being  replac'd  by 
other  Effective  Men  would  very  probably  defeat  the  Service,  for  w«^ 
the  Regiments  were  order'd  by  his  Majesty  to  be  augmented;  whi^ 
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the  Asflembly/I'am  persuaded,  will  upon  further  Considention  think 
would  be  a  most  unwarrantable  prooeeding-in  the  King's  Gfen^  The 
only  Orders,  I  can  jnstify  sending  the  Officers,  upon  this  Occasion, 
w*>^  I  shall  take. care  to  do,  will  be  to  release  such  Indented  Servants 
as  are  willing  to  return  to  their  Masters,  upon  having  good  effective 
Men  offer'd  in  Exchange  for  them ;  as  to  receiving  them  at  first  into 
the  Service,  in  cases,  which  shall  appear  extremely  hard  to  the 
Officers,  they  are  at  liberty  to  refuse  it,  &  will,  I  doubt  not,  act  with 
Discretion ;  the  Intention  of  my  last  Orders  was  only  to  take  off  the 
Bestraint  I  had  before  la/d  upon  them  against  receiving  any  Indent^ 
ed  Servants  which  I  should  not  have  done,  if  the  Regiments  had  met 
with  that  Success  in  their  Recruiting,  as  might  have  been  expected. 
It  must  rest  with  the  Assembly  to  ease  such  Masters  as  may,  not- 
withstanding this,  sustain  any  great  Hardships  by  the  loss  of  one  or 
more  of  their  Servants  in  his  Majesty's  Service,  and  if  in  doing  that 
any  considerable  Burthen  should  fall  upon  the  whole  Community, 
upon  a  Representation  of  it  to  his  Majesty  it  will  doubtless  have  a 
proper  Consideration  given  it ;  and  this,  I  can't  but  hope,  Sir,  the 
Assembly  will,  upon  a  cooler  thought  of  this  Affair,  judge  to  be  a 
more  Eligible  method  of  proceeding  than  to  incite  the  populace  to 
pursue  the- violent  measures  which  the  address  seems  to  point  out  to 
them. 

I  am,  with  great  Regard^ 

Sir, 

Your  Honour's  most  Obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

Indorsed, 

General  Shirley,  Fcb'ry  29, 1756. 


Copy  Gov.  to  Joshua  Fisher,  1756. 

Sir: 

Beiog  informed  y*  you  are  ab*.  publishing  a  Chart  of  y«  Bay  of 
Delaware,  w^  all  y"  Sounds  &  Bearings,  &  such  full  Directions  y* 
Strangers  to  y«  Navigation  of  y«  Bay,  may,  by  y«  help  of  your  Draft, 
bring  Ships  into  the  River  w^  out  a  Pilot ;  TLo'  this  is  a  very  use- 
ful &  comendable  work,  yet,  as  at  this  critical  juncture,  when  from 
the  state  of  affairs  in  £urope,  we  are  in  daily  expectation  of  a  French 
War,  there  is  y^  reason  to  fear;  if  your  map  of  the  Bay  should  be 
published,  some  Copys  of  it  may  fall  into  y*  Enemys  Hiqids.  I 
have  therefore  thought  fit,  by  the  advice  of  the  Councils,  to  order, 
as  I  hereby  do,  that  the  Publication  of  that  Map  or  Chart  be  post- 
poned till  a  more  proper  time;  when  y*  Danger  of  the  Enemys  pay* 
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log  n«  a  visit  from  Sea,  may  be  over,  or  this  city  &  Ptoviaoe  in  a 
better  condition  to  repell  an  Invasion.* 

Phila(i^,  4**  March,  1756. 
To  Josfaoa  Fisher. 

Indorsed-^ 

Dranght  Lre.  to  Joshua  Fisher^  approTod  in  Connoil,  4  Marob, 
1756. 


Joshua  Fishbh  to  '^.  FsTBfts,  1756. 

Philadelphia. 
Friend  » 
Richard  Peters  ) 

In  Conformity  to  the  Governor's  Orders  of  yesterday,  I  thought 
it  a  point  of  duty  to  in  form  the  Governor  what  is  subjoin'd  Con- 
cerning the  Chart  of  Delaware  Bay,  just  publish*,  which,  if  thou 
will  please  to  Communicate  to  him  to  know  his  further  Pleasure^ 
shall  take  it  as  a  singular  favour. 

When  I  undertook  many  years  ago  to  take  a  survey  of  Delaware 
Bay,  in  order  to  draw  a  Chart  thereof,  being  encouraged  thereto  by 
sundry  persons,  among  whom  was  our  Propriatary  Thomas  Penn,  to 
whom  I  was  recommended  by  the  Magistrates  for  a  D.  Surveyor,  & 
60  being  fomish'd  with  Materials  about  two  years  ago,  was  again  ap- 
ply'd'to  by  sundry  persons,  Merchants  &  others,  to  get  the  work  per- 
fectea ;  with  whom  I  consented  to  do  it,  provided  I  could  get  Sub- 
scriptions to  defray  only  the  Charge  of  Engraving  &  printing  them, 
&  agreeing  with  a  Workman  to  accimplish.  It  amounted  to  near  a 
hundred  Pounds  Cur^^.,  for  which  Subscriptions  were  then  taken  of 
the  Gentlemen  of  this  City  to  the  said  Amf.^  &  as  the  Ezpence  as 
well  as  my  own  great  pains  &  trouble  in  the  above ;  the  latter  I  am 
very  easy  about,  only  therefore  request,  as  the  Plates  are  Engraved, 
&  a  quantity  of  Coppies  struck  off,  that  I  jnay  have  the  liberty  to  do- 
liver  to  the  Gentlemen  who  have  subscribed  to  defray  the  Charge  of 
^100  as  above,  otherwise  it  will  be  very  oppressive  to  bear  so  great 
an  Ezpenoe,  besides  my  own  time  &  trouble,  when  the  motive  for 
doing  it  was  at  the  repeated  Solicitation  of  manj/  Considerable  Men, 
&  also,  in  point  of  humanity,  for  the  saving  Mens  Lives  &  Etitatesy 
having  been  eye  witness  of  many  vessels  &  cargoes  lost,  &  the  peo- 
ple sometimes  with  them,  for  want  of  knowledge,  iiP  the  Bay ;  &  aa 
I  had  observed  that  Correct  Charts  were  publish*  of  many  llarbours 
in  North  America,  where  I  had  been,  especially  those  places  where 
Alen  of  War  come,  as  they  generally  have  Artists  qualified  for  such 

*  See  J,  Fisher's  letter  below — Indorsed,  approved'  in  Council,  March  4, 
1756. 
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purposes;  all  wbich  Motives  I  thongbt  both  laadable  &  WamntaUe, 
&  justly  deserved  the  Conntenance  of  all  well  wishers  to  this  Pro- 
vince, &  here  I  beg  leave  to  add  my  Sentiments  concerns  an  Enemy 
making  use  of  said  Chart,  I  have  sent  one  for  the  Governor's  pe- 
rusal. 

First, ^then,  there  is  in  the  season  for  Navigation,  above  three 
Score  Pilots,  that  Constantly  Cruise  oflf  the  Capes,  that  always  the 
Enemy's  Vessels  never  wanted  a  Pilot  when  on  the  Coast,  ft  the 
Accidents  hinted  at  before,  of  losing  our  Vessels,  has  been  generally 
in  the  winter  Season,  when  the  Pilots  Boats  are  hailed  ashore,  ft 
cannot  attend. 

Secondly,  as  the  Chart  has  layd  in  it  all  the  Shoals  &  dangers,  I 
apprehend  there  are  much  more  dreaded  danger  to  adventure,  unless 
foro'd  to  it,  than  any  person  would  conceive  without  the  Chart,  6o 
that  I  am  well  satisfied  it  would  be  rather  a  Terror  than  an  eneour- 
agement  to  adventure  such  an  Errand  without  a  Pilot,  wbich  as  is 
before  observed  can  always  be  readily  got. 

Thirdly,  this  Chart  is  only  calculated  to  bring  Ships  out  of  danger 
from  Sea,  &  shows  them  but  about  20  miles  in  the  River,  &  the  re- 
maining part  very  intricate,  tho'  not  dangerous,  is  another  strong 
inducement  no  Enemy  will  attempt  coming  up  so  dangerous  a  Bay  ft 
a  long  difficult  River  without  good  Pilots,  which  hope  may  ne^er 
happen. 

All  which  is  humbly  offer'd  to  Consideration. 

I  subscribe  thy  oblig'.  Friend, 

JOSA.  FISHER. 

N.  B.  Some  few  have  been  deliver',  before  notice,  as  also  some 
few  sent  to  England. 

Direction,  # 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed, 

Joshua  Fisber,  reced  5^  March,  1755,  day  after  tbe  Gov**.  Lre. 

*  The  preceding  letter  from-the  Gov.,  is  dated  (in  a  different  hand  from  the 
body)  March  4,  1766,  and  indorsed  "  approTed  in  Council,  Mar.  4,  1766." 
there  is  a  minute  of  that  date,  but  no  notice  taken  of  it.  The  above  letter 
has  no  date,  but  is  indorsed,  <*reced.,6th  March,  1766,  day  after  the  Gotn. 
letter,"  which  corresponds  to  the  allusion  in  the  first  line,  except  as  to  the 
year.  The  map,  it  is  believed,  was  published  in  1766,  there  is  therefore 
some  uncertainty  as  to  the  year.  Bnt  it  was  when  the  French  fleet  was  ex- 
pected daily,  as  was  tho  case  in  May,  1766.  See  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  VIIm 
p.  121.  It  is  thoiefore  placed  in  this  year.  Some  of  these  maps  are  in  ex- 
istence—a translation  of  it  into  French  was  published  in  1778 — a  copy  prin- 
ted in  the  2d  part  of  N.  A.  Pilot,  May  12, 1794,  was  used  in  the  trial  before 
Hon.  Jno.  Sergeant  in  the  *' Pea  patch  case,"  see  the  report  of  that  ca&e 
Senate  doc,  No.  21,  p.  46,  1848. 
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Instructions  to  John  Ross,  1756. 

The  Honourable  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS,  Esquire,  Gover- 
nor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Per  nsjlvania, 
and  Counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent  and  Sussex  on  Dela  /rare. 

To  M^  John  Ross,  of  the  Manor  of  Conestogo. 

You  are  to  take  the  Indians  now  in  Town  into  Your  Charge,  and 
Care  and  Conduct  them  to  the  Manor  of  Conestogo,  the  place  where 
they  have  agreed  to  reside  for  the  present. 

As  the  minds  of  the  Inhabitants  are  not  a  little  disturbed  at  the 
Murders  committed  by  the  Enemy  Indians,  and  the  People  living  on 
the  Road,  and  such  as  you  may  meet  may  not  be  well  disposed  to- 
wards them,  D'.  Thompson,  one  of  the  Magistrates  of  the  County  of 
Lancaster,  will  accompany  you  and  assist  you. 

You  will  easily  conceive  that  if  the  Indians  are  suffered  to  sepa- 
rate or  straggle  upon  the  Road,  or  to  get  Drunk,  they  will  be  in 
danger  of  their  Lives.  You  must  therefore  keep  them  altogetheri 
and  see  that  they  are  perfectly  sober  and  of  good  Behaviour. 

You  are  to  seat  them  on  the  Manor  of  Conestogo,  at  the  place^ 
wbere  the  Indians  have  lived  for  some  time  past,  or  as  near  to  it  as 
you  can  Conveniently,  and  were  Sheds  are  wanting,  you  are  to  get 
them  put  up  and  fitted  with  all  necessary  Accommodations. 

You  are  to  supply  them  with  Provisions  and  Necessarys  which 
you  will  purchase  or  agree  for  at  the  cheapest  Rates,  and  as  soon  as 
you  can  make  any  Estimate  of  what  Sum  they  can  be  maintained  for 
^  Week,  you  are  to  send  me  an  Account  of  it  that  it  may  be  con- 
sidered, and  more  particular  directions  given  you  in  this  Article, 
which  will  be  one  of  the  most  material  ones  in  your  Account. 

You  are,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  go  or  send  to  Harris's  Ferry,  and 
remove  from  thence  the  Families  and  Goods  belonging  to  them,  tak- 
ing care  that  they  be  not  insulted  or  abused  in  the  way. 

Herewith  You  have  an  Order  for  Fifty  Pounds,  but  I  strictly 
Charge  you  'to  pay  no  Money  on  Account  of  the  Indians,  without  a 
Bill  of  Particulars  and  a  Receipt  under  it,  and  I  recommend  it  to 
you  to  be  very  frugal,  and  to  go  into  no  Expences  but  what  are  ab- 
solutely necessary. 

You  are  to  transmit  your  Accounts  to  me  Monthly,  upon  Oath,  to 
he  made  by  you  before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace.- 

Let  me  know,  from  time  to  time,  what  you  do  in  Pursuance  of 
these  Directions,  and  the  Number  of  Indians  that  shall  be  under 
your  Care. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  at  Arms  at  Pluladclphia,  thi» 
Eiffhth  Day  of  March,  1756. 
Inaorted. 

Copy — Instructions  to  John  Ross,  of  Conestogo  Manor, 
b**  March,  1755. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  YoL  VII.,  p.  69. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  W.  Parsons,  1756. 

Sir: 

As  Gen^  Shirley  expects  the  detachment  of  the  Grenadiers  of  Lis 
o^n  regiment,  and  of  the  Indcpend*  Companjs  that  have  for  some 
time  past  done  duty  in  the  towns  of  Beading  and  Easton,  to  he  at 
New  1  ork  by  the  15^^  Instant,  I  have  given  the  necessary  orders 
for  their  march  thither,  and  take  this  opportunity  by  M*^.  Irwin  to 
return  you  the  thanks  of  the  Government  for  your  polite  behaviour 
and  Civilities  to  the  officers  Posted  in  your  town,  and  your  Care  of 
the  soldiers. 

Cap^  Joyslin  has  wrote  to  Governor  Bolcher,  to  inform  him  of 
the  march  of  those  troops  through  New  Jersey,  and  I  am  in  hopes 
he  will  order  the  necessary  carnages.  Provisions,  and  quarters  for 
them,  as  I  have  been  informed  that  the  Assembly  of  that  Province 
has  granted  money  for  that  Purpose;  But  as  the  Troops  are  to  move 
at  a  day  certain,  &  it  is  not  known  whether  such  Carriages,  &c.,  will 
be  furnished  by  that  Government,  I  think  it  right  that  there  maj  be 
no  delay  or  disappointm^,  to  desire  you  will  take  care  in  case  the  neces- 
sary carriages,  &c.,  shall  not  be  furnished  by  New  Jersey  to  Provide 
every  thing  proper  for  the  march  of  those  troops  through  that  Pro- 
vince, for  which  you  will  transmit  your  accounts  to  the  Commission- 
ers, together  with  the  several  other  charges  that  have  attended  those 
troops  since  their  taking  post  at  Easton. 

PhUad%  March  8%  1766. 

Indorsed, 

Dft  to  M'.  Parsons,  to  Provide  Carriages  for  the  regulars,  if  the 
Jersey  Government  did  not. 

S'**  March,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Clapham,  1756. 

Sir: 

As  the  Regular  troops  posted  at  the  towns  of  Beading  and  Eas- 
ton are  ordered  to  march  to  New  Tork,  It  is  thought  necessary  to 
take  a  Company  of  fifty  men,  including  Siergeants,  into  the  pay  of 
the  Province,  to  be  Posted  one  half  in  Each  of  those  towns,  and  to 
be  employed  in  Escorting  the  necessary  Stores  and  Provisions  to  the 
troops  stationed  upon  the  Frontiers.  You  will  therefore  go  into 
the  County  of  Bucks,  to  the  town  of  Newtown,  where  Cap*.  losJey 
has  a  Company,  which  by  him  and  his  officers  have  offcr'd  their  Be^ 
vice  to  the  Government,  and  he  having  orders  to  get  his  men  in  rea- 
diness to  be  reviewd  and  Examined  by  you ;  you  are  to  review  and 
examine  them  aooordingly,  and  if  he  haa  a  full  Company _of  fift; 
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men,  EzoInsiTe  of  Commission  officers,  that  yon  approve  and  tbink 
fit  for  service,  you  are  then  to  cause  every  man  to  take  the  oath  of 
fidelity,  and  to  be  inlisted  according  to  the  form  herewith  given  yoa, 
font  for  no  less  time  than  three  months,  and  when  they  are  so  Listed 
yoa  are  to  muster  the  men,  and  Return  the  Muster  Roll  to  me  under 
your  hand,  and  you  are  to  order  the  Cap*,  with  his  Ensign  &  25 
men,  to  the  town  of  Easton,  &  y«  Lieut,  and  other  25  men  to  Reading, 
there  to  remain  as  a  guard  till  further  orders,  &  to  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  to  march  at  an  Hours  warning. 

<  If  you  do  not  find  that  Company  in  order  and  fit  to  march,  you  are 
to  make  return  to  me  of  the  fact  as  soon  as  Possible,  that  other 
measures  may  be  taken. 

8  March,  1756. 

Indorsed. 

Gov**  Lre  to  Coll.  Clapham. 


Instructions  to  Jonas  Sbely,  1756. . 

Birr 

In  my  Instructions  to  you  of  the  27^  January'*'  last.  You  were 
ordered,  when  ever  the  Company  of  Qrenadiers  marched  from  the 
Town  of  Reading,  to  take  Twenty  five  Men  into  the  Pay  of  the 
Province,  and  to  post  them  in  that  Town  as  a  Guard.  But  as  the 
Commissioners  and  myself  tbink  that  the  sending  of  a  Number  of 
Men  from  the  internal  parts  of  the  Province  will  be  the  means  of 
strengthening  the  Frontiers,  You  are,  therefore,  not  to  take  any 
Notice  of  that  part  of  my  Instruction  till  you  receive  further  orders 
from  mo. 

To  Jonas  Seely,  Esq'. 
Philad«,  10  March,  1756. 

Indorsed. 

Orders  to  Jonas  Seely^  10^^  March,  1756. 

*  See  it  on  page  556.  f  Also  p.  546. 
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Majority  of  Votes  in  the  way  of  Ballot,  Chase  Mr.  John  Nixon  is 
Lientenant  of  the  Company  of  Dock  Ward,  aforesaid  in  the  Siead  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Willing,  the  late  Lieutenant  of  the  said  Company,  who 
was  pleas'd  to  Resign  his  Commission. 

Given  under  our  Hands  this  twenty-third  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  1756. 

ABRAHAM  USHER, 

HU.  DAREY, 

JOHN  PALMER. 
IndoTBed, 

Return  of  Freemen  of  Dock  Ward  of  John  Nizon,  to  be  Ensign 
in  the  Room  of  Mr.  Thos.  Willing,  J23d  March,  1756. 

Gov'  said  he  did  not  "know  whether  the  Law  authorized  this  Re- 
turn.* 


Instructions  of  Captain  Dumas,  1756. 

Dumas  Capitaine  d'infanterie  Comandant  de  la  Belle  Riviere  et  sea 
Dependanoes. 

XL  Est  Ordonnie  au  Sieur  Donville  Enseigne  en  second  de  Psrtie 
h  la  t^te  d'un  Detachment  de  Cinquante  Sauvages  pour  aller  ohserver 
les  Mouvemens  des  Ennemis  sur  Ics  Demeres  du  Fort  Cumherlao. 

IL  S  dtachera  k  harccler  leurs  Convois  et  tentera  de  bruler  lean 
Magazini  de  Canagiechuic  si  cette  ExpMition  est  practicable. 

IL  ne  negligera  Rien  pour  faire  quelquerPrisonicrs  qui  puisseat 
nous  confirmer  Ce  que  nous  s9avons  dej^  des  Desseins  de  L'Ennemie. 

LE  Sieur  Donville  employera  touts  ses  Talents  et  tout  son  Cr^it 
&  empeoher  les  Sauvages  d'user  d'aucune  Cruadt^  sur  Ceux  qui  tom- 
beront  entre  leurs  Mains  L'honneur  ot  L'humanit^  doiv^nt  en  oela 
nous  servir  de  Guide. 

Fait  au  Fort  DuquesnO;  Le  28  Mars,  1756. 

DUMAS.t 
Indorsed, 

23  Mar.  1756.  A  French  Letter.  Lre  of  Capt»  Dumas,  Com- 
mander at  Fort  Dusquesne. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  YII.  p.  70,  deolared  by  Attorney  General  not  wi^ 
ranted  by  Acts  of  Aseembly. 

JReo'd  inclosed  in  a  Letter  from  Col.  Washington,  dated  April  9th,  page 
,  postea.  This  order  was  found  in  the  pocket  of  Mr.  Donville,  who  ww 
lolled  in  an  action  shortly  after ;  see  Letter  of  Col.  Washinton,  April,  postcs. 
Bee  also  Letter  Arom  Edward  Shippen,  giving  particulars  of  this  ftctioD, 
April  4th,  page  608. 
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Oeders  and  Instructions  to  John  Steel,  Esq.,  1756. 

With  these  Instructions  you  will  recieve  a  Commission  appointing 
you  Captain  of  a  Company  in  the  pay  of  the  Province,  which  is  to  ho 
made  up  hy  DraYlghts  of  thirteen  men  out  of  Each  of  the  Companys 
composed  by  James  Burd,  Hanse  Hamilton,  James  Patterson,  and 
Hugh  Mercer^  Esq'.i  to  whom  I  now  send  orders  to  make  the 
Draughts  accordingly,  and  also  a  Commission  appointing  James  Hoi- 
lowday  your  Lieuten^'  You  will  therefore,  as  soon  as  may  be  after 
your  arrival  in  Cumberland  County,  send  an  officer  with  my  orders 
to  the  several  Captains  to  whom  they  are  Directed,  to  receive  from 
them  the  Draughts  agreeable  to  my  orders.  When  you  have  formed 
your  Company  you  are  to  take  post  at  McDowell's  mill,  upon  the 
road  to  the  Ohio,  which  you  are  to  make  your  Head  Quarters,  and 
to  detach  Patroling  partys  from  time  to  time  to  scour  the  woods,  in 
such  manner  as  you  shall  Judge  jnost  consistant  with  the  safety  of 
the  Inhabitants.  In  case  any  of  the  men  you  recieve  should  be  un- 
fit for  service,  you  are  to  pay  and  discharge  them,  and  inlist  others 
in  their  stead,  taking  care  to  observe  the  form  of  Inlistment  pre- 
scribed to  Cap^  Potter,  from  whom  you  will  recieve  Coppys  of  the 
papers  necessary  to  Guide  you  in  thb  particular. 

You  are  to  inform  me  from  time  to  time  of  what  you  do,  and  of 
every  thing  material  that  Happens  upon  that  part  of  the  frontier, 
and  of  the  number  &  motions  of  any  Body  of  French  or  Indians 
that  you  shall  recieve  Intelligence  of. 

You  are  to  apply  to  M''.  Adam  Hoops,  for  the  Provincial  allow- 
ance of  Provision  for  the  men  under  your  Command. 

Given  under  my  Hand,  this  twenty  fifth  day  of  March,  1756. 

Indorsed. 

Orders  of  Instructions  to  John  Steele,  Esq'. 
25  March,  1756. 


0rder6  to  James  Burd,  1756. 

Sir  : 

Upon  Receipt  of  this  order  you  are  to  draught  thirteen  private 
men  out  of  the  Company  under  your  Command,  which  you  are  to 
deliver  to  John  Steel,  E6q^,  who  I  have  appointed  Captain  of  a  Com- 
pany, to  be  made  up  of  Draughts  out  of  yours  and  some  other  of 
the  Companys  in  Cumberland  JCounty,  or  to  one  of  his  officers,  to- 
gether'with  a  certificate  of  their  several  inlistments,  and  an  account 
of  what  pay  they  have  recieved  and  what  is  due  to  them  respect- 
ively, and  you  are  to  let  the  men  that  are  so  Draughted  out  of  your 
Company,  take  with  them  their  Arms  &  Blankets  belonging  to  the 
Vol.  IL— 26 
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Province,  for  which  you  are  to  take  a  Keciept  from  the  officer  to 
whom  you  deliver  the  men. 
Qiven  under  my  hand;  this  twenty  fifth  day  of  March,  1756. 

To  James  Burd,  Esq'.;  Captain  of  a  Company  of  foot  in  the  pay  of 
the  Province.  * 

The  Like  to  Captains 

Hanoe  Hamilton, 
James  Patterson, 
Hugh  Mercee 

Indorsed* 

Dft  Orders  to  y*  Captains  of  Cumberland  to  Draught  13  men 
Each  for  Cap^  Steel.    March  25,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Johk  Potter,  1756. 

March  2b*^,  1756. 
Sir: 

Being  informed  that  you  have  not  yet  begun  the  fort  I  instructed 
you  to  build  some  time  ago,  I  think  it  necessary  to  order  that  that 
work  be  postponed  for  the  Present,  and  that  you  employ  the  Com- 
pany under  your  Command,  in  the  manner  you  Judge  most  for  the 
safety  of  the  Inhabitants  upon  the  frontiers  of  Peters  and  Hamilton 
townships^  taking  such  posts  there.  Erecting  such  Stuckados,  and 
ordering  such  Patrolls  as  you  shall  think  Best  till  you  have  mj 
further  orders. 

I  am  your  Humbl.  Serv*. 

R.  H.  M. 
To  John  Potter,  Esq**.,  Cap^  of  a  Company  of  foot  in  the  pay  of 
the  Province. 

Indorsed. 
Gov  to  John  Potter.    25»*Iar.,  1756. 


Orders  of  Gov.  Morris  to  Oapts.  of  Cumberland  Co*t, 

1766. 

Philad%  March  28*S  1756. 
Sir: 

Having  appointed  Elisha  Saltar,  Esq^,  Commissary  Oen^  of  the 
Musters  for  the  Province  of  Pensilvania,  I  now  send  him  into  the 
County  of  Cumberland  to  Muster  &  Examine  the  troops  emplojd 
there  in  the  service  and  pay  of  this  Province,  you  will  therefore  de- 
liver to  him  the  Muster  Roll  of  your  Company,  under  your  own 
^  '^  and  that  of  your  officers^  &  Draw  up  your  men  before  him  at 
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snoh  iimo  and  place  as  he  sball  appoint  for  that  purpose;  that  he 
may  muster  and  examine  them,  and  the  several  oertifioates  of  their 
Inlistment,  which  you  will  deliver  to  him  for  that  purposCi  at  such 
time  as  the  Commissary  shall  signifie  to  you  his  intention  to  move 
to  fori  Lytellton^  you  are  to  furnish  him  with  an  Escort  sufficient  to 
conduct  him  thither,  which  you  are  to  detach  under  y  *  command  of  a 
Commission  officer.'*'  . 

I  have  orderd  The  Commissary  to  examine  into  the  state  and  con- 
dition  of  the  arms,  accoutriments,  Blankets,  Provisions  and  tools 
belonging  to  the  Province,  and  remaining  with  your  Company ;  you 
will  therefore  lay  those  several  matters  before  him  for  his  inspection, 
and  by  him  you  will  signifie  to  me  what  you  think  further  necessary 
for  the  use  of  your  Company,  or  the  fort  under  your  command. 

You  will  transmit  to  me,  by  the  Commissary,  a  Copy  of  the  Jour- 
nal, which,  by  your  Instructions,  you  was  directed  to  keep. 

To  John  Potter,  Esq'.,  Captain  of  a  Company  of  foot  in  the  pay 
of  the  Province. 

The  like  to  Hamilton,  Mercer,  Burd  &  Patterson. 

Indorsed. 

Orders  to  the  Captains  in  Cumberland  County  respecting  the  Com- 
missary of  the  Musters. 

March  28%  1756. 


Orders  of  Gov.  Morris  to  E.  Shippen,  1756. 

Philadelphia,  28  March,  1756. 
Sir: 

Being  informd  that  there  is  an  immediate  want  of  Ammunition 
for  the  use  of  the  Provincial  Troops  posted  in  the  County  of  Cun»- 
berland,  I  order  you  forwith  to  send  to  W"*  Buchanan  &  Adam 
Hoops,  at  Carlisle,  for  their  service,  all  the  Powder  and  Lead  that 
remains  undisposed  of  in  your  hands,  belonging  to  the  Goyemmenl. 
If  an  Opportunity  does  not  forthwith  offer  of  a  Waggon  for  convey- 
ing it  to  Carlisle,  you  are  then  to  hire  one  for  that  purpose,  using 
all  the  dispatch  possible,  and  transmitt  an  account  of  the  quan- 
tity sent^  together  w^^  the  Charge  of  Carriage  to  the  Commissionera 
here. 

Indoned. 

Dft  to  M'.  Shippen.    March  28**,  1756. 

•  In  Hamilton's  orders — ^to  Fort  Shirley,  Mercers — 7h  Fort  GranviXU,  in 
Burds — to  Pomfret  Castle  or  Pattertont  fart,  and  in  PaUersons,— i7amf'«/€rry. 

/Vvm  jfcw  own  or  Capt.  SteeU  Cofnpuny^  or  both  a$  you  shall  Judys  6m/,— 
(only  to  Potter.) 
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Obdbrs  and  Instructions  to  E.  Saltar,  1756. 

•      PhUad*,  March  28%  1756. 
Sir: 

With  these  inatractions  you  will  receive  my  Gommission  appointing 
yoa  Commissary,  Qen^  of  the  musters  for  this  Proviooe,  to  which 
you  will  qualifie  yourself  By  takine  the  oaths  to  the  Goyemment 
and  an  oath  to  the  true  and  faithful  discharge  of  your  office,  before 
some  person  having  authority  to  administer  the  same,  of  all  which 
you  are  to  get  a  Certificate  indorsed  on  the  back  of  your  commis- 
non. 

Tou  are  to  spply  to  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  dispose  of  je 
sixty  thousand  pounds  for  such  money  as  they  may  think  necessary 
to  trust  in  your  Hands,  and  to  give  a  receipt  for  the  same,  and  joa 
are  to  dispose  of  such  money  agreeable  to  the  Instructions  you 
will  receive  from  them  for  the  purpose,  taking  care  to  keep  an  exact 
account  of  every  payment  you  make,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to 
.give  in  your  acc^  upon  oath. 

As  soon  as  you  are  furnished  with  the  money  and  Instructions 
from  the  Commissioners,  yon  are  to  proceed  into  Cumberland  County 
by  the  way  of  Lancaster  &  York,  and  so  to  McDowells  Mills  which 
stands  upon  the  new  Road  to  the  Allegheny,  where  you  will  find 
some  men  under  the  Command  of  John  Potter,  Esq'.f  who  has 
been  some  time  raising  a  company  for  the  Defence  of  the  Fron- 
tiers of  that  County,  to  whom  you  are  to  deliver  the  orders  here- 
with given  yoUy  directed  to  him  requiring  him  to  muster  his  Com- 
pany, or  such  men  as  are  raised  at  such  time  and  place  as  yoo 
shall  appoint  for  that  purpose,  and  you  are  accordingly  to  muster  the 
men,  call  over  their  names  and  Examine  their  several  enlistments, 
and  satisfie  yourself  that  the  persons  appearing  &  those  whose  names 
are  inserted  in  the  oerUficates  of  inlistment  are  the  same,  and  of  the 
persons  appearing  at  such  muster  you  are  to  make  a  true  list  ia 
which  you  are  to  set  down  the  names  of  the  Officers  and  men,  together 
with  the  dates  of  the  officers  commissions,  the  age  of  each  solder, 
his  trade,  the  time  of  his  inlistment  &  (Irb  country  in  w*^  he  was 
bom,  which  muster  Roll  you  are  to  compare  with  the  muster  Rolls 
Returned  to  you  under  the  oaths  of  the  officers,  and  if  they  in  anj 
thing  Differ,  you  are  to  Enquire  into  the  cause  of  Such  Difference, 
and  make  report  thereof  to  me.  When  you  have  thus  mustered  Cap* 
tain  Potters  men,  you  are  to  pay  them  or  not  agreeable  to  the  In- 
structions you  will  receive  from  the  Commissioners  upon  that  bead 
From  Gap*  Potters  company,  yon  are  to  Proceed  along  the  new  Road 
to  Fort  Ly  tell  ton,  under  an  Escort  which  I  have  orderd  Cap'  Potter 
to  furnish  you  with  and  from  Fort  Lytellton  to  Fort  Shirley,  and  so 
to  Fort  Granville  and  Pomfret  Castle,  under  the  Escorts  which  the 
Commanders  of  those  forts  will  respectively  furnish,  and  to  master 
*^<K  several  companys  in  the  pay  of  the  Province^  either  together  or 
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wben  separated  upon  detaohments  aa  you  shall  Judge  it  most  Con- 
▼anient  and  consiatant  with  the  duty  upon  which  they  may  be 
employd. 

In  mustering  the  several  companys  or  detachments,  you  are  to  ob- 
serve the  same  caution  to  examine  the  Inlistments,  and  returns  of 
the  officers  in  the  same  manner  in  eyery  respect  as  you  are  directed 
to  do  as  to  Captain  Potters  men,  and  to  make  true  h  regular  Bella 
or  Lists  of  Each  company. 

You  are  at  the  time  of  mustering  or  as  soon  after  as  conyeniently 
jou  can  to  pay  the  seyeral  officers,  and  men  agreeable  to  the  In- 
structions you  will  receive  from  the  commissioners. 

And  whereas  I  have  ordered  the  several  captains  Burd,  Hamilton, 
Patterson  &  Mercer,  to  Draught  thirteen  such  out  of  their  respeo- 
sive  companys  which  I  have  directed  to  be  delivered  together  with 
the  certificates  of  their  inlistment  to  John  Steel,  Esq.,  whom  I  have 
appointed  to  command  them  as  a  captain,  and  directed  to  take  post 
at  McDowells  mills.  *  If  you  find  the  said  company  formed,  you  are 
to  muster  and  pay  the  several  men  so  Draughted  from  the  time  of 
their  respective  inlistments,  or  from  that  of  their  last  payment 

You  are  to  keep  an  Exact  Journal  of  your  proceedings  in  which 
you  are  to  set  down  every  thing  material  that  you  observe,  or  meet 
with  upon  this  service,  and  every  payment  you  make,  ooppy  of 
which  you  are  to  return  to  me. 

You  are  to  Eetum  to  me  lists  or  Rolls  of  the  several  Companys 
you  shall  muster  pursunt  to  these  Instructions,  and  as  yon  will  be  re- 
quired to  sware  that  the  same  are  Just  and  true,  you  will  be  'very 
carefull  in  making  them  up. 

You  are  to  examin  into  the  state*  and  condition  of  the  arms  Am- 
munition, Blankets,  aoooutrements,  tools  and  Provisions  belonging 
to  the  Province,  and  remaining  with  Each  Company,  of  whioh  you 
are  to  return  me  an  exact  account. 

As  soon  as  you  have  executed  the  several  matters  oommitied  to 
you  by  these  Instructions,  in  which  you  will  use  the  greatest  dis- 
patch, you  are  to  return  immediately  to  Philad*,  and  make  a  full 
report  to  me  of  your  transactions. 

Indorsed*  ^ 

Instructions  to  Elisha  Saltar,  oommisaary  Gen*,  of  the  MusterSj 
for  the  Province  of  Pennsilvania. 
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H.  Fox  TO  Gov.  Shirley,  1756. 

WhitehaU,  March  31«*,  1756. 
Sir: 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  King  that  your  prcsenoe  in  Eog« 
land,  naay  be  very  usefall  &  neoessary  to  his  Majesty's  Servioe  at 
this  time,  as  you  are  able  to  give  many  lights  &  Information  rela- 
tive to  the  State  of  a&irs  in  North  America,  I  am  to  signify  to  you 
his  Maj^'*  pleasure,  that  as  soon  as  you  shall  receive  this  Letter 
from  Colonel  Webb,  who  is  appointed  Commander-in-Cbief  in  North 
America,  you  do  repair  to  England  with  all  possible  Expedition, 
having  first  delivered  to  CoL  Webb  all  such  papers  as  relate  to  the 
King's  Service. 

I  am  with  great  Truth  &  Regard, 

Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

H.  FOX. 

P.  S.  Thai  there  may  not  be  the  least  Delay,  H.  M.  has  given 
Directions  to  the  Lords  of  Admiralty,  who  have  order'd  a  Frigate  to 
receive  you  on  board,  &  proceed  w^^  you  directly  to  England. 

*  fi.  F« 

Indorsed. 
From  H.  Fox  to  ftoV  Shirley: 


-  Gov.  MoBRis,  TO  Gov.  Hardy,  1756. 

Sir: 

I  am  honor'd  with  two  of  your  favours  since  I  wrote  you  last,  and 
do  not  see  how  any  other  plan  can  be  laid  for  attacking  Indians  than 
you  have  proposed  of  finding  out  their  plai^  of  abode  and  going  to 
8c  attacking  them  there.  The  Great  or  Laurell  Swamp  you  mention 
IS  what  they  pass  through  in  their  way  to  &  from  Wioming&  Nesko- 
pekin,  where  they  have  chiefly  resided  (ill  lately,  but  upon  some  ap* 
prehensions  of  being  attacked  by  us  they  have  moved  to  a  place 
covered  by  a  steep  Mountain  on  one  side  and  by  the  East  Branch  of 
Sasquehanna  on  the  other,  where  they  think  themselves  more  secure. 
This  I  learnt  from  two  Indians  that  I  sent  for  intelligence  up  that 
river,  who  are  lately  returned.  The  Commissioners  have  consented 
to  the  building  a  fort  at  Shamokin  and^have  desired  me  to  raise  four 
hundred  men  for  that  purpose,  which  I  am  now  doing  with  all  the 
despatch  in  my  Power,  and  upon  my  laying  your  last  letters  before 
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them  they  agreed  that  I  might  employ  those  men  after  completing 
that  forty  in  conjanotioa  with  the  troops  of  the  neighbouring 
Govemm*  for  annoying  the  Enemy.  Bat  it  will  be  late  before  that 
work  is  done,  as  the  place  is  distant  and  no  wagon  road  to  it. 

I  wish  the  six  Nations  at  the  late  treaty  had  come  to  some  Yifior- 
ens  resolations  with  regard  to  the  Delawares,  in  case  they  refusea  to 
comply  with  what  their  Deputies  were  directed  to  recommend.  For 
88  the  French  seem  to  have  taken  the  Delawares  under  their  Protec- 
tion  tis  not  improbable  they  may  pay  like  regard  to  that  message. 

Our  Commissioners  have  also  agreed  to  give  a  reward  for  Indian 
Prisoners  and  Scalps  from  100  to  150  pieces  of  Eight  each,  and  I  am 
pressd  to  declare  war  against  the  Delawares  and  by  Proclamation  to 
offer  those  rewards.  Bat  as  the  neighbouring  Governments  will  be 
affected  by  it  I  have  declined  till  J  can  hear  from  you  on  the  Head. 
The  Indians  here  whom  I  have  consulted  seem  to  approve  the  thing 
&  will  give  me  their  full  answer  this  week.  These  measures  seem  to 
me  rijght  as  those  of  the  8ix  Nations  that  lived  among  the  Delawares 
have  had  full  time  to  return  into  their  own  Country,  and  such  others 
as  were  our  friends  have  been  invited  into  oar  settlements,  And  as 
numbers  of  People  acquainted  with  the  woods  will  form  tbemselvesf 
into  partys  &  seek  the  enemies  in  their  Haunts. 

My  Assembly  meets  to-moitow,  and  I  shall  then  Jcnow  whether 
they  will  come  into  a  Law  for  establishing  Military  discipline  among 
the  troops  in  the  pay  of  the  Province,  without  which  our  numbers 
urill  be  of  Little  use,  and  the  forts  we  have  built  will  be  in  danger  of 
falling  into  the  Hands  of  our  Enemies,  every  officer  &  soldier  think* 
ing  himself  at  Liberty  to  leave  his  station  whenever  the  service  be* 
comes  disagreeable  to  him. 

Jndorsed, 

Gov  Morrb  to  Gov'  Hardy,  4  April,  1756. 


RsTUBN  OF  FiBLD  Officbrs,  Phladelphia  Countt,  1756. 

To  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq',  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor k  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pcnsilvania  & 
Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex  on  Delaware : 

We  the  Captains,  Lieutenants  and  Ensigns  of  the  Eight  Companies 
of  Foot  Militia,  legally  chosen.  Commissioned  and  formed  into  a 
Regiment  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  said  ProvincCi 
send  Greeting. 

May  it  please  your  Honour: 

That  we  certify  that  at  a  meeting  of  us  this  day,  pursuant  to  an 
Act  of  General  Assembly  of  the  said  Province,  Intitled  '<  An  Act 
for  better  Ordering  and  Regulating  such  as  are  willing  and  dcsiroua 
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to  be  nnited  for  military  purposes  within  this  Province/'  We  did 
proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  Colonel^  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  31ajpr  for 
the  Regiment,  and  by  a  majority  of  Votes,  in  the  way  of  Ballot, 
Mr.  Jaeob  Duoh^  was  chosen  Colonel,  James  Coaltas,  Esq',  was 
chosen  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Mr.  Daniel  Byles  was  Chosen  Major 
of  the  said  Regiment.  Which  we  humbly  submit  to  your  Honour 
for  your  approbation.  Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  the  second 
day  of  April,  in  the  twenty-ninth  year  or  His  Majesty's  Reign,  and 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1756. 


Jacob  Whitman,    [l.  s.] 
Dan'l  Maoeanet,    [L.  B.J 
Jaoob  DariTELD,     [l.  s:] 
Lawrentz  Car,      [l.  s.] 
Georqe  Bartholomew,  [l.  s.] 
Wm.  Bet,        [l.  s.J 
Wm.  Allen,    [l.  s.J 
Jacob  Eagle,  [l.  s.] 
Simon  Thomas,    [l.  s-] 
Joseph  Rusk,      [l.  s.] 


Joseph  Leech, 
John  Vanhorn, 
John  Stillwagen, 
Thos.  Wells, 
Jacob  Nagleb, 
Isaac  Ashton, 
Will.  Parr, 
Jacob  Hall, 
Sahl.  Soirr, 
James  Tatlob, 
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Philad*  County — Return  of  Field  Officers,  Jacob  Duch6,  Colonel; 
James  Coultas,  Lieu^  Col. ;  Daniel  Byles,  Major.  Commissions  dated 
d'^  April,  1756. 


Ed.  Shippen  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Lancaster,  4th  April,  1756. 
Honoured  Sir, 

I  received  the  inclosed  just  now  from  M'.  Hoops;  And  below  is 
a  Copy  of  a  paragraph  of  a  Letter  to  M'.  Oeorge  Ross  from  M^ 
Alricks.  The  small  Forts,  which  M'.  Hoops  mentions,  were  thooght 
by  the  poor  distressed  people  a  good  Security  against  a  small  party 
of  Indians;  &  tho'  they  might  not  have  thought  them  a  sufficient 
Protection  from  the  Enemy,  exclusive  of  the  Provincial  Forts,  yet 
they  were  an  Additional  Encouragement  to  them  to  stand  their 
Ground. 

Yesterday,  by  Jacob  Klyne,  I  sent  away  to  Mess".  Buobaonan  & 
Hoops,  at  Carlisle,  Six  half  Barrels  of  Powder  &  97ilb  of  Swan 
Shott,  which  was  all  that  remained  in  my  Hands.  I  have  not  time 
to  draw  out  the  Aooo^  of  the  Distribution  of  the  Powder  &  Leid 


♦  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VIL,  p.  70-72. 


PENNSTLVAinA  ABCHIVES  1756.  609 

belonging  to  the  Goyernment^  bat  shall  take  Care  to  send  it  by  the 
next  Opportunity. 

I  am^  Sir, 

rour  Honour's  Affectionate, 

humble  Servant, 

EDWD.  SHIPPED. 

To  the  Hon*"*  the  Governor. 

Paragraph  of  M'.  Alrick's  Letter. 

'^  Patterson's  Fort  was  attacked  yesterday  by  a  considerable  Num- 
<'  ber  of  Indians  on  the  opposite  Side  of  the  Greek,  but  receivrid  no 
'*  Damage,  and  several  Shotts  were  heard  towards  M^  Bard's  Fort.'' 

Slst  March,  1756. 

Directed, 

To  the  Hon*^'  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Governor  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Favour  of  M'.  Jas.  Webb. 

Indorsed^ 
Lancaster,  4  Apr.  1756,  Edward  Shippen. 


Gov.  Hardy  to  Gov.  Morbis,  1756. 

Fort  George,  New  York,  4th  April,  1756. 
Sir, 

Daring  your  Absence  from  Philadelphia  I  received  a  Letter  from 
M**.  Peters  of  the  25th  March,  Inclosing  Copys  of  two  Letters  from 
you,  and  the  Agreement  of  your  Commissioners,  M'.  Peters  Imagin- 
ing from  my  last  Letter  to  you  that  I  had  not  received  them. 

My  Assembly  are  now  adjourned,  after  their  long  sitting,  to  the 
27th  Instant;  before  this  Adjournment  I  passed  a  Bill,  in  which 
provision  is  made  for  a  Number  of  Men  not  exceeding  400,  to  Act  in 
Conjunction  with  New  Jersey  and  Pensylvania,  in  an  Offensive  War 
against  the  Indians ;  as  your  Commissioners  want  a  plan  of  opera* 
tionSj  I  should  be  glad  you  would  Form  one,  and  do  me  the  favour 
to  Communicate  it  to  me ;  the  Services  to  be  performed  by  those 
Forces,  should  they  be  raised,  being  in  your  Province,  you  will 
much  better  inform  yourself  of  the  places  of  Retreat  than  I  can 
possibly  do,  and  the  Season  advances  so  fast,  that  will  render 
removing  the  Indians  from  their  hiding  places  much  more  difficult,  if 
the  time  for  Executing  it  is  much  longer  delayed. 

26* 
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The  Day  before  Yesterday  I  received  an  Express  from  Sir  Willitm 
JohnsoD,  who  is  again  returned  to  the  (German  Platte,  where  he  is 
Gollecting  the  Militia  and  Indians,  upon  Intelligence  from  the 
Oneydas  and  Cap^  Williams,  posted  at  the  Qreat  Carrying  place, 
that  a  great  Body  of  Indians  had  cutt  off  a  Lieutenent  and  hia 
Party  that  was  posted  at  a  Magazine  about  four  miles  from  him, 
that  the  same  Indians  had  besett  his  Fort,  and  I  fear  they  have  eatt 
off  some  Battoes  that  had  just  got  over  the  Carrying  Place,  with 
Gun  Powder  and  Ordnance  Stores ;  the  Situation  of  the  Oarrisoa 
at  03wego  must  from  this  Circumstance  be  Terrible,  as  our  Advices 
before  Informed  us  of  their  being  ereatly  distressed  for  want  of  Pro- 
visions ;  if  Sir  William  Johnson  does  not  soon  drive  those  Indians, 
and  the  French  we  may  suppose  are  mixed  with  them,  all  Comma- 
nication  with  Oswego  must  be  cutt  off. 

I  have  sent  Expresses  to  Sir  William  Johnson  and  to  the  Com- 
manding Officers  of  the  several  Corps,  and  Recommended  it  to  them 
to  Consult  together,  and  speedily  take  the  necessary  and  proper 
measures  on  the  present  Emergencys.  We  had  an  Alarm  tome 
days  ago  of  this  kind^  But  on  Indian  Scouts  going  out  without  dis- 
covering any  Enemy,  it  was  believed  False,  and  Sir  William  Johnson 
then  at  the  German  Flatts  with  a  Strong  Body  of  Militia^  dismissed 
them,  and  returned  himself  home ;  But  I  wish  the  present  does  not 
turn  out  a  very  serious  affair;  it  Appears  to  me,  and  indeed  I  have 
long  expected  it,  that  the  French  will  attempt  at  all  Events,  hj 
means  of  their  Indians,  to  cutt  off  and  Impede  the  Transportation  of 
provisions  and  Stores  to  Osweso.  Copys  of  the  several  Letters  sent 
me,  I  sent  by  Express  Yesterday  to  General  Shirley;  by  a  Letter  I 
received  from  him  last  Night,  he  says  he  proposes  setting  out  for 
this  City  in  about  ten  days,  and  that  a  Ship  Arrived  at  Boston  the 
28th  March  ftrom  England,  who  Isailed  in  Company  with  two  Men 
of  War  bound  to  Boston,  on  Board  which  are  all  the  Public  Letton. 

I  am^  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient 

&  Humble  Servant^ 

CHAS.  HARDY. 

The  Hon**«  Governor  Morris. 

Jndorsedf 
Fort  George,  4  Apr.  1756,  S'.'  Charles  Hardy. 
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Elisha  Saltab  to ,  1756, 

Carlisle,  Ap'  4%  2  O'Clock. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  arriv'd  a  this  place  Ab^  12,  where  I  fonnd  fresh  Alarms  from 
the  froDtiers,  viz.,  on  the  29  of  March,  Pomfret  Castle  was  fir'd  on 
by  a  party  of  Indians,  who  took  one  Hugh  Mitchettree  prisoner,  & 
they  are  Verry  scarce  of  provisions  &  Amunition* 

From  Fort  Granville,  31*'  March,  There  was  a  party  of  In^ans,  4 
in  number,  within  one  mile  of  the  fort,  which  fort  is  so  Badly  stor'd 
with  Amunition,  Not  having  three  Bounds  "^  man,  they  thought  it 
not  prudent  to  Venture  after  them. 

I  am  further  informed  there  were  two  partys  of  Indians  seen  Yes- 
terday within  a  mile  of  Shippens  Town,  but  Dont  hear  of  any  mis- 
chief  Done  Yett.  I  think  it  highly  Necessary,  &  shall,  if  possible, 
get  an  £scort  from  Adam  Hoop's,  to  eo  the  Bounds  with  me,  as  I 
am  Verry  Sencible  Great  part  of  the  Souldiers  have  left  their  posts 
&  Come  to  the  Inhabitants,  particularly  from  fort  Granville.  If  I 
hear  no  more  of  them  I  shall  proceed,  whether  I  gett  an  Escort  or  no, 
&  if  I  gett  Certain  Intiligenoe  of  ther  Being  Abroad,  I  will  wait  till 
the  Charge  I  have  on  me  Can  be  Conducted  with  Safety. 

The  above  Ace**  is  matters  of  fact,  &  may  be  Depended  on, 

I  am,  Denr  Sir, 

Your  Verry 

Humi  Ser*, 

ELISHA  SALTAR. 
P.  S.     All  their  Cry  is  Money  &  Amunition. 

Intoned, 

Elisha  Saltar.    Carlisle,  4  Ap',  1756. 


Hans  Hamilton  to ,  1756. 

• 

These  are  to  Inform  you  of  the  Malancoly  News  that  Oocurd  <m 
the  2"'  Instant,  came  to  y'  fort  of  Captn  Alex.  Culbertson,  with  80 
men,  who  Informed  us  that  the  Indians  had  taken  and  burnt  MoCords 
Fort,  &  Taken  many  Captives,  upon  the  News  of  which  Doe'  Jame- 
son, with  19  men  went  in  Comp^  with  Cap*  Jameson  men  over  BaVa 
&  near  Sideling  Hill,  &  Come  up  with  the  Indians  k  Captives,  &  4 
sore  Engagement  happen** ;  there  is  only  5  of  our  men  retnmd,  ft 
mostly  wounded.  Cap"  Culbertson  &  Doc'  Jameson  is  thought  to  be 
Kild,  having  Bee'  several  wounds.  I  have  sent  a  Letter  to  Captn 
Potter,  Desiring  him  to  Come  &  Assist  us  to  bury  the  Dead^  &  for- 
ward an  Express  for  Do^'  Prentice. 
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We  are  Credibly  Inform*  tliat  y«  following  men  are  killd : 

John  Eetnol^,  Wounded. 

Jacobs  RobbbtsoN|  Taylor,  Wm.  Reynolds^ 

James  Robertson^  Weaver,  Wm.  Hunter, 

James  Piebce,  Matt.  Gutton, 

Daniel  Macet,  James  Cammel, 

Wm.  Ghamb£E8|  John  McDonald, 

James  Blair,  John  Barnet, 

Henry  James, 

And  many  otbers  are  not  Return*.  Indian  Isaac  hath  brought 
in  the  Soalp  of  Oapten  Jacobs,  and  we  are  Inform'  the  Indians  swear 
they"  Take  our  fort  if  they  Loose  100  men.  Our  men  Engaged 
about  2  hours,  being  about  36  in  Number,  &  we  should  have  had  the 
better  had  not  thirty  Indians  Came  to  their  Assistance.  Some  of 
our  men  fir'  24  Rounds  a  piece,  and  when  their  Amunition  Fail' 
were  oblig'd  to  Fly.* 

HANS  HAMILTON.f 
Coppy. 
Indorsed, 

Hance  Hamilton,  Fort  Lyttleton,  4  ApS  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Clapham,  1756. 

Being  informed  that  the  time  for  which  Cap"  Trczlers  Company 
engaged  in  the  Public  service  is  nigh  expiring,  and  that  they  declare 
it  their  resolution  then  to  leave  the  fort  where  they  are  posted  on 
the  Northern  frontier ;  And  It  being  of  dangerous  consequence  to 
suffer  that  fort  to  be  left  without  a  garrison,  I  think  it  for  the  safety 
of  the  Province  to  order,  that  you  immediately  detach  thirty  of  the 
men  of  your  Regiment,  under  a  Commission  officer,  to  take  post  at 
the  fort  where  Cap'  Trezlers  Company  are  at  Present  garrisoned,  and 
you  are  to  give  your  orders  to  the  officers,  you  shall  send  on  this 
service  to  maintain  the  post,  and  to  keep  as  many  of  his  men  scoot- 
ing between  the  forts  Allen  and  Lebanon,  as  is  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  the  fort. 

You  will  apply  to  the  Commissioners  for  such  things  as  may  be 
necessary  for  this  detachm^  upon  their  march  and  in  garrison,  and 
yon  are  to  order  Cap^  Trezler  to  deliver  to  the  officer  you  shall  send 
Buoh  arms,  amunition,  Blankets,  tools,  accoutrements  &  Provisions 
hB  his  Xlompany  may  have  belonging  to  the  Province,  of  which  he 
must  make  a  Return  to  you. 
Indorsed, 

Gov  to  Coll.  Clapham.     5  April,  1756. 

♦  "  April  4,  1756,"  indorsement. 

f  See  another  letter  from  him  to  Capt.  Potter,  April  9,  in  Colon.  Heo.,  ^t^ 
VIT.,p,77. 
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Elisha  Saltar  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Carlisle,  Ap'  5, 1756. 
Dear  Sir, 

Upon  my  Arrivall  here  I  found  the  people  in  the  Oreatest  Confa- 
sion,  the  Troops  abandoning  the  forts,  &  the  Country  People  geather- 
ing  to  geathcr  in  the  greatest  Consternation.  This  Evening  Came  Ex- 
press the  Enclos'd,  vhich  is  thought  Necessary  by  most.  The  people 
of  this  County  Is  Enrag'd  ag^  the  Assembly  almost  to  Distraction, 
&  I  fear  they  will  Carry  their  Resentment  to  a  Great  Length  with 
them.  The  Indians  have  been  seen  on  this  Road  Yerry  ktely  ',  I 
have  prevaild  on  the  People  that  Left  the  forts  to  Escort  me  as  far 
as  fort  Littleton,  which  Cou'd  not  Gett  others  to  do,  which  has  kept 
me  here  this  Day.  I  have  Nothing  more  particular  worthy  your 
Notice,  am,  with  the  Greatest  Respect, 

Sir,  your 

Yerry  HumV  Ser*, 

BLISHA  SALTAR. 
To  the  Hon"«  Rob*  H.  Morris,  Esq'.  / 

Directed. 

X  On  his  Majestys  Service — ^To  The  Honb^  Robert  Hunter  Morris, 
Esq^,  Leiutenant  Governour  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Pensilvania. 

Indorsed. 

Elisha  Saltar.    Carlisle,  5  Ap^  2756. 


Capt.  Pa^tbrson  to  his  Wife,  1756. 

April  5, 1756. 

By  a  Letter  from  Cap*.  Patterson,  (who  was  at  Carlyle)  to  his 
Wife,  we  are  informed  that  on  Monday,  the  29"^  March,  about  five  a 
Clock,  one  Hugh  Mitcheltree,  who  was  going  to  fodder  his  Cattle, 
was  carried  off  by  the  Indians ;  about  Sundown  some  Indians  ap- 
peared on  the  Hill  opposite  to  Patterson's  Fort  and  fired  Six  Guns, 
a  Bullett  from  one  of  which  struck  the  Guard  House ;  about  Ten 
a  Clock  the  Same  night  the  Soldiers  heard  a  firing,  which  they  sup- 
posed to  be  at  Fort  Granville,  or  the  fort  at  Tuskarora,  &  imagine  it 
is  taken.     They  imagine  the  Firing  was  Canon  or  Plattoons. 


Ammunition  At  Lancaster,  &c.,  1756. 

An  Acco'  of,  Twenty  half  Barrels  of  Gun  Powder,  k  Ten  hundred 
weight  of  Bar  Lead,  and  Three  hundred  weight  of  Swan  Shott  be- 
longing to  the  Hon^'*  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq' ,  Governor,  sent 
by  John  Mifi3in  Esq^,  to  the  Care  of  Richard  Peters  Esq'.,  at  Ed- 
ward Shippen's  at  Lancaster. 
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# 

Dr. 

Noyem^  8,  To  20  half  Barrels  of  Powder,  lOhd.  Oqr.  Olb.  Bar  Lead, 
and  Shd.  Oqr.  Oib  Swan  Shott,  (reoeived  bjTbo*  Bartholomews 
Waggon,)  which  beioe  reduced  to  neat  Weight,  will  be,  lOOOfb. 
Powder,  11201b.  Lead,  836  Swan  Shott. 

1755.        Cr. 


NoTembe'  20,  By  George  Stevenson  Esq'. 

f  Directions  of  Mr.  Peters,  -  ftlOO  ftll2     ft28 

<<  Do.  By  James  Oalbreath  Esq'.,  6         9 

.  ^<  24,  By  John  Armstrong,  Wm.  >Buch- 

annan  &  Franob  West,  for  the  use  of 

the  Inhabitants  of  Carlisle,  by  M'. 

Peters  Directions,        -  -  100      200 

"  26,  By  Conrad  Weiser  Esq'.,  sent  ^ 

Lesh  &  Bricker^  ^  the  OoT»  Order,     "        100      200 
Deoem'  9,  By  Thomas  Forster  Esq'.,  & 

Thos  MoKee,  at  Hunter's  Fort,        •  12^  25 

17,  By  Adam  Reed  Esq'.,  for  the  use 

of  his  Company  in  ranging  along  the 

mountain!        ...  25       25       28 

1756. 
Janu'^  12,  By  Jacob  Levan  Esq'.,  ^  the 

Oovemor's  verbal  order  at  Beading,  25      100 

«<  24,  By  the  Cottestogoe  Indians^     .    •  25        50 

Febru'7 12th,  By  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  the 

South  West  End  of  Hanover  Town- 
ship, del'd  to  Joseph  Barnet,  for  their 

fort,  ....  20        40 

^<  17,  By  Adam  Reed  Esq'.,  for  the  Peo- 
ple at  his  Fort,        ...  20        40 
<'  18,  By ,  Sundry  Inhabitants  of   the 

East  End  of  Hanover  Township,  deld 

to  Wm.  Dover  &  Jn^  Hume,  for  their 

use  in  ranging  along  the  Mountain,  20  28 

*'  24,  By  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  JPaxton 

del'd  to  James  Gillereest,  for  the  use 

of  their  Fort,  ...  10  20 

March  29,  By  John  Potter  Esq'.,  &  Comp* 

^  the  Governor's  Order,  sent  by  John 

Spore,  -  .  -  -         100      144       56 

''  d«.  By  Joseph  Armstrong  &  his  neigh- 
bours, ^  the  Gov's.  Order,  -  25       28       28 
'<  d«.  By  Cap*  John  Steel  ^  the  Govern- 
or's orders,           .           -                          100      172       28 
April  8,  By  William  Buchannan  &  Adam 

Hoops,  sent  them  by  Jacob  Klyne,  ^ 

the  Gov  Order,        ...  300  97J 

Ib988iftll20ft8S8} 
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Amount  brmight  Forward,  988}    1120    888} 

BemaioiDg  loose  Powder  about  -  tt2 

Lost  in  bringing  up,  owing  to  bad  hoop- 

ing,  or  the  jolting  of  je  Waggon.  -  Ib9i — 11} 


Ibl0001bll20]b888} 


Errors  Excepted  at  Lancaster, 
The  b^  Day  of  AprU  1756. 

Indorsed, 
Accounts  of  Powder  at  Lancaster. 


EDWD.  SHIPPEN.* 


Col.  Clapham  to  Ooy.  1756. 

Philad^  April  6th,  1756. 

Sir: 

The  Bearer  Captain  Trezler  informs  me  that  the  Time  of  his  men's 
Inlistment  expires  on  Saturday  next,  and  that  he  has  no  Beason  to 
believe  they  will  engage  again,  the  inclos'd  was  delivered  me  by  a 
Person  who  arrived  just  now  in  Town  from  the  Frontiers.  I  thought 
proper  to  transmit  it  to  y  Honour,  and  am. 

Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

W.  CLAPHAM. 

Directed. 
To  the  hon"«  Robert  H.  Morris,  Esq'. 

Lidarsed, 

Col^  Clapham  Intelligence.  * 


Thomas  McEbb  to  Edwabd  Shippbn,  1756. 

Foart  at  Hunters  Mill,  Ap".  5<^,  1756. 

Sir: 

I  Desire  to  let  you  No  that  John  Secalemy,  Indian,  is  Com  here 

y  Day  before  yesterday,  about  4  o'clock  in  y«  afternoon,  &  Gives  me 

an  account  that  there  is  a  Great  Confusion  amongst  y*  Indians  up  y* 

,  North  branch  of  Susquehannah ;  the  Dalewaresare  a  moving  all  from 

thence  to  Ohio,  and  wants  to  Persuad  y«  Shanoues  along  with  them, 

*  See  Govts  Letter,  Ap.  8  p.  617.' 
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bat  they  Deoline  QoeiDg  with  them  that  oonne,  as  they  stilhincliQe 
to  join  with  us,  the  Shanowes  are  Goeing  up  to  a  Town  Called  Teog^ 
where  there  is  a  body  of  y  Six  Nations,  and  there  they  Intend  to 
Remain. .  He  has  brought  two  more  men,  som  women,  &  som  children 
along  with  him,  and  Sayeth  that  he  Intends  to  live  4  ^^^  with  us, 
and  Insists  upon  my  Conducting  him  down  to  where  his  Sister  and 
childer  is,  at  Canistogo,  and  Im  Loath  to  leave  my  Post,  as  bis  Hon- 
our was  offended  at  y"  last  time  I  did,  but  oan't  help  it,  he  Desires 
to  acquaint  you  that  his  sisters  son  was  kill'd  at  Penns  Creek,  in  y 
scrimege  w^  Cap^  Patterson.     This  with  Due  Respects  from 

Sir,  your  Hum*.  Ser*. 

THOMS.  M'KEE. 

Directed. 

To  Edw.  Shippen,  Esqr. 

Indorsed, 
Hunters  Mill,  5  Apr.  1756,  Thos.  MoKee. 


Gov.  Morris,  to  Coll.  William  Clapham,  1756. 

PhUad*.,  7**  Ap'.  1756. 

Sir :  ' 

As  a  Magazine  of  Provisions  and  other  warlike  stores  will  very 
soon  be  formed  at  or  near  Hunters  Mill,  upon  the  river  Sasquahana, 
I  think  it  necessary  for  the  Protection  thereof,  and  for  other  Pur- 
poses, to  order  that  you  appoint  the  said  place,  called  Hunters  Mill, 
or  some  convenient  place  near  it,  for  the  Gen^  Randezvous  of  jour 
regiment  now  raising,  and  that  you  order  all  the  men  already  enlisted 
not  employd  upon  some  other  service,  to  march  immediately  to  the 
said  Randezvous,  and  all  your  recruiting  parties  to  send  their  recruits 
thither  from  time  to  time. 

Ton  will  order  proper  guards  upon  the  magazine,  and  upon  the 
boats  &  cannoes  which  shall  be  collected  there  pursuant  to  my  orders, 
you  will  give  directions  that  the  officers  &  men  keep  themselves  in 
good  order,  and  ready  to  go  upon  duty  at  an  hours  warning. 

You  will  inform  the  Commissioners  of  these  niy  orders,  and  apply 
to  them  for  the  things  necessary  to  carry  them  into  execution. 

7**.  Apr.  1756. 

Directed. 
Coll.  W-.  Clapham. 

Endorsed,  ' 

Orders  to  Coll.  W».  Clapham,  7*".  April,  1756,  appointing  Hun- 
ters Mill,  as  a  plaoe  of  Randezvous  for  the  Reeruits  to  be  sent  to. 
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Gov.  MOBBIS  TO  CoatXISSIONEBS,  1756. 

Gen* : 

Mr.  Mi£9in  irill  lay  before  you  coppy  of  a  letter  from  Cap.  Hamil- 
ton to  Cap.  Potter,^  giving  an  Account  of  an  Action  between  about 
fifty  of  our  men  and  a  number  of  Indians,  who  had  some  time  before 
attacked  McCord's  fort,  and  were  carrying  off  some  Prisoners  from 
thence.  From  sundry  Expressions  in  the  letter,  it  appears  that  we 
were  defeated,  and  that  the  Indians  remained  masters  of  the  ground,  or 
we  should  have  known  the  number  of  the  slain,  and  whether  Jamison 
was  among  them.  You  will  observe  that  they  were  obliged  to  send 
to  Carlisle  for  a  surgeon  upon  this  occasion,  which  is  not  less  than 
sixty  miles,  and  many  of  our  wounded  people  may  suffer  for  want  of 
assistance,  I  must  therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  make  Provision 
for  one  or  more  surgeons  and  two  or  three  mates,  to  be  stationed 
with  the  troops  upon  the  frontiers;  and  if  you  think  it  necessary  to 
go  into  that  ezpence,  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  let  me  know  it,  k 
to  recommend  some  proper  persons  to  be  employed  on  those  stations. 

I  directed  Coll.  Clapham  to  Communicate  to  you  the  orders  I  gave 
him  last  night  for  his  jdarch  to  Hunter's  Mill,  which  I  find  he  has 
omitted,  being  obliged  to  go  to  White  Marsh  to  send  off  a  complete 
detachment  to  relieve  Trezler,  and  as  his  neglect  in  that  particular 
may  occasion  some  delay,  I  think  it  necessary  to  inform  you  that  I 
intend  those  troops  that  are  in  this  town  shall  move  to-morrow,  and 
hope  every  thing  will  be  provided  that  is  necessary  for  them. 

I  laid  before  you  this  morning  an  aco^  of  the  ammunition  dis* 
tributed  by  Mr.  Shippen,  of  Lancaster,')'  and  as  he  has  now  no  more 
in  his  hands,  I  recommend  it  to  you  to  furnish  him  with  a  quantity 
which  you  may  do  by  returning  waggons,  at  a  moderate  ezpencei 
and  it  will  be  there  more  conveniently  placed  than  in  this  town,  and 
be  ready  for  the  use  of  the  men  employed  in  the  frontier  countiesi 
and  yet  secure  firom  being  destroyed  oy  the  Enemy,  at  least  for  some 
time. 

P.  8. — Metoheltree,  taken  last  week  within  sight  of  Patterson's 
fort,  call'd  to  the  Garrison,  told  them  the  Indians  were  but  six 
in  number,  and  desired  to  be  rescued,  but  none  went,  he  was 
carry'd  off. 

Indorsed.— Qov^  Lre  to  the  Com",  8  April,  1756. 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  YII.  p.  77.  f  ^^  P^S^  ^^^- 
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Gov.  MoEKis  TO  Capt.  Wbathebholt,  1766. 

Philad*,  8th  April,  1756. 

As  tbere  are  Eleven  of  your  men  stationed  at  Trucker's  Mill,  I 
think  it  for  the  publick  safety  that  they  should  be  employ'd  io  rang- 
iog  the  woods,  when  the  people  of  that  township  are  inclinable  to 
Joy n  them  and  assist  in  such  service ;  I  do,  therefore,  order  that  the 
said  men  stationed  at  Trucker's  Mill,  when  they  are  not  employed  in 
escorting  Provisions  or  Stores,  shall  employ  themselves  in  scouring 
and  ranging  the  woods ;  and  I  recommend  it  to  the  inhabitants  to 
Joyn  them  from  time  to  time  for  that  purpose,  and  you  are  to  take 
care  that  this,  my  order,  be  caj^y'd  into  full  Execution. 

Directed.— To  Cap*  Weatherholt. 

Indorsed.— QoY»  Lre  to  Capt»  Weatherholt,  8  April,  1756. . 


Gov.  Morris  to  E.  Salter,  1756. 

Philad-,  Aprill,  8«,  1756. 
Sir: 

I  am  surprised  and  concerned  to  find  by  yours  of  the  4*^  Instant, 
that  you  were  then  at  Carlisle  when  yon  were  expressly  directed  to 
go  from  Lancaster  to  York,  and  so  to  McDowels  Mill,  1  had  my  rea- 
sons for  giving  you  those  directions ;  but  it  seems  you  did  not  think 
me  as  good  a  judge  as  Croghan,  Buchanon,  or  some  others  that  di- 
rected you  to  take  the  other  rout,  for  reasons  that  might  answer  their 
ends,  but  I  am  afraid  will  prove  to  your  dishonor.  I  am  sorry  to 
hear  of  the  dismal  &  distressed  state  of  the  frontiers  of  Cumberland 
County,  and  wish  it  was  now  in  my  Power  to  put  a  stop  to  the  rava- 
ges of  the  Indians. 

You  are  by  your  Instructions  tq  take  an  escort,  I  am  therefore 
surprised  to  find  you  talk  of  going  without,  which,  also  shows  rae 
that  you  do  not  read,  or  do  not  regard  the  orders  you  have  receivd ; 
you  are  to  Proceed  to  Adam  Hoops's,  and  either  there  or  in  some  other 
convenient  place  where  you  can  be  seonrd,  you  are  to  wait  for  an 
Escort,  for  which  you  will  apply  to  Cap".  Potter,  and  with  that  es- 
cort you  are  to  proceed  to  fort  Lytelton.  I  must  remind  yon  of  the 
cautions  given  you  by  the  commissioners,  and  do  insist  that  you  par- 
sue  your  Intentions  in  every  minute  particular  where  you  can  pos- 
sibly do  it,  and  that  you  neither  communicate  this  letter,  these  In- 
structions, or  your  Intentions,  to  any  Person  further  than  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  and  by  no  means  mention  the  charge  you  have. 
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I  am  obliged  to  jon  for  the  Intelligence,  bat  desire  yon  to  write 
me  by  eyery  opportunity.  f 

I  am,  Sir,  yoar 

Most  Humble  Serv^ 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

Comissary  Saltar. 

Indorsed, 

Philad*.  April  9%  56.     Df^.  to  Comissary  Saltar. 


Minute  op  Comm'rs.  Premiums  for  Scalps,  1756. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  laying  oat  Sixty 
Thousand  Pounds  for  the  King's  Use,  April  9.  1756. 

Agreed, 

That  it  be  again  proposed  to  the  Governor  to  issue  a  Proclamation 
as  soon  as  may  be,  offering  Rewards  for  the  Scalps  of  Enemy,  Indians; 
a«d  that  the  Governor  be  informed  that  this  Board  are  willing  to 
allow  the  following  Premiums  for  the  same,  viz. 

Dollars. 
For  every  Male  Indian  Prisoners  above  Ten  years  ^ 
old,  that  shall  be  delivered  at  any  of  the  Governments    >      150 
FortB  or  Towns.  j 

For  iBvery  Female  Indian  Prisoner,  or  Male  Priso-   1       ^qq 
ner  of  Ten  years  old,  and  under,  delivered  as  above.      J 

For  the  Soalp  of  every  Male  Indian  of  above  Ten    )       |gQ 
years  old.  j 

For  the  Scalp  of  every  Indian'  woman.  50 

A  true  Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

WM.  FRANKLIN,  Clk.* 

JnJoned, 

» 

Resolution  of  Com",  about  Bounty  for  Scalps,  9  Apr.  1756. 

*  See  Colon.  Records,  Vol.  VII,  p.  74,  78.  Also  letters  of  Gov.  M.  p. 
620  of  this  ToL 
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Gov.   TO   THB   COMMISSIONSRSy   1756. 

OentlemcDi 

I  this  minute  received  a  Paper*  from  M'.  Peters^  signed  W*. 
FranUin,  Glerk^  begining  in  this  Extraordinary  manner. 

Agreed, 

That  it  be  again  Proposed  to  the  Gov'.,  to  Issae  a  Proclamation 
offering  rewards  for  the  Scalps  of  Enemy,  Indians. 

What  nse  is  intended  to  be  made  of  this  Introduction,  I  know  not 
Till  I  received  this  Paper,  I  never  had  any  determinate  resolution 
from  the  Commissioners,  and  I  am  so  far  from  thinking  that  Paper 
a  proper  or  regular  way  of  communicating  that  Resolution,  that  I 
shall  at  present  take  no  other  notice  of  it  than  writing  thus  to  you 
upon  it. 

Friday  Afternoon,  3  o'clock,  9  April,  1756. 

Indorsed, 

Gov".  Lre.  to  y«  Com"'.  9**»  April,  1756,  resenting  their  serving 
him  with  a  Copy  of  a  Resolution  &  y®  several  things  said  in  y*  Reso- 
lution itself. 


Col.  Geo.  Washujgton  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756.  ^ 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  scarce  reachd  "Williamsburg,  before  an  express  was  aflier  me 
with  news  of  the  French  &  Indians  advancing  within  our  Settle- 
ments, and  doing  incredable  mischief  to  y*  liihabitants,  which 
obliged  me  to  postpone  my  business  there,  and  hurry  to  their  assist^ 
ance  with  all  expedition  :  when  I  came  to  this  place  I  found  every 
thing  in  deep  confusion,  and  the  poor  distressed  Inhabitants  under  a 
general  consternation.  I  therefore  collected  such  force  as  I  coad 
immediately  raise,  and  sent  them  in  such  parties,  and  to  such  places 
as  twas  judged  most  likely  to  meet  with  the  Enemy ;  one  of  which, 
under  the  command  of  Mr.  Paris,  luckily  fell  in  with  a  small  body 
of  them  as  they  were  surrounding  a  smtdi  Fort  on  the  No.  River  of 
Cacapehon,  whom  they  engaged,  and  (after  half  an  hour's  close  firing) 
put  to  flight  with  the  loss  of  their  commander.  Mens'  Donville, 

2:iild),  and  three  or  four  more  mortally  wounded.  The  accident 
at  has  determined  the  fate  of  Monsieur  has,  I  believe,  dispers'd 
his  Party,  for  I  dont  hear  of  any  mischief  done  in  this  Colony  ainoe, 
tho'  we  are  not  without  numbers  who  are  makeing  hourly  disooverys. 

*  See  it,  p.  619. 
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I  have  sent  yon  a  oopy  of  tho  iDstroctions*  that  were  fonnd  about 
this  officer,  that  yon  may  see  how  bold  and  enterprising  the  Enemy 
have  grown,  how  nnconfiod  are  the  ambitious  designs  of  the  Frenoh| 
and  Jiow  much  it  will  be  in  their  power,  (if  the  Colonys  continue  in 
their  fatal  Lethargy)  to  give  «  final  stab  to  Liberty  &  Property. 

Nothing  I  more  sincerely  wish  than  a  union  to  the  Colonys  in  thia 
time  of  Eminent  danger,  and  that  you  may  find  your  AssemTly  in 
a  temper  of  mind  to  act  consistently  with  their  preservation ;  what 
Maryland  has,  or  will  do,  I  know  not,  but  this  I  am  certain  off,  that 
Yirginia  will  do  every  thing  that  can  be  expected  to  promote  the 
publick  good. 

I  went  to  Williamsburg  fully  resolved  to  resign  my  Commission, 
but  was  diswaded  from  it,  at  least  for  a  time.  If  the  hurry  of 
business  in  which  I  know  your  honour  is  gen^^  engagd,  will  admit 
of  an  opportunity  to  murder  a  little  time  in  writing  to  me,  I  shoud 
receive  the  favour  as  a  mark  of  that  esteem  which  I  coud  wish  to 
merit,  by  shewing  at  all  times,  when  its  in  my  power,  how  much  I 
am, 

Dear  Sir, 

Y'  honours  most  Ob^ 

&  most  H*'-  Serv*. 

GO.  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  A  Letter  this  instant  arriving  from  Williamsburg,  informs 
that  our  Assembly  have  voted  £20,000  more,  and  that  their  forces 
sh'  be  increased  to  2000  Men ;  a  laudable  example  this,  and  I  hope 
not  a  singular  one. 

^be  indosd  to  Col'  Gage,  I  beg  y*  faV  of  you  to  forward. 

Indoraed. 

Col^  Washington — ^Inclosing  Dumas's  Instructions.f 
Aprils  1756. 


From  Gov.  Morris  to  Elisha  Saltar,  1756. 

P«-,  10**,  April,  1756. 

Sir: 

/I  hope  yon  have  my  last  letters,  and  that  you  will  not  think  of 
moving  wivhout  a  very  sufficient  escort,  as  the  present  situation  of 
affairs  make  it  dangerous  for  Yourself  and  the  Publick. 

When  you  get  to  fort  Lytellton  you  will  take,  upon  oath,  what 
proofs  you  can  of  the  certainty  of  Indian  Isaacs  having  taken  the 
scalp  of  Captain  Jacobs,  and  as  it  is  probable  that  he  was  alone 
when  he  took  that  scalp,  you  will  do  weU  to  examine  him  as  to  all 

*  See  page  600. 

t «'  Indorswl  April,  1766." 
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the  Circumstances  attending  the  affair,  and  Captain  Hamilton  will 
relate. what  he  knows  of  the  matter,  that  Isaac  may  be  entitled  to 
the  reward,  and  if  you  Judge  that  the  proof  is  as  good  as  the  natnie 
of  thd  thing  will  admit  of,  you  will  then  send  him  down  to  me,  giv- 
ing him  a  pass  and  recomendation  to  the-Jnstices  in  the  Coantys 
throqgh  which  he  may  pass,  mention  the  service  he  hafi  done^  and 
that  he  is  coming  down  to  Claim  his  reward. 

Yon  will  receive  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners  relating  to  some 
additional  pay  for  Burds  Company,  and  I  mast  recomend  it  to  you 
to  write  to  the  Commissioners  the  news  from  time  to  time,  as  well 
as  what  yon  do  in  your  office^  which  may  be  of  use  to  you. 

Indorsed. 

Gov"  Lre  to  Elbha  Saltar,  10  Apr.,  1756.* 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Clapham,  1756. 

Philad%  10**  April,  1756. 
Sir : 

Having  appointed  Joseph  Shippcn,  Jun'.,  a  Captain  in  the  He- 
gim'  under  your  Command,  I  think  it  necessary  he  should  bejmme- 
diately  employed  in  forwarding  the  service,  you  will  therefore  send 
him  Proper  recruiting  instructions  by  Major  Burd,  and  also  direc- 
tions to  collect  a  number  of  cannoes,  at  some  convenient  place  upon 
the  river  Sasquchana,  from  whence  they  may  be  easily  removed  to 
Hunters  Mill ;  and  you  will  furnish  him  with  money  for  both  these 
services,  and  order  him  to  keep  an  exact  account,  and  distinguish 
between  the  recruiting  charges  and  those  that  attend  the  getting 
together  of  the  Cannoes. 

He  is  not  to  employ  any  men  in  collecting  the  Cannoes  but  such  as 
shall  be  inlisted  in  your  regiment,  that  the  publick  may  not  be  put 
to  unnecessary  ezpence. 

You  will  direct  him  to  send  me  an  account  of  what  number  of 
Cannoes  he  is  likely  to  procure,  that  I  may  make  other  Provision  in 
case  a  number  sufficient  cannot  bo  had. 

To  Col.  Clapham'. 

Indorsed. 

Letter  Coll'.  William  Clapham,  10  April,  1756. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol  VII.  p.  77. 
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John  Stkel  to  Gov.  Morris,->1756. 

Haj  it  please  your  Hon6ar, 

Upon  mj  Return  to  Cumberland  County,  I  applied  immediately 
to  Cap*.  Burd  &  Cap^  Petterson,  for  the  draughts  of  their  Compa- 
nies, according  to  your  Honour's  instructions  ;*  But  the  time  for 
which  most  of  their  men  had  been  Enlisted,  Being  Expired,  Hhey 
Gou'd  not  fullfiil  your  Honour's  Orders.  Most  of  the  Forts  had  not 
Receiv'd  their  full  Compliment  of  Ouns,  But  were  in  a  great  mea- 
sure Supplied  by  the  Arms  the  Young  men  had  brought  w*^  them. 
Cap^  Patterson  had  Reciev'd  but  thirty  three  fire  Arms,  Cap^  Mer- 
cer has  not  so  many,  but  is  Supplied  by  M'.  Croghan's  Arms,  & 
Cap^  Hamilton  has  Lost  a  considerable  number  of  his  at  the  Late 
Skirmish  beyond  Sideling  Hill.  As  I  can  neither  h&ve  the  men. 
Arms,  nor  Blankets,  I  am  Obliged  to  Apply  to  your  Honour  for 
them ;  the  Necessity  of  our  Circumstances  has  Obliged  me  to  musr 
ter,  before  two  Magistrates,  the  one  half  of  my  Company  when)  I 
Enlisted,  and  am  Obli'd  to  Borrow  Guns.  I  pray  that  w^  all  possi- 
ble Expedition,  fifty  four  fire  arms,  &  as  many  Blankets  &  a  Quan- 
tity of  flints,  may  be  sent  to  me,  for  Since  McCords  Fort  has  been 
been  taken,  &  y*  men  defeated,  y*  pursued,  our  Country  is  in  the 
utmost  Confusion.  Great  Numbers  have  Left  the  County,  &  many 
are  preparing  to  follow,  may  it  please  your  Honour,  to  allow  me  an 
Ensign,  for  I  find  y^  a  Serjents  pay  will  not  prevail  w*^  men  to  En- 
list in  whom  much  Confidence  is  to  be  Repos'd.  I  Beg  Leave  to 
Kecommend  Archibald  Erwin  to  your  Honour  for  this  purpose.  As 
]N|^  Hoops  can  give  your  Honour  a  particular  Account  of  the  Late 
incursions  of  the  Enemy,  I  need  not  trouble  your  Honour  w*^  any 
Account  of  mine. 

I  am  your  Honour's 

Moat  Obliged  Humble  Serv^ 

JOHN  STEEL. 

Peters  township,  in  Cumberland,  April  11*^,  1756. 

Directed. 

To  the  Hon*>«  Rob*  H.  Morris,  Esq'.,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
&o.,  ^  hy  of  Adam  Hoops,  Esq'. 

Indorsed. 

Letter  from  the  Reverend  Capt"  Steel  to  the  Gov'. 
AprU  21, 1756. 

*  See  them,  March  26,  on  page  601. 
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OoMnssiov  TO  BoBXBT  lEwnr,  176& 

By  the  Hononnble  Bobert  Hunter  Horriii  Bei|iim,  Ooftmor  nS 
CommMicler-uhGhief  of  the  Provinoe  of  PenniylvaauijMid  Gom- 
iiae  of  NewoutIO|  Kent  and  Snieaz  09  t)e]&wm. 

To  Robert  Irwin — Gentleman : 

I  do  hereby  eonstitnte  and  appoint  yon,  the  aaid  R.  IrwiOi  to  be 
Chief  Waggon  Master  to  the  Foroea  employed  in  the  Senriee  of  tUl 
Prorinoe  under  the  Oommand  of  CoU  William  CUiphamy  and  aim 
Condnetor  of  all  Boats  and  Canoes  to  be  employed  for  the  use  of  the 
aaid  Plrovineial  Forees.  Yon  are  therefore  earefnlly  and  dilimtly 
to  diseharge  the  Dutiee  of  Waggon  Master  ft  Condnetor  of  the  BoaH 
&  Caanoesi  and  to  follow  such  Orders  and  Direotions  as  you  shall 
from  time  to  time  rooeive  from  my  self  or  from  the  said  Wm.  Os^ 
ham,  or  other  your  superior  officers.  Given  under  my  Hand  aM 
Seal  at  Arms,  at  Philadelphia,  the  12^^  Day  of  ApriL  in  the  29* 

year  of  His  Majesty's  Beign  ft  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  175& 

•        ■  ■.      • 

Indaned, 

Draught  Commission  to  Bob*  Irwin.  Waggon  Master.  12  Ap^.» 

1756. 


Instructions  to  Robert  Irwin,  1756. 

iDstructions  to  Robert  Irwin,  Waggon  Master  and  Conductor  of  tbo 
Boats  and  Canoes  to  the  Forces  employed  in  the  Service  of  this 
Provincei  under  the  Command  of  Colonel  William  Clapbam: 

You  are  to  t^ke  particular  care  that  all  the  Waggons,  Carts  aod 
Carriages  *  *  *  *  »        •     » 

be  kept  constantly  tight  and  strong,  the  Wheels  well  greased  aod  in 
good  order  and  Condition,  that  the  Drivers  and  other  attendants  oa 
the  same  do  diligently  and  faithfully  perform  their  proper  Duties  of 
all  which  you  are  from  time  to  time  (or  as  often  as  required)  to  give 
an  Account  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  said  Forces  that  in 
case  of  Failure  the  Delinquent  may  be  furnished  according  to  their 
Deserts. 

In  like  manner  you  are  to  take  special  care  of  the  Boats  and 
Canoes,  and  observe  the  like  directions  as  is  given  with  respect  to 
Wagons,  &c. 

You  are  to  take  care  that  none  of  the  Harness,  Paddles,  Can, 

Poles,  Tools,  Materials  or  Stores  be  misapplied,  embeuled  or  con- 

0^  verted  to  private  use  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  as  it  may  be  in 

your  Power  to  prevent  the  sante^  but  upon  the  first  notice  yon  reoeive 
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of  any  such  male  practice  you  are  to  acquaint  the  Cfommandiog 
Officer  of  the  Forces  therewith. 

You  are  to  take  care  that  none  of  the  Publick  Waggons,  Carts, 
Carriages,  Boats  or  Canoes  be  applied  to  any  other  uses  or  Services^, 
than  such  as  they  are  particularly  appointed  or  appropriated  to  with- 
out particular  Direction  from  mc  or  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Baid  Forces. 

You  arc  from  Time  to  Time  to  acquaint  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  said  Forces  if  any  of  the  Waggons,  Carts,  Carriages,  Boats  or 
Oanocs  are  disabled  or  are  lost  or  taken  by  the  Enemy,  together  with 
the  manner  and  how  and  where  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and 
Enquiry  to  the  end  that  others  may  be  procured. 

When  the  Forces  are  ordered  to  March  you  are  to  see  that  all  the 
Waggons,  Carts,  Carriages,  Boats  and  Canoes  proceed  according  to 
the  Disposition  that  shall  be  given  you  by  the  Commanding  Officer 
md  that  all  the  Attendants  or  the  Horses  be  upon  their  proper  posts 
ind  Divisions. 

You  are  to  keep  an  exact  Account  of  the  times  for  and  the  Terms 
3D  which  any  Waggon,  Cart  or  Carriage^  Boat  or  Canoe  is  hired  and 
irben  discharged. 

You  are  to  give  receipts  for  what  things  you  receive  into  your 
3are,  and  take  Keceipts  for  what  you  deliver  out. 

You  are  to  pay  no  Money  without  an  Account  specifying  the  Par- 
iculars  and  receipt  from  the  Person  to  whom  you  Pay  it. 

You  are  to  keep  fair  and  regular  Accounts  of  all  your  Transac- 
tions, and  Deliver  them  when  demanded  to  the  Commanding  Officer, 
uid  in  any  difficulty  you  must  not  fail  to  take  his  particular  direc- 

U0D8. 

»»•  Aprn,  1756. 

Indorsed. 

Instructions  to  Robert  Irwin,  Waggon  Master  and  Conductor  of 
he  Boats  &  Canoes.     12  April;  1756. 


^Gov.  M.  TO  THE  Commissioners,  1756. 

April  13%  1756. 

Jent" : 

As  we  have  many  Prisoners  in  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy  Indians 
[t  may  be  of  considerable  advantage  and  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  very 
fateful!  to  the  Province  If  I  am  enabled  to  oflFer  a  reward  for  bring- 
Dg  them  in  alive,  which  I  think  had  best  be  done  in  the  same 
jfoclamation  with  the  other  rewards  you  have  already  proposed. 

I  imagine  the  same  rewards  that  are  offered  for  the  Indian  Men 
Prisoners  will  be  sufficient,  as  there  will  be  no  risque  in  bringing 
Vol.  II.— 27 


626  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1756. 

them  off.  ^B I  pTopoM  to  to  Pabliah  the  Pvodamatioii  to-moR6w 
I  should  be  glad  of  your  opinion  upon  this  matter  in  the  mornisg. 

I  think  to  offer  the  rewud  for  Indian  men  above  twelve  yean  of 
age,  which  your  former  letter  will  sapport^  unless  yon  desire  it  other- 
wise in  the  morning. 

To  ye  Commissioners. 

ltidor9ed, 
Oov  to  the  Com^i  12  Ap'i  1756|  about  English  Prisoners. 


Gov.  Morris  to  the  Commissioners,  1756. 

^  16  Apr.  1756. 

Gent» : 

I  have  ordered  Coll'  Clapham  to  Bendezvons  his  Regiment  at  or 
near  Hunter's  Mill,  upon  the  Sasquehanna,  where  I  have  directed  a 
number  of  cannoes  to  be  eoUected  and  fitted  for  transporting  the 
Stores  to  Shamokin;  I  believe  you  will  think  it  necessary  to  form  a 
Magazine  of  Provisions  and  other  warlike  stores  there,  at  least  suf- 
ficient to  supply  the  troops  emplojr^d  at  Shamokin ;  Coll"  Clapham 
will  fix  upon  and  fit  up  proper  Places  for  the  reception  of  the  Stores, 
and  will  place  proper  guards  upon  them,  and  having  some  time  ago 
delivered  in  to  the  Commissioners  a  list  of  things  for  that  ezpeditioD, 
I  hope  you  have  directed  them  to  be  prepared,  or  such  of  them  as 
you  Judged  necessary,  and  as  a  large  detachment  of  that  Regiment 
will  move  from  hence  when  the  weather  will  permit,  I  recommend 
it  to  you  to  send  such  provisions  and  stores  as  are  ready,  under  their 
care  to  the  Rendezvous. 

I  have,  agreeable  to  your  request,  order'd  a  detachm*  oif  thirty 
men  of  Clapham's  regiment  to  proceed  to  Carlisle,  and  there  to  be 
posted  in  the  best  manner  for  the  security  and  defence  of  that  town. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy  writes  me,  that  by  an  Act  of  Assembly  in  his 
Govemm*,  provision  is  made  for  a  number  of  men,  not  exceedioff  400, 
to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  troops  of  this  Province,  and  two  hnnd* 
red  from  New  Jersey,  in  an  offensive  war  against  the  Indians.  The 
manner  proposed  by  him  for  employing  those  troops,  is  to  send  them 
to  the  Indian  towns,  or  the  places  of  their  retreat,  either  in  a  body 
or  separately,  as  the  intelligence  of  the  strength  and  Circumstances 
of  the  Enemy  may  make  necessary.  I  do  not  see  how  any  other 
plan  of  operations  oan  be  proposed,  with  regard  to  such  an  enemy  as 
Indians. 

You  will  permit  me  to  observe.  Gentlemen,  that  if  four  hundred 
men  are  raised  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  New  York  &  Jersey 
txt>ops,  as  they  are  all  to  be  employed  in  this  Province,  we  shall  have 
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die  benefit  of  a  thousand  men  for  the  ezpenoe  of  four  hundred  only. 
And  as  S'  Charles- presses  this  matter  upon  me,  I  most  beg  yon  wiU 
enable  me  to  give  him  an  explicit  answer.  • 

^   Indoned. — ^Draught  Lre  to  the  Com",  16  Apr.  1758. 


Gov.  MOBRIfl  TO  THB  COMMISSIONERS,  1756. 

Satarday,  Aprill  17th,  1766. 
(Gentlemen : 

As  I  am  not  well  enough  to  attend  you  this  mornings  it  may  for- 
ward basiness  if  1  observe  to  you,  that  the  Assembly,  by  their  message 
of  yesterday,  decline  providing  for  the  ezpences  of  the  Indians  now 
in  town,  but  think  they  ought  to  be  defrayed  by  the  Commission" 
out  of  the  sixty  thousand  pounds,  as  you  will  see  by  their  message, 
which  I  send  you  herewith,  and  as  Montour  &  Scarriady  express 
some  uneasinass  that  they  have  not  received  anv  reward  for  their 
services,  I  hope  you  will  enable  me  to  reward  them  properly,  and 
among  other  things,  to  give  them  some  fine  deaths,  which  will  be 
more  agreeable  to  them  than  any  thing  else,  and  they  petition  for  an 
immediate  supply  of  pocket  money. 

Indoned, — ^Dft  to  the  Commissioners,  Aprill  18th,  1756. 


JoHK  Har&ib  to  Edward  Shippbn,  1756. 

Paxton,  April  17th,  1756. 
Sir: 

The  Canoes  that  must  be  Employ'd  for  the  Service  on  onr  Kiver, 
are  in  general  too  Small,  therefore  it  is  Absolutely  necessary  to  have 
a  small  number  of  Battoes  Immediately  made,  as  they  will  carry  a 
much  Larger  Burden,  Keep  but  the  same  number  of  hands  £m« 
ploy'd  in  working  them  up  the  River  as  our  small  Canoes  will,  and 
will  certainly  answer  the  Purpose  better,  as  the  Sides  will  be  higher, 
to  Keep  out  the  waves  in  our  falls  ,  w"^  will  be  always  to 

}>i8B  through ;  snd  in  high  winds,  w^  may  sometimes  happen,  there 
will  not  be  the  least  Danger  of  Passing  up  or  down  this  River  in  a 
Batoe,  when  a  Canoe  must  be  unloaded  or  Damage  her  Cargo ;  there- 
fore, as  I  think  my  Self  a  Judge  of  our  River  Navigation,  and  the 
most  Necessary  and  Servisable  Vessels  to  be  Employ  d  in  it,  I  think 
It  my  Duty  to  Write  yon  this  Letter,  and  .also  to  Inform  you  that 
Wm.  Chesnut  will  Supply  you  in  Suitable  plank  upon  Getting  Di- 
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reotions,  to  mako  the  Batoes ;  tbe  boardfl^  I  Imagine,  is  not  to  be 
Sawed  after  the  Common  Manner. 

I  am  in  haste,  Sir, 

Y'  most  Obedient 

Humble  Serr^, 

JOHN  HARRIS. 

P.  S. — Be  pleas'd  to  Write  me  a  line  if  you  have  any  thing  to 
Say.     Y", 

J.  H. 

Directed. 

To  Edward  Shippen,  Esq**, 
at  Lancaster. 

Indorsed. — Aprill  17th,  1756.     John  Harris. 


Conrad  Weiser  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

May  it  please  the  Governor, 

I  was  required  by  some  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Comissioners  to 
wat  on  your  Hopour,  about  this  time  in  order  assist  in  setling  the 
presents  for  Scaruiady  and  other  Indians  now  in  town,  and  as  you 
are  engaged  in  Company,  I  thought  it  as  Convenient  to  put  my 
thoughts  about  that  affair  to  writing,  whioh  are  as  follows  : 

To  Searuiady  a^Sute  of  Cloths,  and  40  or  50  dollars  in  money  to 
And^  Montour,  as  the  Governor  &  the  Gentlemen  the  Comissioners, 
pleases,  he  is  to  have  more  then  Searuiady,  and  he  oan  talk  with 
your  Honour  &  the  Comissioners  himself. 

Jonathan  was  not  hired  by  the  Government,  but  went  up  with 
the  two  former  at  their  request,  and  suffered  or  underwent  the  same 
danger,  he  should  have  a  Sute  of  Cloths. 

The  rest  should  all  be  Clothed  and  a  few  Dollars  in  their  Pocket 
If  any  Stays  with  us  they  should  fare  as  well  as  *those  that  goes 
away. 

Silver  Hill  should  be  bribed  to  stay. 

The  womens  should  have  each  a  Strowd  Matohcoat,  a  Shirt,  a  pair 
of  Indian  Stocking,  a  few  dresed  Dear  Skins  for  shoes,  perhaps  un* 
dressed  will  do  for  tftose  that  stay,  the  above  is  my  simple  opinion 
which  submit  to  your  Honour,  whp  am  your  very  obedient, 

CONRAD  WEISER.* 

April  the  17,  at  about  5  in  the  afternoon. 

Indorsed, 

Conrad  Weiser. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VII.  p.  96. 
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Gov.  M.  TO  GovR.  Hardy,  1756. 

Sir:' 

Some  days  ago  I  wrote  you*  that  it  was  my  opioion  no  other  plan 
could  be  laid  for  carrying  on  a  war  against  Indians,  than  that  you 
had  proposed  of  finding  out  and  attacking  their  towns — and  by  that 
means  removing  the  the  war  into  their  Country,  a  My  Commis- 
sioners seem  to  be  of  the  same  opinion,  But  think  that  the  best 
way  of  doing  it  is  by  giving  large  rewards  for  Prisoners  &  Scalps — 
this  indeed  may  induce  men  to  go  out  in  company,  but  the  cutting 
off  one  or  two  small  partys  will  put  a  stop  to  that  kind  of  war. 

The  four  hundred  men  for  the  Shamokin  ExpeditionS|  are  almost 
complete,  and  I  am  forming  a  magazine  of  Provisions  and  stores 
upon  the  Sasquahana,  for  the  troops  that  are  employed  upon  the 
frontiers,  and  as  a  wooden  fort  or  Staccado  will  answer  the  present 
purpose,  those  troops  will  be  soon  at  liberty  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  yours. 

I  imagine  from  the  steps  taken  by  the  French  &  Indians,  at  the 
great  carrying  place  that  they  intend  to  obstruct  our  Passages  to 
Oswego,  and  Considering  the  length  of  the  wood  Creek  and  the 
nature  of  the  Country  bordering  upon  that  and  the  Onandago  Kiver, 
that  it  will  not  be  a  very  difficult  task,  with  a  few  men  employed  there 
to  do  us  considerable  damage  and  delay  our  motions,  and  with  great 
submission  I  must  think  that  the  men  posted  at  that  pass  were  not 
'sufficient  for  maintaining  a  post  of  that  importance,  upon  the  Hold- 
ing of  which  not  only  the  operations  upon  the  lakes,  but  even  the 
possession  of  Oswego  depended,  but  I  hope  Oen.  Johnsons  Intelli- 
gence, and  timely  assistance  will  disapoint  the  designs  of  the  French, 
and  Save  us  the  trouble  of  retaking  that  pass. 

I  can't  help  thinking  that  we  should  have  had  more  men  upon  the 
Carrying  place,  considering  the  importance  of  the  pass,  and  that  our 
operations  to  the  westward,  and  even  the  Possession  of  Oswego  de- 
pended upon  our  being  masters  of  it.  However  I  hope  the  orders 
you  have  given  &  S'  William  Johnsons  timely  execution  of  them, 
will  press  open  the  Communication  to  Oswego,  and  save  the  trouble 
of  retaking  that  place. 

A  party  of  fifty  men  from  one  of  our  western  forts,  have  had  an 
engagement  with  about  sixty  Indians,  in  which  we  suffered  consid- 
erably, there  being  only  thirty  of  our  men  returned  of  which  twenty- 
five  are  wounded. 

A  vessel  arrived  here  last^ight  who  spoke  with  a  ship  bound  into 
Virginia,  that  left  London  the  first  week  in  March,  when  things  were 
in  the  same  state,  no  war  declared,  but  the  English  continued  taking 
the  French  ships,  we  have  also  an  account  from  the  West  Indies 
which  I  believe  may  be  depended  on  that  the  Warwick  man  of  war, 

*  See  p.  606. 


680  PENNSTLVANIA  AUCHIVBS  1756. 

was  taken  off  Martioico  by  three  French  ships  of  ye  Line,  and  a 
Frigate. 

IndoTted, 

Draft  to  S'  Charles  Hardy^ 
18**  AprU  1756. 


Gbn'l  Shirley  to  Gov,  M.,  1756. 

Boston,  Sanday,  April  IS,  1756. 
Bear  Sir, 

Two  days  ago  I  received  letters  from  yonr  Nepliew,  Staata,  and 
Major  Rutherford,  informing  me  that  Lord  Loudon  was  appointed 
Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Maj^  Forces  in  North  America,  and  y* 
Colonels  Abercrombie  and  Webb,  both  made  L*.  Generals  upon  this 
Oocasionj  are  put  npon  the  Staff;  and  y*  General  Webb  was  to  set 
out  in  the  packet  boat  in  ten  days  for  North  America,  in  order  to 
take  upon  him  the  whole  Command  untill  the  Arrival  of  Lord 
Loudon;  and. I  hear  the  Goverm^  of  Jamaica  is  determined  qpon 
for  me. 

Upon  this  Occasion  I  think  it  my  Indispensable  Duty  to  push  on 
all  preparations  for  both  Expeditions  with  as  much  Vigour  as  I  was 
doing  it  before ;  and  in  case  of  any  accidents  befalling  Gen^  Webb  in 
his  passage,  or  not  arriving  here  in  time  to  begin  the  Operations  when 
they  ought  to  be,  to  begin  them  myself;  For  the  News  I  have 
received,  coming  by  private  letters  only,  I  can't  take  notice  of  it; 
However,  as  I  am  previously  appriz'd  of  these  Alterations,  and  that 
T  may  soon  expect  Orders  in  pursuance  of  them,  It  will  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  me  to  hold  a  Council  of  Warr  at  New  York,  consistiDg 
of  Governours  and  Field  Officers,  (if  to  be  had)  according  to  his 
MajT"  Instructions,  before  I  enter  upon  any  Operation. 

In  my  wajr  thro'  Connecticutt  I  will  engage  Gov'.  Fitch,  as  I  will 
Gov.  Hopkins  likewj|e,  if  I  can,  to  be  present  at  the  Council ;  and 
as  it  is  a  matter  of  great  Importance  to  his  Maj^*  Service,  as  well  of 
Consequence  to  my  self,  I  must  intreat  the  favour  of  you  not  to  fail 
meeting  me  at  New  York,  w^^  would  infinitely  oblige, 

My  Dear,  Sir, 

Yonr  most  Affectionate, 

Humb^  Servant, 

W.  SHIRWEY. 

Staats  hath  acquitted  himself  in  the  business  I  sent  him  upon, 
with  much  honour  to  me,  and  to  himself  in  the  Opinion  of  the 
Ministry. 

See  answer  26,  Ap.  p.  643. 
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The  Afikir  of  Jamuoa  must  be  a  dead  Secret.  I  sel  out  from 
hence  for  New  York  on  Wensdaj  afternoon  without  fail^  and  shall 
be  there  by  Monday  night  after. 

If  General  Webb  Bhonid  be  arrived  before  Monday,  come  se'n  night 
at  New  York ;  there  will  not  be  the  same  necessity  of  your  giving 
yourself  the  trouble  to  meet  me. 

Hon"«  Eob*.  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

Indarged, 

Aprill  18th,  1756,  Gen".  Shirley. 


James  Burd  to  Gov.  M.,  1756. 

Carlisle,  19th  Aprile,  1756. 
Sir, 

I  arrived  here  on  Friday  evening,  and  began  Immediately  to 
Becruit,  but  found  few  Volunteers,  fnd  all  that  I  have  been  able  to 
Enlist  is  4  men  for  12  months;  & altho'  I  told  the  Commissi"  again 
and  again  Candidly,  that  their  would  be  a  good  deal  of  Difficulty  in 
filling  up  the  Comp^,  (with*  Advance  Money)  yett  they  were  of 
Opinion  that  their  would  be  men  enough  gott  without  Running  the 
Bisque  of  Advancing,  but  I  must  begg  leaye  to  inform  your  Hon' 
that  the  Commiss**  are  deceived  in  this,  as  they  will  be  in  any 
dependances  they  may  have  on  Assistance  ^from  the  Country,  from 
People  who  are  not  in  their  pay. 

On  Saturday  Afternoon  Capt".  Mercer  Arrived  here,  and  is  Be- 
cruiting  for  his  Cornp''  at  Fort  Shirley,  &  as  he  was  a  Stranger  in 
Town,  I  have  procured  him  Thirty  pound  from  M'.  Francis  West 
upon  my  Obligation,  &  for  which  Capt".  Mercer  gives  M'.  West  a 
Ihraught  upon  the  Commissi  This  1  thought  myself  under  Obliga* 
tion  to  do  for  the  good  of  the  Service,  which  is  an  Interest  I  shall 
always  have  at  Heart. 

I  intended  to  have  March'd  this  Morning  for  Fort  Granville,  but 
the  Creeks  is  so  high  that  the  Carriers  can't  Attempt  to  gett  their 
horses  &  loads  over,  but  hope  to  be  able  to  go  to-morrow  Morning ; 
I  shall  Betum  here  with  M'.  Salter  towards  the  latter  end  of  this 
week  or  ye  begining  of  the  week  following,  in  order  to  Becruit  my 
Gomp>'. 

I  am  inform'd  that  they  are  entirely  out  of  all  manner  of  Pro« 
visions  at  Fort  Granville,  which  is  a  yery  bad  Situation,  as  the 
Enemy  are  Constantly  Visiting  them  ]  they  have  wounded  two  men 
within  sight  of  ye  Fort,  &  one  of  ye  men's  lives  are  diapair'd  of, 
they  would  have  Carried  off  one  of  them  had  not  Lew^  Ward  rushed 
out  of  the  Fort  &  Bescued  him ;  M'.  Ward  sent  a  Detatchem*  under 
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je  Com'  of  Eosigne  Clark  after  the  Enemy,  but  could  not  come  np 
with  them. 

I  could  wish  we  had  a  Surgeon,  &  Medicines,  we  shall  looee  one 
half  of  our  men^  with  perhaps  Slight  wounds,  purelj  for  want  of 
Assistance. 

I  am  glad  that  I  have  no  disagreeable  news  of  late  Encurtions  by 
ye  Enemy  to  sting  your  Hon"  ears  with.  But  I  am  convinced  that 
unless  these  Garisons  are  Reinforced  to  150  men  each,  &  Sufficient 
stores  of  Amunition  &  Provisions^  that  this  part  of  our  Province  will 
be  forced. 

I  am  m6Bt  Respectfullyi 
Your  Hon" 

Most  Obed*  humble  Serv% 

JAMES  BDRD. 

I  hope  ye  Gov',  will  Excuse  this  Scrall,  as  their  is  a  Scarcity  of 
Qaills  here. 

22*^  Apr.  1756,  the  above  Matters  are  recommended  to  the  Cons" 
of  the  Commissioners. 

By  His  Honour's  Command, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

Indorsedj 

19  Apr.  1756,  Capt\  James  Burd. 


Capt.  Hugh  Mercer  to  Gov.  M.,  1756. 

Carlisle,  19th  April,  1756. 
Honoured  Sir, 

The  Commissary  General  of  the  Musters,  with  your  Honour's 
Instructions  to  review  and  Pay  off  the  Garrison  att  Fort  Shirley, 
arrived  in  a  very  lucky  time,  when  the  greater  part  of  our  Men 
were  about  to  abandon  the  Fort  for  want  of  Pay,  It  was  with  great 
difficulty  I  could  prevent  their  doing  so  for  three  Weeks  before,  that 
is  ever  since  the  time  of  enlistment  had  been  expired.     I  am  sorrey 
to  observe  that  numbers  of  our  best  men  have  declined  the  Service, 
and  reduced  me  to  the  necessity  of  recruiting  anew,  thro'  diffidence 
with  regard  to  their  Pay,  and  I  have  been  oblidged  to  engage  that 
even  such  as  left  us  when  paid  off,  should  have  the  same  allowance 
as  formerly  for  their  Overplus  time,  depending  upon  my  being  reim- 
bursed, as  without  such  ingagement  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  the 
fort  from  falling  into  the  Enemys  hands.     I  am  now  about  filling 
up  my  Company  to  Sixty  Men,  agreeable  to  your  Orders,  And  have 
drawn  upon  the  Com  missionaries  for  £30  for  this  purpose.  A  Garri- 
son of  thirty  Men  are  now  att  Fort  Shirley,  engaged  to  remain  there 
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till  the  first  of  May,  by  which  time  I  am  in  hopes  of  compleating 
the  Company,  And  shall  immediately  therenpon  repair  thither;  It 
is  to  be  feared  that  Oar  Communication  with  the  Settlement  will 
soon  be  cat  off,  unless  a  ^jeater  force  is  Ordered  for  the  Garrison, 
As  Your  Honour  is  sensible  that  I  can  send  no  detachment  to  escort 
provisions,  equal  in  foroe  to  Parties  of  the  Enemy  who  have  lately 
made  Attempts  upon  our  frontiers,  and  considering  how  short  of 
Provisions  we  have  hitherto  been  kept,  the  Loss  of  One  Party  upon 
this  duty  must  reduce  us  to  the  last  necessity. 

M'.  Huffh  Crawford  is  upon  the  Betum  of  Leutenant|  and  M'. 
Thos.  SmaTlman,  who  acted  before  as  Commissary  in  the  Fort,  as 
Ensign  to  my  Company;  It  will  be  a  particular  obligation  laid  upon 
me  to  have  an  Exchange  of  M'.  James  Hays  for  Leutenant,  and  M'. 
Smallman  continued.  And  Perhaps  M'.  Crawford  would  be  satisfied 
to  fill  M'.  Hays'  Place  with  Capt*.  Paterson,  as  numbers  of  that 
Company  are  of  his  Acquaintance.  I  have  given  M'.  Croghan  a 
Beceipt  for  what  Arms  and  other  necessary  Articles  belonging  to 
him  are  att  Fort  Shirley,  a  Copy  of  which,  together  with  my  Jour* 
nail  and  General  Return,  shall  be  sent  by  Cap*.  Salter;  and  find  it 
impossible  to  Arm  my  Men  or  compleat  what  yet  remains  of  our 
Outworks  without  them.  The  Guns  are  preferable  to  those  belong- 
ing  to  the  Government,  and  I  hope  will  be  purchased  for  our  Use. 

Cap*.  Salter  will  inform  your  Honour  how  unfitt  the  Arms  in 
General  are  for  Use,  even  after  being  righted  by  a  Gunsmith,  whose 
Account  is  very  Considerable;  besides.  We  have  no  Cartridge  Boxes, 
nor  any  convenient  pouches  for  Powder  &  Lead,  so  that  in  complying 
with  Your  Instructions  of  giving  a  Detail  of  what  is  wanting  for 
the  Company,  I  may  mention  in  General,  Arms  and  Aceoutriments, 
besides  Orders  to  the  Commissary  for  a  large  Supply  of  Provisions  att 
Once,  And  regular  pay  Once  a  Month ;  it  will  put  me  to  extream 
difficulty  if  the  Commissionaries  do  not  think  proper  to  remit  me 
Money  to  pay  my  Men  by  the  first  of  May.  I  have  wrote  them  to 
this  purpose,  and  beg  Your  Honour  will  enable  me  to  fulfill  my 
engagements  with  the  Company,  without  which  I  can  hope  for  very 
little  Satisfaction  in  serving  the  Publick. 

The  trust  your  Honour  has  been  pleased  to  repose  in  me  in  giving 
me  the  Command  of  Fort  Shirley,  calls  for  my  warm  Acknowledge- 
ments, and  cannot  fail  of  engaging  my  utmost  attention  and  seal  in 
the  execution  of  your  Orders. 

I  am,  Your  Honour's 

Most  obedient  and  most 
humble  Serv*, 

HUGH  MEBCEB. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Honourable  Bobert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pensilvania. 

(Copied.) 
Indarted, — 19  Apr.  1756,  Capt".  Hugh  Mercer. 

27* 
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Edwd.  Shippbn  to  Gov.  Morbis,  1756. 

Lancaster,  the  19  th  April,  1756| 
HoDOured  Sir : 

I  have  been  at  Capt.  M^'Kees  Fort  where  I  found  about  ten  In- 
dians, men  women  and  children,  three  of  the  women  Ijing  yeiy  ill 
in  bed.  The  Captain  tells  me  that  Johnj  Shekallimj  is  greailj 
Plsatisfied  with  being  there ;  and  has  several  times  been  much  out 
of  Temper  which  he  would  hope  was  owing  to  nothing  but  je  sick- 
ness of  the  Indians,  &  to  their  being  often  insulted  bj  the  fearful 
ignorant  people  who  •have  Sometimes  told  Shekallimj  to  his  face, 
that  thej  had  a  good  mind  to  Scalp  him.  Shekallimj  let  mc  know 
that  he  wished  the  Indians  would  be  moved  down  to  Bamj  Hogbes, 
where  Capt.  M^Kees  woman,  and  Children  live  and  afterwards  if 
the  Governor  thought  proper  he  would  go  to  Wjoming,  and  endeay- 
our  to  bring  Down  Buckshenoath  a  great  man,  a  Shawanese  Ci4>tain, 
who  would  have  come  with  him  now ;  but  the  Delawares  would  not 
permit  it,  he  sajs  that  at  the  Council  at  Wjoming  whither  jour 
Honour  sent  Silver  heels  and  the  belt,  to  know  whj  the  Indians 
Struck  their  brethren  the  English ;  This  Shawanese  Captain  ob- 
served, that  it  was  not  more  than  one  night  and  a  half,  (meaniDg  a 
jear  and  a  half,)  Since  he  had  taken  the  Governor  bj  the  hand,  & 
)ieard  everj  thing  that  he  Said,  which  was  verj  kind,  &  loving,  and 
whj  Should  he  forget  him  so  soon  ?  that  he  was  then  Sitting  be- 
tween the  Six  Nations,  and  the  Governour,  taking  one  in  each  hand. 
That  Council  consisted  of  Shawanjs,  Cbickasaws,  Mohickens,  and 
Some  of  tlie  Six  Nations,  and  Shekallimj  was  appointed  to  give  the 
answer,  who  Spoke  and  Said,  You  our  joung  brothers  the  Shawanei^e 
it  maj  be  know  the  reason  of  Striking  the  English,  as  jou  are  al- 
wajs  in  Council  with  the  Delawares,  no  answered  the  Shawanese, 
directing  their  Discourse  to  the  Six  nations — sajing  Old  Brothers, 
we  cannot  tell  wbj  the  hatchet  was  taken  up  against  the  English, 
but  JOU  know  the  reason  of  it  who  were  alwajs  with  them  at  Gen- 
eral Braddocks  battle. 

Shekallimj  Sajs  there  are  about  400  Indian  Warriors  at  Tiaogo 
of  the  Six  Nations,  Delawares,  Munsees,  and  Shawanese ;  and  about 
40  more  at  WjomiDg,  vizt,  ten  Mohickens,  ten  Mingoes,  &  20  Shaw- 
anese, he  Sajs,  if  we  attempt  to  go  up  to  Shamokin  to  build  a  Fort, 
we  maj  expect  to  be  attacked  bj  a  bodj  of  five  hundred  Indians  in 
our  march. 

According  to  Your  Honours  Instructions  to  Mr.  Burd,  I  have  pre- 
vailed with  Shekallimj  to  Staj  where  he  is  till  he  can  hear  again 
from  jour  Honour,  I  pitj  the  Sick  Indians  much,  because  there  is 
neither  Sheep,  Calves,  or  poultrj  to  be  got  in  that  part  of  the  Coun- 
try, and  tho'  game  is  verj  plentj  jet  the  Indians  dare  not  venture 
out  of  the  Fort  for  fear  of  being  murdered,  and  the  Captain  inibrms 
me  that  the  Garrison  has  been  but  poorlj  served ;  the  provisions 
having  been  verj  ordinarj,  but  thej  are  now  a  little  better  used,  jet 
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he  would  &in  believe,  the  persons  employed  about  them  did  their 
best :  he  finds  that  one  pound  of  Burlington  Pork  will  go  as  far  as 
two  pounds  made  in  that  Country.  John  Harris  has  built  an 
excellent  Stockado  round  his  house  which  is  ye  only  place  of  Secu- 
rity that  way,  for  the  provisions  for  ye  army,  he^  having  much  good 
cellar  room,  and  as  he  has  but  six  or  seven  men*  to  guard  it,  if  the . 
Government  would  order  six  more  men  there  to  strengthen  it,  it 
would  in  my  opinion  be  of  great  use  to  the  cause,  even  were  no  pro- 
visions to  be  Stored  there  at  all ;  tho'  there  is  no  room  for  any  scarce 
in  Captain  M^'Kees  Fort.  Hanters  house  indeed,  would  answer  such 
a  purpose  were  it  Stockado'd ;  bat  as  it  is  quite  naked,  and  stands 
five  or  six  hundred  feet  from  the  Fort,  the  enemy  may  Surprise  it  in 
ye  night,  and  kill  the  people,^nd  set  ye  roof  on  fire  in  three  or  four 
places  at  once,  and  if  the  Ccnterys  Should  discern  the  fire  as  soon  as 
it  begins  to  blaze,  it  might  be  too  difficult  a  task  for  them  to  quench 
it  without  buckets  or  pails.  I  speak  with  Submission,  but  this 
Stockade  of  Harris's  ought  by  all  means  to  be  supported,  for  if  for 
want  of  this  small  addition  of  men  abovementioned,  the  Indians 
should  destroy  it,  the  Consequence  would  be  that  most  of  ye  Inhabi- 
tants within  twenty  miles  of  his  house  would  immediately  leave  their 
Plantations,  the  Enemy  can  come  over  the  hills  at  five  Miles  Dis* 
tance  from  McKees  Fort.  But  notwithstanding  all  I  have  Said  on 
the  head,  I  am  convinced  that  the  Number  of  Stockades  set  up  and 
down  the  Country  do  more  hurt  than  good. 

By  the  best  intelligence  I  can  get,  it  will  be  best  for  Colonel  Clap- 
ham  to  march  his  Regiment  on  ye  west  side  of  ye  Susquehannah, 
after  first  marching  eight  or  nine  miles  on  this  Side  :  the  only  diffi- 
culty will  be  in  crossing  the  River :  I  know  there  are  several  bad 
passes,  as  far  as  Captain  McKees  Plantation,  where  I  have  been :  it 
is  but  25  miles  from  Hunters  Mill. 

I  ought  to  acquainted  your  honour  before  that  I  have  cautioned 
Captain  McKee,  against  suflfering  any  body  to  abuse  the  Indians  for 
the  future }  and  by  all  means,  have  advised  him  to  keep  a  Strickt 
watch  over  the  young  Frenchman,  whom  he  has  under  his  care. 

Inclosed  is  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Harris,  and  also  a  memorandum. 
At  the  request  of  a  poor  neighbour  of  his,  who  has  but  one  hand  to 
work  with  for  his  living,  I  send  an  acco^  of  Some  losses  which  he 
assures  me  he  sustained  by  the  Indians  whom  Mr.  Harris  main- 
tained at  the  Charge  of  the  Government.  Please  to  pardon  my  pro- 
lixity, and  permit  me  to  say  that      I  am, 

Your  Honours  most  affectionate 

Humble  Serv*, 

EDWD.,  SHIPPEN. 

Directed, 

To  the  Hon^*«  The  Governor. 

Indorsed. 

£dward  Shippen. 
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Joseph  Shippbn  Junr.  to  Gov.  M.  1756. 

Honoured  Sir : 

I  am  to  inform  Tour  Honour  that  I  came  borne  last  nigbt  from 
tLe  Susquehannah,  and  have  engaged  twenty  seven  Canoes,  a  Return 
whereof  I  here  inclose,  with  a  Letter  to  Col^.  Cbapham,  which  after 
perusal  I  beg  Your  Honour  will  be  pleased  to  seal  up. 

If  the  Commission  for  my  Ensign  is  not  filled,  I  would  take  the 
Liberty  to  recommend  to  Your  Honour  one  Mr.  John  Lowdon,  living 
at  Susquehannah,  for  that  office ;  he  is  a  young  Gentleman  of  good 
Sense,  great  activity  &  Spirit,  of  whom  I  did  not  once  think  of  whea 
I  wrote  to  Tour  Honour  before. 

lam, 

Your  Honour's 

Most  Obedient  hum.  Serv^, 

JOSEPH  SHIPPEN,  JuN'. 

Lancmster,  19^^  April,  1956. 
To  the  Hon""  The  Oovemor. 

Directed, 

(On  His  Majesty's  Service.)  To  the  Hon"»  Robert  Hunter 
Morris,  Esq.,  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  M'.  John  Carson. 

Indorsed. 
Joseph  Sfaippen. 


Address  of  Indians  at  Bethlehem  to  Gov.,  1756. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Address  of  the  Indians  in  Bethlehem. 

When  our  Brethren  at  the  Mahoney  were  murdered,  we  were  ex* 
oeedingly  grieved,  &  imediatly  put  ourselves  under  the  English  Go- 
▼emment  &  came  to  Bethlehem.  After  we  had  been  some  time  here, 
we  sent  you  a  Letter  to  tell  you  how  it  was  in  our  Hearts,  &  you 
answered  us  with  good  Words.  We  were  very  glad  &  thankful  for 
them.  Tou  said  we  sho'.  live  still  &  quiet  in  Bethlehem,  &  which  we 
have  done.  The  Brethren  have  likewise  done  much  for  us,  &  have 
not  let  us  want  for  any  Thing.  We  have  also  heard  much  of  our 
God  &  of  his  Love  towards  us,  &  we  love  the  Truth.  This  causeth 
us  to  love  the  ereat  King,  the  Governor  &  the  English  Government 
Now  we  have  heard  thy  new  Words,  by  which  we  can  see  yon  are 
very  merciful  towards  us  &  other  peaceable  Indians,  &  that  yon  tska 
US;  with  our  Wives  &  Children,  again  under  your  Protection.    We 
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thank  yon  many  very  many  times  for  it,  &  pray  Ood  that  you  nay 
be  successful  against  the  wicked  Indian  Enemies.  When  our  Wives 
&  Children  had  heard  your  Words,  they  were  very  thankful.  This^ 
with  our  hearty  Salutations,  is  all  what  we  have  to  write. 

Signed  in  the  Name  of  the  Whole. 

JosTTAy 
Augustus,* 
Jacob, 
Anton, 
Bethlehem,  20«».  April,  1756. 

The  Foregoing  is  a  true  Translation  f  of.  the  German,  as  taken  from 
the  Indians  own  Mouths,  compared  therewith  by  me. 

J.  OKELY. 

Indoned, 
20^.  Apr.  17i>6.    An  Address  of  the  Indians  at  Bethlehem. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Oommissioners,  1756. 

Aprill  20th,  1756. 
Gent. : 

Herewith  I  send  you  the  State  of  the  forces  in  Northampton 
County,  and  a  letter  from  Coll*  Clapham  relating  to  them,  &  some 
other  matters  proper  for  your  Consideration,  and  agreeable  to  your 
request,  by  Mr.  Mifflin,  I  shall  give  the  necessary  orders  to  Van 
Etten,  and  to  the  men  posted  at  Broadhead's  The  remainder  of 
Clapham's  men,  being  seventy- three,  marched  yesterday,  and  I  hope 
the  necessary  arms,  accoutriments,  and  other  things  for  that  Ezped* 
will  soon  be  ready  to  follow  them. 

This  moment  the  inclosed  letters  from  Mr.  Steel  and  Captain 
McKee,  came  to  hand ;  you  will  observe  the  great  want  of  arms  & 
Blankets  in  Cumberland  County,  and  order  a  supply  of  both,  as  soon  as 
mav  be;  and  if  you  chuse  to  have  Cap"  McKee's  Company  muster'd 
and  paid  by  the  Commissary  in  his  return,  I  will  send  the  necessary 
orders  to  meet  him  at  Harris's  ferry,  and  you  will  in  that  case  con- 
Tey  money  to  him  to  enable  him  to  comply  with  them. 

indorsecZ.-— Aprill  20th  1756.    Dft  to  Commissionenu 

♦  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VII,  p.  118. 

j-  The  original  in  Qermah  is  appended  to  it  with  thS  native  signatures. 
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PanriON  of  John  Hughes  to  Goy.  Morbm,  1756. 

Sir, 

The  Bearers  hereof,  John  Mee  &  Joseph  Leacock,  having  Planta- 
tions within  one  Mile  &  a  half  of  fort  Allen,  Desire  a  Detachment 
of  Men  from  the  s^  fort  to  Protect  them  While  they  pnt  up  their 
fences  &  burn  the  Leaves  Round  their  fields;  &  if  Your  Honour 
thinks  it  Convenient  to  Grant  them  that  favour,  In  my  Opinion  will 
be  Doing  them  Service. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  respect, 

Your  very  humbe  Serv*, 

JOHN  HUGHES. 
April  ye  21st,  1?56. 
Directed. — Gov'  Morris,  Esq'. 
Indorsed. — Aprill  2l8t,1756.    John  Hughes. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gbnl.  W.  Shirley,  1756. 

Pbilad%  April  22d,  1756. 

Sir, 

Mr.  Leake  has  at  last  gone  through  the  demands  upon  tbe  Govern- 
ment for  services  done  by  order  of  the  late  Gen^  Braddock,  in  which 
he  has  been  assisted  by  Commissioners,  whom,  at  your  Exoellencj's 
request,  I  appointed  for  that  particular  service.  They  have  examiu'd 
the  proofs  to  support  every  demand,  &  rejected  such  as  were  not 
properly  vouch'd.  This  has  taken  a  considerable  time  and  a  constant 
attendance,  but  without  it  the  Crown  must  have  been  a  Considerable 
loser;  on  the  contrary,  1  am  assured  by  Mr.  Leake  and  other  officers 
who  attended  the  settlement  of  ye  accounts,  that  the  saving  to  the 
Crown  will  amount  to  several  thousand  pounds.  The  Commissioners 
have  distinguished  in  the  best  manner  the  confusion  consequent  upon 
such  a  defeat  would  admit,  what  services  were  done  on  account  of 
the  Artillery,  and  Captain  Ord,  pursuant  to  Your  Excellency's  direc- 
rections,  will  give  orders  for  the  payment  of  the  money. 

Inclosed  I  have  the  Honor  to  send  Your  Excellency  a  Memoran- 
andum  which  Mr.  Leake  has  drawn  up  of  the  Allowance  to  the 
Commissioners  for  their  services,  which  I  think  reasonable,  as  they 
are  all  men  that  have  considerable  business  of  their  own,  which 
they  neglected  upon  this  occasion : 

Morris,  .            .            .            .  .55 

Stedman,            ....  55 

McCall,  .            .            .            .  .55 

Shippen,             .....  15 

Ingles,  .            .            .            .      '  .        80 
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Award  to  Commissioners  to  Settle  Accounts  of  Gen. 

Braddock,  1756. 

Memorani^m. 

That  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq',  Govemour  of  Pennsjlvania, 
And  Robert  Leake,  Commissary  of  Provisions,  having  considered 
together  the  Services  done  by  the  Commissioners,  Appointed  to  set- 
tle the  Contracts  that  the  late  General  Braddock  entered  into,  are 
of  Opinion » that  They,  the  said  Commissioners,  ought  to  receive  for 
their  said  Service,  One  Guinea  p'  diem,  besides  their  Ezpences,  And 
that  the  Number  of  days  Amount  to  Fifty-five,  in  which  Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Stedman,  &  Mr.  McCall  were  employed,  and  fifteen  days,  in 
which  Mr.  Shippen,  was  Employed,  and  Thirty  days  in  which  Mr. 
Inglis  was  Employed. 

The  Ezpence  of  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Stedman,  Mr.  McCall;  &  Mr. 

Shippen,  in  the  whole  amount  to  .  .  .        £4iS 

And  of  Mr.  Inglis,     .  .  .  .  •  6 

£54 

Amount  of  Services,  210  Guineas,  @  84     .  .  .      357 

Pennsylvania  Curr*)",        jf4Il 


Gov.  Morris  to  the  Commissioners,  1756. 

Gent* : 

The  Bearer  hereof,  George  Lyndaman,  has  this  day  delivered  me 
the  Scalp  of  an  Indian  he  kill'd  near  the  House  of  Rich'd  Hoffman, 
one  of  his  neighbours,  the  ^Particulars  of  this  affair  were  some  time 
ago  laid  before  you,  and  he  says  he  would  have  been  sooner  down 
with  the  Scalp,  but  has  been  under  cure  of  the  wound  he  received  in 
his  neck.  His  danger,  Ezpence,  &  Pain,  render  him  an  Object  of 
Compassion,  and  entitle  him  to  a  speedy  notice.  I  Heartily  recom- 
mend him  to  you  for  the  reward  promis'd,  and  what  else  he  may 
stand  in  need  of,  that  may  be  proper  for  you  to  supply. 

*  Philad*,  22d  Apr.  1756. 

Directed. — The  Gentlemen  Commissioners. 

Indorsed, — ^22d  Apr.  1756.  Lre  to  ye  Com"  sent  by  George 
Lyndaman,  who  delivered  a  Scftlp  to  ye  Gov''. 
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Samttkl  Hobson  to  Got.  Moreis,  1756. 

Sir, 

In  pursuance  of  the  0rder4  had  rpcei?ed  from  Colonel  Gage  to 
join  my  Regim',  as  soon  as  my  RecmitiDg  Partys  had  come  in,  I  pro- 
posed SetiDg  out  for  that  purpose  early  this  morning,  but  have  been 
prevented  by  the  Sheriffs  taking  me  on  a  Writ,  at  the  Suit  of  John 
Birt,  (late  Master  to  John  Birt)  a  Soldier  listed  by  me  for  His 
Majestys  Service.  The  Writt  was  executed  by  the  Sheriff  about 
Seven  o'Clock,  and  half  an  hour  after  Eleven  I  was  conducted  by 
him  to  this  Goal.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  with  this 
unjustifiable  Proceeding,  And  have  the  honour  to  be^ 

Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient 

most  Obliged  humble  Serv^ 

SAM.  HOBSON.* 
Srom  the  Goal  of  Philadelphia, 
April  the  23,  17&6. 

Gap-  Hobson^  23  Ap :  1756. 


Copy  of  Letter  to  Capt.  Samuel  Hobson,  1756. 

Sir, 

I  am  much  conoernd  to  find  that  your  inlisting  a  man  that  volun- 
tarily offered  himself  for  his  Majestys  service,  should  at  this  time  be 
rewarded  with  a  Goal,  but  by  the  Laws  of  England  any  man  that 
is,  or  thinks  himself  injured,  has  a  right  to  bring  his  action  to  have 
it  determin'd,  whether  the  thing  complained  of  be  an  injury  or  not ; 
the  King  has  certain  rights  too,  as  head  of  the  Community  and  Pro- 
tector of  his  People,  but  we  have  the  misfortune  to  be  at  such  a 
distance  fiom  his  Royal  Person,  that  those  rights  are  little  known  or 
little  regarded  here,  when  that  of  the  meanest  subject  b  carried  te 
the  greatest,  and  sometimes  to  every  indecent  highths. 

I  will,  upon  your  application,  do  every  thing  in  my  power  for  your 
assistance,  but  you  are  sensible  how  short  my  power  is,  and  how  lit- 
tle my  Influence,  since  during  the  whole  time  of  this  contest  about 
the  Servants,  I  have  not  been  able  to  prevail  on  any  one  to  appear 
in  &vour  of  the  Crown,  and  you  must  for  that  reason,  and  from  the 
great  Influence  y^  popular  opinions  have  upon  every  body  in  this 
Country  expect  no  favour,  and  if  you  meet  with  common  justice  it 
is  more  than  your  master  can  boast  of  having  received  in  this  Pro- 
vince.    I  think  it  my  duty  to  let  you  know  that  I  am  ready  to  give 

*  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VII.,  103. 
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or  procure  bail  for  Tou  yhen  ever  that  shall  be  thougbt  necessary^ 
and  insist  that  you  admit  of  no  one  to  be  your  security  but  the  Pcr« 
son  named  by  me  for  that  purpose.  As  I  have  in  the  Kings  Causes 
no  assistance,  I  am  doing  what  appears  to  me  to  be  consistent  w*^ 
the  rights  of  the  Crown  upon  the  present  occasion,  and  shall  in  the 
mean  time  do  myself  the  honour  to  wait  on  You  in  your  retreat. 

I  am^  Sir, 

YourS;  &c. 
Cap*.  William*  Hobson. 

Indorsed.  • 

Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Cap*.  William  Hobson. 
April  23, 1756. 


James  Hamilton  to  Gov.  Mobris,  1756. 

April  23, 1756. 
Sir : 

The  Commiss"  have  received  your  Letter  in  favor  of  George  -Lyn- 
damoD,  and  are  willing  to  pay  him  for  the  Scalp.  But  it  not  appear- 
ing that  He  hath  been  Sworn  as  to  the  time  and  place  of  Killing 
the  Indian,  they  beg  jou'l  please  to  Send  the  Scalp  by  him,  that 
Ho  may  be  qualified  to  the  Indians  being  Killd  by  him,  and  the 
Scalp  be  burnt,  if  You  have  no  objection  to  it. 

I  am,  S', 

Your  most  Obed* 

humble  Servant, 

JAMES  HAMILTON. 
To  Gov'  Morris. 

Directed. 

For  The  Honble  Governor  Morris. 
Ifidorted. — The  Commissions  to  Gov.  Morris.    April  23, 1756. 


Capt.  Saml.  Hobson  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Sir: 

The  Sheriffs  Servant  just  now  brought  me  your  kind  Message  in 
writing,  and  have  also  received  your  obliging  present,  for  all  which 
(with  numberless  other  Favors)  I  must  beg  youle  accept  of  my  ut- 
most gratitude.  Its  impossible  for  me  to  look  upon  even  this  Con- 
finement disagreeable,  when  thus  honored  with  your  Countenance ; 
the  Sheriff,  indeed,  took  pains  to  represent  it  in  much  worse  colours 
than  it  appear'd  to  me,  and  offer*d  me  liberty  on  my  Parole.  I 
thank'd  him.  and  said  I  should  take  no  step  but  such  as  you  recom- 

*  (Say  Samuel.)    See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  VIT.,  p.  103. 
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ended,  and  I  dare  say  yon  mnBt  allow  my  r^aioing  here  a  Night  or 
two  longer  will  add  weight  to  our  Cause,  and  must  assure  you  'twill 
make  little  dififerenoe  in  regard  to  my  Self ;  this  will  furnish  Us  with 
fresh  Matterials  to  help  out  our  Second  Address  to  yoU;  and  will  be 
presented  tomorrow,  Saturday,  from  Goal. 

I  am,  Sir, 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 

yo'  most  obligd  Serv*, 

SAM.  HOBSON,* 
Indorsed, 

CaptP  Hobson.    Ap'.  24, 1756. 


Edw'd  Shippen  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Lancaster,  24^  of  April,  1756. 
Honoured  Sir : 

The  inclosed'  is  a  Copy  of  a  paper  which  M'.  Oeorge  Sanderson, 
of  this  town,  brought  here  yesterday  from  Carlisle,  said  to  have  been 
^und  in  M^  Donvillesf  pocket,  who  was  lately  killed  at  the  bead  of 
.a  Party  of  Indians  from  Fort  di^  Quesne,  by  the  Virginia  Militia, 
on  Potowmack. 

I  See  by  the  news  papers,  it  was  Supposed  that  Captain. Culbert- 
son's  men,  who  went  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians  that  took  McOords 
^  Fort,  had  killed  fifteen  of  the  Enemy,  among  whom  they  were  con- 
fident Captain  Jacobs  is  one.  If  M'.  Francis  Campbell,  of  Shippens- 
burg,  wrote  that  account,  as  he  was  one  of  that  party,  I  suppose  it 
was  readily  believed,  he  being  known  by  some  Gentlemen  in  Phila- 
delphia to  be  a  person  of  Credit  and  Sense,  but  his  relation  of  that 
transaction  differs  widely  from  the  following  story  as  to  the  number 
of  Indians  killed,  which  was  told  to  me  two  days  ago  by  M'.  Benja- 
min Blythe,  living  near  Shippensburg,  who  was  also  in  the  batde ; 
he  says  our  men  gave  the  first  fire,  but  without  any  success,  that 
then  the  Indians  ran  from  their  fire  place  with  their  arms  and  amn- 
nition,  and  in  less  than  ten  minutes  our  men  found  themselves  Sur- 
rounded, which  they  did  not  discover  before  the  Indians  fired  upon 
them,  that  notwithstanding  our  men  were  So  exposed  to  y'  Enemjs 
&re,  and  dropping  eyery  now  and  then,  they  fought  about  two  hoars 
and  a  half  by  his  watch,  and  then  perceiving  a  reinforcement  from 
Shinges  Party,  they  unanimously  agreed  to  endeavour  to  break  the 
enemy's  Circle*  (as  he  called  it,)  in  order  to  make  their  retreat,  in 
which  they  luckily  succeeded ;  he  says  they  killed  but  three  of  the 
Indians  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  and  that  he  doubts  whether 
Captain  Jacobs  was  one  of  them ;  he  rather  thinks  the  man  taken  to 
be  him«  was  a  great  Warriour  in  his  Company.     This  Bljfthe  is  an 

*  See  page  640.  f  See  p.  60a 
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intelligent Beo^ble  man,  &  of  good  reputation,  he  had  the  misfortiine 
to  be  iShot 'through  the  Arm;  he  says,  that  where  they  broke  the 
Circle  three  stout  Indians,  who  had  just  discharged  their  pieces,  rose 
off  the  ground  from  behind  a  thicket  of  grubs  &  ran  off^  that  he 
drew  his  tricker  at  them,  but  his  gun  only  burnt  priming.  The  In- 
dians make  use  of  rifled  guns  for  the  most  part,  and  there  is  such  a 
difference  between  these  sort  of  Guns  and  Smooth  bored,  that  if  I 
was  in  an  Engagement  with  the  Savages,  I  would  rather  Stand  my 
chance  with  one  of  the  former  Sort,  which  might  require  a  minute 
to  clean,  load  and  discharge,  than  be  possessed  with  a  Smooth  bored 
gun  which  I  could  discharge  three  times  in  y*  same  space,  for  at  150 
yards  distance,  with  the  one,  I  can  put  a  ball  within  a  foot  or  Six 
inches  of  y*  mark,  whereas  with  the  other,  Fcan  Seldom  or  eyer  hit 
the  board  of  two  feet  wide  &  Six  feet  long. 

I  cannot  Say  I  have  been  pleased  with  y*  Sight  of  any  of  the 
Guns  which  have  been  carryed  through  this  Borough  for  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  Province.  I  dont  mention  this  as  a  reflection  on  the 
Commissioners,  who  have  done  for  y*  best  in  that  respect ;  but  its 
Btili  unfortunate  for  me,  Yet  I  beg  your  Honour  not  inform  them  of 
this  remark.     I  am. 

Your  nonours 

Most  affectionate  Hum.  Serv*, 

ED  WD  SHIPPEN. 

The  Hon*»»  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Gov. 

Indarted. 
Edward  Shippen.     Aprill  24th,  1756. 


Gov.  MoKKis  TO  Gbn.  Shibley,  1756. 

Philadelphia,  25*^  April,  1756. 

Dear  Sir : 

* 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  find  by  yours  of  the  18*^*  Instaiit  that 
your  Dispatches  by  my  Nephew  were  safe  arrived,  and  that  he  had 
BO  well  acquitted  himself  in  the  Business  he  was  sent  upon  as  to  gain 
the  good  Opinion  of  the  Ministry  and  your  Approbation. 

Three  Generals  on  the  American  staff  make  it  probable  that  this 
continent  will  be  the  Principal  seat  of  the  War,  and  that  the  views 
of  ye  Ministry  are  very  extensive,  but  whatever  their  measures 
may  be,  as  they  are  taken  Independent  of  the  Plan  of  Operations 
agreed  upon  at  New  York,  and  as  General  Webb  was  to  set  out  so 
soon  after  the  Date  of  the  Letters  you  have  received  that  he  may  be 

*  See  it  on  page  630. 
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expected  to  arrive  every  day.  It  appears  to  me  tbat  the  CoancH  of 
War  will  not  incline  to  advise  you  to  hasten  the  Execution  of  any 
Part  of  that  Plan,  but  to  wait  his  Arrival,  and  in  the  meantime  to 
make  the  necessary  Preparations  with  ail  profitable  Vigour  &  Bis* 
pcitch. 

Probably  S'.  Charles  Hardie  and  other  Gkntlemen  may  have  receiv- 
ed the  Intelligence  wrote  you,  and  if  so,  they  will  not  fail  to  publish 
all  they  know,  and  your  Adversaries  apprized  of  the  alterations  will 
take  a  Pride  in  impeding  any  Operations,  tho'  they  will  not  venture 
to  obstruct  Preparations,  and  if  you  can  put  these  into  such  for- 
wardness as  that  the  General  may  go  upon  action  as  soon  as  he 
arrives.  Tou  will  render  yourself  extremely  acceptable  to  His 
Majesty,  the  Ministry,  and  disappoint  those  who  may  take  Occasion 
to  put  unfavourable  constructions  on  any  measures  you  shall  devise 
and  thence  endeavour  to  set  ye  Succeeding  Commanders  against 
you/ 

For  my  own  part,  my  regards  for  you  would  prompt  me  at  all 
adventures  to  wait  on  you,  out  I  find  myself  so  much  em  harassed 
by  the  perplexed  Circumstances  of  this  unhappy  Province  that  it  is 
not  possible  for  me  to  follow  the  strong  Inclinations  I  have  to  attend 
you.  Your  Dispatches  found  me  preparing  to  set  out  for  the 
Susquehanah,  where  the  Provincial  Forces  are  waiting  for  me,  in 
order  to  proceed  on  an  Expedition.^  huildiiiga  Fort  at  Shamokin^ 
&  cannot  on  any  Account  be  retarded,  as  the  Season  is  already  too 
far  advanced,  and  I  shall  scarce  be  able  to  put  them  in  motion  before 
my  Assembly  will  meet  on  my  Summons  to  take  into  consideration 
how  to  prevent  the  total  Desertion  of  the  Counties  on  the  Frontiers, 
of  which  I  have  reason  to  be  very  apprehendve. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  King's  Determination.  I  hope  the 
Oovernment  intended  you  will  be  accompained  with  the  Command  of 
the  Regiment  there,  but  sure  I  am  that  this  change,  tho'  possibly 
more  profitable  to  yourself,  will  not  be  agreeable  to  tho^  who  wish 
well  to  the  Northern  Colonies,  as  it  must  be  universally  acknowl- 
edged that  you  understand  their  Interests  and  Connections  perfectly 
well  and  can  give  the  best  Information  and  Counsel  in  any  matters 
respecting  them. 

Their  grateful  Acknowledgments  will  follow  you  wherever  you' go; 
to  your  well  concerted  Schemes  and  well  conducted  Operations  they 
will  attribute  the  Reduction  of  Cape  Breton,  the  conquest  of  Nova 
Scotia  and  the  lake;  advantage  gained  over  the  French  at  Lake 
George,  and  indeed  every  thing  that  has  given  these  Colonies  so 
high  a  Reputation  and  placed  them  in  so  conspicuous  a  Light  to  his 
Majesty  and  ye  British  Nation.  x 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  and 

very  obedient  humble 

Servant, 
ROB.  H.  MORRIS. 
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I  have  been  about  a  Letter  to  yoa  some  time  bat  my  Interrap* 
tions  have  hindrcd  me  from  finishing  it. 

hifforsed. 
Draught  L're  to  General  Shirley,  25  Ap"",  1756. 


Chas.  Read  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 


D'Sir: 


I  am  told  that  w^  the  Indians  now  at  Philadelphiai  going  w^ 
Coll*  Clapharo,  there  is  one  Will.  Loguess ;  if  He  be  there  on  that 
Intention  I  think  it  my  Duty  to  Inform  y'  Hon'  that  He  is  a  fellow 
on  whom  no  Dependance  can  be  had  &  is  impudent  &  mischievous  in 
his  Nature.  His  father  &  Relations  removed  ab^  two  years  ago  to 
Wioroing  where  they  now  are,  &  'tis  to  be  feared  He  will  take  the 
first  opportunity  of  going  off  to  the  Enemy  that  presents.  He  is  a 
Jersey  Indian. 

I  am,  in  haste,    . 
Y'  Hon« 
Most  Obed^  Humble  Serv^ 

CHA.  READ. 
Burt, 

April  25,  1756. 

Gov  Morris. 

Directed. 

To  The  Hon*»«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq', 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

Indor^. 

25  Aps  1756.    Charles  Read.    Read  in  Council  26'»  Ap'.    C. 
Weifier,  Pres*. 


Danl.  Clause  to  Rich'd  Peters,  1756. 

Burlington,  25*»»  Ap',  1756. 
Sir: 

I  arrived  here  this  Evening  and  found  all  the  Indians  safe  landed. 
X  represented  your  Dissatisfaction  to  them  for  taking  Young  Francis 
and  1  ho*  Graham  along  without  the  Governours  Knowledge.  Skaron- 
jade  then  in  his  fretting  way  desired  me  to  answer  you  Thus,  that 
he  neither  of  these  two  ask'd  to  go  along,  but  Mr.  Francis  went  of 
his  own  Inolina'tion,  and  as  he  thought,  with  the  Consent  of  his 
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Friendiu  «  At  the  same  time  he  most  peroeiye  now  fallj  ttal  tbe 
white  people  look'd  at  them  as  Dogs,  and  would  not  trost  their 
Childeren  to  their  Caie,  whereby  they  could  discover  the  little  Confi* 
dence  and  Love  they  had  to  them,  and  he  shoold  think  it  would 
strengthen  the  English  Interest  more  in  having  many  of  theit  People 
living  amonff  them  to  get  acquainted  w^^  their  Language  &  Castouu. 
I  convinced  him  of  Mr.  Francis's  Fault,  but  as  to  Graham  he  said 
he  belonged  to  their  family  &  would  have  the  Gov'  to  conuder  him 
such. 

He  desires  me  to  acquaint  you  that  they  forgot  the  Bcalp  without 
the  Belts ;  it  was  left  at  Mr.  Weiser's  Lodging,  and  should  be  gkd 
to  have  it  sent  after  him.  The  Boat  is  immediately  returned  to 
Philad**,  and  my  Surtout  was  left  in  it.  I  should  be  glad  your 
honour  would  send  the  Boat  Man  word  to  bring  it  here,  and  the 
Tavern-keeper  will  send  it  after  me. 

I  am 
Sir,. 

Your  most  humble  Serv*, 

DAN.  CLAU8. 
Directed. 

To  The  Hey*  Richard  Peters,  Philadelphia. 
Indorsed, 

25  Ap',  1756.    Daniel  Claus,  from  Burlington  with  Scarroyadj 


GovB.  Habdy  to  Gov,  Morris,  1756. 

Fort  George,  New  York,  25*"  Ap',  1756. 
Sir: 

I  have  received  a  Letter  from  Sir  William  Johnson,  of  the  18^ 
dated  from  Burnett's  Field,  where  he  arrived  that  Day,  with  some 
Begulars,  Militia  and  Indians,  and  have  now  the  Pleasure  to  inform 
you  that  the  Important  Post  of  Oswego  was  not  invested  as  sett 
forth  by  the  Indians,  and  Colh  Mercer  is  of  opinion  what  they  took 
for  large  Bodys  were  only  Scalping  Partys. 

I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  18%*  and  shall  be  extremely 
glad  to  render  you  my  best  Services,  by  joining  some  Forces  of  this 
Province  to  those  of  yours,  should  there  be  occasion  for  it,  when  the 
Service  of  Building  the  Fort  at  Shamokin  is  over.  But  I  trust  the 
Breach  with  the  Shawanese  will  be  Accommodated  by  that  time. 

The  late  Allarm  carried  Sir  Wm.  Johnson  with  the  Militia  as  far 
as  the  Carrying  Place,  which  I  suppose  prevented  him  from  giving 
me  further  accounts  of  that  matter. 

By  Letters  I  have  received  from  London  by  a  Yessell  arrived  at 
Boston  in  Seven  Weeks,  I  have  an  account  that  Lord  Loudon  is 

*  See  page  629. 
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Appointed  CommaDcler-in-Chief  of  bis  Majesty's  Forces  in  iLmerioa, 
and  that  he  brings  with  him  two  Regiments  and  Major  General 
Abercrombie  Colonel  of  one  of  them. 
I  am,  with  great  Regard, 
Sir, 

Your  most  Obed* 

Humble  Servant, 

CHAS.  HARDY. 

The  Hon"«  Gov  Morris. 

Indoned. 

25  Ap%  1756.     S'.  Charles  Hardie. 


Gov.  Morris,  to  Rich.  Pbters,  1756. 

Dear  Sir, 

By  the  Western  post  I  have  a  letter  from  E.  Shippcn,  enclosiog 
a  clause  of  a  letter  from  Cap^  McKee,  by  which  I  find  that  John 
Shekallemy  is  gone  off,  which  McKee  attributed  to  y*  threats  he  re- 
ceived from  the  country  People.  I  have  a  Coufused  letter  from 
W.  Trent  at  Carlisle,  giving  an  account  that  five  Swiss  familys  were 
gone  from  York  county  to  Joyn  the  French,  and  that  many  Roman 
Catholicks  in  York  &  Frederick  counties  had  engaged  to  go  off  to  y* 
Ohio,  there  does  not  appear  to  me  much  truth  in  this  account  But 
another  he  gives,  and  is  confirmed  by  a  letter  from  Coll.  Wood  of 
Virginia,  seems  too  true ;  the  Letter  says  that  100  men  from  fort 
Cumberland,  were  at  Joseph  Edward's  on  Saturday  y*  17^  Instant, 
under  the  command  of  Cap.  Jn".  Mercer,  in  the  evening,  finding 
Indians  were  very  near,  the  Cap^,  marched  out  with  40  men,  and  not 
far  from  the  plantation,  were  drawn  into  a  snare ;  the  enemy  had 
vast  advantages  of  them,  killd  Cap'.  Mercer,  Lieut.  Carter,  and  18 
men.    I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  Very  Humble  Serv*. 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

Bock,  Wednesday  evening,  April  28, 1756. 

Directed^ 
To  Richard  Peters,  Esq%^  Philad*. 

Indoned^ 
28  Apr.  1756.     Governor  Morris. 

*  See  it,  page  684. 
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Oov.  Morris  to  Robert  Strbttsll,  &o.y  1756. 

Lancaster,  May  !■*,  1756- 
Gent". 

I  got  to  this  place  last  night,  through  y  rain,  and  propose  to- 
morrow to  proceed  to  Harris's  Ferry,  where  y*  Troops  are  assembling 
very  fast,  and  will  be  complete  in  a  little  time. 

On  the  road  I  met  y*  western  Post,  who  brought  me  a  letter 
and  a  Memorandum,  Copys  whereof  are  under  this  cover.  -  The  Ac- 
counts in  both  are  very  extraordinary,  and  I  am  apt  to  believe  false, 
especially,  that  of  y*  Defection  in  York  and  Fredrick  counties.  Be 
pleased  when  you  have  done  with  the  inclosed  Copys,  to  send  them 
to  the  Comissioners.     I  am,  Gent", 

Your  most  obed*.  Humble  serv*. 

KOBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

Directed. 

To  the  Honourable  Robert  Strettall,  Esq'',  &c.,  of  the  Council. 

Indorsed. 

Janur,  1"*.  May,  1756.    Gov".  Lre,  to  the  Council,  reced.  4**". 
P.  M. 


Gov.  Morris  to  R.  Peters,  1756. 

Lancaster,  May  4, 1756. 
Dear  Sir. 

I  had  your  favour  by  Cap^  Lloyd,  last  night,  and  having  made 
some  alterations  in  the  Proclamation,  I  shall  Publish  it  here  to-day» 
and  you  will  have  it  time  enough  to  put  into  the  Thursdays  paper.  I 
wish,  with  you,  the  Declaration  of  war  had  been  dclayd  a  day  or  two 
longer,  but  it  was  a  right  measure  at  the  time  thought  so  by  myself 
and  every  body  but  the  Quakers,  and  for  that  reason  ought  to  give 
us  no  uneasiness }  I  think  the  message  to  Wioming  will  hinder  any 
mischief,  and  our  people,  I  believe,  are  not  fond  of  going  out  upon 
parties  since  the  battle  at  Sidling  Mills.  I  write  to  §'.  Charles 
Hardy,  w**  you  will  forward,  and  as  I  cannot  withdraw  the  declara- 
tion, I  do  not  see  what  kind  of  Publication  I  can  make,  but  if  you 
and  the'^Counoil  think  of  one  that  is  Proper,  I  shall  have  no  objec- 
tion. I  do  Qpt  find  by  what  passd  at  Fort  Johnson,  that  the  Dela- 
wares  have  sent  messages  to  call  in  their  scalping-partics,  or  that  they 
mention  the  return  of  the  Prisoners.     ^ 

My  friend,  M'.  Morris,  the  Bearer  of  this,  applyd  to  me  for  a 

*  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  110. 
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Patent  for  a  ferry  over  Schnylkill,  of  which  he  had  had  some  talk 
with  yoci,  I  told  Him  I  was  very  inclinable  to  serre  him  if  it  was  in 
my  power,  that  I  had  some  Instructions  from  the  Prop^.  as  to  that 
matter,  but  did  not  reeolect  what  they  were,  that  I  would  speak  to 
you  npQU  the  Head,  and  either  grant  what  he  asked,  or  let  him  know 
the  reason  why  I  could  not ;  and  renuing  his  application  here,  I  de- 
sired he  would  give  me  a  note  of  what  he  wanted,  which  you  have 
enclosed,  and  upon  which  you  will  give  me  your  thoughts.  I  would 
gladly  serve  him  in  this  affair,  and  you  will  therefore  put  me  in  tho 
way  of  doing  all  I  can  without  acting  counter  to  my  Instructions, 
and  either  send  me  the  proper  instruments,  or  have  them  prepared 
against  my  return,  as  you  shall  Judge  best. 

We  go  on  hitherto  very  well,  your  brother  is  in  -high  health  and 
spirits,  and  when  we  get  into  our  geers  ii^a  camp,  we  shall  do  things 
very  regularly ;  and,  as  Riding  does  you  good,  you  may  come  and 
see  us,  as  I  believe  it  will  be  some  time  before  the  troops  move  off 
for  want  of  more  arms,  and  from  the  badness  of  those  they  havcy 
which  I  am  obliged  to  take  gunsmiths  from  this  town  to  repair. 
Bemember  me  to  all  friends,  and  believe  me  D'.  Sir, 

Your  Affectionate  Humble  Serv*. 

ROBT.  H.  MORRIS. 

The  Inclosed,  from  Burd,  came  to  me  last  night,  send  it  to  the 
Com  miss'*.,  &  forward  the  certificates  to  me,  as  the  not  paying  men 
that  have  done  duty,  discourages  the  service. 

Directed. 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esqr.,  at  Philad*.,  by  favour  of  Sam*.  Morris, 
Esq'. 

Jnctorsed. 

Govern'.  Morris. 


Pboclamation  of  Gov.  Mobris  for  a  Fast,  1756. 

By  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernor and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whsreas  it  is  often  the  Method  of  God's  Providence,  for  the 
Glory  of  His  Name  and  the  Maintenance  of  true  Holiness,  graciously 
to  visit  his  People  for  their  Sins,  and  in  a  more  solemn  manner  to 
call  them  to  Repentance  by  awakening  Judgments  from  Heaven, 
which  if  neglected  or  contemned,  render  such  a  People  still  more 
Vol.  11.— 28     . 
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obnoziooB  to  diyine  Displeasnre.  And  Whereas  at  this  present  timo 
the  Jadgments  of  the  Lord  seem  visibly  to  be  abroad  upon  theEarth, 
whose  habitable  parts  have  been  almost  universallj  agitated  with 
frequent  and  most  dreadfnl  Earthqaakes,  great  Cities  in  divers  phces 
being  overturned  &  many  Thousands  of  tneir  Inhabitants  burud  in 
the  ruinS;  and  Sin  and  Wickedness  nevertheless  still  extensively  pre- 
vailing. And  Whereas  Our  most  gradons  Sovereign,  touched  with 
a  deep  Sense  of  these  things,  and  a  thorough  Concern  for  the  Glory 
of  God  and  the  Prosperity  of  His  Dominions,  was  pleased  to  appoint 
and  command  a  Day  of  public  Fasting,  Prayer  and  Supplication,  and 
most  fervently  to  join  with  his  good  Subjects  in  one  grand  aod 
solemn  Act  of  Devotion  before  the  Lord  of  Lords  and  King  of  Kings, 
to  implore  Him*  to  avert  just  Judgments  from  us,  to  continue  his 
Mercies  towards  us,  to  perpetuate  the  Enjoyment  of  the  Protestant 
religion,  and  to  protect  and  bless  our  Fleets  and  Armies;  And 
Whereas  the  Imitation  of  such  an  illustrious  Example  is  not  only 
our  indispensible  Duty  on  so  awful  and  interesting  an  Occasion,  as 
we  are  equally  concerned  with  others  of  His  faith^l  Subjects  in  the 
general  Safety  and  Prosperity  of  His  Dominions,  but  now  especially, 
as  this  Province  is  partidnlarly  visited  with  the  murdering  Sword  of 
a  savage  Enemy,  a  considerable  part  of  it  being  already  laid  waste 
by  their  bloody  ravages,  great  Numbers  of  our  unhappy  Fellow  Sub- 
jects cruelly  murdered,  and  others  carried  into  a  barbarous  Captivity; 

.  and  the  approaching  Summer  opening  a  prospect  that  seems  big  with 
the  Fate  of  these  Colonies,  and  more  nearly  interesting  their  fature 
Safety  than  any  period  which  they  have  ever  yet  beheld. 

Wherefore,  upon  mature  Consideration  of  these  matters,  I  have 
thought  fit,  by  the  Advise  of  the  Council,  to  appoint  and  set  apart 
Friday,  the  twenty-first  day  of  May  Instant,  to  be  observed  throughont 
this  Province  and  Counties  tinder  my  Government,  as  a  Day  of  pub- 
lic Fasting  and  general  Humiliation  before  the  Lord  our  God,  that 
we  may  with  one  Heart  and  Voice,  in  the  most  solemn  and  devout 
manner,  send  up  our  united  prayers  and  Supplications  to  the  Throne 
of  Grace  and  Mercy,  for  the  forgiveness  both  of  our  private  and  pab- 
liok  Sins,  for  averting  the  punishments  justly  due  to  them ;  for  re- 
formation and  Amendment  of  Manners ;  for  Harmony  and  pablio 
S{^rit  in  all  our  Transactions ;  for  a  Blessing  upon  His  Majesty's 
Arms  employed  in  the  Defence  of  our  just  rights,  both  by  Sea  aod 
Land;  for  Consolation  and  redress  to  our  suffering  Brethren  and 
Neighbours;  for  a  speedy  Deliverance  from  our  cruel  and  blood- 
thirsty Enemies ;  and  for  the  continuing  among  us  and  spreading 
abroad  to  the  remotest  pait  of  this  dark  Continent,  the  inestimable 
Blessings  of  British  Liberty,  and  the  pure  Light  of  the  Protestant 
Religion,  equally  reformed  from  vain  Superstition  and  giddy  En- 
thusiasm. 

And  I  do  therefore  Order  and  require  that  the  said  Public  Fast 
be  religiously  observed  and  kept,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  by  all 

'His  Majest/s  loving  Subjects  within  this  Province  and  Counties, 
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of  wbatsoeTer  Denomination.  And  I  reoomend  it  to  the  several 
Miniatere  of  the  Gospel  to  compose  Prayers  and  Sermons  suitable  to 
the  occasion,  to  be  used  in  their  respective  Churches  and  places  of 
Worship  on  that  Daj ;  And  they  are  further  required  to  publish  this 
Proclamation  to  their  Congregations  during  the  Divine  Service  the 
next  preceding  Lord's  Day. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the  said  Province,  at 
Lancaster,  the  fourth  day  of  May,  in  the  Year  of  ojir  Lord  One 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty-Six,  and  in  the  twenty- 
ninth  Year  of  the  reign  of  Our  Sovereign  Lord,  George  tlie  8e* 
cond,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France^  and  Ireland^ 
Kingi  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.,  &o. 

God  Save  the  Kino. 
[L.  S.]  ROBT.  H.  MORRIS.* 


Richard  Peters  toXjekl.  Shirley,  1756. 

\ 

Philadelphia,  Q'^  May  1756. 

Sir: 

In  the  absence  of  the  Governor  who  went  last  Week  to  the  Fron- 
tier Counties,  the  Council  opened  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  2d 
Inatant^  inclosing  one  of  the  24^^  April,  froiQ.j8ir  William  Johnsoui 
to  you  finding  great  fault  with  Governor  Morris  for  issuing  his  Pro* 
clamationf  declaring  the  Delawares,  tho'  they  were  carrying  on  a 
most  destructive  and  ruinous  War  against  this  Province,  Enemies  to 
hia  Majesty  and  offering  a  Reward  fur  their  Scalps — and  on  consid- 
ering this  Letter  together  with  what  your  Excellency  is  pleased  to 
saj  vizt. :  that  if  there  shoud  appear  any  thing  to  governor  Morris, 
''  which  upon  a  Reconsideration  of  this  matter  may  make  it  advisea- 
*'  ble  for  him  to  suspend  Hostilities  against  the  Indians  affected  by 
**  his  Declaration  until  the  result  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  Meeting 
''  the  Indians  at  Onondago  is  known.  You  did  not  doubt  but  he 
'^  woud  think  it  a  prudent  Measure,"  and  on  likewise  considering 
the  Several  Letters  from  Sir  Charles  Hardy  Copys  of  some  of  which 
are  inclosed^  the  Council  have  unanimously  resolved  to  advise  the 
Governor  to  Publish  a  Cessation  of  Hostilities  against  the  Susque- 
hannah  Delawares,  until  further  order,  and  have  directed  me  to  ac« 
quaint  you  with  their  having  done  so ;  and  that  they  woud  likewiso 
have  advised  a  general  Cessation  of  Hostilities  against  the  Delaware 
Tribe,  was  it  not  a  matter  of  Fact  that  those  from  Ohio  have  but 
lately  appeared  in  large  Bodys  on  our  Western  Frontiers,  and  killed 

♦  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  210,  also  Archives,  (Peters's  Letter  to  the 
Governor,  page  654.)  f  See  Colon.  Bee.  Vol.  VII.  p.  88. 
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and  carried  away  great  Nambers  of  oar  Inhabitants  oyer  Sosqne- 
hannahy  and  by  the  last  post  from  Annapolis  it  is.expressly  wrote  by 
the  Post  Master  there  that  these  Delaware  Indians  were  then  murder- 
ing twelve  miles  within  Winchester,  having  destroyed  the  settle- 
ments at  Conegochege  and  the  Conolkways  and  other  places,  as  well 
in  our  Province  as  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  in  several  Deposi- 
tions taken  of  Prisoners,  who  have  from  time  to  time  made  their 
Escape  from  these  Delawares,  it  is  positively  declared  that  they  were 
meditating  a  grand  attack  on  the  Inhabitants  of  this  and  the  neigh- 
bouring Provinces  and  that  we  may  expect  them  as  soon  as  their  In- 
dian Corn  is  Planted  to  the  number  .of  two  thousand  Indians  of  dif- 
ferent nations  all  embodied  against  us  by  the  Influence  of  the  French 
and  these  Delawares,  the  Council  therefore  cannot  think  it  prudent, 
the 'Province  being  in  such  Circumstances,  that  these  Indians  sboud 
be  included  within  the  Cessation  of  Hostilities,  as  Sir  William  John- 
son has  before  this  time  received  from  G-overnor  Morris  one  of  the 
Printed  Proclamations  and  his  Letter  accompanying  it,  sent  by  Mr. 
Clause,  who  had  the  charge  of  Conducting  Scarroyady  and  his  Com- 
pany to  Fort  Johnson,  and  likewise  heard  the  ace** :  these  Indians 
woud  give  of  the  most  miserable  Condition  of  the  Back  Counties,  it 
is  hoped  he  sees  the  measure  in  another  light  than  he  did  when  he 
wrote  his  Letter,  and  will  have  considered  the  Reasons  for  it  as  set 
forth  by  the  Governor  in  that  Letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  here  in- 
closed whereby  it  will  appear  that  when  that  Declaration  was  pub- 
lished, the  Eoomy  Indians  were  greatly  encreased  in  their  numbers, 
and  appeared  in  more  formidable  Bodies  upon  every  fresh  Descent — 
That  the  Frontier  Counties  were  near  being  abandoned.  That  the 
Six  Nation  Indians  to  a  Man  who  were  Parties  at  the  late  Treaty 
thought  the  measure  absolutely  necessary,  advised  it,  &  assured  us 
it  woud  be  agreeable  to  the  Six  Nations  and  even  promised  to  engage 
some  of  their  Warriors  to  assist  us  against  them — that  the  formality 
of  a  Declaration  tho'  necessary  to  animate  our  own  People  coud 
make  no  manner  of  difference  as  to  the  Enemy,  Delawares  who  had 
been  for  some  time  before  and  then  were  butchering  the  Kings  Sub- 
jects like  Beasts,  appointed  for  Slaughter  or  driving  them  before  them 
bound  with  Cords  and  Naked  into  a  Shameful  Captivity,  the  Council 
say  when  these  matters  come  to  be  considered  together  with  the  Be- 
strictions  in  the  Proclamation  and  the  Distinctions  between  those  in 
Open  war,  and  those  who  have  not  joined  them  no  one  can  with  Jus- 
tice censure  the  Declaration  but  impute  the  Faults  where  it  does  in 
truth  lye  at  the  Door  of  the  Delawares  for  they  and  they  only  not  the 
Shawonese,  who  are  included  in  the  Declaration. 

The  Council — desire  further  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the 
Governor  by  their  Advice  has  sent  four  Indians,  two  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions and  two  friendly  Delawares  to  Wiomink  the  Principal  place  of 
Besidence  of  the  Susquehannah  Delawares,  to  notify  to  tbem  and 
the  neighbouring  Indians  the  Transactions  between  the  Deputies  of 
the  Six  Nations  and  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  these  Susqucbaonah, 
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IndiaDS  at  Otsaningo  as  CommuDicated  to  bim  by  Sir  Cbarles  Hardy 
from  Sir  Wiliram  Johnson,  and  that  these  messengers  had  further 
in  Charge  to  assure  those  Indies  that  if  the  Treaty  took  fuH  effect 
and  their  future  actions,  corresponded  to  the  Professions  made  to  the 
Deputies  of  the  Six  Nations,  they  shoud  find  a  ready  Disposition  in 
this  Oovernment  to  return  to  their  old  Friendship,  on  their  giving 
up  the  English  Prisoners  and  acknowledging  their  Faults. 

The  Council  requests  of  your  Excellency  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  make  Sir  William  Johnson  acquainted  with  these  matters  that 
they  may  be  properly  mentioned  at  the  Treaty  at  Onandago  and  if 
this  be  done  they  apprehend  no  ilLconsequences  can  attend  the  De- 
claration of  war  but  that  it  will  appear  that  this  Government  tho' 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  making  it  and  offering  rewards  for  such, 
as  woud  go  out  against  such  a  Destructive  Enemy,  has  paid  a  due 
regard  to  the  Mediation  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  will  still  do  it,  nor 
do  the  council  think  that  Sir  William  Johnson  shoud  blame,  but 
rather  justify  this  step,  especially  as  during  the  time  of  the  meeting 
at  Otsaningo,  the  Delawares  from  the  Ohio,  were  doing  their  greatest 
mischief  both  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Provinces,  and  do  still 
vow  not  to  leave  an  English  Man  alive,  which  shoud  stir  up  these 
very  Susquehannah  Indians,  in  conjunction  with  tho  Six  Nations  to 
assist  us  in  bringing  them  to  terms  of  Peace,  and  to  consider  this 
Declaration  as  made  against  these  implacable  and  obstinate  Enemies 
and  not  against  any  that  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  disposed  to 
hearken  to  the  Six  Nations  mediating  in  our  favour. 

The  Council  doubts  not  but  the  Governor  will  concur  with  them 
in  these  Sentiments  and  supply  what  is  wanting  of  his  Authority  in 
this  letter,  but  in  the  mean  time  till  he  can  signify  this  himself,  as 
he  is  at  a  Distance  they  thought  it  their  duty  to  lay  these  matters 
before  yeur  Excellency,  and  request  they  may  be  communicated  to 
Sir  William  Johnson,  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  take  off  any  pre- 
judice that  may  arise  in'  his  mind  or  with  the  Indians,  on  occasion 
of  this  Declaration,  and  least  any  accident  shoud  have  befallen  Mr. 
Clause,  and  the  Letters  sent  by  him  miscarry  they  further  desire  you 
will  furnish  Sir  William  Johnson,  with  one  of  the  Printed  Procla- 
tiong  and  the  Copy  of  the  governors  Letter  to  him,  on  the  24^^ 
April. 

I  am. 

Your  Excellency's 
most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS,  Sec. 
By  order  of  the  Council. 

Indorsed, 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Richard  Peters,  Esq^,  Sec,  to  his  Excel- 
lency Gen.  Shirley. 

*  Referred  to  Colon.  Reo.  YII.  on  page  117  &  127. 
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R.  Peters  to  Gov,  Morris,  1756. 

Honoured  Sir, 

The  Council  desires  me  to  Acknowledge  your  favour  of  the  first 
Instant,  with  the  Information  inclosed  of  Attempts  haying  been 
made  to  persuade  the  Roman  Gatholioks  of  Frederick  &  York 
Countys  to  remove  to  the  Ohio,  which  they  hope  &  think  with  you 
there  are  no  sufficient  grounds  for. 

The  Council  has  approved  the  proclamation*  for  a  fast,  and 
ordered  it  to  be  published  in  the  Gazette,  and  they  flatter  them- 
selves it  will  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  you. 

The  Express  retum'd  yesterday  from  General  Shirley,  with  a  kind 
letterj*  from  him,  ordering  600  Arms,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  -the  Necessarvs  for  the  Obtaining  &  Shipping  of  them  at 
Boston  have  been  done  by  M'.  Mifflin. 

We  have  had  long  Councib  on  the  Subject  of  S**  William  John- 
son's Extraordinary  Letter^  to  General  Shirley,  &  tho'  it  be  justly 
Exceptionable  both  in  substance,  &  still  yet  as  the  Six  Nations 
Deputies  had  brought  matters  to  such  a  Ripeness  with  the  Belle- 
wares,  the  Gounoill  was  unanimously  of  Opinion  to  Advise  you  to 
publish  a  Suspension  of  Arm8,§  till  the  result  shall  be  known  of  the 
Conference  with  the  Indians  in  this  great  treaty  to  be  held  by  Coll*. 
Johnson  at  Onnondagoe,  &  leave  it  to  you  to  do  it  when  &  in  what 
manner  yon  shall  think  best  for  the  publick  good ',  they  have  like- 
wise wrote  a  Letter  to  General  Shirley,  with  a  request  that  he  would 
Immediately  Dispatch  a  Messenger  to  S'  W".  Johnson  with  what 
they  had  wrote  to  the  General ;  &  if  this  reaches  the  hands  of  M'. 
Johnson  before  he  has  finished  with  the  Indians,  it  may  do  Con- 
siderable service,  &  if  not,  it  eannot  do  harm.  You  will  receive 
Coppies  of  the  minutes  &  Letters,  which  will  give  you  a  full  &  jnst 
notion  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Councill. 

People  of  sence  in  as  well  out  of  trade  think  an  Embargo  neces- 
sary, and  may  it  not  be  right  in  the  Governour  to  put  it  upon  the 
Assembly  by  adding  a  clause  in  favour  of  it  to  your  Messuage  to 
them? 

Indorsedf 
Richard  Peters  to  Gov'.  Morris,  6th  May,  1756. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.y  VoL  VII.,  p-  110;  and  page  649  this  Vol. 

!See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  111. 
See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  VU.,  p.  112,  117.  I  lb.  144, 192. 
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RiCHAKD  Pbt£rs  TO  Qov'r.  Hardy,  1756, 

Philadelphia,  6  May,  1756. 
Sir, 

The  Goyernor's  Absenoe  has  pat  the  Coaneil  under  some  diffi- 
ottltys  with  respect  to  a  Letter  they  have  been  obliged  to  take  under 
their  GonBideration,  sent  by  S*^  W**.  Johnson  to  General  Shirley,* 
&  by  him  sent  to  Gov'.  Morris,  in  which  S'  William  complains  of 
the  Declaration  of  War  that  the  Gov',  issued  against  the  BelawareSy 
and  desires  the  General's  Interposition. 

As  your  Excellency  has  taken  a  very  kind  Part  in  assisting  this 
Province,  which  is  really  in  a  most  distressed  Condition,  I  do  myself 
the  Honour  to  send  you  under  a  Flying  Seal  the  Dispatches  of  the 
Council  to  the  General,  and  when  you  have  perused  them,  Be 
pleased  to  send  them  with  all  imaginable  Dispatch  by  Express  or 
otherwise  as  you  shall  think  ye  most  Speedy  way  to  the  General. 
I  hope  what  has  been  done  will  be  agreeable  to  you  &  meet  with 
yotir  Approbation. 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient, 

^  •  humble  Servant. 

Jndorsedf 

Bichard  Peters  to  S'  Charles  Hardie,  6  May,  1756. 


R.  Pjbtbrs  to  Gov'r.  Hardt,  1756. 

Philadelphia,  8th  May,  1756. 
Sir, 

The  Letter  from  Governor  Dinwiddie,f  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a 
Copy,  was  opened  by  the  Council,  Governor  Morris  continuing  still 
in  the  Frontier  Counties,  and  they  have  ordered  me  to  send  an 
Elxpress  with  this  important  and  Malancholy  Account  of  matters, 
which  will  serve  to  shew  to  the  Six  Nations  that  notwithstanding 
their  Interposition  the  Delawares  are  not  disposed  to  lay  down  the 
Hatchet,  but  as  far  and  as  fast  as  they  cfan  to  destroy  all  his  Majesty's 
Subjects  in  these  Colonies,  and  to  lay  all  waste  before  them.  In 
this  shocking  continuence  of  a  Bloody  War,  can  the  Six  Nations 
think  it  reasonable  that  there  should  be  a  suspension  of  Hostilities 
with  respect  to  these  Delawares,  or  can  they  fulfill  their  Engage- 
ments to  his  Majesty  if  they  do  not  approve  of  the  Declaration  of 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  vn.,  p.  117.  t  lb.  p.  188. 
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mend  to  you  on  that  head ;  but  as  a  Friend  of  Hia  Lordships,  I  mnut 
indulge  the  pleasure  of  assuring  you  that  His  Lordship  s  natutal 
Disposition  and  amiable  Qualities  leave  me  no  room  to  doubt  but 
that  jou  will  have  the  greatest  satisfaotion  in  carrying  on  the  pablick 
Business  with  him.  The  Events  of  the  ensuing  Campaign,  in  which 
the  Interest,  Honour  and  Safety  of  His  Majesty's  American  Domi- 
nions are  so  deeply  concerned,  are  in  the  hands  of  Providence ;  but 
His  Majesty,  as  far  as  he  has  been  able  to  provide  for  the  Success 
of  Arms  by  the  choice  of  a  Qeneral,  seems  to  have  done  it  in  the 
appointment  of  the  Earl  of  Loudoun.  A  great  Empire  is  to  he 
fought  for,  and  one,  in  which  His  Majesty's  Subjects,  if  they  exerfc 
themselves  with  the  vigour  they  ought  to  do,  have  (I  thank  God !) 
a  manifest  superiority.  That  their  minds  may  be  wholly  intent  upon 
the  great  Business  in  hand,  and  in  no  degree  diverted  by  considera- 
tions of  a  lesser  moment  from  the  important  object  in  view,  it  is  the 
Duty  of  the  Governors  of  all  His  Majesty's  Provinces  (and  I  earn- 
estly recommend  it  to  you)  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  in  sap- 
pressing  and  preventing  any  partial  Provincial  Altercations,  Jealous- 
ies or  Disputes,  which  may  impede  and  obstruct  the  just  and  vigorous 
measures  His  Majesty  is  graciously  pleased  to  pursue  in  mainteoance 
of  his  just  Bights,  the  Honour  of  his  Crown,  and  the  Security  of  his 
Subjects. 

I  am.  Sir,  Your  most  obedient 

and  Humble  Servant,. 

DUNK  HALIFAX.* 
To  His  ExcelH  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'., 

Dep»^  Governor  of  Pensylvania. 
Indorsed. 

Pensylvania  Letter,  May  11**,  1756.    Dunk  Halifax,  &c 


List  of  Articles  from  Bethlehem,  1756. 

Bethl-,  May  14%  1756. 
Honourable  Gentlemen : 

M'.  Horsfield  being  absent,  I  have,  in  the  mean  while  sent  joa 
the  foil'  by  Jao.  Ebrenharts  Team. 

Viz :  26  Guns,  pack'd  in  a  Chest,^ 
78  Blankets,  Loose, 
4  doB.  of  Powder  Horns,  D»., 
1  Cag  of  Wine, 
1  d*  with  some  D®., 
1  d°  some  Spirits, 
1  d-  full  of  D»., 
1  d?  with  some  Vinegar, 
3  d»  of  Milk  Bisquet, 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  VU.,  p.  179,  181. 
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2  d«  of  Oinger  Bread, 
^  of  a  Cbeesey  packed  in  a  Bag  of  Tobacco, 
2  Cheeses  d*"  in  a  Barrel  with  Car.  Box,  and  Shoes, 
133  Cart  Boxes,  some  in  a  Bar^  and  1  Bar'  fall, 
77  Tomahawks,  Loose/ 
1  Cag  of  Nails, 

A  Bag  of  Tobacco,  Leaf,  1  ,   .•  .    ^^^  t>^^ 
1  EolT  of  Pigtail,  \^^^  '^  ^''^  ^*& 

1  small  Bag  with  some  Iteasons  in  the  Gin.  Bread  Cask, 

1  Cag  of  Sundries,  ^ 

2  Spyinff  Glasses, 

21  pair  of  Shoes,  with  Cart.  Boxes,  in  a  Barrel, 
1  whole  Cask  of  Shoes. 
The  above  I  have  pack'd  and  got  pack'd  as  good  as  could  be  in 
haste,  I  hope  it  may  come  safe  to  the  design'd  Place. 

I  am, 

Hononr'd  Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  Serv*, 

THOS.  BARTOW,  jun'. 

Directed. — To  the  Honble  Commissioners  at  Harris's  Ferry. 
Indorsed. 

Acco^  of  Stores  from  Northampton  County,  in  Jacob  Emhart's 
"Waggon. 


H.  Fox  TO  Gov.  MoBBis,  1756. 

Whitehall,  May  17%  1756. 
Sir: 

His  Majesty  having  found  it  necessary  to  declare  War  against  the 
French  King,  has  been  pleased,  in  a  Cotincil  held  this  Day  at  Ken- 
sington for  that  purpose,  to  sign  the  inclosed  Declaration,  and  to 
order  that  the  same  should  be  published  to  Morrow  by  the  Heralds 
at  Arms,  in  the  usual  Places,  and  with  the  accustomed  Formalities ; 
I  am  commanded  to  signify  to  you  the  King's  Pleasure,  that  you 
should  cause  the  said  Declaration  of  War  to  be  proclaimed  in  the 
Province  under  your  Government,  that  His  Majesty's  Subjects  hav- 
ing this  Notice  may  take  care  to  prevent  any  Mischief,  which  other- 
wise they  might  suffer  from  the  Enemy,  and  do  their  Duty  in  their 
several  Stations,  to  distress  and  annoy  the  Subjects  of  France ;  and 
His  Majesty  would  have  you  be  very  rigorous  and  severe  in  prevent- 
ing any  Ammunition^  or  Stores  of  any  kind,  from  being  carried  to 
them,  and  you  are  to  use  all  proper  Methods  that  may  be  most 
effectual  for  that  purpose. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant: 

H.  FOX. 
Gov'  of  Pensylvania. 
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P.  S.     His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  order  Letters  of  Marqae, 
or  GommissioDs  to  Privateers  to  be  granted,  in  the  nsaal  manner. 
I  have  received  your  Letter  of  Feb'»23'.* 

Indorsed^ 
Letter  Secretary  of  State  to  Governor,  &c.     May  17|  1756. 

tRead  in  Council,  at  Ea£ton,  30*^  July,  1756.     Declaration  was 
lished  agreeably  thereto.     Bead  in  Council,  11*^  Aag^,  1756,  at 
Philadelphia.    Published  the  next  day  w^^  the  usual  Formalities.] 


R.  Pbtkrs  to  Gov.  Hardt,  1766. 

Philadelphia,  20  May,  1756. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Governor  Morris,  who  is  still  on  the  Frontier,  to 
transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  Copy  of  the  Act  passed  the  18*^  In- 
stant, for  the  more  effectual  Obstructing  the  Exportation  of  Provi- 
sions and  warlike  Stores  from  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Embargo  took^place  here  tbisaflernoon,  and  an  Express  went 
imediately  to  thq  Lower  Counties,  with  the  Governors  Warrant  to 
th«  Collectors  there,  for  anjmediate  Embargo,  and  that  Assembly 
is  to  be  called  instantly. 

I  have  the  Honour  to-be 

Your  Exoellencys  Most  obedient 

humble  servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS.f 
His  Excellency  S'  Charles  Hardie. 

Indorsed  J 

Letter  Richard  Peters  to  S'  Charles  Hardie,  dated  20*^  May,  1756. 


Public  Stores  in  the  Hands  op  James  Read  at  Reading, 

May. 28, 1756. 

3  Swivel  Guns. 

5  Barrs  of  Lead,  w«  28»'»  each. 

1  Bagg  of  Bullets. 

1  Ditto  of  Swan  Shott. 

1  Barrel  Powder. 

5  Car  touch  Boxes,  with  Belts. 

2  Cartouch  Boxes,  without  Belts. 

♦  See  p.  268,  2«59.     Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VII.  26. 
t  See  Colon.  Rec  Vol.  VII.,  p.  129. 
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18  Axes  wiibout  Handles. 
2  Barrels  of  Bread. 
108  Pair  of  Shoes. 
95  Pair  of  Stockings^  viz. : 

s.     d. 


25  Pair  (< 

a  2 

6  a  pair, 

18  —  ^ 

%  8 

10    — 

6  —  ^ 

t  3 

4    — 

10  —  ^ 

1  3 

9    — 

9»—  h 

%2 

— — 

7  —  u 

i  8 

3    — 

9  —  ^ 

1  2 

4    — 

16  —  6 

4  2 

1    — 

There  is  a  small  Qaantity  of  Rum  in  an  8  Gall"  Kegg,  left  by  the 
Hen  lately  posted  at  Reading  under  Lieut^  Spearing. 

Indorud. — Report  of  Public  Stores  at  Reading,  May  28, 1756. 


Request  fkom  Bermuda  fob  Provisions,  1756. 

Bermuda  alias     ) 
SoBftER  Islands.  ) 

To  the  Honourable  the  Grovemor  of  his  Majestie's  Colonies 
rL   L 1      ^°  North  America,  and  to  all  other  Governors  of  Charter 
'-'''■      or  proprietary  Government  in  the  same,  and  to  all  others 
whom  it  may  concern. 

Weiereas  I  have  been  informed  that  Acts  have  lately  passed  in 
several  of  his  Majesty's  Northern  Colonies,  Prohibiting  the  exporta- 
tion of  Flour,  Com,  &  other  kinds  of  Provisions,  And  that  the  same 
Prohibition  extends  to  all  his  Majesty's  Ports  of  North  America; 
And  whereas  there  is  a  Clause  in  some  of  the  said  Acts  setting  forth 
that  on  an  Applicatibn  from  his  Majesty's  Governors  of  the  Southern 
Plantations  &  Islands,  liberty  .of  Exportation  may  be  allowed  for  the 
relief  of  the  said  Southern  Plantations  or  Islands ;  Now  Know  Ye, 
that  the  Owners  of  the  Sloop  Experiment  of  this  place,  Israel  Somer- 
sail  Master,  having  applied  to  me  for  my  Leave  to  dispatch  the  said 
Sloop  to  some  of  his  Majesty's  Colonies  for  a  Supply  of  such  Provi- 
sions, as  well  for  the  Benefit  of  themselves  as  for  the  other  In- 
habitants of  these  his  Majesty's  Islands,  &  having  enter'd  into 
Security  for  the  delivery  of  all  such  Provisions  in  these  Islands, 
where  there  is  at  present  a  very  great  Scarcity,  I  hereby  Request 
his  Majesty's  Governors  &  other  Officers  to  permit  the  said  Israel 
Somarsall  to  load  his  said  Vessel  in  any  of  his  Majestv's  Colonies 
with  such  Provisions  as  he  shall  be  able  to  purchase,  ne  the  fsaif* 
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Israel  Somarsall  entering  into  such  farther  Seoority  as  the  siud  Law 
may  require. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Publick  Seal  of  these  Islands^  this 
Seventh  day  of  June,  1756. 

WM.    POPPLE.* 
3y  his  Ezcell'*  Command, 

Jacob  Wright,  Dop*  Secretary. 


Indorsed, 
Certific 
Read  in  Council  25th  June 


« 
Certificate  under  the^  Great  Si|al,  from  Gov.  Popple^f  Bermuda. 

1, 1756. 


John  Harris  to  Edward  Shippen,  1756. 

Pazton,  June  9th|  1756. 
Sir: 

The  second  Scout  that  went  out  some  Pays  agoe,  under  James 
Lowrey,  is  Returned  to  our  Camp  at  Roh*  Armstrong's  place,  and 
has  brought  \iith  him  an  Indian  man  and  a  boy  who  pretends  he 
Come  from ''Col"*  Johnston,  I  don't  know  his  Intelligence;- 1  expect 
youl  Soon  be  Informed  fi^gai  ye  Camp ;  our  Skout  saw  ab*  Ten  In- 
dian at  McKee's  upper  place ;  I  likewise  hear  that  the  Indian  Sajs 
he  saw  a  Large  number  of  Ind*  Near  Sbamokin,  but  of  this  I  know 
not  Certain^  its  Imagined  there  is  Indians  plenty  between  McKee's 
upper  place  and  Shamokin.  I  take  this  opportunity  to  Inform  yoa 
of  any  late  news  I  have  heard.  I  received  all  the  articles  sent  by 
you  to  my  Care,  aud  has  forwarded  the  Letters,  with  all  the  Articles 
sent  Except  the  beer,  w**^  Came  to  hand  only  last  night. 

I  am.  Sir,  in  Hasten 

your  most  Obed*, 

&  most  Humble  Serv% 

-  JOHN  HARRIS. 

Directed, 

To  Edward  Shippen,  Esq% 
In  Lancaster. 

Indorsed', 

June  9, 1756.  Harris,  that  our  Scouts  had  taken  two  Indians,  a 
man  and  a  boy,  that  say  they  are  Messengers  from  Colh  Johnson. 

*  Referred  to  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VI.,  p.  168. 
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Col.  Wm.  Clapham  to  Gov. ,  1750. 

Gamp  at  Armstrong'Sj  June  11^.^  1756. 

Sir: 

I  do  myself  the  Pleasure  to  iDform  your  Honor,  that  on  Saturday 
last,  I  mareVd  from  McKees  Store  with  Five  Oompauys  and  Eight- 
een Battoes  &  Canoes,  loaded  and  arrivd  here  the  next  afternoon ; 
at  which  Time,  I  reeeivd  the  Favor  of  your  Honors  kind  Letter. 
Before  I  left  that  Place,  I  detached  Serjeant  MoCurdy  w'^  Twelve 
Men,  to  remain  in  garrison  at  Harris's,  and  receive  and  stow  care- 
fully whatever  Provisions,  Stores,  &o.,  arrivd.  I  have  also  station'd 
a  Party  of  Twenty  Four  Men,  under  the  command  of  M''.  Johnson, 
at  Hunters  Fort,  with  orders  to  defend  that  Post  and  the  Neighbour- 
bood,  and  to  esoort  any  Provisions  that  should  come  to  him  up  to 
McKees  store.  As  we  could  not  move  with  the  whole  Body,  for 
vrant  of  a  sufficient  number  of  Battoes  to  transport  the  Provisions, 
Stores,  and  Took,  I  have  directed  Major  Burd  to  erect  Bastions  at 
opposite  Comen,  and  to  remain  in  Camp  at  McKees  Store,  till  we 
oan  remove  all  the  Provisions  and  Stores  up  to  this  Place,  and  when 
lie  decamps,  to  leave  M'.  Attlee  to  defeflB  the  Post,  and  convey  any 
Battoes  that  may  afterwards  be  destined  for  this  Place. 

The  River  is  now  very  low,  and  daily  falling  insomuch  that  it  was 
with  great  Difficulty  we  got  the  Battoes  through  the  Shoals  and 
Falls  at  Juniata-Hill,  most  of  them  having  grounded,  tho'  laden  with 
no  more  than  FQur  Barrels  of  Pork,  and  a  few  light  Things ;  there 
I  was  convinced  from  Experience,  that  the  Battoe  Service  is  what 
the  Soldiers  in  general  are  utterly  incapable  of,  and  what  very  few 
of  them  have  been  accustomed  to,  I  shall  for  this  Reason,  be  obligd 
to  hire  a  number  of  men  better  acquainted  with  that  Branch  of 
Business,  and  shall  want  money  and  Rum  for  that  Purpose.  The 
money  you  left  with  me  for  contingent  Charges,  I  have  already  paid 
to  these  I  have  bird,  as  they  have  Wives  and  Children  to  support  at 
Home,  which,  if  they  are  not  paid  weekly,  will  oblige  them  to  quit 
the  Service ;  the  Vouchers  for  the  Payment  of  that  money,  I  shall 
send  your  Honor  by  the  next  opportunity,  half  of  the  sum  being  left 
with  Major  Burd  for  that  use,  who  is  not  yet  come  up. 

As  I  find  this  far  the  most  convenient  Place  on  the  River,  between 
Harris's  and  Shamokin,  for  a  Magazine,  on  account  of  its  good  natu- 
ral Situation,  its  Situation  above  the  Juniata  Falls,  the  vast  Plenty 
of  Pine  Timber  at  Hand,  its  nearness  to  Shamokin,  and  a  Saw  within 
a  Quarter  of  a  Mile,  I  have  concluded  to  erect  a  Fort  here,  according 
to  the  Plan  inclosd,  and  for  that  Purpose,  we  have  already  cutt  and 
squard  200,  and  bawled  to  the  Spot  80  Logs,  each  about  30  feet  long 
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and  made  some  Progress  in  laying  them ;  but  as  our  long  Stay  bere 
may  be  attended  w^  many  Inconveniencys,  and  men  may  be  bird  in 
the  Neighbourhood  at  a  reasonable  Rate,  sufficient,  under  the  Guard 
of  an  officer  and  Thirty  Men,  to  finish  the  Fort  in  a  Fortnight  after  the 
Logs  are  all  hawld,  it  appears  more  prudent  to  do  so,  than  to  retard 
the  march  of  the  Troops  .it  this  Season ;  on  that  account,  I  perceive  we 
shall  be  obligd  to  cross  the  River  about  a  Mile  and  a  half  above  this, 
so  that  any  Place  higher  up  on  this  side  the  River  would  be  impro- 
per for  a  Magaaine.  I  have  directed  Henry  to  do  every  Thing  with 
regard  to  the  Pennsylvanian  arms,  agreeable  to  your  Instructions, 
and  am  well  pleas'd  to  hear  of  the  Arrival  of  the  200  English  arms 
and  Blankets  at  McKees  Store,  but  I  observe  your  Honor  has  barely 
calculated  the  arms  for  400  men,  whereas,  exclusive  of  that  Number 
in  the  Regiment,  there  are  the  Garrisons  at  Harris's,  Hunters,  and 
McKees,  besides  the  officers  and  Volunteers  who  are  without  arms. 

We  have  now  twenty  Battoes  finished,  and  two  Canoes,  which  are 
all  busily  employ'd  in  bringing  up  the  Provisions  &c. ;  they  have 
made  Five  Trips  already  up  to  McKees  Store,  and  two  to  this  Plaoe^ 
and  are  now  absent  on  a  third. 

Ten  of  the  Ship  Carpenters  arrivd  here  yesterday  from  Harris's,  by 
my  order,  to  which  I  was  induced,  by  the  following  Reasons,  the  want 
of  a  proper  officer  at  Harris's  to  superintend  them,  apd  the  necessity 
of  M'.  Erwins  Horses,  which  may  supply  Logs  for  the  Fort  and 
Timber  for  then^at  the  sanl#  Time.  I  find  Rum  to  bo  an  article  ex* 
tremely  necessary  in  this  Service,  have  but  a  small  Quantity  of  it  in 
Store,  and  am  in  daily  Expectation  of  a  further  Supply. 

On  the  8^  and  5^^  instant,  I  detached  two  different  Partys  of 
Scouts  to  reconnoitre  Shamokin  and  the  Route  thither,  and  on  the 
Eighth,  in  the  morning,  was  agreably  surprized  to  seQ  a  Canoe  coming 
down  the  River  with  a  red  Flag,  on  board  of  which,  was  an  Indian 
Chief  of  the  Iroquois  Nation,  and  his  Son,  charg'd  with  a  message 
and  Belt  of  Wampum  from  the  six  Nations,  for  the  Particulars  of 
whose  Intelligeoce,  I  refer  your  Honor  to  the  Papers  particularly 
relative  to  that  Subject,  and  shall  only  add,  that  a  Cayauga  Indian 
was  dispatch'd  ^  at  the  Time,  with  this  Man,  butt  being  deterr'd  by 
the  Reports  of  John  Shikalamy  and  the  Fellow  who  escap'd  afterwards 
from  McKees  Son,  remain'd  at  Choconotte  above  Wioming,  and  left 
his  companion  to  prosecute  the  Journey  without  him. 

The  courier  who  brings  this  was  hir'd  on  Purpose,  and  detaind  by 
me  till  the  Conference  with  the  Indian  was  concluded. 

Since  our  comeing  here,  we  have  daily  the  Satisfaction  of  seeing 
the  People  return  to  their  deserted  Habitations  on  the  River,  and 
have  offered  them  all  the  Encouragement  and  assistance  which  Ha* 
manity  and  onr  Duty  to  the  Service  requires. 

I  must  here  beg  I^eave  to  assure  your  Honor,  that  no  motives  shall 
influence  me  to  deviate  from  that  Regard  which  I  owe  to  the  good 
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of  the  Service  and  your  Honors  Instructions,  and  that  I  am  very 
respecifolly, 

Your  Honors  most  obedient  humble  Svt. 

WILLM.  CLAPHAM. 

By  the  Colonels  Command, 

T.  LLOYD,  Aid  do  Camp. 


Description  op  Fort  Lebanon,  1756. 

Fort  Lebanon,  aboat  24  miles  from  Onadenhutten,  in  the  lane  to 
Shamokin. 

Fort  100  Foot  Square. 

Stockades  14  Foot  high. 

House  within  built  30  by  20,  with  a  large  Store  Room. 

A  Spring  within. 

A  Magazine  12  Foot  Square. 

On  a  Barren  not  much  Timber  about  it. 

100  Families  protected  by  it  within  the  new  Purchase.  No  Town- 
ship. 

Built  in  three  weeks.  Something  considerable  given  by  the  neigh- 
boars  towards  it. 
Indorsed, 

Fort  Lebanon* 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Wm.  Clapham,  1756. 

Philad",  12"'  June,  1756. 
Sir, 

Yours  of  y  2*  Ins*,  relating  to  y*  Blankets)  Arms,  Bum,  &c.,  w'** 
you  still  complain  of  wanting,  I  laid  before  y"  Com'*,  &  at  y*  same 
time  press' d  them  to  lose  no  time  in  forwarding  them  to  you,  and 
every  thing  else  y*  you  may  stand  in  need  of;  &  also  give  me  their 
Thoughts  upon  a  Scheme  I  proposed  to  them  of  sending  Capt''  Busse 
with  a  Party  across  the  Woods  to  scour  the  Country  on  this  side, 
and  Joyn  you  near  Shamokin,  but  1  can  get  no  Answer  from  them, 
w*"^  I  can  only  gather  from  one  of  'their  Board,  that  they  think  your 
Corps  sufficient  w^^  out  any  additional  Forces,  fully  to  execute  y« 
Design  you  are  upon,  and  that  they  have  sent  you  y*  rest  of  y* 
Blanket ts,  &  every  thing  else  but  y"  Rum,  &  that  lyes  ready  for  y« 
first  Waggon,  but  how  you  are  to  get  it  from  Harris's,  I  suppose 

*  See  Colonial  Reoords,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  156,  for  another  letter  from  W.  C, 
of  same  date. 
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they  will  let  yon  know  by  Comiss'^  Bard,  since  they  did  not  enable 
you  to  take  it  with  you,  who  I  understand  is  to  set  offy*  beginning  of 
next  week. 

I  mast  referr  yon  to  my  Instnictions  inolosM  for  what  relates  to  y* 
Plan  of  y'  Fort.  I  send  yon  y"  Commissions  for  Hambright  & 
Tmmpy  and  also  blank  Commissions  to  supply  y*  Vacancies,  and 
give  you  power  in  every  Inst*  to  fill  them  up  by  advancing  y*  En- 
signs to  y*  Lieutenancy,  always  having  a  due  regard  to  encourage 
merit,  &  to  make  new  Ensigns  in  y*  room  of  those  advanced. 

I  approve  much  of  your  gaining  y*  Post  at  Armstrongs,  &  y* 
other  measures  you  are  taking,  &  shoud  not  have  so  long  delay'd 
sending  you  the  Instruc  if  I  had  not  had  great  Dependence  on 
your  Judgm^  &  Care  in  carrying  on  matters,  w*^  made  my  Instrae- 
tions  in  a  great  measure  needless. 

I  send  you  some  Copys  of  y*  Articles  of  War. 

As  y*  Com  miss"  have  ordered  all  y"  Arms  made  here  to  be  sent 
back,  you  will  have  no  occasion  to  take  M'.  Henry  with  you  on 
acco*  of  repairing  those  Arms. 

I  apply'd  to  y  Com**  ab*  Provender  for  y*  Horses,  but  they  have 
given  me  no  answer  ab*  it. 

By  some  Intelligence  I  have  rec'  from  y*  Northw',  I  find  y* 
Susquehannah  Indians  are  much  alarm'd  at  our  Scheme  of  building 
a  Fort  at  Shamokin,  &  are  jealous  y*  we  intend  by  it  to  secure  y* 
possession  of  their  unpurchased  lands  there,  &  are  apprehensive  y* 
y  regiment  is  an  Army  ag^  them,  and  they  have  actually  sent 
out  ten  of  their  People  to  be  Spies  upon  you  in  your  March,  and 
to  observe  your  Motions.  These  Apprehensions  of  those  Indians 
IS  owing  to  some  vile  rascally  Deserters,  Irish  Roman  Catholicks, 
who  are  employd  by  y*  French  to  scatter  these  and  other  false  Sto- 
ries amongst  them,  in  order  to  poison  them  and  bring  them  inUrely 
over  to  the  French  Interest;  and  perhaps  that  party  of  Indians 
whom  your  reconoiter  party  saw  at  McGees  old  Place,  may  be  those 
Spies  sent  out  by  y*  India'hs.  But  the  Indian  Mess**  I  am  now 
sending  again  amongst  them  have  directions  to  satisfy  them  on  y^ 
head. 

P.  S  If  you  find  the  Building  the  Fort  in  the  manner  proposed 
in  the  Plan  w*^  a  Ditch  Glacis,  coverd  way,  &c.,  will  be  attended  w** 
too  much  difficulty,  you  will  then  build  it  in  another  manner. 

BOB.  H.  MOBRIS.* 
Indorsed. 
Dft  Letter  to  Col.  Clapham,  12^^  June,  1756. 

*  See  the  answer,  June  20,  page  671. 
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Instructions  to  Col.  Clapham,  1756. 

Orders  &  iDstrubtiona  to  Col.  W".  Clapham : 

With  these  iDstructioDS  you  vifl  Beoieve  a  number  of  Blank 
Commissions,  under  my  hand  and  Seal,  for  Subaltern  officers  in 
your  Regiment,  which  you  are  hereby  empowered  to  fill  up  with 
the  names  of  such  men  as  you  Judge  most  fit  for  the  service,  Hav- 
ing'regard  to  the  merit  and  services  of  those  already  employd,  and 
taking  care  that  they  be  of  the  Protestant  religion  and  well  affected 
to  his  Majesties  Govemm*,  and  you  will  administer  to  them  the 
oaths  to  the  Government,  as  your  name  is  incerted  in  the  General 
Dedimus  for  this  Province,  under  the  great  seal,  or  cause  Major  Burd 
to  do  it. 

2.  Herewith  you  will  also  recieve  two  Planus  of  Forts,  the  one 
a  Pentagon,  the  other  a  Square  with  one  Ravelin  to  Protect  the  Cur- 
tain where  the  gate  is,  with  a  ditch,  coverd  way,  and  Glacis.  But 
as  it  is  impossible  to  give  any  explicit  directions,  the  Particular 
form  of  a  fort,  without  viewing  and  Considering  the  ground  on 
which  it  is  to  stand,  I  must  leave  it  to  you  to  build  it  in  such  form 
as  will  best  answer  for  its  own  Defence,  the  command  of  the  river 
and  of  the  Country  in  its  neighbourhood,  and  the  Plans  herewith 
will  serve  to  shew  the  Proportion  that  the  Different  parts  of  the 
works  should  bear  to  Each  other. 

8.  As  to  the  place  upon  which  this  fort  is  to  be  erected,  that  must 
be  in  a  great  measure  left  to  your  Judgment;  but  it  is  necessary  to 
inform  you  that  it  must  be  on  the  East  side  of  the  Susquehana,  the 
Lands  on  the  West  at  y**  forks  &  between  the  branches  not  being 
Purchasd  from  the  Indians,  besides  which  it  would  be  impossible  to 
relieve  and  support  a  garrison  on  that  side  in  the  winter  time. 
From  all  the  Information  I  have  been  able  to  Collect,  the  Land  on 
y  south  side  of  the  east  branch,  opposite  the  middle  of  the  Island, 
is  the  highest  of  any  of  the  low  land  thereabout,  and  the  best  place' 
for  a  forty  as  the  Guns  you  have  will  form  a  Rampart  of  a  moderate 
highth,  command  the  main  river;  but  as  these  Informations  come 
from  persons  not  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  such  things,  I  am 
fearfuU  they  are  not  much  to  be  depended  on,  and  your  own  Judg- 
ment must  therefore  direct  you. 

4.  When  you  have  completed  the  fort  you  will  cause  the  ground 
to  be  cleard  about  it,  so  to  a  convenient  distance  and  openings  to  be 
made  to  the  river,  and  you  will  Erect  such  buildings  within  the  fort 
and  place  them  in  such  a  manner  as  you  shall  Judge  best. 

5.  Without  the  fort,  at  a  convenient  distance,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Guns,  it  will  be  necessary  to  build  some  loff  houses  for 
Indians,  that  they  may  have  places  to  Lodge  in  withAit  oeing  in  the 
fort  where  numbers  of  them,  however  friendly,  should  not  be  ad- 
mitted but  in  a  formal  manner,  and  the  guard  turned  out,  this  will 
be  esteemed  a  compliment  by  our  friends;  and  if  enemies  should  at 
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any  time  be  conceald  under  that  name,  it  will  give  them  proper  no- 
tions of  our  vigilence  jind  prevent  them  from  attempting  to  sur- 
prise it. 

6.  In  your  march  up  the  River  you  will  take  care  not  to  be  sur- 
prised, and  always  have  your  forces  in  such  a  disposition  that  yon 
may  retreat  with  safety. 

7.  You  will  make  the  best  observations  you  can  of  the  river,  and 
the  most  difficult  passes  you  meet  with  in  your  way,  as  well  by  land 
as  by  water,  which  you  will  note  upon  the  map  I  gave,  that  it  may 
be  thereby  amended,  and  furnish  me  with  your  opinion  of  the  best 
manner  of  removing  or  surmounting  those  difficulties. 

8.  If  you  should  be  opposed  in  yo«ir  march,  or  gain  any  intelli- 
gence of  the  aproach  of  an  enemy  for  that  or  any  other  purpose, 
you  will  inform  me  by  express  of  such  intelligence  or  opposition,  the 
situation  you  are  in,  and  every  thing  else  material,  that  I  may  send 
yon  proper  assistance,  and  be  prepared  for  any  thing  that  may  Hap- 
pen, and  in  the  mean  time  you  are  to  use  your  best  endeavours  to 
oppose  the  Enemy  &  to  secure  yourself. 

9.  As  soon  as  you  are  in  Possession  of  the  Ground  at  Shamokin, 
you  will  secure  your  self  by  a  breast  work-in  the  best  manner  you  can, 
80  that  your  men  may  work  in*  safety,  and  you  will  inform  me  of 
your  arrival  there,  and  let  me  know  what  you  will  have  occasion  for 
that  I  may  apply  to  the  Commissioners  to  supply  it. 

10.  You  will  order  the  Commissary,  and  others  into  whose  hands 
you  may  trust  any  of  the  Publick  Provisions  or  Stores  to  be  careful 
and  exact  in  the  distribution  thereof,  and  to  keep  exact  accounts  of 
ev^ry  thing  committed  to  their  care. 

11.  Having  suspended  Hostilities  against  the  Delaware  Indians 
on  the  East  side  of  the  North  East  Branch  of  Sasquahana,  in  order 
to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  them,  I  send  you  herewith  my  Proclama- 
tion for  that  purpose,  to  which  yon  will  conform,  and  any  friendly 
Indians  that  may  Joyn  you  in  your  march  or  at  Shamokin  you  will 
treat  with  kindness,  and  supply  them  out  of  the  Province  Stores 
with  such  things  as  they  may  want,  and  you  are  able  to  spare. 

12  Having  sent  the  Indians,  New  Castle  and  Jagrea,  again  to 
the  town  of  Diahoga,  accompanied  with  some  of  the  Jersey  Dcla- 
wares,  all  our  good  friends,  who  may  and  probably  will  return  by 
the  Sasquahana,  you  will,  in  about  a  fortnight  after  this  cause  a  look 
out  to  be  kept  for  them,  and  if  they  return  that  way  you  will  recieve 
&  assist  them  in  their  journey.  Their  Signal  will  be  a  red  flag 
with  the  union  in  the  comer,  or  if  that  should  be  lost  they  will  carry 
green  Boughs  or  clubd  Muskets,  will  appear  open  and  Erect,  and  not 
approach  you  in  the  night. 

Given  undex^my  Hand  &  Seal  at  Arms,  at  Philad',  this  12*^  day 
of  June,  1756. 

2ndar$ed, 
Dft  Col.  Clapham's  Orders,  12f»»  June,  1766. 
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Wm.  Edmonds  to  R.  Petkrs,  1756. 

Beth™,  June  14*»,  1756. 
M'.  Peters, 

Sir: 

Both  year  Letters  are  come  safe  to  hand,  M'.  Spangenberg  not 
being  home,  those  appointed  for  transacting  affaires  in  his  absence, 
opened  your  Letters,  and  Consulted  together  about  the  Indians  who 
are  kindly  Rec%  and  all  things  necessary,  as  far  as  we  can,  Provided 
for  them,  which  We  shall  continue  to  Do.  If  it  shall  be  thought 
needfull  I  will  go  with  them  to  Gnadenhutten,  when  the  Jersey 
Indians  come  here  to  them ;  We  shall  soon  forward  them  up.  Which 
with  hearty  Respects  in  behalf  of  M'.  Spangenberg  and  others  De- 
sire, Who  are  here,  is  all  at  present  from  Sir, 

Your  Humble  Ser^. 

WM.  EDMONDS. 

P.  S.  The  inclosd  is  a  Copy,  in  effect,  of  Letters  I  sent  to  M'. 
Craig,  to  forts  Norris,  Hamilton  &  Franklin,  &  also  something  of  it 
to  M*".  Parsons.* 

Directed, 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esq''.,  in  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed, 

W-.  Edmonds,  14  June,  1756. 


Col.  Clapham  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

CaAip  at  Armstrong's,  June  15"",  1756. 

Sir: 

On  Sunday,  13*^  instant,  I  received  your  Honor's  Proclamation 
enjoining  a  Cessation  of  Hostilitys  for  30  Days,  and  shall  as  far  as 
my  judgment  extends  pay  all  due  Deference  to  it,  but  it  not  being 
aocompany'd  with  a  single  Line  of  Instructions  am  most  at  a  Loss 
how  to  proceed,  not  being  able  to  determine  whether  only  Marching 
into  that  Country  may  or  may  not  be  deem'd  an  Act  of  Hostility, 
must,  in  order  to  Acquit  myself,  leave  the  Decision  of  that  matter  to 
the  Opinion  of  a  Council  of  War.  I  am  the  more  uneasy  as  the 
Fort  is  now  in  a  Condition  to  be  left,  the  River  daily  falling,  and 
this,  perhaps,  the  only  opportunity  this  Season  may  afford  of  a 
Water  Carriage  to  Shamokin. 

Having  received  a  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  I  have  trans- 
mitted to  them  Copys  of  what  I  wrote  to  your  Honour,  excepting 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VII,  p.  168,  166. 


670  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1766. 

your  Honor's  private  Letter.  IncWd  is  an  Exact  Copy  of  wbat 
IntelHgenoe  is  communicated  to  me  by  Ogaghadarirah,*  the  Indian 
Messenger  now  at  the  Camp,  a  Copy  of  which  I  have  also  IncWd 
the  Commissioners.  I  wait  the  return  of  the  Courier  with  the  utmost 
Impatience,  and  am,  Sir, 

with  all  Respect, 

Your  Honor's  most  obcd' 

humble  Servant, 

WILLm.  clapham. 

Inclorsrd. 

15  June,  1756.     Col^  Clapham. 


Copy  Wm.  Parsons  to  Wm.  Edmonds,  1756. 

Easton,  June  15%  1756. 

Dear  Sir : 

Your  two  Letters  are  come  safe  to  Hand.  That  of  Yesterday  by 
Mr.  James  Ennis  &rThomas  Aply  I  am  now  particularly  to  answer. 
As  soon  as  I  rec^  that  Letter  I  wrote  a  Letter  &  directed  it  to  Coll* 
John  Anderson,  Esq'.,  &  all  other  His  Majesty's  Justices  k  other 
Officers,  desiring  them  to  forward  Mr.  Ennis  &  Aply  in  their  Jour- 
ney to  Paulin's  Kill,  and  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  divert 
the  Scalping  Party  ^om  going  out  (if  they  were  not  already  gone) 
until  the  Time  limited  in  the  Governor's  Proclamation  of  the  third 
Instant  was  expired,  which  Letter  I  gave  them  open. 

This  Afternoon  Mr.  Ennis  retum'd  to  this  place,  and  tells  me  that 
this  Morning  about  18  or  20  Miles  from  hence  they  met  with 
Jonathan  Hamton,  Esq',  Commissary  General  of  the  Jerseys,  & 
Doctor  Hart,  who  informed  them  that  4  Officers,  with  25  Men  each, 
set  out  last  Saturday  from  Paulin's  Kill  towards  the  Great  Swamp 
in  auest  of  the  Indians,  but  it  is  supposed  that  their  Design  is  rather 
to  bring  off  such  Cattle  and  Effects  as  they  may  find  with  the 
Enemy  than  to  Scalp  them.  It  b  said  these  parties  took  10  Daj's 
Provision  with  them.  It  would  have  been  most  agreeable  to  me  to 
have  oome  to  Bethl"  &  conferred  with  Mr.  Horsfield  &  you  upon  this 
Subject,  but  as  I  have  been  from  home  of  late  I  can't  spare  the 
Time,  And  shall  therefore  only  give  you  my  sentiments  &  leave  it 
to  yon  and  Mr.  Horsfield  to  do  as  you  shall  see  best. 

It  seelns  to  me  improper  to  let  the  Indians  eo  while  these  Parties 
are  out,  least  they  should  fall  into  their  Hands,  which  would  prove 
fatal  not  only  to  the  present,  but  to  future  Overtures  of  Peace,  aa 
the  Indians  would  then  have  Eeason  to  suspect  the  people  of  this 
Province. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VEt.,  p.  171. 
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And  I  am  of  Opinion  that  Mr.  Jam«8  or  Mr.  Ennis,  or  both,  aa 
you  think  fit,  should  go  immediately  Ezpreas  to  Philad*  &  inform  tho 
Governor  of  the  Situation  of  Affairs,  and  that  the  Indians  remain 
at  Bethl"  &  no  where  else  till  his  Honour's  further  pleasure  is 
known.  If  this  proye  agreeable  to  jour  own  sentiments  I  beg  you 
will  put  it  in  Ezeoution  with  what  speed  you  can,  but  if  Mr.  Hers- 
field  &  you  be  of  a  another  mind  pray  act  according  to  your  own 
Sentiments,  &  with  speed.  Give  my  Compliments  to  Mr.  Horsfield, 
the  Messenger  is  in  so  much  hurry  that  I  have  not  time  to  write  to 
him.  I  am. 

Signed,  WM.  PARSONS. 

To  Wm.  Edmonds, 
at  Bethl-. 

Indoned, 
Indians.     Sune  15**,  1756.    Wm.  Parrons. 

Written  on  the  hackf 

''The  Indians,  Especially  the  Cap^,  Desired  me  to  send  the  Bearer 
of  this  to  Your  Honour,  he  being  a  faithful!  Man ;  his  name  is  Tho^ 
Innis/' 


Col.  Clapham  to  Gov.  Morris,  1766. 

Camp  at  Armstrong's,  June  20th,  1756. 

Sir, 

I  receiv'd  your  Honour's  of  the  12**  instant,  together  with  your 
Honor's  Instructions,*  your  Honor's  answer  to  the  Indian  Sachem, 
six  blank  Commissions  and  two  Planus  of  Fortification.  Your  In- 
structions I  shall  obey  with  the  utmost  Pleasure  and  Punctuality. 
Your  answer  I  deliverei  with  due  solemnity;  in  filling  up  the  Com- 
missions I  shall  be  particularly  careful  to  regard  your  Honor's  Direc- 
tions; when  arriVd  at  tho  Ground  I  shall  conform  as  near  as  possible 
to  the  Plans,  and  hope  I  shall  find  no  Difficulty  in  the  Execution 
which  Industry  and  application  may  not  surmount  and  shall  rely  on 
your  Honor  for  the  Supplys  necessary  during  that  Time.  The  Pro- 
gress already  made  in  this  Fort  renders  it  Impracticable  for  me  to 
comply  with  the  Commissioners  Desire  to  contract  it,  at  which  I  am 
the  more  surprized,  as  I  expected  every  Day  Orders  to  enlarge  it,  it 
being  as  yet  in  my  opinion  much  too  small.  I  shall  leave  an  officer  and 
thirty  men,  with  Orders  to  finish  it  when  I  march  from  hence,  which 
will  be  with  all  possible  Expedition,  after  the  arrival  of  the  Blanketts, 
the  Bum  and  the  Money  for  Payment  of  tho  Battoe-men,  for  want 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  YIL,  p.  168.  *  See  page  666. 
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of  which  I  am  oblig'd  to  detain  them  here  in  Idleneas,  not  Uiinkmg 
it  prudent  to  trust  them  on  another  Trip  for  Fear  of  their  Desertiou, 
which  may  totally  impede  the  Servioe.  I  conld  wish  the  Commia- 
eioners  would  invent  some  Expedient  to  pay  those  men  without 
Money,  or  at  least  without  the  Danger  of  trusting  me  with  their 
Money,  the  charge  of  which  I  am  not  ambitious  off,  or  the  much 
envy'd  Honor  and  Trouble  of  expending  it.  This  far,  Sir,  is  cer- 
tain, that  without  such  Expedient  or  the  Money  we  cannot  stir. 

I  have,  pursuant  to  your  Honor's  Command,  sent  down  the  Indian 
Sachem  properly  escorted,  and  committed  particularly  to  the  Care  of 
Mr.  Shippen,  and  hope  his  coming  will  fuUy  answer  the  Ends  pro- 

gos'd  by  your  Honor  and  your  Council.  I  have  found  Captaia 
[cKee  extremely  useful!  and  have  sent  him  also  at  the  Sacbenu 
particular  Request.  The  Carpenters  are  still  cmploy'd  in  building 
Battoes,  and  Carriages  for  the  Canons,  and  every  Body  seems  dis- 
posed chearfully  to  contribute  their  Services  towards  the  publick 
Good,  if  there  was  ever  any  Prospect  or  Assurance  of  being  paid  for 
it.,  From  your  Honor's  character  of  Cap^ Bussc  I  am  extremely  sorry 
the  Commissioners  hare  not  thought  proper  to  comply  with  joor 
Honor's  Proposal.  I  assure  myself  your  Honor  will  omit  no  oppor- 
tunity of  extricating  mo  from  the  Embarrassment  arising  from  the 
want  of  Money,  both  for  the  Buttoc-mcn  and  the  Soldiers,  twenty-six 
of  which  being  Dutch  are  now  in  Confinement  for  Mutiny  on  tiiat 
very  Accountt. 

I  am,  with  all  Respect, 

Your  Honor's  most  obedient  humble  Serv^ 

WILL'M  CLAPHAM. 

P.  S.  The  Fort  at  this  Place  is  without  a  Name  till  your  Honor 
is  pleas'd  to  confer  one.* 

lifidorsed. 
20  June,  1756.     Coll.  Clapham. 


Copy,  Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Clapham,  1756. 

June  21st,  1756,  Philad*. 
Sir, 

T  this  minute  returned  from  Amboy  and  found  your  favour  of  je 
15th  Instant  with  the  Indian  Messenger's  Intelligence,  for  which  I 
am  obliged  to  you.  All  your  Doubts  about  the  force  and  Effect 
of  my  Proclamation  will  be  removed  when  you  receive  my  letters 
by  the  return  of  your  Express,  who  left  this  on  Tuesday  last 
I  should  have  sent  you  a  hundred  pounds  by  him,  But  M'.  Bard 
the  Commissary  gave  me  Assurances  that  he  was  to  go  the  next 
day,  and  I  thought  the  money  would  be  safer  with  him,  and  waa 

*  Fort  Halifax,  see  Gov's,  letter,  page  674. 
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therefore  sarprised  to  find  bim  here  with  the  money  at  my  re- 
turn, and  Enquiring  the  Cause,  was  Informed  the  Commissioners 
had  detained  him  for  some  business,  and  after  that  for  my  Instruc* 
tions,  tho'  they  were  contained  in  his  commission  to  do  the  Duty  of 
Commissary  of  the  stores  &  provisions,  this  has  prevented  your 
receiving  all  the  money  I  have  in  my  hands,  but  I  hope  it  will  bo 
in  time  to  answer  the  publick  service.  I  do  not  find  by  M''.  Bard 
that  the  Commiss*^  have  sent  any  more  new  arms  which  I  recom- 
mended to  them  to  do,  aild  you  will  therefore  retain  so  many  of 
the  best  of  the  Philad*.  make  as  you  will  want  for  your  men  and 
officers ;  two  hogshead  of  Rum  are  already  sent  up  to  you  which  M''. 
Bard  tells  me  is  all  the  Commissioners  have  order'd  at  present,  but 
I  hope  they  will  soon  send  you  a  larger  supply,  both  of  money  and 
rum,  but  I  know  not  what  they  Intend  as  to  these  articles.  I  laid 
your  letters  before  the  Commissioners,  and  shall  communicate  all 
that  I  receive  from  you  of  a  publick  nature,  so  that  you  may  savo 
yourself  the  trouble  of  transmitting  duplicates. 

Indorsed^ 

Draft  to  Coll.  Clapham,  by  Commissary  Bard  with  a  hundred 
pounds,  21st  June,  1756.  « 


Gov.  S.  Hopkins  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Providence,  June  22,  1756. 
Sir, 

As  the  Sea  port  Towns  ip  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  have  for 
all  Time  past  depended  on  the  Wheat  Colonies  to  the  Southward 
for  their  Flour,  And  altho'  the  present  Situation  of  public  Affairs 
XDakes  it  necessary  for  the  Legislative  Powers  in  all  the  English 
€k)lonie8  to  prohibit  the  Exportation  of  Provisions  ip  such  Manner, 
that  they  might  possibly  come  into  the  Hands  of  our  Common 
JEnemies^  Yet  I  apprehend  it  could  not  be  the  Intent  of  those 
restraining  Acts  altogether  to  prevent  any  one  Colony  from  receiv- 
ing  Such  Articles  from  any  of  the  Neighbouring  ones,  as  havo 
always  been  accustomed,  and  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Pre- 
servation of  its  Inhabitants,  Such  a  Conduct  would  rather  tend  to 
ciistress  the  King's  good  Subjects  than  His  Enemies;  And  as  I 
oause  all  Masters  of  Vessels  who  receive  Letters  from  Me  for  this 
X^urpose,  to  enter  into  Bond,  that  they  shall  Land  all  the  Flour  they 
a.Te  permitted  to  take  on  Board  their  Vessels  in  Consequence  of 
£%i2ch  Letters  in  this  Colony,  and  dispose  of  it  therein  to  the  House- 
liolders,  not  more  than  two  Barrels  to  any  one  Person,  (except  a 
X^aker)  and  return'  Certificates  from  every  Person  to  whom  they 
Vol.  n— 29 
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have  sold  their  Flour,  before  their  Bonds  shall  be  cancelled.  I 
must  therefore  desire  Your.Honour  to  permit  Joseph  Arnold,  Master 
of  the  Sloop  Industry,  to  purchase  and  bring  into  this  Colony  stich 
a  Quantity  of  Flour  as  You  may  think  expedient,  thereby  drawing 
on  yourself  the  gratefull  Acknowledgments  of  the  people  of  a  whole 
Colony,  And  in  particular  of 

Your  most  Obedient  and 
Most  Humble  Servant, 

STEP.  HOPKINS. 
The  Hono'ble  Robert  Hunter  Morris^  Esq'. 

Indor^edj^ 
22  June,  1756,  Gov.  Hopkins. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Clapham,  1756. 

Ph-.  25"»  June,  1756. 
Sir : 

The  Comiss"  some  time  ago  sent  you  Two  Hdds.  of  Rom,  k 
have  since  sent  you  10  Barrels  more — ^&  they  have  also  sent  500  w* 
of  Lead,  w**  is  to  remain  at  Harris's  Ferry  for  your  use ;  if  yoa 
shall  have  occasion  for  it. 

Comissary  Toung  is  gone  to  muster  some  of  ye  Forces  on  ye 
Northern  Frontier,  but  is  daily  expected  back  to  town,  &  on  his  re- 
turn I  shall  immediately  Dispatch  him  ^w^  ye  cash  to  muster  k 
pay  your  Regimen**  before  he  goes  to  muster  ye  Forces  on  ye  West 
side  of  Susquehanna,  w*"^  I  hope  will  pacify  your  People  who  I  hear 
begin  to  clamour  very  much  for  want  of  their  Pay,  The  Cornish 
propose  making  a  Stoppage  of  half  of  their  pay  till  their  regimen- 
tals  are  paid  for. 

Since  writing  ye  above,  Capt"  McKee,  delivered  me  jouis  of  jo 
20**  Ins*. 

I  doubt  you  will  find  it  too  tedious  &  expensive  to  execute  nj 
Plan  of  Fort  Augusta  intirely,  I  mean  w**  all  ye'  Outworks,  but 
leave  it  to  your  Discretion  to  do  as  much  of  it  as  you  shall  judge 
necessary  &  practicable.  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  are  in  such  for- 
wardness w***  ye  Fort  at  Armstrongs ;  I  would  have  it  call'd  Fort 
Halifax.  I  sent  you  by  Comis8'»^  Bard,  .£100  on  account  of  yejucl- 
dental  charges  of  ye  Exped",  on  ye  14**  Inst.,  expecting  he  would 
have  immediately  set  out  for  your  Camp,  but  it  seems  he  did  not 
leave  ye  Town  till  a  few  days  ago.  When  you  receive  yt  Money  I 
hope  as  yc  Rum  &  Blankets  are  all  sent  you,  you  will  then  bare 

*  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  188,187. 
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nothing  to  retard  joa  March,  &  j*l  shall  very  soon  hear  of  joor 
beiDg  safe  arrived  at  Shamokin. 

The  Comiss^  desire  you  will  dismiss  ye  Carpenters  as  soon  as  they 
have  finished  ye  Carriages  for  ye  Cannons. 

As  the  Season  is  far  advanced  and  the  Saccess  of  the  future  opera- 
tions of  this  Summer,  will  greatly  depend  on  your  being  at  Shamo- 
kin as  soon  as  possible,  you  will  therefore  lose  no  time  in  leaving 
your  present  camp,  and  in  gaining  a  Lodgment  at  Shamokin,  which 
being  done  you  may  bring  up  your  Provisions  &  stores  afterwards. 

Indorsed. 

Dft.  letter  to  Col.  Clapham. 


A  Journal  from  Reading  to  the  Sundry  Forts  and 
Garrisons  along  the  Northern  Frontiers  of  this 
Province. 

To  the  Hon**'.  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqr.,  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  Pennsilvania. 

Reading,  19*^  Jane. — At  11  a  Clock  in  the  Morning  I  came  to 
Beading,  I  sent  an  Express  to  Liea^  Coll.  Weiser,  to  acquaint  him 
with  my  intended  Journey  to  the  Northern  Frontier,  that  I  inclined 
to  master  the  Comp^^.  Posted  here,  and  that  1  should  want  some  Men 
to  Escort  me  to  the  Next  Fort. — Ammunition  at  Reading,  Yizt.  25 
G*.  Muskets,  25  Do  Wants  Repair,  11  Broken  Do,  9  Cartooch  Boxes^ 
240  lb.  Powder,  600  lb  Lead. 

At  6,  P.  M.,  Coll.  Weiser  came  here,  I  Muster'd  his  Comp'^.  that 
are  Posted  for  a  Quard  to  this  Place.  They  Consist  of  80  Men, 
Yizt.  2  Serjants,  and  28  Private  Soldier,  2  of  them  were  absent  at 
Coll.  Weisers  house. 

Fort  at  North  Kill,  20"».  June.— At  2,  P.  M.,  I  sett  out  from 
Reading,  Escorted  by  5  Men  of  the  town,  on  horseback,  for  the  Fort 
at  North  Kill ;  at  i  past  6,  we  came  to  the  Fort,  it  is  Ab^  19  miles 
from  Reading,  the  Road  very  hilly  and  thick  of  Wood ;  the  Fort  is 
ab*.  9  miles  to  the  Westw^.  of  Scuylkyll,  and  Stand  in  a  very  thick 
Wood,  on  a  small  Rising  Ground,  half  a  mile  from  the  middle  North- 
kill  ,Creek ;  it  is  intended  for  a  square  ab^  32  f^.  Each  way,  at  Each 
Comer  is  a  half  Bastion,  of  very  little  Service  to  Flank  the  Curtains, 
the  Stoccadcs  are  very  ill  fixed  in  the  Ground,  and  open  in  many 
Places ;  within  is  a  very  bad  Logg  house  for  the  People,  it  has  no 
Chimney,  and  can  afford  but  little  shelter  in  bad  Weather ;  when  I 
came  here,  the  Seijant,  who  is  Commander,  was  absent  and  gone  to 
the  next  Plantation,  half  a  mile  off,  but  soon  came,  when  he  had  in* 
telligenoe  I  was  there ;  ho  told  me  he  had  14  men  Posted  with  him, 
all  Detatchd  from  Cap^  Morgans  Compi".,  at  Fort  Lebanon;  5  of  th'" 
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were  Absent  by  h\a  leave;  Vizt.  two  he  had  let  go  to  Reaidiog  for 
three  days,  one  he  had  let  go  to  his  Owd  hoose,  10  mile  off,  and  two 
more  this  afternoon,  a  few  mile  from  the  Fort,  on  their  own  bosiness ; 
there  was  but  Eight  men  and  the  Serjant  on  Daty.  I  am  of  opinioa 
there  onght  to  be  a  Commissioned  0£&cer  here,  as  the  Serjant  does 
not  do  his  Duty,  nor  are  the  men  under  proper  Command  for  want 
of  a  More  Superior  Officer;  the  Woods  are  not  Cleared  above  40 
Yards  from  the  Fort;  I  gave  ordecs  to  Cut  all  down  for  200  y^; 
I  inquired  the  reason  there  was  so  little  Powder  &  Lead  here,  the 
Serjant  told  mo  he  bad  repeatedly  requested  more  of  Cap^  3Iorgan, 
but  to  no  purpose.  Provisions  here,  Flower  and  Rum,  for  4  Weeks ; 
M^  Selly  of  Jleading,  sends  the  Officer  money  to  Purchase  meal  as 
they  Want  it. — Provincial  Arms  &  Amun*^.  at  North  Kill  Fort,  vizt. 
8  G*^.  Muskets,  4  Rounds  of  Powder  &  Lead,  p'.  man,  15  Blankets, 
8  Axes. 

21*'.  June. — At  8  a  Clock,  A.  M.,  Cap*.  Bus8e,from  Fort  Henry, 
Came  here  with  8  men  on  horse  Back,  he  Expected  to  meet  Coli. 
Weiser  here,  in  order  to  Proceed  to  the  Several  Forts  on  the  Nor-h- 
em  Frontier,  but  Coll.  Weiser  wrote  him  that  other  Business  Pre- 
vented him,  and  desired  Cap*.  Busse  to  proceed  with  me,  and  return 
him  an  Ace*  bow  be  found  the  Forts,  with  the  quantity  of  Ammuni- 
tion and  Stores  in  Each,  of  which  I  was  very  Glad,  as  the  Escort 
on  horse  back  would  Expediate  our  Journey  very  muoh,  and  be 
much  safer. 

Accordingly,  we  sett  out  for  Fort  Lebanon ;  all  the  way  from 
North  kill  to  Lebanon,  is  an  Exceeding  bad  road,  very  Stony  and 
mountanus.  About  6  miles  from  North  kill,  we  Crossed  the  North 
Mountain,  where  we  met  Cap*.  Morgans  Leiu*.  with  10  men,  Ranging 
the  Woods  between  the  Mountain  and  Fort  Lcb". ;  we  past  by  two 
Plantations,  the.  Rest  of  the  Country  is  Cheifly  Barren  Hills,  at  noon 
we  came  to  Fort  Lebanon,  which  is  Situated  in  a  Plain,  on  one  side 
is  a  Plantation,  on  the  other  a  Barren,  Pretty  Clear  of  Woods  all 
round,  only  a  few  trees  about  50  yards  from  the  Fort,  which  I  de- 
sired might  be  cut  down.  This  Fort  is  a  square  of  ab*  100  f^,.  well 
staccaded  with  good  Bastions,  on  one  of  which  is  a  Good  Wall  Piece, 
within  is  a  good  Guard  house  for  the  People,  and  two  other  Large 
houses  built  by  the  Country  people  who  have  taken  refuge  here,  in 
all  6  Families.  The  Fort  is  a  little  too  much  Crowded  on  that  ace* ; 
I  acquainted  Cap*.  Morgan  that  the  Serjant  at  North  kill  did  not  do 
his  Duty,  and  I  believ'd  it  would  be  for  the  good  of  .the  service,  to 
have  a  Com'^.  Officer  there,  on  which  he  orderd  his  Leiu*.,  with  two 
more  Men  to  go  and  take  post  there,  and  sent  with  him  4  lb*  Pow- 
der &  10  lb.  Lead. — Provincial  Arms  &  Ammun'*" :  28  G"*.  Muskets, 
10  Wanting  Repair,  9  Rounds  of  Powder  &  Lead,  4  lb.  Powder,  24 
lb.  Lead,  30  Cartoooh  boxes,  40  Blankets,  1  Axe,  1  Wall  Piece. 

By  Cap*.  Morgans  Journal,  it  appears,  he  sends  a  Party  to  Range 
the  Woods  4  or  5  times  a  week,  and  Guard  the  Inhabitants  at  their 
T  -u^-     ^t  1  P.  M.  I  muster'd  the  People  and  Examined  the  Certifi- 
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eates  of  Inlistments  which  appear  in  the  Master  Boll,  after  which  I 
ordered  the  men  to  fire  at  a  Mark,  15  of  28  hit  within  2  foot  of  the 
Center,  at  the  Distance  of  80  yards.  Provisions  here :  Flower  and 
Bum  for  a  Month ;  the  Commissary  sends  them  money  to  Pnrohase 
meal  as  they  want  it. 

Fort  above  Alleminga. — At  i  past  3  P.  M.  we  sett  out  with  the 
former  Escort  &  2  of  uap^  Morgans  Comp^,  for  the  Fort  above  Alle« 
ininga,  Commanded^by  Leiu^  Ingle  :  at  i  past  7  we  got  there ;  it  is 
Ab^  19  miles  N.  E.  from  Fort  Lebanon,  the  Road  a  Narrow  Path 
very  Hilly  and  Swampy ;  aV  half  way  we  came  thro'  a  very  thick 
and  dangerous  Pine  Swamp ;  very  few  Plantations  on  this  Road, 
most  of  them  Deserted;  and  the  houses  burnt  down ;  i  a  mile  to  the 
Westward  of  this  Fort  is  ffood  Plantation,  the  people  retires  to  the 
Fort  every  Night.  .  This  Fort  stands  ab^  a  mile  from  the  North 
MouBtain;  only  two  Plantations  near  it.  This  Fort  is  a  square  ab^ 
40  foot;  very  ill  staccaded,  with  2  Logg  houses  at  Opposite  Comers 
for  Bastions,  all  very  unfit  for  Defence }  the  Staccades  are  very  open 
in  many  Places,  it  stands  on  the  Bank  of  a  Creek,  the  Woods  Clear 
for  120  yards ;  the  Leiu^  Ranges  towards  Fort  Lebanon  and  Fort 
Allen,  ab^  4  times  a  Week ;  much  Thunder,  Lightning,  and  Rain 
all  Night. — Provincial  Stores:  28  G*.  Muskets,  8  Wants  Repair, 
16  Cartooch  Boxes,  8  lb.  Powder,  24  lb.  Lead,  &  12  Rounds  for  36 
IMen,  36  Blankets,  1  Axe,  1  Adse,  1  Augre^  2  PlainS;  1  Hammeri 

2  Shovels,  9  Small  Tin  Kettles. 

June  22'. — At  6  A.  M.  I  orderd  the  People  to  fire  at  a  mark ; 
not  above  4  in  25  hit«ihe  tree  at  the  Distance  of  85  yards;  at  7^ 
Bloaterd  them,  found  25  Present,  2  Sick,  2  Absent  on  Furlough,  2 
Sent  to  Reading  with  a  Prisoner,  and  5  at  Fort  Allen  on  Duty. 
Provisions^  One  Cask  of  Beef  Exceeding  bad^  Flower  and  Rum  for 

3  Weeks. 

Fort  Allen. — ^At  8  A.  M.  We  sett  out  for  Fort  Allen,  at  Gnad- 
enbutten  ;*  it  is  ab^  15  miles  from  Alleminga;  the  first  7  miles  of 
this  Road  is  very  hilly,  Barran,  and  Swampy,  no  Plantatione ;  the 
other  part  of  the  Road  is;  for  the  most  part,  thro'  a  Rich  Valleyi 
Chiefly  meadow  Ground.  Several  Settlements,  but  all  the  bouses 
Burnt  and  deserted  yf  at  Noon  we  came  to  the  Fort;  for  the  last  half 
hour  before  we  came  here,  had  a  very  severe  Gust  of  Thunder,  Light- 
ning, and  Prodigious  heavy  Rain. 

This  Fort  stands  on  the  River  Leahy,  in  the  Pass,*  thro'  Very  high 
hills,  &,  in  my  Ppinion,  in  a  very  important  Place,  and  may  be  of  Great 
Service,  if  the  Officer  does  his  Duty.  It  is  very  well  Staccaded  with 
four  Good  Bastions,  on  one  is  a  Sweivle  Gun ;  the  Woods  are  Clear 
all  round  it  fDr  a  Considerable  way,  and  is  very  Defencable;  within 
is  three  good  Barracks  and  a  Guard  Room ;  I  found  here  15  men 
without  any  Officer  or  Commander ;  they  told  me  that  Leiu^  Jacob 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  VII.  pp.  15,  16,  for  a  description  of  this  Fort  by 
B.  Franklin,  also  a  plan  of  it  f  See  Vol.  VI.,  p.  772. 
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Meis  and  two  men  from  tbe  Fort  was  gone  this  morning  [22*  Jane,] 
with  two  Gentlemen  from  Bethlehem,  and  four  Indians,  15  miles np  the 
Country  to  bring  down  some  friendly  Indians,  and  that  the  Seijant  with 
3  men  were  gone  to  Cap*' Foulks,  late  Commander  here  to  receive  the 
Pay  that  was  due  to  them,  and  one  was  gone  to  Bethlehem  with  the  Ser- 
jants  Watch  to  Mend,  which  was  the  Reason  I  could  not  muster  those 
Present,  nor  have  any  ace*  of  the  Provisions,  but  saw  a  large  Qaan- 
tity  of  Beef  very  ill  Cured.  I  was  inform'd  thii^  a  Cap**  with  a  New 
Comp'i"  was  Expected  there  in  a  Day  or  two  to  take .  Post  at  thia, 
Fort,  being  Very  uncertain  when  the  Leiu'*  would  return,  or  the 
New  Compy  Come^  I  resolved  to  Proceed  to  Leahy  Gapp,  where  t 
Detachment  of  a  Comp^  is  Posted. — 27  Muskets,  50  Cartooch 
Boxes,  101b.  Powder,  60  lb.  Lead,  and  20  Rounds  filled  for  25  Men, 
19  Axes,  4  broad  Do.;  26  Hatchets^  43  Tamhauks,  3  Jlron  Wages,  1 
Sweivle  Gun. 

Leahy  Gam),  North  Side. — At  4  P.  M.  Sett  out,  at  6,  Came  to  Leahy 
Gapp  where  1  found  a  Serjant  and  8  men  Stationed  at  a  Farm  hoiue 
with  a  small  Staccade  Round  it,  from  Fort  Allen  here  the  Road  is  verj 
hilly  and  Swampy,  only  one  Plantation  ab^  a  mile  from  the  Gapp,  I 
found  the  People  here  were  a  Detachment  from  Cap*'  Weatherholtg 
Comp'',  he  is  Station'd  on  the  other  side  the  Gapp,  3  miles  from  this 
with  12  men,  the  rest  of  his  Com p^  are  ftt  Depues,  and  another  Gapp 
15  miles  from  this,  Idispatch'd  a  messenger  to  Cap**  Weatherholt,  de- 
siring him  to  Come  here  in.the  morning  with  the  men  under  his  Com', 
to  be  mustcr'd,  the  People  Stationed  here  and  on  the  other  side  the 
Gapp  I  think 'may  be  of  great  service,  as  it  k  a  good  road  thro'  the 
mountain  and  very  steep  and  high  on  each  side,  so  may  in  a  great 
measure  prevent  any  Indians  to  pass  thro'  undiscovered  if  they  keep 
a  good  guard,  here  the  River  Leahy  Passes  thro'  the  mountain  in  a 
very  Rapid  Stream. 

23  June,  Leahy  Gapp,  North  Sido. — At  7  in  the  morning,  I  mus- 
tered the  men  here,  the  Serjant  inform'd  me  that  Cap^  Weatherholt 
was  gone  12  miles  from  this  and  he  bcliev'd  on  his  way  to  Philad*  for 
there  pay  which  was  the  reason  the  people  did  not  come  here,  and  I 
finding  this  Comp'^^  so  much  dispers'd  at  different  Stations  in  small 
parties,  I  could  not  regularly  Muster  them  therefor  at  8  A.  M.  I  sett 
out  for  Fort  Noris,  the  Road  for  the  first  6  miles  a  good  Waggon 
Road  allong  the  foot  of  the  North  Mountain,  the  other  7  miles  veir 
hilly  and  Stony;  past  three  Plantations  on  this  Road,  all  Deserted  k 
the  houses  Burnt  down. 

Fort  Norris. — At  11  A.  M.  Came  to  Fort  Noris,  found  here  a  Ser- 
jant Commanding  with  21  men,  he  told  me  the  Ensign  with  12  men 
was  gone  out  this  morning  to  Range  the  Woods  towards  Fort  Allen, 
the  Cap^"  was  at  Philad*'  since  the  16*^,  for  the  peoples  pay,  and  the 
other  Serjant  was  absent  at  Easton.  on  Furlough  Since  the  20*V 
This  Fort  Stands  in  a  Valley  ab*  mid  way  between  the  North  moun- 
tain, and  the  Tuscorory  6  miles  from  Each  on  the  high  Road  towards 
the  Minisink;  it  is  a  Square  ab^  80  f.  Each  way  with  4  half  Bastions 
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all  very  Oompleatly  Staccaded,  and  fiaished  and  very  Defeneeable 
tbe  Woods  are  Clear  400  y'*  Round  it,  on  the  Bastions  are  two 
Sweevle  Guns  mount' d,  within  is  a  good  Barrack,  a  Quard  Boom, 
Store  Room,  and  Kitchin  also  a  Good  Well. — Provincial  Stores,  13  gd 
Muskets,  3  burst  Do.  16  very  bad  Do.  32  Cartooch  boxes,  100  lb. 
Powder,  300  lb.  Lead,  112  Blankets,  39  Axes,  3  Broad  Do.  80 
Tamhacks,  6  Shovels,  2  Grub  Hoes,  5  Spades,  5  Drawing  knives,  9 
Chisels,  3  Adses,  3  Hand  Saws,  2  Augers,  2  Splitiog  Knives. 

At  1  P.  M.  the  Ensign  with  12  men  returned  from  Ranging,  they 
bad  seen  nothing  of  any  Indians.  I  mustered  the  whole  34  in 
Number  Stout  able  men,  the  Ens"  has  no  Certificates  of  inlistments, 
the  arms  Laaded  and  clean,  the  Cartootch  Boxes  filled  with  12 
Rounds  p'  man,  Provisions  at  Fort  Noris,  a  Large  Quantity  of  Beef 
Very  ill  Cured  Standing  in  Tubs,  a  Quantity  of  Biscut  and  flower, 
&  ab*  50  Gallons  Rum. 

23  June,  Fort  Noris. — At  2  P.  M.  Cap*"  Weatherholt  came  here 
to  us,  he  had  been  on  his  way  to  Phil",  but  the  Messenger  I  sent  last 
night  overtook  him  8  miles  from  his  Station,  he  brought  me  his 
muster  Roll  of  his  Whole  Comp^,  ^nd  Certificates  of  Inlistments, 
and  proposed  to  go  with  me  to  Sam*  Depues,  where  his  Lieu*  and 
26  men  are  Stationed,  to  see  them  Muster' d,  I  accepted  of  his  Com* 
pany.  Ajb  3  P.  M.  we  sett  out  from  Fort  Noris  on  our  Way  to  Fort 
Hamilton.  At  6  P.  M.  we  came  to  Philip  Bosarts  a  Farmer,  12  Miles 
from  Fort  Noris,  here  we  Stayed  all  Night,  in  our  way  to  this  house 
the  road  very  hilly  and  Barran,  past  by  three  Plantations  Deserted 
and  the  houses  Burnt  down^  in  Bosarts  house  arc  6  Families  from 
other  Plantations. 

24  June,  Fort  Hamilton. — At  4  A.  M.  sett  out  from  Bosarts,  at 
6  Came  to  Fort  Hamilton  at  ab*  7  miles  from  Bosarts,  a  Good  Wag* 
gon  road,  and  the  Land  better  than  any  I  had  seen  on  the  N*"  side 
the  Mountain.  Fort  Hamilton  stands  in  a  Corn  field  by  a  Farm 
house  in  a  Plain  and  Clear  Country,  it  is  a  Square  with  4  half  Bas- 
tions all  Very  ill  Contrived  and  finished  the  Staccadcs  open  6  inches 
in  many  Places,  and  not  firm  in  the  ground,  and  may  be  easily  puU'd 
down,  before  the  gate  are  some  Staccades  drove  in  the  Ground  to 
Cover  it  which  I  think  might  be  a  great  Shelter  to  an  Enemy,  I 
therefore  order'd  to  pull  them  down,  1  also  ordered  to  fill  up  the 
other  Staccades  where  open. — Provincial  Stores.  1  Wall  Piece,  14 
G**  Muskets,  4  Wants  Repair,  16  Cartootch  boxes,  filled  with  Powder 
and  Lead,  28  lb  Powder,  30  lb.  Lead,  10  Axes,  1  Broad  Axe,  26 
Tomhaukcs,*28  Blankets,  3  Drawing  knives^  3  Spliting  knives,  2 
Adses,  2  Saws,  1  Brass  Kettle. 

1  found  here  a  Lieu*  and  Eight  men,  7  were  gone  to  Easton  with 
a  Prisoner  Deserter  from  Gen.  Shirley s  Reg*. 

Fort  10  miles  above  Depues,  Commouly  call'd  Hyndshaw  Fort.— 
At  8  A.  M.  I  sett  out  from  Fort  Hamilton,  for  Sam^  Depues  where 
Cap*"  Weatherholts  Lieu*  and  26  men  are  Stationed,  when  1  cam 
there  his  Muster  Roll  was  not  ready,  1  therefor  proceeded  to  the  nc^ 
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Fort  10  miles  higher  up  the  Biver,  at  1  P.  M.  Game  there,  it  is  a 
good  Plain  Boad  from  Depues,  maDj  Plantatioos  this  way,  hat  tU 
Deserted,  and  the  houses  Oliiefly  Burnt,  Found  at  this  -Fort  Lieu^ 
Ja".  Hyndshaw  w**^  25  men,  he  told  me  the  Cap^"  with  5  men  was 
gone  up  the  Biver  yesterday,  and  did  not  Expect  him  back  these 
two  days,  they  had  been  informed  from  the  Jerseys  that  6  Indians 
had  been  seen,  and  fired  at  the  night  before  18  miles  up  the  River. 
— Provincial  Stores,  11  Good  Muskets,  14  Bounds  of  Powder  & 
Lead  for  30  men,  4  lb.  Powder,  30  Blankets. 

This  Fort  is  a  Square  ab*  70  f^  Each  way,  very  Slightly  Staecaded, 
I  gave  some  directions  to  aUer  the  Bastions  which  at  present  are  of 
very  little  use,  it  is  Clear  all  round  for  300  yards,  and  «tand  on  the 
Banks  of  a  Large  Creek,  and  ab^  i  mile  from  the  Biver  Delaware, 
and  I  think  in  a  very  important  Place  for  the  Defence  of  this  Froa- 
tier ;  at  3  P.  M.  I  muster'd  the  people,  and  find  them  agreeable  to 
the  Lieu^  Boll,  Begularly  inlisted.  Finding  here  such  a  small 
Quantity  of  Powder  and  Lead,' and  this  Fort  the  most  Distant  Fron- 
tier.  I  wrote  a  Letter  to  Cap^*^  Arrend,  at  Fort  Noris,  where  there 
is  a  Large  Quantity  desiring  he  would  deliver  to  this  Fort  30  lb. 
Powder,  and  90  lb.  Lead,  and  I  promised  ho  should  have  proper 
orders  from  his  Supperior  Officer,  for  so  doing,  in  the  mean  time  my 
letter  should  be  his  Security,  in  which  I  hope  I  have  not  d^one  amiss 
as  I  thought  it  very  necessary  for  the  Good  of  this  Service. 

24  June. — ^At  7  P.  M.  Came  to  Sam*.  Depues,  Mustered  that  Part 
of  Cap^*  Weatherholts  Comp^  that  are  Stationed  here,  a  Lieu^  and  26 
men  all  regularly  Inlisted  for  6  months  as  are  the  ro'^t  of  his  Comp^; 
Bound  Depues  house,  is  a  Large  but  very  Slight,  and  ill  Contriv'd 
Staccade  with  a  Sweevle  Gun  mounted  on  Each  Corner.  31'.  Depoe 
was  not  at  home,  his  Son  with  a  Son  of  ^I**.  Broadbeads  keeping 
house.  They  dzpress'd  themselves  as  if  they  thought  the  Province 
was  oblig'd  to  them  for  allowing  this  Party  to  be  in  their  house,  allso 
made  use  of  very  arrogant  Expressions  of  the  Commissioners,  and 
the  People  of  Phil*  in  General,  they  seem  to  make  a  mere  Merchan- 
dize of  the  People  Stationed  here,  selling  Bum  at  8d  p'  Gill — ^Pro- 
vincial Stores,  13  G**  Muskets,  3  Cartootch  Boxes,  13  lb.  Powder, 
22  lb.  Lead. 

25  June. — ^At  5  A.  M.  sett  out  from  Depues  for  the  Wind'Gapp, 
where  part  of  Cap.  Weatherholts  Comp^  is  Stationed,  stopt  at  Bos- 
arts  Plantation  to  feqd  our  horses,  was  informed  that  this  morning  2 
miles  from  the  house  in  the  Woods  they  had '  found  the  Body  of 
Peter  Hiss,  who  had  been  murdered  and  Scalped  ab*  the  month  of 
Feb)"  at  11  A.  M.  Came  to  the  Wind  Gapp,  where  I  found  Cap". 
Weatherholts  Ensign,  who  is  Stationed  here  with  7  men  at  a  Farm 

'house,  4  only  were  present,  one  was  gone  to  Bethlehem  with  a  Let- 
ter from  the  Jerseys  on  Indian  affairs,  one  yras  at  a  Farm  house  on 
Daty,  and  one  absent  on  Furlough  from  the  15*^  to  the  22',  bat  not 
yet  returned,  I  told  the  Officer  he  ought  to  Esteem  him  a  Deserter 
as  did,  found  here  6  Provincial  Muskets,  all  goody  and  6  Bounds  of 
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Powder  and  Lead  for  Bach,  I  told  Cap*"  Weatherbolt  to  send  a  sup- 
ply as  soon  as  Possible. 

At  3  P.  M.  Sett  out  from  the  Wind  Gapp  for  Easton,  aV  halfway 
past  by  Nazareth  Mill  Round  which  is  a  Large  but  Slight  Staccado 
ab'  400  f^.  one  way,  and  260  the  other,  with  Logg  houses  at  the 
Corners  for  Bastions,  at  6  Came  to  Easton,  found  here  Ensign  Enslee 
of  Cap^  Enslees  Comp^  with  24  men,  he  told  me  the  Cap'"  was  gone 
to  Phil*  for  the  Compy«  Pay,  and  one  man  absent  sick  at  Bethlehem. 
—Provincial  Stores,  25  G*  Muskets,  25  Cartootch  Boxes,  with  11 
Rounds  in  Each,  15  Blankets. 

26  June. — ^At  9  A.  M.  muster'd  the  Comp^  Stationed  here,  found 
tbem  Stout  able  men,  their  arms  in  Good  Order,  they  fired  at  a 
Mark,  16  of  20  hit  within  9  Inches  of  the  Centre  at  80  Yards  Bis**. 
The  Ensign  had  no  Certificates  of  Inlistments,  but  told  me  that 
Coll*.  Clapham  had  Carried  them  with  him. — ^In  Major  Parsons 
Charge  for  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants.  87  Bad  Muskets,  a  Parcel 
of  Broken  Muskets,  24  Cart«  Boxes,  12  P"  Shoes,  56  lb.  Powder, 
100  lb.  Lead,  14  Blankets,  10  Axes,  I  Broad  Do.,  7  Hatchets. 

27**,  At  Bethlehem. 
Philadelphia,  July  2-,  1756. 

JAS.  YOUNG.* 
Comiss^  Gen*  of  ye  Musters. 
Indoned. 

Commissi  Young's  Journal  from  Reading,  to  Sundry  Forts  in 
Berks  &  North"*  Counties. 


William  Edmonds  to  Gov.  Mobris,  1756. 

26  June,  1756. 
May  it  Please  Your  Honour : 

Jagrea  is  Disatisfy'd  k  will  not  stay  any  longer.  I  know  of  no 
Reason  but  the  circumstances  as  they  are  occurred  are  these.  Yester- 
day 4  of  the  Indians  took  a  ride  out,  &  Mr.  Thos.  Aply  went  to 
Escort  them,  &  about  Sun  set  Jagrea  came  to  their  apartment  in  the 
House  where  I  live,  &  to  my  great  Surprize,  began  to  Pack  up  his 
things.  I  got  him  a  long  pipe,  &  one  of  my  Brethren,  that  tends 
them,  k  I  kept  him  in  Discourse  till  the  rest  came.  I  perswaded 
him  all  I  cou'd  to  eat  something,  or  to  Brink  &  Sleep  till  this  morn- 
ing, but  he  forced  against  my  Perswasions  away,  k  one  of  our 
Brethren  helped  him  over  the  Water,  the  Capt.  said,  by  the  Inter- 
preter, he  was  a  silly  fellow.  I  followed  over  the  Water  k  found 
Thos.  Aply  holding  k  perswading  him,  till  at  last  he  Drew  his  long 
Knife  on  Aply,  because  he  wou'd  not  let  him  have  his  Sadie  baggs ; 
at  last  it  was  night  &  Mr.  Aply  bore  it  patiently,  &  we  at  length 

*  Seelnstmetions  to  Mm,  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  YII,  p.  168. 

29* 
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prevairdy  on  my  promising  to  give  Bum  to  him  when  he  came  home, 
to  go  back  with  us  to  his  Lodging;  accordingly  I  Did  so,  but  pat  a 
little  water  in  the  bottle  to  make  it  show  the  more ;  (They  have  each 
Day  a  Gall"  of  Beer  &  twice  Bum  f)  this  morning,  as  usual,  I  went 
in  their  apartment  to  give  them  their  Glass  of  Bumm,  after  which  I 
told  the  Capt.  I  had  last  night  a  great  fear  &  trouble,  because  Jagrca 
had  Drawn  his  knife  on  Thos.  Aply,  and  that  was  a  Dangerous 
,,  thing,  and  wou'd  not  have  they  should  ride  out  again,  for  if  he  shou'd 
Drink  too  much,  &  Do  so  to  a  Soldier,  of  which  there  were  some  last 
night  in  the  House,  they  might  Shoot  him,  it  being  a  hostile  weapon; 
he  then  began  to  Pack  up  again.  I  told  him  I  forgave  him,  only 
oaution'd  them  not  to  go  out  far  to  get  Drink,  but  he  went  away  & 
offer'd  to  shake  hands  as  farewell.  I  told  him  to  stay  till  Mr.  Innis 
Betum'd  from  your  Honour;  the  Gapt.  says  he  was  so  last  time  at 
Wayoming,  &  he  bore  with  him,  but  now  he  might  go,  &  he  was  a 
Woman.  By  what  I  found  of  Jagrea  last  night  &  this  morning  of 
the  Capt.p  he  has  long  been  Dlsatisf/d^  and  wants  to  be  a  Gapt. ; 
this  in  haste  from  your  Honour's 

obedient  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  EDMONDS. 

Direciedf 

To  the  Honourable  Bobert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq*", 

Lieutenant  Governour  of  the  Province  of  Pensylvania,  &c. 

Per  Mr.  Aply,  do. 

Indorsed^ 

Wm.  Edmonds,  26  June;  1756,  informing  of  Jagreas  Dissatis- 
faction. 


DiBECTIONS  FROM  CaPT.  NEWCASTLE,  1756. 

June  ye  28th,  1756. 

A  Memorandam  of  what  Gapt.  Newoassel  Gave  us,  1**,  the  Captain 
thinks  that  he  Shall  Gome  In  again  In  about  Twenty  Days,  If  he  has 
a  Prosperous  Jomey;  and  Farthermore,  the  Capt.  Desireth  that  If 
any  frend  Indians  Gome  in  In  his  Absence,  that  they  may  be  Kindly 
Beseved,  and  Con  void  as  far  as  Bethlehem  With  a  Guard;  2*',  Like- 
wise, the  Gapt'  Says,  If  he  Sends  In  any  Indians  Before  his  Betaro, 
the  Signal  that  we  Should  Beseve  them  by,  that  The  foremost  of 
them  should  have  a  Green  Bush  In  there  hands;  Thirdly,  He  De- 
sireth that  the  Inhabitants  may  be  Informed  of  the  Same,  and  If 
any  Indians  Gome  In  the  Day  time  to  there  houses  with  the  Like 
Signal,  that  they  may  not  be*  molested,  but  Beseved  as  frends; 
Fourthly,  He  Likewise  Desireth  that  the  Captains  and  Commanders 
Tn  Chief  may  be  acquainted  of  the  Signal,  that  the  frend  Indians  is 
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To  have  along  all  the  Frontier  forts ;  fifthly,  he  Desireth  at  his  Re- 
turn, Sfaonld  he  have  Women  and  Children  With  him,  and  he  sendeth 
one  frend  Indian  at  first  to  any  Front  tear  fort,  With  the  aforesaid 
Signal,  That  he  and  they  may  be  Supplied  with  Provisions  and 
horses  as  he  Should  Think  Necessary  for  them,  and  to  be  meet  with 
a  Guard  of  white  people  over  the  Slountains.  These  Instructions 
Given  by  Cap*  Newcastel  To  Cap*  Reynolds  at  Fort  Allin. 

Jndorsed, 

Directions  from  Capt"  Newcastle.    Pelivered  by  James  Ennis  with 
a  Caution  ag*  Jagrea. 


Account  given  by  Indians  op  Diahoga  1766. 

Memorandum  of  an  Ace*  the  Indians  Ntcodemtu  &  Jo  Peepe  have 

S'ven  concerning  what  they  had  heard  amongst  the  Indians  at 
iaogU;  before  their  Departure  from  thence,  namely : 

That  sev*  hundred  Indians  of  divers  Nations,  in  &  ab*  the  AUe- 
geny  Mountains,  were  gone  to  hold  a  Council,  &  form  themselves  into 
a  Body,  (to  whom  the  ill-dispos'd  Indians  at  Diaogu  were  gone  in 
order  to  join  them,)  &  then  come  down  from  AUegeny  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, Whither  the  way  was  free  &  open,  &  murder  all  the  white 
People. 

-  This  moved  Nicodemns  &  Jo  Peepe,  with  their  Families,  to  retire 
from  Diaogu  &  come  down  to  the  English,  that  they  might  not  be 
forced,  by  the  imbitter'd  Indians  of  Diaogu  at  their  Return  from 
AUegeny,  to  assbt  &  act  with  them  in  their  wicked  Purposes  against 
the  English. 

And  now  these  Indians  are  afraid  that  the  French  &  the  Indians 
attached  to  their  Interest  out  of  divers  Nations,  will  again  commit 
many  Murders  &  Ravages,  particularly  this  Harvest  &  the  ensuing 
Fall ;  a  Beginning  whereof  seems  to  be  made  on  the  Swatotawro,  by 
the  Indians  on  the  West  Branch  of  Sasquehannah,  or  from  AUegeny^ 
as  they  believe. 

Further,  these  Indians  believe  that  there  will  be  no  Peace  with 
the  AUegeny  Indians  &  their  wicked  Consorts  so  long  as  the  Lands 
on  the  Ohio  continue  in  the  French  Possession ;  for  that  these  Indians 
will  be  perpetually  instigated  by  the  French  to  do  Mischief  to  the 
English  wherever  they  can. 

June  30th,  1766.* 

Indorsed. 

June  30.  Indian  Intelligence  from  Bethlehem.  Received  July 
4,  1756. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  VII,  p.  182. 
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Order  RESPECTiNa  Letters  of  Marque,  1756. 

[L.  S.]    At  the  Court  at  Kensington,  the  80th  day  of  Jane,  1756. 

Jh'esent: 

The  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

Whereas  for  preventing  any  Irregularitys  being  committed,  in 
the  Manner  of  granting  Commissions  in  the  Plantations  to  Private 
Ships  of  War,  Uie  Governors  of  His  Majesty's  Colonys  and  Planta- 
4ions  in  America  are  particularly  required,  by  their  Instructions,  to 
govern  themselves  according  to  their  Commissions  and  Instructions 

S anted  in  this  Kingdom.  It  is  therefore  this  day  Ordered  by  His 
ajesty  in  Council,  that  Copys  of  the  Commissions  and  Instructions, 
directed  by  His  Majesty  to  be  issued  here,  upon  Occasion  of  the 
present  War  with  France,  be  transmitted  to  the  Governors  or  Com- 
manders-in-Chief of  all  His  Mi^esty's  Colonys  and  Plantations  in 
America  for  their  Guidance  in  this  Behalf  j  And  for  their  more  par- 
ticular Information  herein  it  is  further  Ordered,  that  Copys  of  the 
Warrants  issued  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  to 
the  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  here,  requiring  him  to 
grant  the  Commissions  aforementioned,  be  likewise  transmitted  to 
the  said  respective  Governors,  Copys  of  aU  which  are  hereunto 
annexed.* 

W.  SHARPB. 
Indorsed, 

30  ^  June,  1756.  Instructions  about  Letters  of  Marque  against 
France. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Capt.  McKee,  1756. 

80th  June,  1756. 

Sir, 

The  Indian,  Newcastle,  has  a  Daughter  at  Taaffe's  called  Canada- 
bawaby,  which  he  desired  might  be  brought  to  Philadelphia,  aud  I 
promised  she  should  be  here  at  his  Return.  He  has  proved  a  faith- 
ful Friend  to  this  Govemm*,  and  is  now  employed  by  me  on  a 
hazardous  Journey  to  the  Indians  on  Sasquahannah. 

You  will  therefore  imediately  proceed  to  M'.  Taaffe's  and  let  the 
Indian  Girl  know  that  her  Father  desir'd  me  to  send  for  her  to  be 
here  ag^  he  returned,  &  bring  her  along  with  you,  and  take  great  care 
of  her  on  the  Joumy,  for  shou'd  any  Accident  happen  to  her  it  may 
be  of  dangerous  Consequence  to  the  Affairs  of  this  Province,  as  weU 

*  Printed  copies  of  the  several  papers  referred  to  are  in  the  See'jr*B  office. 
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u  oecanon  unfayourable  Reflexions  on  me^  as  if  dne  oare  were  not 
taken. 

Ton  are  to  show  this  Letter  to  M*".  Taaffe,  who  on  sight  thereof 
is  to  consider  it  as  an  Order  on  him  to  deliver  yon  je  Indian  Girl, 
&  if  jou  meet  with  any  difficalty  or  find  any  Obstroction,  you  will 
apply  to  ye  Sheriff  &  Magistrates,  who  are  hereby  commanded  to 
afford  you  assistance,  &  to  furnish  you  with  a  sufficient  Guard  for 
the  defence  of  the  Person  committed  to  your  Care.  If  she  has  not 
had  ye  Small  Pox,  as  it  is  now  in  Town,  I  desire  you  will  conduct 
her  to  Shippensburg,  the  Proprietor's  Seat  near  this  City,  and  not 
suffer  her  to  come  into  ye  City.;  if  she  has  had  ye  Small  PoX;  you 
may  bring  her  to  Mrs.  Boyl's  in  Ghesnut  Street. 

Indorsed^ 

30th  June,  1756,  Draught  Lre.  to  Tho.  McEee  to  conduct  New- 
castle's Daughter  to  Town. 


R.  Peters  to  Mr.  Taaffe,  1756. 

80th  June,  1756. 
Sir, 

I  am  ordered  by  the  Governor  to  write  to  you  to  send  your 
Account  by  Capt^^.  McKee  against  Capt".  Newcastle  for  his  Daugh- 
ter's Board,  and  any  thing  you  may  have  furnished  her  with,  and 
to  assure  you  that  you  shall  be  paid  all  reasonable  Charges. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

Directed f 

To  M'.  Taaffe,  on  Sasquahannah,  by  Capt".  McEee. 


Gov.  Sharps  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Sir, 

This  is  to  inform  You  that  Both  Houses  of  our  Assembly  did, 
after  having  sat  thereon  twelve  weeks,  yesterday  agree  upon  a  Bill 
for  granting  £40,000  for  His  Majesty's  Service,  part  of  which  Sum 
is  appropriated  for  the  building  &  Garrisoning  a  strong  Fort  on  the 
North  Mountain,  (which  it  is  determined  shall  be  our  westernmost 
Frontier).    Three  thousand  pounds  for  the  Cherokee  or  Southern 
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ladianSy  in  case  either  of  the  Neighbonring  Colonies  shall  diink 
proper  to  send  Commissioners  in  Conjunction  with  ours  to  treat 
with  those  people,  &  Twenty-five  Thousand  Pounds  towards  carrjing 
on  any  Expedition  which  shall  be  undertaken  by  Pensilvania,  Vir- 
ginia, this  Province,  &  any  other  conjointly.  I  inclose  You  a  Copy 
of  that  Clause  of  the  Act,  &  shall  be  obliged  to  You  for  acquainting 
me  whether  Your  Assembly  will,  as  that  of  Virginia  has  done,  con- 
tribute their  Quota  towards  the  carrying  on  any  such  Expedition,  A 
whether  any  Commissioners  will  be  sent  by  You  to  hold  a  Treaty 
with  the  Southern  Indians. 

I  am  with  great  Regard,  Sir^ 
Your  most  humble 

&  most  obed^  Servant, 

HOR^  SHARPE. 
Governor  Morris. 

Indorsed, 

Letter  Governor  Sharp  to  Governor  Morris.    No  date.* 


Col.  Wm.  Clapham  to  Gov.  Morris,  1766. 

Fort  Halifax,  July  Ist,  1756. 
Sir, 

I  receiv'd  your  Favor  by  Commissary  Bard,  and  the  hundred 
Pounds,  which  I  distributed  among  the  Battoemen  in  Proportioo  to 
their  several  Demands,  it  not  being  sufficient  to  discharge  the 
whole;  the  Ship  Carpenters  have  finished  the  Carriages  for  the 
Cannon,  and  as  soon  as  they  have  finished  the  Battoea  in  Qand, 
which  I  expect  will  be  done  To-morrow,  I  shall  give  them  a  Certifi- 
cate of  their  Services  and  discharge  them  all  except  one,  who  will 
be  absolutely  necessary  in  the  passage,^  and  without  whose  Assist- 
ance we  may  probably  loose  more  than  his  Pay  can  cost  the  Pro- 
vince, none  of  my  People  are  to  be  depended  on  in  Case  of  an  acci- 
dent on  the  Water,  and  I  can  assure  your  Honor  that  I  find  Fatigue 
and  Difficultys  enough  to  conduct  so  amphibious  an  Expedition  with 
all  the  Assistance  I  can  possibly  command. 

I  shall  leave  a  Serjeants  Party  at  Harris's,  consisting  of  twelve 
Men,  Twenty-four  at  Hunter's  Fort,  Twenty-four  at  McKee's  Store, 
each  under  the  Command  of  an  Ensign,  and  Cap".  Miles  with  Thirty 
Men  at  Fort  Halifax,  with  the  inclosed  Instructions,  as  I  hnve 
remov'd  all  the  Stores  from  Harris's  and  McKee's  to  this  Place ; 
M'.  Galbrcath's  Presence  does  not  seem  very  necessary  at  cither  ef 

*  ««Read  in  Assembly,  May  26, 1766." 
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those  Places,  and  his  refusal  to  attend  here  has  laid  me  under  the 
necessity  of  appointing  a  Person  to  act  in  that  Capacity,  under  the 
Direction  of  Commissary  Bard,  till  your  Pleasure  shall  be  known. 
I  am  at  present  extreamly  engag'd  in  embarquiug  the  Regiments 
Stores,  &o.,  for  Shamokin,  expecting  to  march  Time  enough  to 
encamp  to-night  on  the  West  Side  of  Susquebannah,  about  five 
Miles  above  Fort  Halifax,  and  promising  myself  tbe  Pleasure  of 
congratulating  your  Honor  very  shortly  from  Shamokin,  am  in  the 
mean  Time  very  repectfuUy, 

Your  Honor's  most  obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

WILLM.  CLAPHAM. 

P.  S. — ^Thcre  are  still  above  a  Hundred  Blanketts  wanting  in  the 
Kegimont. 

To  his  Honor  the  Governor. 

Indonedy 

Colonel  Clapham  to  Governor  Morris,  dated  at  Fort  Halifax. 
July  1, 1756. 


Orders  Col.  Clapham  to  Captain  Miles,  1756. 

Sir: 

You  are  to  command  a  Party  of  30  Men  at  Fort  Hallifax,  w'^  you 
are  to  finish  w^  all  Possible  Expedition,  observing  not  to  suffer  your 
Party  to  Straggle  in  small  Numbers  into  the  Wood,  or  to  go  to  any 
great  Distance  from  the  Fort,  unless  detacht  as  an  Escort,  or  in 
Case  of  special  Orders  for  that  Purpose,  you  are  to  build  Barracks 
within  the  Fort  for  your  own  men,  and  also  a  Store  House  Thirty 
feet  by  Twelve,  in  which  you  are  carefully  to  Lodge  all  Provisions, 
Stores,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  Province,  if  the  Boards  purchasd  for 
that  Purpose  are  not  sufficient  to  finish  the  Banquette,  and  execute 
the  other  Designs  herein  Recommended — yotr  men  are  to  be  em- 
ployed in  Sawing  more  out  of  the  Pine  Logs  now  lying  near  the 
Fort ;  you  are  to  keep  a  Constant  Guard  and  relieve  it  regularly,  to 
have  continually  one  Sentry  in  each  Bastion,  and  in  Case  of  an  AU 
tack  to  retreat  to  the  Fort  and  Defend  it  to  the  last  Extremity. 
If  any  thing  extraordinary  Occurs,  you  are  immediately  to  dispatch 
Notice  thereof  to  his  Honor  tbe  Governour,  and  signify  the  same  to 
me  if  any  Releif  or  Instructions  may  be  necessary. 

W.  C. 

Given  at  Fort  Halifax,  July  1",  1756. 

IndoTtedj 
Instructions  to  Cap*  Miles,  dated  at  Fort  Halifax,  July  1**,  1756. 
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Timothy  Horsfibld  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

May  it  Please  your  Honour : 

The  Inclosed  was  comaiunicated  to  me  Last  nigbt^  and  as  I  think 
it  contains  matters  of  great  ImportancCi  I  have  Dispatched  this  fix- 
press  with  it  To  your  Honour. 

I  am  with  all  Due  Respect, 

Your  Honours  most 

Obed'  Humble  Senr*. 

TIM.  HORSFIELD. 
Beth"",  July  3, 1756. 

Directed. 

On  His  Majestys  Service — ^To  the  Honourable  Rob*  H.  MorriS| 
Esq'.,  Govemour  of  Pensylvania. 

Indorsed, 

M'.  Horsfield,  with  Indian  Intelligence.  Reed.  July  4,  1756. 
Answerd'  by  y  Express— desire  him  to  thank  the  Indians  for  me, 
&  give  them  such  marks  of  favour  on  this  occasion  as  he  thought  rea- 
sonable— desire  the  Brethren  will  take  Care  of  y**  Indians  lately  ar- 
rived, till  otherwise  disposed  of.* 

July  3%  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Hardy,  1756. 

Philadelphia,  5  July,  1756. 
Sir: 

The  inclosed  Intelligence  was  sent  me  by  Express  from  Bethle- 
hem. The  two  Indians  who  gave  it  are  come  there  from  Diahoga, 
&  confess  they  have  been  concerned  with  our  Enemies  in  the  late 
Attacks  made  in  the  Winter  on  our  Frontiers,  but  express  a  hearty 
concern,  &  have  thrown  themselves  on  the  Clemency  of  the  Govera- 
ment.  The  Information  they  give  is  y*>  more  likely  to  be  true,  as' 
it  is  known  y^  the  Bulk  of  those  who  committed  y*  Murders  &  De- 
vastations in  this  Province— others  setting  y*  houses  at  Wyomink  on 
fire,  went  off  in  the  Spring  to  the  Ohio,  &  have  been  followed  by 
numbers  since. 
Indorsed. 

Draft  Letter  to  Sir  Ch-.  Hardy,  dated  5«»  'July,  1756. 
*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  189,  190. 
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Gov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Hardy,  1756. 

6*>»  July,  1756. 
Sir: 

I  am  very  muoh  concenfed  to  find  many  of  the  merchants  and 
people  here  uneasy  under  the  present  restraint,  so  necessary  for  the 
general  safety  of  these  dolonies,  and  those  who  Informed  you  there 
were  many  vessells  loading  here  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  Expi- 
ration of  our  Embargo  act,  had  too  much  truth  on  their  sidci  as 
there  are  nigh  twenty  that  will  be  full  by  the  7^  Instant. 

Tho'  I  have  publicly  given  out  that  I  sHall  continue  the  Embargo 
by  my  own  authority,  if  the  assembly  do  not,  which  you  will  see  I 
have  done  by  the  inclosed  order ;  However,  I  think  it  right  to  try 
j?hat  the  Lower  Assembly  will  do,  and  for  that  purpose  have  sum- 
moned them  to  meet  at  New  Castle  on  Tuesday  next,  and  intend  to 
Bet  out  this  day  for  that  place.  I  do  not  Expect  our  assembly  will 
continue  these  Acts  more  than  a  month  to  come,  which  I  think 
much  too  short  a  time,  and  if  you,  and  M'.  Belcher,  approve  of  the 
Measure,  we  may  continue  the  Embargo  upon  the  terms  it  now  is,  by 
our  own  authority;  this,  I  think,  we  may  well  justifie  under  the  di- 
rections in  M'.  Secretary  Fox's^  in  case  our  assemblies,  upon  appli- 
cation, should  refuse  to  do  it.  • 

I  am  with  you  in  opinion  that  the  French,  both  in  Europe  & 
America,  have  intelligence  of  every  thing  we  do,  and  that  we  have 
many  Spyes  amongst  us,  but  this  is  only  matter  of  opinion  for  which 
I  have  no  authority.  There  were  many  Indian  traders  with  Brad- 
dock  and  Croghan,  among  others  who  acted  as  a  Captain  of  the  In- 
dians under  a  Warrant  from  Gen^  Braddock^  &  I  never  heard  any  ob- 
jections to  his  conduct  in  that  capacity.  For  many  years  he  had 
been  very  largely  concerned  in  the  Ohio  trade,  was  upon  that  river 
frequently,  and  had  a  considerable  influence  among  the  Indians, 
speaking  the  Language  of  several  nations,  and  being  very  Liberal 
or  rather  profuse  in  his  gifts  to  them,  which,  with  the  Losses  he  sus- 
tained by  the  French  who  siezed  great  quantities  of  his  goods,  and 
by  not  getting  the  debts  due  to  him  from  the  Indians,  he  became 
Bankrupt,  and  since  has  lived  at  a  place  called  Aughwick,  in  the 
back  parts  of  this  Province,  where  he  had  generally  a  number  of 
Indians  with  him,  for  the  maintainance  of  whom  the  Province  al- 
lowed him  sums  of  money  from  time  to  time,  but  not  to  his  satis- 
faction. .  After  this  he  went  by  my  order  with  those  Indians. & 
Joynd  Gen'  Braddock,  who  gave  the  warrant  I  have  mentioned-^ 
since  Braddocks  defeat  he  returned  to  Aughwick,  where  he  remained 
till  an  act  of  assembly  was  passed  here  granting  him  a  freedom 
from  arrests  for  ten  years  ;  this  was  done  that  the  Province  might 
h%ve  the  Benefit  of  his  Knowledge  of  the  Woods  and  his  Influence 
among  the  Indians,  and  immediately  thereupon,  while  I  was  last  at 
York,  a  Captains  Commission  was  given  to  him,  &  he  was  orderd  to 
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raise  men  for  tbe  defence  of  the  Western  Frontier,  which  he  did  in 
a  very  Expeditious  manner,  but  not  so  frugally  as  the  Comissioners 
for  disposing  of  the  Publick  money  thought  he  might  have  done ; 
he  continued  in  the  Command  of  one  of  the  Companies  he  had 
raised,  and  of  Fort  Shirley,  on  the  Western  frontier  about  three 
months,  during  which  time  he  sent,  by  my  direction,  Indian  Mes- 
sengers to  the  Ohio  for  Intelligence,  but  never  procured  me  any  that 
was  very  material,  and  having  a  dispute  with  the  Commiss**  aboot 
some  accounts  between  them,  in  which  he  thought  himself  ill-used ; 
he  resigned  his  commission,  and  about  a  month  ago  informed  me 
that  he  had  not  received  pay  upon  Gen^  Braddocks  warrant,  and  de- 
sired my  recomendation  to  Gen*  Shirley,  which  I  gave  him,  and  be 
set  off  directly  for  Albany,  &  1  hear  he  is  now  at  Onondago  with 
S'  W".  Johnson. 

I  believe  he  knows  nothing  of  the  French  Language,  but  what  he 
may  have  pickd  up  among  the  Indians  with  whom  he  dealt,  having 
been  concerned  in  that  trade  ever  since  he  came  into  this  Country. 
I  send  you  a  letter  of  his  under  this  cover,  &  the  hand  being  pretty 
remarkable,  you  may  easily  find  out  if  any  papers  you  have  procured 
are  of  his  writing.  I  know  very  few  of  the  Indian  traders  besides, 
as  they  are  mostly  a  Low  sort  of  people,  generally  too  ignorant  to 
be  employd  as  Spys,  but  not  at  all  too  virtuous. 

The  Barron  you  mention  was  formerly  imprisoned  here,  when  I 
was  out  of  town,  and  the  Council  Examined  and  discharged  him, 
finding  his  papers  imaterial.  I  have  since  that  made  some  enquiry 
concerning  him,  but  can  hear  nothing  about  him. 

I  shall  inviolably  observe  the  same  confidence  stcrring  with  you, 
noi  communicate  this  Correspondence  to  any  but  >P.  Peters,  who  I 
shall  make  use  of  to  transcribe  my  letters*&  papers  on  this  subject, 
and  as  he  is  acquainted  with  the  Traders  &  People  that  used  to  bo 
about  the  bands  of  the  Indians,  he  promised  to  get  all  their  hand 
writing  &  give  it  me. 

I  will  consider  the  Principal  Heads  on  this,  on  which  to  proceed 
in  this  nice  affair,  &  as  they  occur  to  me  I  will  set  them  down,  & 
write  your  further  on  the  subject. 

By  means  of  the  Roman  Catholicks  who  are  allowed  in  this  &  the 
neighbouring  Province  of  Maryland,  the  free  Exercise  of  their 
Ilcligion  and  therein  the  other  priveleges  of  English  Freemen,  the 
French  may  be  made  acquainted  with  the  steps  taken  against  them, 
nor  do  I  see  how  it  is  possible  to  detect  them,  as  from  the  head  of 
Chesopeak  Bay  the  roads  thro'  this  Province  to  Potowmic  are  open 
&  much  travelled,  especially  by  Germans, ^who  have  a  large  settle- 
ment at  Frederick  Town,  in  Maryland,  a  frontier  place  near 
Kittochtinny  Hills,  none  are  examined  who  pass  that  way  &  perhaps 
there  -are  none  who  live  there  that  are  qualified  to  make  the  proper 
Examinations.  The  Secretary  tells  me  that  of  late  years  many 
French  from  Abaco  &  Lorrain  have  mixed  with  the  Germans,  were 
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admitted  to  their  Qualifications  &  live  among  them  in  the  remote 
parts  of  ye  Provinoe. 

At  their  first  attack  the  Indians  carried  off  one  or  two  of  these 
People  from  a  place  called  Jno.  Penn's  tract  &  je  French  may 
possibly  -employ  them  to  procure  Intelligence. 

&.  Charles  Hardie. 
5th  July,  1756. 

Indon  d, 

Lre  to  S'.  Charles  Hardie^  dth  July,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Lord  Loudoun,  1756. 

My  Lord : 

This  will  wait  your  arrival  at  New  York,  where  I  hope  you  will 
soon  recover  the  fatigues  of  so  long  a  voyage,  and  find  the  Country 
and  Climate  agreeable. 

His  Majesty  having  ordered  me  to  lay  before  you  the  Military 
state  of  this  his  Province,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  Inform  your  L'd'p 
that  sixty  thousand  pounds  being  granted  in  November  last  for  the 
defence  of  this  Provinoe,  It  was  thought  necessary  to  raise  a  number 
of  men  and  Build  a  range  of  small  Forts  &  Block-houses  along  the 
Western  and  Northern  frontier,  the  situation  of  which  your  L'd'p 
will  see  upon  the  Map  of  part  of  this  Province  which  I  have  now  the 
Honor  to  send  you,  and  they  are  garrisoned  by  troops  in  the  pay  of 
the  Province,  subjected  to  the  articles  of  war  by  an  act  of  our  Legis- 
lature. These  troops  have  been  Employed  for  some  months  in  rang- 
ing the  woods  from  one  Fort  to  another,  and  are  by  that  means  be- 
come expert  woods-meui  and  as  such  may  be  usefull  on  other  ooca- 
sions. 

Besides  the  Forts  along  the  frontier  of  the  settlec:^  I  have  now 
four  hundred  men  on  their  march  up  the  Sasquehanna  to  erect  a 
Fort  at  the  Junction  of  the  two  main  Branches  of  that  river,  which  is 
a  post  of  Consequence,  as  one  of  those  Branches  heads  in  the  Country 
of  the  Six  Nations,  and  the  other  interlocks  with  the  water  of  the 
Ohio,  and  I  hourly  expect  to  hear  of  their  having  gained  a  Lodge- 
ment there. 

Major  Ruthford  will  Inform  ybu  of  the  Progress  made  in  the 
raising  men  for  the  Royal  American  Regiment  which  you  may  be 
assured  is  a  service  I  shall  give  all  possible  countenance  and  encour- 
agem^  to  while  I  remain  in  the  administration  of  this  Government. 
Agreeable  to  the  King's  commands  I  recommended  it  to  my  Assem- 
bly to  make  provision  for  paying  the  Masters  of  such  Servants  aa 
were  inclinable  to  enter  into  his  Majesties  Service,  but  I  have  as  ye^ 
no  answer  from  them  on  that  head,  nor  do  I  expect  any,  as  the  ta" 
ing  Servants  is  a  very  unpopular  thing  in  this  Province,  many 
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whom  now  lying  under  a  severe  confinem*  in  our  Goals  for  no  other 
crime  but  that  of  voluntarily  enlisting  themselves  in  his  Majesty's 
Service,  and  all  the  measures  I  could  think  of  for  their  enlargem* 
have  hitherto  proved  ineffectual.  Such  an  Influence  haa  popular 
Opinions  upon  the  Courts  and  Lawyers  in  this  Province. 

I  send  your  L'd'p  with  this  some  intelligence  I  lately  received 
from  two  Indians  that  are  come  in  from  among  our  Enemies^  upon 
which  I  have  sent  orders  to  all  the  Forces  upon  ye  Frontiers  to  be 
upon  their  guard. 

Lord  Louden. 

Indorted. 
D£^  of  a  Letter  to  Lord  Loudoo,  July  5*^,  1756. 


John  Bell  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Sir, 

After  some  conversation  with  Mr.  Taylor  I  ask'd  him  if  I  could 
send  the  Vessel  down  to  Newcastle,  being  in  hopes  of^  getting  your 
Honour's  orders  for  her  to  proceed  from  thence  to  Newfoundland,  & 
it  would  save  two  or  three  days  delay  there.     He  said  he  could  not 
clear  her  even  to  Newcastle  without  the  Govemour's  order,  and  at 
the  same  time  he  was,  with  me,  very  sensible  of  your  Honour's  good 
inclinations  to  expedite  the  supplys  for  the  King's  troops.     I  must 
therefore  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  this  request,  the  favour  of 
your*order  to  the  Collector  to  Admit  the  Princess  Louisa,  Brigantine 
to  dear  for  Newfoundland  so  soon  as  it  is  convenient,  which  my 
Friend  Mr.  Armond  will  receive  &  forward  me  without  giving  your- 
self further  trouble. 

I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself  what  I  really  am,  with  great 
sincerity, 

Your  Honour's 

Most  Obed*  &  most  Hum.  Serv*, 

iJOHN  BELL 
Philadelphia, 
July  5*»^,  1756. 

Directed. 

To  The  Hon>«  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'., 

Gov'  &  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  of* 
Pennsylvania,  &c.,  at 

Newcastle. 
Par  Ami. 

Indorsed. 

July  5th,  1756.    Mr.  Bell  to  Governor  Morris.    . 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  VoL  VIL,  p.  187.; 
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Gen  Shirley  to  Gov.  Morris,  175^ 

New  York,  July  b^,  1756. 
D6ar  Sir : 

The  Day  I  embark'd  from  Albany  I  had  the-  pleasure  of  your 
Nephew,  Cap^  Staats's  Arrival  there,  &  as  he  was  desirous  of  making 
you  a  Visit  before  he  went  to  Oswego,  I  have  brought  him  here  with 
me  for  that  Purpose, 

He  will  acquaint  you  in  what  forwardness  our  Preparations  are 
for  opening  the  Campaigne  both  upon  Lake  George  and  Lake  Onta* 
rio ;  and  refer  you  to  him  for  an  Account  of  them,  with  only  saying, 
that  they  exceed  even  my  own  Expectations ;  and  that  there  is  a 
very  fair  prospect  of  carrying  our  Points  in  a  great  Measure  this  year 
against  the  French  at  both  places,  if  the  carrying  our  preparations 
into  Execution  is  not  retarded  beyond  its  just  time. 

General  Abercrombie  &  Colonel  Webb  have  both  of  them  press'd 
me  so  strongly  to  wait  here  ^till  Lord  Loudoun's  Arrival,  in  order  to 
have  a  full  Consultation  personally  with  him  upon  the  State  of  his 
Majesty's  Service  here,  &  the  plan  of  operations  for  this  year,  that 
I  shall  venture  to  stay  here  a  few  Days ;  But  I  have  so  express 
orders  from  the  King  to  make  all  possible  Dispatch  to  England,  that 
I  dare  not  venture  to  stay  many. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  M**.  Alexander  &  I  have  miss'd  of  your 
Letter  in  answer  to  his  &  mine  upon  the  Subject  of  his  going  with 
me  to  England ;  about  which  I  am  very  anxious  as  I  find  his  pres- 
ence there  may  be  absolutely  necessary  to  clear  up  some  Articles  of 
the  very  large  Accounts,  which  must  be  transmitted  to  England  from 
him,  your  Nephew,  Lewis  Morris,  &  M^  Ewing,  and  will  be  exam- 
ined into  at  the  Ofllices,  &c.,  at  home  ',  you  are  very  sensible,  my  Dear 
Sir,  bow  greatly  any  Difficulties  in  passing  them  would  embarrass 
me  as  well  as  them ;  and  how  incapable  I  must  be,  without  M^  Al- 
exander's Assistance  in  clearing  them  up ;  and  consequently  of  what 
near  Concern,  and  necessity  to  me,  the  Instance  I  ask  of  your  Friend- 
ship is,  that  he  may  have  your  Consent  to  go  with  me ;  w^^.  I  hope 
is  contain'd  in  the  Letters  that  are  gbne  to  Albany. 

It  would  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure,  was  it  possible  for  me  to 
see  you,  before  I  go  for  England ;  many  things  might  occurr  to  us, 
when  together,  w'^,  might  be  proper  to  be  talk'd  over  with  the  Min- 
islry  upon  my  Arrival  there,  w*.  may  otherwise  slip  me. 

I  am  in  the  most  affectionate  manner, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient,  and 
faithfull  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 

Hon.  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqr. 
Indorsed'^ 

From  Wm.  Shirley,  New  York,  July  5, 1756. 
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Gov.  Charles  Hardy  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

^ort  George,  New  York,  July  9, 1756. 
Sir: 

1  have  roeeived  your  favours  of  the  5*^  of  July,  with  the  Papers 
Inclosed.  The  Information  given  you  by  the  Indians,  has  but  a 
bad  prospect,  but  I  hope  the  Chain  of  Forts  you  have  built,  with 
proper  garrisons  to  Scour  the  Country,  will  defeat  their  wicked 
Schemes.     * 

The  Assembly  having  done  all  their  Business,  will  be  prorogued 
to  Morrow,  to  give  them  a  long  recess.  I  am  sorry  your  Assembly 
would  not  continue  the  Prohibition  to  the  term  in  the  Jersey  Act, 
as  I  then  should  have  no  difficulty  of  doing  the  same.  With  regard 
to  an  Embargo,  I  shall  have  no  doubt  in  concurring  with  you  and 
Mr.  Belcher,  and  shall  leave  Orders  here  with  His  Majesty's  Coun- 
cil accordingly. 

As  I  have  judged  it  more  for  his  Majesty's  Service  to  go  to  Al- 
bany for  some  time,  I  propose  leaving  this  City  on  Sunday  ;  and  as 
the  President  of  the  Council  will  have  Orders  to  open  Publick  Let- 
ters from  the  several  Provinces  to  me,  it  will  be  proper  those  from 
you  upon  our  secret  Correspondence,  should  be  put  under  cover  to 
the  Eldest  of  Council,  to  desire  him  to  forward  to  me  without  open- 
ing it,  as  be  may  others;  if  you  approve  this  measure^  I  will  leave 
Buch  directions  with  Mr.  Kennedy. 

The  Letters  of  Croghans  is  by  no  means  the  hand  I  want,  I  am 
rather  Inclined  to  think,  the  Treasonable  Correspondence  must  have 
been  carried  on  by  some  Roman  Catholics;  I  have  heard  you  have 
tijx  ingenious  Jesuit  in  Philadelphia.  I  have  nothing  new  to  Inform 
you  of  on  this  Subject,  and  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  any 
'  thing  that  may  occur  to  you. 

The  Packett  from  England  brings  no  publick  dispatches,  nor  no 
Account  of  Lord  Loundouns  Im barking  for  America. 

I  am  with  great  Begard, 

Sir,  Your  most  Obedient, 

Humble  Servant, 

CHAS.  HARDr. 

The  Hon««.  Gov'.  Morris. 

Indorsed, 
From  Gov.  Hardy,  New  York,  July  9,  1756. 
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MiNUTBS  OF  A  Council  at  New  Yobk,  1756. 

At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  George,  in  the  £itj  (^  New  York;  on 

Saturday  the  tenth  day  of  July,  1756. 

PRESENT. 

His  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Hardy^  En'.^  Cap^  General|  &o. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Murray, 

Lieut.  Gov.  De  Lancey,  Mr.  Holland, 

Mr.  RutherforD;  Mr.  Chambers. 

The  Board  taking  into  consideration  the  pfopriety  of  continuing 
the  prohibition  laid*  and  still  subsisting  in  this  Province,  on  the 
Exportation  of  provisions  (except  to  Nova  Scotia,  for  the  use  of  his 
Majesty's  Forces  and  Navy,  and  to  any  of  the  British  Colonies,  on 
application  of  the  respective  Governours)  and  it  appearing  that  a 
prohibition  is  laid  on  the  exportation  of  provisions  from  Pensilvania, 
by  Governor  Morris's  order  to  the  Collector  of  his  Majesty's  Customs 
at  Philadelphia,  of  the  5'^  of  July  Instant,  by  which  the  said  Col- 
lector is  restrained  from  clearing  any  Vessel  laden  with  Provisions, 
except  to  Halifax,  Annapolis,  or  Chegnecto,  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  to 
New  York,  until  the  said  order  shall  be  revoked ;  and  that  a  like 
prohibition  is  in  force  until  the  first  of  August  next,  by  Act  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Jersey.  And  it  also  appearing  that  Governor 
Morris  is  willing  and  desirous  that  the  said  prohibition  sho'd  be 
continued,  and  if  the  Assemblies  of  Pensilvania  and  the  lower  Coun- 
ties refuse  to  pass  a  Law  for  that  purpose,  that  he  will  continue  it  by 
his  own  order.  It  is  therefore  ordered  by  his  Excellency  with  tfai^ 
advice  of  the  Council,  that  the  Collectors  of  his  Majesty's  Customs 
of  this  or  any  other  Port  within  this  Province,  do  not  clear  any  Vessel 
loaden  with  Provisions,  until  further  orders,  unless  to  Halifax,  An- 
napolis, or  Chegnecto  or  such  Vessels  as  his  Majesty's  Council  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  in  the  absence  of  the  Commander  in  chief, 
shall  give  permission  to  be  cleared  for  any  of  the  British  Colonies ; 
with  power,  nevertheless,  to  his  Majesty's  Council,  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  (in  the  absence  of  his  Excellency,  now  going  to  Albany) 
upon  proof  of  such  prohibition  ceasing  or  being  taken  off  in  Pensil- 
vania or  New  Jersey,  to  make  an  order  for  taking  off  the  prohibition 
in  this  Province.  His  Excellency  recommended  to  the  Council,  to 
Communicate  this  Resolution  and  order  by  the  next  post;  to  the 
Governors  of  New  Jersey  and  Pensilvania. 

LAMBT.  MOORE,  D*.  Secry. 
Indorsed, 
Minute  Council,  New  York,  July  10, 1756. 

*  See  Colon.  Eec,  Vol.  VII,  p.  196. 
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Conrad  Wbisbr  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Honoured  Sir ! 

Imediately  after  my  Eetam  from  Philadelphia,  I  sent  Orders  to 
the  Captains  Busse,  Morgan  and  Smith,  to  meet  me  at  Fort  Henrj, 
on  the  9^  of  this  Instant,  to  consult  together  over  certain  measures, 
how  to  oppose  the  Enemy  of  killing  the  People  in  Reaping  and 
gathering  in  their  Harvest.    JThe  Evening  before,  to  witt,  on  the  8*^ 
of  this  Instant,  M^  Young  arrived  with  your  Honours  Orders  to  me, 
I  therefore  set  out  next  Morning  about  5  o'clock  for  Fort  Henry,  in 
Company  with  M*".  Young,  as  farr  as  Benjamin  Spyckers. '  I  arrived 
at  Fort  Henry  by  10  o'Clock.     Cap*.  Busse  met  me  with  an  Escort 
of  Eight  Men  on  Horse  Back,  about  Six  Miles  on  this  Side  of  Fort 
Henry ;  about  12  o'Clock,'the  Captains  Morgan  and  Smith  arrived. 
I  imediately  made  your  Honours  Orders  known  to  them,  and  the 
following  Deposition  was  made :  That  eight  Men  of  Cap^  Smiths 
Company  shall  assist  the  People  in  the  Hole,  (The  Place  where  twice 
Murder  was  comitted)  to  gather  in  their  Harvest,  and  stay  over 
Night  in  the  Moravian  House ;  Eight  of  his  31cn  to  ran^e  Westward 
of  his  Fort  under  the  Hill,  and  if  Occasion  require  to  oe  stationed 
in  two  Parties  to  gutrd  the  Eeapers;  Sixteen  Men  are  to  be  in  and 
about  the  Fort  to  help  and  protect  the  Neighbours,  but  constantly 
10  out  of  the  Sixteen  are  to  stay  in  the  Fort ;  Nine  men  are  to  stay 
constantly  in  Manity  Fort,  and  Six  men  to  range  Eastward  from 
Manity  towards  Swataro,and  Six  men  to  range  westward  towards  Sua- 
quebannah  :  Each  Party  so  farr  that  they  may  reach  their  Fort  again 
before  Night.     Cap^  Busse's  Company  stationed  as  follows :  Ten 
men  at  Bernhard  Tridels,  next  to  the  Moravians,  Eight  men  at  Cas. 
par  Snebelies,  Six  men  at  Daniel  Sbue's  or  Peter  Klop's  :  All  these 
are  Westward  of  Fort  Henry.    Jlastwards  Cap*.  Busso  is  to  Post 
four  men  at  Jacob  Stein's,  Three  men  at  Ulrich  Spies,  Six  men  at 
the  Widow  Kendal,  the  Rest,  consisting  of  nineteen  men,  to  remain 
in   the  Fort.     Cap*.   Morgan's  Company,  as  followes  :  Six  men  to 
range  from  the  little  Fort  on  Northkill,  westward  to  the  Emericks, 
and  stay  there  if  the  People  unite  to  work  together  in  their  Harvest, 
Six  men  to  range  Eastward  on  the  same  footing,  Eight  men  to  stay 
in  that  Forr,  fifteen  men  are  to  stay  in  Fort  Libtmon,  Eight  men  to 
protect  the  People  over  the  Hill  in  harvest  Time,  Ten  men  to  range 
constantly  Eastward  or  Westward,  and  if  the  People  return  to  their 
Plantations  thereabouts,  to  protect  those  first  that  join  together  to 
do  their  work. 

All  the  aforesaid  Men  are  posted  as  much  in  a  Range  as  was  pos- 
sible, and  would  sute  the  Settlement  best. 

Your  Honour  will  observe  that  there  is  not  Men  enough  lefi  in 
the  Forts  to  change  or  relieve  the  Men  on  Duty,  but  scarce  sufficient 
to  keep  the  Forts,  and  send  Provisions  to  the  several  Posts. 

I  did  propose  to  the  Capt^iins  to  make  a  draft  of  about  twenty 
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fire  men  out  of  the  tbroe  GDmpanies,  and  Bend  them  over  tbe  Hills 
to  a  Certain  Place  on  Kind  Creek,  to  lie  in  Ambush  there  for  the 
Enemy,  for  about  Ten  Days,  but  the  large  Frontier  which  they  have 
to  guard  with  their  men,  would  not  Admit  of  it  at  this  Time,  so  I 
was  therefore  obliged  to  give  over  that  Point. 

A  great  number  of  the  Back  Inhabitants  came  to  the  Fort  that 
Day,  and  cried  out  for  Guards.  Their  situation  is  indeed  desperate. 
About  forty  men  from  Tulpenhocon  have  been  out  for  their  Protec- 
tion, but  they  got  soon  tired,  and  rose.  Disputes  and  Quarrels  iu 
Order  to  get  home  again. 

I  hear  that  the  People  over  Susquehannah  will  have  Protection, 
cost  what  it  will ;  If  tney  cant  obtain  it  from  the  English,  they  will 
send  to  the  French  for  it.  I  believe  (by  what  I  did  hear)  that  some 
on  this  Side  of  the  River  are  of  the  same  Oppinion,  at  least  there  is 
such  a  Mummbling  among  the  back  Inhabitants. 

I  must  mention  to  your  Honour,  that  when  the  People  about 
Swartaro  and  the  Hole  heard  of  Cap^  Smiths  being  accused  for  ne- 
glect of  Duty,  they  wrote  a  Letter  to  me  ^n  his  Favour,  which  I  send 
by  Sammy  Weiser,  who  can  translate  it,  if  your  Honour  orders  him 
to  do  it.  I  also  send  a  Letter  from  Cap^  Bnsse,  which  contains  the 
Particulars  of  the  last  murder.  I  received  it  by  the  way  coming  ' 
from  Philad*,  and  stopt  the  Express,  (as  it  was  only  to  me)  in  Order 
to  save  Charges. 

As  I  had  no  Clerk  for  some  time,  I  wrote  a  General  Letter  yes- 
terday to  all  the  Comanding  Officers  Eastward  from  Fort  Henry  to 
Easton,  with  a  Copy  of  your  Honours  Orders  inclosed.  I  could  not 
send  every  one  a  Copy,  but  ordered  them  to  take  it  themselves  and 
send  it  forward  imediately. 

Just  this  moment  my  Son  Sammy  arrived  from  Fort  Henry,  and 
tells  me  that  there  had  been  an  Engagement  at  Caghuekacheeky, 
wherein  twelve  on  our  side  were  killed,  and  Six  Indians ;  That  our 
People  kept  the  Field  and  scalped  the  Indians,  and  that  the  Indians 
ran  off  without  any  Scalp.  As  bad  news  as  it  is,  I  wish  it  may  be  true. 

I  have  at  Present  no  more  to  trouble  your  Honour  with,  But 
Remain^ 

Sir, 

your  very  obedient  and 

humble  Servant, 

CONRAD  WEISER. 

Heidl^berg,  in  the  County  of  Berks, 
July  the  11%  1756. 

P.  S.  I  should  have  told  your  Honour  that  I  keep  a  Serjeant, 
with  nine  private  me^of  my  Company  at  Fort  Henry,  under  Cnp*. 
Busse,  with  that  Proviso,  that  they  shall  stay  in  the  fort  and  defend 
it  when  the  Capt"  men  are  on  their  several  posts  or  Ranging ;  the 
Capt>  must  keep  a  Ranging  party  all  along ;  to  morrow  another  Ser- 

VoL.  II.— 30 
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jant  marohes  from  Reading  with  nine  men^  to  relief  those  of  my 
Company  that  have  ben  oat  now  two  weeks.    I  am  Sir^  &o. 

C.  W. 
GoTernor  Morris. 

Indorsed. 
From  Col.  Weiser,  July  11,  1756. 


Gov.  Shiklby  ?ro  Gov.  Mobris,  1756. 

New  York,  July  12«»,  1756. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  two  last  letters  to  me  and  M'.  Alexander,  contain  such  strong 
marks  of  your  Sincere  regard  and  friendship  for  me,  as  gi?e  me 
great  consolation,  and  will  forever  lay  me  under  the  highest  obliga- 
tion to  you. 

The  liffht  in  which  you  consider  M'.  Alexander's  going  to  England 
with  me  18  I  flatter  myself  a  just  one,  and  it  will  giye  me  the  high- 
est pleasure  to  have  that  Voyage  prove  of  real  Service  to  him  in  the 
future  course  of  his  life. 

We  have  followed  your  Advice  in  our  application  for  his  mothers 
leave ;  It  was  open'd  with  a  letter  from  me  to  her,  and  followed  the 
evening  after  with  a  Vissit ;  we  could  not  have  desir'd  better  suc- 
cess with  the  Old  Lady  than  we  have  met  with,  the  whole  affair  was 
freely  and  fully  talked  over  between  her  and  me,  her  mind  is  per- 
fectly settled  to  it,  I  think  I  might  say  she  intirely  approves  of  it ; 
and  it  is  Certainly  a  Circumstance  of  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  us  in 
this  Case,  that  Colonel  Barton,  and  those  of  the  best  Sense,  who 
are  friends  to  us  both,  most  earnestly  press  M'.  Alexander's  going  to 
England  at  this  conjuncture,  as  indispensably  necessary. 

An  happy  meeting  with  you  here  for  a  few  hours  would  Crown 
every  thing,  and  I  will  not  dispair  of  it. 

With  regard  to  your  self,  after  the  perpetual  scene  of  Vexation, 
Absurdity,  and  perverseness  in  some,  wickedness  in  others,  you  have 
been  embarrassed  with  since  your  being  in  the  Chair  of  Government 
in  Pensilvania ;  I  cant  but  think  that  the  necessity  of  public  Affiurs 
in  North  America,  not  to  make  the  least  dependence  upon  Ministe- 
rial Gratitude  will  soon  conduct  you  into  a  post  of  Government  in 
New  Jerseys,  where  in  all  human  appearance,  your  own  personal 
Ease  and  Satisfaction,  as  well  as  Success  in  the  public  Service,  will 
make  you  Happy  the  remainder  of  your  life,  apd  you  will  be  at  lei* 
sure  to  reflect  with  Satisfaction  even  upon  that  part  of  it,  which  you 
spent  so  disagreably  in  Pensilvania. 

No  thine  is  wanting  to  make  it  appear  how  ]Rht  our  friend  P 

C~  will  be  found  in  his  new  employments/but  being  weighed  in 
the  Ballance  by  entring  upon  the  exorcise  of  them.  AccoiSing  to 
the  general  Idea^  which  is  at  present  conceived  of  him  by  the  pub- 
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lioy  he  is  likely  soon  to  be  dispised  &  hated  throughout  North 
America. 

Many  thanks  fo  you.  Dear  Sir,  for  the  very  affectionate  ii^tance 
of  the  kind  regard  you  have  shewn  me  in  your  endeavouring  to  pro- 
cure a  public  Testimony,  from  Several  of  the  Colonies  in  favor  of 
my  Services  in  North  America,  to  attend  my  Exit.  I  shall  ever  re- 
tain a  most  gratefull  sense  of  it,  and  the  warmest  Friendship  my 
mind  is  capable  of  for  you. 

I  hope  the  Revolution  in  your  Nephew  Staats  affairs,  during  his 
Btay  in  England,  will,  upon  his  explaining  it  to  you,  prove  to  your 
own  approbation  and  promote  his  Happiness. 
I  am,  with  the  most  perfect  Truth  and  Esteem, 

Sir, 

Your  most  Affectionate 

Friend  &  Servant, 

W.  SHIRLEY. 
J^fJorged. 

Letter  from  W--  Shirley.    New  York,  July  12, 1756. 


Gov.  Belcher  to   Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Sir: 

I  wrote  you  a  few  Lines  by  the  Post  on  the  13  of  June,  inclosing 
a  Copy  of  an  Act  of  this  Legislature,  relative  to  the  Exportation  or 
Provisions  from  this  Colony,  to  which  I  refer  you.  I  am  now  to 
own  your  Honours  two  Letters,  both  of  the  5^  Current,  and  woud 
inform  yon,  that  the  Assembly  of  this  Province  are  to  meet  me  on 
Thursday,  the  22^  Curr*,  when  I  shall  lay  before  them  the  necessity 
of  extending  their  Act  relating  to  the  Exportation  of  Provisions ; 
bat  if  they  shon'd  not  come  into  it,  I  shall  then  lay  the  Matter  be- 
fore His  5lajesty's  Council,  in  order  to  take  the  same  Method  the 
Governour  of  New  York,  and  Your  Honour  have  done,  for  I  think 
it  of  great  Importance  to  His  Majesty's  Service  &  Interest,  that  the 
Prohibition  of  Provisions,  &c*.  be  still  carried  on  to  a  Longer  Time. 

I  very  particularly  observe  what  Your  Honour  writes  of  the  Ac- 
count you  had  received  from  two  lodiaos,  Nicodemus  and  Jo,  Peepe^ 
of  what  they  had  heard  among  the  Indians  at  Diahogo*  viz.,  that  a 
Number  of  French  &  Indians  wouM  soon  be  coming  from  the  Alle- 
gany Mountains  to  commit  Ravages  and  Murders  upon  the  Fron- 
tiers of  these  Colonies,  the  same  Ace*  I  have  also  received  from  the 
Governour  of  Virginia,  k  upon  it  I  expresst  my  Orders  to  the 
Commanding  Officer  on  the  Frontiers  of  this  Colony,  to  be  well  on 
his  Guard,  in  Order  to  repell  them  in  Case  they  shoud  make  Incur- 
sions, or  Attempts  hpon  the  People  of  this  Province. 

*  See  Colon.  Bee.,  Vol.  VH.,  p.  186. 
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About  three  Weeks  ago  I  received  a  Letter  from  M'.  Prerid*  Stiei- 
til,  respecting  a  Treaty  your  Honour  was  then  upon  with  the  Delaware 
Indians,*  and  upon  it  I  gave  orders  to  Col'*.  Dehart,  who  Oommanda 
the  Troops,  posted  for  t]be  Defence  of  this  Province,  to  give  no  In* 
temption  in  that  Matter,  nor  to  go  with  any  of  his  men  beyond  the 
Bounds  of  this  Province;  but  I  have  heard  nothing  more  of  the  said 
Treaty  since  the  rec*  of  M'^  Strettils  Letter,  tho'  I  shoud  be  glad  to 
be  informed  whether  Your  Honour  concluded  the  Treaty  with  these 
Indians,  to  any  good  Effect. 

I  am  with  much  Respect, 

Sir, 

Your  Honours 

Most  obedient  and 

Most  humble  Servant, 

J.  BELCHER. 
L.  Gov'  Morria. 

Eliz«  Town,  (N.  J.)  July  13,  1756. 

Indorsed, 

Gov'  Belcher — The  Embargo  &  Indian  affiiirs. 

July  13,  1756. 


Minutes  of  a  Council  at  Shamokin,  1756. 

At  a  Council  held  at  the  Camp  at  Shamokin,  July  13%  1756. 

Present — all  the  Officers  of  Colonel  Claphams  Regiment,  except 
Cap^  Miles,  who  Commands  the  Garrison  at  Fort  Hallifaz. 

The  Subalterns  complain,  that  after  expectation  given  them  by  se- 
veral Gentlemen,  Commissioners,  of  receiving  seven  Shillings  and 
six  Pence  each  Lieu^,  &  five  shillings  &  six  Pence  each  Ensign  ^ 
day,  the  Commissary  has  received  Instructions  to  pay  a  Lieu^  but 
five  shillings  and  sixpence,  and  an  Ensign  four  Shillings. 

Captain  Salter  affirms,  that  the  Gentlemen  Commissioners  assar'd 
him  that  the  Subalterns  pay  was  Augmented  from  five  Shillings  and 
six  pence,  and  Tour  Shillings  to  the  sums  mentioned  above. 

Lieu*.  Davies  reports,  that  M'.  Fox  assur'tl  him  that  the  pay  of  a 
Lieu^  in  this  Kegiment  woud  be  Established  at  seven  Shillings  k, 
six  Pence  ^  Day,  and  that  M'.  Peters,  the  Provincial  Secretary,  told 
him  the  same  as  a  thing  concluded  upon,  but  hinted  at  the  same  time 
that  he  might  expect  but  five  shillings  and  sixpence  ^  Day,  beforo 
he  came  into  the  Regiment. 

Lieu*.  Garraway  says,  that  M'.  Hamilton  told  him  at  Dinner,  afc 

*  See  it  Colon.  Reo.,  VoL  Vn.,  p.  166. 
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M'.  CunniDghams,  th&t  the  Pay  of  a  Captain  in  this  Regimeot  was 
to  be  ten  Shillingd,  a  Lieutenants  seven  Shillings  &  six  pence,  &  an 
Ensigns  five  Shillings  &  Sixpence. 

Cap^  Lloyd  says,  that  M'.  Haghs,  one  of  the  Gentlemen  Com- 
'misd"  told  him  the  same  thing. 

The  Gentlemen  Officers  beg  leave  to  Appeal  to  his  Honor,  the 
Governonr,  as  an  Evidence  that  that  Opinion  Universally  Prevailed 
thro'  out  the  Regiment,  and  thinking  themselves  unjustly  dealt  w*^ 
by  the  Gentlemen  Commiss*^,  are  Unanimously  Determined  not  to 
serve  longer  on  these  terms,  they  therefore  beg  Leave  to  return  your 
Honor  their  roost  hearty  and  sincere  thanks  for  the  Favours  re- 
ceived, the  grateful  Impressions  of  w^  they  shall  never  forget,  and 
at  the  same  time  request  a  permission  from  your  Honor  to  Resign 
on  the  Twentieth  day  of  Aug**  next,  desiring  to  be  releiv'd  accord- 
ingly. 

Levi  Trump,  Sam.  Jno.  Att.ee, 

Patrick  Davis,  Ghas.  Brodhead, 

Daniel  Clark,  Wm.  Patterson, 

Chas.  Garrawat,  Joseph  Scott, 

AsHER  Clayton,  John  Morgan, 

Wm.  Anderson,  Saml.  Miles, 

John  Hambriqht,  James  Bryan, 

William  Plunket,  Pat.  Allison. 

Indorsed, 

Minutes  of  a  Council  held  at  the  Camp  at  Shomokin. 
July  13%  1756. 


Timothy  Horsfield  to  Wm.  Parsons,  1756. 

Dear  Sir, 

About  an  hour  after  you  Left  us,  Came  one  of  Our  People  that 
went  in  Comp^  with  M'.  Edmonds,  &c.  to  Meet  ye  Indians,  and 
Brought  word  yt  part  of  ye  Company  of  Indians  Lodg'd  Last  night 
at  Jn*.  Fley's,  &  ye  others  a  Little  distance  Behind ;  that  there  is 
About  40  Indians,  Men,  Women  &  Children,  wether  New  Castle  & 
Compy  be  Included  in  this  Number  I  don't  know.  Now  as  ye 
Number  yt  are  coming  is  Near  3  times  as  many  as  we  first  heard  of, 
I  thought  it  highly  Necessary  to  Advise  you  of  it  as  soon  as  Pos* 
Bible;  we  shall  Entertain  them  to-Night  as  well  as  we  can,  ft  I  shall 
do  My.best  that  nothing  be  said  te  the  Indians  of  tbeir  being 
Moved  to  one  place  or  another  till  they  hear  it  of  you  in  a  proper 
manner.  I  hope  to  See  You  here  in  ye  Morning. 
-    I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Affectionate,  Hb**  Serv*, 

TIMO.  HORSFIELD. 
Directed.— 1<i  W-.  Parsons,  Esq'.,  at  Easton. 
lndQrud,—\h  July,  1756,  Timothy  Horsfield. 
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Archibald  Kenkedt-fob  Mercaantb  to  Gov.  Morbis, 

1766. 

16th  July,  1756. 
Sir, 

The  Merchants  of  New  York  who  wou'd  fain  hope  for  Some,  if 
not  an  equal  Share  of  your  favour  with  those  of  Philadelphia, 
understanding  there  are  a  number  of  vessels  Leaden  ready  to  posh 
off  so  soon  as  the  embargoe  is  taken  off,  humbly  request  Your 
Honour  would  be  pleased  to  give  them  Such  timely  notice,  (not 
haveing  been  permitted  to  make  their  vessels  Storehouses,)  so  as 
they  may  Start  upon  an  equal  footing.  This,  I  am  desired  to 
acquaint  Your  Honour  will  be  acknowledged  as  a  particular  favour. 

I  am. 

Your  Honour's 

Most  Obedient, 

Humble  Servant, 

ARCHD.  KENNEDY. 

Indorwdj 

16  July,  1766,  M^*.  Kennedy  to  have  Notice  when  the  Embargo 
here  was  to  be  taken  off. 

Wrote  an  Answer  July  18.        • 


[P.  S.] 

July  15th,  1756. 

We  have  Just  now  heard  from  Albany,,  by  Several  Letters,  that 
Col.  Bradstreet  on  his  return  from  Oswego  was  attack^,  himself 
kiird,  one  of  the  Butlers,  and  a  great  many  more,  the  particulars 
not  yet  come  to  hand;  a  number  of  Battoes  are  seen  dayly  hovering 
near  Fort  Henry.  Cap^  Rogers  is  missing.  Gen*.  Johnson  re- 
turned in  a  bad  State  of  Health. 

*  See  page  714. 
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To  James  YouNa,  from  Captains  of   Col.  Clapham's 

Reqiment,  1756. 

The  Captains  of  Colonel  Clapbam's  Regiment  will  give  Receipts 
to  the  Commissary  for  Money  for  the  full  Payment  of  their  several 
Companys  no  longer  than  Hill  the  first  June,  for  the  following 
Reasons : 

1"^.  Making  Deduction  of  half  the  Pay  due  to  the  Men  indis- 
eriminately  &  without  Regard  to  or  Ascertaining  their  several  Re- 
spective Debts  to  the  Province  wouM  create  a  universal  uneasinesS| 
since  in  such  Case  the  Deduction  wou'd  be  the  same  yn\i€tt  the  Debts 
are  Vastly  Different^  w<^^  if  just  in  itself,  wou'd  to  People  so  little 
vers'd  in  Arithmetic  as  they  are,  appear  extreamly  unreasonable. 

2i>dt7.  By  this  Method  of  Payment,  the  security  left  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Government  is  the  same  &  infinitely  greater  satisfaction  given 
to  the  Men,  who  are  already  exasperated  for  want  of  their  Pay,  and 
Complain  at  the  same  time  that  without  knowing  the  Price  of  their 
Cloaths  they  shall  never  know  when  they  are  out  of  Debt. 

S'^.  That  the  Men  being  all  by  this  means  paid  up  to  one  Day, 
the  Stoppage  for  the  Future  on  Acc^  of  their  Cloaths  will  be  more 
equal,  &  prevent  that  Disatisfaction  w^  will  otherwise  naturally 
arise  among  People  ignorant  of  Accounts,  from  the  seeming  Ine- 
quality of  the  Deductions. 

4^.  Because  they  are  fully  Convinc'd  that  if  this  Method  is  not 
Parsu'd,  no  Punishment  ever  so  severe  can  deter  the  Men  from 
Desertion  in  great  Numbers,  and  by  that  Means  leaving  the  Works 
already  begun  imperfect,  and  doing  a  manifest  Injury  to  the  Service, 
His  their  Opinion  that  a  Deduction  of  one-third  of  the  Men's  Pay 
Monthly  wou'd  give  greater  satisfaction  to  the  Men,  &  be  jjjj^ore  con- 
sistent w""  the  good  of  the  Service. 

WiLLM.  Clapham, 

James  Burd, 

Thomas  Llo/d, 

Joseph  Shippen,  Jr. 

Patrk.  Works, 

Elisha  Saltar, 

David  Jameson, 

Nathaniel  Miles. 

Indoritd, 

15th  July,  "1756.  Reasons  Assigned  by  the  Captains  of  Col". 
Clapham's  Reg*  for  their  Refusing  to  give  Receipts  for  the  full  Pay 
of  their  Companies. 
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James  Young  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 


Sir: 


I  did  myself  tho  honor  to  write  to  you  on  my  arrival  at  Shamo- 
kin,  I  stayed  there  four  Days  in  which  time  I  was  greatly  perplexd 
how  to  act,  there  being  a  general  Dissatisfaction  amongst  the  Officers 
concerning  my  instructions  from  the  Commissioners  to  pay  them,  for 
therein  I  am  Commanded  to  Pay  the  Lien**  5-6,  and  the  Ensigns  4 
p'  Day  whereas  they  expected  7-6,  and  5-6,  I  am  likewise  Ordered 
to  pay  but  384  private  men  and  16  Serjants,  I  found  several  more 
in  the  Camp  besides  Ensign  Meirs,  with  20  men  at  Maggies  Stores, 
Ensign  Johnston  with  23  men  at  Hunters  Mill,  and  a  Serjant  with 
13  at  Harris's,  all  Order'd  there  by  Coll^  Clapham,  and  above  his 
Number  of  400.  I  therefore  did  not  pay  them,  neither  could  I 
muster  them  the  Certificates  of  Enlistment  being  dispers'd  among 
the  Officers  at  Shamokin,' these  People  are  Extremely  uneasy  for 
their  Pay. 

The  ColK  is  highly  displeased,  I  had  not  orders  to  pay  him  for  his 
Cap<*  Commission,  and  likewise  that  I  brought  him  no  money  to  pay 
the  Battoe  men,  he  talks  loudly  of  his  ill  usage,  and  threatens  to 
leave  the  Service,  and  that  he  will  go  and  join  the  Six  Nations, 
whether  they  side  with  the  English  or  French;  This  I  thought  my 
Duty  to  acquaint  your  honor  with.  I  was  informed  that  he  is  to 
Charge  the  Province  with  116  Battoo  men  at  2-6  p'  day,  at  the  same 
time  I  was  Credibly  informed  that  the  greatest  part  of  them  are  Sol- 
diers in  his  Beg*,  and  are  now  dayly  imployed  in  the  Battoes  and 
are  very  Capable  to  Work  them.  The  Officers  in  Oen*  seems  not  at 
all  pleased  under  their  Coll^  Command,  all  of  them  but  three  orfoar 
have  beii^  confined  by  him,  and  Continued  so  during  his  pleasure, 
and  released  without  Tryal  by  the  same  Authority.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  I  much  doubt  the  success  of  building  a  Fort  at  that  impor- 
tant Place  Shamokin,  under  the  present  uneasiness  of  the  Officers 
and  men,  1  was  Order'd  by  the  Commiss'  to  pay  all  the  men  up  to 
the  1**  of  July,  Deducting  half  their  pay  for  their  Clothing,  but  the 
Cap^  Kefused  to  receive  it  on  such  terms,  and  presented  me  a  paper 
setting  forth  their  reasons  of  which  I  send  you  a  Copy,  1  being  ap* 
prehensive  of  a  General  desertion,  and  considering  that  the  Province 
had  the  same  security  fof  the  Clothing  Complyed  with  their  De- 
mands, and  thereby  have  broke  my  Orders  from  the  Commis'".  I 
shall  be  Extremely  sorry  if  I  am  blamed  for  so  doing  for  nothing  but 
the  good  of  the  Service,  (and  so  I  judge  it  to  be,)  would  have  in- 
duced me  to  act  Contrary  to  my  Instructions.  The  Subalterns 
would  not  grant  me  receipts  for  their  full  pay,  but  in  part.  If  I  have 
done  wrong  1  heartily  beg  your  Pardon,  and  that  you  will  continue 
that  friendship  to  me,  I  have  already  so  Largely  Experieno'd,  and 
-^i-*!!!  ever  greatfully  acknowledge. 
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Cap<"  Loyd  was  to  sett  out  soon  after  me  for  Philad%  to  Lay  their 
Grei  ranees  before  your  Hono'. 

I  left  Shamokiu  Early  on  !Fryday  morning  in  a  Battoc,  we  Rowed 
her  down  to  Harris's  before  night  with  four  oars.  There  is  but  one 
fall  above  those-  you  saw,  not  so  bad  as  those  at  Hunters^  it  is  ab*  4 
miles  above  fort  Hallifaz. 

I  came  here  yesterday  noon  hoping  to  find  money  sent  by  the 
Gommiss'*  to  pay  the  forces  on  this  side  the  River,  as  they  Promised, 
but  as  yet  none  is  come,  neither  is  Col'  Armstrong  Come^  and  I  find 
but  16  of  his  men  here,  the  rest  are  gone  to  Shermans  Valley  to 
Protect  the  Farmers  at  their  Harvist,  so  when  the  money  comes,  I 
fihall  be  at  a  loss  for  an  Escort.  I  am  infer m'd  that  a  Number  of 
tha  men  at  the  Forts  whose  time  of  three  months  is  expired  agree- 
able to  their  Enlistments  have  left  their  Posts  and  expects  their  pay 
when  I  go  there,  this  may  be  of  bad  consequence,  &  I  heartily  wish 
there  were  none  Enlisted  for  less  than  Twelve  months^  I  am  per- 
Bwaded  the  officers  would  find  men  enough  for  that  time. 
I  am, 

with  great  Respect 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

and  most  Humble  Serv*. 

JAS.  YOUNG. 
QArlisle  IS**-  July  1756. 
To  the  Hon*^"  Governor  Morris. 

Indorsed. 

James  Young. 


Col.  Clapham  &  James  Burd  to  Gov.  Morris,  t756. 

Shamokin,  July,  IS*"*,  1756. 


r   a 


S 

I  am  desir'd  herewith  to  Transmit  to  your  Honor  the  results  of 
a  Council  held  at  the  Camp  at  Sharaokin,  July  the  13%*  in  conse- 
quence of  a  disappointment  in  the  Pay  of  ye  Subalterns,  from  w"^  it 
will  appear  to  your  Honor  that  they  think  Themselves  ill-treated  by 
the  GentlemeUi  Commissioners,  whose  Honor  they  rely'd  on  and 
several  of  whose  promises  they  recite  in  Regard  to  their  Pay,  and 
that  they  are  unanimously  determined  to  resign  their  Commissions 
on  the  20""  day  of  August  next  if  the  resplctive  Promises  &  Assu- 
rances of  the  Gentlemen  Commissioners  on  that  Head  are  not  fully 
Comply'd  with  before  that  time. 

*  See  page  700. 
30* 


706  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHTVBS  1766. 

I  farther  beg  leave  to  address  yonr  Honor  w^  a  Complaint  in  be- 
half of  mjself,  and  the  other  Captains  and  Officers  of  this  Regiment. 
I  had  the  Honoar  to  receive  from  you^.S''.,  a  Commission  as  Captain 
in  the  Regiment  under  my  Command,  dated  March  the  29^,  for 
which  the  uentlemen  Commissioners,  notwithstanding  it  was  repre- 
sented to  them,  have  been  pleas'd  to  withhold  my  pay  and  Assigned 
as  a  Reason  that  a  man  can  execute  but  one  Office  at  a  time,  and 
ought  to  devote  his  whole  service  to  it,  which  is  not  only  an  unjust 
remark  but  affronting  to  all  Gentlemen  who  have  the  Honor  to  hold 
directly  from  his  Majesty  or  from  any  of  his  Majesty's  Officers  more 
than  one  Commission  at  the  same  time,  by  supposing  them  Deficient 
in  some  Part  of  their  Duty,  and  is  virtually  an  invective  against  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain  itself.  They  have  likewise  been 
pleas'd  to  deal  with  Major  Bard  upon  the  same  principles  and  have 
paid  him  only  as  a  Captain,  which  must  be  confessed  is  a  very  con- 
cise method  of  reducing  without  the  Sentence  or  even  the  Sanction 
of  a  Court  Martial. 

The  several  Captains  think  themselves  affronted  by  the  Commissi 
Instructions  to  the  Commissary  to  pay  but  two  Serjeants  and  forty- 
eight  Private  Men  in  each  Company,  notwithstanding  two  Corpor^ 
and  one  Drummer  were  appointed  in  each  Company  by  your  Honor's 
express  Command,  this  instruction  appears  to  them  also  as  a 
Comtempt  of  your  Honor's  Orders,  and  ha:ve  accordingly  paid  these 
non-commissioned  officers  out  of  their  own  Pockets. 

I  enter'd  into  this  Service  at  the  Solicitation  of  some  of  the  Gren- 
tlemen  Commissioners,  in  Dependance  on  Premisses,  which  they 
have  never  performed,  and  have  acted  ever  since  not  only  in  two 
Capacities  but  in  twenty,  having  besides  the  Duties  of  my  Commis- 
sions as  Co^  &  Captain  been  oblig'd  to  Discharge  those  of  an  Engi- 
neer and  Overseer  at  the  same  time,  and  undergone  in  the  Service 
incredible  Fatigues  without  Materials  and  without  thanks.  But 
as  I  am  to  be  paid  only  as  a  CqI*  I  intend  while  I  remain  in  this 
Service  only  to  fullfil  the  Duties  of  that  Commission,  which  never 
was  yet  supposed  to  include  building  Forts  and  ten  thousand  other 
Services  which  I  have  performed,  so  that  the  Gentlemen  Commis- 
sioners have  only  to  send  Engineers,  Pioneers  and  other  Labourers, 
w"*  the  necessary  Teams  and  Utensils,  while  I,  as  Col*,  preside  over 
the  Works,  see  that  your  Honor's  orders  are  punctually  executed, 
&  only  Defend  the  Persons  engag'd  in  the  Execution  of  them.  In 
pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  your  Honor  and  the  Gentlemen  Com- 
missioners to  allow  me  an  Aid-de-Camp,  who  was  to .  be  paid  as  a 
Supernumarary  Cap*  in  the  Regiment;  I  accordingly  appointed Cap^ 
IJoyd  as  my  Aid-de-Cajnp  on  April  2»*,  1756,  who  has  ever  since 
acted  as  such  in  the  most  Fatiguing  and  disagreeable  Service  on 
Earth  and  received  only  Captain's  Pay. 

Your  Honor  was  pleased  to  appoint  Lieu^  Clayton  Adjutant  to  the 
Regiment  under  my  Command  by  a  Commission,  bearing  date  the 
24^"  day  of  May,  1756,  but  the-Gentlcmcn  Commiss"  have,  in  Defi- 
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ance  of  all  known  rules,  resolved  that  an  Officer  can  Discharge  bat 
one  duty  in  a  day,  and  have  paid  him  only  as  a  Lieutenant.  Im- 
powered  by  your  Honor's  orders,  and  in  Compliance  with  the  Exi- 
gencies of  the  Services,  I  hir'd  a  number  of  Battoe  men  at  2-6  ^ 
day,  as  will  appear  by  the  return  made  herewith  to  your  Honor,  and 
upon  demanding  from  the  Paymaster  General  money  for  the  Pay- 
ment of  the  respective  Ballances  due  to  them,  was  surprized  to  find 
that  the  Commissi  had  by  their  Instructions  restrain*  him  from 
Paying  any  incidental  Charges  whatever^  as  thinking  them  properly 
Cognizable  only  by  themselves. 

'^Tis  extremely  Cruel,  S",  and  unjust  to  the  last  decree  That  men 
who  chearfully  ventured  their  lives  in  the  most  dangerous  and 
Fatiguing  services  of  their  Country,  who  have  numerous  Families 
dependant  on  their  Labour,  and  who  have  many  of  them  while  they 
were  engaged  in  that  Service,  suffer'd  more  from  the  neglect  of 
their  Farms  and  Crops  at  home  than  the  Value  of  their  whole  pay. 
In  short,  whose  Affairs  are  ruined  by  the  Services  done  their  Coun- 
try should  some  of  them  receive  no -Pay  at  all  for  those  Services,  if 
this  is  the  case  I  plainly  peroeiveHhat  ijl  Service  is  at  an  end,  and 
foresee  that  whoever  has  the  Command  of  this  Garrison  will  inevit- 
ably be  Obliged  to  Abandon  his  Post  very  shortly  for  want  of  a 
Suply  of  Provisions.  Your  Hon'  will  not  be  surprized  to  hear  that 
in  a  Government  where  its  Servants  are  so  well  rewarded  I  have  but 
one  Team  of  Draught  Horses,  which,  according  to  the  Commissioners 
remark,  can  but  do  the  Business  of  one  Team  in  a  day  from  whence 
yon  will  easily  Judge  that  the  Works  must  proceed  very  slowly  and 
the  Expence  in  the  end  be  proportionable. 

Permit  me,  S',  in  the  most  grateful  manner  to  thank  your  Hon' 
For  the  Favour  conferred  on  me  and  on  the  Regiment  under  my 
Command  which  I  am  sensible  were  meant  as  well  in  Friendship  to 
the  Province  as  myself.  I  have  executed  the  trust  Reposed  in  me 
w'^  all  Possible  Fidelty  and  to  the  best  of  my  Knowledge,  but  my 
endeavours  as  well  as  those  of  every  other  Officer  in  the  Service 
have  met  with  so  ungenerous  a  Return  so  contracted  a  Reward  that 
we  can  no  longer  serve  with  any  Pleasure  on  such  terms.  And  if 
we  are  not  for  the  Future  to  receive  from  your  Hon'  our  Orders,  our 
Supplys  and  our  Pay  beg  Leave  unanimously  to  resign  on  the 
Twentieth  of  Au^st  next,  &  will  abandon  the  Post  accordingly  at 
that  time,  in  which  Case  I  would  recommend  it  to  the  Gentlemen 
Commissioners  to  take  great  Care  to  prevent  that  universal  Deser- 
tion of  the  men  which  will  otherwise  certainly  ensue. 

Thus  much  I  thought  it  necessary  to  say  in  my  own  Vindication, 
and  I  am  besides  by  the  rest  of  the  Gentlemen  requested  to  add, 
that  they  have  still  further  cause  of  Complaint  from  a  Quarter 
where  they  little  expected  it,  &  are  Conscious  to  themselves  they 
never  deserved  it,  esteeming  much  lighter  their  Treatment  from  the 
other  Gentlemen  Commissioners  in  regard  to  their  Pay  than  the  un- 
generous Reflections  of  one  of  those  Gentlemen  on  the  Conduct 
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an  Expedition  whicb  it  too  plainly  appears  it  was  never  his  Study  to 
Promote,  and  will  Appeal  to  their  Country  &  to  your  Honor  for  y* 
Justice  of  their  Conduct  in  the  present  Step. 

'Tis  w^  utmost  concern  &  Reluctance  that  the  Gentlemen  of  this 
Regiment  see  themselves  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  this  Declaration 
and  assure  your  Hon'  that  nothing  but  such  a  Continued  scries  of 
Discouragements  could  have  ever  extorted  it  from  those  who  hope 
that  they  have  not  used  any  Expressions  inconsistent  w^  that  high 
Regard  they  have  for  your  Honor,  and  beg  leave  with  me  to  Sub- 
scribe themselves, 

Your  Honor's 

Most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

.    WILL'M  CLAPflAM, 
JAMES  15U1U). 

Thomas  Lloyd,  * 
Joseph  Shippen,  jr., 
Pate'k  Work, 
Elisha  Saltar, 
David  Jameson,   . 
Nathaniel  Miles. 

Indorsed. 

July  18th,  1756.     Wm.  Clapham  &  James  Burd. 


Sklbctmbn  of  Boston  to  Gov.  M,  1756. 

'    Boston,  July  29, 1716. 
Sir, 

As  provisions  are  much  wanted  in  this  Town,  and  as  supplies  are 
withheld  from  us  by  the  restraint  laid  on  the  exportation  of  Flour 
from  Philadelphia,  wo  take  the  liberty  of  applying  to  your  Honor  to 
desire  you  would  be  pleased  to  permitt  the  Brig  Prince  Qeo.,  Caleb 
Prince,  Master,  w**»one  or  two  more  Vessels  w*^  we  are  informed  are 
loaded  with  Flour,  &  wait  only  your  Honors  permission  to  depart  to 
sail  for  this  Port  w*^  their  Cargo's.  As  this  will  be  a  benefit  to  his 
Majesty's  Subjects  here,  and  no  detriment  to  y'  General  Cause  of  the 
Colonies,  we  hope  your  Honor  will  grant  us  this  Favour,  &  thereby 
Oblige, 

Your  Honors  most  Humb.  Serv*. 

Saml.  Grant, 
Jno.  Jackson, 
Thomas  Cushino, 
John  Scollay, 
Tflos.  Hill. 

Selectmen  of  Boston. 
His  Honor  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqr. 
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Directum. 


To  the  Hon.  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqr.,  Lieutenant  Gov.  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  Philadelphia. 

Indor$€d, 

Boston,  July  19*^,  1756.    That  Gov.  Morris  would  suffer  some 
Vessels  to  sail  for  that  Port  with  Flower. 


PbTITKJN     of    MbBCHANTS    &0.,     op    PfllLADA.    TO    GoV. 

Morris,  1766. 

To  the  Hon.  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqr.,  Lieutenant  Governor,  & 
Commander  in  chief,  in  &  over,  The  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  & 
Counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent,  &  Sussex. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Merchants,  Owners,  &  Masters  of  Ves- 
sels, Trading  to  his  Majesty's  Islands  &  Colonics  in  the  West 
Indies,  &c. 

Sheweth. 

That  your  petitioners,  presuming  that  the  Embargo  laid  here,  the 
20^^  day  of  May,  on  all  Vessels  Loaded  with  provisions,  for  the 
places  above  mentioned,  wou'd  terminate  at  the  Expiration  of  the 
lime,  that  an  Embargo  was  also  Laid  on,  by^the  Government  of 
Newcastle,  Kent,  &  Sussex,  Vizt.  on  the  Seventh  of  this  Instant, 
July  'y  Have,  in  Consequence  thereof,  Loaded  their  Several  Vessels, 
as  usual  in  Time  of  free  Trade.  And  finding,  upon  Application  at 
the  Custom  house,  for  the  necessary  Clearances,  &c.,  That  Your 
Honor  had  thought  proper,  (on  your  going  to  meet  the  Lower  County 
Assembly,  whom  you  had  Call'd  together,)  to  Leave  Instructions 
with  the  Collector  here,  not  to  Clear,  or  permit  any  Vessels  to  Sail, 
that  were  Loaded  with  provisions ;  And,  as  we  since  Learn,  that  the 
Government  of  Newcastle,  Kent,  &  Sussex,  have  extended  their  Em- 
bargo'till  the  Twentieth  Instant;  And  Conditionally,  so  much  longer, 
as  shall  be  thought  necessary  by  this  Government.  We  take  the 
Liberty,  humbly,  to  Represent  to  your  Honor,  the  great  Loss  that 
will  be  Sustained  I  Not  only  by  the  proprietors  of  the  provisions  on 
board,  which  your  Honor  need  not  be  informed  are  of  a  perishable 
Nature,  especially  at  this  Season  of  the  Year,  But,  will  also  be  se- 
verely Felt  by  the  Trading  part  of  this  Province,  in  case  the  Embargo 
sho'.  be  continued  Longer  than  the  said  Twentieth  Instant  I  As  a 
general  Stagnation  of  all  Business  must  Ensue,  Besides  the  actual 
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Loss  of  so  much  Money,  &  the  Gircalation  thereof,  to  this  Proviiiee ; 
as  the  amount  of  the  said  provisions,  as  well  as  the  particular  Loss 
to  the  present  proprietors  of  them,  &  of  the  Vessels  that  are  so  laden, 
which  are  Lying  here,  at  a  great  Ezpence  to  the  Owners,  many  of 
whom  are  young  Tradesmen,  &  will  scarce  be  able  to  Support  such 
heavy  Losses.  But,  Notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  above  Re- 
cited, We  wou'd  not  have  presumed  to  have  Troubled  your  Honor 
with  a  petition  of  this  Nature,  Were  ^e  fully  assured  that  it  was  ab- 
solutely Necessary  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  that  the  Embargo  sho*. 
be  Continued;  And,  That  this  Province  was  upon  an  equal  footing 
in  such  Cases,  with  the  other  Colonies  to  the  Northward  k  South- 
ward of  us.  But,  as  to  the  former.  We  humbly  Conceive  that  a  Con- 
tinuance of  the  Embargo  at  present,  will  rather  iTend  to  the  distress 
of  his  Majesty's  Subjects  in  the  West  Indies,  Whom  we  apprehend, 
Must,  by  this  Time,  be  in  want  of  Provisions.  And  as  th^  is  the 
highest  probability  That  War  is  Proclaimed  at  home.  Our  Vessels 
will  Consequently  Bun  a  much  greater  Bisque  of  being  taken,  when 
the  Enemies  Privateers  are  abroad,  Than  if  they  were  permitted  to 
Sail,  while  they  have  a  prospect  of  getting  out,  before  the  French 
Privateers  Invest  those  Seas.'  And  as  to  the  Latter,  it  is  well  known 
that  Boston  has  little  or  no  Provisions  to  Export,  except  Fish,  which 
is  not  prohibited  in  their  Embargo,  altho'  it  is  the  Staple  Com- 
modity of  the  place.  And,  with  regard  to  New  York,  Great  part 
of  their  provisions  is  taken  off  by  the  Army,  Besides  the  Liberty 
Granted  to  Vessels  trading  to  the  Bay,  who  are  allowed  a  Certain 
Quantity.  But  a  still  greater  disadvantage  to  this  Province  is,  that 
if  the  Embargo  is  Continued  here,  till  it  is  Certainly  known  to  be 
taken  off  at  New  York ;  by  that  Time,  our  Vessels  can  get  dear'd 
afterwards,  &  reach  the  Capes ;  Those  from  New  York  will  probably 
have  made  half  their  passage,  &  Consequently  take  the  best  of  the 
Markets  from  us.  And  as  to  the  Southern  Colonies,  Virginia  & 
Maryland,  have  no  Embargo  as  yet.  So  That  Pennsylvania  is  the  only 
Province  that  Suffers  by  the  Embargo,  in  its  full  Extent;  and  if 
Continued  as  Long  as  the  policy  of  the  Northern  Colonies  shall  find 
it  their  Interests  to  do  it.  Must  in  Time,  be  the  utter  Buin  of  the 
Trade  of  this  Province.  Therefore,  We  humbly  hope  your  Honor 
will  Take  into  Consideration,  Our  present  distressed  Situation,  so  as 
to  permit  Those  Vessels  at  least,  that  ore  already  Laden  to  Depart ; 
We  promising  on  our  parts,  That  we  will  not  only  Take  all  the  ne- 
cessary precautions  in  our  Power,  to  Prevent  the  Enemies  of  our 
Sovereign  ft  his  Liege  Subjects,  from  getting  any  of  the  said  provi- 
sions into  their  possession.  But  will  also  make  the  Strongest  Re- 
monstrances to  our  Correspondents  in  the  West  Indies,  to  induce 
them  to  do  the  Same.  Not  doubting  from  Your  Honors  benevolent 
&  humane  disposition,  but  you  will  apply  such  further  Remedies, 
as  the  good  of  this  Province  &  the  preservation  of  its  Trade,  in  the 
present  Emergency  Requires.      In  the  full  hopes  of  which,  We 
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humblj  Rely  on  your  Honors  known  Wisdom  &  Pmdence  for  Re- 
dress.  And,  your  Petitioners^  as  in  Duty  bound,  will  ever  Pray,  &o. 

Keese  Merideth,  Thos.  McJanett,  &  Co., 

Saml.  Neave,  Magnus  Watson, 

Eearnt  &  Gilbert,  Arohd.  Stewart, 

Alex.  Lunan,  Wm.  Corry,  , 

Jas.  Harvey,  High.  Smith. 
Charles  &  Alex.  Stedman,      Saml.  Greene, 

Hen.  Harrison^  Robt.  Wall, 

Walter  Shee,  Thomas  Riche, 
Daniel  Curry,                     ^     Sam,  Purviance, 

Joseph  Greenway,  Hen.  All.  McDougal, 

Nathaniel  Donnell,  James  McCulloch, 

Wm.  Freeman,  Pat.  Choke,  * 

Hoses  Sankin,  John  Darke, 
Anthony  Stocker^ 

Indorsed, 

Petition  from  sundry  merchants,  That  the  Embargo  might  be 
taken  off,  and  their  Vessels  permitted  to  go.  Received  July  19, 
1756.  Told  the  petitioners  the  reasons  of  the  Embargo,  that  they 
loaded  their  vessels  in  their  own  wrong,  as  I  had  given  out  that  the 
Embargo  would  be  continued,  &  had  they  applied  to  mo,  they 
would  have  been  informed  of  it  as  others  that  applied  were. 


Qov.  Morris  to  Gov.  Dinwiddie,  1756. 
Sir, 

M'.  Nelson  deliver'd  me  your  Favour  of  the  28th  June,  in  which 
was  the  printed  Treaty  concluded  by  your  Commissioners  with  the 
Nations  of  the  Catawba  and  Cherokee  Indians.  The  Catawbas  are, 
I  believe,  our  sincere  &  hearty  Friends,  and  will  perform  their 
Engagements  if  not  involved  in  a  War  with  the  Cherokees.  I  sus- 
pect the  Shawonese,  who  are  a  subtalo  &  politick  Nation,  have  em- 
ployed their  Artifices  with  the  Cherokees  &  brought  about  this  dif- 
ference you  mention,  the  better  to  carry  their  own  Points  against  us. 
I  have  been  inform'd  by  M'.  Croghan  that  some  of  the  upper  Chero- 
kees had  lately  been  brought  to  the  Ohio  by  a  Party  of  the  Six 
Nations  yt  went  to  war  against  the  Catawbas  or  some  other  Southern 
Nations^  and  at  the  Instance  of  the  Shawonese  they  were  placed  not 
far  from  the  Lower  Shawonese  Town,  and  are  now  closely  connected 
w^^  the^  Shawonese. 

Several  Prisoners  who  have  made  their  Escape  from  Kittannin 
&  other  places,  say  expressly  that  the  Delawares  expect  to  be  join'd 
by  the  Cherokees,  having  sent  Messengers  to  them  in  the  Winter, 
&  recieved  promises  from  them. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VII.  p.  208. 
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S'  W".  Littleton  will  no  doubt  do  every  thing  he  can  to  eng^ 
the  Southern  Indians,  and  aa  he  is  likolj  to  render  bimselfe  agreable 
to  the  other  Branches. of  the  Legislature  &  to  ye  Body  of  the  people, 
he  will  I  hope  have  good  Success  in  bringing  them  to  act  on  th  e 
offensivo  against  the  French,  both  in  conjunntion  w^  our  Armies 
and  in  separate  Parties. 

The  only  thing  yt  can  entirely  be  depended  upon  as  a  certain 
Proof  of  the  sincere  attach  ment  of  the  Indians,  is  when  they  consent 
to  go  in  Scalping  Parties  against  the  Enemy,  and  will  fall  upon  the 
Soldiers  of  their  Forts  as  they  pass  &  repass,  in  the  same  manner 
the  French  Indians  are  got  to  act  against  us,  till  those  who  profess 
Friendship  for  us  &  take  our  Presents  shall  do  this,  they  are  not 
hearty  in  our  Interest,  bat  lye  by  to  see  the  Events  of  every  year, 
&  will  take  their  Measures  accordingly. 

I  am  cleat  with  you  in  Opinion  that  an  Expedition  ought  to  have 
been  carried  on  by  the  three  Provinces  at  least  ag*  the  Indian  Towns 
on  the  Ohio,  if  not  ag^  Fort  Duqnesne,  &  that  w*"  successful  or  no  it 
wou'd  have  hinder'd  the  French  and  ye  Indians  from  strengthening 
themselves  in  other  places,  but  when  it  comes  to  be  considered  yt  in 
this  Province  &  in  Maryland  the  Sums  requisite  for  ye  Defence  of 
the  Frontiers  were  with  difficulty  raised,  &  yt  the  differences  w^ 
occasion'd  this  Difficulty  are  still  kept  up,  &  popular  Glamor  rather 
encreasing  than  otherwise  in  both  Colonies,  an  Union  is  not  to  be 
expected,  nor  that  Supplys  sufficient  for  such  an  Expedition  will  be 
raised  out  of  a  Joint  Stock. 

Messengers  returned  last  night,  &  have  brought  w*^  them  ye  Dela- 
ware King  &  40  others*  w^^  whom  I  hope  to  establish  an  Accommo- 
dation and  break  ye  Confederacy.  I  will  send  you  ye  Minutes  of 
ye  Treaty,  w'^  will  I  hope  be  final  &  prove  an  alteration  much  to 
ye  general  advantage. 

I  believe  if  the  New  Oovernor  &  Assembly  shall  agree  about  ye 
Mode  of  taxing  the  Proprietary  Settle",  yt  they  may  be  brought  to 
give  handsomely  for  an  Expedition  ag^  ye  Ohio,  and  if  the  Oerman 
Officers  raise  their  four  Battalions  there  may  be  spared  a  large  Body 
of  regulars  to  support  the  Provincial  forces. 

A  Fort  is  now  building  at  Shamokin  by  Coll.  Clapham,  who  has 
500  Men  with  him,  &  I  am  in  hopes  that  ye  Sasquabannah  Indians 
who  are  coming  over  to  us  will  take  refuge  there,  &  as  they  can  be 
provided  w*^  all  necessaries  they  may  thereby  be  kept  true  to  us,  & 
perhaps  engaged  to  fight  ag^  our  Enemies.  I  have  for  some  time 
been  in  treaty  w^  the  Chie&  of  the  Shawoncse  &  Delawarea  on  ye 
Sasquabannah. 

I  expect  a  Successor  every  day,  M'.  Pownal  it  seems  made  Objec- 
tions to  coming  under  Prop'ry  Instructions,  tho'  they  were  previously 
shewn  to  &  approved  by  His  Nation,  Lord  Halifax,  M'.  Fox  &  Lord 
Loudon  and  as  M^  Penn,  nor  no  person  whatever  in  his  Station 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VII.  p.  204. 
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wou'd  leaTe  a  Deputy  at  large,  the  matter  soon  ended  as  to  M'. 
Pownal,  &  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  was  so  good  as  to  recommend 
M'.  Dennji  a  Gentleman  of  the  Army,  not  known  to  any  here,  but 
said  to  be  of  good  character  &  polite  Address. 

The  state  of  the  Army  &  the  Politicks  at  New  York,  M'.  Nelson 
seems  well  acquainted  w%  &  to  him  I  can  refer  you  for  what  is 
public. 

General  Shirley  is  hastening  to  England  on  the  Invitation  of  tho 
Ministry,  who  have  paid  him  many  just  Compl^ents,  &  express 
an  hearty  regard  for  him,  &  say  they  will  stand  in  need  of  his  Coun- 
cils and  Advice,  &  therefore  think  it  necessary  he  shou'd  hasten  to 
England  to  be  ready  to  assist  them  in  their  ffuture  Consultations  on 
ye  affairs  of  America. 

Indorsed. 

'      '—  ■ 

Dft.  Governor  Morris  to  Gov.  Dinwiddic,  20  July,  1756. 


Timothy  Horbpibld  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Bethlehem,  July  21, 1756. 
May  it  Please  Your  Honour, 

The  Indians  from  whome  the  Inclosed  Information  Come,  Stopt 
a  day  or  two  here  in  their  Way  to  Easton,  and  Jo  Pceby  Still  Living 
here,  being  well  acquainted  with  them,  had  much  discorse  with  them, 
and  Communicated  the  contents  to  one  of  Our  Brethren  from  whome 
I  have  it. 

As  I  conceive  it  contains  Matters  of  great  Importance,  I  there- 
fore Send  it  Immeadietly  to  Your  Honour.  But  hearing  to-day 
from  several  People  that  your  Honour  was  gone  a  Journey  in  the 
Country,  Was  Doubtful!  this  might  not  Come  soon  to  band,  have 
Therefore  this  morniDg  Sent  an  Express  with  a  Coppy  of  this 
Information  to  the  Governor  of  New  York. 

I  am  your  Honour's 

Most  Obed'  Humble  Serv^, 

TIMO.  nORSPIELD. 

Directed, 

To  the  Honourable  Rob*.  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Governour  of 
Pensylvania. 

Indorst  d, 

21  July,  1756,  Horsfield  with  Indian  Intelligence. 
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Arcu'd  Kennedy  to  Gov.  Morkis,  1756. 

New  York,  July  22d,  1756. 
Sir, 

By  bis  Excellency,  Sir  Charles  Hardy's  orders^  who  left  this 
place  for  Albany  on  the  11th  Instant,  I  am  directed  to  transmit 
the  enclosed  in  hopes  it  may  induce  our  Neighbours  to  enter  into 
the  like  measures  so  essentially  necessary  at  this  time  for  the  publick 
Service. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient^ 

humble  Senrant, 

AltCH'D  KENNEDY. 

Governor  Morris. 

Indorsed.— July  22d,  1756,  Arch'd  Kennedy. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Wm.  Parsons,  1766. 

Sir, 

Since  M'.  Peter's  letter  to  you,  I  have  found  it  necessary  to 
change  the  place  of  treating  with  the  Indians,  from  Easton  to  Beth- 
lehem, which  by  this  Express  I  notifie  to  M'.  Spangenberg,  and  if 
you  have  made  any  Provision  of  Victuals  or  Liquors,  you  will  tran- 
sport them  to  Bethlehem,  with  such  Live  Stock  as  you  can  conve* 
niently  get  together,  and  any  expence  you  have  been  at  in  oonse- 
quence  of  my  former  orders  shall  be  repaid. 

I  have  given  orders  to  Coll.  Weiser  to  call  together  such  detach- 
ments of  the  several  Companys  on  the  frontiers,  as  could  safely  be 
spared,  to  attend  this  meeting  of  the  Indians,  where  it  is  quite  ne- 
cessary to  have  a  good  number  of  troops,  but  as  Coll"*.  Weisers  dis- 
tance may  occasion  his  orders  being  too  late,  I  think  it  necessary 
that  you  should,  on  this  occasion,  draw  together  such  force  from  the 
several  G^isons  near  Bethlehem,  as  they  can  safely  spare,  under 
the  command  of  the  gentleman  like  officers,  taking  care  in  the  or- 
ders you  send,  in  pursuance  of  this  letter,  to  direct  that  in  case  they 
have  recieved  Coll.  Weisers  orders,  they  are  to  obey  them  as  to  the 
numbers  to  be  detached,  and  the  officers  to  command  them ;  But 
you  are  to  signifie  to  them,  that  it  is  my  order  that  they  march  to 
Bethlehem  instead  of  Easton. 

You  are  to  move  to  Bethlehem  with  the  town  guard  of  Easton 
immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this,  where  you  are  to  escort  Tede- 
cuscnng,  and  the  other  Indians,  who  I  am  informed  are  now  at  Eas- 
'-^n;  and  you  ara  to  deliver,  in  my  name,  the  Inclosed  Message  to 
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the  King  in  answer  to  his^  and  notifying  Bethlehem  to  be  the  place 
of  meeting. 

Indorsed. 

Draft  to  Major  Parsonsi  at  EostoOi  July  22^  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Rev.  Mr.  Spanoenbbro,  1756, 

Philad-,  22  July,  1756. 
Sir, 

I  sent  an  Express  this  Morning  to  Major  Parsonsi  to  acquaint  him 
that  I  should  set  out  to  morrow  morning  for  Easton,  in  order  to  treat 
with  Teedyascang,  and  the  Indians  from  Diahoga,  but  on  communi- 
cating this  to  the  Council,  many  Reasons  were  offered,  which  con- 
Tinced  me  that  Easton  will  by  no  means  be  a  proper  place,  I  there- 
fore find  myself  laid  under  the  necessity  of  countermanding  my  or- 
ders to  M'.  Parsons,  and  of  appointing  the  Treaty  to  be  held  at 
Bethlehem,  and  therefore  request  the  favour  of  you  an-<  the  Breth- 
ren to  afford  me  and  my  Attendance  what  Accommodauons  are  in 
your  power,  which  I  do  not  mean  shall  be  attended  w^**  any  expence 
to  you. 

The  good  work  y*  calls  me  to  Bethlehem  at  this  time,  which  I  am 
very  sensible  you  desire  most  ardently  to  see  brought  to  an 
happy  Issue,  will  plead  my  Excuse  for  the  Trouble  it  will  give  the 
Brethren. 

I  propose  to  set  out  to  morrow  and  to  reach  you  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, W'*  I  imagine  will  hardly  be  before  Saturday  morning. 

I  have  ordered  Major  Parsons  to  move  to  Bethlehem  w***  the  In- 
dians, under  an  escort  of  Troops,  and  ehoud  they  come  before  me,  I 
must  desire  you  will  give  them  a  good  Reception. 

Indorsed. 

Draft  to  the  Rev^  M'.  Spangenberg,  at  Bethlehem. 
July  22,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Gen.  Shirley,  1756. 

July  22-,  1756. 
Pear  Sir, 

I  had  uot  time  to  write  you  by  the  last  post,  and  now  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  two  letters,  that  by  the  former  post  I  laid 
before  the  Assembly,  and  in  several  private  conversations  with  some 
of  the  members  have  pointed  out  your  services  to  the  Continent, 
both  before  &  since  they  had  that  letter,  which  I  thought  would 
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have  better  effects  than  any  thing  I  could  say  in  a  pabliek  message, 
and  what  they  do  will  have  the  more  weight,  coming  unasked  and  of 
their  own  accord.  I  hear  they  intend  to  give  you  thanks  for  your 
aervices  in  some  shape  or  other,  but  have  not  yet  learnt  the  manner. 

The  Information  I  can  give  L''  London  will  in  great  measure  be 

snpplyd  by  M'.  F ,  who  waits  at  New  York  on  purpose,  and 

being  connected  with  Pownal,  will  have  all  the  credit  he  can  desire. 
I  know  not  what  part  L'  Louden  may  act,  but  to  me  it  seems  very 
impolitick  to  countenance,  in  any  shape,  a  man  that  has  in  so  re- 
markable a  manner  obstructed  the  Kings  affairs,  and  gone  such 
•lengths  to  embody  the  Germans  here  against  the  Crown,  by  making 
them  believe  there  was  a  fixd  design  to  enslave  and  reduce  them  to 
a  state  of  vasselage,  worse  than  what  they  fled  from  in  their  own 
Country.  The  Post  office,  I  believe,  have  given  him  to  understand 
that  his  conduct  is  disapproved  of,  which  in  my  mind  was  paying 
him  too  high  a  Complim^,  and  I  suppose  he  and  P are  to  con- 
trive some  way  of  reinstating  him  in  their  favour,  and  possibly  the 
Earl  may  be  drawn  into  the  measure. 

I  intended  setting  off  at  this  day  to  pay  my  compliments  to  yon^ 
But  some  Messengers  Employ'd  by  me  to  the  Indians  upon  the  Sas- 
quahana  are  returned,  and  have  brought  with  them  as  far  as  Betble- 
hem  the  King  of  the  Delawares,  and  a  great  number  of  his  nation 
who  are  ready  to  enter  into  their  former  alliance  with  us,  and  I  am 
under  a  necessity  of  going  to  meet  them  before  I  do  any  thing  else, 
as  so  favourable  a  disposition  in  those  people  should  not  be  neglect- 
ed ^  from  the  treaty  I  shall  proceed  to  New  York,  as  Easton,  the 
place  of  meeting,  is  about  fifty  mile  on  my  way,  and  upon  notice  of 
It*  Loudens  arrival  I  intend  to  leave  the  treaty  to  Commissioners, 
and  set  off  immediately  in  about  six  hours..  I  take  Horse  for 
Easton.'*' 

Indorsed, 
Df  to  General  Shirley.    July  22»*,  1756. 


James  Young  to : ,  1766. 

Carlisle,  22*  July,  1756. 
Sir : 

By  the  Winchester  Post  we  have  Advice  that  the  20th  Inst,  in 
the  morning,  a  party  of  Indians  Surpriz'd  two  of  Cap^  Steels  men 
as  they  were  Guarding  some  BeaperS|  4  miles  on  this  side  Wke- 
dowels  mill }  they  killd  and  scalp'd  one,  the  other  they  carried  off, 
the  Reapers  made  their  £soape ;  also,  that  one  of  the  Soldiers  from 
M'bdowels  Mill  that  went  with  two  Women  to  the  Spring  for  some 

*  See  the  Minutes  of  theCoancilat  Easton,  in  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  Tit,  pp. 
204r-2:J0. 
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water  is  missingi  the  Women  got  in  safe  to  the  forty  and  allmost  at 
the  same  time  a  man  and  a  woman  were  scalp'd,  a  few  miles  on  the 
other  side  of  the  mill.  And  Yesterday  morning,  Eight  Indians  came 
to  the  house  of  Jacob  Peeble,  near  the  great  Spring  and  M'ckluers 
Gapp,  about  10  miles  from  this  place,  on  this  side  the  monntain, 
they  Killed  an  Old  Woman  and  carried  off  two  Ohildren,  and  an 
old  man  is  missing ;  they  pursued  a  boy  who  was  on  horse  back  a 
long  way,  but  he  Escap'd ;  their  were  some  people  Reaping  at  a 
small  Distance  from  the  house,  but  knew  nothing  of  what  was  doing 
at  home,  for  t)ie  Indians  did  not  fire  a  Gun,  they  carried  off  all 
the  Clothes  and  bedding  that  was  in  the  house ;  a  party  went  from 
this  town  to  bury  the  Dead,  and  are  retnrn'd  again,  they  inform  me 
that  the  Country  People  are  all  leaving  their  houses  to  come  down, 
as  there  is  great  reason  to  fear  many  more  Indians  will  soon  be 
among  them.  The  money  which  the  Commissioners  were  to  send 
is  not  yet  Come,  nor  is  ColK  Armstrong,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  what 
to  do  when  it  does  Come,  as  no  doubt  there  are  Several  parties  of 
Indians  within  our  Forts,  and  we  have  only  a  small  Party  of  men  in 
Each  Fort,  the  others  being  all  sCatter'd  in  small  parties,  at  a  Con- 
siderable distance  from  Each  other,  to  Protect  the  Country  People 
at  Harvest;  So  it  will  be  impossible  to  Collect  the  men  together  to 
Muster  them  without  greatly  Distressing  the  Country  People,  and 
Disapoint  them  of  Heaping  their  Grain,  for  they  will  all  leave  it 
if  the  men  are  taken  from  them,  neither  can  I  be  Soplyed  with  pro- 
per Escorts  from  the  Forts  without  leaving  them  Empty ;  I  shall, 
therefor,  be  Glad  to  have  your  Honors  further  Orders  Whither  I 
shall  proceed  in  the  best  manner  I  can,  or  when  the  money  Comes 
to  leave  it  in  Charge  of  Coll**.  Armstrong  or  M^  John  Smith,  with 
Orders  to  pay  the  Several  Cap%  or  any  of  their  Officers,  as  an  op- 
portunity may  o£fer,  any  sum  that  will  not  Exceed  the  pay  for  their 
respective  Companys,  to  the  1*^  of  July,  ab'  £250  for  Each  Comp^, 
more  or  less,  accoiding  as  their  accounts  stands  which  I  have  with 
me,  and  I  may  Muster  the  men  and  settle  their  ace**  the  next  time 
I  come  up,  when  the  Harvest  will  be  over. 

0ap*«*  Potter  was  here  yesterday,  I  paid  him  J^IOO  of  the  money 

I  had  left  from  Col^  Claphams  Keg^,  in  Case  I  should  not  get  up  to 
him. 

Leiu"'  Callender  came  here  last  night  with  20  of  his  men,  he  left 

II  in  Shermans  Valley  to  protect  the  Reapers }  he  with  Cap*"  Arm- 
strong and  40  men,  have  been  on  a  Scout  as  far  as  Shamokin,  fhom 
thence  they  went  50  miles  due  West,  and  then  down  to  Patersons  Fort, 
but  saw  no  Enemy,  he  informs  me  that  last  Monday  two  Indian  Squas 
that  were  at  Fort  Sherley  went  off  with  one  of  our  men,  a  fellow 
that  had  formerly  been  an  Indian  trader;  the  Squas  are  the  Daught- 
ers of  the  Indian  half  king  that  was  kill'd  last  winter.  I  fear  that 
fellow  may  be  of  bad  Consequence  to  us,  as  he  knows  our  Situation 
well.  I  have  Endeavourd  to'put  this  Large  Fort  in  the  Best  poster 
of  Defence  I  can,  but  am  sorry  to  say  the  People  of  this  town  o*'"" 
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not  be  prevaild  on  to  do  any  .thing  for  their  own  safety.  I  propofed 
to  them  to  Associate  and  to  place  a  Picq'  Guard  at  a  small  Distance 
from  the  Fort  to  prevent  being  Sorpriz'd,  but  to  no  purpose ;  they 
say  they  will  guard  when  there  is  Danger^  tho'  the  Enemy  is  now 
Committing  murder  but  ten  miles  from  them ;  They  seem  to  he 
lulld  into  Fatal  Security,  A  strange  infatuation  which  seems  to  pre- 
vail throughout  this  Province. 

I  am  with  great  Bespect, 

Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient| 

&  most  Humble  Serv*. 

JAS.  YOUNG. 

P.  S.  The  post  not  being  come  as  I  expected,  I  have  sent  this  by 
a  Soldier  of  the  Carlisle  Comp*  Express.  2  a  Clock,  P.  M.,  Coll* 
Armstrong  is  just  now  come  to  town. 

Indorsed. 
Ja-.  Young.    22*  July,  1756. 


Lord  Loudoun  to  Gov.  Moreis,  1756. 

New  York>  23*  July,  1756. 
Sir: 

His  Majesty  having  been  graciously  pleased  to  Appoint  me,  by 
His  Commission  under  the  Great  Seal,  to  be  General  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  all  His  Forces  in  North  America,  I  take  this  first  Op* 
portunity  to  Acquaint  You  of  my  Arrival  this  morning ;  As  I  have 
been  unfortunately  so  long  detaio'd  in  my  passage,  I  find  it  indispen- 
sibly  necessary  that  I  go  up  immediately  to  the  Army,  I  must  pro- 
ceed accordingly.  I  herewith  send  Your  honor  the  Letters  of  M'. 
Fox,  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State,  and  of  the  Earl  of  Halifkz, 
His  Majestys  first  Lord  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  I  do 
from  Your  Zeal  and  Attachment  to  His  Majesty's  Service,  and  from 
the  Loyalty  and  good  dispositions  of  your  People,  depend  upon  all 
Assistance  that  the  State  and  Circumstances  of  your  Province  is 
able  to  give  me. 

I  will  beg  Your  Honor  to  Assure  the  good  People  of  Your  Pro- 
vince, that  they  may  depend  upon  my  Protection  and  my  utmost 
Care,  to  avoid  and  remove  (as  far  as  the  Circumstances  of  a. Country 
become  the  Seat  of  War  wUl  admit)  every  thing,  that  may  any  way 
burthen  or  Hurt  the  Interest  of  any  Individual. 

I  shall  on  all  occasions,  and  in  every  thing  relative  to  the  Servioe 
and  Interest  of  the  Colonies,  communicate  with  your  Honor,  and 
b^  at  all  timep  to  be  favor'd  from  you  with  all  ^matten  of  Ad- 
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vice  and  Intelligenoe  relative  to  the  same,  and  shall  impatiently 
expect  the  Keturos  you  are  directed  to  send  me.  - 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  favor  of  Your  Honors  Letter ;  1  shall 
give  my  best  Attention  to  those  Services  in  particular,  that  yon  have 
been  so  good  to  lay  before  me,  as  soon  as  I  can  be  informed  what 
the  General  Service  requires^  and  what  the  State  of  His  Majesty's 
Arms  will  enable  me  to  do. 

I  beg  you  to  be  assured;  that  I  am  with  the  highest  respect^ 

Sir, 

Your  Honor's 

Most  Obedient  and  most 

Humble  Servant, 

LOUDOUN. 

T^c  Hon"*  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

Indorsed. 

L*  Loudoun,  23*  July,  1756. 

Read  in  Council,  at  Easton,  30"^  July,  1756. 


John  ,  Abmstronq  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Carlisle,  23-  July,  1756. 

Honoured  Sir : 

Being  but  just  got  homo,  I  am  unable  to  furnish  your  Hon'  with 
the  Occurrences  of  these  two  days  past,  in  which  time  the  In- 
dians have  began  to  take  their  advantage  of  the  Harvast  Season. 
Seven  people  on  this  side  the  Kittatinney  Hills  being  Kill'd  and 
missing  within  this  County,  and  two  on  the  South  Side  of  the  Tem- 
porary lino ;  the  Enemy  have  not  yet  attacked  any  of  the  people 
over  the  Hills,  but  pass'd  them  by,  probably  on  ace*  of  finding  them 
better  guarded  and  disposed  of.  As  soon  as  Cap'.  Young  concludes 
whether  to  Cross  the  Hills  or  not,  I  shall  Visit  the  Out  guard,  and 
endeavour  to  keep  the  people  in  larger  Company  than  they  are. 
Wheat  Harvest  is  more  than  half  done. 

3|I  shall  send  to  Harris's  for  the  Saddles  and  Chains,  and  in  my 
next  write  the  Commissioners  of  the  Powder  last  sent  here,  the 
advantage  and  necessity  of  Streighting  the  New  Arms,  &c. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Honours 

most  Obedient 

Humble  Serv*, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

To  the  Hon***  Rob*.  Huliter  Morris. 
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Tho  Indians  are  not  in  large  parties,  but  distributed  in  different 
places  of  Frontier. 

Directed. 

To  tbe  Honourable  Hobert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'.,  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Proyinoe  of  Pennsylvania,  Philad\ 

Carl.  Dwt.  3,  gr8. 

Indorsed, 
John  Armstrong,  July  23',  1756. 


Capt.  John  Van  Ettbn  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756, 

Fort  HyndsT)aw,  July  24%  1756. 

May  It  Please  your  Honour : 

After  my  humble  Service  to  you  I  take  the  Boldness  To  Infonn 
your  Honour  that  we  are  all  In  good  health  Here  in  the  Fort.  I 
Likewise  think  It  my  Duty  to  Inform  your  Honour  of  What  has 
Happened  the  22*'  of  this  Instant.  In  this  township,  about  fifteen 
miles  above  our  Fort,  I  sent  a  Sergeant  with  four  men  up  there  to 
guard  some  farmers  in  their  Harvest,  and  as  they  Came  to  the  field 
some  of  the  Company  was  Behind  and  they  Hollowed  to  one  another, 
and  after  the  second  Hollow  there  was  an  Indian  Hollowed  att  some 
Distance  Towards  the  Mountain  and  Enquired  for  the  Captain.  His 
Brother  answered  I  am  the  man,  then  He  s"*  Come  you  to  us,  and 
accordingly  He  did ;  the  Indian  asked  Him  if  he  was  alone,  He  said 
yes,  But  made  a  sign  for  Sergeant  Cole  and  the  Company  To  Stay 
Back.  Then  Johannis  Vanoctten  desired  the  Indian  to  Come  to 
Him,  But  the  Indian  answered  Him  and  said  Come  you  more  up  the 
mountain,  and  He  did  and  they  met  and  Shook  Hands  Together, 
then  Vannetten  asked  Him  what  he  wanted.  He  s**  to  Know  if  they 
were  Busy  to  work  in  their  Harvest  and  How  it  went  on,  then  Van- 
netten asked  Him  to  go  down  with  him  to  the  House,  But  he  s**  No, 
for  the  Indians,  s'  he,  Have  done  so  much  mischief  Here  Last  Win- 
ter that  He  was  afraid  to  Come  down,  then  Vannetten  said  to  Him 
if  you  are  a  friend  you  Need  Not  Be  afraid,  for  you  shall  Not  Be 
Hurt,  But  He  answered  He  would  not  Come  In  But  would  Return 
that  Day  again  to  Wigwamonck,  then  Vannetten  asked  Him  if  He 
would  drink  a  Dram  with  Him,  and  He  s*^  yes  and  the  s*  Vannetten 
sent  for  the  Bottel  and  drank  to  Him  and  asked  him  from  whence 
He  Came,  He  s^  from  Wywamonok,  Vannetten  told  Him  He  Lyed, 
then  He  Confessed  He  Came  from  Teogo,  then  Vannetten  asked 
Him  how  many  Prisoners  was  there,  He  s'  four  had  been  there,  But 
was  gone,  then  Vannetten  told  him  to  Call  the  other  two  Indians  to 
Come  to  Him  if  you  are  friends  and  you^shali  Not  Be  Hurt;  He 
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did  80,  WbereupoQ  the  young  lodian  Game,  Bui  the  other  would 
Not,  then  Yannetten  talked  to  Him  about  the  four  that  was  murder- 
ed the  week  before  on  Minisinks  Eoad,  But  when  he  talked  to  him 
about  that  He  was  for  going  away  and  Kept  himself  well  guarded 
with  His  gun  While  He  was  surrounded,  then  they  agreed  that  Yan- 
netten should  go  with  the  youne  Indian  and  Bring  in  the  other 
Indian,  and  as  they  was  gone  about  a  Hundred  yards  from  the 
Company  saith  Yannetten  Call  to  the  other  Indian,  He  s^  He  would 
and  Looked  Back  and  Bun  of,  Whereupon  Yannetten  fired  upon 
Him,  But  His  gun  not  going  faai  of  thought  By  His  Cauling  That 
only  the  Swan  shot  Hit  Him,  the  other  hearing  the  gun  forst  him- 
self through  the  Company  and  Run  of.  Whereupon  uiey  fired  Nine 
guns  upon  him  and  Killed  Him  and  took  of  his  Soalp.  So  Having 
No  more  to  Write  to  your  Honour  I  Subscribe  my  Self  your 
obedient  Servant  To  Command, 

CAPT.  JOHN  YAN  ETTEN. 
Directed, 

To  The  Honourable  Bobert  Hunter  Morris, 
^    Lieutenant-Oovemor  of  the  Province  of  Pennsilvania. 
With  Care  &  Speed. 
Indorsed, 

[Letter  of  John  Yan  Etten,  Captain  at  Hyndshaw's  Fort,  dated  24 
July,  1756,  Informing  of  the  Garrison's  killing  an  Indian  ye  22^. 
Beoe'd  on  Thursday  morning  ye  29^  July.  Bead  in  Council  ye 
29"»July. 

Present : 

The  Goyebnob^  Mb.  Petebs, 

Mb.  Logan,  Mb.  Mifflin, 

Mb.  Chew. 

P.  M.    This  affair  was  communicated  to  Toedyusoung  &  the 

Indians  after  dinner.     He  said  it  would  make  no  alteration  in  the 

publick  measures.     He  charged  ye  Indians  not  to  come  among  y** 

Inhabitants,  if  they  did  &  should  be  killed  they  would  disregard  it,  &c] 


Reply  of  TEEDYUScuNa,  1756.' 

Easton,  July  24, 1756,  A.  M. 

Present  Nicholas  Scull,  Esquire,  &  Cap^  Joseph  Insley : 

This  morning  I  delivered  the  Governor's  Message  of  the  22**  to 
King  Teedyuscung,  Who  retum'd  the  following  answer : 

Brother,  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  from  you.  At  the  Distance  of 
400  miles  from  hence  I  received  your  Invitation  to  come  and  make 
peace.  I  understood  that  you  had  laid  a  Junk  of  Fire  here  at 
Easton  that  I  might  come  and  smoke  my  Pipe  by  it.     Brother,  since 

*  See  Col.  Beo.  Vol.  VH.,  p.  212. 
Vol.  II.— 31 
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jou  sent  that  MeEHUge  I  am  come  and  w31  stay  here,  And  I  can't 
understand  what  you  mean  by  sending  me  about  from  place  to  pUu» 
like  a  GhUd.* 

Gave  a  String  of  Wampnm. 

Indoned. 

24  July,  1756.    Answer  of  Teedyuscung  to  Message  altering  the 
Place  of  Treaty,  24  July,  1756. 


Minutes  ov  Indian  Conferences  held  at  Easton,  in 

July,  1766.t 

At  a  Council  held  at  Boston,  the  25"»  Day  of  July,J  1756. 

PRESENT. 

The  HonourabTe  Bobert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Lieut.  Governor. 

William  Logan,  Benjamin  Chew,     )  Esar's 

Richard  Peters,  John  Mifplin,         ]    ^    ' 

On  the  Governor's  arrival  yesterday,  the  Secretary  was  sent  to 
Teedyuscung,  with  his  Honour's  Compliments  to  enquire  after  his 
Health,  and  assure  him  of  his  Protection  and  good  Reception,  and 
this  morning  Teedyuscung  waited  on  the  Governor,  and  returned 
him  his  compliment's. 

Mr.  Horsfield,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of 
Northampton,  sent  the  Governor  the  following  Intelligence,  which 
was  given  him  by  Jo.  Peepy,  a  Jersey  Indian,  who  said  it  was  rela- 
ted to  him  by  Teedyuscung,  Tehisquahunk,  and  Betschihillewi,  at 
Bethlehem,  in  their  way  to  Easton.  <'  That  they  had  been  three  or 
'^  four  weeks  ago  amongst  the  French  at  the  Fort  Niagara ;  where 
*^  the  French  made  exceeding  much  of  them,  and  were  very  open 
'^  and  free  with  them.    One  of  the  Chief  Officers  said,  striking  on 

*  There  is  no  notice  of  this  Letter  on  the  proceedings  at  Easton  of  this 
date.    See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  VII.,  p.  264. 

t  These  are  found  in  a  dooument  of  81  pages,  (fastened  together)  partly  in 
a  fair  hand,  &  partly  rough  draught  of  minutes,  as  above,  terminated  by  a  cer- 
tifioate  of  Conrad  Weiser,  that  he  has  '*  carefully  perused  the  foregoing  Min- 
utes, &  do  find  them  to  give  a  true  account  of  what  passed  between  ike  Gov.  and 
the  Indians  in  my  presence."  The  first  four  minutes  appear  to  be  the  trans- 
aelions  of  the  Council  alone,  but  are  not  printed  in  Colon.  Records,  where 
will  be  found  one  dated  24  July,  not  contained  in  this  document.  The  min- 
utes of  Council  of  29  &  80th  July,  are  now  printed  (it  is  bclieTed)  for  tbe 
first  time. 

1  See  Colon.  Records,  Vol.  VII,  p.  204,  for  a  minute  dated  the  24  July, 
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**  his  Breast,  I  am  a  Man :  look  at  me,  (stretching  6nt  his  arm)  my 
<<  Arm  IS  strong;  I  have  Thonsands  more  like  me.  As  to  FVovi- 
^  sionSy  the  French  had  Bread,  in  tolerable  Plenty,  bnt  their  Meat 
**  was  very  scarc6|  and  what  little  they  had  was  quite  spoiled.  ^  Tiej 
'<  told  them  they  expected  a  supply  of  ProTisions  dvery  Day. 

''  Teedynscung  and  Company,  requesting  some  Goods  &c.  of  them, 
''  the  French  Officer  answered  that  he  would  willingly  help  them  to 
«  every  thing  they  wanted,  but  at  present,  Gkods  were  scarce  with 
**  them.  He  said  they  expected  Four  large  Ships  from  their  Mother 
'^  Country,  and  if  they  would  come  again  in  two  months  Time,  they 
**  should  have  every  thing  plenty,  even  as  much  as  their  Eyes  could 
*^  see,  or  their  Hearts  desire.  The  French  Captain  said,  I  will  now 
"  shew  you  what  Works  we  have  made  to  destroy  our  Enemies,  and 
<<  then  took  them  into  a  Cellar,  and  from  thence  into  a  place  under 
"  Ground,  where  lay  many  Barrels  of  Gun  Powder.  The  Indians 
<'  described  it  as  going  sometimes  this  way,  then  again  another  way, 
"  like  a  Worm  Feuce,  and  as  far  a^  they  could  learn,  the  mine  went 
^'at  least  half  a  Mile  from  the  Fort,  and  near  it  there  were  yet  more 
^'^uch  Places  under  Ground  filled  with  Barrels  of  Gunpowder ,  and 
'<  farther,  when  the  Indians  came  away,  they  talked  one  to  another, « 
"  and  concluded  the  Mine  lead  the  way  which  the  English  would 
<<  come,  if  they  attacked  the  Fort.  All  round  it  for  the  Distance  of 
**  near  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile,  the  Ground  was  quite  clean  and  free, 
«  every  thing  being  cleared  out  of  the  way ;  and  from  the  Fort  was 
"  a  fine  Eoad  leading  to  the  water  (I  suppose  the  Lake  Ontario) 
<<  made  exceeding*regular,  under  which  the  Indians  thought  the  Mine 
'*  conducted. 

„  The  Fort  is  situate  in  a  Fork,  built  very  strong,  with  a  deep 
''  Ditch  or  Moat  around  it.  The  Pallisades  are  of  large  Trees,  and 
''  within  them  another  Row  of  Pallisades,  and  then  the  Buildings. 
'<  When  Teedyuscung  and  Company  had  been  two  or  three  Days  at 
'^  Fort  Niagara,  the  French  Captain  took  a  large  Letter  and  laid  it 
'^  open  before  them,  desiring  their  attention,  and  saying  it  came  from 
*'  the  King  of  England  to  the  French,  and  was  to  this  Effect.  '  Let 
'<  U3  the  English,  and  you  the  French  consider  what  we  are  about. 
''  We,  the  English,  live  on  one  side,  and  you,  the  French,  live  on 
'<  the  other  Siae,  and  we  have  all  the  Indians  in  the  midst  of  us ; 
''  let  us  join  together,  at  a  certain  Time,  and  squeeze  all  the  Indians 
^*  to  Death  at  once,  and  then  we  will  divide  the  Country  betwixt  us.'' 
'<<  You  can  see  plainly  by  this,  continued  the  French  Captain,  what 
**  People  the  English  are,  and  what  you  are  to  expect  from  their 
«  Hands." 

As  near  as  I  could  learn,  said  Teedyuscung,  the  number  of  Peo< 
pie  at  Niagara,  was  three  Hundred  French,  and  two  Hundred 
English ;  one  Hundred  of  the  English  are  Prisoners,  kept  very  close, 
not  having  Liberty  to  speak  to  any  Indian,  the  other  Hundred  are 
Indian  Traders  who  used  to  frequent  Allegheny  or  Ohio,  have  now 
joined  the  French,  enjoy  their  full  Liberty,  and  walk  about  as  Gen- 


\ 
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tbmeii.    When  tkett  Indians  asked  the  Freneh  Captain  for  Powder 
and  Lead,  they  said  we  have  none  now  to  spare,  else  we  would  give 

{ou.  The  Powder  you  saw  under  Ground  we  cant  take ;  for  it  must 
e  kept  Uiere  for  the  use  we  have  told  you  ot  They  gave  Teedyus- 
cung  a  fine  dark  brown  Gloath  Coat  laced  with  Gold  which  he  now 
wears. 

The  French  chiefly  depend  on  the  Help  of  the  Twightwees  & 
Tachquasy  who  some  time  since  were  in  the  English  Interest,  but 
afterwards  were  persuaded  to  leave  the  English  and  to  join  the 
French.  But  when  Teedyuscung  was  at  Niagara,  there  came  an 
Indian  from  the  Six  Nations,  desiring  them  by  a  large  Belt,  not  to 
meddle  in  the  War,  neither  to  join  the  French  nor  the  English,  hot 
if  they  cant  help  meddling,  to  wait  at  least  four  Months  before  they 
do  any  thing  to  assist  the  French.  The  Twightwees  accepted  this 
Belt^  and  sent  word  in  answer,  that  they  would  do  so,  signifying  that 
they  had  been  blind  this  Winter  past  and  this  last  Summer  till  now, 
but  they  open  now  their  eyes,  and  will  follow  the  Direction  of  the 
Six  Nations  therein  as  children. 

These  Nations,  he  added,  live  near  Fort  Niagara;  the  Belt,  how* 
ever,  was  not  delivered  them  at  Niagara,  but  in  a  place  some  Miles 
off,  the  French  knowing  nothing  of  it. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Easton,  Monday,  the  Twenty-sixth  Day  of 
July,  1756. 

PaSSKNT. 

The  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esqr.,  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor. 

William  Looan,  Benjamin  Chkw,        1  ^    . 

Richard  Peters,  John  Mifflin,  j  ^^4'**^^- 

Major  Parsons  delivered  to  the  Governor  his  Diary,  in  which  he 
had  kept  .an  account  of  Teedyuscung's  Bebaviour  since  his  coming 
to  Easton,  with  what  passed  at  the  several  Conversations  between 
them,  and  being  read,  the  following  Account  was  extracted  from  it, 
via*.  . 

The  King  ana  his  wild  Company  were  perpetually  drunk,  very 
much  on  the  Gascoon,  and  at  times  abusive  to  the  Inhabitants,  for 
they  all  spoke  Eifglish^more  or  less.  The  King  was  full  of  himself, 
saying  frequently,  that  which  Side  soever  he  took  must  stand,  and 
the  other  &11 ;  repeating  it  with  Insolence,  that  he  came  fsom  the 
French,  who  had  pressed  him  much  to  join  them  against  the  English, 
'  H  now  hejvas  in  the  Middle  between  the  French  and  Englishi 
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quite  disengaged  from  both  Sides,  and  wbetber  be  joined  witb  tbe 
English  or  French,  he  would  publish  it  aloud  to  the  World,  that  all 
Nations  might  know  it ;  at  other  Times  he  declared  be  did  not  come 
to  the  English  for  the  sake  of  what  they  would  give  him|  but  US 
establish  an  eyerlasting  Peace  and  Friendship  with  them,  which;  if 
they  would  accept  of,  they  should  find  him  a  true  and  useful  Friend. 
That  he  was  born  among  the  English  some  where  near  Trenton,  and 
is  near  Fifty  years  old.  He  is  a  lusty,  raw  bon'd  Man,  haughty, 
and  very  desireous  of  Respect  and  Command  ;  he  can  drink  three 
Quarts  or  a  Gallon  of  Rum  a  Day,  without  being  drunk ;  be  was  the 
Man  that  persuaded  the  Delawares  to  go  over  to  the  French,  and 
then  to  attack  our  Frontiers,  and  he,  and  these  with  him,  have  been 
concerned  in  the  mischief  done  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Northampton 
County.  Some  of  the  Indians  said,  that  between  Forty  and  Fifty 
of  theur  People  came  to  Diahogo,  from  one  of  the  Lakes,  about  the' 
time  they  set  out,  in  order  to  hll  upon  our  Inhabitants ;  and  ad- 
dressed Teedyuscung  to  head  them,  but  he  told  them  he  was  going 
to  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  to  treat  with  him,  concemmg  a 
Peace,  which  the  Mohocks  bad  advised  him  to  do,  and  therefore  he 
ordered  them  to  sit  still  till  he  came  back  again  to  them.  The 
Towns  People  observed  that  the  Shirts  which  the  Indian  Women  had 
on  were  made  of  Dutch  Table  Cloaths,  which,  it  is  supposed  they 
took  from  the  People  they  murdered  on  our  Frontiers.  The  Ring, 
in  one  of  his  oonversations,  said,  only  two  Hundred  French,  and 
about  Eighty  Indians  were  at  the  Lake,  where  most  of  the  English 
"  are,  and  that  he  could  bring  most  or  all  of  them  oB"  The  Gov- 
ernor invited  Teedyuscung  and  the  Indians  to  dine  with  him,  but 
before  Dinner,  the  King  with  some  of  them  came  to  the  Governor, 
and  made  the  Governor  four  Speeches,  giving  four  Strings  of  Wam- 
pum after  the  Indian  manner ;  one  to  brush  Thorns  from  the  Gov- 
ernors Legs,  another  to  Rub  the  Dust  out  of  his  Eyes,  to  help  him 
to  see  dearly,  another  to  open  his  Ears,  to  enable  him  to  hear  them 
patiently,  and  the  Fourth  to  clear  his  Throat,  that  he  might  speak 
plainly.  TUIh  Teedyuscung  entered  upon  a  rambling  Conversation, 
saying,  that  he  was  made  King  by  Ten  Nations*  Being  asked  what 
ten  Nations,  he  answered,  the  united  Six  nations ;  Mohocks,  Onon- 
dagoes,  Oneidas,  Senecas,  Cyugas,  and  Tuscaroras,  and  Four  otherSi 
Delawares,  Shawanees,  Mohickons  and  Munsies,  who  would  all 
ratify  what  he  should  do ;  He  carried  the  Belt  of  Peace  with  him,  and 
whoever  would  might  take  hold  of  it.  But  as  to  them  that  refused^ 
the  rest  would  all  join  together  and  fall  upon  them. 

All  the  Indians,  in' short,  would  do  as  he  would  have  them.  He 
was  glad  to  see  his  brother,  the  Governor,  behave  so  kindly.  He 
had  been  told  that  the  English  would  not  receive  the  Indians,  but  he 
now  saw  otherwise,  every  thing  was  right,  and  to  his  satisfaction ; 
and  then,  giving  another  string,^  said,  he  was  a  great  Man,  and  it 
might  be  depended  upon,  he  would  say  nothing  but  the  Truth,  de- 
siring, at  tbe  same  time,  that  the  Governor  might  conceal  nothing, 
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but  declare  all,  good  and  bad^  tho'  it  should  be  against  them,  for  be 
came  od  purpose  to  hear  Words  out  of  his  own  Mouth.  As  to  what 
was  said  by  his  Messeuger,  it  might  all  be  true,  as  they  belieyed  him 
to  be  a  faithful  aud  honest  Man,  but  that  would  not  satisfy  them, 
they  must  hear  the  Governor  himself.    Then  he  gave  a  String. 

The  Governor  used  the  same  four  Cerimonies  to  Teedyuscang,  ae-« 
isompanied  ^ith  four  Strings ;  assuring  him  he  would  in  «very  thing 
deal  sincerely,  plainly,  and  without  reserve. 

Teedyuscung  urged  the  Governor  to  begin  Business,  saying,  the 
Time  was  precious,  and  those  who  sent  him  would  bo  uneasy,  ez« 
pecting  to  see  him  by  a  certain  Day,  which  was  not  far-  off.  To  which 
the  Governor  declared  he  was  ready,  and  as  uneasy  to  begin  Busi* 
ness  as  he,  but  ho  waited  for  M'.  Weiser,  who  being  of  the  Council 
of  the  Six  Nations  and  the  Provincial  Interpreter,  it  was  necessary 
he  should  be  present ;  at  which  the  King  expressed  his  Satisfaction, 
said  the  Governor  was  in  the  right,  and  his  Uncles  would  be  better 
satisfied  to  have  M'.  Weiser  present. 

The  Governor  and  Indians  then  went  to  Dinner,  escorted  by  a 
Detachment  of  the  first  Battalion  of  the  Pennsilvania  Regiment; 
after  Dinner,  the  King  expressed  great  satisfaction  with  the  Gov- 
ernor's Behaviour  to  him,  and  in  a  polite  manner  acknowledged  his 
mistaken  opinion  of  the  Designs  of  the  Government  whioh  some 
People  about  him  had  represented,  before  he  set  out,  to  be  unfsr 
vourable  to  the  Delawares;  but  he  found  it  the  reverse.  He  fre- 
quently said  he  would  open  all  his  soul  to  the  Governor,  and  to- 
morrow produce  his  Authorities,  by  which  it  would  appear,  be  did 
not  come  of  his  own  Head,  but  by  express  Direction  of  his  Uncles, 
the  Six  Nations ;  he  did  not  indeed  come  to  treat,  but  to  look  about 
him,  and  try  what  Keoeption  he  should  meet  with,  and  what  would 
be  said  to  him  by  this  Government  of  whose  sincerity  there  has  been 
some  Doubts ;  after  which,  he  was  ordered  by  fiis  Uncles  to  report 
all  he  should  *Bee  and  hear,  to  them.  And  as  by  the  Kindness  al- 
ready shewn  him,  his  Doubts  were  removed,  and  he  saw  clearly  the 
End  would  be  good,  his  Uncles  and  the  Delawares  #buld  come  to- 
gether and  conclude  a  firm  Treaty.* 


At  a  Council  held  at  Easton,  Tuesday,  the  Twenty-seventh  Day  of 
July,  1766. 

Present : 

The  Honourable  Robert  Hunt£B  Morris,  Esquire,  Lieutenant- 
Governor, 
William  Logan,  Benjamin  Chew,  |RsQ«i^g 

Richard  Peters,  John  Mifflin,       j     ^ 

Mr.  Weiser  coming  to  Town,  the  Governor  proposed  to  open  the 
Confcrrences,  but  on  his  saying  he  was  a  Stranger  to  Teedyuscung 

*  See  Colon.  Reo.  Vol.  VII.,  p.  206,  for  another,  short  minute  of  tbia 
te. 
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and  it  would  take  up  some  time,  at  least  a  Day,  to  be  rightly  inform- 
ed of  his  Temper  and  Espeotations^  it  was  deferred  till  to-morrow. 
Captain  New  Castle  came  to  the  Governor,  much  in  Liquor,  tho' 
otherwise  a  very  sober  Man,  and  requested  a  Council  might  be  called, 
saying  he  had  something  of  a  particular  nature,  to  communicate  * 
^  *  *  with  whiojx  being  obliged  he  acquainted  the 
Governor  that  the  Delawares  had  bewitched  him  and  he  should  dye 
soon ;  the  Governor  would  have  rallied  it  off  but  he  grew  more  seri- 
ous and  desired  this  Information  might  be  committed  to  writing  & 
inoerted  in  the  Minutes  of  Council,  and  sent  to  the  Six  Nations,  that 
if  any  Harm  came  to  him,  they  might  know  to  whom  to  impute  it, 
&  not  charge  Others  with  it.  Teedyuscung,  he  declared,  had  warned 
him  in  a  friendly  manner,  that  he  would  not  live  long,  having  over- 
heard two  Delawares  say  they  would  put  an  End  to  his  Life  by 
Witchcraft,  And  whilst  he  was  speaking  Teedyuscung  mistrusting 
what  New  Castle  was  upon,  bolted  into  the  Boom,  fell  into  a  violent 
Passion  with  New  Castle,  who  he  supposed  had  been  telling  the 
Governor  foolish  words,  and  desired  he  might  not  be  regarded  in 
any  thing  he  should  say  on  such  a  foolish  subject,  exclaiming,  He 
bewitched  I  the  Governor^  was  too  wise  to  hearken  to  such  silly 
Stories,  and  then  left  the  Room  in  as  abrupt  a  manner  as  he  had  en- 
tered it.  After  he  was  gone  the  Governor  endeavoured  to  shew 
New  Castle  that  he  was  in  no  danger,  but  he  made  no  Impression. 
New  Castle  still  urging  that  Information  might  be  taken  down 
and  in  Case  of  his  Death  be  communicated  in  a  special  Message  to 
the  Six  Nations,  which  was  promised  j  and  he  then  withdrew,  to  ap- 
pearance; more  composed.* 


At  a  Council  held  at  Easton,  Wednesdayi  the  GTwenty-eighth  Day 
of  July,  1756. 

PaESENT : 

The  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor. 

William  Logan,  ^^^'^^^'^  ^°^^' 1  Esauires 

Richard  Peters,  '         John- Mitflin,      j    ^ 

Mr.  Weiser  informed  the  Council  that  the  King  and  the  principle 
Indians  being  all  yesterday  under  the  Force  of  Liquor,  he  had  not 
been  favoured  with  so  good  an  opportunity  as  he  could  have  wished 
of  making  himself  acquainted  with  their  History,  but  in  the  main, 
he  believed  Teedyuscung  was  well  inclined;  ho  talked  in  high 
Terms  of  his  own  merit ;  but  expressed  himself  a  Friend  to  this 
Province.     He  had  yesterday  some,  tho'  but  a  little,  conversation 

*  This  is  not  prixitod  in  Col.  Records. 
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with  Oaptdn  New  Castle  who  was  of  Opinion  that  the  Governor 
should  speak  first,  only  giving  an  Aocount  of  the  Messages  sent  by 
him,  which  would  pnt  it  upon  Teedjoscung  to  relate  how  he  came 
here,  and  by  what  authority.  Captain  New  Oastle  supposed  as  the 
Indians  at  Diahogo  gave  no  answer  to  the  Governor's  last  Message 
they  had  sent  it  now  by  Teedyusoung,  and  if  they  had  and  he  should 
deliver  it,  the  Governor  would  thence  form  a  Judgment  of  their 
Temper  and  know  what  to  propose  to  them,  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  Pumshire  sent  to  Teedyuscung  to  acquaint'him  with  it  and  pre- 
pare  him  to  speak  agreeable  thereto.  Pumshire  returned  and  said 
the  King  was  pleased  with  what  the  Governor  proposed  and  would 
prepare  himself  to  speak  accordingly.  The  Governor  appointed 
eleven  o'clock  for  the  Indians  to  meet  him  in  Council. 

To  the  Surprise  of  every  Body  Captain  New  Castle  was  seized  this 
morning  with  a  violent  Pleurisy  and  thought  to  be  in  great  danger, 
but  on  losing  some  Blood  and  taking  proper  Physick  the  violence  of 
the  Distemper  abated  and  he  recovered."^ 


At  a  Council  held  at  Easton,  Thursday,  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
July,  1756,  P.  M. 

PfiESENT  : 

The  Honourable,  the  Governor,  &  same  members  as  before. 

This  Evening  a  Deputation  from  a  nivnber  of  Inhabitants  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  of  the  People  called  Quakers,  now  in  Town, 
waited  on  the  Governor  in  Council  &  acquainted  him,  That  as  the 
Governor  had4)ecn  pleased  in  his  first  Message  by  Cap*  New  Castle  to 
make  a  kind  mention  of  them  to  the  Susquehannah  Indians  as  a 
peaceable  People,  desirous  of  becoming  Instruments  to  bring  about 
a  Peace  between  us  and  the  Indians,  and  they  were  informed  '<  that 
*'  this  was  kindly  taken  by  them,  and  that  the  Indiana  had  expressed 
"  themselves,  as  if  they  desired  to  see  some  of  the  Professors  of 
"  those  peaceable  principles  here  at  the  Treaty."  They  had  there- 
fore come  and  prepared  a  Present,  and  desired  to  know  of  the  Gov- 
ernor in  what  manner  it  might  be  delivered.  They  would  be  well 
pleased  if  it  oould  be  given  seperately  as  their  private  Present  But 

*  NoTi.— On  page  206,  Vol.  VII.,  Col.  Rec,  is  printed  a  short  minute  of 
this  date.  ^ 

Hero  the  regular  minutes  jof  the  Conference  with  the  Indians  appear  to 
I  egin  (oooasionally  interrupted  with  minutes  of  business)  and  are  printed  in 
Col.  Rec  Vol.,  VIL,  p.  207-214.  Then  follow  minutes  of  two  meetings  of 
busineis,  Tii ;  29th  and  30th  July,  which  are  not  printed  in  Col.  Rco. 
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this  they  would  submit  to  the  Governor,  having  no  Desire  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Government,  nor  to  set  up  a  distinct  Interest  from  it. 
In  answer  the  Governor  endeavoured  to  shew  the  ill  Consequences 
that  might  accrue  to  the  publiok  as  well  as  themselves,  considered 
as  a  religious  Society,  by  leading  the  Indians  into  Notions ;  That 
there  were  among  the  King's  Subjects  People  who  Embraced  Diflfer- 
ent  sentiments,  either  about  Eeligion  or  Goyemroent,  and  that  no 
Body  of  Men  should  Endeavour  to  represent  themselves  to  the 
Indians,  so  as  to  be  Considered  in  any  other  Light  by  them,  than  the 
other  Inhabitants.  After  a  good  deal  of  mutual  Discourse,  it  was 
at  last  agreed  That  the  Present  of  the  Philadelphia  Friends  should 
be  added  to  the  publiok  Present  &  delivered  to  the  Indians  by  the 
Governor,  who  told  them  the  Manner  in  which  he  proposed  to  mention 
it  For  which  they  thanked  him  &  Expressed  themselves  to  be  ex- 
tremely pleased  with  the  kindness  showed  them  in  this  application. 


At  a  CounoU  held  at  Easton,  Friday,  the  Thirtieth  Day  of  July, 
1756. 

PBESEIiT : 

The  Honourable,  the  Governor,  &.Same  Members  as  before. 

The  Governor  received  by  Express  from  New  York  a  Packett  from 
Lord  Hallifax,  Lord  Louden,  and  one  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Enclosing  his  Majesties  Declaration  of  War,  which  was  immediately 
published  in  a  very  solemn  manner.  The  Council,  the  Officers  of 
the  Royal  American  Begiment,  The  Indians,  and  a  large  appear- 
ance of  the  Inhabitants  of  Philadelphia  &  this  County  attending  the 
Governor  to  the  place  of  publication.  The  First  Battalion  of  the 
Pennsilvania  Begiment  was  under  Arms,  and  at  the  Close  fired  three 

Vollics.  ,  .^    _,       -   ^« 

rilere  Enter  the  tetter  from  Mr.  Fox,  dated  IV'  May,  175G. 

Letter  from  Lord  Hallifax,  IP*  May,  1756. 

Letter  from  Lord  Loudon,  23*  July,  1756.*] 

A  Letter  was  received  in  Council  from  Mr.  Spangenberg,  Enclosing 

a  Conversation  with  a  Delaware  Indian,  Called  Augustus,  One  of  the 

Indians  who  attended  Cap*  New  Castle  to  Diahogo,  and  as  it  Con- 

tains  Intelligence  of  Consequence,  it  was  ordered  to  be  Entered,  as 

follows  ! 

P*.  Augustus  said,  "  I  have  spoke  with  my  Brother  Samuel  & 
*'  Jo.  Peepy,  both  in  Diahogo  &  Bethlehem,  and  they  in  confidence 
"to  me,  told  me  how  the  late  War  hung  together,  and  in  what  man- 
"ner  a  Peace  may  effectually  be  brought  about.^ 

2«.  «  Tecdyuscung  is  the  man  That  has  occasioned  the  late  War, 
"He  made  an  Exceeding  Lurge  Belt  of  Wampum  and  sent  it  to  all 

♦  These  three  letters  will  be  foxmd  on  pages  667,  669,  718. 
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'^  the  Indians  living  on  the  West  Branch  of  Sasqaehannah,  Even  to 
'^  the  Cherokee  Nation,  with  the  following  Words :  I  am  in  Exceed- 
'<  ing  great  Danger  The  English  will  kill  me.  Gome  and  help  me,  &o. 
''  Upon  that  those  Indians  that  were  in  Covenant  together  feU 
*<npon'the  English  and  Committed  the  late  mnrdws,  &c.  When 
i*  they  heard  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania  had  declared  War 
<<  against  them,  Then  the  Words  that  Teedyasoung  had  sent  with  the 
^'Belt  were  more  &  more  confirmed  to  them,  whidi  made  iixem 
*'  worse  and  worse.  Now  Augustus  thinks  That  Teedynscung  is  the 
<f  tmly  man  that  can  make  all  these  Things  eood  again,  for  it  ia  the 
"  Custom  among  the  Indians  That  they  don't  give  Heed  to  any 
"  other  person  t^an  he  that  begun  the  Afiair/'  He,  Augustus,  says 
further,  '^  That  Teedyusoung  is  not  able  to  make  things  good  unless 
he  be  helped ;  for  he  is  poor,  and  has  no  more  Wajnpum  to  send 
word  to  the  Indians,  (Which  he  has  brought  into  such  a  Spirit  of 
War)  and  to  say  to  them,  be  you  good,  for  the  Enslbh  are  good. 

Augustus  says  further :  Teedyusoung  must  have  a  Selt  of 
Wampum  at  least  five  or  six  feet  long  and  twelve  Bows  broad,  and 
besides  the  Belt  he  miist  have  twelve  Strings  to  send  to  the  several 
Chiefif  to  confirm  the  Words  that  he  sends.  Further,  When  the 
Governor's  Message'came  to  Diahogo,  Teedyusoung,  It  may  be,  might 
have  acted  in  favour  of  the  English,  But  he  was  so  poor  That  he 
could  not  make  such  a  Belt  and  Strings  of  Wampum,  and  without 
Wampum  nothing  is  to  be  done  amongst  the  Indians.  Therefore 
Augustus  says,  If  the  Governor  will  do  anything  effectually,  He 
must  help  Teedyusoung  with  Wampum  Enough,  That  he  may  send 
to  all  the  Indians,  that  are  in  Covenant  together,  and  He  thinks  the 
best  way  would  be  for  the  Governor  to  make  the  Belt,  and  as  many 
Strings  as  are  needfuU  for  Teedyusoung  to  make  use  of,  to  obtain 
Peace.  He  thinks  further  That  if  the  Governor  should  make  them 
a  generous  Present  It  would  have  a  very  good  Effect,  and  Convince 
them  they  are  in  Earnest  to  make  Peace,  and  if  a  solemn  Treaty 
should  be  held  with  a  great  Body  of  Indians,  The  Chiefs  of  many 
Nations  would  come  and  renew  their  Peace  and  Friendship  with  the 
English.  After  the  Publication, of  the  War,  the  Governor  and 
Indians  went  into  the  Councii.f 

Indorsed. 
Minutes  of  Indian  Conferences  held  at  Easton,  in  July,  1756. 

t  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  YIL,  p.  214-220. 
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James  Hamilton  to  Gov.  Mobris,  1756. 

PhUadelphia,  July,  25<^  1756 
Sir: 

M'.  Turner  just  now  sent  me  the  inclosed  letters  from  Cap*  Young, 
which,  as  a  member  of  Gonncil,  and  supposing  they  might  contain 
something  necessary  to  be  immediately  done  here.  He  had  in  your 
absence  opened.  And  doslred  me  to  forward  them  to  You  by  the 
express  that  brought  them,  which  I  accordingly  now  do. 

On  perusing  them  You  will  see  that  Matters  are  like  to  run  into 
great  confusion  at  Shamokin,  unless  You  &  the  Comissioners  with 
X  oa  can  fall  upon  Measures  to  prevent  it,  which  I  heartily  wish  You 
may  be  abU  to  do.  For  my  own  part  I  shall  readily  consent  to  any 
thing  You  &  they  may  agree  upon ;  tho'  I  confess  it  is  difficult  to 
conceive  what  can  be  done  without  the  Aid  of  Money,  of.  which  we 
have  drained  the  Treasury  to  the  last  farthing,  of  what  was  imme- 
diately in  our  power.  It  is  true  there  is  near  four  thousand  pounds 
of  the  Money  civen  by  the  proprietor  yet  to  be -paid  in.  And  altho' 
the  whole  of  that,  is,  I  believe  owing  for  other  Services,  and  we  are 
daily  called  upon  for  it  before  it  is  come  to  our  Hands.  Yet  if  this 
Service  is  thought  more  immediately  urgent,  and  that  the  others 
may  with  less  disadvantage  be  postponed  for  some  time.  I  shall 
readily  use  my  endeavours  to  set  a  considerable  part  of  it  advanced 
for  the  proprietors,  &  shall  apply  it  to  any  uses  You  &  the  Comiss" 
shall  signify  to  have  been  agreed  upon  by  You.  It  will  be  a  mise- 
rable thing,  if,  after  all  the  Trouble  &  Expense  the  Province  has 
been  at,  We  should  be  disappointed  of  having  a  Fort  at  Shamokin, 
and  I  fear  would  have  a  very  ill  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  Indians, 
by  discovering  to  them  that  We  are  a  people  on  whose  vigour  or  firm- 
ness they  can  have  no  reliance.  Coll.  Clapham's  Conduct  appears  by 
those  letters  to  be  very  extraordinary,  in  many  respects.  But  if  he  is 
capable  of  saying  that  He  will  join  the  Six  Nations,  whether  they  side 
with  the  English  or  the  French,  it  certainly  deserves  your  particular 
Consideration.  I  am  told  Captain  Lloyd  is  just  set  off  for  Baston  to 
lay  the  state  of  the  Expeditioa  before  You.  I  should  have  been  glad 
to  have  seen  him  before  he  went,  to  have  known'irhether  there  was 
any  thing  in  our  power  to  have  done  for  him,  that  was  really  neces- 
sary to  forward  the  Expedition,  and  if  there  had,  He  might  certainly 
have  depended  on  its  being  comply'd  with,  if  not  very  unreasonable, 
But,  altho'  he  was  desired  to  come  &  see  me  before  he  left  the  Town, 
Yet  He  it  seems  declined  it.  I  beg  you  will  please  to  communicate 
this  letter  to  the  Commiss'*  with  you  by  which  they  will  be  fully 
informed  of  my  Sentiments  &  be  assured  I  am  with  much  respect^ 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble 

Servant, 
JAMES  HAMILTON. 

Honb**  Governor  Morris, 
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Directed, 

For  The  Hon'ble  Eoberi  Hunter  Morris^  E^'  Goyemor  of  Penn- 
Bylyania^  &o, 

Indorsed. 

Gov  Hamilton.    July,  25*»»  1756. 


Gov.  Pflips  TO  Govi  MoRBis,  1756. 

Boston,  July,  26;  175G. 
Sir, 

The  scarcity  of  Provisions  within  this  Province  occasioned  by  the 
Embargo  in  the  Southern  Cblonies  obliges  me  to  give  you  ibis 
Trouble,  to  request  that  your  Honour  would  grant  Liberty  for  the 
Shipp'ng  of  Five  hundred  and  fifty  barrells  of  Flour  for  this  place  the 
supplies  already  arrived  here  being  far  insufficient  for  the  Consump- 
tion of  this  Government  and  the  Garrison  belonging  to  it.  I  most 
press  this  affair,  the  more  as  a  war  is  now  declared  with  France,  and 
we  may  very  soon  expect  the  Enemies  Privateers  on  this  coast.  I 
am  with  great  respect, 

S'- 

Your  Honour's  most  Ob*  humble 

Servant. 

S.  PHIPS. 
Hon^^*  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq'. 

Indoned, 

Governor  Phipps.  July  26, 1756. 

[Read  in  Council  the  \V^  of  August,  *550  Bis.  granted  Joseph 
Saunders,  Samuel  Smith  &  Son,  Joshua  Howell.  Permit  dated  12^ 
August  1756.3 


Gov.  Phips  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Boston,  July  28th,  1756. 
Sir: 

I  did  myself  ye  Honour  to  write  you  sometime  ago  concerning  a 
Schooner  belonging  to  Marblehead,  Richard  Stacey,  Mas^  Repre- 
senting the  Necessity  that  je  people  of  that  place  are  under  for 
flower,  without  which  they  cannot  carry  on  their  fishery,  being  long 
Accustomed  to  that  kind  of  bread,  &  no  other ;  the  ordinary  con- 
sumption of  w«*  amongst  ye  People  employed  therein,  on  ye  Banks, 
(if  1  am  rightly  informed,)  may  be  fifteen  Quintalls  p'  Diem,  besides 

*  No  minute  of  11th  Aagast  printed. 
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ye  Gonsamptiop  of  ye  Inbabitants,  yr^  are  very  Nameroas.  I  Be- 
monBtrated  also  to  yoa  ye  importanoe  of  that  Branch,  of,  our  Oom- 
merce  to  ye  Welfare  of  this  ProyiDce;  &  I  might  have  added  alao  to 
ye  Oenerall  Utility  of  ye  British  Nation. 

I  was  not  indeed  so  fmrticular  in  ye  Quantity ;  beings  made  sensi- 
ble that  a  Vessel  of  that  Burthen  could  not  carry  more  than  six 
hundred  and  fifty  Barrells  w*^  was  not  sufficient  for  ye  supply  of  their 
present  Neceasities,  and  as  I  would  by  no  Means  oonntenanoe  any 
Trade  that  might  have  a  Tendency  to  strengthen  ye  Enemies  of  ye 
King,  my  Master ;  so  would  I  do  every  thing  consistent  w'*  my  Duty 
that  his  subjects  may  not  suffer  in  their  Tr»le  &  Business. 

The  Factors  who  ship'd  this  Flower  will  no  doubt  let  you  know 
who  the  Proprietors  are,  it  being  chiefly  on  Freight  &  give  you  all  ye 
satisfaction  that  such  a  case  may  require. 

As  there  is  now  a  War,  the  Risque  will  be  increasing,  therefore 
on  a  Consideration  of  all  these  Circumstances,  I  hope  your  Honour 
will  permit  said  Vessel  w*^  the  Quantity  of  six  Hundred  &  fifty  Bar- 
rells, for  the  Use  of  ye  fishery  to  depart  for  ye  Port  of  Marblehead^ 
w*^  will  be  a  great  Relief  to  them. 

I  am  Sir, 

Y'  Most  obed'  Serv*, 

8.  PHIPS. 

Gov'  Morris. 

Indorsed. 

Governor  Phipps,  28th  July,  1756. 

[650  Blls.  of  Flower  to  Marblehead,  by  Sam.  Smith  &  Son,  Jos. 
Saunders,  &  Joshua  HowoU.     Permit  dated,  12  August  1756.] 


Gov.  Morris  to  Mr.  Kennedy,  1756. 

Philad-,  July  29;  1756. 
Sir: 

I  am  favourd  with  yours  of  y*  15  Instant,*  and  one  before  with 
Sir  Charles'  Orders  in  Council,  for  continuing  the  Embargo.  I  think 
these  bread  Colonics  should  always  open  and  shut  their  ports  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  ends  of  an  Embargo  may  be  the  better  answer- 
ed, and  the  disadvantage  falls  equally  upon  them  all. 

The  merchants  here  loaded  about  twenty  vessells  upon  the  Ezpeo- 
tations  given  them  by  the  Assembly,  that  the  Embargo  would  ex- 
pire on  y  7^  Instant,  regardless  of  any  thing  I  oould  say,  and 
their  cargoes  are  since  Either  reknded  or  are  perishing  in  their 
vessells. 

I  shall,  you  may  be  assured,  consult  with  S'  Charles  Hardy  or 
yourself  about  taking  off  the  Embargo  here,  &  hope  to  be  inforir' 

*  See  pages  C95,  702. 
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wlien  tkftt  meMrare  is  00  taken  with  you,  as  in  my  opinion  it  should 
be  done  on  the  same  day,  both  here  and  at  New  York. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  death  of  Cap^  Bradstreet,  who  by  all  aoooaala 
was  an  active  man,  and  in  eondncting  the  Battoes  to  Oswego  be- 
haved with  uncommon  dilligence.  I  fear  the  Frenoli  will  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  diffioulties  attending  the  passage  to  Oswego,  to  cut 
off  onr  Oommunication  with  that  place,  which,  if  the  Six  Nations 
eontinne  to  act  upon  the  same  neatral  plan  they  had  hitherto  in 
genenl  pursued,  will  be  very  much  in  their  power. 

M'.  Kennedy. 

Indorsed, 

Dft  to  M';  Kennedy — ^That  the  Embargos  ought  to  cease  in  both 
places  at  y*  same  time. 

July  18, 1756. 


Lbttbrs  vrom  J.  BiDOUT,  1756. 

Copy  of  the  Governor's  Letter  to  Lieatenant  Sterling — 

Annapolis,  July  29%  1756. 
Sir: 

If  B^  M'.  West  I  have  received  your  Letter,  advising  me  of  the 
magistrates  having  opposed  you  in  the  Execution  of  the  Orders  that 
have  been  sent  you  by  your  Superior  Officers,  to  enlist  Servants  & 
Apprentices  in  the  Province  for  the  Regiment  to  which  you  belong. 
I  hope  you  have  never  found  any  of  the  magistrates  backward  to 
assist  you  as  far  as  the  Law  will  permit  them,  or  as  in  their  Power ; 
&  I  should  be  sorry  the  Orders  of  your  Commanding  Officer  shoold 
oblige  you  to  ask  of  them  more  than  Duty  will  permit  them  to  per- 
form. You  must  know  that  most  of  the  Servants  in  this  Country 
are  more  particularly  (^ir  masters  Property,  than  they  are  in  any 
other  Parts  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions,  &  that  masters  of  such  Ser- 
vants will  easily  resign  their  interest  in  them,  cannot,  I  think,  bo 
expected.  I  am  told  that  the  Gentlemen  of  that  neighbourbood- 
whence  you  date  your  Letter,  have  distinguished  themselves  by  pro- 
moting the  service  on  which  you  are  employed,  &  that  above  150 
Freemen  have,  by  their  means,  been  persuaoed  to  enlist  themselves 
as  Soldiers  within  these  twelve  months.  Such  Behaviour,  I  think, 
did  nothing  else,  would  entitle  them  to  expect  their  Servants  would 
sot  be  taken  away,  &  I  am  persuaded  that  if  you  refused  to  accept 
any  Recruits  but  Freemen,  you  will  meet  with  the  greatest  Enooor- 
agement  from  all  the  Qentlemen  of  this  Province,  &  carry  to  yoar 
regiment  more  recruits  than  you  would  do,  was  you  to  accept  k  en- 
list every  Person  that  should  offe^  himself,  to  serve  his  Majesty 
without  Dbtinction. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 
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AnnapoliSi  January  the  29%  1756. 
Sir: 

Your  Letter  of  the  26%  to  his  Exoellenoy,  I  presented  together 
nith  one  from  M'.  Sterling,  whose  oondnot  I  find  has  given  much 
umbrage  in  your  County ;  the  Ooyemor  bids  me  Inclose  you  his 
answer  to  M'.  Sterling,  which  he  hopes  will  prevent  any  Disturb- 
ances, that  his  obedience  to  his  Superior  Officers  instructions  might 
have  occasioned.  You  knoW;  Sir,  the  Governor  cannot  appoint  the 
recruiting  parties  their  places  of  Bendevouz,  &  heartily  wishes  the 
Assembly  had  taken  proper  measures  to  prevent  such  complaints^  as 
the  Ordinary  keepers  of  your  Town  and  other  places  make,  he  will 
recommend  it  to  the  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting,  in  the  mean 
time  he  hopes  the  Publicans  will  be  satisfied  with  what  the  Soldiers 
are  enabled  or  ordered  to  pay  for  their  Board.  The  Price  in  Eng- 
land, as  you  see  in  the  marking  bill,  is  4'  Sterling  ^  day,  but  it 
having  been  represented  home  last  Summer,  that  Soldiers  could  not 
be  entertained  in  this  Country  for  so  small  a  sum.  Orders  were 
sent  hither  by  the  Ministry,  that  all  officen  of  recruiting  parlies,  &c., 
should  pay  Ordinary  keepers,  or  on  whom  private  Soldiers  might  be 
billeted,  on  this  Continent  8^  Sterling  ^  Day  for  each  private  Soldier 
80<)uartered.  It  is,  I  think,  more  than  probable  this  his  Majesty's 
orders  will  be  made  part  of  the  next  mutiny  bill,  which  will  remove 
all  ocasion  of  Complaint  hereafter  on  that  subject.  His  Excellency 
thanks  you  for  the  part  you  have  acted,  &  will  be  glad  to  receive 
any  Propositions  you  have  to  offerr  with  respect  to  the  State  of 
your  County,  or  any  other  affairs. 

I  am,  Sir, 

y'  most  humble  & 

obed^  Servant; 

J.  BIDOUT. 
To  Bedingfreed  Hand,  Esq'., 

Chief  Justice  of  Kent  County. 
Indorsed. 

Annapolis-^The  Gov'  Letter  to  Lieu^  Sterling,  29  July,  1756. 


His  Majesty's  Dbclaration  of  Wab  against  the  Fbe^toh 

Kino,  1756. 

George  R. 

The  unwarrantable  Proceedings  of  the  French  in  the  West  Indies 
and  North  America^  since  the  Conclusion  of  the  Treaty  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle,  and  the  Usurpations  and  Encroachments  made  by  them 
upon  our  Territories,  and  the  Settlements  of  Our  Subjects  in  those 
Parts,  particularly  in  our  Province  of  Nova  Scotia^  have  been  so 
notorious  and  so  frequent,  that  they  cannot  but  be  looked  upon  as  a 
sufficient  Evidence  of  a  formed  Design  and  Resolution  in  that  Court 
to  puiBue  invariably  such  Measures  as  should  most  effectually  pr^ 
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mote  their  ambitious  Views,  without  any  Begard  to  the  most  sol- 
emn Treaties  and  Engagements.  We  have  not  been  wanting  on  Our 
Part  to  make,  from  time  to  time,  the  most  serious  Bepreaentations 
to  the  French  King  upon  these  repeated  Acts  of  Violencoi  and  to 
endeavour  to  maintain  Redress  and  Satisfaction  for  the  Injuries  done 
to  Our  Subjects,  and  to  prevent  the  like  Causes  of  Complaint  for 
the  future :  But  though  frequent  Assurances  have  been  given  that 
every  thing  should  be  settled  agreeable  to  the  Treaties  subsisting 
between  the  Two  Crowns,  and  particularly,  that  the  Evacuation  of 
the  Four  Neutral  Islands  in  the  West  Indies^  should  be  effected, 
(which  was  expressly  promised  to  Our  AmbasMdor  in  France)  the 
Execution  of  these  Assurances,  and  of  the  Treaties  on  which  they 
were  founded,  has  been  evaded  under  the  most  frivolous  Pretenoes  ; 
and  the  unjustifiable  Practices  of  the  French  Governors,  and  of  the 
Officers  acting  under  their  Authority,  were  still  carried  on,  till,  at 
length,  in  the  month  of  April,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 
four,  th3y  broke  out  in  open  Acts  of  Hostility,  when,  in  Time  of 
profound  Peace,  without  any  Declaration  of  War,  and  without  any 
previous  Notice  given  or  Application  made,  a  Body  of  F^esich 
Troops,  under  the  Command  of  an  Officer  bearing  the  French  King's 
Commission,  attacked  in  a  hostile  Manner,  and  possessed  themselves 
of  the  English  Fort  on  the  Ohio,  in  North  America. 

But  notwithstanding  this  Act  of  Hostility,  which  could  not  but  be 
looked  upon  as  a  Commencement  of  War,  yet,  from  our  earnest  De- 
sire of  Peace,  and  in  Hopes  the  Court  of  France  would  disavow 
this  Violence  and  Injustice,  We  contented  Ourselves  with  sending 
such  a  Force  to  America,  as  was  indispensably  necessary  for  the 
immediate  Defence  and  Protection  of  Our  Subjects  against  fresh 
Attacks  and  Insults. 

In  the  mean  Time  great  Naval  Armaments  were  preparing  in  the 
Ports  of  France,  and  a  considerable  body  of  French  Troops  em- 
barked for  North  America ;  and  though  the  French  Ambassador  was 
sent  back  to  England  with  specious  Professions  of  a  Desire  to  ae* 
commodate  these  Differences,  yet  it  appeared  that  their  real  Design 
was  only  to  gain- Time  for  the  Passage  of  those  Troops  to  America, 
which  they  hoped  would  secure  the  Superiority  of  the  French  Forces 
in  those  Paris,  and  enable  them  to  carry  their  ambitious  and  oppres* 
sive  Projects  into  Execution. 

In  these  Circumstances  We  could  not  but  think  it  incumbent  upon 
Us,  to  endeavour  to  prevent  the  Success  of  so  dangerous  a  Design, 
and  to  oppose  the  Landing  of  the  French  Troops  in  America;  and, 
in  Consequence  of  the  just  and  necessary  Measures  we  had  taken  for 
that  Purpose,  the  i'rencA  Ambassador  was  immediately  recalled  from 
Our  Court ;  the  Fortifications  at  Dunkirk,  which  had  been  repairing 
for  some  Time,  were  enlarged;  great  Bodies  of  Troops  marched  down 
to  the  Coast,  and  Our  Kingdoms  were  threatened  with  an  Invasion. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  Execution  of  these  Designs,  and  to  provide 
for  the  Security  of  Our  Kingdoms  which  were  thus  threatened.  We 
could  no  longer  forbear  giving  Orders  for  the  seising  at  Sea  the 
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Ships  of  the  French  King,  and  his  Subjects.  Notwithstanding 
which,  as  We  were  still  unwilling  to  give  up  all  Hopes  that  an  Ac- 
commodation might  be  effected,  We  have  contented  Ourselves  hith- 
erto with  detaining  the  said  Ships,  and  preserving  them,  and  (as  far 
as  was  possible)  their  Cargoes  intire,  without  proceeding  to  theXlon- 
fiaoation  of  them ;  but  it  being  now  evident,  by  the  hostile  invasion  ac- 
tually made  by  the  French  King  of  Our  Island  of  Minorcc^  that  it  is 
the  determined  Resolution  of  that  Court  to  hearken  to  no  Terms 
of  Peace,  but  to  carry  on  the  War,  which  has  been  long  be^un  on 
their  Part  with  the  utmost  Violence,  We  can  no  longer  remain,  con- 
sistently with  what  We  owe  to  Our  dWn  Honour,  and  to  the  Welfare 
of  Our  Subjects  within  those  Bounds,  which,  from  a  Desire  of  Peace, 
We  had  hitherto  observed. 

We  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  declare  War,  and  We  do 
hereby  Declare  War  against  the  French  King,  who  hath  so  unjustly 
begun  it,  relying  on  the  Help  of  Almighty  5od,  in  Our  just  under- 
taking, and  being  assured  of  the  hearty  Concurrence  and  Assistance 
of  Our  Subjects,  in  support  of  so  good  a  Cause,  hereby  willing  and 
requiring  Our  Captain  General  of  Our  Forces,  Our  Commissioners 
for  executing  the  Office  of  Our  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain^ 
Oar  Lieutenants  of  Our  several  Counties,  Governors  of  our  Forts 
and  Garrisons,  and  all  other  OfEicers  and  Soldiers  under  them,  by 
Sea  and  Land,  to  do  and  execute  all  Acts  of  Hostility,  in  the  Pro- 
secution of  this  War  against  the  French  King,  his  Vassals  and  Sub- 
jects, and  to  oppose  their  Attempts,  Willing  and  requiring  all  Our 
Subjects  to  take  Notice  of  the  same,  whom  We  henceforth  strictly 
forbid  to  hold  any  Correspondence  or  Communication  with^the  said 
French  Eling,  or  nis  Subjects.  And  We  do  hereby  command  Our 
o^n  Subjects,  and  advertise  all  other  Persons,  of  what  Nation  so* 
ever,  not  to  transport  or  carry  any  Soldiers,  Arms,  Powder,  Ammu- 
nition, or  other  Contraband  Goods,  to  any  of  the  Territories,  Lands, 
Plantations,  or  Countries  of  the  said  French  King ;  Declaring,  That 
whatsoever  Ship  or  Vessel  shall  be  met  withal,  transporting  or  car- 
rying any  Soldiers,  Arms,  Powder,  Ammunition,  or  any  other  Con- 
traband Goods,  to  any  of  the  Territories,  Lands,  Plantation  or  Coun- 
tries of  the  said^ FrencA  King,  the  same  being  taken,  shall  be  con- 
demned as  good  and  lawful  Frize. 

And  whereas  there  are  remaining  in  Our  Kingdom  divers  of  the 
Subjects  of  the  French  King,  We  do  hereby  declare  Our  Royal  In- 
tention to  jbe.  That  all  the  French  Subjects  who  shall  demisan  them- 
selves dutifully  towards  Us,  shall  be  safe  in  their  Persons  and 
Effects. 

Given  at  Our  Court  at  Kensington,  the  Sevcnteeth  Day  of  Majf^ 
1755,  in  the  Twenty  ninth  Year  of  our  Reign. 

God  save  the  King.* 

*  Published  at  Easton,  on  Friday,  the  80th  July,  1756,  by  the  Governor,  in 
presence  of  the  Council,  and  seyeral  gentlemen  and  others.  The  First  Bat- 
talion of  tho  Pennsylyania  Regiment  drawn  ap  in  three  diTisioAs. 

Published  in  Philadelphia,  Augt  1756. 
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Adam  Rbed  to  Edward  Shippen,  1756. 

Sir: 

Yesterday  Jacob  Elles  a  Soldej-  of  Capt"  Smith's  at  Brown's  fortb, 
a  Liver  before,  2}  Milles  over  ye  first  Mountan  just  within  the  gape 
at  s'  forth,  having  some  wheat  growing  at  his  place  preveH  with  his 
officer  for  some  of  ye  men  to  help  him  to  cut  a  Litle  of  ye  same, 
accordingly  10  of  them  went,  set  guards  Round  &  fell  to  work,  abont 
10  of  ye  Clock,  they  had  Reap**  doun  &  went  to  ye  head  to  Begin 
again,  and  before  they  had  all  well  Begon,  3  Indians  Crep*  to  jc 
fence  just  at  their  Back,  &  alfS  at  one  penal  of  the  fence  fired  upon 
them.  Killed  their  Corprall  dead  and  another  that  was  standing  with 
his  gun  in  one  hand  &  a  Botle  in  ye  other,  was  wounded,  his  left  arm 
is  Brock  in  2  places  so  that  his  gun  fell,  he  Being  a  litle  more 
down  the  feild,  the  feild  Being  about  15  or  16' poll  in  lentb,  them 
that  Reap'  had  their  arms  about  half  way  down  at  a  larg  tree  as  soon 
as  ye  Indians  found  they  did  not  load  their  guns  but  leap^  over  yo 
fence  into  the  middle  of  them  &  one  of  them  left  his  gun  Behind 
him  without  ye  fence,  they  all  run  thordw  one  another  &  thorow  one 
another,  ye  Indians  making  a  tarable  Holo,  and  looked  liker  ye 
devel  than  an  Indian,  the  Soulders  fled  to  their  Arms  &  as  3  of 
them  stood  Behind  ye  tree  with  their  Arms  ye  Indian  that  came  in 
wanting  his  gun,  came  within  a  few  yards  of  them  &  took  up  the 
wounded  Solder's  gun  &  would  ahave  Kille'  another  had  not  one  that 
perseved  him  fired  at  him,  so  that  he  dropp'  ye  gun  the  Indians  fled, 
and  in  going  off,  2  Soldiars  stood  about  a  Rod  apart,  a  Indian  Run 
thorow  Betwixt  them,  they  both  fired  at  him,  yet  he  went  off  deer, 
when  they  were  over  yc  fence  a  Soldier  fired  at  one  of  them  upon 
which  he  stooped  a  litle  and  so  went  all  3  off,  a  litle  after  they  left 
ye  feild  they  fired  one  gun  and  give  a  hollo,  the  Solder  bid  the 
one  that  was  Killed,  went  home  to  the  forth  found  James  Brown 
that  lives  in  ye  forth  one  of  their  Solders  a  Missing,  the  Lieutinant 
went  out  with  more  men  and  Brought  in  the  dead  man  but  still 
Brown  was  missing  I  herd  shooting  that  night,  I  went  up  next 
morning  with  some  hands,  Captain  Smith  had  sent  up  more  men 
from  the  other  fort,  went  out  next  morning  &  against  I  got 
there  word  had  come  in  from  them  they  had  found  James  Brown 
killed  and  scalped,  I  went  over  with  them  to  bring  him  home,  he  was 
Killed  with  the  last  shot  about  20  poll  from  the  feild  of  Battle,  his 
gun,  his  showes,  &  jacket  carried  off,  the  sojilders  that  found  him  told 
me  that  they  track'^  the  8  Indians  to  the  second  Mountan  &  they 
found  one  of  the  Indians  guns  a  little  from  Browns  Corps  Brock  to 
in  pieces  as  she  had  Been  good  for  little,  they  showed  me  where  je 
Indians  fired  thorow  ye  fence  &  it  was  full  Eleven  yards  to  where 
the  man  lay  dead  ye  Rising  ground  above  ye  feild  was  clc«ir  of  stand- 
ing timber  &  t  le  grubcs  low,  so  that  they  had  kept  a  Bad  look  out. 
The  above  aoc^  you  may  depend  upon,  we  have  almost  lost  all  Hopes 
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of  any  thing  but  to  move  off  and  loose  oar  cropes  we  have  Reap* 
with  so  much  defickultj. 

S'l  am 

Yours  to  serre, 

ADAM  REED. 

Hanover^  Augat  je  7;  1756. 

Directed. 

To  M'-  Edward  Shippcn  Esq'- 

Adam  Reed^  7th  Aug^,  1756. 


Gov.  Morris  to  Col.  Clapham,  1756. 

New  York  4  Aug*,  1756. 
Sir: 

I  have  yours  by  Cap.  Lloyd,*  which  I  received  at  Eliz'town^  and  by 
him  send  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Commissioners  to  whom  I  have  wrote  to 
send  you  some  money  for  contingent  services,  and  an  additional 
number  of  Horses. — I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  promised  the 
subaltern  officers  any  augmentation  of  pay  or  to  have  heard  the 
Commissioners  say  anything  of  such  augumentation.  I  have  your 
map  of  the  forts  and  of  the  block  Houses  and  stuoado,  you  have 
Erected,  which  I  much  approve,  as  your  people  May  under  that  cover 
work  in  safety. 

As  the  Province  has  already  been  at  a  very  considerable  expense 
to^gain  a  lodgment  at  Shamokin,  which  has  been  long  thought  a  place 
of  great  importance,  I  must  reccomend  it  to  you  and  the  officers 
under  you,  to  continue  upon  that  service  till  a  stucodo  fort  or  one 
like  Fort  Halifax  be  finished,  when  thai  is  done  I  will  consider  of  the 
officers  Proposal,  but  till  then  I  cannot  think  it  consistent  with  my 
Duty  to  His  Majesty  or  the  safety  of  the  Inhabitants  to  givejhe 
officers  leave  to.  resign. 

Col.  Clapham. 

'  Indorsed. 

Dft  Gov  Morris'  Let<!br  to  Col.  Clapham,  4  Aug*,  1756. 

*  See  page  706* 
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James  Galbreath  to  Edw.  Shippen,  1756 

Derry,  9  day  of  Angastj  1756. 

D'Sir, 

There  is  nothing  bat  Bade  nnse  Every  day  the  Last  week ;  there 
wase  two  Solders  kild  and  one  wounded  about  two  mills  from  Monady 
fort,  and  two  of  the  garde  that  Escorted  the  battoe  were  Kild,  and  we 
may  Ezpeck  nothing  but  such  daly,  if  there  is  not  a  stope  put  to 
these  savages ;  we  shall  be  all  broke  in  these  parts,  people  are  going 
off  daly  from  these  parts,  and  Leaving  almost  there  all  behind  them, 
and  as  for  my  part  I  think  alitill  tim  will  lay  the  Country  west  by 
fright,  so  that  the  Enemy  will  have  nothing  to  do  but  tak  what  we 
have  worked  for.  « 

Sir, 

your  most  Humble  Serv^ 

JAS.  GALBREATH. 
£Read  in  Council^  Aug.  21.] 

Directed^ 
To  Edward  Shippen,  Esq'.^  in  Lancaster. 

Indorsed, 
James  Galbreath^  9  Aug*,  1756. 


•  James  Galbreath  to  James  Hamilton,  1756. 

Derry,  the  10'»»  Agust,  1756. 
Honorad  Sir, 

There  is  nothing  heare  allmost  Evry  day  but  murder  Commited 
by  the  Indians  in  som  part  or  oather,  about  five  mills  above  me,  at 
Monady  Gape ;  there  was  two  of  th  provance  solders  kild,  one 
wounded ;  there  wase  but  three  Indians,  and  they  cam  in  amongst 
ten  of  our  men  and  commited  the  murder,  hxid  weift  off  safe  ;  the 
name  or  sight  of  an  Indian  maks  allmost  all  mankind  in  these  parts 
to  trimble,  there  Barbarity  is  so  Cruel  where  they  are  masters,  for 
by  all  apperance  the  Bevall  Commitans,  God  permits,  and  the  French 
pays,  and  by  this  the  Back  parts,  by  all  apparance,  will  be  Laid 
west  by  flight,  with  what  is  gon  and  agoio^,  more  Espesaly  Cumber- 
land County.  ' 
Pardon  my  freedom  in  this  where  I  have  Don  amiss. 
Sir, 

your  most  Humb^* 

Servant  to  Command, 

JAS.  GALBREATH. 
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P.  S.    SiTi  am  in  want  of  the  pisteb. 
Direction, 

To  the  Honourable  James  Hamilton.  Esq'.,  at  the  seat  on  Bosh- 
hilL 

Indorsed, 

James  Galbreatfa.  10  Aug',  1756.* 


Copt,  Wm.  Parsons  to  Oapt.  Wbttbrhold,  1756. 

Easton,  Aug*  12, 1756. 
Sir: 

I  reoeived  yonr  Letter  of  the  9*^  Instant,  relating  to  the  Mutiny 
at  Fort  Allen,  excited  by  Christian  Weyrick,  a  Corporal. 

I  therefore  desire  you  to  go  with  a  Detachment  of  your  o?m  meny 
and  take  the  said  Ghriatian  Weyrick  and  bind  him  fast,  &  send  him 
to  the  County  Goal,  at  Easton,  for  exciting  a  Mutiny  on  the  5^  Day 
of  August  Instant,  at  Fort  Allen,  be  sure  to  secure  him  very  well. 

Also,  I  desire  you  to  put  tbe  Lieut,  under  an  Arrest  for  not  en- 
deavouring to  Suppress  a  Mutiny,  excited  by  Christian  Weyrick,  the 
6*^  Instant,  at  Fort  Allen.  I  think  it  will  be  best  to  order  the  Lieut, 
to  Fort  Norris,  'till  further  Orders.  If  these  Mutinies  are  not  sup- 
pressed in  the  Beginning,  it  will  be  impossible  to  preserve  any  Order 
among  the  Forces.  If  Capt.  Reynolds  is  not  return'd  to  the  Fort, 
I  would  have  you  take  Care  not  to  leave  the  Fort  without  a  Com- 
missioned Officer  to  command  it,  in  his  absence.  I  hope  you  will 
not  lose  any  time  in  doing  what  is  above  directed  you. 

I  am,  &o. 

W.  P.f 

To  Capt.  Wetterhold,  at  | 
Fort  Hamilton.  j 

The  15*^  I  sent  a  Copy  to  Capt.  Wetterhold,  by  the  Express  that 
brought  Capt.  Ordt's  Letter,  with  Directions  to  deliver  it  to  him 
that  night :  And  added  to  the  Copy  as  follows,  viz^ 

Sir, 

As  I  have  not  heard  from  you  since  I  sent  the '  Letter  of  which 
the  above  is  a  Copy,  I  must  think  you  have  not  received  that  Let- 
ter, I  therefore  desire  and  order,  that  immediately  upon  Ileoeipt 
thereof,  you  will  put  the  above  Orders  into  Execution,  without  any 
Excuse  or  Delay. 

I  am,  &c. 

Easton,  Aug^  15, 1756. 

P.  S.  I  am  also  informed  that  the  Lieut,  has  been  guilty  of  sel- 
ling and  embezelling  the  publick  Stores,  at  Fort  Allen. 

♦  "Read  in  Council,  Aug.  21,  1756." 
t  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol  VII.  p.  222. 
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Copy,  Wm,  Parsons  to  Capt,  Orndt,  1756. 

A  Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Capt.  Orndti 

Easton,  Aug*  15, 1756. 
Sir: 

This  momiDg  early  I  received  your  8  Letters  of  the  12%  JL8*  & 
14*^  Instant.  That  relating  to  Lieut.  Miller  I  shall  transmit  imme- 
diately to  his  Honour  the  Governor,  and  in  the  mean  time  approve 
what  you  have  done  with  regard  to  the  Lieut.  Gapt.  Reynolds  has 
Powder  &  Lead,  and  can  spare  6Ib  of  powder  &  20Ib  of  Lead  to  the 
Forces  at  Tucker's  Mill,  and  if  you  order  any  Body  for  it  they  may 
shew  him  this  Letter.  I  ordered  Capt.  Wetterhold  to  go  to  Fort 
Allen  and  arrest  the  man  that  had  been  so  mutinous,  for  exciting  a 
Mutiny,  and  to  send  him  bound  ta  the  prison  at  Easton.  I  ordered 
him  also  to  put  the  Lieut,  under  arrest,  for  not  endeavouring  to 
suppreas  a  Mutiny  lately  raised  at  Fort  Allen,  and  to  order  him,  the 
Lieut.,  to  Fort  Norris  till  further  Orders,  but  I  have  not  heard  one 
Word  from  Capt.  Wetterhold  in  answer  to  my  Orders,  and  wotider 
very  much  that  he  is  so  negligent.  I  desire  you  to  let  him  know, 
that  I  expect  he  will  pay  immediate  Obedience  to  his  Orders  as 
above.  I  am  very  much  concerned  to  hear  the  Indians  keep  lurking 
about  Swaratauro,  and  that  they  cant  be  drove  away  from  that  place. 

I  am,  &c. 

Indorsed^ 

.  Copy  Lett'  to  Captain  Wetterhold  ]  another  to  Capt.  Orndt — ^Ma- 
jor  W-.  Parsons.     12  Aug*,  1756. 

Bead  in  Council,  21**  August. 


Commissioners  to  Gov.  Morris  1756. 

Philadelphia,  Aug**  12, 1756. 
Sir: 

Your  Honour  having  in  your  Letter  of  Yesterday,  to  the  Gom- 
missionersi  recommended  Sundry  Articles  of  Expence,  and  the  ad- 
vancing of  Money  on  Several  Occasions,  they  think  it  necessary  to 
acquaint  your  Honour,  which  they  hereby  do,  that  the  Fifty-five 
Thousand  Pounds  put  into  their  Hands  by  Act  of  Assembly  for  the 
King's  Use,  is  all  expended,  togeTker  with  about  Two  Thousand  Two 
hundred  Pounds,  Part  of  the  Five  Thousand  Pounds  given  by  the 
Proprietors  ;  But  the  Proprietors  Receiver  General  having  this  Day 
acquainted  the  Commissioners  that  he  has  no  Money  in  his  Hands 
to  pay  the  Remainder  of  that  Gift,  and  does  not  know  when  he 
shall  have  it ;  they  can  proceed  no  further  in  advancing  Money  or 
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giyiDg  OrdeiB,  till  they  oaa  see  how  the  Same  will  be  repaid  or  an- 
swered. 

We  are  jour  Honour's 

Obedient  hum.  Ser^^. 

James  HAmLTON^ 
John  Mifflin, 
Jon.  Huohes, 
Jos.  Ffox, 
Evan  MoroaN| 
B.  Franklin. 
To  Hon*»  B.  H.  Bforris,  Esq'. 

Direcfed, 

To  The  Hon*»«  Rob*  IT.  Morris,  Esq'.,  Lien*.  Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  Province  T>f  Pennsylvania. 

Indorsed. 

9 

Commiss'*  letter  to  GoVj  y*  y*  £bbflOO  is  expended. 
12*»»  Aug*,  1756. 


uires. 


Minutes  of  Council,  1756, 

A  Council  y  14*^  Augs*.  1756.  P.  M. 

PRESENT. 

The  Governor — 

jZ'S^,  }     TH08.  Cabwaixabeb,  }  E«,«J 

The  several  Letters  &  Papers  sent  by  Express  from  L*.  Col.  Arm- 
strong, &  relating  to  y«  taking  Fort  Granville,'*'  on  y*  30*''  Ult.,  and 
other  Mischiefs  done  by  y  French  and  Indians  in  Cumberland 
County,  beiug  read,  the  Governor  desired  the  Council's  Advise  what 
steps  he  should  take  for  the  relief  and  better  Security  of  that  part  of 
the  Frontier;  acquainting  them^y*  he  had  already  prepared  Drafts 
of  Letters  to  be  sent  to-morrow  haoming  to  L'.  Loudon  &  8'.  Cha*. 
Hardie  on  y^  subject,  and  to  L*.  Coll.  Armstrong  &  Weiser,  to  be 
upon  their  guard,  &  provide  in  y*  best  manner  they  could,  for  y* 
stopping  y*  progress  of  y"  Eaemy,  and  defending  y*  Frontiers; 
which  Drafts  were  read  &  approved  of.  And  y  Council  also  advised 
y*  Gov.  to  press  y*  Assembly  to  make  some  further  provision 
f  >r  y*  better  &curity  of  y«  Western  Frontier.f 

Indorsed, 
14«*  Aug*.  1756.    Min*.  Council. 

♦  See  Col.  Records,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  242,  278. 

f  This  Minute  does  not  appear  in  the  printed  Colonial  Records. 
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Col.  Clapham  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Fort  Augustai  14*^  Angust^  1756. 

Sir: 

Last  night  I  receiv'd  by  Express  the  disagreeable  News,  that  Port 
Granville  was  taken  and  burnt  to  the  Ground  by  a  Body  of  five  hun- 
dred French  and  Indians,  that  the  whole  Garrison  were  kiU'd  except 
one  Person,  who  was  much  wounded,  and  made  his  Esoape ;  and 
am  well  Assured  that  this  Loss  was  entirely  occasioned  by  a  Want 
of  Ammunition,  haying  receiv'd  a  Letter  two  or  three  days  ago  from 
Colonel  John  Armstrong,  that  they  had  in  that  Fort  only  one  Pound 
of  Powder  &  fourteen  Pounds  of  Lead. 

And  I  must  again  acquaint  your  Honor,  that  we  are  still  without 
the  necessary  Military  Stores,  for  which  Mr.  Burd  *^  my  Orders  has 
frequently  wrote  to  the  Commissioners,  but  to  no  purpose ;  and  shou'd 
the  Enemy  invest  us  in  ourpresent  situation,  w^^^in  all  Probability  is 
their  Design,  it  is  impossible  but  we  must  likewise  fall  a  sacrifice  to 
them.  We  have  not  in  store  more  than  four  half  Barrels  of  Pow- 
der, which  is  only  half  of  a  Pound  to  eacji  Man,  &  none  remaining 
for  the  use  of  the  Cannon.  Inclos'd  is  a  List  of  several  Articles  ab- 
solutely &  immediately  necessary  for  our  Security;  with  which  I 
expect  the  Commissioners  will  furnish  us  without  Delay;  and  then 
wo  may  be  able  to  give  a  good  Account  of  ourselves,  wo  have  the 
Walls  of  the  Fort  now  above  half  finished,  and  our  other  Works  in 
such  situation,  that  we  can  make  a  very  good  Defence  against  any 
Body  of  French  &  Indians  that  shall  seat  themselves  before  us  with- 
out Cannon. 

•  I  am  informed  by  the  Express,  That  the  12  Battoes  I  sent  the  10** 
Instant  to  Harris's  for  Flour,  &c.,  met  w^  so  much  Difficulty  in  get- 
ting down  the  River  to  Halifax,  that  I  am  convinc'd  it  will  be  quite 
impracticable  for  them  to  push  up  before  the  River  rises ;  but  least 
they  should  attempt  to  do  it,  I  have  dispatoh'd  a  Messenger  to  Cap*. 
Jameson,  whom  I  have  order'd  not  to  suffer  them  to  stir,  but  to  re- 
main at  Hunter's  Fort  till  further  Orders,  as  I  am  apprehensive  the 
Enemy  have  by  this  time  posted  themselves  along  the  River  in  order 
to  interrupt  our  Commnnioations  and  harrass  our  Convoys. 

The  present  method  of  supplying  this  Garrison  by  Water  is  so 
uncertain  that  some  quick  expedient  should  be  fallen  upon  to  engage 
a  number  of  Pack  Horses  into  the  Service,  whioh  may  transport  oar 
Provisions,  &c.,  at  all  times^of  the  Year,  by  the  Way  of  Tulpehookeni 
or  any  other  that  may  be  thought  more  couvenient 

Our  Battoes  during  the  Winter  Season  must  lay  by,  so  that  it  will 
be  necessary  that  three  or  four  months  Provisions  shou'd  be  stored 
up  here  in  the  Fall,  for  the  support  of  this  Garrison  till  the  Spring. 

M^  Bryan,  who  by  no  means  has  supported  the  Character  of  a 
"^ood  Officer;  this  morning  deliver'd  me  up  his  Commiseion,  which 
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he  cboose  to  do  rather  than  stand  a  Tryal  before  a  General  Gour 
Martial  for  his  late  Mis-Conduct  I  have  therefore  filled  up  an  En 
sign  Commiffiion  for  Mr.  Thomas  Mckee's  son,  who  enter'd  into  the 
Regiment  as>  Volunteer  at  Mckee's  Storo^  &  has  since  behav'd  him 
self  extremely  well  in  that  Capacity. 

I  have  pnt  Lieutenant  Plunket  under  an  arrest  for  mutiny,  &  only 
wait  for  the  return  of  Gap^  Lloyd  the  Judge  Advocate,  to  have  him 
tryed  by  a  General  Court  Martial. 

I  wou'd  now  refer  you  to  my  last  Letter  of  the  10^  Instent,  and 
have  only  to  assure  you  that  I  always  am  with  great  Esteem. 

Your  Honors 

Most  Obedient  humble  Servant 

WILLM.  CLAPHAM. 

P.  S.  If  this  Letter  shou'd  jiot  be  very  clean  when  it  comes  to 
your  Honor's  Hands,  I  beg  you  will  excuse  it,  as  I  am  oblig'd  to  put 
it  into  the  Pad  of  the  Courier's  Pack-Saddlci  lesty*  Enemy  shou'd 
get  Possession  of  it. 

To  the  Hon^i*.  Bob^  Hunter  Morris,  Esf^  Gov'.  &c. 

Indorsed, 
Col.  Clapham's  Letter  to  the  Gov.  Aug.  14  1766. 


Wm.  Paesohs  to  Gov.  Morbis,  1756. 

Easton^  August  the  14'",  1766. 
Honored  Sir, 

Yesterday  afternoon  the  Detachment  that  escorted  the  Indians 
from  Bethlehem  to  Fort  Allen,  returned,  and  with  them  came  Ben 
and  another  Indian  Man  of  Teedyuscung's  Betinuej  who  intend  to 
go  to  Philad*.  and  stay  there. 

I  ask'd  Ben  after  Teedyuscung,  and  the  Beason  of  his  staying  so 
long  at  the  Fort,  and  what  his  Beason  was  for  leaving  the  King.  He 
told  me  his  Beason  for  returning  was,  that  he  saw  nothiug  but  want 
and  Hunger  before  him  if  he  went  to  Diahogo,  whereupon  he  told 
the  King  that  he  was  now  going  to  a  People,  whose  Language  he  was 
entirely  unacquainted  with,  and  therefore  he  could  not  be  of  any  ser- 
vice to  him  with  them  ]  that  he  would  stay  with  the  English  till  the 
King  retum'd  again,  when  be  would  very  cheerfully  scrre  him  as 
an  Interpreter  to  the  English  as  he  now  had  done. 

This  pass'd  last  Wednesday,  when  Ben  waited  upon  the  King 
about  12  Miles  from  the  Fort,  (on  his  Way  to  Diahogo)  where  Ben 
Vol.  IL— 32 
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left  him  with  the  other  Indians.  So  that  it  seemed  unnecessary  for 
me  to  go  up  to  the  Fort,  the  Indians  being  really  gone  from  it 

As  to  the  Stay  of  the  Indians  at  the  Fort,  Ben  gives  a  most  Til- 
lainons  account  of  the  Lieut,  there,  while  the  Captain  was  at  Philad*. 
He  says  that  Teedyuscung  had  procured  16  Deer  Skins,  which  he 
intended  to  have  sent  as  a  present  to  the  Qovemor  to  make  him  a 
pair  of  Gloves,  as  he  said ;  the  Lieut,  told  the  King,  that  one  Skin 
was  enough  to  make  a  pair  of  Gloves,  and  kept  teezing  him  and  ply- 
ing him  with  Rum  till  the  old  Man  was  off  his  Guard.'  Ben  told 
the  King  he  hoped  he  would  not  go  from  his  Design  of  sending  the 
Skins  to  the  Governor,  and  told  the  Lieut,  that  he  did  not  under- 
stand Indian  affiiirs,  that  the  King  knew  very  well  that  the  Governor 
could  not  use  16  Skins  in  making  a  pair  of  Gloves  but  that  that  was 
the  Indian  way  of  speaking.  But  all  was  to  no  purpope,  and  the 
Lieut,  got  the  16  Skins  for  three  pounds,  which  Money  Ben  counted 
himself,  but  does  not  know  what  became  of  it.  Ben  says  further, 
that  as  long  as  the  Indians  had  money,  the  Lieut,  sold  them  Rum, 
80  that  they  were  almost  always  drunk ;  and  he  believes  that  if  they 
had  been  refused  Rum  at  their  first  coming  to  the  Fort,  the  King 
and  all  his  Company  wotBd  not  have  stayed  long  there,  but  would 
have  proceeded  to  Diahogo,  and  would  not  have  stay'd  and  eaten  all 
their  Store  of  Provisions  before  they  left  the  Fort. 

Ben  informs  further  that  they  had  discovered  the  Tracks  of  about 
20  strange  Indians  coming  from  Susquahanah  and  going  towards 
Minnisinks.  That  they  suppose  these  Indians  are  out  upon  some 
bad  Design  as  they  marched  mostly  a  Breast  or  aside  of  one  another 
Whereas  the  Indian  manner  is  when  they  have  no  unfriendly  or  hos- 
tile Intentions,  always  to  march  one  after  the  other.  Tour  Honour 
will  your  self  hear  things  more  particularly  from  Ben.  He  was 
very  free  from  Liquor  and  very  clear  and  intelligible  when  he  gave 
me  this  acc^    I  am 

Tour  Honour's 

most  obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

WM.  PARSONS.* 

Direction, 

On  his  Majesty's  Service. 
To  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire,  Governor  of 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

Indoned, 
14  Aug.  1756.    Wm.  Parsons.    Read  in  Council  21»*  August. 

♦See  Colon  Rec.  Vol.  VII  p.  222. 
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Wm.  Parsons  to  B.  Petbbs,  1756. 

Easion,  Aagoflt  15, 1756. 
Sir: 

Tour  FaToar  of  tho  11^  came  safe  to  Hand  and  I  thank  you  for  the 
good  News  you  oommuuicated  to  me.  Indian  Ben  &  anoUier  Indian 
Man  came  last  Fryday  from  Fort  Allen  and  are  desirous  to  come  to 
Philad%  as  they  jfanted  to  go  to  Bethlehem  I  was  obliged  to  send 
two  men  witti  them  yesterday  and  they  are  returned  to  Day  to  Easton: 
To  Morrow,  or  next  Day  they  will  set  off  under  the  Care  of  Ensign 
Insley.  I  have  abundance  of  disagreeable  Acco*s  to  send  his  Honour 
from  Fort  Allen,  but  cant  get  my  Letters  ready  till  Mr.  Insley  goes. 
Mr.  Horsfield  wrote  me  word  this  Day  that  he  had  wrote  by  Mr. 
Edmonds  to  the  Governor  to  acquaint  him  that  Teedyuscung  was 
realy  gone.  I  realy  believe  that  he  would  not  have  stayed  so  long 
at  the  Forty  But  as  Ben  tells  me  the  Lieut,  there  had  sold  him  as 
much  Rum  as  he  could  pay  for,  till  he  received  my  orders  not  to  let 
the  Indians  have  more  than  a  gill  a  Day.  When  the  King  saw  those 
orders  he  was  a  little  ashamed  for  staying  so  long.  But  Ben  who  is 
become  a  very  sober  Fellow,  will  give  a  more  full  Acco^  of  the 
villainous  Conduct  of  the  Lieut.,  of  which  I  shall  write  his  Hon*'  a 
pretty  large  Acco^  I  should  be  very  much  obliged  to  you  if  you 
would  please  to  let  me  know  if  you  beard  any  thing  at  New  York 
ooncerning  my  Friend  Mr.  Bichard  Nugent. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 

W*'-  PARSONS.* 

Dtrected, 

Richard  Peters^  Esquire^  in  Philadelphia.  By  favour  of  Wm. 
Vernon. 

Indorsed, 

Wm.  ParsonS;  15th  Aug*,  1756.    Read  in  Council  21*'  Augt* 


Wm.  Pabsons  to  Gov.  Morris,  1766, 

Easton,  Kxxgxxzi  the  Ib^  1756. 
Honoured  Sir : 

In  my  Letter  to  your  Honour  of  the  8^^  I  mentioned  my  Design 
of  going  to  Fort  Allen  to  learn  the  Occasion  of  King  Teedyuscungs 
stay  there  but  was  prevented  by  other  publick  affairs,  from  going  as 
I  intended,  but  I  believe  by  my  letter  of  yesterday  your  Honour  will 
see  the  Reason  of  his  stay  at  the  Fort. 

On  the  10*^  I  received  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Horsfield,  inform^* 

*  See  Colon.  Records,  Vol.  YII.  p.  222. 
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that  four  of  tbe  Indians  that  came  with  Teedjnscung,  and  who  had 
return'd  with  him-  to  the  Fort,  came  back  to  Bethlehem :  He  like- 
wise informed  me  that  two  of  them  desired  to  be  escorted  to  Philad* 
which  he  had  prevailed  with  the  Bretheren  to  do.  The  other  two 
with  a  Woman  and  Child  wanted  to  go  to  Fort  Allen,  and  desired 
me  to  send  a  Detachment  to  escort  uiem  there ;  which  I  did  that 
Evening  and  repeated  my  Orders  to  the  Commanding  Officer  to  build 
a  Shade  for  the  Indians  and  not  to  let  them  have  more  than  a  Gill 
of  Rum  a  Man  ^  Bay.  And  I  believe  these  orders  were  the  Reason 
of  the  King's  resolving  to  go ;  and  Ben  is  of  the  same  Opinion.  I 
only  wait  for  Capt  Wetterhold,  from  whom  I  expect  ta  hear  (or  to 
see  him)  this  Day,  and  then  shall  pay  them  a  visit  at  the  Fort,  unless 
I  can  be  satisfied  otherways.  The  Occasion  of  my  expecting  Capt 
Wetterhold  soon,  is  that  on  the  10^  I  heard  there  had  been  some 
Disorders  committed  at  Fort  Allen,  and  that  he  had  been  there  and 
assisted  in  setting  them  right  again,  but  received  no  written  Infor- 
mation from  any  Body.  I  thought  it  necessary  to  send  immediately 
to  Capt  Wetterhold  for  an  account  of  what  he  had  seen  amiss  at  Fort 
Allen.  And  early  on  the  morning  of  the  12*^  I  received  the  inclosed 
German  Letter  from  him,  the  substance  of  it  I  have  put  into  English 
which  also  comes  inclosed.  That  same  morning  I  wrote  a  Letter  to 
Wetterhold,  a  copy  whereof  comes  also  inclosed.  And  as  I  expect 
every  minute  to  hear  what  he  has  done  in  the  Affair,  I  cant  think  it 
right  to  leave  the  Town  till  I  do  hoar  from  (or  see)  him.  I  have 
been  inform'd  bv  a  private  Hand  that  saw  him  with  his  Detachment 
going  to  Fort  Allen,  as  he  said,  to  execute  the  Orders  he  had  received 
from  me.  This  Morning  Capt.  Orndt's  Letter  came  to  Hand  and  I 
am  afiMd  that  Lieut.  Miller  is  faulty.  It  cives  me  great  Pain  that 
I  am  obliged  to  give  your  Honour  all  this  Trouble  at  this  time ;  but 
without  your  Authority  and  Direction  we  are  like  to  run  into  great 
confusion.  I  am  however  determined  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on 
my  part  to  preserve  good  Order  in  tbe  several  Companies.  And  I 
persuade  myself  that  your  Honour  will  not  think  I  have  been  idle. 

I  am  very  doubtful  that  Capt.  Reynold  is  rather  too  young  for  that 
Station  where  the  Indians  are,  aad  will  be  continually  passing  and 
repassing,  and  may  require  the  Care  and  Conduct  of  a  more  experi- 
enced Officer.  His  Lieut.  I  take  to  be  that  little  impertinent  Body 
which  your  Honour  saw  at  the  Tavern  on  Quittopohela  Spring,  where 
Reynolds  was  with  hb  Bbcruits,  where  your  Honour  returned  from 
the  Camp  at  Harris's  Ferry.     I  am, 

Honoured  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

W*'-  PARSONS. 
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August  16, 1756. 

This  Eveniiig  between  7  &B,  Capt.  Weiterfaold  brought  Christian 
Wejriok  Prisoner  to  this  Town,  and  delivered  him  to  the  Keeper  of 
Goal. 

Yesterday  he  met  with  Capt.  Omdt's  Ensign  retnmine  to  Fort 
Norris,  who  told  him  that  Lient.  Miller  would  not  submit  to  his  arrest, 
Wetterhold  told  him  he  should  go  back  with  him  to  the  Lieut,  and 
he  did  not  doubt  but  he  could  bring  him  to  submit.  When  they 
came  to  the  Lieilt.  Wetterhold  asked  him  why  he  was  not  obedient  to 
bis  Captain's  Orders ;  the  Lieut,  told  him  that  he  had  as  good  a  Com- 
mission as  his  Capt,  and  he  would  not  submit  to  him  and  he  ques- 
tioned if  Wetterhold  had  Power  to  arrest  him.  Wetterhold  told  him 
if  he  did  not  immediately  submit  to  his  own  Capt.  he  would  soon 
convince  him  that  he  had  himself  Authority  to  put  him  into  arrest 
whereupon  the  Lieut,  desired  one  Day  to  settle  his  affairs  before  he 
went  I  am  fully  of  opinion  if  it  were  not  for  Wetterhold  there 
would  not  be  one  Officer  found  in  those  Parts  that  dared  execute  orders 
of  this  kind,  and  he  appears  to  me  to  be  a  resolute  discreet  Man.  By 
Lieut.  Allen's  Letter  to  me  of  Yesterday,  which  oomes  with  this, 
Your  Honour  will  observe  that  Capt.  Reynolds  is  gone  again  from  the 
Fort  with  his  Ensign,  who,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  is  the  best  officer  of 
the  8  at  Fort  Allen.  And  that  Teedyusciing  is  returned  again  to 
the  Fort.  To  Morrow  Morning  I  will  go  and  enquire  into  the  reason 
of  his  unaccountable  Behaviour  and  endeavour  to  send  him  away. 

lam. 

Honoured  Sir, 

Your  Must  Obedient 

humble  Servant. 

wm.  parsons.* 

Directed^ 

To  the  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esq',  Governor  of  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania.   On  his  Majesty's  Service. 

Jndorud, 

Wm.  Parsons'  Lett**  from  Eaaton,  Aug«  ye  15th,  1756.  .Bead  in 
Council,  21»*  Aug* 


Gborgb  Stevenson  to  Gov.  Morris,  1756. 

Honoured  Sir, 

The  Petition  herewith  sent  yon  was  written  &  sign'd  this  Day, 
therefore  there  are  but  a  few  names  at  it,  but,  I  beg  leave  to  assure 
y  Honour  'tis  the  sentiments  of  the  People. 

The  Facts  contain'd  in  it,  are  undoubtedly  true,  in  company  with 
seven  of  my  Neighbours  I  was  last  Friday  at  Carlisle  for  Information. 

«  See  Colon.  Reo.  VoL  VII.  p.'222. 
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Two  Copies  of  tbis  Petition  are  to  be  seot  to  the  Country  to  mor- 
row to  be  sign'd,  which  will  be  forwarded  for  y'  Satisfaction  next 
Post. 

This  the  Inhabitants  insisted  on  being  sent  to  y^  Honour  by  this 
Post,  as  oar,  Case  will  not  admit  of  Delay, 
r  I  beg  y  Honour's  Pardon  for  this  Liberty,  and  to  be  aoconnted, 

lion'  S% 

Y'  most  obedient 
H"«  Serv*, 

GEO.  STEVENSON. 

DirecUd.— York,  16th  Aug*,  1756. 

Governor  Morris. 

Indorsed. 

George  Stevenson,  16th  August,  1756.    In  Council,  21  Aug** 


A  Messagb  from  thb  Qoverkor  to  the  Assembly,  1756. 

Gent' : 

The  money  heretofore  granted  for  the  defence  of  the  Province 
being  Expended  it  will  bq  impossible  to  keep  the  troops  posted  on 
the  Frontiers  much  longer  together  without  their  pay.  I  therefore 
recommend  it  to  you  to  ^ntcr  upon  the  consideration  of  this  matter 
without  delay,  and  to  grant  such  supplys  as  his  Majesty's  Service  and 
the  safety  of  the  Province  at  this  time  require.  What  makes  this 
the  more  necessary  is  the  number  of  French  and  Indians  that  are 
now  on  our  Border,  a  body  of  whom,  under  a  French  Officer,  have 
taken  and  Burnt  Fort  Granville  on  the  Juniata,  one  of  our  most 
considerable  Forts  on  the  Western  Frontier,  while  others  of  them 
are  murdering  the  Tnhabitants  and  laying  waste  the  Country. 

The  People  to  the  west  of  Sasquehana,  distressed  by  the  frequent 
incursions  of  the  Enemy  and  weakened  by  their  great  losses,  are 
moving  into  the  Interior  parts  of  the  Province,  and  I  am  fearfall 
that  whole  country  will  be  evacuated  if  timely  &  vigorous  measures 
are  not  taken  to  prevent  it. 

Major  Ruthei^ord,  the  Commanding  Oftoer  in  this  Province  of 
his  Majesty's  Royal  American  Regiment,  now  raising,  has  applyed 
for  some  place  in  or  near  this  city  where  the  men  belonging  to  that 
Corps  may  be  Lodged,  together  that  they  may  receive  the  King's 
Provisions,  be  taught  the  use  of  arms,  &  brought  under  a  proper 
discipline,  which  he  thiuks  it  impossible  to  accomplish  while  they 
remained  settled  in  different  places.  As  there  are  at  present  no 
houses  proper  for  the  reception  of  troops  I  must  recommend  it  to 
you  to  enable  me  to  Erect  a  number  of  Barracks  in  some  convenient 
place  sufficient  for  the  reception  ol  a  thousand  men.    There  being 
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already  aboye  five  hundred  raised  in  this  Province  and  about  the 
Bame  number  daily  expected  hither  from  Europe,  and  as  'great 
numbers  of  the  men  raised  in  this  Province  are  Indentured  Serv*%  I 
must  again  recomend  it  \o  you  to  make  provisions  agreeable  to  his 
Majesties  Directions  for  the  payment  of  their  Masters  the  value  of 
the  time  they  had  to  serve^  that  the  furnishing  men  for  his  Majes- 
ty^s  Service  may  not  fall  two  heavy  upon  particulars/ 

Indorsed,  ^ 

D'f*.  Gov''  Message  to  ye  Assembly,  16"»  Aug*,  1756. 


OoL.  Olapham,  to  Gov.  Mobbis  1756. 

Fort  Augusta,  17«»  Aug**,  1756. 

Honoured  Sir : 

When  I  wrote  on  the  14'^  Instant  I  omitted  to  inform  Tour 
Honor  that  the  Garrison  at  Fort  Hallifax,  Hunter's  and  McKee's 
Store  had  very  little  Ammunition ;  And  Yesterday  I  received  a  Let- 
ter from  Cap^'  Jemmison  acquainting  me  that  no  Warlike  Stores  are 
yet  arrived  at  Harris's  from  Philadelphia,  so  that  I  hope  the  Com- 
missioners will  make  the  greatest  Dispatch  in  furnishing  these 
several  Garrisons  w^  all  the.  necessary  Supplies.  I  forgot  ako  to 
mention  our  Want  of  Granada  Shells,  which  should  be  sent  up 
properly  filled  and  fuzed. 

Inclosed  is  the  Examination  of  a  Toung  Max^  who  has  been 
among  the  Indians  above  six  months  &  made  his  Escape  here  last 
Saturday.* 

I  am,  with  due  Esteem,  ^ 

Tour  Honour's^ 

Most  obedient 
hum"  Serv*, 

WILL'M  CLAPHAM. 

The  Hon^^'  Robert  H.  Morris,  Esq',  Governor,  &c. 

Directed,    * 

On  His  Majesty's  Service. 

To  The  Honourable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire, 
Captain  General  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 

Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

Indorsed, 

17  AugS  1756.    Col.  Gkpham. 

*  See  CoL  Beo.  Vol.  VIL,  p.  231. 
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Wm.  Thompson  to         ^  ,  1756. 

D'.  S'. : 

About  the  middle  of  the  Night  onr  Sentries  were  alano'd 
(as  thej  supposed  by  Indians)  and  one  of  them  fired  his  Oan  which 
alarmed  the  rest  of  the  Fort,  upon  which  we  doubled  our  Guard  and 
remained  so  to  this  Morning.  When  viewing  the  Place  where  thej 
Indians  were  supposed  to  be,  found  Tracks,  and  following  them 
down  the  Creek  the  Increased  to  a  larger  Number,  and  Several  Shoe 
Tracks  with  Narrow  Toes  being  amoung  them,  there  is  no  doubt  both 
French  and  Indians  are  in  the  Gang.  David  Ramsej,  who  was 
Tracking,  saw  one  of  the  Ind"  about  a  hundred  y'*  IHstanoe  and  shot 
at  him,  but  as  there  were  but  a  few  Men  out  durst  not  pursue 
him.  We  have  put  every  thing  in  the  best  order  to  make  as  good 
defence  as  Possible  we  can,  but  we  are  Scarce  of  ammunition ;  we 
will  not  be  able  to  hold  it  out  long. 

You  bad  better  set  off  as  soon  as  this  express  arrives  and  bring 
with  as  much  Powder -&  Lead  as  you  can  get. 

I  am,  in  haste,  yours,  &o., 

WILLIAM  THOMPSON. 

Fort  Lyttleton, 
17»>»  AugS  1766, 
9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

P.  S.    Our  horses  are  all  Taken. 

TndarKd. 

'    17  Aug<,  1756     Letter  lieutenant  Wm.  Thompson. 


Adam  Hoops  to  Col.  Armstkono,  1756. 

Aguest, >•  18  day,  176p. 
Sir: 

I  hauf  Sent  express  to  you  woth  y  Frineh  Leter,  and  one  from 
Leften  Thompson,  and  Copey  of  wha(;  I  hauf  Sent  ^  Cap*.  Hamilton, 
and  Einsine  Scott,  and  y*  Remander  I  will  send  By  Potter,  and 
Steels  man.  Leftein  Holedy  Sent  to  me  Last  night  for  Blankets, 
and  says  that  his  man  are  all  goen  to  Leauf  him  for  want  of  y*  Sam, 
as  y*  Enhabents  having  all  Left  y«  fort.  Cap*.  Potter  hauf  47  mean, 
ond  ow  maney.  Cap*.  Steel  hays  I  can  not  will  tel,  Bot  I  Belef 
about  30  or  op  wards,  if  you  hauf  aney  Blankets  send  by  y*  Bearer. 
I  Beleauf  I  will  mak  op  near  20  Strays,  and  y  Remander  send  ^  Pot- 
ter and  Steehi  mean,  wioh  I  hop  you  will  Resef  at  your  argel,  then 
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I  hauf  nothing  moer  as  I  Kcmber  Bot  my  Complements  to  M'". 
Armstrong,  and  my  Ernest  Disier  of  your  will  fear  and  sok  ses. 

I  am  with  much  astem  your 

Most  Humebel  Servent, 

ADM.  HOOPS. 

N.  B.  I  hauf  got  39  par  of  hors  Shoes,  and  15  pear  wich  is 
pot  one  y*  Horses. 

Sine  I  Rot  y*  Carriers  Haues  come  to  me  to  let  me  now  that 
near  John  Lendseys  was  seen  5  or  6  Indenns,  and  that  Cow  was 
Shot  down  at  y**  grin  Ston  Hill,  and  sajs  that  they  Cannot  Carrey 
out  y«  flouer  wioh  they  ad  agread  for  with,  there  is  not  5  famleys  in 
all  thees  parts  Bot  wot  is  now  fled  y^  Satlment  is  fuU  of  Indens,  and 
seen  in  maney  pleases ;  from 

A.  H. 
Directed. 

To  ConI  John  Armstrong,  Esq'.,  Conlnel — in  heast.  ^  faynr  of 
Hugh  Capert. 

Indorsed. 

Letter  Adam  Hoops  to  Con^  J.  Armstrong,  18  Aug*,  1756. 


Hance  Hamilton  to  Adam  Hoops,  1756. 

Wensday  morning,  5  o'Clock,  Augs*  y«  lO*"*,  1756. 
M'.  Hoops, 

D'  Sir, 

I  have  Last  night  Rec*  a  Letter  by  Express  from  my  Lieu^,  which 
I  have  inclos'd  with  the  Orrigoal  of  the  French  Letter,  left  at  Fort 
Granvil.  We  are  Scarce  of  Powder  and  Lead  at  our  Forts;  I  am 
oblidged  to  get  a  little  from  M'.  Hoops,  and  give  my  Recept  as  for 
the  Expedition.  • 

There  is  a  party  of  Cap^  Mercers  Company  here,  and  on  our  Re- 
ceiving this  Letter  we  march  Directly,  taking  with  us  Twelve  Beef 
Cattle,  and  what  Pack  Horses  belongs  to  the  two  Forts.  The  rest 
is  to  be  brought  up  by  Cap^  Potters  and  Steels  men. 

Sir,  there  was  five  of  my  men  that  was  free  about  the  Seventh  of 
July,  wich  promiss'd  to  inlist  again,  and  they  continued  in  the  Ser- 
vice until  they  had  heard  of  Fort  Granvil  being  taken,  (and  not  be- 
ing Quallified  they  went  off,)  as  it  is  Reported  for  want  of  Amuni- 
tion,  and  we  being  so  Scarce  they  plainly  Refused  to  Serve  longer 
under  Such  Circumstances. 

Sir,  I  am  your 

Affectionate  Humble  Serv*. 

HANCE  HAMILTON 
32* 
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Directed. 
To  Oonnel  Jn*.  Anastrong,  Esq'.,  at  Carlisle. 

Indorsed, 
Capt"  Hanoe  Hamilton  to  Col.  John  Armstrongs  19  Aug%  1756 


Capt,  WbttbrhoIiD  to  Wm.  Pabsons,  1756. 

Sir: 

In  the  night  of  the  5^  of  Augast,  Christian  Weyriok,  a  Corporal, 
began  to  qnarrel  with  the  Indians,  and  threatned  to  drive  them  oat 
of  the  Fort  The  Lieut,  persuaded  him  to  forbear,  but  he  seized  the 
Lieut.  &  threw  him  on  the  Ground,  and  afterwards  went  to  the  In- 
dian Sqaws  and  behaved  very  undeoently  with  them  the  whole  night, 
and  some  of  his  Comrades ;  One  tf  ohn  White  upbraiding  him  with 
it,  he  began  to  ourse  and  attempted  to  tear  him  to  pieces,  when  Phi- 
lip Bortner  stept  out  of  the  Guard  Boom  and  ask  d  him  if  he  was 
not  ashamed  to  behave  so,  but  he  took  him  and  threw  him  on  the 
Bench,  who  calling  out  for  help,  Dewalt  Bossing  sprung  between 
them,  but  he  was  not  able  to  manage  him  ;  Then  came  Michael 
Laury,  he  struck  him  several  Blows  upon  the  Head,  and  thereupon 
they  were  parted ;  then  he  took  a  Gun  and  drove  about  the  Fort 
like  a  Beast  and  not  like  a  man,  and  struck  down  two  of  them,  af- 
terwards he  laid  hold  of  his  Outlass  and  went  into  the  Captains 
House  and  pointed  it  out  at  the  window ;  Then  he  took  a  Gun  and 
snapped  it  twice,  but  it  would  not  go  off;  Then  he  took  another 
Gun,  and  that  miss'd  Fire  also ;  then  he  laid  hold  of  a  Third  Gun, 
which  Capt.  Foleck  took  from  him ;  Then  he  seized  another  Gun 
and  went  out  of  the  House,  and  said  one  of  the  4  Reading  town 
Soldiers,  or  John  White,  should  die,  and  shott  at  him;  then  he 
called  to  his  Comrades  and  told  them  they  shqiald  not  leave  him,  they 
would  Storm  the  Fort,  and  no  man  should  live  that  Day;  then  he 
ran  into  the  Captains  House  and  threw  tlie  Benches  about  from  Top 
to  Bottom,  but  there  was  no  Body  in  the  House  but  the  Lieut.,  the 
Clerk  and  the  Serjeant,  they  warned  him,  but  it  all  help'd  nothing; 
Then  the  Serjeant  Bossing  went  to  the  Guard  and  told  them  to  take 
him  into  arrest,  but  they  would  not;  Then  he  went  and  broke 
Stones  from  the  Chymny  Back  and  threw  them  in  at  the  window^ 
and  cursed  furiously,  andfsaid  he  would  kill  one  of  the  4  Reading 
town  Soldiers,  or  would  stab  or  shoot  Serjeant  White ;  He  behaved 
so  violently  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave  the  Fort;  He  broke  se- 
veral Guns  to  pieces,  and  afterwards  Michael  Beltz^  the  Lieut., 
Christian  Weyrick  and  Killian  Lang,  fetched  water  and  put  Rum 
in  it,  and  washed  their  private  parts  therein.  The  6^  of  Aug*  the 
Ensign  returned  to  the  Fort  and  put  things  in  better  order.    This 
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is  the  Information  from  me,  John  Nicholas  Wid^rhold,  Captain. 
N.  B.  I  have  already  acquainted  Colh.  Weiser  with  the  affair. 

Copy  or  Translation  of  Capt.  Wetrterhold's  German  Letter. 

N.  B.  The  Capt.  Dates  his  Letter  the  Day  he  was  at  Fort  Allen 
but  he  must  have  wrote  it  since  that  time,  for  it  was  the  1(M^  I  wrote 
to  him  &  reced  his  answer  the  12%  so  that  his  Letter  to  me  should 
bear  date  the  11^  Listant. 

W.  P.* 
In/Iorsed. 

The  Substanoe  of  Capt  Wetterhold's  Letter. 

In  Council;  21''  Ang^. 


Bby.  Thomas  Barton  to  Gov.  Morris,  ,1756. 

Hononr'd  Sir : 

I  send  your  Honour  the  inclos'd  Petition  at  the  SoUicitation  of  a 
great  number  of  People.  The  complicated  Distresses  of  these  poor 
Creatures'  are  beyond  Expression.  What  few  Inhabitants  remained 
in  Cumberland  are  daily  flying  from  thencei  so  that  in  three  or  four 
days  it  will  be  totally  relinquished.  Marsh  Creek  is  now  the  Fron« 
tier,  and  such  a  Panick  has  seiz'd  the  Hearts  of  People  in  general, 
that  unless  we  have  soon  some  favourable  Turn  in  our  Affairs,  I  am 
affraid  the  Enemy  need  not  long  be  at  t^e  Pains  to  dispute  a  Claim 
to  those  two  Counties. 

I  hope  your  Honour  will  pardon  this  Freedom,  &  do  me  the  Jus- 
tice to  believe  that  I  am,  with  Gratitude  &  Truth 

Your  Honour's  most  obed* 

&  most  hum«  Serv«. 

THO.  BARTON.f 
Redding,  August  2  VS  1756 

Indorsed, 

Letter  Thomas  Barton,  Inclosing  a  Petition  from  Town  &  County 
of  York.    21  Aug*,  1766. 

*  See  Colon.  Rec,  Vol.  VIL,  p.  222. 
f  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  283. 
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Rev.  Thomas  Barton  to  R  Pbteks,  1756. 

Carlisle,  August  22'.  1756. 
Rev*.  Sir. 

I  oame  here  this  Morning,  where  all  is  Confusion.  Such  a  Pan- 
ick  has  seized  the  Hearts  of  People  in  general,  since  the  Reduction 
of  Fort  Qranville,  that  this  County  is  almost  relinquished,  &  Marali 
Creek  in  York  County  is  become  a  Frontier. 

By  an  Express  just  arriy'd  here,  we  have  the  most  melaneholy 
Account  from  Conogocheage,  that  on  Friday  last,  at  a  Place  call'd 
Salisbury  Plains,  as  a  Number  of  People  were  accompanying  the 
Corpse  of  a  young  woman  to  her  grave,  who  had  been  aooidentlj 
drowned,  they  were  fir'd  upon  by  a  Party  of  Indians,  who  killed  five 
the  first  fire,  upon  which  they  dispersed,  and  fled  to  one  Wolgimer's, 
where  there  were  Seventeen  (besides  the  five  kill'd  at  first)  missing, 
when  the  Account  came  away  And  what  is  unparaleird  by  any 
Instance  of  Brutality,  they  even  open'd  the  Coffin,  took  out  the  Corps 
and  scalp'd  her. 

This  Account,  Sir,  you  may  depend  upon,  as  we  have  it  confirmed 
by  a  reputable  Person,  M^  Benjamin  Wallace  of  Paxton. 

I  send  you  open'd  a  Petition  to  his  Honour  the  Governer,  which 
be  pleas'd  to  send  him. 

I  should  be  extremely  glad  to  have  the  Pleasure  of  a  Line  or  two 
from  you.  Your  Advice  would  be  of  service  to  me  at  this  Time, 
when  I  know  not  what  to  do,  whether  to  quit  this  Place,  or  to  remain 
a  little  longer,  to  see  whether  any  thing  favourable  will  turn  out  for 
us. 

I  am,  Bibv'.  Sir, 

Your  most  affectionate  & 

Most  obedient  Servant, 

THOS.  BARTON. 

The  Rev^.  M'.  Peters. 

Directed, 

To  Richard  Peters,  Esqr.,  Secretary  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Indorsed. 
Letter. — ^22  Aug,  1756,  Thomas  Barton  &c. 
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Petition  from  Cumberland  Co.  1756. 

To  the  Honorable  Hobert  Hanter  Morrisi  Eaqr.^  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

Tha  Address  of  Part  of  the  remaining  Inhabitants  of  the  Goiinty  of 
Cumberland. 

Most  Humbly  showeth. 

That  the  French  and  their  Savage  Allies,  have  from  Time  to  Time 
made  Several  Incursions  into  this  County,  have  in  the  most  Inhu- 
mane and  barbarous  manner,  murder'd  great  Numbers  of  People, 
and  carried  others  into  Captivity ;  and  being  greatly  emboldened  by 
a  series  of  Success,  not  only  attempted,  but  also  took  Fort  Granville, 
on  the  30*^  of  July  last,  then  commanded  by  the  late  Lieutenant 
Edward  Armstrong,  &  carried  off  the  greatest  Part  of  the  Garrison, 
Prisoners;  from  whom,  doubtless,  the  Enemy  will  be  informed  of  the 
Weakness  of  this  Frontier,  and  how  incapable  we  are  of  defending 
ourselves  against  their  Incursions,  which  will  be  a  great  Inducement 
for  them  to  redouble  their  Attacks,  and  in  all  probability  enforce 
the  Remaining  Inhabitants  of  this  County  to  evacuate  it.  Great 
Numbers  of  the  Inhabitants  are  already  fled,  &  others  preparing  to 
go  off.  Finding  that  it  is  not  .in  the  Power  of  the  Troops  in  Pay  of 
the  Government  (were  we  certain  of  their  beins  continued)  to  Pre") 
vent  the  Ravages  of  our  Restless,  Barbarous,  &  Merciless  Enemy. 
It  is  therefore  greatly  to  be  doubted,  that  (without  a  further  Pro- 
tection) the  Inhabitants  of  this  County  will  shortly  endeavour  to  save 
themselves  and  their  Effects  by  flight,  which  must  consequently  b 
productive  of  considerable  Inconveniences  to  his  Majesties  Interest 
in  General  &  to  the  Welfare  of  the  People  of  this  Province  in 
Particular. 

Your  Petitioners  being  fully  convinced  of  your  Hon"  Concern  for, 
&  strict  Attachment  to  his  Majesties  Interest  have  presumed  to  re- 
quest that  your  Hon'  would  be  pleas'd  to^take  our  Case  into  Conside- 
ration, &  if  agreeable  to  your  Hon"  Judgment,  to  make  Application 
to  his  Excellency  General  Loudon  that  part  of  the  Troops  now  raising 
for  his  Excellcnly's  Regiment  may  bo  sent  to,  and  for  some  time 
continued  in  some  of  the  most  important  and  advantageous  Posts  in 
this  County,  By  whose  Assistance  We  may  be  enabled  to  continue  a 
Frontier  if  possible,  and  thereby  induce  the  remaining  Inhabitants 
to  secure  at  least,  a  part  of  the  immense  Quantity  of  Grain  which  now 
lies  exposed  to  the  Enemy  &  subject  to  be  destroy'd  or  taken  away 
by  them,  and  also  enable  the  Provincial  Troops  to  make  Incursions 
into  the  Enemies  Country  which  wouFd  contribute  greatly  to  the 
safety  and  Satisfaction  of  your  Hon"  Pet"* 
And  your  Pet"  as  in  Duty  bound  will  Ever  pray,  &c. 

ROBART  ERWIN. 


i 
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FaAN  West, 
John  Welsh, 
James  DicksoNi 
Sa.  Smith, 
Wm.  Buchanan, 
Danul  Williams, 
John  Montgomert, 
Thos.  Babker, 
John  Lindsay, 
James  Lindbat, 
Thos.  UaiE, 
Fe.  Buchanan, 
Wm.  Speab, 
James  Polock, 
Andbsw  McIntybB| 
EoBEET  Gibson, 
Gabeet  McDaniel, 
Abthub  Fosteb, 
James  Bbanpon^ 
John  Houston, 
J^atbick  M'CoLLOMf 
James  Reed, 
Thos.  Locejsbtt, 
Indorted* 

'    Petition  from  Inhabitants 
21  Aug*,  1756. 


Andbew  DALTONi 
John  Erwin, 
Wm.  Blyth, 
Robebt  Milleb,  - 
Wm.  Milleb, 
'  James  Younq, 
Jno.  Davis, 
John  Mitchel, 
John  Pattison,  ^ 
Samuel  Stevens, 
John  Fox, 
Charles  Pattison, 
John  Fosteb, 
Wm.  M'Coskry, 
Andrew  Colhoun, 
James  Stackpole, 
William  Selle, 
James  Robb, 
Samuel  Anderson, 
Bebert  Robb, 
Samuel  Hunteb, 
w.  fobsteb, 
Nath.  Smyth, 

of  ye  Count;  Cumberland.    Jn  Conndl 


Petition  fbom  Cumbbbland  County,  1756. 

The  HumUe  Suplication  of  the  Remaining  part  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants o{  Bast  Penborrow  ^wnship,  In  Comberland  County,  Letang 
your  Worship  know  some  part  of  our  Melancoly  State  we  are  in  at 
present  by  the  Savage  Indians,  which  has  not  only  kild  our  Chris- 
tian Neighbours,  but  are  coming  nearer  to  us  in  their  Late  Slaught- 
er, and  Almost  every  Day  numbers  of  our  frontires  are  Laving  their 
places  and  traviling  further  Down  amongst  thejnhabitants,  and  we 
are  made  Quite  uncapable  of  holding  our  frontires  Good  any  Longer, 
unless  your  Worship  can  prevail  with  our  Hon^^*  Qovemour  and 
Assembly,  be  please  to  Send  us  Speedy  Relife.  May  it  pleas  all 
to  whom  this  shall  Come  to  Consider  what  an  Evil  Case  we  will  be 
Exposed  to  in  Leaving  our  places,  and  Grain  and  Cattle,  for  we  are 
not  able  to  boy  Provisions  for  our  familys,  much  Less  for  our  Cattle. 
And  to  live  here  we  Cannot,  we  are  so  Weake  handed,  and  what  is 
unmoved  is  not  provided  with  Quns  and  Amunitioni  and  we  have 

«  See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.    VII.,  p.  243. 
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•greed  with  a  gard  of  fourteen  men  in  number,  and  if  it  were  in 
our  power  to  pay  for  a  Qeard  we  should  be  Satisfyed,  but  we  are  not 
able  to  pay  them. 

Beging  for  God's  Sake  you  may  take  pity  upon  our  femilvsi  and 
iheir  neoessities  may  be  considered  by  all  Gentlemen  that  has  the 
Charge  of  Us. 

Dated  August  y*  24%  1766. 

by  the  humble  Requist  of  what  Remaines  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
our  township,  to  the  Rev'  Richard  Fetters,  Secratory,  in  Pfaeledel- 
phia. 

beging  God  to  Command  A  blessing  upon  youbEndeavours. 

William  Chasntjt,  Tobias  Hendbiz, 

John  Sample,  John  MoCobmigk, 

Frances  McGuibb,  Rodger  Walton, 

James  MoMtjllen,  Robert  MoWhinet, 

Samuel  McGormick,  James  Silletn. 

Indorged, 

Request  of  Inhabitants  of  East  Pennsborough,  reed  28  Aug*, 
1756. 


Capt.  Lloyd  to  Edw'd  Shippen,  1756. 

Aug*.  24th,  1756. 

Dear  Sir, 

Finding  on  my  Arrival  at  this  PJace  that  there  was  a  Quantity  of 
Provisions  &  Ammunition  here  in  Store  for  the  Use  of  the  Garrison 
at  Shamokin,  I  concluded  to  wait  here  and  take  the  Command  of 
a  Convoy  which  the  Commissary  was  preparing  to  send  off,  and  for 
that  Purpose  wrote  by  Express  to  Colonel  Clapham,  requesting  him 
to  send  me  a  sufficient  Escort  &  proper  officers,  as  I  haa  sufficient 
Reason  to  apprehend  that  amongst  the  Banditti  which  in  all  Proba- 
bility bcseiff  d  the  Roads,  there  might  be  some  Persons  capable  of 
reading  either  French  or  English,  I  thought  it  best,  as  the  Letter 
conveyed  Intelligence  of  a  large  Sapply  of  Provisions  &  Ammunition 
to  write  in  Latin,  which  accordingly  I  did  and  very  fortunately,  for 
of  the  two  Couriers  I  sent,  the  one  who  had  my  Letter  in  Possession 
was  killed,  scalp'd  &  plundered,  the  other  made  his  Escape  after 
shooting  the  Indian  who  killed  his  Comrade,  &  reports  that  the 
Number  of  Indians  was  about  fforty,  besides  a  Party  of  no  incon- 
uderable  Strength  which  was  then  crossing  the  River  on  hearing 
the  Report  of  the  Guns,  a  Serjeant  of  Veracity,  who  is  this  Minute 
arriv'd  from  Shamcdcin,  &  well  vers'd  in  the  Woods,  assures  me  that 
on  the  Road  he  observed  the  Tracks  of  3  different  Partys,  the  Num- 
ber of  which  corresponds  with  the  former  Intelligence;  all  directed 
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iowards  Tulpebocoen ;  I  tbonght  it  my  Datj  to  convey  you  this 
IntelligeDce,  &  wish  the  Country  may  profit  more  than  I  fear  they 
will  by.  the  Alarm ;  every  Man  I  address  here  on  ^e  Subject,  only 
stares^  shakes  his  Head,  &  asks  what  can  he  do  ? 

Alas !  Sir,  If  some  of  you  don't  do  more  than  yon  have  done,  if 
yon  don't  instantly  exert  yourselves  on  the  Frontier,  the  Frontier 
will  be  entirely  lost;  Cumberland  is  already  abandon'd,  &  Limb 
after  Limb  the  whole  will  perish  i  but  Fm  tir'd  of  this  Theme^  & 
beg  Leave  to  conclude^ 

Yours  most  afieotionately, 

T.  LLOYD. 

Indorsed, 
24  Aug*.  1756,  Capt".  Lloyd  to  E.  Shippen. 


Addebss  op  Unitas  Frateum  to  Gov,  Dbnnt,*  1756. 

May  it  Please  Your  Honour, 

We,  his  Majesties  most  dutiful  and  Loyal  Subjects,  Members  of 
the  Unitas  Fratrum,  residing  in  Northampton  County  and  Province 
of  Pensylvania,  and  our  United  Brethren  in  said  Province,  having 
with  Pleasure  heard  of  Y'  Hon'*  safe  Arrival  in  Philadelphia,  can- 
not but  return  Almighty  God  Thanks  for  his  gracious  Preservation 
of  Y'  Hon'  on  your  Voyage  at  this  Time  of  Banger. 

We  beg  Leave  to  congratulate  Your  Honour  at  Your  Entrance  on 
this  important  Station,  which  so  immediately  concerns  the  Welfare 
of  so  many  Thousand  People,  and*  especially  at  this  critical  Juncture, 
and  we  thanlcfully  receive  You  as  a  Minister  of  God,  appointed  from 
above,  to  the  Deterring  and  Obstructing  of  Evil,  and  to  the  Encour- 
aging and  promoting  of  that  which  is  good. 

We  also  thank  his  Majesty,  our  most  gracious  Sovereign  King, 
George  the  Sec^,  for  his  paternal  Care  towards  this  Province,  as 
also  towards  all  other  the  Territories  (which  the  Lord  of  Lords  and 
King  of  Kings  has  intrusted  to  Him)  demonstrated  in  sending  Wise 
and  prudent  Governors,  in  his  Name  faithfully  to  promote  the  Wel- 
fare of  this  Country.  May  his  Majesty  enjoy  a  long  and  happy 
Beign  over  us  I  and  let  all  the  Enemies  of  his  Royal  Family  be  as 
Chaff  before  the  Wind,  and  as  Stubble  before  the  Fire. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  that  we  have  hitherto  lived  under  this 
Government  with  Contentment,  and  esteem  ourselves  happy  that  we 
reside  in  a  Country  furnish'd  with  such  good  Laws,  govem'd  by  so 
wise  a  Sovereign,  and  which  by  the  Regulation  of  the  late  Hono^^* 

*  GoTv  Morris,  who  entered  upon  his  duties  Oct.  8, 1754,  is  now  succeeded 
by  Gov.  William  Denny,  (nnder  commission  dated  May  7th,  1756,}  Ang.  20, 
1766.    See  Colon.  Rec.  Vol.  VII.  p.  221. 
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Proprietor  W*.  Peon,  Eeq'«,  of  happy  Memory,  has  a  Pre-eminence, 
and  if  the  Proprietor*  Governor  and  Country  harmonise  together^ 
(which  is  oar  earnest  wish)  might  become  the  Flower  of  America. 

The  English  Nation,  as  it  is  in  general  of  generous  Principles, 
not  forcing  any  one's  Conscience  or  restraining  his  Liberty,  bat 
leaving  the  Hearts  to  God,  has  also  been  qo  fayoarable  to  our 
Brethren,  as  by,  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  exempt  such  of  them  as 
conscientionsly  scrapie  the  Taking  of  an  Oath,  and  the  Bearing  of 
Arms^I  And  to  the  Praise  of  this  Govern^  we  must  declare  tnat 
they  have  hitherto  dealt  with  us  agreeable  to  the  Same,  having 
forced  none  of  us  either  to  take  an  Oath  or  co  to  the  War. 

Our  principal  Endeavour  has  been  to  delight  •the  Heart  of  our 
dear  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  live  to  his  Honour,  whom  we  adore 
as  our  Creator^  and  who  also  was  manifested  in  the  Flesh,  became 
a  Sacrifice  for  us,  and  redeemed  us  from  the  Dominion  of  Sin  and 
Satan  by  his  own'  Blood.  And  we  hope  that  our  labour  has  not 
been,  in  Vain,  altho'  we  must  confess  that  we  are  infinitely  indebted 
to  Him  stilL 

Our  next  Concern  has  been  to  make  the  Offices  of  Govern*  (which 
are  in  themselves  heavy  enough)  as  easy  and  as  light  as  possible  to 
the  Magistrates,  and  under  them  to  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life 
in  all  Godliness  and  Honesty.  And  to  order  our  Matters  with  such 
Decorum  and  Industry,  that  our  Fellow  Subjects  instead  of  Com- 
plaint against  us,  might  be  rather  induced  to  thank  God  for  sending 
hither  the  Offspring  of  those  Confessors,  of  whom  many  Hundreds 
boldly  seal'd  with  their  Blood  that  Truth  which  they  knew  to  be 
the  Word  of  God;  with  regard  to  this  Pomt,  all  those  who  know  us 
right,  will,  we  hope,  have  a  favourable  ojMnion  of  us. 

Thirdly,  ever  since  we  came  into  the  Country,  our  hearty  desire 
has  been  for  the  Furtherance  of  the  Gospel  among  the  poor  Heathen, 
who  are  the  most  miserable  Slaves  of  the  Devil,  and  worship  him 
still  as  their  God.  In  order  to  bring  them  e£fectually  acquainted 
with  the  Way  of  Life,  which  is  Jesus  Christ,  that  is,  to  believe  on 
Him,  to  love  Him,  and  to  be  obedient  to  Him.  Our  blessed  Saviour 
has  also  given  some  success  to  this  our  undertaking  by  rendring 
thro'  the  Gospel  many  a  Monster,  (for  such  they  are  till  they  come 
to  him)  not  only  humanized,  but  also  Lovers  of  their  Creator.  And 
a  little  Flock  of  such  Indians  there  are  living  with  us  in  Bethlehem, 
and  ever  since  the  commencement  of  the  War,  having  from  the. 
Beginning  desired  and  enjoy'd  as  Children  the  protection  of  this 
Government  We  beg  Leave  herewith  heartily  to  recommend  them 
to  Y'  Honour's  Protection  and  Favour. 

As  to  the  Eecompence  we  have  had  from  the  Savages  for  all  the 
Faithfulness  shewn  to  them  for  all  our  dangerous  Journeys  to  them| 
and  Perils  among  them,  need  not  now  be  related,  it  being  already 
notoriously  known.  Yet  this  shall  not  discourage  us  from  proceed*  . 
ing  to  use  our  best  Endeavours  to  bring  those  poor  Creatures,  pos- 
sessed by  more  than  One  demon,  to  Faith  in  Christ. 
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We  ooDclade  with  reoommending  this  and  all  other  Oar  Coiigre* 
gallons  in  this  Province  to  Y'  Honour's  kind  Favour  and  Protection, 
at  the  same  time  sincer^y  beseeching  God  to  give  Y'  Honour  Wis- 
dom.  Courage  and  Success  in  all  your  Undertakings,  for  the  good  of 
the  Country  during  your  Administration  in  Government. 

We  are  with  all  Respect  Y'  Honour's 

most  obedient  and  humble  Serv*". 

Bethlehem;  Aug.  21, 1756. 

Signed  in  Behalf  of  the  above  mentioned  Members  of  the  Unitas 
Fratrum  and  their  United  Brethren.  Joseph,  alias  Augostafl  Gott- 
lieb Spangenberg,  Ordinarii  Unitatis  Fratrum  Yicarius  Generalis  in 
America. 

M.  P.  P. 

Address  of  the  Unitas  Fratrum,  24  Aug^  1756. 


Ministers,  &o.  of  Christ's  Church  to  Gov.  Denny,  1756. 

To  the  Honourable  William  Denny,  Esq'.,  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent 
&  Sussex,  on  Delaware. 

The  Address  of  the  Minister,  Assistant,  Church  Wardens,  and 
Vestry  Men  of  Christ's  Church,  in  Philadelphia. 

May  it  please  your  Honour, 

We,  the  Minister,  Assistant  Church  Wardens  and  Vestry  Men  of 
Christ's  Church,  in  Philadelphia,  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  on 
your  safe  Arrival  to  your  Government  of  Pennsylvania. 

As  Members  of  the  Established  Church  of  England,  we  have  the 
greatest  reason  to  hope  your  Honour's  Protection  and  good  Offices 
will  on  every  Occasion  be  kindly  extended  to  us. 

And  we  sincerely  pray  that  your  Administration  may  be  attended 
with  Peace,  Unity  and  Concord  amongst  our  Selves,  and  a  general 
Vigorous  pursuit  of  the  publick  Good. 

Philadelphia,  Aug*.  25, 1756. 

Jndorsedj 

Copy,  Address  of  Minister,  Church  Wardens  &  Vestry,  28  Aug*. 
1756.     No  signatures. 
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Address  of  the  Regiment  of  County  of  Philadelphia  to 

Gov.  Denny,  1756. 

To  the  HoDoarable  William  DenDj,  Esq.,  Lieutonant  Oovernor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania^  and  Coun- 
ties of  New-Castle,  Kent,  and  Sassez  npon  Delaware. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Officers  of  the  Regiment  of  the  County 

of  Philadelphia. 

May  it  please  your  Honour, 

We  the  Officers  of  the  Regiment  of  the  County  of  .Philadelphia 
beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  on  your  Appointment  and  safe  arrival, 
to  the  Government  of  this  Province. 

The  excellent  Character  we  have  had  the  Pleasure  to  receive  of 
your  Honour,  with  respect  to  your  skill  both  in  civil  and  military 
affiiirs,  gives  us  the  agreeable  Hopes  that  your  Administration  will 
be  attended  with  the  most  extraordinary  advantages  to  this  Pro- 
vince. And  we  trust,  that  among  the  many  Objects  to  which  your 
Honour's  Care  and  Regard,  will  undoubtedly  extend,  you  will  favour 
ibis  Regiment  with  youif  Countenance  and  Protection. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Honour,  that  we  shall  always  think 
ourselves  in  duty  bound  ohearfully  to  obey  your  Commands  as  our 
Captain  General,  and  afford  you  the  best  assistance  in  our  Power  in 
the  Execution  of  any  undertaking  your  Honour  may  think  neoes-' 
sary,  to  repel  the  Invasions  of  our  Savage  and  treacherous  Enemies. 
And  permit  us  to  add,  that  nothing  could  give  us  greater  Satisfac- 
tion than  to  see  your  Honour  easy  and  happy  in  your  Government, 
and  all  Ranks  and  Degrees  of  People  rejoicing  under  the  influence 
of  your  mild  Administration. 

Signed  in  Behalf  of  the  Officers  by        . 

JACOB  DUCHE,  Lt.  Col. 

August  28th,  1756. 

•Indorsed. 

Address  of  Officers  of  the  Regiment  of  the  County  of  Philadel- 
phia, delivered  28th  August^  1756,  and  answer  to  it. 


Reply  of  Gov.  Denny  to  Regiment  of  Philad'a,  1756. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  kind  address  does  me  a  great  deal  of  honour,  &  I  shall  be 
glad  of  every  opportunity  of  showing  my  regard  for  the  Officers  & 
Regiment  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia. 

I  am  Tcry  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  ready  offers  of  entering 
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Direction. 

(On  his  Majesties  Service) — ^To  The  Honourable  Robert  Hunter 
Morris,  Esq.,  Govemour  &  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  ProTince  of 
Peniflylvania. 

^  Mr.  Erwen. 

Indoned. 
4th  Septr.;  1756^  Peter  Bard,  Commissary. 


Col.  Clapham  to  Benj.  Franklin,  1756.  • 
Sir, 

The  Bearer,  Michael  McGuire,  inlisted  as  a  private  Soldier  for  the 
Term  of  three  months,  in  the  Service  of  the  Province,  he  has  not 
only  during  that  time  behav'd  himself  soberly  &  well  as  a  Soldier, 
but  has  also  been  particularly  useful  as  an  Overseer  and  Carpenter 
in  the  Building  the  Fort ;  the  term  of  his  Inlistment  ezpir'd  a 
month  ago,  and  as  he  is  Capable  of  earning  more  in^the  Practice  of 
his  Business  than  his  Pay  amounts  to,  he  is  now  come  to  offer  Lis 
further  Services  to  the  Gentlemen  Commissioners  on  reasonable 
terms — if  the  Government  designs  to  strengthen  this  Post  by  doub- 
ling the  Fort  w*'*  another  Case  of  Logs,  and  filling  up  the  interme- 
diate Space  with  Earth,  in  order  to  render  it  Cannon  proof,  which  I 
think  ought  to  be  done,  such  a  ma%j|?ill  be  particularly  servioeable, 
at  least  I  coul'd  not  refuse  him  this  Certificate  of  his  Merit— and  ami 

Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient 

humble  Servant, 

WILLM.  CLAPHAM. 
Fort  Augusta,  7"*  Sept',  1756. 

Directed, 
To  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'.,  Philadelphia. 

Indorsed, 

Col.  Clapham,  ab^  Michael  McGuire,  a  Carpenter. 
Sept'  7,  1766. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Clapham  to 

B.  Franklin,  dated 

Sept'  8, 1756. 

^'  This  Post,  which  is  in  my  Opinion  of  the  utmost  Consequence 
''  to  the  Province,  is  already  defensible  against  all  the  Power  of 
*^  Musquetry,  but  as  it  is  from  the  Nature  of  its  Situation,  expos'd 
''  to  a  more  formidable  Descent  from  the  West  Branch,  it  ought,  I 
^^  think,  to  be  rendered  Still  Stronger,  for  whioh  Purpose  a  greater 
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'<  Number  of  Horses  and  Teams  are  necessary.  'Tis  likewise  ez- 
*'  pedient  that  this  Garrison  Should  be  Supply'd  with  at  least  Six 
^*  Months  ProYisionS;  and  Stores  equivalent.'' 

Indorsed, 

Extract  of  Colli  Claphams  Lre  of  8  Septf^  to  B.  7- 


Col.  John  Armstrong's  Account  of  Expedition  against 

KiTTANNING,   1766. 

Fort  Littleton,  Sept'  14"»,  1756. 

May  it  please  your  Hon' : 

Agreeable  to  mine  of  the  29*^  ult''.,  We  march'd  from  Fort 
Shirley  the  Day  following,  and  on  Wednesday,  the  Third  In- 
stant, join'd  our  advanced  Party  at  the  Beaver  Dams,  a  few  miles 
from  Franks  Town,  on  the  North  Branch  of  Juniata.  We  were 
there  informed  that  some  of  our  men  having  been  out  upon  a  Scout 
had  discovered  the  Tracks  of  two  Indians,  about  three  miles  on  this 
Side  of  the  Alleghcnny  Mountain,  and  but  a  few  miles  from  the 
Camp.  From  the  Freshness  of  the  Tracks,  their  killing  of  a  Cub 
Bear,  and  the  marks  of  their  Fires,  it  seem'd  Evident  they  were 
not  Twenty  four  HouTs  before  us,  which  might  be  look'd  upon  as  a 
particular  Providence  in  our  Favour,  that  we  were  not  discovered. 
Next  morning  we  decamp'd,  and  in  two  Days  came  within  Fifty 
miles  of  the  Kittanning.  It  was  then  adjudged  necessary  to  send 
some  persons  to  reconnoitre  the  Town,  and  to  get  the  best  Intelli- 
gence they  could  concerning  the  Situation  and  Position  of  the  Ene- 
my ;  Whereupon  an  officer,  with  one  of  the  Pilots  and  two  Soldiers, 
were  sent  off  for  that  Purpose.  The  Day  following  We  met  them 
on  their  Betum,  and  they  inform'd  us  that  the  Roads  were  entirely 
clear  of  the  Enemy,  and  that  they  had  the  greatest  Reason  to  be- 
lieve they  were  not  discover'd,  but  from  the  Kest  of  the  Intelligence 
they  gave  it  appeared  they  had  not  been  nigh  enough  the  Town, 
either  to  perceive  the  true  Situation  of  it,  the  Number  of  the  Ene- 
my, and  what  Way  it  might  most  advantageously  be  attacked.  We 
Continued  our  March,  in  order  to  get  as  near  the  Town  as  possible 
that  Night,  so  as  to  be  able  to  attack  it  next  morning  about  Day 
Light,  but  to  our  great  Dissatisfaction,  about  Nine  or  Ten  o'Clock 
at  Night,  one  of  our  Guides  came  and  told  Us  that  he  perceiv'd  a 
Fire  by  the  Road  Side,  at  which  he  saw  two  or  three  Indians  a  few 
Perches  Distant  from  our  Front ;  Whereupon,  with  all  possible  si- 
lence, I  order'd  the  Rear  to  Retreat  about  one  Hundred  Perches  in 
Order  to  make  Way  for  the  Front,  that  We  might  consult  how  we 
could  best  proceed  without  being  discovered  by  the  Enemy.  Sooa 
after  the  Pilot  returned  a  Second  Time,  &  assured  us,  from  the  best 
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Obserrations  he  oon'd  make;  there  were  cot  aboye  three  or  Four  In* 
dianB  at  the  Fiiei  On  which  it  was  proposed  that  we  ehou'd  immedi* 
ately  sorrouiid  and  cat  them  off,  but  tbiia  was  thoasht  too  hazardooBi 
for  if  but  one  of  the  Enemy  had  escaped,  It  won  d  hare  been  the 
Means  of  disoovering  the  whole  Design ;  and  the  Light  of  the  Moon 
on  which  depended  our  advantageously  posting  our  men,  and  attadc* 
ing  the  Town,  wou'd  not  admit  of  our  staying  until  the  Indiana  fell 
asleep,   On  which  it  was  agreed  to  leave  Lieutenant  Hogg*  with 
twelve  Men,  and  the  Person  who  first  discovered  the  Fire,  with  Or- 
ders to  watch  the  Enemy,  but  not  to  attack  them  till  Break  of  Day, 
and  then,  if  possible,  to  out  them  off.     It  was  also  agreed,  (we  be- 
lieving our  selves  to  be  but  about  Six  miles  from  the  Town)  to  leave 
the  Horses,  many  of  them  being  tir^d,  with  what  Blanketa  and  other 
Baggage  we  then  had,  and  to  ta£e  a  Circuit  off  the  Road,  which  was 
very  rough  and  incommodious  on  Account  of  the  Stones  and  ^Uen 
Timber,  in  Order  to  prevent  our  being  heard  by  the  Enemy  at  the 
Fire  Place.    This  Interruption  much  retarded  our  march,  but  a  sdll 
greater  loss  arose  from  the  Ignorance  of  our  Pilot,  who  neither  knew 
the  true  Situation  of  the  Town  nor  the  best  Paths  that  lead  thereto; 
By  which  means,  after  crossing  a  Number  of  Hills  and  Valleys 
our  Front  reach'd  the  Biver  Ohio,  about  one   hundred    Perches 
below  the  main  Body  of  the  Town,  a   little  before  the   Setting 
of  the  Moon,  To    which  place,   rather   than   by  the  Pilots,  we 
we  were  guided  by  the  beating  of  the  Drum  and  the  Whooping  of 
the  Warriors  at  their  Danoe.     It  then  became  us  to  make  the  best 
use  of  the  remain iog  Moon  Light,  but  ere  we  were  aware  an  Indian 
whistled  in  a  very  singular  manner  about  thirty  Perches  from  our 
Front  in  the  Foot  of  a  Com  Field ;  Upon  which  we  immediately 
sat  down,  and  after  passing  Silence  to  the  Bear  I  asked  one  Baker, 
a  Soldier,  who  was  our  best  assistant,  whether  that  was  not  a  Signal 
to  the  Warriors  of  our  approach.     He  answered  No,  &  said  it  was 
the  Manner  of  a  young  Fellow's  calling  a  Squa  after  he  had  done 
his  Dance,  who  acoordiogly  kindled  a  Fire^  elean'd  his  Gun  &  shot  it 
off  before  he  went  to  Sleep.     All  this  Time  we  were  obliged  to  lay 
quiet  and  hush,  till  the  Moon  was  fiiirly  set;  Immediately  after  a 
Number  of  Fires  appeared  in^  different  places  in  the  Com  Field,  by 
which  Baker  said  the  Indians  lay,  the  Night  being  Warm  &  that 
these  Fires  would  immediately  be  out,  as  they  were  only  designed 
to  disperse  the  Onats.     By  this  Time  it  was  Break  of  Day,  and  the 
Men,  having  marched  Thirty  Miles,  were  mostly  asleep ;  the  Time 
being  long,  the  three  Company's  of  the  Bear  wore  not  yet  brought 
over  the  last  Precipice.    For  those  some  proper  Hands  were  imme- 
diately dispatched,  and  the  weary  Soldiers  being  ronzed  to  their 
Feet,  a  proper  Number  under  sundiy  officers  were  ordered  to  take 
the  End  of  the  Hill  at  which  we  then  lay,  and  march  along  the  Top 
of  the  s'  Hill  at  least  one  hundred  perches  and  so  much  farther,  it 
then  being  Day  Light,  as  would  carry  them  opposite  the  upper  Part, 
or  at  least  the  Body  of  the  Town^  For  the  lower  Port  thereof  and 
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tbe  Corn  Field,  presuming  the  Warriors  were  tbero,  I  kept  rather 
the  larger  Natnber  of  the  Men  promising  to  postpone  the  Attack  in 
that  Purt  for  Eighteen  or  Twenty  Minutes,  nntill  the  Detachment 
along  the  Hill  shonld  have  Time  to  advance  to  flie  Plaoe  assigned 
them.  In  Doing  of  which  they  were  a  little  unfortunate.  The 
Time  being  elapsed,  the  Attack  was  begun  in  the  Com  Field  and  the 
Men  with  all  Expedition  possible  dispatched  thro'  the  several  Parts 
thereof,  a  Party  being  also  dispatched  to  the  Houses  which  were  then 
discovered  by  the  Light  of  the  Day.  Cap^  Jacob  immediately  then 
gave  the  War  Whoop,  and  with  Sundry  other  Indians,  as  the 
English  Prisoners  afterwards  told,  cried  the  White  Men  were  at  last 
come,  they  would  then  have  Scalps  enough,  but  at  the  Same  Time 
ordered  their  Squa's  an'd  Children  to  flee  to  the  Woods.  Our  Men 
with  great  Eagerness  passed  thro'  and  fired  in  the  Corn  Field,  whero 
they  had  several  Returns  from  the  Enemy,  as  they  also  had  from  the 
opposite  Side  of  the  River.  Presently  after  a  brisk  Fire  begun 
among  the  Houses,  which  from  the  House  of  Cap^  Jacob  was  return- 
ed with  a  great  Deal  of  Resolution,  to  which  place  I  immediately 
repaired,  and  found  that  from  the  Advantage  of  the  House  and  Port 
Holes  sundry  of  our  People  were  wounded  and  some  killed,  and 
finding  that  returning  tbe  Fire  upon  the  House  was  inefiectual, 
Ordered  the  contiguous  Houses  to  be  set  on  Fire  which  was  perform- 
ed by  sundry  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  with  a  great  Deal  of 
Activity,  the  Indians  always  firing  whenever  an  object  presented 
Itself,  k  seldom  mist  of  wounding  or  killing  some  of  our  people. 
From  which  House,  in  moving  about  to  give  the  necessary  Orders  & 
Directions  I  received  a  Wound  with  a  large  Musket  Ball  in  the 
Shoulders.  Sundry  persons,  during  the  Actionp,  were  ordered  to 
tell  the  Indians  to  Surrender  themselves  Prisoners,  but  one  of  the 
Indians  in  particular  answered  and  said  he  was  a  Man  and  would  not 
be  a  Prisoner;  Upon  which  be  was  told  in  Indian  he  would  be  burnt. 
To  this  he  answered  he  did  not  care,  for  he  would  kill  four  or  five 
before  he  di^d,  and  had  we  not  desisted  from  exposing  ourselves  they 
would  have  killed  a  great  many  more,  they  having  a  Number  of 
loaded  Guns  by  them.  As  the  Fire  began  to  approach  &  \he 
Smoak  grew  thick  one  of  the  Indian  Fellows  to  show  his  Manhood 
began  to  sing.  A  Squa  in  the  same  House  &  at  the  same  Time  was 
heard  to  cry  .&  make  a  noise,  but  for  so  doing  was  severely  rebuked 
by  the  Man,  but  by  and  by  the  Fire  bein^  too  hot  for  them,  two 
Indian  Fellows  and  a  Squa  sprung  out  and  made  for  the  Corn  Field, 
who  were  immediately  shot  down  by  our  People,  then  surrounding 
the  Houses  it  was  thought  Cap'  Jacob  tumbled  himself- out  at  a 
Garret  or  Cock  Loft  Window,  at  which  he  was  Shot ;  our  Prisoners 
ofiering  to  be  qualified  to  the  Powder  Horn  and  Pouch  there  taken 
off  him,  which  they  say  he  had  lately  got  from  a  French  Officer  in 
Exchange  for  Lieut'  Armstrong's  Boots,'which  he  carried  from  Fort 
Granville  where  the  Lieut,  was  killed.  The  same  Prisoners  say  they 
are  perfectly  assured  of  his  Scalp^  as  no  other  Indians  there  wore 
Vol.  n.— 33 


770  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  176ft. 

their  Hair  in  the  same  manner.    The  also  say  they  know  his  Sqna^ 

Scalp  bjr  a  particular  Bob,  and  also  know  the  Scalp  a  Young  Indian 
called  the  King's  Son.     Before  this  Time  Cap^  Hugh  Mercer,  who 
early  in  the  Action  was  wounded  in  the  Ann,  oad  been  taken  to  the 
Top  of  a  Hili  above  the  Town,  To  whom  a  Number  of  the  Men 
and  some  of  the  Officers  were  gathered,  From  whence  they  had 
discovered  some  Indians  cross  the  River  and  take  the  Hill  with  an 
Intention,  as  they  thonght,  to  surround  us  and  cut  off  our  Retreat, 
from  whom  I  had  sundry  pressing  Messages  to  leave  the  Hotxscsand 
retreat  to  the  Hills  or  we  should  all  be  cut  off,  but  to  this  cou'd 
by  no  means  consent  until  all  the  Houses  were  set  on  Fire,  tho'  our 
spreading  upon  the  Hills  appeared  very  necessary,  yet  did  it  prevent 
our  Researches  of  the  Coru  Field  &  River  Side  by  which   Means 
sundry  Scalps  were  left  behind  and  doubtless  some  Squas,  children 
and  English  Prisoners  that  otherwise  might  have  been  got.     During 
the  burning  of  the  houses,  which  were  Near  thirty  in  Number,  we 
were  a^eeably  entertained  with  a  quick  Succession  of  charged  Guns 
gradually  firiug  off  as  reached  by  the  Fire,  but  much  more  so  with 
the  vast  Explosion  of  sundry  Bags  and  large  Cags  of  Gunpowder, 
wherewith  almost  every  House  abounded,  the  prisoners  afterwards 
informing  that  the  Indians  had  frequently  said  they  had  a  sufficient 
Stock  of  Ammunition  for  ten  Years  War  with  the  English.     With 
the  Roof  of  Cap^  Jacob's  House,  when  the  Powder  blew  up,  was 
thrown  the  Leg  &  Thigh  of  an  Indian,  with  a  child  of  three  or  four 
years  old,  to  such  a  height  that  they  appeared  as  Nothing,  &  fell  in 
the  adjacent  Cern  Field.     There  was  also  a  great  Quantity  of  Goods 
burnt  which  the  Indians  had  received  in  a  present  but  ten  days  be* 
fore  from  the  French.    By  this  time  I  had  proceeded  to  the  Hill  to 
have  my  Wound  tied  up  and  the  Blood  stopped,  where  the  Prisoners 
which  in  the  Morning  had  come  to  our  People  informed  me  that  that 
very  Day  two  Bat  toes  of  French  Men,  with  a  large  Party  of  Dela- 
ware and  French  Indians  were  to  join  Cap*  Jacob  at  the  Kittanning 
and  to  set  out  early  the  next  morning  to  take  Fort  Shirley,  or  as 
they  called    it,    George    Croghan's    Fort,  and  that  twenty   four 
Warriors,  who   had  lately  come   to  the  Town,  were  set  out  be- 
fore  them  the  Evening  before,  for  what  purpose   they  did   not 
know,  whether  to  prepare  Meat,  to  spy  the  Fort  or  to  make  an 
Attack   on  some  of  our  .back  Inhabitants.     Soon  after,  upon  a 
little  reflection,  we  were  convinced  these  Warriors  were  all  at  the  fire 
we  had  discovered  but  the  Night  before,  and  began  to  doubt  the 
Fate  of  Lieut'  Hogg  &  his  Party.     From  this  Intelligence  of  the 
Prisoners,  our  Provisions  being  scaffolded  some  thirty  miles  back, 
except  what  were  in  the  men's  Haver  Sacks,  which  were*  left  with 
the  horses  and  blankets,  with  Lieut*  Hogg  and  his  party,  and  a 
Number  of  wounded  people  then  on  hand,  by  the  advice  of  the  offi- 
cers it  was  thought  imprudent  then  to  wait  for  the  cutting  down  the 
Coru  Field  (which  was  before  designed)  but  immediately  to  collect 
our  wounded  and  force  our  march  back  in  the  best  manner  wc  cou'd, 
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irhieh  we  did  by  colleotiog  a  few  Indiftn  Horses  to  oaity  of  our 
iroanded.  From  the  apprehensions  of  being  waylaid  and  sar- 
roanded,  (especially  by  some  of  the  Woodsmen^)  it  was  difficult  to 
keep  the  men  together,  our  march  for  sundry  miles  not  exceeding 
two  miles  an  hour,  which  apprehensions  were  heightned  by  the 
attempts  of  a  few  Indians,  who  for  some  time  after  the  march  fir'd 
upon  each  wing  and  immediately  ran  oflF,  from  whom  we  receiv'd  no 
other  damage  but  one  of  our  mens  being  wounded  thro'  both  legs. 
Cap*  Mercer  being  wounded  was  induc'd|  as  we  have  reason  to 
believCi  by  some  of  his  men  to  leave  the  main  body  with  his  ensign^ 
John  Scott  and  ten  or  twelve  men,  they  being  heard  tell  him  that 
we  were  in  great  danger,  and  that  they  cou'd  take  him  into  the  road 
a  nigh  way,  is  probably  lost  there  being  yet  no  ace*  of  him,  &  the 
most  of  the  men  come  in.  A  Detachment  was  sent  back  to  bring 
him  in  but  cou'd  hot  find  him,  and  upon  the  return  of  the  Detach- 
ment, it  was  generally  reported  he  was  seen  with  the  above  Number 
of  men  take  a  different  road.  Upon  our  return  to  the  place  where 
the  Indian  Fire  had  been  discovered  the  night  before,  We  met  with 
a  Serj*  of  Cap*.  Mercers  Company,  and  two  or  three  other  of  hia 
men  who  had  deserted  us  that  morning  immediately  after  the  action 
at  the  Kittanning;  These  men  on  running  away  had  met  with 
Lieu*  Hogg  who  lay  wounded  in  two  different  Parte  of  his  Body  by 
the  road  side ;  He  there  told  them  of  the  Fatal  Mistake  of  the  Pilot 
who  had  assur'd  us  there  were  but  three  Indians  at  the  most  at  the 
Fire  place,  but  when  he  came  to  attack  them  that  morning  according 
to  orders  he  found  a  Number  considerably  Superior  to  his  and  be- 
lieves they  killed  or  mortally  wounded  three  of  them  the  first  Fire. 
After  which  a  Warm  Engagement  began  and  continued  for  above 
an  hour  when  three  of  his  best  men  were  kill'd  and  himself  twice 
wounded,  the  Residue  fieeing  off  he  was  oblig'd  to  squat  in  a  thicket 
where  he  might  have  laid  securely  untill  the  main  Body  had  come 
up,  if  this  cowardly  Serj*  and  others  that  fled  with  him  had  not 
taken  him  away.  They  had  march' d  but  a  short  space  when  four 
Indians  appeared,  on  which  these  Deserters  began  to  flee;  The 
Lieu*  then  notwithstanding  his  wounds  as  a  brave  Soldier  urgidg  & 
commanding  them  to  stand  and  fight  which  they  all  refus'd :  The 
Indians  pursu'd  killing  one  man  &  wounding  tibe  Lieutenant  a  third 
time  thro'  the  Belly  of  which  he  died  in  a  few  hours,  but  he  having 
sometime  before  been  put  on  horseback,  rode  some  miles  from  the 
place  of  action  but  this  last  attack  of  the  Indians  upon  Lieu*  Hogg 
and  the  Desertfers  was  by  the  before  mentioned  Serjeant  represented 
to  us  quite  in  a  different  light,  be  telling  us  that  there  were  a  far 
larger  Number  of  the  Indians  there  than  appeared  to  them,  and  that 
he  and  the  men  with  him  had  fought  five  rounds.  That  ho  had 
there  seen  the  Lieut.  &  sundry  others  kill'd  and  scalp'd,  and  had 
also  discovered  a  Number  of  Indians  throwing  themselves  before  us, 
and  insinuated  a  great  deal  of  such  Stuff  as  threw  us  into  much  con- 
fusion^ so  that  the  officers  had  a  great  deal  to  do  to  keep  the  men 
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togetber,  bat  eon'd  not  prevail  wilfa  tbem  to  collect  wbat  bones  taii 
other  baggage  tbe  Indians  had  left  after  their  Gonqaest  of  Lien* 
Hogg  and  the  Party  nnder  bis  Command  in  the  morning,  except  a 
few  of  the  horses  which  some  of  the  bravest  of  the  men  were  pro* 
Tailed  on  to  colleet ;  So  that  from  the  mbtake  of  the  Pilot  who  spied 
tbe  Indians  at  the  Fire,  and  the  cowardice  of  the  said  Serjeant  and 
other  Deserters,  we  here  sustained  a  considerable  loss  of  our  horses 
and  baggage.     It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  exact  Namber  of  tbe 
Enemy  kill'd  in  the  action,  as  some  were  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
others  in-  different  parts  of  the  corn  field,  bat  npon  a  moderate  eom- 
patation  its  generally  believed  there  cannot  be  less  than  thirty  or 
forty  killed  &  mortally  wounded,  as  mnch  Blood  was  found  in 
sundry  Parts  of  the  com  field,  and  Indians  seen  in  several  plaees 
crawl  into  the  woods  on  hands  and  feet,  whom  the  Soldiers  in  pur- 
suit of  others  then  overlooked  expecting  to  find  &  scalp  them  after- 
ward, and  also  several  kill'd  and  wounded  in  crossing  the  River. 
On  beginning  our  march  back  we  had  about  a  Dozen  of  Scalps  and 
eleven  English  Prisoners,  but  now  find  that  four  or  five  of  the  Scalps 
are  missing.     Part  of  which  Were  lost  on  the  Road,  and  part  in  po9> 
session  of  these  men  who,  with  Oap^  Mercer  seperated  from  the 
main  body,  with  whom  also  went  four  of  the  Prisoners,  the  other 
Seven  being  now  at  this  place  where  we  arrived  on  Sunday  Night, 
not  being  soon  separated  attacked  thro'  our  whole  march  by  the 
Enemy  tho'  we  expected  it  every  day.     Upon  tbe  whole^  had  our 
pilots  understood  tbe  true  Situation  of  the  Town  and  the  Paths 
leading  to  it  so  as  to  have  posted  us  at  a  convenient  place  where  the 
Disposition  of  the  men  and  the  duty  assigned  to  them  could  have 
been  performed  with  greater  advantage,  we  had,  by  Divine  Assist- 
ance, destroyed  a  much  greater  Number  of  the  Enemy,  recovered 
more  Prieoners,  and  sustained  less  damage  than  what  we  at  present 
have,  But  tho'  the  advantage  gained  over  these  our  Common  Ene- 
mies is  far  from  being  Satisfactory  to  us,  yet  must  we'  not  despise 
the  smallest  Degrees  of  Success  that  God  is  pleased  to  give  espe- 
cially at  a  Time  of  such  general  calamity  when  the  attempts  of  our 
Enemies  have  been  so  prevalent  and  successful.     I  am  sure  there 
was  the  greatest  Inclination  to  do  more,  had  it  been  in  our  Power, 
as  the  officers  and  most  of  the  Soldiers,  throughout  the  whole  action, 
exerted  themselves  with  as  much  activity  and  resolution  as  could 
possibly  be  expected.     Our  Prisoners  inform  us  the  Indians  have 
for  some  Time  past  talked  of  fortifying  at  the  Kittanning  and  other 
Towns.     That  the  Number  of  French  at  Fort  du  Quesne  is  about 
four  hundred.     That  the  principal  part  of  their  Provisions  came  up 
the  River  from  the  Mississippi.     And  that  in  the  three  other  Forts 
which  the  French  have  on  the  Ohio,  there  are  not  more  men  taken 
together  than  what  there  are  at  Fort  du  Quesne.     I  hope  as  soon  as 
possible  to  receive  your  Hon"  Instructions  with  Regard  to  the  Dis- 
tribution or  Stationing  of  the  sundry  Company's  in  this  Battalion, 
and  as  a  Number  of  men  are  now  wanting  in  each  of  the  Companies 
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whether  or  no  they  shall  be  imtnediately  recraited,  and  if  the  snndry 
offioera  are  to  recruit,  that  money  be  speedily  sent  for  that  purpose. 
I  beg  the  Favour  of  your  hon'  as  soon  as  possible  to  furnish  Gh>yer- 
nor  Morris  with  a  copy  of  this  letter,  and  the  gentlemen  oommis- 
sioners  for  the  Province  with  another  as  my  present  Indisposition 
neither  admits  me  to  write  or  dictate  anymore  at  this  time.  In  case 
a  quantity  of  ammunition  is  not  already  sent  to  Carlisle,  it  should 
be  sent  as  soon  as  possible,  and  also  if  the  Companies  are  to  be 
recruited  and  compleatcd  there,  must  be  an  immediate  supply  of 
about  three  hundred  blankets,  as  there  has  been  a  great  mvjkj  lost 
in  the  present  Expedition. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  &  missing  of  the 
aeveral  Company's.     I  expect  to  go  to  Carlisle  in  about  four  days. 

I  am, 

Tour  Hon" 

Moat  obed^,  & 

most  h'ble  Serv^, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONa. 

To  the  Hon'ble  Governor,  William  Denny. 

P.  S.  Tour  hon"  instructiona  with  regard  to  onr  prisoners  re- 
covered from  the  Indiana  is  necessary,  that  I  may  know  whether  to 
send  them  to  Philad'a,  or  deliver  them  to  their  relations  as  your 
hon'  shall  think  fit.^ 

Indorsed. 

Fort  Littleton,  Sept.  14,  1756,  Colonel  Armstrong  givin  an 
account  of  his  expedition  to  Kittannin. 


A  List  of  the  Names  of  the  Persons  kill'd,  wounded  and  missing, 
out  of  the  several  Companya  employ'd  in  the  l;^te  Expedition 
against  the  Kittanning : 

Lieutenant  Coll.  Jno.  Armstronq's  Compy. 

No.     1.  Thomas  Power,     ")  tr:n»j 

2.  John  McCormick.  j 

3.  Lieu^  Col^  Armstrong, 

4.  James  Carruthers, 

5.  James  Strickland, 
.6.  Tho*.  Foster, 


Wounded. 


*  See  Colon.  Reo.,  Vol.  TH.,  p.  242  &  257,  where  this  is  printed  but  not  f 
fcHlowing  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 
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Capt.  Hamiltons  Compt. 


Kill'd. 


» MlniDg. 


7.  JohaEdlj, 

Capt.  MeAters  Compt. 

8.  John  Baker,       .  ^ 

9.  John  McCartneyi 

10.  Patrick  Mullen, 

11.  Cornelius  McGinnis,      >  Kill'd. 

12.  Theophil us  Thompson, 

13.  Dennis  Kilpatrick^    . 

14.  Bryan  Carrigan, 

15.  Richard  Fizgibbins,  Woanded. 

16.  Cap^  Hugh  Mercer/ 

17.  Ensign  John  Scott, 

18.  Emanuel  Minskey, 

19.  John  Taylor, 

20.  John 

21.  Francis  Phillips, 

22.  Robert  Morrow, 

23.  Thomas  Burk, 

24.  Philip  PendergrasB. 

Capt.  Abmstbongs  Compt. 

25.  Lieu^  James  Hogg, 

26.  James  Anderson, 

27.  Holdcraft  Stringer,  i  ir-wji 

28.  Edw-  Obriana,  ^  ^'^^  ^' 

29.  James  Higgins, 

30.  John  Lasson, 

31.  William  Findley, 

32.  Robert  Robinson, 

33.  John  Ferrol, 

34.  Tho*.  Camplin, 

35.  Charles  O'Neal, 

36.  John  Lewis, 
87.  W-.  Hunter, 

38.  W».  Baker, 

39.  George  Appleby, 

40.  Anthony  Grissy, 

41.  Tho*.  Swan. 

Capt.  Wards  Compt. 

42.  W-.  Welch,  Kill'd. 

43.  Ephraim  Bratten,  Wounded. 

44.  Patrick  Myers,  ") 

45.  Lawrence  Donnahow,   >  Missing. 

46.  Samuel  Chambers,       J 


Wonndcd. 


>Missing. 
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Capt.  Pottees  Compy. 

47.  En«gn  James  Potter,  >  ^^^^^ed.    ' 

48.  Andvew  Douglass,       3 

Capt.  Steels  Oompy. 

49.  Terence  Cannaberrjy        Missing. 

Total  kill'd, 17 

Wounded,           ;        .         .                  .        13 
Missing,  19 

49 

A  List  of  English  Prisoners  retaken  from  the  Indians  at  the  Kit- 
tanning : 

1.  Ann  McCord,  Wife  of  Jn**.  McCord,  taken  at  McGords  Forti 
in  Conncgochieg. 

2.  Martha  Thorn,  about  Seven  Fears  old,  taken  at  the  same 
place. 

3.  Barbara  Hicks,  taken  at  the  Conollowajs. 

4.  Catherine  Smith,  a  German  Child,  taken  near  Shamokin. 

5.  Marg*  Hood,  taken  near  the  mouth  of  Connegoohieg,  in  Ma- 
ryland. 

6.  Tho*.  Girty,  taken  at  Fort  Granville. 

7.  Sarah  Kelly,  taken  near  Winchester,  in  Virginia. 

Besides  one  Woman^  a  Boy  and  two  little  Girls,  who,  with  Cap^ 
Mercer  and  Ensign  Scott,  seperated  from  the  Main  Body,  as  we  be- 
gan our  March  from  Kittanning,  who  are  not  yet  come  in. 

Jndorsed. 

Letter  from  Col.  Armstrong,  Sept'  14, 1756,  giving  an  Account 
of  his  Expedition  to  Kittanning,  and  desiring  Sundries. 


Extracts  from  GaoRaB  Stevenson  to ,  1756. 

I>S*: 

By  the  Letter  from  Coll*.  Armstrong  to  the  Governor,  you  will 
have  the  Ace'  of  the  Success  of  our  Expedition  ag*  the  Kat- 
tannau.  Such  are  our  Acc*»  of  it  that  we  are  rejoyced,  I  hope  Care 
will  be  taken  to  pay  off  these  valliant  nren  with  Honour,  which  will 
be  a  great  Means  of  encourageing  others. 

What  shall  we  do  ?  no  Money  Bill,  no  Militia  Law. 
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*  

Bad  News  from  Minorca.  Bad  News  of  Oswego.  Must  We  in 
Ycry  Deed  become  a  Province  of  France  ?  if  so,  farewel  Property, 
farcwel  Liberty,  sweet  Liberty  ;  farewel  Religion,  instead  of  the  free, 
Exercise  of  our  Holy  Beligion,  must  we  have  Persecation  ?  Imagesi 
Crucifixes,  &o^.,  &c*.     Alas  I  Alas  I 

Forgive  me,  B^-S',  I  am  uneasy  Day  &  Night,  &  I  can't  refraia 
opening  a  little  to  you. 

I  am,  !>:  &■, 

y  most  Ob*  Serv*. 

GEO.  STEVENSON. 
Lane,  17*^  Sep',  1756. 

Indorsed. 

Letter  George  Stevenson,  17  Septem,  1756. 


Conversation  BETWEEN  0.  Weiser'&  Shekellamy,  1756. 

* 

Memorandums  taken  ^Sept'  the 

Tachneghdoruss  (alias  John  Shikilimy)  made  answer  to  the  Mes' 
sage  I  sent  to  him  by  Ogughrudaryhon,  to  wit : 

Oncle  here  I  show  you  the  Belt  of  Wampum  you  Send  to  me  and 
my  Brethren,  and  our  whole  family,  together  with  the  Streng,  and 
a  notber  Streng  sent  to  me  by  Yokarontie,  (Coll.  Clapum) ;  by 
this  Belt  you  reprimanded^  meself  &  my  family  for  runiog  away 
from  Shamockin  last  fall  into  a  Wildnessness,  where  we  must  Cer- 
tainly pqrish  for  want  of  the  neoessarys  of  life,  and  you  told  us  that 
it  was  a  very  wrong  Step  to  run  away  from  our  friends,  and  you 
Charged  us,  your  Cousins,  to  Come  back  either  to  Shomockin  or 
your  own  house  at  Tulpehockin,  or  else  where  in  your  neighbour- 
hood. So  that  you  Could  have  an  opportunity  to  help  us  with  some 
provisions,  and  have  an  open  Eie  over  us,  who  were  like  little  Chil- 
dren and  knew  not  their  own  best.  Oncle,  I  assure  you  that  I  and 
my'Brethren  have  often  repent*^  that  we  came  away  from  Shamockin 
and  fleed  up  the  river,  when  we  were  assure  of  your  friendship,  and 
Should  have  fleed  to  your  house.  It  is  true  what  you  said  we  have 
lost  ourselves,  but  we  have  ben  deceived  by  our  near  neighbours  the 
Delawarcs,  and  my  brother,  Sayughtowa,  suffered  himself  to  be  laid 
a  stray ;  he  repents  now  and  Sees  his  error,  and  we  all  have  agreed 
to  Come  down  either  to  Shamockin,  our  old  place,  If  we  can  be 
protected  there,  or  to  your  house  as  soon  as  we  Can  with  Safety,  and 
that  sopue  other  friendly  Indians  will  join  us,  which  have  alir^y 

E remised  us  to  Come  down  with  uSj  Especially  Oguohradaryhon  and 
is  family. 

By  your  Streng,  which  was  Secconded  by  Coll.  Clapums,  you  de- 
sired me  in  particular,  thatjif  I,  with  my  family,*  Could  not  Come 
away  Imediately,  that  I  must  Come  because  you  want  to  Convera 

*  Indorsed  18th  September. 
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with  me  about  matters  of  moment.  I  am  Come  aocording  to  your 
invidatioD,  and  I  promise  you  that  I  shall  be  open  &  free  with  you 
about  every  thing,  and  I  hope  you  will  be  the  same,  Considering  the 
long  friendship  subsisting  between  my  family  and  yours ;  my  de- 
ceased father  has  Charged  us  to  be  allways  advised  by  you,  and  to 
keep  allways  a  good  Correspondence  with  you,  as  to  the  treaty  latly 
held  at  Onontago,  by  Warughyaekon,  with  the  Six  united  nations ; 
you  will  no  doubt  have  heard  from  that  Gentleman,  that  the  united 
nations  have  Come  into  his  measures,  that  is  to  say,  the  MohockS| 
Oneidos  &  Onantagers,  with  the  Tascarroros,  those  having  all  re- 
ceived the  King  of  Great  Brittains  Hatchet  and  danced  the  Warr 
dance,  and  will  Certainly  fight  the  French.  The  Cayhukers,  have 
refused  to  accept  of  it,  saying  that  by  public  treaties  we  were 
obliged  to  stand  neuter ;  the  Sioickers  had  sent  no  deputies,  but  the 
old  j3elt,  he  that  Came  from  Pensilvania^  took  up  the  Hatchet  in 
behalf  of  his  nation,  (he  being  a  Sinicker)  and  danced  fhe  Warr 
dance,  but  whether  or  no  It  will  have  any  Effect  upon  the  Sinickers 
is  not  known  as  yet ;  that  M'.  Johnson  had  but  it  very  Close  to  the 
deputies  of  the  Delawares  &  Shawanos  about  their  Murdering  the 
people  of  Pensilvania,  and  insisted  upon  to  know  the  reason ;  they, 
the  said  Indians,  Employed  Scarniady  to  give  their  answer  in  open 
Council,  at  Onontago,  which  accordingly  he  did,  to  the  following 
purport.  Brother  Warughyakon,  you  press  upon  uai  to  give  you  the 
reason  why  we  Struck  our  Brethren,  the  people  of  Pensilvania.  you 
know  the  first  beginning  of  it  better  than  we  do.  You  ana  the 
French  quarreld  for  the  lands  on  Ohio,  and  the  French  Came  there 
with  a  large  Body  of  men  and  beat  yours  off,  and  so  the  Indians  on 
Ohio  were  in  a  manner  obliged  to  come  into  their  measures,  they  were 
persuaded  to  take  up  the  Hatchet  ag*  the  English,  and  as  they  Came 
in  smal  parties  to  Susquehana  river,  the  prevaild  on  Susquehana  In- 
dians to  go  with  them,  the  being  related  to  one  another.  Many  had 
their  fathers,  mothers,  sons  &  daughters  on  Ohio,  and  Could  not 
withstand  their  request,  being  one  people  they  could  not  resist ;  that 
they  now  saw  their  error,  and  would  be  directed  by  their  uncles  the 
Six  Nations,  but  that  they  Could  not  help  of  finding  a  lite  fault  with 
their  uncles,  who  suffered  the  French  to  pass  thro  their  Country 
without  molestation,  which  afterwards  the  Indians  on  Ohio  pleaded 
to  the  Susquehana  Indians,  and  added  that  the  Six  Nation  were  on 
the  side  of  French ;  that  they,  the  Susquehana  Indian,  were  glad  to 
find  the  Contrary,  and  that  they  now  awaked  as  out  of  a  deep 
sleep,  and  would  trie  all  means  to  make  up  the  Break  with  the  peo- 
ple of  Pensilvania. 

John,  by  way  of  Complaint,  desired  me  to  acquunt  the  Governor 
of  the  hardships  he  had  suffered,  being  in  a  manner  taken  away  pri- 
soner from  Shamokin,  by  the  Delawares,  and  obliged  to  go  up  the 
the  river  Susquehana,  and  when  by  their  leave  in  a  manner  he  was 
suffered  to  Come  down  to  Philadelphia,  he  was  cursed  by  some  of 
the  people  of  Pensilvania  to  his  foce  and  threaned  to  be  killed,  and 
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that  in  order  to  save  his  life  he  was  obliged  to  make  his  Eecap,  and 
allmoBt  perished  in  the  woods  for  want  of  food,  haveing  above  200 
miles  to  travel  before  he  Could  reach  the  Indian  town,  and  had  noth- 
ing to  Eat  but  what  he  could  pick  up  in  the  woods^  haveing  no  gun 
with  him ;  that  he  thought  it  very  hard  that  there  was  no  Bodj 
that  spoke  in  bis  favour  among  them  people  on  Susquehana,  tho 
they  all  kn^w  that  he  was  a  Constant  friend  to  the  people  of  Pensil- 
vania;  that  ho  desired  them  to  give  him  a  safe  gard  to  Convey  him 
to  his  uncle,  C.  Weiser/but  they  would  not  do  it,  and  said  that  C. 
W.  was  as  great  a  Rogue  as  himself. 

John  inquires  what  was  become  of  Pazonosys  l^essage  he  sent 
down  in  answer  to  the  Qovernori  bySheekelimy ;  he  says  that  Mes- 
sage was  sent  by  the  way  of  Lancasterj  and  Edward  Shippen^  Esq', 
had  received  it. 

Indorsed  J 
Conversation  with  Sheckcalamy,  delivered  18  Sept^,  1755. 


John  Pownall,  SbcKt.,  to  late  Gov.  Morris  1756. 

Whitehall,  Sept.,  10<^,  1756. 

Sir: 

It  being  of  the  greatest  Importance  that  His  Majesty  should,  in 
the  present  situation  of  afiairs,  be  truly  and  exactly  informed  of  the 
real  state  of  Defence  of  all  his  Colonies  in  America,  as  well  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Ordnance  and  Stores  of  War  which  are  in  each  Colony, 
respectively;  as  to  the  Forts  and  Fortifications,  &  the  number  of 
their  Inhabitants ;  I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  Commissi*,  for  Trade 
&  Plantations,  to  desire  you  will,  with  all  possible  Dispatch,  prepare 
and  transmit  to  their  Lordships,  to  be  laid  before  His  Majesty,  an 
exact  particular  Account  thereof,  with  respect  to  the  Colony  under 
your  G-overnment,  in  which  you  are  to  express  the  present  actual 
State  &  Quantity  of  the  Cannon,  Small  Arms,  Ammunition,  &  other 
Ordnance  and  Military  Stores  belonging  to  the  said  Colony,  either  in 
the  Publick  Magazines,  or  in  the  possession  of  the  Militia  or  oUier 
private  Persons,  together  with  the  true  State  of  all  Places  either  al- 
ready fortified,  or  which  you  judge  further  necessary  to  be  fortified, 
with  your  opinion  at  large  in  what  manner  His  Majesty  may  further 
contribute  to  the  Security  and  Defence  of  the  said  Colony,  and  also 
as  exact  an  Account  as  yon  can  obtain  of  the  real  Number  of  Inhabi- 
tants, Whites  &  Blacks,  How  many  of  the  former  are  able  to  bear 
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Aftat,  of  what  Number  the  Militia  is  eompoaed,  and  how  armedi 
moster'd,  and  train'd.    I  am, 

Sir, 

Yoor  most  Obedient, 

humble  Servant, 

,  JOHN  POWNALL,  Seciy. 

Hon"*.  Robert  Hanter  MorriS;  Bsqr.j  Lieu^  Gov.  of  Pennsjlvania. 

Indorsed. 
Jn».  Pownall,  Secry.  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  19  Sept.  1755. 


OoL.  Clapham  to  Gov.  Denny,  1756. 

^Fort  Angosta,  Septemb'.  23,  1756. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  congratulate  you  on  yonr  safe  Arrival 
&  Accession  to  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania,  where  I  sincerely 
wish  your  Honor  all  the  Success  &  Happiness  that  cUn  possibly  flow 
from  the  wisest  Oouncills  or  the  most  consummate  merit :  it  is  with 
inexpressible  Pleasure  I  observe  that  his  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleas'd  to  confer  the  Command  of  this  Province  on  a  Gentleman  of 
Experience  in  Military  affairs^  at  a  Time  when  the  most  Vigorous 
Measures  are  necessary  for  its  Protection  from  immediate  Ruin,  and 
flatter  myself,  that  both  the  Preservation  and  the  Happiness  of  the 
People,  will. prove  at  once  the  Reward  of  your  Cares  &  the  Glory 
of  your  Administration. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  to  inform  yoif,  th  it  I  received  from  your  Honor- 
able Predecessor,  Mr.  Morris,  the  Command  of  a  Regiment  of  Foot,* 
consisting  of  four  hundred  Men,  raised  in  the  Pay  of  the  Province 
of  Pennsjlvania,  &  now  doing  duty  at  Fort  Halifax,  which  is  garri- 
soned by  a  Company  of  fifty  men,  Detatcb'd  f]:om  this  Regiment,  and 
the  Rest  of  the  Corps  station' d  at  Fort  Augusta  at  Shamokin,  where 
I  am  in  Justice  bound  to  Acknowledge  that  they  have  shewn  a  com- 
mendable Disposition  to  serve  their  Country,  &  suffered  excessive 
Fatigue  in  building  a  Fort,  agreeable  to  the  Plan  herewith  trans- 
mitted to  jour  Honor,  in  little  better  than  the  space  of  six  Weeks, 
and  in  Escorting  Provisions  for  the  use  of  tbe^Regiment  at  the  same 
time. 

There  are  now  four  Months  Pay  due  to  this  Regiment,  and  as  many 
of  the  Soldiers  have  left  Familys  at  Home  dependant  on  their  Pay, 
&  reduc'd  to  the  utmost  Misery  for  Want  of  it,  I  find  no  small 
Difficulties  in  detaining  them  for  the  present,  in  so  discouraging  a 
Service,  and  am  apprehensive  I  shall  not  (unless  better  supported  by 
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the  Oovernmcnt)  be  able  to  do  it  much  longer.  I  bave,  in  order  to 
relieve  their  real  Becessitjs,  lent  amongst  them  great  Part  of  my  own 
Pay,  besides  borrowing  from  others  for  that  Purpose,  and  Hho  con- 
siderably in  advance  for  the  Province,  have  not  one  single  Farthing 
in  my  Hand  for  any  Incidental  Charges.  My  Duty  to  the  Service 
calls  upon  me  to  inform  your  Honor,  that  no  Person  being  regularly 
appointed  to  supply  this  Garrison  with  Flour,  we  have  been  twice  ze- 
duo'd  to  the  Quantity  of  two  Barrels,  and  the  Commanding  Offioer 
of  the  Escorting  Party  sent  down  to  Hunters  Fort  for  Flour,  as  of^n 
obliged  to  purchase  it  from  different  Parts  of  the  Countrvi  the  Party 
being  detained  in  the  Mean  Time,  &  deserting  daily  to  the  great  pre- 
judice of  the  Service.  I  beg  Leave  to  represent  to  your  Honor,  that 
this  Garrison  consisting  of  three  hundred  &  twentji^  Men  can .  never 
Answer  the  Purpose  expected  of  protecting  the  Frontier  around  it, 
&  carry  on  the  Works  at  the  same  Time,  while  one  hundred  Men  are 
constantly  employed  in  escorting  Provisions  for  the  rest,  and  fre- 
quently oblig'd  to  wait  a  considerable  Time  among  the  Inhabitants, 
till  Provisions  can  be  purchas'd,  and  that  a  Quantity  sufficient  to 
serve  the  Garrison  at  least  six  Months,  ought  always  to  be  in  Store 
to  prevent  so  Advanced  a  Post  as  this  is,  from  falling  into  the  Hands 
of  the  Enemy,  in  Case  of  a  Seige  or  the  Communication  being  by 
any  other  means  cutt  off;  I  hope  that  this  Regiment  will  be  happy 
in  your  Honofs  Favour  &  Protection,  &  am^  Sir,  with  all  posdble 
Respect^ 

Your  Honors, 

most  Obedient,  humble  Servant, 

WILLM.  CLAPHAM. 

Indorsed, 

23  Sept.,  1756.     Coll.  Clapham. 
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ware  Bay,  Governor  stops  publication, 
592.     Letter  to  Governor,  593. 

Fitch,  Thomas,  Deputy  Gov'r  (Tonnec- 
ticut,  letters  to  and  flrom,  122,  125, 
125,  208. 

Forts.* 
Allkv,   see   Gnaden   Hntten.     Au- 
gusta (8faamokin),  557, 627, 644, 646. 
666,  662,  674,   700,   706,   712,   731, 
739,  764,  765,   780.    Above  Allb- 

MtNOA,   677.      At   AllMSTB0NO*S,    663. 

671,  674,  686,  687,  751.  (See  Fort 
Halifax.)  Brown's  Fort,  738.  Capt 
Bussb's  Fort,  159.  Captain  Burd's 
Fort,  600.  Christina,  curious  relics 
discovered,  6.  Croghan's  Fort,  571, 
823.  .  CuuBKRLAKDf  (Wills'  Creek,) 
276, 376.  Dupuis  or  Hitndshaw,  678. 
Du  QuBSNB,  361,  375,  380,  390,  393, 
570,  579,  582.  •  Franklin,  669,  678. 
French  Forts,  240.  Gap  of  Tolibaio, 
547,  551,  554,  555.  Gnadenhutten, 
(Fort  Allen),  521,  565,  569,  638,  677, 
747,  754.  Granville,  743,  taken 
[Col.  Rec.  242,  278.]  Archives,  556. 
661,  565,  569,  603,  604,  613,  623, 
631,  743,  744,  750,  753,  756.  Great 
Cove,  462,  474.  Near  Great  Mea- 
dow, proposed  by  Gov'r  Dinwiddie, 
398.  Halifax,  at  Armstrong's,  663, 
671,  674,  686,  687.  751.  Hamilton, 
669,  678.  Harris's  Ferry,  441,  603, 
635.  Hbnrt,  at  Tolihaio,  159,  561, 
665, 570,  676.  Hunter's  Mill,  545, 
551,  553,  554,  564,615,  617,  686,751. 
Htndsraw,  678.  Lebanon,  159,  547, 
655,  565,  570,  665,  676.  Lyttleton, 
Sugar  Cabins,  556,  561, 565,  569,  603, 
604,  621.  McCord'8  Fort,  611,  617. 
McDowell's  Mill,  575.  McKbe's 
Fort,  634, 635, 637, 686,  751.  Matchi- 
TONOo,  556,  (Pomfret),561.  William 
Henrt,  585.  Nortbkill,  159,  675. 
Kbcbssitt,  Articles  of  Capitulation 
to  Capt.  De  Villiers,  146.  At  Niagara, 
679,  722.    NoRRis,  669,  678.    At  Os- 


weoo,  57S.  Plba8A9t,438,  (Cimiber. 
land).  Patterson's,  attacked,  608, 
617,  628.  Pomfret  Castle,  556,  565, 
569,*  603,  604.  At  Lake  St.  George, 
437.  Shirlet  at  Augwick,  656, 661, 
665,  669,  603,  604,  623,  632.  Swa- 
TARA,  161,  551,  554.  Stockades  in 
Cumberland,  536.  In  Virginia,  581. 
Captain  Potter  ordered  to  build  forC» 
602.  A  new  fort,  166.  Proposed  bj 
Harris,  441. 
Fox,  H.,  appointed  Secretary  in  room 

of  T.  Robinson,  490. 
France,  cessation  of  hostilities,  3. 
Francis,  Tench,  Attorney  General,  re- 
signation, 255. 
Franklln>  Benjamin,  engages  to  proenra 
wagons  for  General  Braddock,  294. 
His  advertisement    for   them,   295. 
Letter  to  Governor  on  forage,  297. 
His  success,   309.     Letters  to  and 
from,   274,   344,  467,  648,  766.    T. 
Penn's  opinion  of,  420. 
Franklin,  Fort,  669,  678. 
Franklin  and  Hall,  letter  to  Governor 
on  printing  letters  with  minutes  of 
Assembly,  274.    T.  Penn's  opinion 
of,  420. 
French,  War  declared  against,  by  En- 
glish,  635,  735,  and  Indians,  20,  2fl, 
81,  50,  123,  124,  132,  167,  168,  170, 
173, 176,  192,  213,  215,  220,  227, 229, 
240,  264,  267,  290,  292,  381,405,411, 
413,  433, 440,  446,  447,  448,  453,  471, 
472,  491, 493,  495,  528,  559,  561,  565, 
579,  610,  629,  689.    Neutrals  arrive 
from  Canada,  513, 581.  Success  of  Sir 
William  Johnson  over,  422,  423. 
Frontbnac,  French  Forces  at,  404,  433. 
Fry,  Henry,   Examination   respecting 
Wyominck,  491. 


O. 


Galbraitb,  James,  letter,  740. 

Gap,  Copper  Mine,  in  Lancaster  County^ 

T.  Petin  interested  in,  311,  refuses  to 

sell,  369. 
Gap,  at  Talihaio  Fort  at — ^see  Forts. 
Germans,  in  Philadelphia,  eompiain  of 

Bufferings,  217,  225. 
German   Protestants,  of  Philadelphia 

County,  address  to  Gov.  Morris,  200. 
Ginseng,  introduced,  174. 
Gnaden,  Hutton,  massacre  at,  621,  649. 

See  Fort,  (Allen)  565. 
Gooch,  Governor  William,  of  Tirglnia, 

letter  from,  18. 
Granville,  Fort,  see  Forts. 


*  These  are  mere  references  to  the  pages  Inhere  the  Forts  are  spoken  of,  some« 
times  by  the  name  of  the  fort  or  place,  or  of  the  Commander. 
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Great  Coto^  Indian  Marderf  at,  462, 

474. 
Great  Meadovrs,  Fort  proposed  to  be 

built  at  hj  Gov.  Dinwiddie,  398. 
Gnns  and  Ammanition  aent  to  Baok 

Counties,  393. 


<« Half-King"  of  tbe  Six  Nations  dies 
at  Paxton,  177,  178. 

Halifax,  Dunk,  Earl  of,  letters  to  him, 
628,  057. 

Halipax,  (Fort)  see  Forts. 

Hamilton,  Oorernor  James,  letters  to 
and  from,  49,  60.  66, 91, 113, 120, 122, 
12.%  126,  130,  168,  Letter  to  Board 
of  Trade  on  Boundaries  &  Claims  of 
the  State,  60,  63.  Report  of  Privy 
Council  on,  65.  Opinion  on  bis  power 
to  pass  bills  of  credit,  106.  Retires, 
174,  180.    Fort,  669,  678. 

Hamilton,  Hance,  letters,  611,  753. 

Hamilton,  James,  letters  to  and  from, 
447,483,537,640,  731,  740.  Dedimus 
to,  to  fill  Commissions,  460.  Orders 
to,  603,  604. 

Hardy,  Sir  Charles,  appointed  Captain 
General  and  Governor  of  New  York, 
arrives,  399.  Letters  to  and  from, 
S99,  405,  435,  472,  497,  526,  533,  572, 
574,  585,  606,  609,  629,  646,  655,  688, 
689,  695. 

Harris,  John,  letters  to  and  IVom,  178, 
230,  232,  441,  603,  627,  635,  662. 

Hazard,  Samuel,  memorial  to  Connecti- 
ont  for  Western  lands,  and  their  ac- 
tion, 301. 

Henry,  Fort,  159,  561,  565,  570,  676. 

Hobson,  Samuel,  imprisoned  for  enlist- 
ing servants,  640. 

Hockley,  Richard,  letters  to  and  from, 
475,  476. 

Holt,  K.,  letter  for  defence  of  Delaware, 
477,  509. 

Holt  ^  Kollock,  militia  officers  chosen, 
477.. 

Hoops,  Adam,  letters  to  and  from,  462, 
474,  752. 

Hopkins,  Gov.,  Stephen,  Rhode  Island, 
845,  473.  500,  673. 

Borsfleld,  Timothy,  letters  to  and  from, 
289,  458,  481,  500, 512,  520,  688,  701, 
713. 

Hosiok,  Indian  outrages  at,  167, 168. 

Hospital,  Pennsyla.,  subscribers  to^  87. 

Hughes,  W.,  letter  frym,  271. 

Hunter's  Mill,  see  Forts. 

Hyhdbbaw,  Forty  see  Forts. 


Indians,  Letters  from  C.  Weiser,  re- 
specting, 8,  9,  10,  11, 15,  23, 44,  259, 


816,  319,  453,  461,  503,  504,  511,  562, 
563,  628,  696,  776.  Expected  at  Lan- 
easier,  9.  '  Shawanese,  8,  144,  212, 
570,  571,  634.  Tbwicktowick  or 
Twigh twees,  9,  321.  The  praying, 
11.  Presents  to,  11.  Nantecoke,  11. 
Backshenoath,  634.  Seneoa,  11.  Ja- 
grea,  681.  Traders  in  1748,  14. 
Murders  by,  16,  159-166,  363.  She- 
kalamy,  death  of,  23.  Tagneghdoarus, 
eldest  son  succeeds  him,  23, 259,  319, 
.634,  647.  Uneasy  at  settlements  of 
whites  on  Juniata,  Ao.  Deed  fur 
lands  between  Delaware  and  Susque- 
bannah,  33.  Resolutions  of  New 
York,  52.  Letters  on,  57,  58,  59, 1 13, 
118,  173,  209,  229,  232,  278,  289,  394, 
436,  440,  443,  444,  448, 451,  457,  462, 
465,  46S,  473,  478, 483,  501,  520,  535, 
537,  539,  575.  620,  634,  670,  699,  701, 
712,  713,  716,  720,  734,  740,  746,  748. 
Treatment  of,  by  W.  Penn,  109.«  Ex- 
penses for  Indians,  111.  Scaroyady, 
15,  114,  220,  279,  447,  627.  Mono- 
cotootha,  114,  178,  4b  1.  Traders, 
118,  119,  131.  French,  A  123,  124, 
132,  144,  167,  170,  173, 176,  276,  362, 
455,  457,  580.  Treaty  at  Albany, 
Commissioners  to,  137-143.  Make 
deed  for  lands  to  "Susquehanna 
Company,"  through  Lydias,  147,  171. 
Purchase  of  lands  from,  167,  279. 
Outrages  at  Uosick,  167,  168,  170. 
Death  of  the  Half  King,  177,  178. 
Six  Nations,  178,  279,  299.  8peech 
of  Gov.  Morris 'to,  at  Augwick,  193. 
Montour,  Andrew,  230,  451,  627. 
Detail  of  Indian  affairs,  1752-54, 
233.  J.  Patten,  a  trader  with,  240. 
Conestogoe,  lists  of,  242.  Cherokees 
at  Philadelphia,  244.  Massacre  at 
Little  Meadows,  362.  Arrive  at  Phi- 
ladelphia.drunk,  889.  Effect  of  Brad- 
docks  defeat  on,  394.  Conference 
with  Shirley,  402.  Do.  at  Lake 
George,  407.  Near  Harris's  ferry, 
have  crossed  Susquehanna,  letter 
from  Gov.  Morris  to  neighbouring 
Governors,  450.  Alarms  in  Lancas« 
ter  County,  450.  Murders  at  Great 
Cove,  462,  464,  474.  Tulpehocken 
murders,  503,  504.  Massacre  at 
Gnadenhutten,  524.  At  Mennisinks, 
632.  In  prison  at  Baston,  534.  Pre- 
sents to,  536.  Cherokees  and  Cataw- 
^  bas,  536,.  558,  561,  667,  570,  571,  573, 
580,  711.  At  Nescopeok,  558,  565. 
Col.  Johnson's  treaty  with,  559.  On 
Juniata,  566.  Refugees  at  Bethle- 
hem, 584.  Murders  in  New  York, 
586,  610.  Sent  to  Conestogo  Manor, 
595.  Reward  offered  for  scalps  of, 
607,  619,  625.  Burn  and  take  Mo 
Cord's  forty  611,  617.    Isaac  bri"'- 
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scalp  of  Captain  Jacobs,  CI 2.  At 
Bethlehem,  address  to  Gov.,  6^{6.  A 
bad,  645.  At  Burlington,  645. 
Captain  New  Castle  682.  Biahogo,  ac- 
count given  by,  of,  683.  Teedjuscung, 
reply  to  Gov.,  721,  722,  724.  Con- 
ference at  Easton,  722,  730.  Captain 
New  Castle,  character  of,  727.  An- 
gustas,  intelligence  by,  from  Dia- 
bogo,  729.  Attack  of,  near  B down's 
fort,  738.  Misconduct  of  a  Lieuten- 
ant, 766,  753.  Cumberland  County, 
alarms  in,  756.  And  petitions,  757, 
758,  760.  Murder  near  Fprt  Au- 
gusta, 764.  Conversation  between 
Conrad  Weiser  and  Shekalamy,  776. 
Col.  Armstrong's  account  of  expedi- 
tion to,  and  attack  on  Kittanning, 
with  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  767, 
775. 

Innes,  CoL,  at  Fort  Cuubebland,  277, 
376: 

Instructions,  to  Lewis  Evans  about 
map,  46.  To  L.  Osbourne  for  papers 
from  Maryland,  02.  Additional  to 
Gov.  Thomas,  104.  To  T.  A  R. 
Penn,  on  appeals,  107.  To  OoL 
Shirley,  178.  To  General  Brnddock, 
203.  Captain  Frederick  Smith,  544, 
652.  Jonas  Secly,  544,  556,  596. 
Adam  Read,  545,  551.  B.  Franklin 
to  Captain  Vanetta,  546.  Conrad 
Weiser,  547.  T.  McKee,  553,  563, 
5^4.  James  Galbraith,  555.  Jacob 
Morgan,  555.  Captain  Bupse,  555. 
Thomas  McGee,  563,  564.  John 
Ross,  595.  Col.  Wm.  Clapham,  596, 
667.  Of  Captain  Dumas,  to  Mons. 
Bonville,  (a  French  oflScer  taken,) 
600.  To  James  Bnrd,  601,  603. 
John  Steel,  601.  Captain  Potter, 
602,  603.  Edward  Shippen,  603. 
Captains  of  Cumberland,  Q02.  Elisha 
Salter,  603,  621.  Robert  Irwin,  624. 
Captain  Miles,  687. 

Iron  furnaces,   Ac,  in  Pennsylvania, 
returns  of,  52-55. 

Irwio,  Robert,  commission  and  instnio- 
tion  as  chief  wagon  master,  624. 

Isaac,  Indian,  612,  621. 


J. 


Jacobs,  Captain,  killed  and  sealpedi 
612,  621. 

Johnston,  Col.  Andrew,  orders  of  Gov. 
Belcher  to,  4S1. 

Johnson,  Sir  William,  treaty  pro* 
posed  at  his  house,  279.  Letters  to 
and  from,  26,  299,  393,  535.  Gains 
advantage  over  French,  422,  424. 
Bttcccss  of,  446,  531,  535.    Extract  i 


from  Treaty,  559.  Censures  Governor 
Morris  for  proclaiming  war  with 
Delaware  Indians,  651.  His  views  oo 
declaration  of  war  against  DeU- 
ware  Indians,  655. 
Journal  from  Reading,  to  sundry  forts, 
675.  Of  a  visit  to  different  forts, 
159-166. 


Kennedy,  Archibald,  letters,  702,  714, 
733. 

Keppela  Commodore,  351,  354. 

Kirk,  Samuel,  appointed  Serjeant  at 
arms  to  H.  R.,  100.  (See  Vol.  III., 
p.  19.) 

Kittanning  prisoners  escape,  711.  Ac- 
count by  Col.  Armstrong  of  expedi- 
tion and  success,  767-775.  Killed 
and  wounded,  773. 

Kitsmiller,  Martin's,  Examination,  70. 


Lake  George,  oonferenoe  with  Indians 
at,  407. 

Lancaster,  Treaty  at,  Conestogo  In* 
dians  at»  242.  Return  of  iron  fur- 
naces, Ac.  in  1750,  53.  Gap  copper 
mine  in,  311, 312,  369.  Petition  and 
alarm,  450.  Ammonition  sent  to, 
480,  613. 

Lands,  Western,  memorial  of  S.  Hazard 
for,  301.  Grant  of,  to  Susquehaana 
Company  by  Connecticut,  303. 

Lawrence,  Gov.  of  Canada,  letters  to 
and  from,  375,  422.  Qis  success  over 
the  French,  422. 

LsBAjroK,  Fort,  described,  t65.  See 
Forts. 

Leslie,  Matthew,  letter  from,  356. 
Sent  to  purchase  provisions,  316. 

Lkttbbb. — 

B.  Powel  and  S.  Rhoads  to  R.  Peters,  3. 

R.  Holt  and  J.  Kollock,  4. 

D.  Bush,  Ac,  to  Pres.  Palmer.  6.  ^ 

Captain  J.  Ballettt,  7. 

Conrad  Weiser,  8,  9,  10,  11, 15,  2.'S,  44, 
259,318,  453.  461,  503,  504,  511,  562, 
563,  628, 696,  776. 

Cookson,  Thomas,  9,  42. 

George  Croghan,  13,  31,  118, 119,  132, 
144,  173,  203,  209,  212,  218,  219, 
483. 

Govr,  Clinton,  N.  York,  to  Prefi.,  16, 
26,  29, 30,  32,  65,  99. 

Samuel  Blunston,  66. 

William  Trent,  17,  50,  575. 

Governor  Gooch,  Virginia,  18. 

John  Churchman,  19,  25. 

Governor  Shirley,  20,  26,  215, 260, 282, 
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298,   326,   328,   830,  388,   381,  387, 

698. 
General  Shirley,   292,   330,  405,  417, 

435,  481,  493, 495,  502,  524,  569,  576, 

577,  678,  579,  587,  651,  693,715. 
Israel  Williams,  20. 
Captain  MarBhall,  29. 
Col.  William  Jolinson,  26. 
David  Magaw,  39. 
Got.  Ogle,  of  Maryland,  40,  46,  57. 
William  Parsons,  41,  95,  98,  805,  443, 

515,   534,  539,  595,   670,  740,  742, 

745,  747. 
Gov.  Hamilton,  49,  60,  66,  91,  113, 120, 

122. 
Prest.  Lee,  of  Virginia,  58. 
Bichard  Peters,  59,   89,  172, 196,  214, 

218,  232,  307,  312,  315, 345,  411,  455, 

651,  660,  685. 
John  piggcs,  73.    Nich.  Scull,  73. 
Benj^^nin  Tasker,  of  Maryland,  93. 
Daniel  Glaus,  116,  174,  645. 
John  S.  Hawkins,  117. 
Gov.  Roger  Wolcott,  120,  126. 
Deputy  Gov.  Thomas  Fitch,  122, 125, 

208. 
Board   of  Trade,  128,  377,  418,  467, 

527, 778. 
Boratio    Sharp,    Governor  Maryland, 

113,   125,  130,    187,   192,   213,  228, 

244,  274,  382,   397,   451,  490,   507, 

657,  573. 
Gov.  De  Lancey,  of  New  York,  168, 

179,  220,  2.S3,  242,  243, 261,  264,  267, 

270,273,  278,  279,  280  288,  320,  831, 

338/  344,  345, 346, 350,  384, 391,  396, 

393. 
William  Alexander,  170,  315,  346,  375. 
James -Stevenson,  170,  323,  411. 
Gov.  B.  H.  Morris.  (See  R.  H.  M.) 
Gov.  Belcher,  of  New  Jersey,  172,  182, 

242,  243,  261,   269,  471,   41§,  489, 

601,513,527,530,  699.  * 

Dinwiddle,  Robert,  Governor  Virginia, 

177,  226, 268,  270,  273,  390,  422,  446, 
'  454,481,  530,500,581,711. 
John   Harris,  178,  230,  232,  441,  627, 

662. 
George  Thomas,  late  Governor,  to  R. 

H.  M.,  180. 
Sir  Thomas  Rohinson,  188,  249,  284, 

291,  365,  379,  439,  440,  520,  764. 
Thomas  Penn,  189,  195,252,275,305, 

333,  366,  419,  438. 
Gov.  J.  G.  Wentworth,  195. 
John  Shirley,  199,  332,  402,423. 
Bdward  Sbippen,  230,  358,  362,  864. 

400,  455, 463,  472,  627,  634,  642,  738, 

740. 
Isaac  Norris,  242,  243. 
CapUin  Wm.  Poison,  246,  247,  248. 
Joseph  Armstrong,  247,  248. 
Gen.  Braddock,  258,  261,  263,  269,285, 

288,  290,  299,  372. 


Thomas  Walker,  267. 

W.  Hughes,  271. 

Franklin  and  Hall,  274. 

John  Rutherford,  276, 288. 

Governor  Dobbs,  of  North  Carolina, 

281,  536. 
Timothy  Horsfleld,  289,  458, 481,  500, 

512,  520,  688,  701,  713. 
James  F.  Mercer,  281. 
W.  Shirley,  29  ,  298,  307,  810,  321. 

346,  357. 
Thomas  and  Richard  Penn,  804. 
Robert  Orme,  312,  325,  329. 
Lewis  Morris,  315. 
Committee  of  Assembly  to  Governor, 

816,  318. 
Admiral  Boseawen,  322, 421. 
William  Pepperel,  329. 
B.  Franklin,  274,  344, 466,  548,  766. 
Tench  Francis,  255. 
Governor  Stephen  Hopkins,  of  R.  L, 

345,  434,  500.  673. 
Matthew  Lesley,  316,  356, 
Charles  Swainc,  360. 
William  Allen,  362. 
Governor  Lawrenoe,  375,  422. 

Coxe,  377. 

Colonel  Innes,  217,  376. 

Sir  John  Pownall,  377,  418,  467,  527, 

778. 
Hermanns  Alricks,  883. 
Colonel  Thomas  Dunbar,  385, 401,  410, 

417. 
Governor,  to  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of 

Philadelphia,  389. 
James  Burd,  393,  454,  566,  631,  705. 
Gen.  Johnson  to  Gov.  Pownall,  393, 

535. 
Sir    Charles  (and  Gov.)  Hardy,   399, 

435,  497,  526,    574,    585,  606,  609, 

629,  646,  688.  ' 
LUGov.Phips,  413,  732. 
Thomas  Hendricks,  438. 
George  Stevenson,  442,  461,  466,  514, 

749,  775. 
Sundry  persons  at  York,  448. 
Armstrong,  Col.  John,  451.  457,  719. 
Burgesses  of  Wilmington,  Del,,  456. 
Hoops,  Adam,  462, 474,  762. 
Till,  William,  464. 
Alexander,  James,  465. 
Richard  Hockley,  475,  476. 
Holt  and  Rollock,  477 
William  Logan,  479. 
II.  Fox,  490,  606,  659. 
Commodore  Spry,  508. 
R.  Holt,  477,  609. 
Eari  of  Halifax,  528,  657. 
Governor  Dobbs,  of  N.  C,  281,  536. 
Col.  Geqrge  Washington,  665,  620. 
Spearing,  Lieutenant,  566,^87, 
Gen.  John  St.  Clair,  567. 
Rev.  Thomas  Barton,  568, 755,  756. 
Fraacis  West,  671. 
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Colonel  Thomu  Gsge,  571. 

Rev.  Mr.  Spangenberg,  5di. 

William  Ogilvie,  685. 

Jo«hua  Fisher,  592,  593. 

Col.  Wm.  Clapham,  596,  612,  615,  663, 
669,  671,  686,  705,  739,  744,  751, 
766,  778. 

Eliflha  SalUr,  611,  613,  621. 

Hanoe  Hamilton,  611,  753. 

Captain  Pattereon,  613. 

Thomas  MoKee,  553,  563,  564,  615. 

Rey'd  Captain  John  Steel,  623. 

Captain  Uugh  Mercer,  632. 

Captain  Samuel  Hobeon,  641. 

Charles  Read,  645. 

Bank  Halifax,  657. 

William  Edmondi,  669,  681. 

John  Bell.  692. 

Archibald  Kennedy,  702,  714,  733. 

Captains  of  Clapham's  regt.  to  Commis- 
sary James  Young,  703,  704,  716. 

Selectmen  of  Boston,  708. 

Lord  Loudon,  718. 

Captoin  John  Van  Etten,  720* 

James  Hamilton,  731,  740. 

J.  Ridottt,  734. 

Adam  Read,  738. 

James  Galbraith,  740. 

Captain  Wetterhold,  741,  753. 

Captain  Omdt,  742. 

William  Thompson,  752. 

Peter  Bard,  764. 

OoTcrnor  William  Dennj,  770. 

Letters  of  Marque,  granted,  660.  Orders 
of  the  Government  respecting,  684. 

Lewes,  (Delaware,)  Vessels  captured 
off,  4.  Notice  to  be  given  of  enemjs, 
6.  Signal  guns  and  flag  described,  6. 

Lloyd,  Captain  T.,  letter,  759. 

Lisbon  destroyed  by  earthquake,  530. 

Loan  Office,  Income  of,  86. 

Logan,  William,  letter,  479. 

Loudoun,  Lord,  appointed  Commander 
in  Chief,  647.  Earl  of,  introduction 
of,  657.  Letters  to  and  from,  691. 
His  appointment  and  arrival,  718. 

Louiaburg,  Distress  at,  391. 

Lutheran  Churches,  address  to  Govr. 
Morris,  163,  184. 

Lydius,  John,  purchase  of  land  from 
Indians  for  iSusquehanna  Company, 
60,  171,  174,  176,  273,  279,  298, 303, 
823. 

LrTTLBTOirj  Fort,  see  Forts. 


M. 

MoCall,  Samuel,  appointed  Commis- 
sioner to  settle  accounts  for  wagons 
for  Gener|l  Braddook,  598. 

McCord's  #ort,  attack  on,  617. 

McKce^  Captain,  Thomas,  (McGee)  let* 


ters  to  and  tram,  563,  66^  615,  684. 

Instructions,  533. 

McLaughlin,  Captain,  James,  agreement 
with  his  Comp'y,  541.  His  orders,  543. 

Mail  Packets,  between  England  and 
Halifax  to  bo  established,  467, 

Map  of  Delaware  Bay  and  River,  Full- 
er's, 502,  593  ,*  of  Pennsylvania  pro- 
posed by  Lewis  Evans,  47,  60, 309. 

Maryland,  an  Indian  trader  murdered 
by  Indians,  16.  Depositions  relating 
to,  18,  81,  22,  37, 64,  76, 82,  265,  266, 
283,  335,  440 :  see  depositions.     Let- 
ter J.  Churchman,   19,  25,  Care  of 
Joseph  England,  21,   25.      Diip^e's 
choice,  petition,  28.   Correspondence 
between  Governors  of,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, 40,  46,  57,  91, 93, 113, 125,  130. 
187, 192,  213, 228,  244,  274,  362,  397, 
451,  604,  540,  557,  573.     Boundary 
line  between  Pennsylvania,  40,   41, 
49,    73.      Examination    of    Martin 
KiUmiller,  70.    Letter  John  Dirges 
on  the  death  of  his  son,  73.    Deposi- 
tions respecting,  76-62.    Letter    to 
George     Stevenson,    forbidding     a 
levy  on  certain  lande,  89.    Lisi  of 
Taxes,  94.     Governor  of    Pennsyl- 
vania sends  for  copies  of  puclic  pa- 
pers, 92;   Granted,  93.    Petition    of 
Henry  Damall,  Attorney  General,  to 
Judges  at  York,  respecting  death  of 
Dig^s    son,    92.     Letter    Jobn    8. 
Hawkins,   117.      Commissioners    to 
Indian  treaty  at  Albany,  138.    Wm. 
Morris  and  Wm.  Green,  depositions, 
265.      James    Anderson,    267,    283. 
Watman    Sipples    case,    335. '.337, 
440.      Petition  to  Governor  ^orris 
from   sufferers    by    Maryland   432. 
Grant  of  £10,000  by  Assembly,  685. 

Massachusetts,  correspondence  with 
Gov^nors,  20,  26,  181.  Commis- 
sioners  to  Indian  treaty  at  Albany, 
137.  Wants  provisions  from  Phlla., 
412.  Embargo  on  provisions  asked 
by  Assembly,  283.  Asks  for  provi- 
sions,  732. 

Massacres  by  Indians,  16,  159-166, 
571,  613.     [See  Indians.] 

Matchitongo,  556,  561. 

Memorial  S.  Hasard  to  Connecti.  for 
Western  lands,  301. 

Mercer,  Captain  Hugh,  orders  to,  603. 
Letter,  632. 

Mercer,  James  H.,  recniiting  in  Penn- 
sylvania, 281. 

Merchants,  New  Yotki  complain  of  em- 
bargo, 702. 

Meridian,  Ac,  N.  SeoU,  «n  mode  of  as* 
certaining,  73. 

Militia  Law,  passed,  513,  531, 561. 

Minutes  of  Council,  not  in  Colon.  Roe., 
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283,  378,^375.  Indinni  arrire  in 
liquor,  lodge  in  State  House  Square, 
Citizens  to  be  kept  firom  them,  389. 
Col.  Danbac's  and  Sir  Peter  Ilalket'a 
Regiments  expected,  Governor  asks 
Major  to  provide  quarters  from  them, 
895.  Demand  of  Governor  on  Sheriff 
for  Carriages,  432.  Representation 
of  Citizens  to  General  Assembly  de- 
manding means  of  defence,  485.  Ad* 
dress  of  Quakers  to  Assembly,' 487. 
Fisher's  liap  of  Delaware  Bay,  592, 
693.  Election  for  Lieutenant  of 
Company  of  Dock  Ward  ;  John 
Nixon  chosen  in  place  of  Thomas 
Willing,  resigned,  OUO.  Legality  of, 
doubted,  600.  Officers  chosen  by  Re- 
giment  of  the  County,  607.  New  Cas- 
tle's daughter  brought  to,  885.  Mer- 
chants of,  petition  for  removul  of  em- 
bargo 709.  Address  of  Unitas  Fratanim 
to  Govn'r.  Denny,  760.  Of  Ministers,' 
Ao.,  of  Christ  Church,  763.  Of  Regi- 
ment of  County,  760»  and  reply,  763. 

Phips,  Lieutenant  Governor  P.,  asks 
to  load  provisions  at  Philadelphia 
412.     Letter,  732. 

Poison,  Capt.  William,  letters  to  and 
from,  246,  247,  248.  On  recrniting 
service,  247,  248. 

Porafret  Castle,  see  Forts. 

Pownall,  Sir  John,  letters,  377,  467, 
527,  7TS. 

Proclamation  of  Gorernvr  Mvrrts  tor 
a  fast,  640. 

Provisions — Embargo  on,  263,  2S3,  3737 
375,  500.  Gen.  Shirley  remits  to 
Gov.  Morris  for,  357.  Requested  for 
Bermuda,  661. 

Q. 

Quakers — ^pamphlets  respecting,  257. 
Address  to  Geneml  Assembly  on 
present  state  of  affairs,  487.  A 
deputation  at  Easton  desire  to  make 
presents  to  Indians,  728.  Governor's 
objeetions,  729. 

R 

Read,  Capt  Adam,  orders  to,  545f  551. 
Letter  to,  738. 

Reading,  Berks  County,  water  obtained 
at,  45.  Guard  for,  544,  596.  Public 
stores  at,  660.  Jour,  from  by  Captain 
Young  to  sundry  forts,  674. 

Reformed  German  Clergy,  address  to 
Gov'r  Morris,  185. 

Regiment  of  Phil.  Co.,  address  to  Gov'r 
Denny,  763.     Ilis  reply,  763. 

Resolutions  of  N.  Y.  Assembly,  52. 

Rhode  Island  Commissioners  to  Indian 
Treaty  at  Albany,  141.  Act  appoint- 
ing Commissioners  to  meet  General 
Shirley,  442.  Requests  provisions, 
672.    Letters  of  Govr.  434,  500. 


Rtdont,  J.,  Letten,  734. 

Riot,  at  election  in  York  Connty,  60. 

Roads,  98. 

Robinson,  Samuel,  Letter,  480. 

Robinson,  Sir  Tliomas,  Letters  to  and 
from,  188,  249,  284,  291,  365,  379, 
439,  440, 491,  764.  Resigns  as  Sec- 
retary, 491. 

Roman  Catholics,  susptcions  of,  114, 
176.  228,  423,  646,  690,  694. 

Ross,  John,  instructions  to  take  Indiana 
to  Conestogo,  595. 

Rous,  Rev'd  Lucas,  address  in  Latin  to 
Gov'r  Morris,  251. 

Rutherford,  John,  letter  on  Genl  Brad- 
dock's  affairs,  277,  299. 

Ryder,  D.  King's  Attorney,  General 
opinion  on  several  acts  of  Assembly, 
100. 

S. 

St  Clair,  Sir  John,  reviews  soldiorsf 
276.    Displeased  with  Gov.  M«rris> 
293.    Introduction  to  Gov.  Morris» 
188.     Respecting,  315. 
Saltar,  Elisha,  Commissary  Gcneral'a 
orders,  604.      Letters   to  and  from, 
611,  613,  618,  621. 
Scalps,  premium  offered  by  Commis- 
sioners for,  619.  Minutes  respecting, 
619.     Letter  of  Gov.  Morris  to  Com- 
missioners, 620,  625,  629.    Brought 
in,  630,  641. 
Scarrovadv,  15,  114. 
Schlatter, 'Re v'd  Michael,  pass  for,  67. 
Schuylkill  Ferry,  application  for,  648. 
Scull,  Nicholas,  on  method  of  finding 

the  Meridian,  Ac.  73. 
Seely,  Capt  Jonas,  orders  to,  544. 
Seidel,  Christian,  examination  of,  459. 
Servants  and  Apprentices,  un  enlisting, 
417,  572,  576,  582,  587.    Murder  by 
mob,  576. 
Shamokin,  minutes  of  a  Council  at, 

respecting  officers  pay,  700. 
Shamokin,  Fort  Augusta  at,  See  Forts. 
Sharps,  Horatio,  Gov.  Md ,  Letters  to 
and  from,  113,   125,  130,  167,  192, 
216,  228, 244,  274,  382,  397,  461,  468, 
490,  507,  520,  656.  567,  578,  685. 
Shekalamy,  death  noticed,  his  son  suc- 
ceeds as  Chief,  23.    Presents  to  his 
family,  24, 
Shippen,  Edward,  letters  to  and  from, 
230,  358,  362,  364,  400,  455,  463,  472, 
576,  603,  608,  634,  738,  740.  Commis- 
sion  to   settle  accounts  for  wagons 
for  Braddock,  598. 
Shippen,  Joseph,   appointed  Captain, 

622.  Letter,  636. 
Shirley,  Gov.  William,  (of  Mtts.)  letters 
from,  20,  26,  181,  215,  231,  260,  298, 
326,  328, 338,  345,  348-355,  357,361, 
S81,  395,  698.  General,  appointment 
as  Colonel,  and  instructions  to,  178, 
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